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SAVE NO SURVIVOR'S NAME RANK SERIAL NO DATE SOURCE  

29-36 6 ARVN UNK, 2 ARMY UNK UNK 12 Mar 67 1-3-41 

37 M.F. Guy Cpl-M 13 Mar 67 1-3-42 

38 Peter Kruger Capt-M 15 Mar 67 Sq Scrapbook 

39 Jack C. Spillars Maj-AF 26  Mar 67 1-3-54 M.N. 

40 Lyle W. Townsend Maj-M 1 May 67 1-3-62 

41 D.S. Brachins Capt-M 1 May 67 1-3-62 

42 James H. Holland Cpl-M 1 May 67 1-3-62 

43 Thomas E. Hughes Cpl-M 1 May 67 1-3-62 

44 Edward F. Townley Maj-M 4 May 67 1-3-64 

45 L.E. Alexander Maj-A 10 May 67 1-3-70 

46 H.E. Burke Capt-M 10 May 67 1-3-70 

47 J.L. Murphy 1/Lt-M 10 May 67 1-3-70 

48 M. W. Leftridge Cpl-M 10 May 67 1-3-70 

49 E.J. Ferraira Ffe-M 10 May 67 1-3-70 

50 Robert Powell Lt-N 10 May 67 Sq Scrapbook 

51 O.E. Hoy Capt-M 16 May 67 1-3-73 

52 Mike Carson 1/Lt 16 May 67 1-3-73 

53-56 UNK-ARVN UNK 21 May 67 1-3-76 

57 Charles C. Rhymes Maj-AF 25 May 67 1-3-78 

58 Ronnie E. Randolph 1/Lt-AF 25 May 67 1-3-78 

59 Clarence Kough Maj-AF 5 Jun 67 1-3-83 

60 Charles A. Colton Maj-AF 9 Jun 67 1-3-85 



Apri1•1967 

:ear Captain :Avis: 

I do not really know how to start this letter because 
I cannot think of the words that would adequately express 
my sincere appreciation for what you and your crew did for 
me on Easter Sunday. Anything I could say wpuld only 
degrade the deep meaning of my gratitude for your gallant 
performance in saving my life. Also, please convey my 
life long thanks to 'Captain Hillory, Airman Jeffers, and 
Airman Bettevy for their part in this life siving operation. 

I was at Da Nang for four days and then eracuated to 
Clark for one day. I have a slight compress Len fracture 
of a vertebra and the doctors at Clark were vping to send 
me stateside for a six month recovery. Howerer, I convinced 
them that I must be sent back to Korat becau;e there is 
still much work to be done up North. I thin( that from 
pride, as much as anything, I could not quit a loser. 

Every fighter "jock" in my Squadron has tsked that I 
forward their appreciation for your outstand.ng work and 
bravery. All the pilots in SEA agree that you dedicated 
men who fly the Jolly Green's, of necessity, have "balls 
made of brass." To me, there is no better phrase to 
express the courage you men must possess to q:ontinuously 
face the hazards of rescuing downed airmen. 

If there is ever anything I can do for you or the members 
of your crew, please let me know. I will fo:iever be 
indebted to you for there is no way possible that I could 
ever repay you for saving my life. 

Your friend and fellow officer for life. 

e .4,-(Ziek-
lajor Jack 	opillers 
469 TFS Box 165 
APO San Francisco 96288 
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x There are also 	tbhceliCCollifpterosil 1 ttehtionee twdo oirn  thrill? al 

gulf; 	
rribecaseeebers regu- larly  Fighters Save Pilots 	a.abr 

	

I Downed Over Vietnam 	
used mainly on "lifeguard" duty to pick up 
bombe) pilots spilled into the sea in takeoff or 
allandi2ludiloes I iidildendloto. vAtnd  N amolrez mast brVietnam

raced 
 ed  
te Lisle, 

m et of,  a 1.recover  R s   30  
— 

the anti- Many Fliers Snatched From submar ne carrier Eloraet is also in the gulf, 
Enemy Territory; Job Is equippe 1 with 20 airplaneopeiatearnedcee  to 

20 be pressed 

	

Crucial 	
many of theft 

Ai r War Crucial as AI r 	Grows LE''') re&  ',...,„_Ile vim* if the need arises. 
Interser ice CsenpeUtion 

. 	 "It's Dtten a race to see whether a Navy: 
Major Spillers Makes It Back chopper, an Air Force chopper, a patrol boat 

_ 	 or a des royer will pick up a man first," says: .  
a Navy  :  escue officer. "The guys who ere shot 

	

By FREDERICK TAYLOR 	 down do ft object to that kind of competition! 

	

Staff Reporter of THE wau, serener iounerar, 	at all." 	 . 
DANANG, South Vietnam —The . com mu- Many of the air rescues, like the pickup of nique was brief. It said an Air Force F-105 Major St Biers, are accomplished by units of an ThtmderChlef had been downed by enemy Air Fore ! outfit called the 3rd Aerospace Res-

ground fire inside the Demilitarized Zone on cue and. Recovery Group, which has its head. 
the southern edge of North Vietnam; the pilot quarters it Saigon's Tan Son Nhut air base. Its 
had been rescued. •  primary job is search and rescue support for i 

But behind that terse announcement of the /level th Air Force, and it's responsible for i 
another successful recovery of a U.S. pilot —in an area ( I more than 16,000 square miles, from i 

1  this case, 25-year-old Major Sank Spillers of Saigon to the Chinese border and from the Gulf . 
! Atlanta—from hostile territory lay a vast ef- of Tonkit to the western frontier of Burma. To 
; fort that has turned events of high, human handle tt a task, it has three squadrons of air-
i 

 
drama into routine performances. ... craft bas Iti at Danang, at. 'Tan Son Nhut and at 

1 Snatching a downed pilot from under the Udorn iid ■yal Thai Air Force Base in Udurn, 
\ enemy's nose in Vietnam demands thorough, Thailand. 
detailed preparation, with rescue helicopters 	For m I.Jor rescue missions, the group banks 
and support planes kept ready to take off from heavily as HR-3 helicopters that carry four-
nearby land bases or ships at sea, It toes man crin li, are built by Sikorsky division of 
quick, accurate Communication and coordtna- United Aircraft Corp. and are known as Jolly 
don to get rescuers to the proper spot. Most Green GL ints: the tag was hung on the craft 
particularly, it requires resourceful, courap originally by a re,scued pilot who was im-
eous action by the helicopter crews that must pressed b' ita size and color. (The Green Giant 
dart into danger and out. In all, hundreds of Co., the 1.e !Amur, Minn., pea-packer whose 
skilled Men and dozens of specially equipped symbol le  I  to the chopper's nickname, happily 
or selected aircraft take part in these life- provides be rescue squadrons with four-foot-
saving missions, high posters of its own Jolly Green Giant). • 

Also in the group are RU-16 Albatross am- More than 800 combat saves have been 
made by air rescue crews since the Vietnam phibian pl /nes built by Grumman Aircraft En-

air war began in 1964. Of these, at least 125 gineering Corp. An Albatross, with twin en-

have been made in North Vietnam; the De - 
Sine* and a top speed of about 175 miles an - 

tense Department doesn't give out exact fig- hour,  h°v  Is over the Guif of Tonkin during
' 

. urea for tear of aiding the enemy. bomber strikea on North Vietnam to pick up 

Rising Plane Lo 	 airmen do vned In the sea. Last year more than sses 20 pickup' were made by these planes; one 
As the air war over North Vietnam con - was destrcyed by enemy fire when it landed on 

tinties to grow in Intensity, the rescue effort be the water, and two crewmen were killed. 
comes increasingly vital. At least 589 U.S. 
planes and six helicopters—the latter on air Rescuing 1 lajor Spillers  
rescue missions—have been shot down over 	It's the plucking of pilots like Major Jack 
the north, and these losses have been climbing Spillers In im enemy territory that entails the 
steadily: in May, a record 88 U.S. planes and greatest ri iks and may yield the greatest satis-
one helicopter were knocked out ol the air. ; factions. I- era's that story in detail: 

The Ma Or took off one morning from Korai But rescue of pilots downed over North Viet-1 
Royal Thal Air Force Base at Korat, Thailand, tlaill is only part of the total air rescue job in 
In an Air Force F-105 fighter-bOmber for a the war zone, though understandably the most strike age. net  North Vietnamese anti-aircraft publicized. More than 184 &atm and '840 

. helicopters have been shot down in South Viet- Bites just north of the Demilitarized Zone. 

nam, and some 1,20 other planes anti 	 While While  boa hing the targets, Major S9itters .  
tem have  been lost  in  accidental crashes that! plane was badly damaged by ground fire, and 

he ejected rem his aircraft, landing in the por- frequently bring the Air Force, Navy or Map 
. vele corps sir rescuers into ac tion. on  top  of lion of the DMZ controlled by the North Viet- 

' that, the Army, with 1,500 helicopters in South narneSe • 
even be Pore Major Spillers had touched the i Vietnam. regularly extracts from danger 

troops and civilians who might be captured o r ground, the air rescue effort had begun. Anoth. • 
kifled by the enemy. Thus, all the servicea aro 

49414"Paikrirflukr  t'cirue  efforts. 	 __ 



The Mission Sarni 
To the Rescue: How 	Jolly Green One Five got off the ground at Sai' ll Arms Fire  

	

2:48 p.m., six minutes after getting the alert. 	̀Vhen the penetrator hit the ground, Major 

Copters, Fighters Save 	Its pilot was Capt. Robert Davis of St. Peters- Spi: lera began picking up his equipment to 

	

burg, Fla. The co-pilot was Capt. Robert N. 	
take 

wit  i  him. About that time, the chopper's pilot, 
• 	 • Ca  t. 	 Spotted small arms fire coming .  

	

Hillary of Clearwater, Fla, Airman Firet Class 	I Davis,, P° 	 - Pilots Downed in War 	Rodney J. Bettevy of Marksville, L a.,  visa  frail a small knoll to the left of the helicopter. 
flight mechanic, and Airman Second Class As it happened, the helicopter in commission 
John C. Jeffers of Blue Springs, Mo., was the the ,  day was the only one without machine 

Continued From First Page 	 "para-rescuman"--the crew member who gun; mounted on it; normally the Jolly Greens 
er pilot on the same mission radioed that the drops into the jungle to pull oa wounded Viotti car y two or three machine guns that each fire 
major had bailed out, and that his parachute if they are unable to get aboard the helicopters 800 rounds a minute of 7.62 millimeter ammo- 
had opened. That message was picked up by a unaided. Their craft headed for the supposed nitii,n. So Airman Jeffers began blasting away 
C-130 Hercules, a four-engine Lockheed Air- location of the downed pilot, which had been witl  .  his M-16 rifle, while Airman Bettevy anx- 
craf t Corp. cargo plane that had been conver- given by a fighter-bomber in the area as 300 • low 1Y waited for Major Spillers to get aboard 
ted into a flying command post and was then degrees (roughly west-northwest) and 25 miles the penetrator, and Capt. Hillary called for the • 
circling at 30,000 feet over the Gulf of Tonkin, from Dong Ha in northern South Vietnam. 	Air Force planes to come down and strafe the , 
awaiting just such a message. A C-130, which 	Meanwhile, two Air Force An Skyraidera, bill 	 . can stay on station for more than 12 hours, is propeller-driven fighters of post-World War 	1 inally, after the helicopter had been hover-I 1  IT always positioned over the gulf; equipped with 

vintage that haven't been built since 1967, had big in one spot for about four minutes, Major 1 powerful radios, it is able to pick up broad- been summoned from Udorn by the rescue cen- Spil era strapped himself to the penetrator and 
I casts over a wide area. 	 pulled up. By this time ground fire was so , ter, and two Navy versions of the same plane was  

The C-130 in turn radioed the rescue coor- were called in from the carrier Hancock In the tnte vie that Capt. Davis started flying away : 

	

s 	, dination center located high on Monkey Moun- Gulf of Tonkin, They're favorite rescue support eve.  i  before the Major was aboard. "It' a mir- 
acie we weren't hit," says Capt. Davis. Major? , tain, overlooking the Marine base here at Dan- planes because their slow speed (a top of about 

l ang, in northern South Vietnam. This center, 225 miles an hour) permits them to circle Spi ern was picked up at 4 p.m.; he had beeril  one of three in Southeata .  Asia, promptly around a downed pilot and spray the area ac- ‘--"-1-2111-177' n 	
•L'IT-IWZ"242-7:4-2111"°'' flashed the word to an Air Force helicopter des- curately with machine-gun fire to keep the 

ignated Jolly Green One Five that was sitting enemy pinned down. 
on a soccer field at Quang Tri, 90 miles north 	Jolly Green One Five arrived over the orig- of Danang. The helicopter crew had been await- _ inal position given it at 3:06 p.m., while the 
log a rescue call for eight hours—since 6:46 Navy planes were estimating they would arrive' 

' -07-ttih.. S . •J be titi  wtelin et ti  iIrtt. ;ear ti  

a.m., when the craft had taken off from its at 3:35 p.m. and the Air Force A-ls at 3:50 
home base at Danang and flown to Quang Tri p.m. When the chopper arrived, it found that a 
to be nearer the action expected that day. 	fighter-bomber pilot was talking to Major Spill- 

tOr North, 	 o: er have Normally two Jolly Greens would 	ers by radio and that he could receive voice 	the  
saved, AP reported_ 	' -- 

made the trip to Quang Tri, since two choppers transmissions over his pocket radio but could 

the second 	

'l.7.:: ;'or, "e tIII'—*fieitt. 4:':r.lv. H: '  

	

always take part in rescue missions; if the first transmit only by beeper, an automatic signal 	

1 

chopper gets shot down, e second will be able that goes on when the radio's antenna is ex- 

f  

	

to continue the miseion. But that morning only tended. The chopper also found that Major 	ground  ‘..: _.,..,....,,,r......,....f::„..,. .11. ,in 
One Of the Jolly Greens at Danang was in Spillers wasn't at the position given. 	 taii  

It 	, . - flying condition; one other was being repaired Crowded Airwaves 	 in aS 1,I ie 4 niii lx.§..:...:•Yarnaienti. 
Ported Jost aver ; 1.. after having having been shot full of holes, and anoth- 	The chopper then homed on the beeper sig- x•adi tt t  pled at   - J.. ,  . . ' • r.i.e  re-4'9)M Afianot er was grounded by mechanical trouble, 	nal, meanwhile receiving estimates of Major 	liere downed n unidin., -.-  ihanns i 

	

So a Marine helicopter, a CH-443 Sea Knight,. Spillers' position that Were relayed by the C-130 . 	 Y..) 
a twin turbine aircraft built by Vertol division from other airmen, These included various 
of Boeing Co. and capable of lifting 17 to 25 fighter pilots and a forward air controller, 
troops, was assigned by the rescue center to go flying a little single-engine 90-mile-an-hour 
along. Cessna Aircraft Co. 0-1, who had been the , 

	

spotter for another. bombing mission. At one 	. 

	

point, the airwaves became se crowded that 	Eteettnted by the - fighter Craft: jolly 'Greet ...... 
the C.130, which was controlling the aircraft -- One !nitre Then flew back to Danang. It lantt, In the area, ordered radio silence. 

Co-pilot Hillary recalls that "we had a lung 
d b en received. tie alert had e 	... 

	

search because of all the bad positions we 	

i t 5:05 p.m.. two hours and 23 minutes after , 

got." Finally, he remembers, "we worked 

	

south and got a swing on the beeper at 288 de- 	

When Major Spillers was examined 
i ang, doctors 

	Da- 

	

grees, 14 miles from Doug Ha," or about 15 	

i ompretaeitors found he had reCeited a slight 

	

on 	ture of a veterbra. After four 

miles from the position originally reported. At 
t4y8 

at 
 t 

D 	
' he was sent to a military hos- 

	

3 :40 p.m., Airman Bettevy first spotted Major 	
'l 

 s. a Clark Air Force B 	In* the Philip- 

Spillers' parachute and then, through binocu- i 	
. lars, the major himself. 	 ;tome, he talked the doctors at Clark into re 

In triae Originally scheduled to be sent back 

Jolly Green One Five then began circling 
" He's back fl ing agni^ cork still to be done. 	e 8 ae 	y 	,  

	

near, but not over, Major Spillers, to avoid giv- 	

'tuning him to Korat 'because "there's a lot of 

	

ing. away his position to the enemy until the 	low. 

Air, Force fighters arrived ten minutes later. 
They circled the area and reported no ground 
fire, so the chopper descended to a lower al-
titude to pick up the pilot, while the two Navy 
planes flew high in reserve. 

The helicopter then dropped down a 240-foot 
cable bearing a 35-pound "forest penetrator." 
This is a steel device with a folding seat plus 
straps to bind a downed man On so he won't 
fall off when hoisted. 
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(0 1 Y Green' 
F-105 Pilot 

28 April 19-61-7 

Rescues 
In DMZ 

DA NANG—In a dramatic res-
cue recently, an Air Force HH-
3E Jolly Green Giant helicopter 
crew braved intense enelny 
ground fire to pick up an inju-
red F-105 Thunderchief pilot 
3 miles inside the Demilitarized 
Zone. 

After ejecting from his battle-
damaged Thunderchief, Maj. 
Jack C. Spillers, 35, of Atlanta, 
Ga., made a sucessful parachute 
landing in a small clearing sur-
rounded by dense vegetation. 

He spent one hour and 25 mi-
nutes in the hostile territory be-
fore being hoisted aboard the 
rescue chopper. 

Major Spillers suffered pain-
ful but not serious injuries to 
his back and . ankle and is 
now in the Da Nang Alt hospi-
tal for observation and treat- 

men t. 
Capt. Robert W. Davis, St. 

Petersbung, Fla., pilot of the 
Jolly Green, said, "We hovered 
over  him for  about four minu-
tes before he got ii the hoist 
Then we started thawing gro-
und fire and had to get out of 
the area before we could get 
him completely abcard. It's a 
miracle  we  weren't hit." 

The ground  fire v'as returned 
by  the crew's por)rescueman, 
A2C John C.  Jeffers,  :lue  Springs, 
Mo. He fired 20 rou ids  from  his 
M-16  rifle at the ener ly positions. 
This  was Airman Jeffers' fourth 
pickup  since arriving  In  Vietnam. 

"I couldn't hear he  ground 
fire," he said, "but I could  see 
puffs of smoke  so emptied a 
full clip at them." 

AlC  Rodney  J. Batevy, Mar-
ksville, La.,  the Jolly Green's 
flight mechanic,  de cribed the 

• actual  pickup. 
"The area was out In the open, 

so I didn't have any trouble  lo-
wering the hoist to aim. When 
we started picking up the ground 
fire he was still abot t 10 or  15 
feet outside of the helicopter, 
but we got him tabor rd without 
any trouble as we we e leaving," 
he said. 

Capt. Robert N. Hillary, Cle-
arwater, Fla., was :ha rescue 
helicopter's copilot. All of the 
crew members are w th the 3rd 
Aerospace Rescue an I Recovery 
Group and are stationed at Da 
Nang  Alt. 

A. U. S. Marine Corps  CH-46 
Sea Knight crew flew as back-
up for the Jolly GI een, while 
Air Force A-IE and Navy A-IH 
Skyraiders flew cove. 

The  Air Force  A-IEs based at 
Udorn RTAB, were 'Holed by 
Capt. Thomas W. Burdin, Alton, 
III., and Mal. Willard A. Dillon, 
Fort Walton Beach, F a., 

The Navy Skyraide s from the 
Carrier . USS liancr ck, were 
flown by • Lieutenant Comman-
der Arnold H. Hend , trson, Le-
moore, Calif., and Lieutenant 
Norman L. Winningham, Han-
ford, Calif. 



VOL. ibig-2711. NO. 2 nut wja-  T, 	Ltfir:f;t ffitE  1 Tie Na;37. for Its part, keeps at least one 
destroyer constantly steaming about 20 miles T o theirescue 	 off the port of Haiphong and another off the 
Derniltarizerl Zone, primarily for rescue's- 1 

 sions. Each ship is equipped with a helicopter How Teams of.Copters, 	to pick up pilots who crash in the Gulf of 
Tonkh. There are also four to six helicopters 

Fighters Save Pilots aboard the two or three aircraft carriers regu- 

, 

larly stationed in the gulf; these choppers, 
used nainly on "lifeguard" duty to pick up Downed Over Vietnam 	bomber pilots spilled into the sea in takeoff oil 

	

. 	 landing accidents, have raced as far as 301 
miles inland over North Vietnam to recover 

Many Fliers Snatched From a domed pilot. And most of the time, the anti- 
sub= 
equipped 

with n  inecarrieraBirporniaLt sisanadlso20intoth2e5  gulf, 
Enemy Territory; Job Is 

c opters; many of these copters can be pressed 
Crucial as Air War Grows into rescue work if the need arises. 

, 	 Interservice Competition 	 . 

"It's often a race to see whether a Navy 
Major Spillers Makes It Back chopper, an Mr Force chopper, a patrol boat 

	

- — 	 or a dedroyer will pick up a man first," says 
a Navy rescue officer. "The guys who are shot 

By FREDERICK TAYLOR 	 down don't object to that kind of competition 
staff itaporter of THE WALL STREET JOURNAL 	at all." 
DANANG, South Vietnam--The • commu-, 	Man of the air rescues, like the pickup of 

nique was brief. At said an Air Force F405 Major Spillers, are accomplished by units of an 
Thunderchief had been downed by enemy Mr Force outfit called the 3rd Aerospace Res- i 

 ground fire inside the Demilitarized Zone on cue and Recovery Group, which has its head-
the southern edge of North Vietnam; the pilot quarters at Saigon's Tan Son Nhut air base. Its 
had  been rescued. primary job is search and rescue support for 

But behind that terse announcement of the Seventh Air Force, and it's responsible for 
another successful recovery of a U.S. pilot—in an area of more than 16,000 square miles, from 
this case, 35-year-old Major Jack Spillers of Saigon b  1  the Chinese border and from the Gulf 
Atlanta—from hostile territory lay a vast ef- of Tonki i to the western frontier of Burma. To 
fort that has turned events of high human _ handle tie task, it has three squadrons of air-
drama into routine performances. , craft bmed at Danang, at Tan Son Nhut and at 

Snatching a downed pilot from under the *Odom Royal Thai Air Force Base in Udorn, 
'enemy's nose in Vietnam demands thorough, Thailand. 
detailed preparation, with rescue helicopters 	For major rescue missions, the group banks 
and support planes kept ready to take off from heavily on HR-3 helicopters that carry four-
nearby land bases or ships at sea. It takes man crews, are built by Sikorsky division of 
quick, accurate communication and coordina- United Aircraft Corp. and are known as Jolly 
tion to get rescuers to the proper spot. Most Green Giants; the tag was hung on the craft 
particularly, it requires resourceful, courag- originally by a rescued pilot who was int-
eons action by the helicopter crews that must pressed by its size and color. (The Green Giant 
dart into danger and out. In all, hundreds of Co., the Le Sueur, Minn., pea-packer whose 
skilled men and dozens of specially equipped symbol led to the chopper's nickname, happily 
or selected aircraft take part in these life- provides the rescue squadrons with four-foot-
saving missions, high postars of its own Jolly Green Giant). 

More than 800 combat saves have been Also in -the group are HU-16 Albatross am-
made by air rescue crews since the Vietnam phibian planes built by Grumman Aircraft En. 
air war began in 1964. Of these, at least 125 gineering Corp. An Albatross, with twin en-
have been made in North Vietnam; the De- gines and a top speed of about 175 miles an 

hour, hovers over the Gulf of Tonkin during tense Department doesn't give out exact fig- 
bomber strikes on North Vietnam to pick up us-es for fear of aiding the enemy. 
airmen dcwned in the sea. Last year more than 

Rising  Plane Losses 	
20 pickurs were made by these planes; one 

As the air war over North Vietnam con— was destr *red by enemy fire when it landed on 
tinues to grow in intensity, the rescue effort be- the water and two crewmen were killed. t 
comes increasingly vital. At least 589 U.S. 
planes and six helicopters—the latter on air Rescuing Major  Spillers 

rescue missions—have been shot down over 	It's the plucking of pilots like Major Jack 
the north, and these losses have been climbing Spillers from enemy territory that entails the 
steadily; in May, a record 36 U.S. planes and greatest r sits and may yield the greatest satis-
one helicopter were knocked out of the air, 	factions, :Iere's that story in detail: 

The Ms jor took off one morning from Korat 

nam is only part of the total air rescue job 
But rescue of pilots downed over North Viet' 	The 

 Thai Air Force Base at Korat, Thailand, ini 
, in an Mt Force F-105 fighter-bomber for a the war zone, though imderstandably the most 

strike against North Vietnamese anti-aircraft publicized. More than 184 planes and - 340 
helicopters have been shot down in South Viet- sites just north of the Demilitarized Zone. 
II . and some 1,200 other planes and helicon. While bombing the targets, Major Spillers' 

was badly damaged by ground fire, and ters have been lost in accidental crashes that plane 
 ejected ected from his aircraft, landing in the per- frequently bring the Air Force Na 	

Dion of the DMZ controlled by the North Viet- rine Copwitt refttersASSI t 
that th 	. • w' 1, 	 In 	iamese. 

Even 1.1.)fore Major Spillers had touched the Vietnant:INIfy extracts from danger 
. 	_ troops and civilians who might be captured or ground, _th air rescue effort had begun. Anoth-

killed by the enemy. Thus, all the services are l  
participating in air rescue efforts. 



The Mission Starts 
TO the Resaue-!-I-Tow 	trio/pEpone  Five got off the ground at all Arms Fire  

	

kvig  pAriyE •shr -minutes after getting the alert. 	When the penetrator hit the ground, Major 

Copters, Fighters Save 	Its pilot was Capt. Robert Davis of St. Peters- Sp hers began picking up his equipment to take 
burg, Fla. The co-pilot was Capt. Robert N. Wi h him. About that time, the chopper's pilot, 

Pilots Downed in W Pi 	 Hillary of Clearwater, Fla. Airman First Class Cat. Davis, spotted small arms fire coming ar Rodney J. Bettevy of Marksville, La., was  from a small knoll to the left of the helicopter. 
flight mechanic, and Airman Second Class As it happened, the helicopter in commission 
John C. Jeffers of Blue Springs, Mo., was the thi:t day was the only one without machine 

Continued From First Page "para
-rescuman"--the crew member who guns mounted on it; normally the Jolly Greens 

er pilot on the same mission radioed that the drops into the jungle to pull out wounded pilots cat ry two or three machine guns that each fire 
major had bailed out, and that his parachute if they are unable to get aboard the helicopters 60C rounds a minute of 7.62 millimeter ammu-
had opened. That message was picked up by a unaided. Their craft headed for the supposed nit on. So Airman Jeffers began blasting away 
C-130 Hercules, a four-engine Lockheed Air- location of the downed pilot, which had been with h his M-16 rifle, while Airman Bettevy anx-
craft Corp. cargo plane that had been conver- given by a fighter-bomber in the area as 300 iou sly waited for Major Spillers to get aboard 
ted into a flying command post and was then degrees (roughly west-northwest) and 25 miles thE penetrator, and Capt. Hillary called for the 
circling at 30,000 feet over the Gulf of Tonkin, from Dong Ha in northern South Vietnam. Aii Force planes to come down and strafe the 
awaiting just such a message. A C-130, which 	Meanwhile, two Air Force A-1 Skyraiders, hil  

	

can stay on station for more than 12 hours, is propeller-driven fighters of post-World War II 	Finally, after the helicopter had been hover- 
 always positioned over the gulf; equipped with vintage that haven't been built since 1957, had ing in one spot for about four minutes, Major 

powerful radios, it is able to pick up broad- been summoned from Udorn by the rescue cen- Spi Ilers strapped himself to the penetrator and 
casts over a wide area. so  up. By this time ground fire was ter, and two Navy versions of the same plane wit' pulled  

The C-130 in turn radioed the rescue coor- were called in from the carrier Hancock in the int ;me that Capt. Davis started flying away 
dination center located high on Monkey Moun- Gulf of Tonkin. They're favorite rescue support evt n before the Major was aboard. "It's a mir-
tain, overlooking the Marine base here at Dan- planes because their slow speed (a top of about ad!. we weren't hit," says Capt. Davis. Major 
ang, in northern South Vietnam. This center, 225 miles an hour) permits them to circle Spi tiers was picked up at 4 p.m.; he had been 
one of three in Southeast Asia, promptly around a downed pilot and spray the area ac- t211.0:onod, frir_enc_himm•  And 2,5 Tninutpq  

flashed the word to an Air Force helicopter des- curately with machine-gun fire to keep the 
ignated Jolly Green One Five that was sitting enemy pinned down. 
on a soccer field at Quang Tri, 90 miles north 	Jolly Green One Five arrived over the orig- 
of Danang. The helicopter crew had been await- that position given it at 3:05 p.m., while the 
big a rescue call for eight hours—since 6:45 Navy planes were estimating they would arrive 
a.m., when the craft had taken off from its at 3:35 p.m. and the Air Force A-is at 3:50 

e(OnNeortUilS: but 
e it the pilot was 

	

made the trip to Quang Tri, since two choppers transmissions over his pocket radio but could 	• ved AP repen 
over went do wn- 

home base at Danang and flown to Quang Tri - p.m. When the chopper arrived, it found that a 
to be nearer the action expected that day. 	fighter-bomber pilot was talking to Major Spill- 

sa, 	et Normally two Jolly Greens would have ers by radio and that he could receive voice 
th  

always take part in rescue missions; if the first transmit only by beeper, an automatic signal 
chopper gets shot down, the second will be able that goes on when the radio's antenna is ex- 

(The Thunderehief was 
hit by 

	

to continue the mission. But that morning only tended. The chopper also found that Major 	ground fire just above the dernili. one of the Jolly Greens at Danang was in Spillers wasn't at the position given. 	 tarized zone, the 
flying condition; one other was being repaired Crowded Airwaves It - was t

io he 497th U.S. nt... — after having been 
shot full of holes, and anoth- The chopper then homed on the beeper sig- 

norh 

er was grounded by mechanical trouble. nal, meanwhile receiving estimates of Major 
So a Marine helicopter, a CH-46 Sea Knight, Spillers' position that were relayed by the C-130 

a twin turbine aircraft built by Vertol division from other airmen. These included various 
of Boeing Co. and capable of lifting 17 to 25 fighter pilots and a forward air controller, 
troops, was assigned by the rescue center to go flying a little single-engine 90-mile-an-hour 
along. Cessna Aircraft Co. 0-1, who had been the 

spotter for another bombing mission. At one 
point, the airwaves became so crowded that 
the C-130, which was controlling the aircraft 
in the area, ordered radio silence. 

Co-pilot Hillary recalls that "we had a long 
search because of all the bad positions we 
got." Finally, he remembers, "we worked 
south and got a swing on the beeper at 288 de-
grees, 14 miles from Dong Ha," or about 15 
miles from the position originally reported. At 
3:40 p.m., Airman Bettevy first spotted Major 
Spillers' parachute and then, through binocu-
lars, the major himself. 

Jolly Green One Five then began circling 
near, but not over, Major Spillers, to avoid giv-
ing away his position to the enemy until the 
Air. Force fighters arrived ten minutes later. 
They circled the area and reported no ground 
fire, so the chopper descended to a lower al-
titude to pick up the pilot, while the two Navy 
planes flew high in reserve. 

The helicopter then dropped down a 240-foot 
Waring  A *Pilf.  rft"fltrforekrator." 
is.pesteeVitalWr Wit  at plus 

straps to bind a downed man' oinoThe won't 
fall off when hoisted. 

.1/be over the North. Hanoi radio claimed three U.S. planes 
were downed Sunday.) - 

Escorted by the fighter craft, Jolly Green 

One Five then flew back to Danang. It landed 
at 5:05 p.m., two hours and 23 minutes after 
the alert had been received. 

When Major Spillers was examined at Da-
nang, doctors found he had received a slight 
compression fracture of a veterbra. After four 
days at Danang, he was sent to a military hos-
pital at Clark Air Force Base in the Philip-
pines. Originally scheduled to be sent back 
home, he talked the doctors at Clark into re-
turning him to Korat because "there's a lot of 
work still to be done.'" He's back flying again 
now. 


