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3rd Group Honored 

President Salutes Rescue Men 
----~ ~------L_ WASHINGTON - It was a 

balmy day for March and the 
sun shone through the win­
dows of the White House. 

President Lyndon B. John­
son looked at the sun and 
said something about it being 
a beautiful day in Washing­
ton but rescue pilots and 
crewmen in Vietnam often 
had to fly in weather that 
wasn't so beautiful. 

Standing tall above the 
men in uniform, the presi­
dent said: "The contributions 
of the 3rd Aerospace Rescue 
and Recovery Group to the 
struggle for freedom are al­
ready legendary" . He said: 
"By their very existence, they 
have provided our downed 
fliers with the knowledge 
that they are not forgotten 
- that help Is on the way". 
He said: "To a man bobbing 
in an empty sea or crawling 
through a dense jungle, that 
knowledge is a blessing with­
out price" . 

597 Combat Saves 
The 3rd Aerospace Rescue 

and Recovery GToup, credited 
with 597 combat saves in 
Southeast .Asia, that day re­
ceived the Presidential Unit 
Citation and "the right to be 
honored among America's 
heroes". 

Listening to the president 
were men such as Lt. Col. 
Baylor Haynes, who led the 
HH-3E Jolly Green Giants of 
Detachment 5 of the 38th 
Aerospace Rescue and Re­
covery Squadron; Capt. Wil­
liam E . Cowell, Capt. John 
Guilmartin, and Capt. James 
Butera, much-decorated HH-
3E pilots; M/ Sgt. Charles 
Walther, pararescueman with 
Detachment 6 of the 38th, 
and Airman/ 2C Malcolm Has­
sler, who flew more than 150 
combat missions as a para­
rescueman with the HH-3Es 
of Detach ment 5. 

ond presented to the Air 
Force for rescue work in 
Southeast Asia. The 38th 
Squadron, now part of the 
3rd Group, received the cita­
tion last year. 

This month's citation covers 
the period Aug. 1., 1965, to 
J une 30, 1966. During that 
period, the group rescued 339 
men, 304 from almo3t cer­
tain capture. 

Rescues ranged from open­
water pickups by amphibians 
in the Gulf of Tonkin, under 
fire from shore batteries, to 
rescues by helicopter deep 
in North Vietnam. 

The 3rd Group served with 
distinction in World War II 
and in the Korean War, with 
15 campaign . streamers and 
six unit citations to its 
credit. Now based at Tan Son 
Nhut in Vietnam, the group 
flies HC-130H and HU-16 
fixed-wing planes, and HH-3E, 
HH-43B, and HH-43F helicop­
ters. There are three squad-

rons in the group: the 37th, ried to Air Force Lt. Judith 
38th, and 39th. Ohr Guilmartin, an lnforma-

Personnel from he group tion officer at Eglin Air Force 
have received m )re than Base in Flotida (where the 
1,800 individual awa ~els . These captain is stationed) and an 
have included: t 1ree Air interested onlooker at the 
Force Crosses, 64 Siver Stars, White House ceremony. 
three awards of t 1e Legion The citation, read by Secre-
of Merit, 251 Dis .inguished tary Brown, lauds the men of 
Flying Crosses, 18 Airman's the 3rd Group for "excep-
Medals, 24 Bron~ Stars, tional gallantry in support 
1,330 Air Medals, 25 Purple of operations against an op-
Hearts, and 117 . ~ir Force posing armed force" and for 
Commendation Med ;i.ls. "continually exposing them-

Seven members of the selves to hostile air . and 
group have been k Uled in ac ground forces in accomplish-
tion. Fourteen are listed as ing their mission". 
missing in action. President Johnson, in his 

1958 Appoints 1ent 

During the pr• !sentation, 
the president was reminded 
that Captain C uilmartin, 
credited with 118 missions 
and five men save i , in HH-
3Es, was nominat ~d to the 
Air Force Academ f in 1958 
by . then-Senator I yndon B. 
Johnson. Guilmarti i is mar-

statement, ended on this note: 
"We are proud to pay tribute 
... to the gallant men of the 
3rd Aerospace Rescue and 
Recovery Group. Their cour­
age and self-sacrifice have 
provided us with a glowing 
example of American man­
hood. They are a credit to a 
grateful nation. We salute 
them all." 

Others who watched the 
ceremony included Air Force 
Secretary HaroJd Brown . 
Gen. J ohn McConnell, Ai; 
Force chief of s taff ; Brig. Gen . 
George Boylan of the Mili­
tary Airlift Command ; Brig. 
Gen. Allison Brooks, com­
mander of the Aerospace 
Rescue and Recovery Se rv­
ice, and Col. Arthur Beall 
commanding officer of th~ 
3rd Group during the period 
that led to the citation. 
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.. n .. °' Major Adrian D. Youngblood, .37th ARRS 

svrnCT Rescue Crew Col!IDander' ~ Report (l-3-42, 

10 Operating Location l, 3rd ARRGp No_J)OQ~S-78 
i; (U) (Gp-4) This report ia subnitted to provide your agmc7 ·infor­
mation required by paragraph 4c, A.RRs-1 ·55-2. 

2. (C) (Gp-4) On 13 March 67, I was the Rescue Cr8\I CoI:lllalde'r of Jolly . 
Green 24 (lovbird) \lhen we received instructions through 'Cigar" to scramble 
and pickup the survivors of a downed M.1rine H- 34 hellcopt~r. Not~i-
cntion was received at 1745L and we \Jere airborne, along nth Jolly 
Green 07 (highbird) at 17501. The reported position of tie do\IIled. air­
craft was Z17°/14 N.M. from channel 109 (Dong Ha) on the Jouthern edge 
of the DMZ. We arrived on the scene at l807L and contact was made with 
Crovn 2 and Deadlock 12-0 (Huey-gunship) 'Who wa.S circling the area. A 
Marine R-46, Northbrook 50-1, had already arrived tO reac1e the survivors. 
As ve watched the H-!>6 hovering, we suddenq_ saw A large iright flrseb 
~()() yards from hh r;I ibt 31 d A• The heli CO pt er then tolle i Over QD 1 ta 
i'tde and crashed at 1810L. People were seen exiting the iircraft before 
i t burst into flames. 

3. (G) (Gp-4.) Crown 2 advised us that tvo HobO (AlE)' airc~af't wuld 
arrive on the scene shortly, and for us to wit tor them to sterilize 
the area befo" attempting a rescue. Since I had seen th3 position o~ 
the ground.fir~ that knocked down the H-46, I directed the Hobo night 
~tor repeated ordnance runs. They continued. their pass:ta until Sandy­
t.Llght (AlE) arrived at 1BJ5L. then the 8andY aircraft co ltinued to 

J e:xPend ordnances. 
~ e 4. (C) (Gp-4.) The crew of Northbrook 50-1, in the meanti.Ju, was trans-

!li 

1. jC' mitting on their emergency radio and reported ground.fire D:oq all !7McJ- · 
~ After 30 minutes of continued passes, Sandy 5 (on scene comandel:-) ~ 

~ 
fud a smokescreen to the north to blanket heavy gunfire l'rom that area. ,. · ~ ri 

" ~ Major Olsson, copilot, computed our weight vs. hovering p»wer and dumped · ~ 3 
f'Uel to m1n1mJZll capacity-. Also at this time the tip tanln vere jetti- ! : 

9 J soned. As ve began a descent, following Sandy 5 in, I br tef'ed ur:r crew : - · 
., to don their armor vests and to prepare for expected grould.f'ire. The tf I ......) 

'H crash site was halfva7 up the northern slope of the east- -1est mountain ~ ! ; \ 
" ~ ~

0 

ridio, and the moun~ous area vas covered by dense jung Le growth and ~ !! a 
§ ~ tall trees. The survivors were directed. to fire a fiare ihich pinpointed § j g \).) 

't:f !:: their position. An extremely high hover ws required to ;>rovide bare- J j ~ 
~ ~ ly en0ugh clearance between the main and .tail rotors and· the high trees : ~ 
.6 ~ ...,. o:a the sloping hillside. SSgt Chambers, flight mechanic, directed me 
~ ~ ~ . in to the survivors as he extended. the cable with jungle ;>enetrator ·~ .... ~ ~ 
41 ~a -attached. He later told me the cable was iHlJY extended 1'o ?AO feet. . \ , 
~.a On the ground, the_ most seriously injured man va.s loaded )n to the hoist. , :

1 
: ~ 
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A#O SAN NANCISCO. KUP 

Major~ D. Youngblood, .37th .ARRS 

Rescue Crev Comander• 11 Report (l-3-42, i~iart•) (U) . . . 

Operating Location 1 1 .)rd .umGp No_{,)(,)Q ..S-.S-7 8 
l. (0) (Gp-4) This report 1• subidtted to provide 7our ag1incy" intor-
mation required by paragraph 4c, ARRs.1 ·55-2. · 

2, ( C) ( Gp-4) Ckl 13 March 6 7, I vas the Re'scue Crew Cor:111aJ lde'r o! J ollT . 
Green 24 (l.ovbird) vhen we received instructions through 'Cigar" to ecramble 
and pickup the survivors ot a downed Marine H-34 hollcopt11r, Not~-
cntion vaa received at 1745L and ve vere airborne, along Hith Jolly 
Green 07 (highbird) at 1750L. The reported position o! t he dow.ed a.ir­
cratt vas zn"/14 N.M. f'rom channel 109 (Dong Ha) on the 11outhern edge 
ot the DMZ. We arrived on the scene at l807L and contact vas made vith 
Crovn 2· ~ Deadlock 12-0 (Hue7-gunship) ~o vs.a e~cung the area. A 
Maril;le K-46, Northbrook 50-1, had ilieadJ'. arrived to rescHe the survivors. 
J.a ve vatohed the H-LI> hovering, ve Sudd~ •IV a large · g1ght flonb 
~00 yards ttoJp hi is rhtht 31de, Tbo heH Copter then rolled oyer pn 1 tn 
itde and craphed at 181.0L. People vere seen exiting the nircratt be.tore 
it burst into names •. ,,_ . 
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Juat aa SSgt Clw:bors and the rescue epec18ll.at, ilrm.n Hacla eT, loaded 
the survivor on board, ve ~ nearby gunshot.. Bull.eta ~i&n to pepper 
t.he aircra.ft like pop~~-~~P~. and I 1med:iate~ · dumped the 
nose and pulled mayimum pover ~start a cf.1mb 1Jl't9 the SllOkC screen, 
vhich I hoped vould provide some protection. Tho inatant I Jovered the 
nose to accelerate, several varn1.ng lights on the master \lal"I.ing pe.nel 
illuminated and I smelled a pungent odor like electrical virca burning. 
My f'irst thought vas that ve 'd lost one or both engines. Bui , vith.1.n 
seconds al.1 the varning light• vent out except the /12 generai ~r and the 
#2 transformer rectifier vhich vere later restored to normal operation 
by Major Olsson. As we entered the sr.iokescreen, I could dim:.y see a 
~e.l". vet,tical mountain looming_ directlz._ahead, and b&illced s harply to 
avoid it. 

5. {C) (Gp-I.) ~ ve continued the climb-out, I checked the o·;her crev­
members for injuries. Airman Hackney had been knocked down hy a bullet 
that graze<l .tQg top of his helmet. Also he vas hit by a pie :e of shra?lel 
that struck an emergency radio iii his pocket, preventing an .m_ury. Major 
Olsson and SSgt Chambers were unhurt. Enroute back to Donp. :ii;tiie rescue 
speci alist applied emergency medical aid to the seriously in iured survivor, 
vho had suffered a sever·e head injury and a compound leg fra :ture during 
the H-46 crash. He ws in extre?nely serious condition and A Lrman Hackney 
remarked several t.iJ:les that ve'd better hurry, or the surviv>r wuldn't 
l ive. An ambulance vas standing by as ve landed 13 minutes U'ter the rescue. -6. (C) (Cip-4) Investigat.ion on the gro~d revealed at leaU..blJ31llet 
entry holes in the fuselage. One bullet struck the generator, and 
another severed a hydraulic line, alloving all the .nuid or the utill ty 
hydraulic 67stem to e:Jcape. T\lo rotor blades vere hit ill th;, main spar. 

7. (C) (Gp-4) Weather a~·. the ' ti:ne of launch trom Quang Tri lias. clear. 
At the c~sh site; scattered to broken cumulus clouds coverei the area at 
1500 feet (AGL), which hampered .. to·. 8ooo extent the effort of the Ali aircraft. 

(~4) Initial n9.illJ!?o.t~o~: 1~4~ 
Scramble , take=.or.r,- (JollY; Greens) 1750L· 
.JollY,' dreens ; arriv~···oti ~the sc;ene -at.'1807L 
Re_s~ ot.:one .survivop was at. 190'7L 
Depar~~ ·area at:l907L 
Jolly ... Greens:·landed at_ Dong Ha ·at 1920Ii 

9. ( C) ( Gp-4) Type of. terrdn::·. 20QO~ foot· high mo\Dltainous t E rrain com­
pletely · covered by naaVy·:'J°':Zliglet· grOwtll,~ . brush' and· tall ,tree: . Host of the 
trees · an~ .. ::Yeie~ation:.~pp~~~d8~~;1 ~~efentlY. .. . ~s ,a ... re~ult or defoliation. 
Th~·tp~~l..-up .. was, made'. ti::~. ~e ' ~d~~t~ .a 4~;:slopilig' mountain A small 
stream ran through the· bottom oi\ the., valley~ 

10~ (CF .(Gt)-4) The i'~rs~~c~~:t~yl~h- ~rcra£t · in. the. area i ~s with Deadlock 
12-0 •. , Hobo night ws·~~ne f:irat A:LF,.Force aircr4f,ft to arri•re after Jolly 
Green reached the scene~ ·. Crovn 2 coordinated the SAR force.1. Sandy 5 and 
6 · an.~'!~ . later .. ~ ·JJiak!re~:a~.:"o~~co ... ~s vi~~ Hobo · r~.ght. ror tho 
purposEf.of' suppi:essing. grQundfire.: '!he . Ho~ . ah:craf':t wre j dndered .in 
the first ffsses: l:i,r.)Iariile_=. ~4B·:~· :we>;,\,8:s .also .. maldng· lov pa ises. A ne~ 
m.iCl-air cod sion resulted•' severa.li ·agencles attempted con·;act with the . 
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j eta 1 but were un..uoceaaiul. 

ll. (C) (Cp-.4) Bo•tl]~~ SZH :Jt;M· !be da>ned -
01.'W'9 .were oomplet.J.t __ _____!Ci_ OD _!_ itue troc: P•1 who . 
po•M••ed w.ll.. uaa and au o Wapon8. 

12. (U) Bot.a The rescue aJ*)hliat vu v~ the teat hel.at, 
(Ballistic and crash; Spec. MlJ,..Jl....43388-GL) when he received a creaae 
on the top ot the helmet that knocked h1D down. The helmet lllatained 
TI47 little d!l!ap.. 
~ 

13. (C) (Gp-.4) Surrlvora name: Marine Cpl M. F. Gey' 2152044 
mt{ 164 . . 
MAG 16 Dong Ba, RVlf 

1.4 • . ~c) (~) JollT Green 24 (lDVbird) 
· Major !drian D. Youngblood, RCC 

Major Carl W. _Olaeon, Copilot 
SSgt 1"4rl E. Cbambara, ·Flight Meoha.nio 
J.2C Duane D; Hackn97, Rescue Specialist 

Joll7 Green en (highbird) 
Captain David E. Dickq, RCC 
Captain .robJ:i E. Biµligan, Copilot 
J.2C Mic~l c. Brown, Flight MecbAnic 
!2C Joseph M • .Dutf'11 ~acue'S~ci.aliat 

GROJP 4 
--, a·· d·e·d at •3 vear Dow:1gr . . " · ' 
1: "t '"" . val's ·;· de }lass1.f1ed n er . . ·~- . 
. after l~ J.eax' 
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CONFIOENTIAl DECLASSIFIED 
w HH-3 / HC-130 operations:34 

On 13 March 1967, I was the Resc11e Crew Commander 
of Jolly Green 24 (lowbird) when we r ?ceived instructions 
through "Cigar" to scramble and pick lp the survivors of 
a downed Marine H-34 helicopter. N<>tification was 
received at 1745L and we were airborne , along with Jolly 
Green 07 (highbird) at l 750L. The reported position of 
the downed aircraft was 277° / 14 N. M from channel 109 
(Dong Ha) on the southern edge of the DMZ. We arrived 
on the scene at 1807L and contact was made with Crown 2 
and Deadlock 12-0 (Huey-gunship) whc was circling the 
area. A Marine H-46 . Northbrook SC-1. had already 
arrived to rescue the survivors. As ve watched the H-4 () 
hovering , we suddenly saw a large hr ght flash 100 yards 
from his right side. The helicopter t ien rolled over on 
its side and crashed at 181 OL. Peopl ~ were seen exiting 
the aircraft before it burst into flam e;, 

Crown 2 advised us that two Hobo (A lE) aircraft would 
arrive on the scene shortly, and for us to wait for them 
to sterilize the area before attemptin~ a rescue . Since 
I had seen the position of the groundfi ·e that knocked 
down the H-46, I directed the Hobo fli ~ht in for repeated 
ordnance runs. They continued their Jasses until Sandy 
flight (AlE) arrived at 1835L. then th•? Sandy aircraft 
continued to expend ordnances . 

The crew of Northbrook 50-1. in tt e meantime, was 
transmitting on their emergency radic and reported 
groundfire from all quadrants . After 30 minutes of 
continued passes , Sandy 5 (on scene C)mmander), laid 
a smokescreen to the north to blanket heavy gunfire 
from that area. The copilot computec our weight vs . 
hovering power and dumped fuel to mi 1imum capacity. 
Also at this time the tip tanks were je .tisoned. As we 
began a descent , following Sandy ;) in. I briefed my crew 
to don their armor vests and to prepa ·c for expected 
groundfire . The crash site was halfw iy up the northern 
slope of the east-west mountain ridge and the mountain­
ous area was covered by dense jungll' growth and tall 
trees. The survivors were directed t) fire a flare which 
pinpointed their position . An extreme ly high hover was 
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CONFf OENTIAI. D <; l\SSIFIED 
required to provide barely enough c earance between 
the main and tail rotors and the higl trees on the 
sloping hillside. The flight mechan c directed me in 
to the survivors as he extended the :able with jungle 
penetrator attached. He later told 11e the cable was 
fully extended to 240 feet. On the g ·ound, the most 
seriously injured man was loaded 01 to the hoist. 
Just as the flight mechanic and the 1 es cue specialist 
loaded the survivor on board, we heud nearby 
gunshots. Bullets began to pepper t 1e aircraft like 
popcorn popping in a pan, and I imrr ediately dumped 
the nose and pulled maximum power to start a climb 
into the smokescreen. which I hopcc would provide 
some protection. The instant I lowered the nose to 
accelerate, several warning lights c n the master 
warning panel illuminated and I sme led a pungent 
odor like electrical wires burning. My first thought 
was that we'd lost one or both engines. But within 
seconds all the warning lights went c ut except the 
#2 generator and the #2 transformer rectifier which 
were later restored to normal operation by the 
copilot. As we entered the smokescreen, I could 
dimly see a sheer vertical mountain looming directly 
ahead, and banked sharply to avoid i t. 

As we continued the climb-out. I checked the other 
crewmembers for injuries. The re~ cue specialist 
had been knocked down by a bullet th lt grazed the top 
of his helmet. Also he was hit by a )iece of shrapnel 
that struck an emergency radio in hi> pocket. preventing 
an injury. The copilot and flight en~ ineer were unhurt. 
Enroute back to Dong Ha, the rescue specialist applied 
emergency medical aid to the seriou >ly injured survivor. 
who had suffered a severe head injury and a compound 
leg fracture during the H-46 crash. He was in extremely 
serious condition and the rescue spe ~ialist remarked 
several times that we'd bette r hurry or the survivor 
wouldn't live. An ambulance was st: nding by as we 
landed 13 minutes after the rescue. 

Investigation on the ground revealed at least 13 bullet 
entry holes in the fuselage. One bul et struck the gener­
ator, and another severed a hydrnuli c line, allowing all 
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CONFIOENTiAI 
the fluid of the utility hydraulic system to escape. 
rotor blades were hit in the main s~ ar. 

/\CSfFIED 
Twt) 

Weather at the time of launch frc m Quang Tri was 
clear. At the crash site, scattered to broken cumulus 
clouds covered the area at 1500 feet (AGL), which 
hampered to some extent the effort >f the A lE aircraft. 

Initial notification: 17 45 L 
Scramble take-off (Jolly Greens) l 750L 
Jolly Greens arrived on the seen~ at 1807L 
Rescue of one survivor was at UJ 07L 
Departed area at 1907L 
Jolly Greens landed at Dong Ha .it I noL 

Type of terrain: 2000 foot high r 10untainous terrain 
completely covered by heavy jungle growth, brush and 
tall trees. Most of the trees and vegetation appeared 
dead, evidently as a result of defoli ltion. The pickup 
was made from the side of a 45° slc ping mountain. A 
small stream ran through the bottori of the valley. 

The first contact with aircraft in the area was with 
Deadlock 12-0. Hobo flight was the first Air Force 
aircraft to arrive after Jolly Green reached the scene. 
Crown 2 coordinated the SAR forces . Sandy 5 and 6 
arrived later to make repeated ordnance runs with Hobo 
flight for the purpose of suppressin1 : groundfire. The 
Hobo aircraft were hindered in the first passes by Marine 
F4B's who was also making low pas ;es. :\ near mid-air 
collision resulted. Several agencie; attempted contact 
with the jets. but were unsuccessful . 

Hostile action was extremely intE nse. The downed 
aircrews were completely surround ~d on all sides by 
hostile troops, who possessed smal arms and automatic 
weapons. 

Another mission report covering a SAR nission fiown on 

35 
U January 1968 outlined how it was in the HH-53 IHC- l 30 operation: 
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Busy March At Da Nc:ng 

·" Rescuemen Save 18 Jn .Month . . . 

OA NANG - Rescue crews 
from the 37th and Detachment 
7. ~Qtli :\eros!} :::: ~ :: ~ .·~: :md 
Reco\'ery Squadrons here were 
I I I , ,.1 , ,..: ,_ ~. 1l f .... ,.1.,. f l,.; .... ..., 

~ - 'totai of eight' li fesavi~g mis­
sions, and picking up a total of 

18 survivors of bailouts, cra11ie1 
and mishaps. 

FI y Ing both HH-3E Jolly 
Green Giant and HH-43F Huskie 
h,.i; ,.,,!"tcrs, D a N ll n ~ rescuf' 
personnel ranged Crom the De­
m!lltarlzed Zone Jn the north, 

. . 
to the top of nearby Monkey 
Mountain in· the soutli in their 
air pickup effort~. 

Air Force and l\tarlne 1\·lators 
wl'rl' nl11<•l<f'il from Pt• •carious 
,.nuauuJ1:. '' .... , . ... auna In the 
South China Sea, after bailing 

Hl::SCUE CHOPPER-An Alr Force HH-3E Jolly Green Giant rHcue helicopter Uh the one 1lctured 
aboH successfully rescued an F-105 Thunderchlef pilot April 14. The helicopter ls Just one c r many 
res1:ue aircraft that are scrambled Into action when word Is receh·ed that an aircraft ls Iowa in 
Vietnam. (AIR FORCE l •HOTO) 

out of their crippled aircraft, 
and after ipendlog days hiding 
In the Jungle a scant mile or 
two south of the DMZ. 

Two U.S. Marines an<l six 
members of the Army of the 
Republic of Vietnam owe their 
safety lo another Jolly Green 
Giant crew, which flew to the 
5,000-foot level of a mount ain 
nine miles north of Khe Sanh, 
where a Marine helicopter had 
crashed and burned. 

A tricky rescue at best, Maj. 
WUUain 0. Mayfield, 39, of 
Owensboro, Ky., pilot of the 
rescue helicopter, bad to dump 
the majority of his resen·e ruel 
to make the cltmb to tbe peak, 
and llterally "fell" orr the moun­
tain after effecting the elgh~· 
man plckqp, seeking lower altl­
(udcs \',here his hdlcoptcr <:v~ .... 
s u pp o r t the weight of the 
rescued party. 

While picking up a wounded 
marine helicopter c r e w m a n 
some two mile~ ~outh of the 
DMZ, an HH-SE v11vLt:ci by Maj. 
Adrian D. Youngblood, 33, Hed­
ley, Tex., was subjected to 
intensive liostile automatic 
weapons fire. 

The helicopter was hit six 
times, losing iu utility hydraulic 
system and a porUon of the 
electrical system 11 well. Al· 
though forced to withdraw from 
the area, Captain Youneblood 
successfully comp l et e d his 
rescue mission, by delivering 
the wounded man to a nearby 
medical facility. 

An HH-43E Hu&kie pararescue· 
man had a few bad moments 
during the closing days of the 
month, when after belni lowered 
Into an abandoned French mine 
field lo treat a Marine who had 
tripped one of the old but still 
deadly devices, he was "strand­
ed" there. 

Stnce time was tile most lm· 
portant factor Ill saving the 
wounded man'• llfe," as soon as 
the Marine could be hoisted ln&o 
the hovering . Husk.le, he was 
whisked away lo tbe Marlae 
medical fa c 111 t y at nearby 
Marble Mountain. 

Pararescueman AlC John F. 
Tobey, 25, Gilbertsville, N .Y .. 
was left standing in the mine· 
field. A few moments later, 
another rescue helicopter lifted 
him to safety, and returned him 
to Da Nani. 



j 

Less than a montn tater, on Maren u, nac~m:y w l:> urn;; v1 Lwv ycu~­

jumpers aboard an HH-3E Jolly Green flying deep into Viet Cong territory 
just south of the demilitarized zone. A Marine H-: 14 troop transport 
helicopter was down and the survivors reported enem) soldiers closing in 
for the kill. A second Marine helicopter crew overheard the radio transmis­
sions calling for help and turned their larger H-4~ troop and cargo 
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helicopter toward their beleaguered comrades. Hackney's J ally Green ar­
rived in time to see the H-46 chopper stall, roll over m its side and fall on 
top of the first downed helicopter. 

On the ground the Marines gathered their injured and set their defenses 
against the enemy forces closing in from all sides. Abe >Ve, in the door of the 
HH-3E, Duane Hackney watched as Air Force A-ls <luted in to blast at the 
Viet Cong. When the Skyraiders had laid down a smoke screen, Maj . 
Adrian D. Youngblood cautiously moved the Jolly Green over the embat­
tled Marines. As soon as the giant chopper came to c. hover, Hackney was 
on the Stokes litter and on his way to the ground. I- e loaded as many in­
jured men as he could on the litter and rode up with them, exposing himself 
to enemy snipers on each trip. On one foray up the t oist, just as Hackney 
and a wounded Marine got to the door, Major You ngblood saw warning 
lights flash on indicating the hydraulics were out. Wit h bullets smashing in­
to the fuselage, the pilot pulled the chopper up and headed for Da Nang. 
Meanwhile Hackney, working in the cabin tending tl e wounded, suddenly 
slumped to the floor. An enemy bullet had grazed his helmet knocking him 
out, but he soon regained consciousness and continued setting fractures , 
tending head wounds, and applying tourniquets. 3 1 Fo r his efforts , Airman 
Hackney received the Air Force Cross from General ::stes on September 9 , 
1967. J2 Duane Hackney was the most decorated p< .rajumper to serve in 
Southeast Asia. That in itself was quite an accomplishment because para­
jumpers won more decorations than any other gro· 1p of men in the Air 
Force serving in Indochina. n 

--r"L - - ----............. . _ _ ,... _ . ...... .. .... .... _ ....... . - + •\... "' A. .o .. ,.... ,.....,...,, ,...IJ Do.,..,....,,o "'>n~ D111r-n \ 1Pr\1 



Hedfey 'Copter Pilo~ 
Saves Doivried Cre'W { 

5AIGON (AP J - U: S. Air1hcad for Dong Ha with tiJE 
Force rescue helicopters braved!wounded man. An ambulance 

1 enemy fire twice this week to iwas waiting there." ~ 
rescue the crews of two downed ' Crewmen assis.ting Young 
Marine helicopters . . !' blood were Maj. Carl W. Olsen 

Maj. Adrian D. Youngblood, 34, of Mandt!lter , Coan. ; Air-
33, of Hedley, Tex., and his lman 2.C Duane D. Hackacy of 
crew rushed to a site two miles Flint, Mich., and Staff Sgt. Ea.ri 
south of the demilitarized zone E. Cbamben 0£ Claremore 
Monday to pick up the crew of Okla. 
one downed chopper. I The other downed cboppei: 

"We orbited the area whllelcrew WH rescued by a helicop. 
two flights of Air Force Sky- ter commanded by Maj. Wil 
raiders bombed and &trafed it liam A. Lloyd, 36, of Durham, 
trying to clear it of enemylN. C. Jlli crew included Capt. 
troops," Youngblood said. Evan G. Tbompeon, 24, of Se· 

During this action, another bastopol, Calif.; M. Sgt. Milsto.n 
Marine helicopter was shot C. Williams, '1, o! Port Chat. 
down. lotte, Fla., and Airmu z.C. 

"Droppini: down to 200 feet Ronald F . Malone, 20, of Beech 
above the ground, we lowerecl ~m~o~ntsti..K~v ... ....1••••••1 

1
our hoist to begin the pickup," ; 
the major 1aid. 

"We bad just gotten one of 
the badly injured Marines 
aboard, when we took six hit.s in 
the £uselage which knocked out 
our uWity hydraulic 1y1. 
lem and part of the electrical 
ay~tem. 

"We were forced to get out 
nf the area immediately and 

i;;ucce:·sl\L. r ... 3cue: of USL~ ()pl d .i Gu,. l 
on l) liar 57 under e:-:trcmely heavy ;; 
b'T~urn.l fir~. 1'110 Jolly Green's elec­
tric and hrdraulic systocs Here badly 
da:ungcd anl it ~arely recovered at 
Dont. Ha. 

RCC i laj Adrian D. Youngblood 

RCCP I aj Garl ::. Olsson 

HI! ::SGT l!:arl B. C.:hanbc;rs 

i(.:; ,\ ?G wane J). l!nckney 
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Helicoptef'/V 
rescues J 
8 Marines Braved Intense Cround Fire .. : ?th Air Force Nei·rs 7 Apr c7 
SAIGON (AP) - A "Jolly 

Green Giant" r e s c u e 
helicopter commanded by 
U.S. Air Force Major Wil­
liam 0. Mayfield of Owens­
boro. Kent u ck y, rescued 
eight passengers of a U.S. 
M a r i n e helicopter that 
crashed on a rescue m ission. 

'Jolly Greens:' Rescue 
Dowiied Marine ·Crews 

Two of the eight were seri- DA NANG- Air Force Jolly our hoist lo begin llie pickup," 
ously injured. Green Giant HH-3E rescue heli- continued the major. · •We had 

The re s cue helicopter, copters made two daring res- just gotten one of t te badly 
named because of its size cues earlier this month while injured Marines aboar I, when 
and color, flew through a picking up t wo crews of down- we took six hits in th1 fuselage 
4,000-foot o Ver cast to get eel U. S. Marine helicopters. which knocked out 01 r utility 
above the downed Marine hvdraulic system and part of 
helicopter lying on a narrow ~la.f. Adrian 0 . Youngblood, J 

ridge nine miles from the Hedley, Tex., and his crew were lhe electrical system. 
Khe Sanh mi Iii a r y camp informed that an H-3-t helicopter "Because of the dan' age cau­
near the Laotian border. had been shot down while sed by the enemy hits, we were 

Mayfield jettisoned the ex- trying to pick up a ground party forced to get out of '.he area 
ternal fuel tanks to lighten 2 miles south of the demilita- immediately and head for Dong 
the load after he picked up rized zone. Ha, where an ambul: nee was 
the stranded men. The crew C h of tile rescue waiting for the wounded 
of the first Marin· e downed . rew mem ers 

I 1. l · d 1 3- th man," he said. copter had been picked up ie 1cop er, ass1gne to tie / 
A R d R .Other crew members assisting by a Marine helicopter, from erospace escue an ~covery 

the 3rd Aerospace Rescue Squadron (ARRS) at Da Nang in the rescue were 11 [aj. Carl 
and Recovery Group detach- AB, braved intense ground fire W. Olson, Mancheste1' Conn., 
ment at Da Na n g. It was while attempting the pickup. - copilot; A2C Duane D. Hackacy, 
piloted by Major Frank L. Flint, Mich., parare ;cueman, Major Youngblood recalled, 
Trochak, of McAllen, Texas, "We orbited the area while two and SSgt. Earl E. C 12mbers, 
and the crew included Ser- Claremore, Okla. , fligb l mecha­
g~ant Pbilemon s. Resos, of flights of Air Force A-1E Sky-
Aiea, Oahu, Hawaii. raiders bombed and strafed the nic. 

Due to the heavy gr< und fire area trying to clear it of enemy 
troops. During this action, an­
other :\farine helicopter was 
shot down by the hostile 
ground fire. 

in the area and the tpproach 
of darkness, it was he next 
morning before anothe. attempt 
could be made to re. cue the 
remaining downed cr1 w mem­"Dropping down to 200 feet 

above the g1·ound, we lowered _bers. 

This time, a Jolly Green Giant 
assigned to Detachment 2, 37th 
ARRS at Nakhon Phantom RTAB, 
flew to the area to finish the 
rescue. 

In what was described as a 
"perfect pickup," the crew was 
able to get into the area and 
successfully evacuate the re­
maining five Marine chopper 
crew members. 

This was the third such 
rescue for Maj. William A. 
Lioyd, Durham, N. C., pilot, 
during his eight months in 
Southeast Asia. 

For Capt. Evan .G. Thompson 
Sebastapol, Calif., copilot, if 
was his second pickup in four 
months. He described the feeling 

after a successful rescue as 
"just wonderful." 

Other members of the rescue 
crew included MSgt. Milton C. 
Williams, Port Charlotte, Fla., 
pararescuemao, and A2C Ronald 
F. Malone, Beech moot, Ky., flight 
mechanic. 



On 12 r.1,;i.r G7 t h1, c;rO\• listed be low 
r cscuecl 2 Gr een Berets and 6 A.i.'i..V~ 
trooµs .fter their C.:H- 46 hc~ico tcr 
wns downed by enc 0y f'ire on 
[. five thousund. fo ain north 
of Khe ::>unh. ~'his o ation wns 
1)\)rforned at the 'll.lll cLpabili ty 
of the o.ircruft . iiaj . lfayfield uas 
mrardcd the Di stino1i::ihed Plyin~ 
Cross und his crcu r eceivcC: .ill '.Ied­
alu for thio mission. 

HCC 1-~j 'Ji lliu:.;i 0 . ibyfiel d 

RC.:C1 I~j Pr ank L. ~rochcl< 

lill AlC './illiam 'l' . Lowe 

HS TSGT Phileraan ~. Hesos 

B Plucked Off Mountain Top 
SAIGON (01)-Eight passeng-1 overcast to get above the downed 

e1·s, including two severely in- chopper, which was hanging on 
jured, were rescued orr a moun- a narrow ridge. 
tain top after a Marine helicopter When the choppet· crashed, am­
crashed nine miles east of Khe munition began uploding Crom 
Sanh in the t<xtreme northwest the heat of the burning fuel and 
comer of South Vietnam. the pai;sengers moved 80 feet 

The helicopter, with a crew or down the hill for safety, The Air 
four, frashed at the 5,000-foot Force rescue chopper hovered 
level. Anothct· Marine helicopter ovc1· the area until the ammo 
in the area rescued the crew, but stopped exploding and moved in 
was unable lo take the passen- for the pickup. 
gers. After taking the passengers 

A, Jolly Green Giant chopper aboard, the rescue craft was 
from the 3d Aerospace Rescue overloaded. Maj. William May­
and Rt>covery Det. at Da Nang j field, U1e commander, jettisoned 

t AB flew through the 4,000-foot the external fuel tanks to lighten 

the load and headed over a cliff 
to gain flying mom ntum. Maj. 
Frank T 1· o ch a k, he co-pilot, 
helped stabilize the c 1opper. 

The rescue craft flew eight 
miles to an airstrip t· seek medi­
cal aid for the injt red passen­
gers, but when they found medi­
cal care was not a• ailablc, U1e 
chopper was refuelec and flown 
to another base. 

Two of the pass< ngers were 
Ma1ines and the < thers were 
Vietnamese -soldiers. 

The parnrescue nia1 aboard the 
craft was TS:;. P . S. tessa11d. the­
night mechanic was \lC William 
Low. 
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Pieked Off Mountain ... Seventh Air Pore~ ll"e~TS 31 r .arch 1967 

Jolly Green Crew E'.escues 8 
From Downed Marine Chopper 

OA NANG - Eight passengers 
of a crashed Marine helicopter 
were picked off a mountain 
nine miles from Khe Sanh by a 
Hll-3E Jolly Green Giant heli-

-•'i"!J 1""!1""..L-~N \' l!J.. \' H ., -

t:I s1aiqfi!.:I 
s,1auo10::> 

over the area until the ordnance 
stopped exploding, then moved 
in for the pickup. 

All eight passengers boarded 
the c hopper, overloading lhe 

. aircraft. Air Force Maj. William 

1 0. '.\fayfield of Owensboro, Ky., 
the :lircrafl commander, jetti­

; soned the exte rnal fuel tanks to 
_ lighten the load. He then headed 
out o•cr a mountain cliff, 
allowing the aircraft to drop 

(SNdV) 'UO!SS!tu muu1at\ <nn and ennbling him and his pilot, 

JO poddns u! ua.rn :>!J!=>t:d 3q1 '.\I!L~Fr~-~~y ,L'.. ~~o~~~k, -~~c-
01 S.\\3J:> puu 1.Jl!J:>J!I? ~U!AIJ-:>!1 ' $6U!M •nuoss1ouuo:>a~ I 

___ .. -_u_u_n_v_s1_1_J_o_J_a_cr_l_u_n_u_1_u_n .. o..,.u1...!-u .. fJ .. 1s....a....;l_o __ =>::!'_:>o...:1::_....:'l.:..:'09V:.:.: puo PUl£~ a 4, 

tie two severely injured . 

When they discovered medical 
cc re was not ovollable ot the 
oi strip the crew refueled the 
ch :>pper and took off agoin for 
a base where the passengers 
co Jld receive attention. 

f wo of the passengers were 
U.S. Marines and th e other <;ix 
we re Army of Vietnam '>Oldiers. 

'ararescueman aboard the 
Jo ly Green Giant was TSgt. 
Ph lemon S. Reso~, .\ica, Oahu, 
Ila .vai i, and the flight mechanic 
wa; A1C William T. Low, (jreat 
Bai rington, Mass. 



, Bullet Batters His Helme1r 
As Airman Saves MarinEt 

DA NANG - "The bullet hit 
me right in the middle of my 
night helmet," said A2C Duane 
D. Hackney, 19, of Flint, .Mich .• 
In·· describing a recent "Inci­
dent" during a rescue mission. 

A pa.rarescueman assl&nt!d lo 
··. the 37th Aerospace Rescue and 

Recovery Squadron, A i r m a n 
• Hackney was In the doorway of 
' 'a giant ItH-3E ,Jolly Green 

Giant ht!licopter when he was 
;: hit while trylni to pull a wound· 

ed Marine in to give him first 
.• aid: · 
; Airman Hackney said,· "The 
• round knocked me down, aad H 
\. ( • fell, I pulled up boU. ol my 

ltgs for balance. About this 
: ·ume, . a it o th tr. bullet went 

throucb the pocket on the right 
leg oI 'my · fllgbt 111lt,' 1batterlng 

' my sur\'h·al radio." 
·. Fortunately for the you n'g' 
:Rar:irr~rueman, he received 
~only ·a couple :. of .'scratches" 
1 during· the entire Incident. 
~:i\irectlon'atcly ·~·d1splaylili: · 1he 
.. battered flight . helmet, Airman. 
Hackne~· recalled thP mfasion. 

" We were ~tramblcd from-·ocrr 

Tri, to aid tbe crew or a Marine Airman Hackney wa: back on 
bcllcoptcr wh!ch had been shot his feet within seconds , and did 
down while trying to pick up a pull the man Into the h elicopter. 
patrol about t~··l'I miles south or Once inside, the parM::' Ct'IU•m11n 
the Demilitarized Zone. pl a c e d himself bet veen the 

"When we arrived at the hatch and the woundec man, to 
scene, we orbited the area while assure he would not be ~It •cl.in, 
another Marine 'choppu tried to while he admlnlstertld first aid. 
make the pickup. Unfortunately, . The helicopter had 1 lso taken 
It was also downed by the hit5 during the rescue, and was 
enemy. forced to withdraw ·rom the 

"Two fll&hts of A-lE SkyraJd· scene, for an emer,en< y Jandine 
fl i t l t .-.a th · at nearby Dong h •. 

ers ew n nex ' pas era& e '· ""-e woun"-" Mar1·n· and Air· area to suppreu the ground 'n uai • 

fire, and dropped smoke to male man Hackney were tal en to tbe 
our recovery easier. Marine hospital there . Airman 

Hackney was releas1 d within 
"A !ew minutes later we went moments after his ar: ival, and 

In throue}l the smoke, and 
dropped the hoist. There was no t--r_ct_u_rn_·e~d-to_h_ls_cr_e_w_. _· _· ._._._-__ 
ground fire at :ill, and it looked 
like an easy pick up. The people 
on the ground sent their most 
S!!.ii<?us!y .wounded man pp flnt. 

"Just as he reocbed the bot­
tom of tile beUcop&u, we started 
takl•g small arms and auto111at­
lc WC8,PODI . !ire from " almost 
"·cry quart.er. . 

" I was bent over in the hatch­
'wii~·- ~··:·:.,!? to pull the wounded : 

j .fl.1.al"lne in• ~ ill.'11 ll~e, bullet !:it 

st+OT f SM~~ I l+-6\.,M~ 
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Helicof,tel' 
rescues 
8 Marines 
SAIGON (AP) - A ".Jolly 

Green Giant" r e s c u e 
hellcoplu commanded by 
U.S. Air Force Major Wil· 
liam O. Mayfield ot Owens­
boro. Kentucky, rescued 
eight passengers of a U.S. 
M a r i n e helicopter that 
era.shed on a rescue mission. 
Two of the ei&ht were seri­
ously Injured. 

The r e s c u e helicopter, 
named because of Its size 
and color, flew through a 
4,000-foot o v ~ r c a s t to get 
above the downed Marine 
helicopter lying on a narrow 
ridge nine miles from the 
Khe Sanh m i I i t a r y camp 
near the Laotian border. 

Mayfield jettisoned the ex· 
ternal fuel tanks to ligh~n 
the load after he picked up 
the stranded men. The crew 
of the first Marine downed 
copter bad been picked up 
by a Marine helicopter, from 
the Srd Aerospace Rescue 
and Recovery Group detach· 
ment at Da N a n g, It was 
piloted by Major Frank L. 
Trocbak, ol McAllen, Texas, 
and the crew included Ser­
ge:int Pbilemon S. Reso1, of 
Aiea, Oahu, Hawaii. 

Braved Intense Ground Fire... 7tl Afr :rorce lieW:l 1 .n1.r G7 

'Jolly Greens' Rescue 
Dowried Marin~~ ·Crews 

VA :SA!ili - Air Force Jolly our hoi~l lo begin the picku 1," 
Green Giant HH-3E rescue heli- conlinu~ll the mwjnr. "We tad 
copters made two daring ~- just gotten one or the ba• ly 
cues earlier this month while injured Marines aboard, wl on 
picking up two crews or down· we look six bits lo the fuael; ge 
ed U. S. Marloc helicopters. whl<-h knocked ou~ our utU ty 

Maj. Adrian ll. Youngblood, hydraulic system and part or 
Hedley, Tex., and bi.screw were lbe electrical 1y1tem. 
i nformed that an H-34 helicopter "Because or the damage c U· 

had been shot down ,~bile sed by the enemy blta, we w re 
trying to pick up a ground pw.rly forced to 1et out or the a ea 
:J w..iles south or the demilila- Immediately aod head for I>< ng 
riud zone. Ha, where an ambulaoce , u 

Crew members of the rescue waiting for the wonnc ed 
hehcoplcr, assigned lo the :rlth man," he sa.id. 
AerO&pace Reacue and Recovery Other crew members asslst ng 
~uadron (ARRS) al Da Naog in the rescue were Maj. Cul 
AB, braved intense ground nre W. OIMln, Maochealer, Co< o., 
while allempllog the pickup. - copilot; A2C Duane 0. Hacka !y, 

Major Youngblood recalled, Flint, Mich., pararescuem in, 

"We orbited the area while two and SSgt. Earl E .. Chambc ra, 
llJgbts ol Air Forre A-IE Sky- Cla~emore, Okla., Cl1ght mec •a­
raiders bombed and strafed the olc. 
art.a trying to clear It of enemy . Due to the heavy ground l 1re 
trooP8. During this action, an- 10 the area and the appro: ch 
other )larine helicopter was or darkness, It was tbe n 1xt 
sbot down by the hostile morolog before another alter opt 
ground fire . contd be made to rescue be 

"Dropping down to WO feel remaining downed crew m• en· 
abo\c the gr-ound, we lowered " bers. 

This time, a Jolly Green 1ant 
usignep to Detachment 2, 37th 
ARRS at Nakhon Phantom RTAB, 
new to the area to floi•h the 
rescue. 

lo what was deacrlbed as a 
"perfect pickup," tho crew wa• 
able to get into the •rca ~nd 
euccessCully evacuate the re­
maining five Marine chopper 
cniw members. 

This was the tlllrd such 
rescue for M•j. Wiiiiam A. 
Lloyd, Durham, N. C., pilot, 
during h4 eight monthS In 
Soutbeasl Asia. 

For C.pt. Evan .G. Thompson I 
Sebastapol, Calif., copilot, If 
was bis second pickup 1n four 
months. He d.eseribed the feeling 

ancr a successful resCii'Cas 
"just wonderful." 

Other members or the rescue 
crew Included MSgt. Millon C. 
Williams, Porl Charlotte, Fla,. 
pwr•~cueman, and A2C Ronald 
F. Malone, Beech moot, Ky, night 
mechanic. 



Cn 12 :b.r G7 t :;;:-c.i.·c\> liatcd below 
r c:.3cued 2 Groen Berets n:1<1 6 ;\,;lV: 
troops after their u~i-t,6 l1clico~Jtcr 
·.-1M downed by enc:•y · , (ire on 
-~ five thousand i'o , ~ail. north 
of Kha Sanh. This o at-ion ~ms 
1>erfonaed at the 
of the aircraft. 1iaj. l·iayfield ~ras 
mm.rued the Di$ti11gufohed Flyi11g 
\:ross and his crew received Air Med-
als for this mission. 

RCC Haj Hilliai:i O. Mayfield 

RCC.l:- Mnj Frank L. Trochak 

Hn .UC i'/illiam T. Lowe 

HS TSGT Phileman ~. Resos 

8 Plucked Off Mountain T1op 
SAIGON (01)-Eighl pa:;seni:­

ers, includin& two severely in­
jured, were rescued olf a moun· 
tain top allcl" a Harlne helicopter 
crashed nine miles east of Khe 
Sanh in the extreme northwest 
comer or South Vietnam. · 

The helicopter, with a Cl'eW of 
four, crashed at the 5,000·foot 
level. Another Marine helicopter 
in the area rescued the crew, but 
was unable to take the passen­
gers. 

A. Jolly Green Ciant chopper 
from the Sd Aerupace Re~cue 
nnd Recovery Del at Da Nang 
AB flew through the UOO·Coot 

overcast to i!el above the downed 
chopper, which Wll! hanging on 
a narrow rldfe. 

When the chopJ)f!r cra~hed, am· 
munition began exploding from 
the heat o( the burnin)( fuel and 
the! pa1;sengers moved 80 feet 
down the hill for safety. The Afr 
Force rescue chopper hovered 
ovel' the area until the ammo 
stopped e:icploding and moved in 
for the pickup. 

ACttir taklnf the passengers 
aboa1·d, the rf!scue cract was 
overloaded. Maj. William May­
field, \lie commander, jettisoned 
the external fuel tanlrs to lighten 

the load and headed l ver a cliH 
to gain flying mome 1tum. Maj, 
Frank Tr o ch at, t ie co-pilot, 
helped stabilize the cl .opper. 

The rescue cnJt new eli:ht 
miles to an airstrip tel seek medi­
cal aid for the inja ed passt'n· 
ger.s, but when they ound medi­
cal care was not a\I lilable, the 
chopper was refueled and flown 
to another 'ba8e. 

Two of the paSBel l iUll were 
Marines and the o hers were 
Vietnamese soldiers. 
~e paiarescue D14ul aboard the 

craft was TSgt. P .. S. J .essapd, the 
night 111echanic was J lC William 
Low. 

STARS ABD STRIPF.s 17 March 1967 

DA NANG - Eight passengers over 1'1e oreo until the ordnance th e two severely injured. 
of a crashed Marine helicopter stopped e11plodlng, then moved Hhen they dlsc:;overed medical 
were picked off a mountain In for the pickup. ccire was not ovolloble ot the 
nine miles from Khe Sanh by a All eight p;issengcrs boarded a l1 strip the crew refueled the 
HH-3E Jolly Green Gi~nt h~li: the d1opper, overloading the ch >pper ond took off ogoln for 
l't"!J 1"" 11" 0.i.-~NYHJ.. ~HN I : aircroft. Air Force Maj. William o base where the pouengers 

1 0. Mayfield of Owensboro, Ky., c:;o ild receive ollentlon. 
the :iircraft commander, jettl· · ' wo of lhe passengers were 

. i;oncd the external fuel tanks to U. S. Morines and the other six 
: lighten the load. He then headerl WE re Army of Vietnam ~oldiers . 
. out over a mountain cliff, I 'ararcscueman abo:ird the 
. allowing Lhe ;iircra.ft to drop Jolly Green Giant was TSgt. 
and enabling him anrl hi111 pilot, Ph lemon s. Resoi, Aiea, Oahu, 
~Iaj . Frank L. Trochak, Mc· Ha Naii , ond the flight mechanic 

1 
j wa; AlC WilJiam T. Low, Great J Bai rlngton, Mai;s. 
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Valley of Death 
Rescue Turns 
Into Nightmare 

Tht <Te11• clai~f had a broken 
leg ar d lhf' i:unner had cuts. The 
;·, l!w i:ot a .50 caliber machine 
i:un ind several pi!ltols off the 
i.hip I <'fore it bu1·st Into flame 
Anolh •r rf1>cur ship swooped in 
and p ekc<.1 up Farrell's wounded 
Cl't'W 1 hief by ho isl. de~plte hea \'Y 
fire. 

· The e were five men left alive 
from he lwo downl·d ships when 
armec no1·ih Vietnamese solrlil'1·s 
rushec to within 15 } ards of ttwm. 
The ·-c :>Or gunner from Fwrrell'!I 
ship 1 lastcd awity al theru with 
his .¥. caliber automatic. 

By LEON DANIEL . Whr~ th~1t rl•con patrol wwlkcd The five men. including the 

DONG UA Vietnam (UPI) -linto a complex of huts, the.re wa11 badly wounded major who pilolt'tl 
• . b 11 burst or fire and a marme fell the fi1 ~t ship that was suol down. 

MPn who fly boldly into t e va ey ded A h ·t time later, a move< down a slope about 100 
ot the shadow or death rrar many olui n t . s Oil .., in to nick up ''ll'(f$ from Farrell's ship. 
h. . 0 1 ti th! ,,8 th y e cop er swoop n. ., • 

t mg~. ntl ~ 18 
"• e 1 d d marine was hit by "Wt crawled under a bush and fear is death itself. >e woun e . 

uvy ground fll'e. stayec awake all nigbt." Farrt'll 
When. they return, it 11 the The cho per c r a 5 h, d and said. l'he young captain i;aill he 

little !hmg!I they notlct. ed tllfr the crew chief and and I iK men heard enem)' sol· 
A cigarct tasle'I better. The blue urn • ng The pilot and CO· d!ers movin;: around them all 

wate-r of the South ChJna Sea has d~ &U~ner · night. . 
acquired a deeper blue. Even the pilot wcie wounded. At f rst light Tuesday. AlE Sky. 
dust, which continually swirls I A few minutes later, Capt. Leo l'aider > dal'lcd In and plaslt>rrd 

• around the helicoriter land In r :J. Farrel!, fie~ another h,cllcop· the a1 ea around the downed men 
zones on this base just south or i· ter Into the valley. Farrell s s~1Jl with ll ipalm and SOO·pound bomb!.. 
the DMZ smell8 less offensive. wa11 hoverini: at 100 f~t and llft. 1 Mal William Lloyd and co­

Monday arternoon, a seven-man ing the woundrd CO·J>Ilot with 1 pilot 1 :apt. Evan Thompson. fl<·w 
U.S. Karine reconaai1sance patrol , ho!J;l. . their escue copter into tht' bomb· 
ran into trouble and within a Ent!Y'Y _bullets, whicbdhad,beend pocke I valley shortly afle1· II a.m. 

--- ---- 1 whipping m from both sl es, oun Tuesd 1y wnd lowered the!J· hoist. 
couple of hours, two heUcopler11 U1eir range just as the wounded The 1 adly wounded major wa~ 
had been shot down, another dam· man w1s haulL-d aboard . liflf'd up firi.t, and then the ottwr 
aged. "l felt the aircraft 11lart to rour t 1rn \\NI.' haull'd up, two at 

Two mt'n died, others were sink .. said Farrell. "We hlt the a ti).Dj . 
wounded. tree~, turned over and went In." 

It was one of the so-called, 
"sm@ll" actions" that goes f:ir in' Farrell and his co-pilot. Davld 
telling wlia{ type or men are p, Conol!lly Jr., and their WOt1nded 
fightlnr lh' war. pnscngcr an"(! thelt door aunner 

and crew rJiie.f climbed out GI the 
rn1sid1:down chonnt'r 



• WASBINGTON-Tbe death toll of AF men la Vietnam hu )­
Cltafbed to '158, and the number of AF men held ]Risoner' b1, _ 
&Jae UeDlJ" II MW 67. Another !53 A.Fen are liste4 as JDl..tn1 

IJl Ute laeniest adlon of the war, darblg the week Of Mardi r 1 
!, U.S. forees lderect Hl'I easaaltles, indlldlng %3Z killed..,.._ 
&oUl of 161'1 kllled, wounded, and mlssfng wu more than 40t -
Mgher than the previous reeord for January 8-H, whea UM 
euualtles were reported. 

Current tlpres for Ill U.S. personnel killed In the wu 
.' Wal .. er '1900. : ~ 1 

Since 1961, the total of enemy kllled 11 1'13,000 (tbroqla 
. llar. 2, 19"). From Jan. l ·Mar. !, 196'7, 85,699 enemy pe:noa-

Del have been killed. . • • · - " 
. Added to the U.S. deaths are 1'121 servicemen who died 

" ln aeeidents la Vietnam. 

¥1*****•·····························~***········· 



SAIGON (AP) - U: S. Air head for Dong Ha with the 
Force rescue helicopters braved wounded man. An ambulance 
enemy fire twice this week to was waiting there." 
rescue the crews of two downed Cre\1 men assisting Young­
Marine helicopters. blood were Maj. Carl W. Olsen, 

Maj. Adrian D. Youngblood, 34, of .Manchester, Conn.; Air-
33, of Hedley, Tex., and his man 2.C Duane D. Hackacy o 
crew rushed to a site two miles Flint, Mich. , and Staff Sgt. Ear 
south of the demilitarized zone E. Chambers of Claremore 
Monday to pick up the crew of Okla. 
one downed chopper. J The other downed choppe 

"We orbited the area while crew was rescued by a helicop 
two flights of Air Force Sky- ter commanded by Maj. \Vil 
raiders bombed and strafed it,Jiam A. Lloyd, 36, of Durham 
trying to clear it of enemylN. C. His crew included Capt 
troops," Youngblood said. Evan G. Thompson, 24, of Se 

During this action, anotherlbastopol, Calif.; M. Sgt. Milsto 
Marine helicopler was shot C. Williams, ,1, of Port Char 
down. lotte, Fla., and Airman 2.C 

"Dropping down to 200 feet Ronald F. Malone, 20, of Beech 
above the ground, we lowere<l mon K . 
our hoist to begin the pickup," 

' the major said. 
"We had Just gotten one of 

the badly injured Marine:. 
aboard, when we took six hits ln 
the fuselage which knocked out 
our utility hydraulic sys­
tem and part of the electrical 
system. 

"We were forced to get out 
of the area immediately and 

:..luccc::oqfu . r'"scuc of ;JJ. ~ ~ . r 'l:' Guy 
o.L .19 ~lnr 67 under e,·.trer:el y hcuvy 
grou..'1<1 fi. ·e. 'l.'110 Jolly Green ' s elec­
tric anrl J ydruulic syGtcn::; \/ere buclly 
dru.::nt:cd <'L d i t bnrcly rccovGrcd ut 
JJong du . 

1aj Adrian D. Younc;ulood 

h 1,,1 .'.!j Curl .. . ll~~on 

- lL WG7 i;arl J.!.o . vh:u:ibr.rs 

. ... J 2(; .A.t.'J1C: .J. i.acl:..ncy 
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Supporting Document.# 16 4S 
SAVE NO SURVIVOR Is NAME RANK SERIAL.lfil Rm SOURCE 

. 29-36 6 .ARVN UNK:, 2 ARMY UNK UNK UNK 12 Mar 67 1-3-41 

37 M.F. Gu;y Cpl-M UNK 13 Mar 67 1-3-42 

JS Peter Kruger Capt-M UNK 15 Mar 67 Sq Scrapbook 

39 Jack C. Spillars Maj-AF UUK 26 Mar 67 1-3-54 M. N. 

JJJ Lyle W. Townsend Maj-M UNX l Mq 67 1-3-62 

41 D.S. Bracbins Capt-M TJNK l May 67 1-3-62 

42 James H. Holland Cpl-M UNK l May 67 1-3-62 

43 Thomas E. Hughes Cpl-M tlNK l May 67 l-3-62 

44 F.dward F. To\1Ille7 Maj-M um: 4 May 67 l-3-64 

45 L.E. .Ue::m.nder Maj-A 10 Mq 67 1-3-70 

46 H.E. Burke Capt-M 10 May 67 1-.3-70 

47 J.L. Murpbi}r 1/Lt-M 10 May 67 l-3-70 

48 M.W. Leftridge Cpl-M 10 May 67 1-3-70 

49 E.J. Ferraira P!c-M 10 May 67 1-3-70 

50 Robert Povell Lt-N UNI 10 Mq 67 Sq Scrapbook 

51 O.E. Ho7 Capt-M um: 16 May 67 1-3-73 

52 Mike Carson l/Lt UNK 16 May 67 l-3-73 

53-56 tlNK.-ARVN UNK llNK 21 May 67 1-.3-76 

57 Charles c. Rhymes Maj-AF 25 May 67 1-3-78 

58 Ronnie E. Randol ph l/Lt-!F 25 May 67 l-3-78 

59 Clarence Kough Maj-AF UNK 5 .run 67 1-3-83 

60 Charles .l. Col ton Maj-AF UNK 9 Jun 67 1-3-85 



I Pilot's Anxious Moments STARS AND STRIFBS 19 MARCH 1967 

I I MP1 1YT'l. 

In the Sea and Out-Sale 
SAIC 0 N (UPI) - For Petr ... we spotted the i\Iarine ·~ wing- I Det. 7, 38th Aerospacl' Rr•seue 

Kruger. Lite cl ifferenee between man circling, then we drop1)l•c) and Recovery Sq. at Da l f<rn;;, in­
freedom antl (·itlwr dt>ath or down and picked the pilo t out of eluded 1q Lt. Warren E. Walter, 
capture measured only five min- the water. 25, of Baltimore, Md., pi ot; AlC 
utes, when. last \\eek, he realized "It was approximate! ~· three to !·:.ranch E. Greinier. 2!J. ol ll.\ de 
the fear of all U.S. pilots-being four minutes from tiw t ime the Park, Mass.. flight m •chanic; 
shot do\1 n over communist ter- 1 pilot hit the water until he was and A2C Joseph M. Dt iry, 21., 
ritory. rescued." said Prinee. of Kansa s City, Mo., pat nescue· 

But within five minutes arter he Prince's crew, all assigned to man. 
made his worrisome plunge into 
the water off the coast of Viet­
nam, Mari11e Capt. Pl'tcr Kruger 
was home free-aboard a U.S. 
"Jolly Grel·n Giant" helicopter. 

"It was a real s mooth pickup," 
Kruger said of tlw chopper lift by 
the HJl:JE. pi lotrd hy Air Force 
Capt. ]{ol)('t't E. Prince, 36, of 
Camd('n, Ark. 

"And I knew I had it made ... " 

There were a fe\\ anxious min­
ut('S when Krugc·;-, pilot qf a Ma­
rine A-4 Ski hawk 011 a s trike mis­
sion over ~Orth Vi('l11<1m. was far 
less certain of that. 

Communist guns in the de­
militarized zone S('paratiug the 
two Vietnatns had erupted and 
battered his jet. Frantically head­
ing to tht• open sea, Kruger 
steered his stricken craft out to 
the South China Sea . 

He b a i l e d out. his plane 
·crashed, a ud Kruger lauded about 
five m iles from the DMZ and 
over the South China Sea_ 

Prince said he and his crew 
were returning to Da Nang from 
emergt>ncy standby duty at 
Quang Tri to the north when they 
recieved a call from Kruge r. J 

" We turned our helicopter 
around and Jiead(•d 101· the area 

Marine Pilot Races fire, anc~ Wins 
CHU LAI Vietnam (ISO)-Bail­

ing out ov~r enemy territory or 
staying in a plane that co~1l~ ex­
plode any second is a dec1S1on a 
pilot hopes he'll neve r have to 
make. 

Capt. Pete Krueger. 28, of Mil­
waukee, of Marine Attack Sq. 223, 
found himself in that s ituation re­
cently after his ME Skyh::iwk was 
hit by enemy ground fire. 

Krueger had just rolled out of 
his second pass over Viet Cong 
gun emplacements. when tracers 
laced the belly of his Skyhawk. 

in his rear view minor as he 
headed his crippled plane toward 
the sea, four miles away. 

"I'm going to get rid of my ord­
nance and try for Da Nang." he 
radioed. But his bomb release 
mechanism failed. The fire be­
came more intense. 

It was either eject now or try 
for the sea. Krueger chose to 
gamble on the latter. Meanwhile, 
an Air Force helicopter from Da 
Nang, w·hich had picked up his 
dis tress signal, headed for the 
scene. "You're hit and on fire," ra­

dioed his wingman, Capt. Wes 
Phenager, 30, of Chicago. 

Krneger was over the b each 
at 8 000 feet when he received an­

flames othe'r radio mt·>~ge from his Kr•1eger could sec the 

wingman. "That fire is r eally 
going no". You'd better punch 
out while rou still can." 

A veter. 111 of 214 combat mis­
sions. Kr 1eger pulled his face 
curtain ar d ejected. 

His pla 1e exploded before it 
hit the W< ter. 

The re~ ~ue helicopter was in 
the area while the captain was 
still in Lh1 air. 

It took wo passes for the heli­
copter to >ick him up, but Krue­
ger said t e didn't mind the wail. 

"Once t 1at chute opened up, I 
knew I hi d it made. It took me 
about fiv• minutes to descend, 
and what l ride!" he said. 

PACIFIC :5•rru1s Allu SThI1.CS 3 April 1967 



· N. Viets 1 

ShootDown
1 

l'-2 U.S. Jets 
'° O'- S&S Vil'ln,1m P.m<'au 

,... SAIGON - 1\1 0 U.S. j ets wrre I 
..i:l shot down by north Virtnanwse 
0 ground fire o v e r " l\HG all<') ·· 
~ Wednesday in st rikrs up tlw Rl·d 
~ River Valley a nd m•ar Jla i11hong. 

~ Spokesm<'n sa'd thl' pilot of a 
Marine, A4 Sk~ hawk, Capt. Peter 

Cl) Kruger. was pull<'d from waters 
P:l just below thl' DMZ barely five 
~ m inukis after hi\ plane was s hot 
~ down. 
C/.l Thr other pilol. flying a Navy 

F8 Crusader. was lislt'll as miss­
~ ing in action. 

In raids over the south, Ai r 
Cl) Force and Ma rin<· pilots fle w 427 
~ sorties. An Air Force l"-100 was 
E-4 downed by enem y fire 36 miles 
tll southeast of Sa igon Wc'llnrsday 

and the pilot is missin~. 

B-52s struck l h r e C' t imes 
Wednesday :rnd Thursday nt>ar 
Hue, bombing a communist head­
q ua r ters and s uspect<'<.! troop con­
centrations in a drive to cut 
enemy rout<'s from the DMZ. 



FRO~·l; 

Slf.t3J: 

TC : l - J7cv-.J r:j 
Jrd .iL.1.. .GP ( JSi.~ ...., 
ll.~ 

1. (U) This report is submitted IAW ~i 55- 2/.lrd ARJ.GP Sup 1, dated 15 
June 67. 

2 . ( S) At 22201 24 Har ~word was received tha· . a C-12.3 e.irc:.-:.0.'t (C:iidle-
3tick 01) had been hit and 0:.c crm.:::c.:i'_;·~·:· had t:...i: .:d out . Jolly Greens 19 and 
20 were placed on cockpit alert . .r~ollowing the s\ ccessful l anding of Candle­
stick 01, the Jolly Gre•~ns were rel eased from cocJ pit alert and plans were laid · 
for a fir~ ll;;;ht effort the follo'Wins r:orning • • oily Greens 19 and 20 were 
airborne at 05001 25 Earch accompanied by Sa.neys ~ and 6 and Nail 55. The sur­
vivor 1 s cill sign was CLJidlestick 07. J oily Gree1 s 19 and 20 entered an orb· t 
10 miles south of the area at 06071 and Sandys 7 z:nd 8 joined with Jolly Grc_ns 
19 and 20 at 0617L. Weather in the area was 4000 1 broken, visibility 1 to 3 
nilE: s. 'l'he Sandys laid ~own supp re ssi ve fire on enemy anti-aircraft and snall 
c..rras positions before calling in Jolly Grc~n 19 c.t 06401 . Jolly Green 20 con­
tinu~d to orbit south of the area. Jolly Green lS held 1 mile c~st '~tlle a 
s:noke screen w-.;.s laid between t~e survivor and tLe ene:.::v· gun posi ti ens . The 
survivor 1 s .iJCSi tior. \res 070/:a/89 . Jolly Green lS sighted the survi i:or at G723L 
c-..nd. had hi_:i :_::,o ..... r:i o;;- G727L. _.ecove17 w:..s :u:.:ie u ... :.-;:6 the ::'-Gct:.e heist a:.J :.ree 
:)(. .. r:et!'ator- . :;o ene;ny action ;r.:s encountered ".Jy t:1a .Joll:r Gree:is . Jolly :1reen 
19 hel d in the area until 07/.,,DL 1;hilc e.d ... itional s.ippressive fire was ldd on 
the gun positions md then depart,..;d escorted by tb3 Sandys. .!t.::.dic discipli~e 
',ic..s sood . ilr refueling wr.n not a f.'.).ctor . Jolly }re,;..n 19 lc.nd.ed at Channel 89 
c..t 0705L. 

3. (,::) '~lie r.:::..:le cf t:.ie su... ...... "i-;or: S...,gt .£.ric:;. C. ~:ill, .. ,,.?152751;:'.:: , 'JS~7, =~:.:.::hon 
::'hc..nora .. -:.o~ -~ .. 'hai .n.i1· ~crce : c..se .nci.l:mC: . 

Class if ted by ___ _ _ _ _ 

4. (J) 

.X ...... ::.: :-~ 19 (LO:j) 

SliBJECI TO GENERAL DECLASSIFICATIO!{_ 
SCHEDlTL ; OF EXECUTIVE ORvT:'R 11652 

YEAR I N'.l ERVALS 0 
AU;o~T [CALLY OOHN~~flo 

DE.iCUSS U1 IEP-2~~·~; i -- ' 
... CCP ):__JQR LCUIS D. Tl.Ji-I.b.S RCGP , :r.JOR P ..l.UL i ~. RE.:iGJlJ ... 

i""E Sv iT DCiJ E. COLE 
:~s .J.I ! :..::._..: .. ~ "~ · Cj .. ~-:: 

...... : .J...i ... • __ :c, __ i..) c . .... _· ~ . .J~~-J..;c.:; -;:J lID so~~ 

, :£ /) @@[filJfi ~wngrade j to CO!,,-ID1'01TIAL 

~ : ~ ,. , ~ '>;' l 7 AUG 1171 ...,, . v.~:n~cr. , Capt..:. ..... ~, u~ T ,\\"/:~ ) (' c ~ ...... ' . .; ·~ 205-2 .. ~scue v!'e~·/ OJ.:Uian_er . (Date 
.........._.. ' 

A2)DC~ h@81J5 
C:.- __ /_ of 9 Co)i <:n 

0 8 - 1<\- D- r o 0 9 
.. 

GROUP 4 

"'1?.C!_~71 'GP.ADE "T 3 yt::".,.., r- ··r-....... -'-LL" .. t"t f -~ ... , ,,. .,,~\'I t .-.).,, YAfTER 12';.;_:· ___ , ,.·h· 
--- i..t.. ... ~ .. ~ t 

DECLASS11=1 u 1 



C' 
L 
u.. -U) 
if' 

-=-c 
LL 
0 

DA'l'E 
28 F'eb 

6 Mar 

6 1'1ar 

11 :Har 

11 Mar 

25 har 

JO Mar 

) 0 Mar 

DECLASSlFlED 

llliSCUE NUMBJ!:R SU!iVIV01l - -229 Capt Basel 

2)0 Capt Marler 
231 Maj Benziger 

. 
232 Capt !.Bwark 

233 thru 
268 Classified 

269 thru 
294 Classified 

J 2Y5 Sgt Hill 

296 Ltcol Jolmson 
297 Haj Doran 

298 Maj Mar~uard t 
299 Capt Hodges 

TYPE AIRCRAFT 
F-105 

B6b 

B66 

~VA c. Ul4"l"I.'.> IV 

oF- L. ~- ~S-

c12J 

02 

F-111 

JOLLY GREEN 
SERVICE LOCATION CREW 
USAF Laos Capt Greer 

Maj Oderman 
Sgt Berry 
S~t Duffy 

USAF Thailand Maj Oderman 
Maj Reagan 
Sgt Otero 
Sgt McComb 

USAF Thailand Maj Orsini 
Capt Holt 
Sgt Grau 
Sgt Fraboni 
Maj Haynes 

Laos Maj Yuhas 
Sgt Berry 
Sgt Fraboni 

Maj Oderman 
Laos Maj Williams 

Sgt Cole 
sst McComb 

UNDER 
ENEm' FIRE 

Yea 

No 

No 

. 
No 

No 

Laos USAF Capt Richardson 
.., _ .. v . ..... __ I "' -··-u --·-- ··-Sgt Peele 
S~t Fraboni 

Laos USAF Lt Platt 
Maj Yuhas No 
Sgt Berry 
Sgt King 

Thailand USAF Maj Oderman 
Capt McKinley No 
Sgt Hannegan 
Sgt Boles 

Atch· 1 .._. --



C. SIGNIFICANT MISSIO:-t 

AIR FOR CE HELICOPTER CREW RESC YES MARINES 

Da Nang (7AF) -- Air Force pararescueman A~ rman First Class John 

F. Tobey, 25, of Gilbertsville, N. Y., spent some anxious moments in 

a mine field as he waited to be picked up after assi tting in the evacuation 

of a seriously injured Marine who had tripped a Frqnch laid mine, yester­

day (March 25). 

Three Y. S. Marines were on patrol near the tc>i: of the Z, ZOO foot 

peak of Monkey Mountain, when the forward scout s1 epped on a French 

mine which had been laid in the early 1950s. His twi> companions froze 

in place after the incident, uninjured, but trapped in the field. 

Airman Tobey and other members of the HH-43F 'Pedro! rescue 

helicopter crew assigned to Detachment 7, 38th Aero space and Recovery 

Squadron at Da Nang air base, were scrambled to the scene. 

After being lowered to the ground from the hover ng helicopter, 

Airman Tobey administered first aid to the injured m i.n and prepared him 

for movement into the rescue litter. 

The Marine was lilted into the helicopter where fu ~ther treatment 

was given by Captain Harold R. Harsin, 30, of Indianapolis, a flight 

surgeon assigned to the 366th USAF dispensary at Da Hang. 

As soon as the wounded man was on board, the helicopter flew directly 

to the Naval Support Activity at nearby Marble Mountain, leaving Airman 

Tobey ·and the other two Marines in the mine field. 

C-1 - .MORE· 



Another heli:opter from Da Nang was dispatched and picked up the 

airman and the Marines. The Marines were droppec oU on sale ground 

at Marble Mountain and the pararescueman was retu:·ned to the Da Nang 

fllghtline where he rejoined his crew. 

Other crew members aboard the rescue bellcoptt r were First 

Lieutenant William T. Seahorn, ZS, of Battle Mountc .in, Nev., pilot, 

Captain Donald D. Sams, Z6, of Herminaton, Ore., co-pilot and Airman 

First Class Edward L. Thorpe, ZS, of Long Beach, Calli. , helicopter 

flight mechanic. 

.. 30 .. 

NOTE: This item has been cleared for release oy MACV. 



Gilbertsville au ·man 
aids rescue temn . 

SAIGON (AP) - There stood 
Airman 1.C. John F. Tobey, 25, 
ol Gilbertsville, N.Y. - right in 
the middle of ttle mine field. 

It stamd with ttiree' marines 
on patrol ol Monkey Moootain 
near Da Nang. One stepped oo 
a mine. His two companions 
froze in their tracks, an Air 
Force accouot said Saturday. 

Tobey, a pararescueman, ·ar· 
rived with an Afr Force evacua· 
lion helicopter and descended 
on the litter hoist. The iojlll'ed 
man was lilted aboard. 

Tobey and Ute two Marines 
dared not move alter the heli· 
copter left with the wounded 
man. 

Minutes later, anottier hell· 
copter arrived, picked up au 
three men as it hovered over 
the mine field, and returned 
them to safety. 

Names of the Marines were 
not given. 

JOHN TOBEY 
:le didn't move 



CITATJ'Dll m ACCX>MPJHY mE AWARD OF 

ml AIRMAN r B MEDAL 

~ 

JCJHH F. 10BEr 

Ainnan First Cl.ass Jolm· 1. Tobey distinguir hed himself by heroism 
involving voluntar;r risk ot lite near DaNang Ail Base, Republic of 
Vietnam on 25 March 1967. On that date, Airman Tobey volunteered to 
be lowered into a mine field to render aid and E ss:lstance to a Marine 
who had stepped on an abandoned mine. Upon reac bing the victim, he 
administered extanaive medical aid and prepared the patient in a 
stokes l1 tter to be hoisted aboard the rescue a:1 rcratt. ~e exanpl.ar;y 
courage and he:roitJm displqed b,y Ji.man Tobey rt nect great credit 
upon himselt and the United States Jir Force. 



5t:VENTH AIK fORCE NEWS · 5- ray· ·l. 'lo~ rage :> 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Busy March At Da Ncng 

Restuemen Save 18 Jn Molitb . . .. 
DA NANG - Rescue crews 

from the 37lh and Detachment 
7. :11111i .o\ero~:i:: ~: ~ :. 7·..:~ :\nd 
Recovery Squadrons here were 
' . ' 1 .. . ~ •••. :u .... lltif ...... ,.. ... r1,.: ...... 

; · 'totai' of ~ight • m~savi~g mii>- I 
sions , and pickin& up a total of 

- . . 
11 survivors of bailouts, crulies to the top of nearby lt!onlcey 
and mlahapa. . Mountain in· the soulli. n their 

F 1 yin g both HH.SE Jolly air pickup effort.~. 
Green Giant and HH-4JF HuslUe A1r Force and l\larloe 1 ,·lators 
}, ,.H,..,..!"fcrs, D a NA n i rescul' wrrr olurbd from prt carious 
personnel ransed from the De- I •IUlllLUIJlll "" .... ., uu1AUa1 la the 
militarized Zone In the north, South China Sea, after balling 

Hl::SCUE CHOPPER-AB Alr Force HH-3E Jolly Greea Glanl rescue helicopter like the one J dctured 
abO\'e successfully rescued aa F-105 Thundercbld pilot April u. The helJcopter ls )115& . Olle c r man)­
renue aircraft that are scrambled Into action "·bcn word Is received that u alrcrar& Is t owa bl 
Vietnam. (.UR FORCE l 'HOTO) 

out of thrlr crippled aircraft, 
aacl alter speadla1 clays hiding 
In tlte Jun1le a scaat mile or 
t"·o aoutb of Uae DMZ. 

Two U.S. Marines and 'ix 
members of the Army of the 
Republic of Vietnam owe their 
safety lo another Jolly Green 
Giant crew, which Clew to the 
5,000·foot level or a mountain 
nlne miles north of Khe Sanh, 
where a Marine helicopter had 
crashed and burned. 

A trlcl7 rescue at best, Maj. 
WlllJain 0. Jllayfleld, 39, or 
Owensboro, JC7 ., pilot or the 
resne lteUcopter, hacl to ctump 
the maJorlt)' of his reserve fuel 
to make the dJmlt to tbe peak, 
aud literally "fell" off the moun· 
tai.D after elfedlll1 tke ellbt.­
man plctqp, seekta1 lower altl­
tudcs w?icrc bis helicopter c-. .. ~ ... 
1 a p ' o r l the wel1bt of the 
reacud partJ. 

While plckln1 up a wounded 
marine helicopter c r 1 w ma n 
some two miles Routh of the 
OMZ, an HH4E puuU:ci by Maj. 
Adnan D. Youn&blood, 33, Heel· 
ley, Tex., was subjected. to 
Intensive tiosW1 a u tom at l c 
weapona fire. 

The helicopter wu hit six 
times; lo1ln1 ill utility hydraulic 
system and a portion of the 
electrical system as well. Al· 
thou&h forced to withdraw from 
the! area. Captain Younsblood 
successfully c o m p I e t e d his 
rescue m111lon, by deliverlns 
the wounded man to a nearby 
medical facility. 

An HH-43E Huski• parareacue- j 
man had a few bad moments 
dW"ina lhe clo1ln1 daya of lhe 
month, when after beinl lowered 
Into an abandoned French mine 
field lo I.rut a Karine who had 
tripped one of the old but slill 
dudly devices, he wu "•trand· 
ed" there. 

Since Ume wu tke most Im· 
portaDt factor la UYlq Uae 
WOUDded mu'• lift.' U SOOD U 
the MarlDe could be hoisted blto 
lbe laovertq . HuskJe, •e wu 
wlallkd away to tlte Mariae 
medic.al fa c 111 t y at nearby 
Marble Moaut.ha. 

Pararucueman AlC John F. 
Tobey, 25, Gilbertsville, N.Y .• 
was left standln1 ln the mine­
field. A few moments later, 
another rescue helicopter lifted 
him to safety, and returned rum 
to Da Nan&. 



(S) Compress notified Jolly Green 36 and 53 of L possible bail out 
mission at 10452 on 25 Nar 67 giving coordinates of a 20 mile arc south 
of Savannal:.-.het . At 11052 we were told to scramb _e and were airborne at 
11102. At 11202 Compress reported the position LS 47 nautical miles on 
the 310° radial from Channel 89, and uirected J G. 36 and 53 to return 
to base. J .G. 37 and 52 were directed to the ne· r area. Due to darkness, 
the effort was discontinued at 12002. At 12102 luT.terfly 39 reported 
sighting a parachute and the survivor ~t new coo·dinates of XB280 380 . 
Compress noti:ied J.G. 36 and 53 to be prepared .o launch at first light 
on 26 Har 67 . We we:-e airborne at 22052, arrivi ig in the area at 24002 
with a bingo time of 01402. Butterfl:· 39, Sandy 5 and 6 conducted a 
search, locating t!':e ·.,-:-eckage cf the T-28 and th i downed pilots chute 
but were unable tc find the pilot. J.G. 36 and >3, and Sandy 7 and 8 
were directed to land at Chanr..el 51 to refuel an l departed the search 
area at 00452, landing at 01252 . 

(S) The search was continued for the remainder >f the day with J .G. 
36 and 53 remaining at Channel 51. At 12002 J.G . 36 and 53 were told 
to return tc Charmel 89 and shortly thereafter tie search effort was 
discontinued. 

(S) The weather during the mission was clear wi;h poor visibility due 
to haze and smoke. No enemy actions or ground f ..re were encountered. 
The Coordination and cooperation among all parti :ipating aircraft was 
excellent and radio discipline was adequate. 

JOLLY GREEN 36 - LO~·.- 9IRD 

Capt Roy E. Keck t// ' HCC 
1st Lt. Mark H. Mutchler RCCP 
AlC Robert G. Cotter HM: 
TSgt Charley D. Smith PJ 

-.C /a fL-6.~o 
------=-.:.::--:.:::;-==----= ----

JOLL '. GR.EZN 53 - HIGH BIRD 

Maj William H. Lloyd RCC 
2nd ,t Billy N: Privette RCCP 

-SSgtJerry R. Johnson HM 
MSGT Milton C. Williams PJ 

Robert1
Line

Robert1
Line

Robert1
Line
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Supporting Document# 16 48 
SAVE NO SURVIVOR'S NAME RANK SERI.AL 1fil ~ SOURCE 

29-36 6 ARVN um:, 2 .ARMY UNK UNK UNK 12 Mar 67 1-3-41 

37 M.F. Gv.y Cpl-M UNK 13 Mar 67 1-.3-42 

38 Peter Kruger Capt-M UNK 15 Mar 67 Sq Scrapbook 

39 Jack C. Spillars Maj-AF mra: 26 Mar 67 1-3-54 M. N. 

40 Lyle W. Townsend Maj-M UNK 1 ~ 67 1-3-62 

41 D.S. Brachins Capt-M um: l May 67 1-.3-62 

42 James H. Holland Cpl-M UNK 1 May 67 1-3-62 

43 Thomas E. Hughes Cpl-M UNK 1 May 67 1-3-62 

44 Edward F. To\lllley Maj-M UNK 4 May 67 1-3-64 

45 L.E. Alexander Maj-A 081.366 10 May- 67 1-3-70 

J.h H.E. Burke Capt-M UNI 10 Mq 67 1-3-70 

47 J.L. Murphy 1/Lt-M 091845 10 May 67 1-3-70 

48 M.W. Leftridge Cpl-M 20909.4J) 10 May 67 1-3-70 

49 E.J. Ferraira Ptc-M 2277071) 10 May 67 1-.3-70 

50 Robert Powell Lt-N on: 10 Mq 67 Sq Scrapbook 

51 O.E. Hoy Capt-M ONK 16 May 67 1-3-73 

52 M:i.ke Carson l/Lt UNK 16 May 67 1-3-73 

53-56 tlNK-ARVN mra: llNK 21 May 67 1-3-76 

57 Charles C. Rhymes Maj-AF FR.3044.J 25 May 67 1-3-78 

58 Bonnie E. Randolph l/Lt-AF FVJ162C J55 25 May 67 1-3-78 

59 Clarence Kough Maj-AF UNK 5 Jun 67 1-3-83 

60 Charles A. Col ton Maj-AF UNK 9 Jun 67 1-3-85 



r 

5 .~pril l967 

I do not really know how to start this l 1 ~tter because 
I cannot think of the words that would adequ~ ltely express 
my sincere appreciation for what you and yow· crew did for 
me on Easter Sunday. Anything I could say w >uld only 
degrade the deep meaning of my gratitude for your gallant 
performance 1n saving my life. Also, please convey my 
life long thanks to ·captain Hillory. Airman J effers. and 
Airman Bettevy for their part in th1s 11fe sLv1ng operation. 

I was at Da Nang for four days and then e, ·acuated to 
Clark for one day. I have a slight compress~on fracture 
of a vertebra and the doctors at Clark were E:oing to send 
me stateside for a six month recovery. Howei ·er, I convinced 
them that I must be sent back to Korat becaufe there is 
still much work to be done up North. I thinl that from 
pride, as much as anything. I could not quit a loser. 

~ Every fighter "jock" in my Squadron has E sked that I 
forward their appreciation for your outstandjng work and 
bravery. All the pilots in SEA agree that ycu dedicated 
men who fly the Jolly Green's, of necessity, have 11balls 
made of brass." To me. there is no better ptrase to 
express the courage you men must possess to continuously 
face the hazards of rescuing downed airmen. 

If there is ~ anything I can do for ycu or the members 
of your crew, please let me know. I will fo1ever be 
indebted to you for there is no way possible that I could 
ever repay you for saving my life. 

Your friend and fellcw officer for life. 

Y~{{;.*~ 
A6~ TFS Box 165 

AFO San Francisco 96288 
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To the Rescue 
Ho\V Tea1ns of Copters, 
Fighters Save Pilots 
Do,vned Over Vietna1n 

l\llany Fliers Snatched From 
Enemy Territory; Job Is 
Crucial as Air War Grows 

l\Iajor Spillers Makes It Back 

Dy FREDERlCJC TAYWI~ 
/;l<lfJ Rep<Jrtor '"TH&\\" ALL STnDST JovnNA t. 

DANANG, South Vietnam-The commu­
niqlMI wu brief. lt lillid an Air Force F-106 
Tllwtderchlef had been downed by enemy 
ground fire instde Ute Demtlltarlzed ~ne on 
1 he southem edge of North Vietnam; the pilot 
had be~ rescued. 

But behind that terse announcement of 
another succe&11ful recovery o.f a U.S. pilot-in 
this case, 35-yu.r~ld Major Jack Spillers ot 
Atlo.nt& - trom hMtl.le territory lay a vut ef­
fort that hu turned events of hll:11 human 
drama into routine performances. , 

Snatching a downed pilot from under the 
1t:m:m)"s D08e tn Vietnam demandtJ thorough, 
detailed preparation, with reliCue helloopters 
and support pW1ea kept ready to take oft from 
nearby land bues or ships at i;ea. IL takee 
quick, accurate communication and coordl.na­
tlon to r;et re11CUera to the propv1· spot. Xoat 
p:u-tlcularly, lt requires rcsou1·cetul, courag­
eous action by t1ie helicopter crewa that must 
da1-t Into d&npr and out. In all, hWldred• ot 
~killed incn and do:r:eN of specially equipped 
or selected airaatt take part in these llfe­
saving mlMlooll. 

More than 800 combat B&ves have been 
made by air rescue crews since the Vietnam 
air war be(an in 1966. Of thue, at Ju.st W 
have boon made in North Vietnam; the De­
fense Department doesn't give out exact flr· 
u1•e11 !or fear ot aldlne the enemy. 
Rll!1uf Plaae LoMM 

As the air wu over N011h Vietnam oon· 

I 
Unues to grow in Intensity, the rescue effort be· 
coml's incniaelD~y vital. At least 689 U.S. 
plRnes and six helicopters-the latter on air 

, rescue m1Mion11-bave been llhot down over 
Lhc norlh, and these lo.sse~ have been climbing 

1 steadily: in May, a record 86 U.S. plaue11 &nd 
uno heUcopler were knocked out of the &l.r. 

But rescue of pilots downed over North Viet· 1 
mun is only p&rt ol lhe tot.al a1r rel<l\Je job in 
Ille ,.,ar zone. thoulh undel'!IWlda.bly the mostl 

1 publicizf'd.. More than lM planes and ·a.o I hellcopten have been shot down in South Viet· 
nam, and 10me 1,.200 other pl&Da and hellcop-
\1ws ha\'O been IOBt tn accidental crube.11 that! 
frequently blinJ the Air Force, Havy or 1'a-
1·inc Corpt air rellcuers Into action. On top of 
that, the Anny, with 1,500 hellcoptel'a tn South 

I Vietnam. n1gulal'ly extracts trom danrcr 
· ll'OOp!! and civilian~ who might be captured or 

kincd by the enemy. Thua. all lhe service·· d.Te 
J?:lrO<'lf'lllllll:' in 1111· r~ .. 1·11r dforts. 

The N11 1 \ tor it!'! r.:..H, l.b·p!i :it lcn.sl cmc 
.,,_. i.l"O) c1· c "'"' antly olcanung aliouL 20 mile~ 
Oft the port of Haiphong and another off the 
DemUll 1rizc<f Zone, primarily for rescue m1 ,. 
s10n11. l :ach sh ip is equipped With a helicopter 
to Pl.ck up pilot.., who craxh in the cuu or 
Tonkin. Th11re a.re 11.1.w !our to six helicopter~ 
aboard :be two or three aircraft carrlel'l\ reiru~ 
latly sl it:iooed in the gull ; the11e cho 
used m linly on "lifeguard" duly to pi~r~; 
bomber pllots spilled into the sea in talccoU 01· 

land1Jlr accldenta, have raced aa tar as 30 
lnlles h land over North Vietnam to recover 
a i:own~ l pilot. And moat of the Ume, tlle anti· 
Ill man ie carrier Hornet is alao in the &'Ulf I 
equippec with 20 llirplania and 20 to 25 heu'.j 
copter1; many at theN oopters can be 
lnto reac ie wort U tbe need arlaea. pressed 

lnte-nerv ce Cea.pe&Woa 
"Il'1 1 ften & zace to eee whether a Navy 

chopper, an A.lr FOC'Ce chopper, a patrol boat 
01· a. dest -oyer will pick up a man firat, " says 
a Navy r scue omcer. "The guys who 11rP shot 
down dor 't object to that kind or compeLltlon 
at all." 

Many >f the air rescues, like the pickup of 
Major Spi llers, are accompliahed by unita of an 
AJr Fvrce outfit co.lied the 3rd Aerospace Res· 
cue and I tecovery Gro~p. which htl3 ita hl'11c/· 
quarteni 1 t Sairon's Tan Son Nhut air hue. Its 
primary • :>b is search and rescue support fo1· 
the Seven b Air Force, and It's responsible for 
an &rea. o more than 16,000 square miles, fmm 
Saigon to he Chinese border and from the Gulf 
of Tonkin to the western frontier of Burmn . To I 
handle lh1 task, It ha.s three J11quadrons of air· 
craft base I l\l Danang, al Tan son Nhut and at 1 

Udom Ro ral Thai Air Force Base In Uduin, 
Tba.ll&nd. 

For m1 Jor rescue mlssion.<1, the group banki; I 
heavily 01 HH·8 helicopters that carry four· 
Dl&n CAW I, are. built by Sikor11ky division l)f 
United All craft Carp. and are known Bii Jolly 
Green GI.I all ; tbe tar wu bung on the cratl 
originally by a re,teued pilot who was 1m­
preued I>, lta eJae and color. (The Green Claal 
Co., the I e SUeur, Minn., pea-packer whose 
symbol I~ to the chopper's nickname, happily 
provides t 1e reacue aquadrona with four-!oot­
hlgh poste1 1 of ill own Jolly Green Giant). I 

Alao tn the &'t'Oup are HU-U Alb&tross am· 
phlbian pb nea built by Grumman Aircraft En­
fineerinr :!orp. An Albatross, with lwin en· 
(lnea and a lop speed of about 175 mJlea; an 
hour, hove -s over the Gulf of Tonldn during , 
bomber 1t llcea on North Vietnam to picJ.. up 
airmen do~ ned in the sea. Last year more tha n 
20 plckupa were made by the.se pll\nes ; 11111! 

wu deatro ·ed by enemy fire whon lt landc<I on 
Ute water, Uld two crewmen were killed . 1 
~ Ill a,Jor SpUatt. 

It's the plucking of pilot.a like Major Jilek 
Splllen trc al enemy territory that entails lire 
rreatest ri.I ca and may yield the &rreatest satis· 
facliona. H 1re'a that 11lory In detail : 

The Maj 1r took off one morning from I<ot·at 
Royal Thal Air Force Ba..~ l\l Korat, Thailand, 
1n an AJr Force F·l<XS fighter-bomber lot· a 
strike agal lflt North Vletname.~e anti·alrcratl 
sites just iorth o! the DemUllartzcd ~nl'. 
While bom >lnr Ute targets, Major Spill<>rs· 
plane wu I .adly damaged by ground fire. and 
he ejected f 'Om his aircraft, lam1ing In Lhe vur­
Uon of the DMZ controlled by the North Vie l· 
namese. 

Even be. ore M&jOI' Spillers had touched the 
il'Ol;lJ1d, the air resoue effort had bcJ:"Un. Anoll•· 



To the Rescue: How 
Copters, Fighters Save 
Pilots Dovvned in War 

The M.lsstmt Stam 
Jolly Green One Five got oft the ground at 

2 :.ii p.m., six minutell alter gelling the alert. 
Ita pilot was Co.pt. Robert DaVis of St. Peters· 
burg, Fla. The co-pilot was Capt. Robert N. 
Hillary ot Clca.rwntcr, Fla. Airman First Clan 

I Rodney J . Bettevy of Marksville, La.., wu 

I 
tllght mechonlc, and Airman Second Class 
John C. Je!Cers o! Blue Springs, Mo., waa the 

Co11tl11uocl From Fir.~t Page "para.·rescuman"--the crew membet' who 
er pilot on th~ same mi~siun radloed that the drops into the jungle to pull out wounded pllota 
major had bailed out, and th11.t his puachute It they are unable to get aboard the heUcoptera 
had opened. That messagl! was picked up by a unaided. Their craft beaded lot the 1upposed 
C.130 Hercules. a four-engine I.nckheed Air· location of the downed pilot, which had been 
craft Corp. cargo plane lhat had been conver· given by a fighter-bomber in the an& aa 300 
t.ed lnto a flying command post and was then degrees (rourhly west-northwest) and 215 miles 
circling at 30,000 !eet over the Gull ot Tonkin, from Dong Ha In northern South Vietnam. 
awalunr just sucb a me.Mage. A C.130, which Meanwhile, two Air Force A·l Skyraiders, 
can stay on station !or more than U hours is drl 
always positioned over the gulf ·, equipped ~Ith propeller· ven fighters ol post-World War ll 

vinla.ge that haven't been buut since 1867, had 
powerful radios, it is able to pick up broad· been summoned from Udorn by the re8CU• cen· 
casts over a Wide area. ler, and two Navy vere1on.e of the 110.me plane 

The C-130 !n tul'J) radioed the re1cue coor- were called In from the camer Hancock l.n the 
dlnatlon center located bf(h on Monkey Mo=· Gull o! Tonkin. They're favorite rescue support 

. tain, overlooking' the Marine ba8e here at Dan· planes because their slow speed (a top of about 
ang, In northern SOuth Vietnam. Thl11 center, 225 miles an hour) permlte them to circle 
ono of three ln Southeut. A.ala, prompUy around ;a downed pilot and :spray the area ac· 
flashed the word to an Air Force hellcopter des- curately with machine-gun tire 1o keep the 
ignated Jolly Green One Jrive that wu sitting enemy pinned down. 
on a aoccer field at Quang Tri, 90 miles north Jolly Green One Five arrived over the OC"ig· 
ot. Da.nang. The helicopter crew had been await- tnal position given it at 8:06 p.m., While the 
ing a rescue call tor eight hour&-slnce 6 :4ll Navy planes were estim"tlng they would arrive 
a.m ., when the craft had taken Off from it8 at S:35 p.m. and the Air Force A·la at 8:60 
home base at l>anang and flown to Quang Tri p.m. When the chopper arrived, it found that a 
to be nearer the action expected that day. fighter-bomber pilot wu talldng to Major Spill- I 

Normally two Jolly Greens would have era by radio and that he could receive voice 
made the trip to Quang Tri, since lwo choppers transmlSBlma over hla pocket radio but coUld 
always lake part In rescue missions; lf the first transmit oniy by beeper, an automatic signal 
chopper gets shot down, the second wlll be able that goes on when the radio's antenna 111 ex· 
to continue the mlsslon. But that morning only tended. 'Iba choppel' a1ao found that Major 
one of the Jolly Greens at Danang waa in Spillers wun't at the poaUon given. 
Dying comUUon; one other wu being repe.ired Crowded .&.l.rwa'1• 
attcr havill&' been shot full ot holes, and anoth· The chopper then homed on the beeper sig· 
er wu grounded by mechanical trouble. nal, meanwhile receiving e8tlmatu of Major 

So a Marine helicopter, a CH~ Sea Knight, Spillers' poa1t1on that were relayed by the C.130 
a twin turbine aircraft bu1it by Vertol dlvialon from other airmen. 'l'he.e included w.rlollll 
of Boetnr O>. and ca.pable of llttlng 17 to 2rs tighter pilot.I and a forw&rd a1r controller, 
troops, was aaalgned by the roscue center to go flying a lltUe aingie·engine 90-mlle-an-bour 
alonr. Ceasn.a Aircralt Co. 0-1, who bad been the _____________ __; ______ .. spotter for another . bombing ml.Aloa. At one 

point, the a1nrave1 became ao crowded that 
the C.130, Wbfcb waa controlling the aircraft 
In the area, ordered radio ailenee. 

Co-pilot Hillary recalla that ''we had a long 
search becauee of au the bad positions we 
got." Finally, be rememben, "we worked 
south and rot a awtnr on the beeper at 288 de· 
grees, 1t mllea from Dong Ha," or about l~ 
mllea from the poaltion orirf.nally reported. At 
S :.O p.m., Airman Bettevy Lint apoUed Major 
Spillers' parachute and Ulen, . throtJih hlnocu· 
lars, the major hlm1elf. 

Jolly Green One Five then began cirellng 
near, but not over, Kajor Spillers, &o avoid giv· 
tng away hi.a poaiUon to the enemy until the 
Ail'· Force flgbten arrived ten minutes later. 
~ circled the area and reported no ground 
fire, so the chopper descended to a lower al· 
titude to plr.k up the pilot, while the two Navy 
planes tlew high 1n reserve. 

The helicopter then dropped down a 2'0-foot 
cable bearing a M-pound "foreat penetrator." 
Thia ia a steel device with a folding seat plus 
straps to bind a downed man on IO he won't 
fall-0ff when ~. 

Sma U Arms Fire 
'Ii 'hen the penetrator hit the ground, Major 

Spll era began picking up his equipment to take 
witll him. About that Ume, the chopper's pilot, 
Cap: . Davis, spotted small arl'JUJ tire coming 
!ron a small knoll to the left of the helicopter. 
As t happened, the hellcoptlU' in cumml~slon 
tho.t day wo.s the only one without maclune 
gum mounted on it; normally the Jolly Greens 
can r two or three machine runs that each fire 
eoo ·ounda a minute of 7.82 millimeter ammu­
n1Uc a. So Airman Jeffers be(an blasting away 
with hia K ·lS rifle, while Airman Bettevy anx­
loua y waited for Kajor Spillers to get aboard 
the ienetrator, and Capt. Hillary called tor the · 
Air rorce pl&nea to come down and strafe th~ 
hill 

J1 lnally, after the helicopter bad been hover-' 
Ing n one spot tor about foW' minutes, Major 
SpW ara strapped himself to the penetrator and : 
wu pulled up. By th!1I Um• ground fire was so I 
lntei ..ee that capt. DaVta started flying away 
aver before the Major waa aboard. "It's a. mir· 
acle wo weren't hit," aay1 Capt. Davis. Major 1 

Spill in wu plcked up at t p.m.: he had been l 
n t !1:...~fV'J4 fty.,.c:n£l-.hm,,.. .__,,.." ?f rnhnJte"' ·1 

Escorted by the tighter craft. Jolly Green, 

c ne Five lhen flew hack to Dananr. It Ian ~ 
8 . 5:05 p.m .. two houl'll and 2S minutes alter 
t 1e alert had been rl'r.eived. 

When Major SpUlers was exam1J¥!d at Da­
i a.ng, doctor1 foµnd he had i:ecetf'ed a slight 
c m1pres.~lon tra.c'ture of a velerbra. After four 
cays at J)anang, he waa sent to a milltary hos· 
l ital at Clark Air Force B&M ln • the Philip· 

1 ines. Originally llChedUled to be aenl back 
J ome he talked the doctors at Clark into re· 
t ~r him to Korat :because "there's a lot ~f 
, 1ork still to be done . .,. He'1 back flying again 
IOW. 
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'Jolly 
F·105 

Green' 
Pilot 

Rest~ues 
In E1MZ 

I>.\ N.\N<;~111 ;1 dr:im:ii ic rcs­
ci11· act·entl), .in Air Force llil ­
:11 :loll\· CrPPn C~i:rnl hl' lico pt~r 

n 1·w braved 1nll'nse 1·ncrny 
g.-oun tl firi• to ·p1 clt~up an inJu­
rl'd F- IO:i Thnndl'rchil'f pilot 
:; 11111<':-. inside the Demili tarized 

After C'jec ling from hb battlc­
d:rniagcd Thu ndl're hicf, \laj. 

~ J :icJ.. C. Spilll'rs, :1.i, of Atlanta, 
Ca . , made a succs:;fu l pa rachute 
landing in a .-.mall clc:iring su r­
roun1kd hy dem.e n •gt• tation. 

He spent one hour and 25 mi­
nutes in the hos tile territory be· 
Fore being hoisted oboard the 
rescue chopper. 

M:ijor Spillers suffered pain­
ful hut not serious injuries to 
his h:1ck :ind ankle and is 
now in the D:i :-\:ini,: All hos pi-
tal for observation and treat-

men I. 

iThe ground fire "'as relllrned 
by the crew's por rescuerr.on, 
A2C John C. Jeffers;! lue ·Springs, 

pickup since arriving· in,Yiet~om. 

'•) couldn't hear h1• ground 
firc,"l h1· •said, "hut I could s1•t• 

P'urrs -;;-r s 1i10Rt• • o . t <'111 J>tied a 
\y-, r f" """ 

full dip at t hem." ' r . ·' . , 
.\IC: Hndn<·\' .I. l\r ttcvy, M;ir­

kwllll', La ., L11e .lo ly Gree n's 
flight lll<'l'hank. cl ~' 'ri!H•d !he 
actual pickup. ~ 

"The are a was out i 1 the open! 
so I didn't hove ony trouble lo­
wering the hoist to rim. When; 
we started picking up the ground · 
fire he was still obovt 10 or 15 
feet outsid e of the helicopter, 
but we got him oboe rd without 
ony trouble as we we1 e leaving," 
he sold. 

Capt. Hobert:-\. 11.llary. <'.le 
arwater, Fla., " as I he rrst·u1· 
he lico pter's co pilot. All of th1· 
crew members are w th the iird 
Aerospace Hescuc an I Hct'O\ery 
Group and are stati< ned al f);i 
Na ng Al\. ' 

A. U.S. Ma rine C< rps Lll--lli 
Sea !\night crew fie ' :is back­
up for the Jolly <.iccn, while 
Air Force A-IE and '\avy \ - Ill 
Sky raidcrs flew cove . .... .,., 

The Air Force A-IEs based a l 
Udorn RT AB, were >iloted by 
Ca pt. Thomas W. Bu ·din, Alton, 
Ill., ond Maj . Willard A. Dillon, 
fort W a lton Beach, F o . 

The Na\•y Skyr:iidc s from the 
Carrier l'SS il:111c< ck , were 
flown IJy Lieutenant Con11uan­
cler Arnolh II . llend :rson. Le­
moore, Calif., :md .it•u trna nl 
Norman L. \\'inningl1:.1 111, Han­
ford, Calif. 



Succeszful rezcue of Capt Robert C. rIAys, 0-~ pilot on 
..:. Ila.I' 67 after weather kept our aircraft out of the area for 
: ·.:o days. 

HCC Capt. Xobert .c;. Prince 

RCCl) Capt. John ~{. Perry 

HH T~G'.i.' Naurice l!,. Tasker 

RS A2C JAfane D. Hackney 
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FIRST LIBYAN SAVE. On E:u;ter morning an HC-130H fro:n the 58th ARRSq, Wheelus AB, 
performt.'Ci the squadron's first Hercules save when it located a lone Libyan national dct!p in 
the desert southeast of Benghazi. The search began on March 23, but was called otf when 
three missing men were reportt.>Cl found. The misf:iion was re >pened two days later whe~ the 
report proved false. The missing men had had trouble with tl .eir vehicle while driving 
across the desert, and abandoned it. They wall;ed 100 miles, and were heading for the 
huge smoke column of an oil site when two of .them couldn't gc on. The thi:-d c.:ontinued I 
walking. The Rescue aircraft flew to the search location early .!:.:aster morning to find 
that two men haci bct:!1 located and picked up by a civilian airc ·aft. Then the HC-130H, piloted 
by Captain James W. Cain, proceeded to the rescue point ana began an expanding square 
searcb pattern. The Rescuemcn flew lower than usual bt:cause the sun's glare and the 
rolling uunes made it almost impossible to distinguish objects from the normal se:i.rch 
altitude. An hour later the man was spotted frantically wavin1 ~ his arms to attract attention -­
ii be had be{'n lying down or standing motionfoss he would not il:l\'e bee:n :>cen. But b;;!forl.! 
long he was safely bad; to civilizatiori. SSgt Louis Hwnphric~, the flight enginet:r 011 t;,is 
missio:-, , probabiy set some sort of Hcscue record. He wa::; c~rtifiecl rescue qualified just 
befor: t~.e-off, and only lhree hours later took pa.rt in a sa,·c . 

................. 
Albatross rescue . . . Rescuemcn of the 33rd ARRSq, Naha AB, fltw their fourth 

:-esc::.iJ 01ission oi 19\..7 recently, when they evacuated a scrio11sly injureu merchant seaman 
from l\linami Daito to Kadena AB. Immediately after being a~ signed the ruissior., an HU-16 
was c;i~patcncd to the small islantj in the southern Ryukyus wb ~re the injured man was berng 
taken. 7he man, a Danish national aboard an American freighter, had fallt:?n 25 feet from 
a catwall: to the decJ.;, and was suffering from a serious concu::ision. Wber. the HU-16 ar­
rivt:!d, the freighter was just approaching the island and the Th :scuerut:n directcu their air­
craft to a small landing craft manned by Ryu!.yuans, which wa3 waiting off ::;bore. The 
Rescuemen then set thair HU-16 down on the island's ::;mall linding- strip, anu took off 
again with the seaman in 30 minutes. Pararcscuemen !\I Sgt R iymond J. liawco and 

• TSgt John F. Heitsch attended the patit.:nt on the bour-lon~ fli~ ht bacl; to Kad~na wi1:.!rc he 
was immediately taken to Camp Kue hospital for treatment . 

•••••••••••••••• 
F AC SAVED. After 49 hours in the mountainous jun&les sout~ of D!\'l Z, a Jolly Green 
from the 3rdARRGp recovered a downed for-.varu air controlk - last mor.tL. The F AC 
was on a visual reconnaissance mission north of the Di\I Z whe 1 his aircraft was hit. Hi:. 
en!;;inc began cutting out, and he haci only 5U to iU per <:;t:nt de' a.tor control. ln his 
crippl0d 0-1£, he headed bac;k toward Dong Ha, and cr~shctl 1n lhc junglt:. Aft~r clear­
in;; himi>df from the wreck, he turned on his emergency,radic, but weath~r macie it im­
po~silil.; for Rescue aircraft to get to him. For two days the . ~AC hiked throug-h the jungle 
rain. Contact w:is made with Hescuc control aircraft, but the rain and hca\'y overcast 
made rescue impos£ihle. Finally on the third day the weatller broke and another FAC in 
the area directed the HH-3 to the downed mar.. Once he was s1>0tted by the Rescuemen, 
he was as good as safe. Captain Hobert E. Prince, 1IH-3E pi ot, hovered over the area 
while the hoist was lowered 20U foet through the hi:;'.1 trees . ~oon be was aboard the 
helicopter, and on his way back to Dong Ha with no i:ijllries . 

••••••••••••••••• 



7fH AIR FORCE NEWS FRIDAY, AP,UL 28. 1967 

Dowri 49 Hours •.• 

Sling Ride 
Rescued FAC 

Glorious, 
Declares 

Was 

DA X.\NG - A forward air 
controller here described a ride 
in the sling of an Ill! 3E Jolly 
Green Giant helicopter as "one 
of the most glorious rides in 
my life." 

Capt. Robert C. Mays, 32, of 
\Ve~laco, Tex., was rescued 
recently after being down in 
tne mountainous jungles south 
of the demilitarized zone for 49 
hou rs. 

Engine Cut Out 
He was on o visual reconnais­

sance mission north of the DMZ 
when his aircraft was hit. " I heard 
o peculiar noise," the captain said. 
"I couldn't imagine what hit me, 
but my engine begor1 cutting out 
and I hod only 50 to 70 per cent 
elevator control. 1 

"I headed my 0-lE Bird Dog 
aircraft back toward Dong Ha, 
but there was more of a north­
erly \\me! than [ thought and I 
drifted quite a bit south. 

" I was gelling pretty low and 
just barely missed two big 
trees," he continued . Hi s air­
craft crashed in mountainous 
jungle at about 2,500-foot altitu­
de. 

":\ly left leg was pinned and 
it took me a few minutes to get 
out of the aircraft," the pilot 
r<'lated. "As soon as I cleared 
myself from the aircraft I gra­
bbed my rifle and other neces­
sary equipment and started 
away from the wreckage. · I 
didn't know where •I wa 

used my plastic map case for a 
sleeping bag. However, I couldn't 
sleep all night. It was niining 
and I started imagining things. 
The rain sounded like tigers 
sniffing around and Viet Cong 
talking. It was really a weird 
feeling." 

The next morning Captain 
Mays contacted the rescue con­
trol aircraft circling the area. 
"I asked about the weather and 
was informed that it didn't look 
good. 

"I again started down hill to 
a creek I had heard. I began 
following it. I had contact with 
the rescue forces throughout 
the day, hut my radio was g<'t­
ting weak and they told me to 
use it sparingly. 

"I traveled oil the second day 
as I wonted to get Into on area 
where I could be seen from the 
air. 

Very Rough Terrain 
"The terrain was very rough 

and there were a lot of water­
falls along the creek. By night I 
had traveled approximately one­
and-a-half kilometers from the 
crashed aircraft. I made a shel­
ter out of banana leaves and 
again used my plastic map 
case for a sleeping bag. I didn't 
ha\'e any trouble sleeping that 
night. 

"It stopped raining about 
midnight of the second night. I 
made contact with the rescue 
aircraft early the next day. Al 
about noon I climbed up a steep 
knoll so that my radio would 
have.-.i wider range. I left the 
hill 20 minutes later and star­
ted down the creek. 

"Shortly ofter I p.m. the wea­
ther seemed to be breaking so­
mewhat. The area WO$ still real 

rough, and I knew it would toke 
guh on the pQrt of the rescue 
crew to otte mpt to get down into 
the ravine' 1here I was located. 

"Soon af er the weather bro­
'ke, I spolh d a helicopter pass 
directly ov "rhead and I imme­
diately turr ed on my radio. The 
helicopter was unable lo pick 
up my sign ti but a FAC in the 
area heard me and informed 
the rescue helicopter that he 

· had just 1assed dircdly over 
my head." 

Spotted Downed Pilot 
"I circled back around," said 

Capt. !lobe t E. Prince, 36, of 
Camden, Ar<., pilot of the IIH­
:m from thE 3rd Aerospace Res­
cue and Re '.Overy Group, ·•and 
my copilo , Capt. John W. 
Perry, 37, >f Piedmont, Calif., 
spotted the downed pilot." 

"He was standing in o clear 
area wovin ~ both arms," said 
Captain Per y. "We circled bock 
and hovered over the oreo while 
our fllghf n echonic lowered the 
hoist ~o pick him up." 

"It seeme• I like it took fore­
ver to get the sling down to 
him," said TSgt. .Maurice F. 
Tasker, 3-t, of Belmont, N.H. 
"\Ve had to let out about 200 
feet of cal le because of the 
high trees ir the area." 

CheckE d By Medic 

.\s soon as the captain was 
brought abo; rd he was checked 
for possible njury by the pa­
rarescueman A2C Duane D. 
Hackney, 19, of Flint, :\Jich. 

The captai 1 reported he "fell 
just fine" as he had been eating 
malted milk tablets his wife 
hall sent hin for just such an 
emergency. 
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FAC Rescued 
3 Days . After 
Be_ing· Downed 

OA NANG- A three-day res­
cue operation ended March 2 
when an Air Force HIJ-3E "Jolly 
Green Gianl" helicopter from 
Detachment 2, 3rd Aerospace 
Rescue and Recovery Group, 
picked up a downed forward air 
controller jusl south of the 
demilitarized zone. 

Air Force Capl. Hobert C. 
Mays of Weslaco, Tex., a FAC 
with the 30th Tactical Air Sup­
port Squadron al Da Nang AB, 
crash-landed his 0-1E Bird Dog 
-spotter plane Feb. 28 after re­
ceiving g1·ound fire while on a 
visual reconnaissance mission 

· near the DMZ. He was uninjured. 

Immediately ofter receiving the 
distress coll from Captain Mays, 
the 3rd ARR Coordination Center 
ot Do Nang scrambled o chopper 
crew to attempt the rescue. 

Captain Mays climbed a steep 
hillside which was shielded wilh 
cloud cover. He reported a .50 
caliber gun position in the area 
and indicated il may endanger 
the rescue efforl. 

Although Lhe rescue helicop­
ter made voice contact with the 
downed flyer, poor weather 
condilions prevented the pickup. 

The • rescue attempt resumed 
the second day, but again poor 
weather conditions prevented suc­
cess. Constant radio contact was 
maintained with the FAC throu­
ghout the day. At the end of 
the second day, the radio signal 
from Captain Mays was getting 
weak and he was advised to• 
use his radio only when o helicop­
ter could be heard overhe.;id. 

On the final clay of the rc>s­
cue. mission, Capt. Robert E. 
Prince, Camden, Ark., helicop­
ter commander, 1·eporled "we 
surveyed the area early in the 
morning ancl determined the 
ceiling was loo low for a pickup. 
nz e • naaoa,;lpd t n ntU"' fnr-

man," Captain Prince continued. 

The rescue crew relayed word 
to the FAC to contact the 
downed pilot with instructions 
to fire a narc to pinpoint his 
position. 

"\Ve circled over the same 
area and afler some lime 
were able lo pick up his Clare's 
smoke trail,'.'. Captain Prince 
said. 

Capt. John W. Perry, Piedmont, 
Calif., the helicopter pilot, spotted 
the FAC standing in a clearing 
waving both hands. "We circled 
bock and hovered over the area 
while the flight mechanic lowered 
t.he pickup coble," Captain Perry 
added. 

"ll seemed like it took fore­
ver for the cable to freach ;the 
ground," said TSgL. Maurice F. 
Tasker, Belmont, N.H., flight 
mechanic. "\Ve had to lower 
about 200 feel of cable because 
of the dense tree cover in the 
area:· Sergeant Tasker remark­
ed. The helicopter was receiving 
enemy ground fire during the 
rescue pickup. 

"As soon as the cable hit 
the ground the pilot climbed 
aboard and we hcgan hauling 
him up. He> kept looking up and 
smiling," lhe sergeant said. 

As soon as Captain Mays was 
brought into the chopper he was 
checked for possible Injury by 
pororescuemon A2C Duane D. 
Hockney, flint Mich. "He was In 
excellent condition," said Airman 
Hockney. "The first thing he 
osk~d for was a cigarette.' ' 

Col. Al bc.'rl t>. Lovelady, Alex­
andria, \'a., 3rd AHHG com­
mander, said of the rescue, "For 
more than 48 hours, mission 
controllers, nircrews and main­
tenance crews wo1ked around­
Lhe-clock to i nsu n• that Ca plain 
:\lays would have every possible 



: ~~Pu!~~ h•~P!~~~!~m E.~~~!~mt ~.~:,~l!. ~.~!!oo f.~~~ 
Thursdur rescued a downed pllot unit ai Da Nanir scrambled a Mays' position with the aiu of a becau~e of the den~e tree cover l 
who had \ JWnl thrrr days in ihe chopper to attempt the pickup. FAC. Maya fll'ed a flare. lu the area." 
communiq·infcslcd jungle ju 1 t Mays climbed a steep hillside Prince, the helicopter com- The chopper received enemy 
south of the demilitarized zone. and reported a 50-caliber gw1 mandi:r. and Capl. John Perry ground fire during the rescue. 

Air Force Capt. Robert Mays position In the al'Ca which could of Piedmont, Cal., his pilot spot- ''Alo soon as the cable hit the ' 
or Wt'l<ico. Tex., a forward air endanger the rescue effort. ted Mays in a clearing, Having ground the pilot climbed aboard 
cunlrollcr. 1.:ra1>h·landed hii> spot- Voice contact between the both arms. . and we began hauling him up," 
ter plane TucsdR)' afte1· ground choppc1• and Mays was estab- "We circled back and h1>Vered Tasker said. "He kept looking up 
fire h1t h•~ aircraft. lished, but poor weathel' condi· over the area while the flig1t me- and smiling." 

Mays, who was on a visual re- tions prevented the pickup. chanlc lowered the pick:up cable," As soon as Mays was aboard 
connaisi;ance mission near the Another attempt was made the Perry said. the chopper he was examined by 
DMZ, was not injured. 1 econ d day, but airaln poor "It seemed like it took f:>revcr AlC Duane Hackner of Flint, 

Immediately after receivin1 a weather prevented success. At for the cable to reac 1 the Mich. 
the end of the second day, Mays' ground," said TSgt. Maw·ke Tu· "lie was in excellent condition," 

6 Pacific Stars & Stripee radio signal was rettlni weak. ker of Belmont. N.H., the chop. said Hackney, "The first thing he 
Suuday, Maru I, 1M7 On the third day, Capt. Robert per'• flight mechanic. •·v. e had asked for was a clgaret." 

'No.w . You Know ·111 '. ., . . ,. . . . ., . ;: - . . . , .· nwto:D1e ~\·Pilot:i . . . . ~ .... , . .... ... , . . T , .. ,., . .·.. , . . : . ,._ 

Te/Js·Hi"1selt · 
By WALLACE BEENE J d th h 
sics Vle111am B111uu Cblet craw e up e Ill about 100 feet. 

DA NANG, Vietnam - Boorang! "Then I lit up a cigaret and 
Capt. Robert C. Mays couldn't be· contacted the conti·oJ ship with my 
llt>ve h~ little spotter plane had emergency radio. I told them I 
bttn hit. He was flying at 1 5GO would camp for the d ght because 
feel In cloudy skies just south of I didn't want anybcdy to crash 
the DMZ-high above the range looking for me in U e cloud cov-
r the small arms ffre that pecb ered hills." 

him frequently. . He made a sleeping bag with his 
And he cei·tainly had no reason npped up plaHtic m1p case and 

to think he would spend the nert banona leaves, "but then I could­
~I hours scrambling through the n 'f g!' lo sleep. It was raining 
Jungle deep in VC tel'ritory. st~ad1ly and the sourds made me 

"I'll never know what hit the tlunk the tlgers wen snipping 11t 
plane or whel'e," explalned the me, or maybe the VC." 
32_-yeu-old Air Force pilot from Morning finall)' cac1e and Mays 
Kilgore, Tex., "but the engine contacted one of t11£ 12 aircraft 
•tarted losing power and the ele· that was to take >art in the 
ntor didn't work right. I tried search. 
to ride the strong norU1 wind "I wu pretty sure I had heard 
down toward my home base at somebody In the vallt y below me 
Donr Ha, but the wind bltw me the night before, so J dumped all 
~f nst.~. the west into the moua- my extra gear and ~ L.irted folJow. 

Ing a little 8tream. All I had to eat 
It was about one in the after· w11~ some rnaltrd mill tablets my 

!loon when his plane dipped down \\:Ire had sent me j 1i~l for this 
mto the cloud-covered mountains situation." 

"That was when I told mysel( W~ter. was no problt m. Jt rained 
:t'e~>!?Y• boy, now you know how t~ ~ntinuously and the low clouds 

The plane ripped into the treei shrouded_ the rugged h Us. Slipping 
·~ about the %,000.foot level. One and alldmg along, he searched 
wmc was torn off and the tall to; a clear spot whert a chopper 

might 1..'0me Jn. 
WH left behind before the plane "It ~os im~.~sible fen-aln. The 
came to a halt. only s1cns of lifo r fo ind were a 
Mayks' left leg was pinned in the Cew footpaths a1·ound ome of th 

;rr.•c; 11.!(ebbedbut ~e pulled himself waterfalls and s 0 m e thatched 
U!e. &rt a h11 14·11 rlfle and reeds 11oaking Jn the su·eam I 

I 
k~ew ~ was goinr: to sp •nd anothel' 
night in the Jun:,:le." 

At dusk he made a t utch out of 
leave~ . and again contacted a 
search 1Jlane by ra<io. "T.hey 
couldn't fix m y posit on, but it 
was StJl'~ ~on<I In ~no-. lht'y were 

.liJ> . ~i!' .lookimr-for m...... • 
'-::..~ . . ·<l.1b:()~ ~'$Ii . 
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