Battalion Ilospital.
(4) 1tssion 1-3-67, 8 lay 67, Pedro 96 saromtled from Dallang, RV
to aid four Marines who were Qomded 12 miles west of DaNang. Pedro 96
mé shot down with@inor injuries to the crew. The crew was picked up
the néxt day and airaraft was destroyed., |
(5) Mission 1-3-68, 9 lky 67. Pedro 95 scramtled P DaYang, KV
on a Ul-13 crash. Reoovered two bodies and returncd to-'De.IIang.
— (6) ildssion 1-3-75, 21 iy 67. Pedro 95 scranbled from Dallang,RVil
fo aid 5 marines who needed medidal evacuation 7 n.les north westmf.ﬁa.i.".\ng.
Survivors recovered and turned over to lst liurine lledicnl B;ttaliox{"’-'fiospitnl.
(1) fiidssion 1-3-87, 12 Jun 67, Podro 95 ocrwubled from Dailang, iV
on 2 F43 pilots 5 miles east of Jgllang, Both were recovered and returﬁed
to Dallong.
«~(8) Mission 1-3-92, 21 Jun 67. Pedro 95 ccraibled from Dailang, VM
on an 4A=4 pilot that was down 5 miles weot of Dallaag. Pilot recovered ~nd
returned to Delang.
Suminry of I-Iilsaions. Light actual aircrew recovery missions resulted in
)
the reqovery of ten persons, all of which were liarines and two civilian
bodies. 216 local ’:ﬂae recovery or Fire Suppression ﬁissions rnd 146
hisce;lr.neoga support missionos were flown. |
8. Personnel.
as Introduction. The 38th nerospa@ Kegoue and itegovery Squidron
at Tan Son Fhut performs all of the administrative and pcrsonnel services,
nsoisted by the Detachment's idministrotive seoticn ot Daling, except for
fincmﬁa. b
b. 4dssigned Strength. The average strength ¢f the pexrmanently nssimed
personnel has romained at 14, 'This number inoludcs 5 officers nnd.‘g

S——
i N

airmen, During this period 2 .gf,gtoerasnd 4 anm ted iiéiabnnol have been



£ X

1. (s)(cpl.) m 9 qu-n Glpt nm. m Gudner AXC (nhn., and ss;t. Stemple

, rescued Justin C. Bryant, a ar?ilotforcnntinatallirunaainl.aos.
" During this rescue the PJ's ‘om both planes and Capt Lisko's co-pllot were
put on the ground,

2. (s)(Gps) On 14 April Lt Col Fletcher, Maj Moore, £Sgt Rogcraon, and A2
Bowers rescued Maj Paul B, Crsw, an Air Parce F-105 pilot in Laos.

3. (s)(m)muqd,ummu,mmm tndla‘,Bennopd.d:edup
Wiﬂlm « Mekkers, an FAC pilot in North V§ptnax.

b, (S)(Cps) On 24 April Lt James, Ma) Shows, SSgt Picilesimer, and A2C *

‘Brottan muedl/l-t Jo!!n B. llﬂ.lhollen, an r:.c pilot in North Vietnan.

. g 3 '
EX (s)(epn) oy Faios p:lJ.Ot-, Maj C.C. Vas, was picked-ap by cl.pt ornm,

- Gapt roehur. 83gt In.t.m, and AIC Benno on 3 May.

‘4.

6. la)(Opl;) Capt Webster, Capt Bﬂdla,r, Ssgt Godaq. and lBgt wﬂnm-
rescued Maj Glen Wilson, an F-105 pilot in Nerth Vietnm en 14 May.

7. (8)(Cp4) On 21 May Lt Col Fletcher, Capt May, SSzt Eogerson, and A2C
Bermo rescued Lt Hugh Wisely and Ensign Jim Laing, SNevr FAB pilots in Laos.
On the same day Capt Swvoboda, Lt gonos, SSgt Riley, anl A2C Brotton picked
up Navy SH-3A crew members, Lt david Georgus, Lt JT Samal Payne, Dale B.
Kome' and Tm R. m’ i-n I.‘-O!.

8. (3)(cpf) Two USAF A1E pilots, Maj Raush and Haj Bunsel, were rescusd by

" Capt Firse, Capt Hester, SSgt Ely, and A2C Davis in Horth Vietnam on 11 June:

A2C Davis, his PJ, was wunded by ground-fire.

9. (3)(Gps) Capt Dowdy, ¥aj Shows, SSgt And-owsky, anc A2C Pighini picked
up Lt Col William L, Jansse:, an F=1(5 pilot, on 16 Jure in Thailand,

10. (8)(Gp4) Cn 2i June Capt Firse, Cart Fechser, SSzt Ely, and A2c
Klenovich rescued Capt Robert E. Patterson, cn EP-101 jilot, in North
Vietnam., During this pick-up SAM's were fired at the kigh bird,

11. (5)(Gpk) Lt James, Maj Wells, SSgt Picklesimsr, and A2C Pighini
rescued an F~105 pilot, Kaj Ralph Kunster, ir Laos on 30 Jume.
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Robert LaPointe

From:

To:

Sent: Wednesday, January 24, 2001 9:05 AM
Subject: YANKEE System

Mr. LaPointe,

Your message from the beginning of the month was forwardec to my attention.
I worked at Stanley during the YANKEE Escape System, and [ am the

keeper of Stanley's history. I checked and you are correct, Major James

Holler was the first pilot to be saved by the YANKEE Escape System.
Incidently, we had over 100 documented successful extractions.

Please capitalize YANKEE in your book. It is a registered tradename.
Both the pictures are from Stanley Aviation. You may use them for your
book.

Please let me know when your book is published, I would like to get a copy
to read and put in our history files.

If I can assist further, please let me know.

Kind regards,
Sigrid O'Dell



In 1965, a contract was received from the Air Force for production
quantities of a proprietary novel aircrew escape system, which had been
under development, by the Corporation since the early '60's. Named the
"YANKEE" aircrew escape system (because it "yanked" the man out of
the aircraft) it used a tractor rocket, launched from the cockpit, which
pulled (extracted) rather than pushed (ejected) the crew member from the
cockpit, permitting the seat to remain with the aircraft. This system,
installed in the A-1G, A-1H and T-28 aircraft, was used extensively during
the Vietnam War. There are documented incidents of over eighty
aircrewmen being saved from disabled aircraft by this unique escape
system. It is probable that there were many more successful extractions
by airmen who subsequently fell into enemy hands or who perished after
landing

http://www.stanleyaviation.com/stanley.htm 12/31/00
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Customer Login

Stanley Avi

Corporati
Company His

Mr. Robert M. Stanley founded Stanley Aviation Corporztion in Buffalo, New York, in July 1!
performance of engineering design, development and manufacture in the aerospace field.

During 1949, the Corporation was awarded a contract b\ the government to develop a stan:
ejection seat. From this time through 1960, Stanley Aviation produced in excess of 2,800 dc
seats, as well as other types of ejection seats for the RB-66, F-102, F-104, F-106 and P6M

In 1953, it became apparent that additional facilities wold be required to permit increased |
January 1954, an agreement was entered into with the City of Aurora, Colorado, to purchas
land adjacent to the south edge of Denver's Stapleton A rport. Soon thereafter, a 75,000 sq
erected, and transfer of essentially all of the ejection sezt production programs to the Denv
June 1954,

During the third quarter of 1958, following competition agjainst Martin, Republic and Goodye
was awarded a contract from General Dynamics, Ft. Worth, to design, develop, test and me
encapsulated aircrew escape system for their B-58 Hust'er bomber. This, by far the largest
undertaken by the Corporation, took approximately five years to complete. It ultimately requ
level of almost 1300 personnel. The last production B-5¢ capsule was delivered to General
1963.

L.

systzm, which had been under develop
Corporation since the early '60's. Name
aircrew escape system (because it "yar
the aircraft) it used a tractor rocket, laui
which pulled (extracted) rather than pu
meniber from the cockpit, permitting the
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aircraft, was used extensively during th
are documented incidents of over eight
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http://www stanleyaviation.com/stanley.htm 12/31/00
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1) CANOPY JETTISON TO PROVIDE
~" CLEAR PATH FOR CREW MEMBERS

E'\\ '.

@ SEAT BELT AND SHOULDER RESTRAINT
STRAPS ARE RELEASED,

L t\ e
© B S S

Figure 3-2. Yankee Escape System—Typical Extraction Sequence

http://skyraider.org/hook/dashonet/yankee.htm 12/31/00



A-1 Combat Journal - Chapter 7 Sandy Lead Page 1 of 1

Nearly five hours strapped into the Yankee seat with no strike tc show for it. We used an
inflatable donut to sit on since there was very little padding in the seat. Such a device would
have been foolish in an ejection seat since the ejection forces would undoubtedly cause
severe back injury if a cushion were used. But, the A-1 did not have an ejection seat. The
Yankee Escape System by Stanley Aviation was unique to the A-1 Skyraider and was an
extraction system rather than an ejection system. Instead of a rocket in the seat that pushed
you out of the aircraft, seat and all, the Yankee Seat had a rocke: attached to nylon lanyards
that pulled the pilot out of the aircraft. Best of all, it worked.

http://skyraider.org/hook/journalset/jrnChap7.htm 12/31/00



The Ejection Site: Stanley YANKEE Extraction System Page 1 of 2

The Ejection Site
Stanley YANKEE Extraction Systern

One of the oddest egress systems ever designed, the Stanley YANKEE
system was utilized in the Douglas A-1 Skyraider. This system
functions by means of a extraction rocket similar in principle to the
drogue gun systems on normal ejection seats. Once the catapult charge
fires, the spin stabilized rocket is fired when the pendant lines reach full
tretch. The rocket is launched from the -ear wall of the cockpit and by
means of a pair of Perlon pendants (straps) pulls the pilot up and out of
the cockpit. The parachute is rigged with an automatic opening system
which is activated after the rocket pendants seperate from the parachute
risers. The system includes a set of rails ‘o0 allow the seat back to rise up
and the seat pan is articulated to assist in the positioning of the pilot to
the vertical as the rocket extracts him.

The system was effective from 30kts at ground level (wings level). I hav: heard that it was effective for
crewmen over the normal weight limits.

The system was considered for use in the NASA Space Shuttle and testirg was done to prove that the
rocket could extract an astronaut via the side crew entry hatch. I believe hat it was rejected as there is
limited access to the cabin hatch from the various crew seat positions. It 1lso was difficult to add extra
hatches in the pressure hull for alternate exit positions. The Shuttle now is configured with a boom
system that extends out of the crew hatch to provide a sliding exit for the astronauts. The astronauts
would slide out along the boom and manually activate their parachutes. This was selected over the
YANKEE type system as it required less modification for almost the san e egress speed.

Currently the system is owned by Universal Propulsion Co. which purchiased some of Stanley Aviation's
designs a few years ago. The system is now known as the RANGER systzm.

YANKEE is a registered tradename of Stanley Aviation

|General Seat arrangement
|Canopy Jettison

ll‘ractor catapult charge firing
|Pgndant lines stretch full

|Crewman begins movement

|Crewman/aircraft separation

Parachute Auto system arms
Diagrams Courtesy Byron Hukee, Former Skyr:zider Pilot

i

and his
The Official Douglas A-1 Skyraider Sitc

http://www .bestweb.net/~kcoyne/yankee.htm 12/31/00



Detachment 9, 38th Aerospace Rescue. & ﬁeconry Squadron, with two -
HH=43F helicopters assigned, had two significant opom':ionﬂ rescue
missions during this i\porting period., The first occurred on 6 April
1967, when & U.S. Army UH-1D helicopter made a forced landing in known
hostile territory, 18 miles south of Pleiku Air Base, Potuan, Vi
Army crewmembers were recovered by one of the detachmeat's HH-43F and
returned to Holloway Army Air Field, located two miles aoﬁtheast.of
Pleiku Air Base. The auéoncl significant mission occurred on 21 May
1967, when the injured pilot of an AIE "Skyraider" fighter was recovered
by this det.ac:h:lmnt'...2 The AlE was enroute on a tacticel miseion when it
encountered engine failure, caused by suspected hostile small arms ground -
fire, seven mileés northwest of Pleiku Air Base, The jdilot ejected at
about 1000 feet altitude, but broke both ankles in larding. _'nm was
the first ejection from an AlE in Vietnam and utilizec. the ohly recently
installed "Tankee"™ rocket ejection system, The injured pilot was aboard
the detachment's HH=/3F helicopter 20 minutes after e jection from the
aircraft.

During the reporting period, Detachment 9, flew a total of 56 local

‘ base rescue precautionary scrambles in support of air:raft landing at
Pleiku with declared emergencies., 200 total flying hours were accumlated
during this three month period on the two HH-.BF':Q !(osf. of this flying
time was flown as training missions for the upgrade aad contimation
training of oﬁr 19 aircrew members. | R

1. Hission Narrative 9=38-8=6 Apr 67.
2. l_ﬁnm Narrative 9-36-9-21 May 67.

71
-~ K



e e B ji(returned) B | |

596 |20 May 1967 |RF-101 _ |NVN |Maddox N. G. Maj _|MIA

597 121 May 1967 [|A-1E SVN  |Holler J. C. Maj [Rescued

598 |21 May 1967 |F-100D _ |SVN |Lindberg D. C. [Capt [KIA

599 122 May 1967 JO-1E NVN  |Holmes L. E. fLtCol [KIA

00 |22 May 1967 |[F-4C NVN  [Perrine E. L. ICapt [MIA Backus K. F. ILt KIA

|601 22 May 1967 |[F-4C NVN  [Vogel R. D. Mai E}r ?tl”me " BaldwinD.L.  fiLt  [Rescued

[602 |25 May 1967 |[F-4C Sea  [[Rhymes C. C. [Maj  [Rescued SAF Helo RandolphR. E.  JliLt Rescued

1603 |27 May 1967 |[[F-105D INVN [[Blackwood G. B.  |[Capt [[MIA

1604|130 May 1967 |[F-4C Sea  [ISchrupp W. C. Maj |[Rescued [[USN Ship MacDougall T. R. [[Capt  [[Rescued
- [1605 ][31 May 1967 [[F-4C Sea  [[Fulcher M. C. [Maj  [Rescued [[USN Helo Wolff A. E. [Capt Rescued

ueoa 2June 1967 [F-10SD  [NVN [Smith D. L. Maj o

Ji(returned)

1607 {2 June 1967 |[F-4C INVN [[Rockett A. C. Jr [Capt [MIA [Carrier D. L. 1Lt KIA

608 |13 June 1967 |[B-57B |u Springston T. Maj  [MIA Kearns J. T. [Capt  [[MIA

1609 [[4 June 1967 [[A-1E ILAOS [Robinson L. M. ILtCol [[KIA

1610 |{4 June 1967 |[F-105D Sea  [[KoughC.J.Jr Maj |[[Rescued [[USN Helo

611 Jf5June 1967 JO-1G SVN |[Butterfield D. H. Capt [KIA

[612 |[6June 1967 JF-100D _ |SVN |[Baker D.S. [Cant _IKTA |

[613 [[6Junc 1967 |RF-4C __ |JLAOS |[OwensJ. L. Maj |MIA Sale H. R. Jr Lt JKIA

[614 || 8 June 1967 |[F-4C INVN [[Apodaca V. J. [Capt [KIA Busch J. T. 1Lt IKIA

615 || 8 June 1967  [F-4C Sea Colton C. A. [Maj [[Rescued [[USAF Helo Franks R. D. 1Lt Rescued

1616 | 8 June 1967 B-57B SVN  Busch E. H. ICapt  [KIA Morrison P. W. 1Lt HKIA

[617 |11 June 1967 JJA-1E INVN  |[Rausch J. F. Maj |[IRescued |[USAF Helo Russell R. L. Maj Rescued

{618 || 11 June 1967 [F-4C INVN  |[Stockman H. S. LtCol Frg)tgned) Webb R. J. WCapt POW (retur

619 [11Junc 1967 JF-4C NN [Klemm D. M. May  JKIA | ~Pearson R.H.__iLt __|KIA




