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TWQ AIRMEN'SAVE PILOT Release Number 28-July 10-743
FROM BURNING AIRCRAFT :

UBON AB; Thailand {(MNS) -- Two Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Service
HH-43 Huskie helicopter crewmen plunged through flames to save a pilot from
the burning wreckage of an F-4C Phantom recently.

The back-seat pilot escaped after the Phantom crashed during take-off at
Ubon. However, aircraft commander Maj. Richard Whittington was unable to
free himself from his restraining harness and was hanging upside down over
the side of the aircraft.

With only his flightsuit for cover, SSgt. Albert Teasley dove through the
flames and cut the restraining harness. At the same time, AlC James Tevis
smothered the fire on Major Whittington's flightsuit with asbestos gloves.

While the men worked, some of the aircraft's ordnance began to explode.
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Once cut free, the %r _Sq_as.t§;8g§fﬁ§ Lﬂ'};}iusk\e and rushed to a hospital.
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