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Springston T. laj MIA 
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1967  (cont) 

2 Apr 67 	Because of the size and shape of this gear, the pickups were 
(cont) called "Ash Can" missions. 

31 May- 	First Nonstop Transatlantic Helicopter Flight. Two ARRS HH-3Es, 
1 Jun 67 

assigned to the 48th ARR Squadron, flew nonstop from New York to 

Paris, with the aid of aerial refueling by HC-130Ps, only one 

assigned to the 48th ARR Squadron. The aerial route closely 

paralleled the flight path of Charles A. Lindbergh 40 years 

earlier. The HH-3s, piloted by Majors Herbert Zehnder and 

Standing in front of one of the two HH-3s which completed the nonstop 
transatlantic crossing are: Major Herbert Zehnder, Mr. Igor I. 

Sikorsky, and Major Donald B. Maurras. 

Donald B. Maurras, completed the 4,270-mile flight in 30 hours 

and 46 minutes. 

2 Jun 67 	An HC-130 crew from the 57th ARR Squadron was credited with 

saving 46 crewmen from the West German ship Essberger Chemist, 

which had been ripped apart by an explosion. Pararescuemen 

jumped to aid the crewmen, and the Norwegian ship Tomar was 

vectored to the scene. 

11 Jun 67 	Captain John A. Firse and his H-3 aircrew from the ARRS detach- 

ment at Udorn, rescued two downed A-1E pilots in North Vietnam. 

The first downed pilot was rescued without difficulty, but enemy 

fire was encountered during the second attempt. The second 

survivor was pulled into the H-3, but the pararescueman was 
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1967  (cont) 

11 Jun 67 
(cont) 

wounded and the helicopter was heavily damaged before departure. 

Captain Firse later received the Air Force Cross. 

2 Jul- 	Captain Gregory A.M. Etzel, an HH-3 pilot from the 37th ARR 
3 Jul 67 

Squadron, rescued a downed F-105 pilot from a heavily defended 

area in North Vietnam. Captain Etzel located the survivor on 

2 July, but darkness prevented a rescue attempt. On 3 July 

Captain Etzel returned with a rescue task force. After enemy 

ground fire had been silenced, Captain Etzel went down and 

hoisted the survivor aboard. Later Captain Etzel received the 
Air Force Cross. 

18 Jul 67 	Two HH-3s assigned to the 37th ARR Squadron searched for two 

downed Navy pilots located about 38 miles south of Hanoi. The 

SAR task force, consisting of both Navy and Air Force aircraft, 

located the survivors. A Navy H-3 suffered damage and was forced 

to exit the area. Major Glen P. York and his HH-3 crew went 

down through the enemy fire and hoisted one of the Navy pilots 

aboard. Major York also contacted the second survivor, but fuel 

approached a critical point and he was forced to leave. The 

second ARRS HH-3, piloted by Captain Gregory Etzel, went down 

but failed to locate the second survivor. Major York received 

the Air Force Cross as a result of this mission. 

8 Nov- 	Captain Gerald 0. 
9 Nov 67 

Young, an HH-3 pilot 

assigned to the 37th 

ARR Squadron, won the 

Medal of Honor while 

participating in a 

combat rescue mission 

to recover a group of 

United States soldiers 

surrounded by enemy 

forces near Khe Sanh, 

Vietnam. Other mem-

bers of Captain 

Young's crew were 

posthumously awarded 

the Air Force Cross. 

They were: Captain 

Ralph W. Brower, co-

pilot; Staff Sergeant 

Eugene L. Clay, flight 

engineer; and Sergeant 

Larry W. Maysay, 

Cartain eraid 0. Young L,as awarded 
the Medal of Honor b.? President 

--trilon B. Johnson. 
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11-7 JuRiarni  T 	 . 

1. (S)(Gp4) On 9 April Capt Lisko, Mai Gardner, IIC Graham, and SSgt Stemple 
rescued Justin C. Bryant, a Dprnier Pilot far Contineatal Air. Lines In Laos. 
During this rescue the Nos 104'ost both planes and Capt Liskois co-pilot were 
put on the ground. 

2. (s)(Gp4) On 14 April It Col Fletcher, 1€41 Mbors
s 
 Wit Rogerson, and A2C 

Boweme rescued Raj Panl R. Craw, an Air.Forcer-105pilot in Laos. 

3. (8)(Gp4) Kaj -Iloyd, It Nttchler, A2C Malone ,Land A2C Benno picked up 
Capt Wallace L. *Akers, ark74C pilot in North 110tnam6 

4, MOW On 24 April It James Maj Shows, SSgt Picklesimer, and I2C - 
Bmotton rescued 2/Lt John B. Nillhollen, an F4C pilot in North Vietnam. 

5. (5)(44) wr-405 pilot, Maj C.C. Vas, wee picked-up by Capt O'Mara, 
Capt Feehser, 880 Watson, and AIC Benno on 3 May. 

6. (B)(44) CaPtIgebster, Capt Bradley, SSgt Oodsey, and Mgt Williams 
rescued Mej Glen Wilson, an F-105 pilot in North Vietnam oa 14 )fay . 

7. (s)(44).On 21 May Lt Co]. Fletcher, Capt May, 83gt Rogerson, and A2C 
Benno rescued Lt Hugh Wisely and &sign Jim Lain, Navy F4B pilots in Laos. 
On the smme day Capt Svoboda, Lt gonos, SSgt Riley, and L2C Brotton picked 
up Navy SR-3A crew members, Lt david Georgus, Lt JG Eamnal Payne, Dale B. 
Kome, and Teddy R. Ray, in Laos. 

8. (3)(Gp4) NO USAF ME pilots, Raj Rauh and Maj Russel, were rescued by 
Capt Firse,'Capt Rester, SSgt Ely, and A2C Davis in North Vietnam on  11 June: 
A2C Davis, his Poi, was wounded by ground-fire. 

9. (3)(dp4) Capt Dowdy, Maj Shows, SSgt Andnowsky, and AZ Pighini picked 
up Lt Col William L. Janssais  an F-105 pilot, on 16 June in Thailand. 

10. (S)(Gp4) On 21 June Capt iirse, Capt Fechser, ELgt Ely, and A2c 
Klenovich rescued dapt Robert E. Patterson, cn RF-101 pilot, in North 
Vietnam. During this pick-up Skive were fired at the high bird. 

11. (S)(Gp4) Lt James, Maj Wells, Sligt Picklesimer, and A2C Pighini 
rescued an F-105 pilot, Maj Ralph Kunster, in Laos on 30 June. 
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26 May 67 

CIA eports that attacks have destroyed 87% of NVN's national power capacity 

11 June 67 

The Kep airfield comes under attack for the first time and 10 MiG's are destroyed on the 
ground. 

Capt John A Firse A/C on 1-111-3 SAR in NVN. Awarded AFC for rescue of two crewmen 
despite heave AAA 

21 June 67 

Adm Sharp argues that the results of the bombing in recent months demonstrate its 
effectiveness and are a powerful argument for its expansion. 

C1NCPAC msg 210430Z Jun 67 

rd ARRGp crews carried out the first operational test of aerial refueling between an HC-
130P and an HH-3E. During an operational SAR orbit over the Gulf  of  Tonkin the Jolly 
refuels twice from an HC-130P tanker. Airman Walter White (PJ) is a member of the 
Jolly crew. 
By September 1967, this technique had become routine throughout SEA. 

Add additional #7p85 see 21 Jun 67 AR folder 

Gulf of Tonkin. An HH-3E Jolly Green Giant helicopter initiates a new concept 
in rescuing downed pilots in SEA. A Jolly from the 37th ARS, DaNang AB, RVN 
utilizes air-to-air refueling on an operational mission. It flies an orbit mission that had 
been previously the assignment of HU-16's over the Gulf, refueling twice from an HC-
130P tanker. Airman Walter White, pararescueman, is a member of the Jolly Green 
crew. 

O'Beirne Diary 

23-25 July 67 

Glasboro Conference — President meets with Soviet Priemier Kosygin at Glasboro,NJ. 
They achieve no breakthrough on the war. 

23 July 67 

Capt Gregory A. Etzel A/C on HH-3 (JO 37) on SAR attempt near Do Kix NVN. On 
second day was successful in pickup of downed pilot. Awarded AFC. 


