





Tothe Rescue

How Teams of Copters,
Fighters Save Pilots
' Downed Over_Vietnam

‘Many Fliers Snatched From
Enemy Territory; Job Is
Crucial as Aiv War Grows

Major Spillers Makes It Back

By FREDERICK TAYLOR
Stoff Reporter of THE WALL STRRET JOUNNAL
DANANG, BSouth Vietham—The. commu-
nique was brief. It said an Air Force F-106
- Thunderchief had been downed by enemy
ground fire inside the Demilitarized Zone on
the southern edge of North Vietnam; the pilot
_ bad been rescued.
:  But behind that terse announcement of
- gnother successful recovery of a U.8. pilot—in
i this case, 3%-year-old Major Jack Spillers of
| Atlanta—from hastile territory lay a vast ef-
{ fort that has turned events of high human
| drama inta routine perfarmances. -.
. Snatching a downmed pilot from under the
henemy’'s nose in Vietnam demands thorough,
. detailed preparation, with rescue helicopters
and support planes kept ready to take off from
nearby land bases or ships at sea, Il takes
quick, accurate communication and coordina-
tion to get rescuers to the proper gpot. Most
particularly, it requires rcsourceful, courag-
cous action by the helicopter crews that must
dart into danger and out. In all, hundreds of
skilled men and dozens of specially equipped
or selected aircraft take part in these life-
. saving missions,
More than B00 combat saves have been
made by air rescue crews sincé the Vietnam
| air war began in 1964, Of these, at least 125
| have been made in North Vietnam; the De-
fense Department doesn't give out exact fig-
i ures for fear of alding the enemy.

purl of Haiphong and another off the
Demil tarized Zone, ;

to Pic: up pilots who crash in the Culf of
Tonkin. There arc also four to six helicopters
aboard the two or three gircraft carriers regu-:
lgtly stetioned in the gulf: these choppers,
used mainly on “lifeguard” duly to pick up
bombe: pilots spilled into the sea in takeoff or
landing accidents, have raced as far as 30
iniles ialand over North Vietnam to recover
a down:d pilot. And most of the time, the anti-
submarne carrier Hormet is also in the guif,
equipped with 20 airplanés and 20 to 25 heli.
copters; many of these copters can be pressed
into res:ue work if the need ariges.

| Rising Plane Losses
As the air war over Noirth Vietmam con-
tinues to grow in intensity, the rescue effort be-
comes increasingly vital. At least 589 U.S.
planes and six helicopters—the latter on air
i rescue miissions—have been shol down over
| the north, and these losses have been climbing
i steadily: in May, & record 3¢ U.8. planes and.
. pne helicopter were knotked out of the air. :
But rescue of pilots downed over North Viet-
nam is only part of the total air rescue job in
e war zone, though understandably the most
publicized. More than 184 planes and "340
nelicopters have been shot down in South Viet-
! nam, and some 1,300 other planes and houwp-i
ters have been Jost in accidental crashes that
_ frequently bring the Air Force, Navy or Ma-
{ vine Corps alr rescuers into action. On top of
i that, the Army, with 1,500 helicopters in South
| Vielnam, regularly extracts from danger
* troops and civilians who might be captured or
| killed by the enemy. Thus, all the servicas
B gEnr-inTdie rescue eﬁol'_i_.“?:_ :

b b

Interserice Competition ;

“It's oftem a race to see whether a Ns.vy-_!
chopper, an Air Force chopper, & patrot boat:
or a desroyer will pick up a man first,” says|
a Navy rescue officer. '“The guys who are shot|
down doa’t object to that kind of competition|
at all.”

Many of the air rescues, like the pickup of
Major Sgillers, are accomplighed by units of an
Air Forcs outfit called the 3rd Aerospace Res-
cue and Recovery Group, which has its head-
quarters al Saigon's Tan Son Nhut air base. Its
primary job is search and rescuc suppori for|
the Seventh Air Force, and it's responsible for
an area cf more than 16,000 square miles, from ;
Salgon to the Chinesc border and from the Gulf
of Tonkir to the western frontier of Burma. To
handle tha task, it has three squadrons of air-
craft bas.d at Danang, al Tan Son Nhut and at:
Udorn Royal Thal Air Force Base in Udorn, |
Thailand.

Far major rescle missions, the group banks
heavily oo HH-3 helicopters that carry four-
man crevss, are bullt by Sikorsky division of
United Aircraft Corp. and are known as Jolly
Green Giuts; the tag was hung on the crafl
originally by a rescued pllot who was im-
pressed b its size and color. (The Green Giant:
Co,, the e Sueur, Minn., pea-packer whose
symbol lel to the chopper’s nickname, happily
provides ‘he rescue squadrons with four-foot--
high posters of its own Jolly Green Giant).

AlSo in the group are HU-16 Albatross am-
phibian planes built by Grumman Aircraft En-
gineering Corp. An Albatross, with twin en-
gines and & fop speed of about 175 miles an:
hour, hovirs over the Gulf of Tonkin during
bomber sirikes on North Vietnam to pick up
airmen dovned in the sea. Last year more than
20 pickups were made by these planes; oue
was destrcyed by enemy fire when i landed on
the water, and two crewmen were killed.

Resouing Major Spillers

It's the plucking ot pilots like Major Jack
Spillers from enemy territory that entails the
greatest riks and may yield the greatest satis-
factions, Fere’s that story in detail:

The Ma or took off one morning from Korat
Royal Tha! Air Force Base at Korat, Thailand,
in an Air Force F-105 fighter-bomber for a
strike aga nst North Vietnamese anti-alrerafl
gites just north of the Demilitarized Zone.
While bonbing the targets, Major Spillers’
plane was badly damaged by ground fire, and
he ejected rom his aircraft, landing in the por-
tion of the DMZ controlled by the North Viet-
namese,

Even before Major Spillers had touched the
ground, the air rescue effort had begun. Anoih:

. Zone, primarily for rescuc mis-|
stons. Each ship is equipped with a helicupterl

2 | e er——r
_. The Navy. tor its puit, Reeps at leasl one
__:_q'iae:lstrn rer constantly sleaming aboul 20 miles
Ot the |

|
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er pilot on the same mission radioed that the
major had bailed out, and that his parachute
had opened. That message was picked up by a
C-130 Hercules, a four-engine Lockheed Air-
eraft Corp. cargo plane that had been conver-
ted into a flying command post and was then
circling at 30,000 feet over the Gulf of Tonkin,
awalting just such a message. A C-130, which
can stay on station for more than 12 hours, is
always positioned over the gulf; equipped with
powerful radios, it is able to pick up broad-
casts over a wide area,

The C-130 I turn radioed the rescue coor-
dination center located high on Monkey Moun-
. tain, overlooking the Marine base here at Dan-
ang, in northern South Vietnam. This center,
one of three in Southeast Asia, promptly
flashed the word to an Alr Force helicopter des-
ignated Jolly Green One Five that was sitting
on a soccer field at Quang Tri, 80 miles north
of Danang. The helicopter crew had been await-
ing a rescue call for eight hours—since 6:45
a.m,, when the craft had taken off from its
home base at Danang and flown to Quang Tri
to be nearer the action expected that day.

Normally two Jolly Greens would have
made the trip to Quang Tri, since two choppers
always take part in rescue missions; if the first
chopper geta shot down, the second will be able
to continue the mission, But that morning only
one of the Jolly Greens at Danang was in
{lying condition; one other was being repaired
after having been shot full of holes, and anoth-
er was grounded by mechanical trouble,

S0 a Marine helicopter, a CH-46 Sea Knight, .
a twin turbine aircruft bullt by Vertol division
of Boeing Co. and capable of lifting 17 to 25
troops, was assigned by the rescue center to go
along, 5
1

Jolly Green One Five got off the ground at
2:48 p.m., six minutes after gelling the alert.
Its pllot was Capt. Robert Davis of St. Peters-
burg, Fla. The co-pilol was Capt. Robert N.
Hillary of Clearwnter, Fla. Alrman First Class
Rodney J. Bettevy of Marksville, La., was
flight mechanic, and Airman BSecond Class
John C. Jeffers of Blue Springs, Mo., was the
‘‘para-rescuman' —the c¢rew. member who
drops into the jungle to pull out wounded pilots
if they are unable to get aboard the helicopters
unaided. Their craft headed for the supposed
location of the downed pilot, which had been
given by a fighter-bomber in the area as 300
degrees (roughly west-northwest) and 25 miles
from Dong Ha in northern South Vietham.

Meanwhile, two Alr Force A-1 Skyraiders,
propeller-driven fighters of post-World War IT
vintage that haven't been built since 1967, had
been summoned from Udorn by the rescue cen-
ter, and two Navy versions of the same plane
were called in from the carrier Hancock in the
Gulf of Tonkin, They're favorite rescue support
planes because their slow speed (2 top of about
225 miles an hour) permits them to circle
around & downed pilot and spray the area ac-
curately with machine-gun fire to keep the
enemy pinned down.

Jolly Green One Five arrived over the orig-

_inal position given K at 3:05 p.m., while the
Navy planes were estimating they would arrive|
at 3:35 p.m. and the Air Force A-1s at 8:50|
p.m. When the chopper arrived, it found that a

¢ fighter-bomber pilot was talking to Major Spill-
ers by radio and that he could receive voice'

transmissions over his pocket radio but could
transmit only by beeper, an automatic signal
that goes on when the radio’s antenna is ex-
tended. The chopper also found that Major
Spillers waan’t at the position given.
Crowded Alrwaves

The chopper then homed on the beeper sig-

nal, meanwhile recelving estimates of Major
Spillers’ position that were relayed by the C-130

from other airmen, These included various
fighter pilots and a forward air controller,
flying a little singie-engine 90.mile-an-hour
Cesana Aircraft Co, O-1, who had been the
spotter for another. bombing mission. At one
point, the airwaves became s0 crowded that
the C-130, which was controlling the aircraft
in the area, ordered radio silence.

Co-pilot Hillary recalls that ‘““we had a long
search because of all the bad positions we
got.” Finally, he remembers, ‘“we worked
south and got a swing on the beeper at 288 de-
grees, 14 miles from Dong Ha,” or about 15
miles from the position originally reported. At
$:40 p.m., Airman Bettevy first spotted Major
Spillers’ parachute and then, through binocu-
lars, the major himself, :

Jolly Green Ome Five then began circling
near, but not over, Major Spillers, to avold giv-
ing away hin position to the enemy until the
Air, Force fighters arrived ten minutes later.
Thay circled the area and reported no ground
fire, so the chopper descended to a lower al-
titude to pick up the pilot, while the two Navy
planes flew high in reserve,

The helicopter then dropped down a 240-foot
cable bearing a 35-pound ‘'forest penetrator.”
This is a steel device with a folding seat plus
straps to bind a downed man on so he won't
fall off when hoisted.

Smuill Arms Flre

'When the penetrator hit the ground, Major
Spiilers began picking up his equipment to take
with him. About that time, the chopper's pilot,
Cart. Davis, spotted small arms fire coming
frora a small knoll to the left of the helicopter.
As it happened, the helicopter in commission
that day was the only one without machine
guns mounted on it; normally the Jolly Greens
car’y two or three machine guns that each fire
800 rounds a minute of 7.62 millimeter ammu-
nition. So Alrman Jeffers began blasting away .
witl. his M-16 rifle, while Airman Bettevy anx-

“lously waited for Major Spillers to get aboard

the penetrator, and Capt. Hillary called for the -
Air Force planes to come down and strafe the |
hill, y
I'inally, after the helicopter had been hover- '
ing in one spot for about four minutes, Major |
Spil'ers strapped himself to the penetrator and |
was pulled up. By this time ground fire was so !
intease that Capt. Davis started flying away
evel before the Major was aboard. “It's a mir-
acle we weren't hit,” says Capt. Davis. Major
Spil.ers was picked up at 4 p.m.; he had been |

One Five then flew back to Danang. It lan_&'l'.m
¢t 5:05 p.m., two hours and 23 minutes a.tlc-r-_;
the alert had been received. :
When Major Spillers was mm.lmd at Da-
rang, doctors found he had received & slight
compreasion fracture of a veterbra. After four
cays at Dapang, he was sent to a mﬂltary hc_w-
pital at Clark Air Force Base in’the Philip-
pines. Originally scheduled to be sent back
iiome, he talked the doctors at Clark into re-
‘urning him to Korat because “there’s a lot 91
vork still to be done,’” He's back flying again
T10W. i

/Estorted by the fighter craft. Jolly Green
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Rescues

05 Pilot In DMI

DA NANG—In a dramalic res-
cue recently, an Air Force HH-
3Lt Jolly Green Giant helicopter
crew braved intense enemy
ground fire to pick up an inju-
red F-105 Thunderchief pilot
3 miles inside lhc Demilitarized
Zone.

Alter ejecting from his battle-
damaged Thunderchief, Maj.
Jack C. Spillers, 35, of Atlanta,
Ga., made a sucessful parachute
landing in a small clearing sur-
rounded by dense vegetation.

He spent one hour and 25 mi-
nutes in the hostile territory be-
fore being hoisted cboard the
rescue chopper.

Major Spillers suffered pain-
ful but not serious injuries to
his back and .ankle and is
now in the Da Nang AB hospi-
tal for observation and

treal-

'_J-]—{:'

IR T
ment.

Capt. Robert W. Davis, Si.
Petersbung, Fla., pilot of the
Jolly Green, said, *‘Ve hovered
over him for aboul four minu-
tes before he got in the hoist
Then we started diawing gro-
und fire and had to get out of
the area before we could get
him completely abcard. It's a
miracle we weren’t hit.”

The ground fire v:as returned
by the crew’s pararescueman,
A2C John C. Jeffers, llue Springs,
Mo. He fired 20 rouids from his
M-16 rifle ot the enervy positions.
This was Airman Jeffers’ fourth
pickup since arriving in Vietnam.

“I couldn’t hear he ground
fire,” he said, **bul I could see

puffs of smoke so | emptied a
full clip at them.”
A1C Rodney J. Bettevy, Mar-

ksville, La., the Jolly Green's

flight mechanic, de:cribed the

actual pickup.

“The area was out in the open,
so | didn't have any trouble lo-
wering the hoist to 1im. When
we started picking up the ground
fire he was still about 10 or 15
feet outside of the helicopter,
but we got him abocrd without
any trouble as we we e leaving,”
he said.

Capt. Robert N.
arwater, Fla., was ‘he rescue
helicopter’s copilot. All of the
crew members are with the 3rd
Aerospace Rescue an Recovery
Group and are stationed at Da
Nang AB.

A. U. S. Marine Corps CH-46
Sea Knight crew fleww as back-

Hillary, Cle-

up for the Jolly Green, while

Air Force A-IE and Navy A-IH
Skyraiders flew cove:.

The Air Force A-lIEs, based at
Udorn RTAB, were »iloted by
Copt. Thomas W. Burdin, Alton,
lll., and Maj. Willard A. Dillon,
Fort Walton Beach, Fla.,

The Navy Skyraide s from the
Carrier . USS Hancock, were
flown by Lieutenant Comman-
der Arnold H. Hendorson, Le-
moore, Calif., and Lieutenant
Norman L. Winningham, Han-
ford, Calil.



How Teams of Copters,
Fighters Save Pilots
Downed Over Vietnam
Many Fliers Snatched From

Enemy Territory; Job Is
Crucial as Air War Grows

Major Spillers Makes It Back

By FREDERICK TAYLOR

Staff Reporter of THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

DANANG, South Vietham-—The commu-
nique was brief. It said an Air Force F-105
Thunderchief had been downed by enemy
ground fire inside the Demilitarized Zone on
the southern edge of North Vietnam; the pilot
had been rescued. i

But behind that {erse anncuncement of
another successful recovery of a U.S. pilot—in
this case, 35-year-old Major Jack Spillers of
Atlanta—from hostile territory lay a vast ef-
fort that has turned events of high human _
drama into routine performances.

Snatching a downed pilot from under the

venemy’s nose in Vietnam demands thorough,
detailed preparation, with rescue helicopters
and support planes kept ready to take off from
nearby land bases or ships al sea. Il takes
quick, accurate communication and coordina-
tion to get rescuers to the proper spot. Most
particularly, it requires resourceful, courag-
eous action hy the helicopter crews that must
dart into danger and out. In all, hundreds of
skilled men and dozens of specially equipped
or setecled aircraft take part in these life-
saving missions.

More than 800 combat saves have been
made by air rescue crews since the Vietnam
air war began in 1964. Of these, at least 125
have been made in North Vietnam; the De-
fense Department doesn't give out exact fig-
ures for fear of aiding the enemy.

Rising Plane Losses

As the air war over North Vietnam con-.
tinues to grow in intensity, the rescue effort be-
comes increasingly vital. At least 383 U.S.
planes and six helicopters—the latter on air
rescue¢ missions—have been shot down over
the north, and these losses have been climbing
steadily; in May, a record 36 U.S. planes and
one helicopter were knocked oud of the air,

But rescue of pilots downed over North Viet- |
nam is only part of the fotal air rescue job in|
the war zone. though understandably the most;
publicized, More than 184 planes and 340
helicopters have heen shot down in South Viet-
nam, and some 1,200 other planes and helicop-
ters have heen lost in accidental crashes that

frequently bring the Air Force Na,%jrg
rine Co i pesgyers § Q;. 1 x} t
that, th ﬁ‘u E }_rﬂxltu; S 15 in' Sewt

Vietnamy" reguidfly extracts from danger
troops and ecivilians who might be captured or

killed by the enemy. Thus, all the services al'e‘

participating in air rescue efforts.

| Tre Navy. for its part, Keeps at least one
de§itz"lyer constantly steaming about 20 miles
off the port of Haiphong and another off the
I."’enuzllarized Zone, primarily for vescue mis-
Slons. Each ship is equipped with a helicopter
to pick up pilots who crash in the Gulf of
Tonki1. There are also four to six helicopters
aboarl the two or three aireraft carriers regu-
latly stationed in the gulf; these choppers,
used mainly on “lfeguard” duty to pick up
bomber pilots spilled into the sea in takeoff or|
landin; accidents, have raced as far as 0|
‘iles inland over North Vietnam to recover
a downed pilot. And most of the time, the anti-
subn_na rine F:ar'rler Hornet is also in the gulf,
equipp:d with 20 airplanés and 20 to 25 heli.
copters; many of these copters can he pressed
mto re:cue work if the need arises.
Interselvice Competition )

“It's often a race to see whether a Navy
chopper, an Air Force chopper, a patrol boat
or a destroyer will pick up a man first,"”” says
a Navy rescue officer. “The guys who are ghot
down don't object to that kind of competition
at all.”

Many of the air rescues, like the pickup of
Major Spillers, are accomplished by units of an
Air Force outfit called the 3rd Aerospace Res- |
cue and Recovery Group, which has its head-'
quarters at Saigon’s Tan Son Nhut air base, Its
primary job jis search and rescue support for|
the Seventh Air Force, and it’s responsible for
an area of more than 16,000 square miles, from
Saigon to the Chinese border and from the Gulf
of Tonkin to the western frontier of Burma. To
handle Lie task, it has three squadrons of air-
craft based at Danang, at Tan Son Nhut and at
Udorn Foyal Thai Air Force Base in Udorn,
Thailand.

For major rescue missions, the group bhanks
heavily on HH-3 helicopters that carry four-
man crews, are huilt by Sikorsky division of
United Aircraft Corp. and are known as Jolly
Green Glants; the tag was hung on the craft
originally by a rescued pilot who was im-
pressed by its size and color. (The Green Giant
Co., the Le Sueur, Minn., pea-packer whose
symbol led to the chopper’s nickname, happily
provides the rescue squadrons with four-foot-
high postors of its own Jolly Green Giant).

Also in the group are HU-16 Albatross am-
phibian planeg built by Grumman Aircraft En-
gineering Corp. An Albatross, with twin en-
gines anc a top speed of about 175 miles an
hour, hovers over the Gulf of Tonkin during
bomber sirikes on North Vietnam to pick up
airmen downed in the sea. Last year mare than
20 pickups were made by these planes; one
was destroyed by enemy fire when il landed on
the water and two crewmen were killed.
Rescuing Major Spillers

It's the plucking of pilots like Major Jack
Spillers fiom enemy territory that entails the
greatest r'sks and may yield the greatest satis-
factions, Here's that story in detail:

The Mz jor took off one morning from Korat
Royal Thai Air Force Base at Korat, Thailand,
in an Air Force 105 fighter-bomber for a
strike ageinst North Vietnamese anti-aircraft
sites just north of the Demilitarized Zone.
While bombing the targets, Major Spillers’
plane was badly damaged by ground fire, and
he ejected from his aircraft, landing in the por-

ion of the DMZ controlled by the North Viet-
1amese,

Even b:fore Major Spillers had touched the
ground, th: air rescue effort had begun. Anoth-
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er pilot on the same mission radioed that the
major had bailed out, and that his parachute
had opened. That message was picked up by a
C-130 Hercules, a four-engine Lockheed Air-
craft Corp. cargo plane that had been conver-
ted into a flying command post and was then
circling at 30,000 feet over the Guilf of Tonkin,
awaiting just such a message. A C-130, which
can stay on station for more than 12 hours, is
always positioned over the gulf; equipped with
powerful radios, it is able to pick up broad-
casts over a wide area,

The C-130 in turn radioed the rescue coor-
dination center located high on Monkey Moun-
tain, overlooking the Marine base here at Dan-
ang, in northern South Vietnam. This center,
one of three in Southeast Asia,
flashed the word to an Air Force helicopter des-
ignated Jolly Green One Five that was sitting
on a soccer field at Quang Tri, 90 miles north
of Danang. The helicopter crew had been await-
ing a rescue call for eight hours—since 6:45
a.m., when the craft had taken off from its

home base at Danang and flown to Quang Tri -

to be nearer the action expected that day.
Normally two Jolly Greens would have
made the trip to Quang Tri, since two choppers
always take part in rescue missions; if the first
chopper gets shot down, the second will be able

The Mission Starts
b | Fon e Five got off the ground at
148 p.mshx‘minutes after getting the alert.
Its pilot was Capt. Robert Davis of St. Peters-
burg, Fla. The co-pilot was Capt. Robert N.
Hillary of Clearwater, Fla. Airman First Class
Rodney J. Bettevy of Marksville, La., was
flight mechanic, and Airman Second Class
John C. Jeffers of Blue Springs, Mo., was the
“para-rescuman'’-—the crew member who
drops into the jungle to pull out wounded pilots
if they are unable to get aboard the helicopters
unaided. Their craft headed for the supposed
location of the downed pilot, which had been
given by a fighter-bomber in the area as 300
degrees (roughly west-northwest) and 25 miles
from Dong Ha in northern South Vietnam.
Meanwhile, two Air Force A-1 Skyraiders,
propeller-driven fighters of post-World War II
vintage that haven't been built since 1957, had |
been summoned from Udorn by the rescue cen- |
ter, and two Navy versions of the same plane |
were called in from the carrier Hancock in the
Gulf of Tonkin, They're favorite rescue support
planes because their slow speed (a top of about
225 miles an hour) permits them to circle

curately with machine-gun fire to keep the
enemy pinned down.

Jolly Green One Five arrived over the orig-
inal position given it at 3:06 p.m., while the
Navy planes were estimating they would arrive
at 3:35 p.m. and the Air Force A-1s at 3:50
p.m. When the chopper arrived, it found that a
tighter-bomber pilot was talking to Major Spill-
ers by radio and that he could receive voice
transmissions over his pocket radio but could
transmit only by beeper, an automatic signal
that goes on when the radio’s antenna is ex-

to continue the mission. But that morning only |tended. The chopper also found that Major

one of the Jolly Greens at Danang was in
flying condition; one other was being repaired
after having been shot full of holes, and anoth-
er was grounded by mechanical trouble.

So a Marine helicopter, a CH-46 Sea Knight,
a twin turbine aircraft built by Vertol division
of Boeing Co. and capable of lifting 17 to 25

troops, was assigned by the rescue center to go
along, .

Spillers wasn’t at the position given.
Crowded Airwaves

The chopper then homed on the beeper sig-
nal, meanwhile receiving estimates of Major
Spillers’ position that were relayed by the C-130
from other airmen, These included wvarious
fighter pilots and a forward air controller,
flying a little single-engine 90-mile-an-hour
Cessna Aircraft Co. O-1, who had been the
spotter for another bombing mission. At one
point, the airwaves became so crowded that
the C-130, which was controlling the aircraft
in the area, ordered radio silence.

Co-pilot Hillary recalls that “‘we had a long
search because of all the bad positions we
got.” Finally, he remembers, “we worked
south and got a swing on the beeper at 288 de-
grees, 14 miles from Dong Ha,” or about 15
miles from the position originally reperted. At
3:40 p.m., Airman Bettevy first spotted Major
Spillers’ parachute and then, through binocu-
lars, the major himself.

Jolly Green Ome Five then began circling
near, but not over, Major Spillers, to avoid giv-
ing away his position to the enemy until the
Air. Force fighters arrived ten minutes later.
They circled the area and reported no ground
fire, so the chopper descended to a lower al-
titude to pick up the pilot, while the two Navy
planes flew high in reserve.

The helicopter then dropped down a 240-foot

béaring enetrator."’
Thig ,.i&.yﬂg?ia_,. i Eat plus
straps to bind a downed man on so he won’t
fall off when hoisted.

Smwall Arms Fire

When the penetrator hit the ground, Major
Sp llers began picking up his equipment to take
with him. About that time, the chopper’s pilot,
Caot. Davis, spotted small arms fire coming
from a small knoll to the left of the helicopter.
As it happened, the helicopter in commission
thet day was the only one without machine
guns mounted on it; normally the Jolly Greens
cairy two or three machine guns that each fire
60C rounds a minute of 7.62 millimeter ammu-
nit on. So Airman Jeffers began blasting away
with his M-16 rifle, while Airman Bettevy anx-
iously waited for Major Spillers to get aboard
the penetrator, and Capt. Hillary called for the
Air Force planes to come down and strafe the
hil’,

Finally, after the helicopter had been hover-
ing in one spot for about four minutes, Major
Spillers strapped himself to the penetrator and
was pulled up. By this time ground fire was so
int:nse that Capt. Davis started flying away
even before the Major was aboard, “‘It’s a mir-
acle we weren't hit,”” says Capt. Davis. Major
Spillers was picked up at 4 p.m.; he had been

promptly around a downed pilot and spray the area ac- r2{ha.ground for_one honr

(One U 360 went dow oves
she JNorth, but ‘the pilog was
eperied.

(The Thyp, :
 ground fire n'fffﬁ'i’:ie Yo hit by

zone, the Ai

ree .S,

m
were dowfneg Sunday_ )

Escorted by the fighter craft, Jolly Green

Five then flew back to Danang. It lande
Etn 85:05 p.m., two hours and 23 minutes after
the alert had been received.

When Major Spillers was examined at Da-
nang, doctors found he had received a stight|
compression fracture of a veterbra. _i_ktter four |
days at Danang, he was sent to a n}llltary 1.105—
pital at Clark Air Force Base in the Philip-
pines. Originally scheduled to be sen_t back
home, he talked the doctors at Clark into re-
turning him to Korat because “there'_s a lot (_Jf
work still to be done.’” He’s back flying again
now.



