Hit, Heading West..." Starts Rescue in North

BAR Vietmim BEuirsaw

SAIGON—A Thatlund based
Air Force pilot was  reseoed
from Comighunist terrllory Fri-
day after his plane win shot
down over North Vietham

Another plune was hit st the
same time but moanaged (o limp
back o 15! base

The pllot—Munj. Paul B Cras,
38, of Wichita, Kin.—wux flving
his 12000 mission over the north
when his  Fais  Thunderehief
wite hit

“Ton it and beading west,™

Craw radioed, Then the sigail
weil dead.

Another pilol, Cuapt. Thamas
P. Hitcheock of East lampton,
Vo, saw Craw's landing s
drop off and smoke pour [rom
the plane but did nol know W
Craw bailed out.

A the plage erashed. Hitoh
cock heard u gurbled messgve
over the radio. It was om
Craw: **, . . I ihink 1 broke iy
Jegz and 1 can’t move, . i

Hilcheack  cireled
dogyned companion

over s
until  is

plane started to drop, 1. too
had been hit by fire. Hitchooek
radioed  for  help and  wos
escorted  back (o Takhl AB.
Thalland.

Other Thunderchiels und AE
Skyraiders flew over Craw's
hiding place on o hillgide, keep-
ing North Vietnamese searchers
away [rom the American piiet.

Within 90 minutes a  Jolly
Green Gt rescue  chopper
dropped a line and picked up
the wountied pilol

It owas the 38ed cescue for (he

helicopler erew, from  Detach.
mend, 2, 37 Alr Rescue and
Recovery Sq. Craw's plane was
the sBith U.S aireralt downed
over North Vietpam.

DS pllots Mlew 103 missons
over the north against enemy
sites in the panhandle, east of
Haiptiong and near Dien Bien
Pha.

Alr Foree piols flew 31 mmois-
stous, Nuvy pllots 66 and Ma-
rine fliers six

Three Army helicopters were
Wt by ground lire over the

sxooth. Two were dowoed and
three crewman were wounded.

The other chopper was hit by
a claymors mine detonated in
a tree in Long An Provinee but
was able to My to Vung Tau.

Plunes flew 426 sorties in the
republic, Including 187 support-
ing ground forces.

Army helicaplers killed 46 Viet
Cong during 5,800 sorties. Mu-
rine hellcopters flew 833 sorties.

B-5%¢ struck twice 18 miles
southwest of Hue,



