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Three More ARRS Units Fin AFOUA 
Three more ARRS units have won the Air 

Force Outstanding Unit Award--the 54th ARRSq 
Central ARRC and the non-SEA squadrons(31st, 
33rd, 36th, 76th and 79th) of Pacific ARRC. 

The 54th ARRSq, Pease AFB, N. H., was 
cited for its "exceptionally meritorious 
service in support of military operations 
from 1 April 1966 to 31 March 1968." 

"Exceptionally meritorious service in 
support of military operations from 1 July 
1966 to 31 May 1968" won the units of the 
Hickam, Hawaii-based PARRC their AFOUA's. 

The award to CARRC, for "exceptionally 
meritorious service" covered the period from 
1 January 1967 to 31 March 1968. The cit-
ation accompanying the award mentions that 
CARRC's "outstanding management and the ex-
ceptionally high motivation of its personnel 
resulted in an outstanding accident-free re-
cord of mission accomplishment coupled with 
an exemplary maintenance and materiel opera-
tion saving over $40,000 and an incalculable 
amount in lives." 

The citation to the 54th ARRSq reads, in 
part, "...the members of the 54th Aerospace 
Rescue and Recovery Squadron maintained a 
sustained search and rescue commitment with 
a perfect flying safety record. In addition 
to the normal planned precautionary support 
of Air Force operations, extensive coverage 
was provided the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration's space program, as 
well as numerous humanitarian assistance 
missions provided civilian agencies of the 
United States and foreign nations." 

The accomplishments of PARRC and its non-
SEA squadrons were detailed in their cita-
tion: "...members of the.Pacific Aerospace 
Rescue and Recovery Center planned and as-
sisted in the development of an outstanding 
aircrew recovery capability in Southeast 
Asia while simultaneously supporting expand-
ed search and rescue activities throughout 
the Pacific including heavy trans-Pacific 
aircraft movement, several Gemini and Apollo 
spacecraft recoveries, humanitarian mercy  

missions and rescue support of the 	Korean 
forces due to the Pueblo crisis. 	These 
efforts contributed to the saving of 289 
lives, including seven combat saves and 46 
combat assists. This outstanding achieve-
ment is due to the courageous efforts of the 
dedicated rescue forces who carried out 
their mission, some under enemy fire, in ad-
dition to the hazards already presented by 
weather, terrain and other natural obs-
tacles." 

The authority for the award to the 54th 
and CARRC is Special Order GB-556, 1 Novem-
ber 1968, and for the PARRC squadrons, Spec-
ial Order GB-559, 1 November 1968. 

PJ Returns frc)//1 ETA 
With Save Record-51 
DA NANG AB, RVN (7AF)--Sergeant Steve M. 

Northern is returning from Vietnam with the 
all-time record for combat saves--51--after 
three voluntary six-month extensions of his 
tour. 

The 21-year old PJ has served with three 
units of the 3rd ARRGp, although only being 
assigned to two. 

The first assignment was with Det 6, 38th 
ARRSq, at Bien Hoa. The final year and a 
half he served with the 37th squadron at Da 
Nang. In off - duty time he volunteered to 
fly LBR missions with Det 7, 38th ARRSq, 
which is also DaNang-based. 

To establish his save record, Northern 
averaged 45 combat missions a month and a 
total, of more than 240 missions in the Jolly 
Greens. 

But his record is not the only nonor he 
brings back with him. He wears two Silver 
Stars for "gallantry in action", the Purple 
Heart, three DFC's and "at least 15 Air Med-
als." 
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PAGE 2 	 THE BEEPER 
DECLASSIFIED 

JANUARY 1969 

NORTHERN, CONT. 

Northern received the first Silver Star 
for his heroic action during a rocket attack 
on DaNang, July 15, 1967. He and Sgt Duane 
Hackney aided 25 persons trapped under a 
C-130 which had been set afire by exploding 
750 -pound bombs ignited by enemy rockets. 

Little more than a month later, Northern 
voluntarily rode the hoist cable to an immo-
bilized F - 4C pilot surrounded by enemy 
troops in North Vietnam. Disregarding the 
heavy gunfire, Northern carried the severely 
injured pilot to the hoist and brought him 
up safely. For this action he was awarded 
the second Silver Star. 

The last two combat saves to his credit 
were recorded Oct. 20 off Tiger Island, N. 
Vietnam. 

Sgt Northern plans to return to the U.S. 
late in February to attend school. 

WARRC, Rangers Join 
In Mountain Rescue 
KLRTLAND AFB, N. M.--Coordination among 

two WARRC LBR units and the US Forestry Ser-
vice was the key to success in a recent dif-
ficult save in the wilds of New Mexico. The 
object of the SAR action was Robert T. 
Ernst who was high in the mountains 25 mileE 
northwest of Las Vegas, badly hemorrhaginE 
and vomiting blood from internal injuries. 
The tree-dotted slope was inaccessible tc 
anything but pack animals and helicopters, 
and a pack animal would have been too slow. 

Det 2, WARRC, receiving the call for help 
from a forest ranger, notified Det 3 and 
asked that they assume control -- time was 
critical and Det 3 could get there sooner. 
While their alert crew scrambled, the Res-
cuemen at Kirtland contacted the Las Vegas 
Ranger district to arrange for an ambulance 
to wait at the Las Vegas airport. 

Within two minutes a Det 3 Huskie was on 
the way with Capt Edmund W. Fischbeck, Maj 
Edward A. DuChene, SSgt Herbert L. Conner 
and Sgt John C. Breuninger aboard. After a 
two --hour flight they arrived in Las Vegas 
and off-loaded refueling equipment with Sgt 
Conner. A District forest ranger went in 
his place as guide. 

Capt FLschbeck set the helicopter down at 
the 9,C00 - foot level and the crew climbed to 
Mr. Ernst's location. They were cautious 
about moving the patient unneccessarily, so 
they cleared away trees nearby and brought 
the Huskie up. 

Mr. Ernst was delivered to the waiting 
ambulance at Las Vegas airport just four 
hours after Det 2 had been notified. 

Veteran Pilot at 41st 
HAMILTON AFB, Calif.--If Lieutenant Col-

onel Robert Galt, Jr., a member of the 41st 
ARRSq here, tells you he has spent more than 
a year and a half of his military career in 
the air--take his statement literally. 

Colonel Galt completed his 15,000th hour 
of flying time on a recent low-altitude mis-
sion searching for two lost fishing vessels 
off the California coast. 
. The colonel began his military career in 
1943 as an aviation cadet in the Army Air 
Force. He first joined ARRS in April 1966-- 
with Det 1, 37th ARRSq then located here. 

Two months later he went with the unit 
when it was transferred from Hamilton to 
Nakhon Phanom, Thailand. He joined the 41st 
upon his return from SEA. 

Speaking from 25 years of experience, Col 
Galt said that the older World War II pilots 
were not particularly any better than the 
young Air Force pilots today. The younger 
guys have much better training," he ex-
plained, "are generally better educated, and 
have access to more information than we did. 
All they need is the experience which they 
get each day they fly." 

AF, CG Rescue Pilot 

HICKAM AFB, Hawaii--When the pilot of a 
single - engine Piper Cherokee, that ditched 
some 195 miles northeast of Oahu recently, 
was hoisted into a Rescue CH-3B helicopter 
it culminated the most extensive joint Air 
Force/Coast Guard rescue effort of the year. 

Two pararescuemen, Sgt Gregory Wikel and 
Sgt Cole Panning, made the hazardous night 
parachute jump into the Pacific to aid Hor-
ace R. Byrd of Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. The 
PJ's jumped from an HC - 130 aircraft of the 
76th ARRSq that had been escorting the Cher-
okee since mid - afternoon. The rescue was 
coordinated by a Coast Guard C-130 also fly-
ing escort. 

In addition to the two 130's and the CH-3 
which made the pickup, another Rescue CH-3B 
was on the scene and two Coast Guard HH-52A 
helicopters from Barber's Point were posit-
ioned at Kaneohe MCAS as back-up. 

The helicopter carrying Byrd and the two 
PJ's arrived at Hickam just two hours after 
the pickup. Byrd was taken to the base dis-
pensary where he was found to be in good 
condition and was released. He was ferrying 
the new Cherokee from the factory on the 
mainland to the Philippines when he was for-
ced to ditch in seas he and the PJ's des-
cribed as "pretty rough". 
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Made 51 Combat Saves, 	ECLASSIFIE 

Top Rescuer Leaves 
(Photo on Page 1) 

liA NANC AB—At age 21, Sgt. Steve M. Northern has completed his Vietnarri 
tour. p.:11.,, iy of voting age. Sergeant Northern has recnrded more combat saves than - 
any otlice pers..)ii in aviation history---51. The all-time record was established by Nortli - 
ern tioring two raw:Or-ill iva .tintolhonct Acia 

lis a t1'.1) parareccurman With the 3i1 .Acrosouee 
cur Et; itecovery e.lit. of the Military Airlift. 

=taint. 
: Northern, whq was horn in i'ndianapolis, mu.. 
i 

ere his late father was a eharnpion:ship rare 
. driver, came to Southeast Asia in July iferAi. 

lite was first ;visit:tied tia Bien lloa A13. uncre hr 
illiveil as a f'j aboard 1III-43 rescue helieoptrrl. 

Ile V.05 wounded in action ess l 	th:to tw-o .. 	- '.: 	Wits atter his arris/n) and witA awardol the 
.Iftltrule Heart. 

A-  Enemy bullets couldn't stoD the then-29-vcIr-
' youth, 411ti lie mint Co La become one of the 
rattst '.14bly decorated pararescuenien in LI i.. 
lii.51n7Y. 

Northern received the first of two Silver Stars 
for "gallantry in action" for 2 heroic revue on 
July 1N, 1961,  His second Silver star as a PI came 
for an action on .iug.  23, 1967,  when he "solun , 

 teeted to be lowered from his IiII-2 helicopter to 
aid an immobilized survivor located in a position 
completely surrounded by hostile troops and gun 
positions." 
. 'The citation continues: 'Airman Northern car. 
tiod thr sorvivor to the hoist and shielded hint 
with his own 1).ey- at; they were brought lab, vac 
htli.otapier . . ." 

Both Sits-tr Stars rtn»e for actions with the 
'37111 A erozisaee Rescue dc Recovery Sq., house of  

the H11.3 "Jolly Green Giants." He joined tht: 
unit in June 1967. Earlier. Northern servEd with 
Del. 6, 30th ARRS, at Bien Hoe. 

While at Da Nang. Northern has flown :more: 
than 240 missions with the "Jolly Green (Lan 7' 
He -flew an average • of 45 combat mission 
month, many deep into enemy territory and 
far north as the Haiphong area of North Vietri - 

During his off-duty time. Northern voIuntee' 
to fly rescue missions with Der_ 7. 28th A  .;.... 
also based at Da Nang. He one of the (elk p  _.,  - 
resettemen who flew missions inde*changeablv  —  - 
both the IIH-3 "Jolly Green" and 1111-43 "Pe 

At other times Northern oartieirtated in I 
cal Civic Action Patrol flights, offering mei -, 
aid to Vietnamese villagers in the I Corps area 

During a rocket attack on Da Nang. Northerri 
and the 1968 "Airman of the Year," Sgt. Disoc. 
Hackney, aided 25 persons trapped under a C-13(i. 
which had been set are by exploding 750.pounJ 
bombs by enemy rockets. Hackney, first living 
airman to be awarded the Air Force Cross, co' 
return to the 37th ARRS early next year. 

Northern, -wbo entered the Air Force in ;94,55, 
plans to attend El Camino Junior College, Tor. 
rence, Cant, starting in February. He earned his 
high school diploma while in the Air Forte. 

Asked how he felt about leaving the A:r Force 
and Southeast Asia, Northern said, "Tll. miss tit" 
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