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Marine Pilot Races Fire, and Wins 
CHU LAI, Vietnam (ISO)—Bail-

ing out over enemy territory or 
staying in .a plane that could, ex-
plode any second is a decision a 
pilot hopes he'll never have to 
make. 

Capt. Pete Krueger. 28, of Mil-
waukee, of Marine Attack Sq. 223, 
found himself in that situation re-
cently after his A4E.Skyhawk was 
hit by enemy ground fire. 

Krueger had just rolled out of 
his second pass over Viet Cong 
gun emplacements. when tracers 
laced the belly of his Skyhawk. 

"You're hit and on fire," ra-
dioed his wingman, Capt. Wes 
Phenager, 30, of Chicago. 

Krneger could see the flames 

in his rear view mirror as he 
headed his crippled plane toward 
the sea, four miles away. 

"I'm going to get rid of my ord-
nance and try for Da Nang," he 
radioed. But his bomb release 
mechanism failed. The fire be-
came more intense. 

It was either eject now or try 
for the sea. Krueger chose to 
gamble on the latter. Meanwhile, 
an Air Force helicopter from Da 
Nang, which had picked up his 
distress signal, headed for the 
scene. 

Krueger was over the beach 
at 8,000 feet when he received an-
other radio Ines** from his  

wingman. "That fire is really 
going now. You'd better punch 
out while you still can." 

A veteran of 214 combat mis-
sions, Krueger pulled his face 
curtain and ejected. 

His plane exploded before it 
hit the water. 

The rescue helicopter was in 
the area while the captain was 
still in the air. 

It took two passes for the heli-
copter to pick him up, but Krue-
ger said he didn't mind the wait. 

"Once that chute opened up, I 
knew I had it made. It took me 
about five minutes to descend, 
and what a ride!" he said. 
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N. Viets 
Shoot Down 

,2 U.S. Jets .. 0. 	MS Vietnam Bureau 
N--  SAIGON — Two U.S. jets were 
4:1 shot down by north Vietnamese t.) ground fire over "MIG alley" 

Wednesday in strikes up the Red ! 
River Valley and near Haiphong.1 

Spokesmen  said the pilot of  a  I 
Marine  A4  Skyliawk, Capt. Peter 

,  Kruger,  was pulled from waters 
just below the DMZ barely five 

ps  minutes  after his plane was shot 
Fcl; down. 
1--1)  The other pilot,  flying a Navy 

F8 Crusader, was listed as miss-
ing in action. 

In raids over the south, Air ' 
cq Force and Marine pilots flew 427 

sorties. An Air Force F-100 was 
(-1 downed by enemy fire 30 miles. 
Cl) southeast of Saigon Wednesday 

and the pilot is missing. 
B-52s struck three times 

Wednesday and Thursday near 
Hue, bombing a communist head-
quarters and suspected troop con-
centrations in a drive to cut 
enemy routes from the DMZ. 
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SAVE NO SURVIVOR'S NAME RANK SERIAL NO  DATE SOURCE  

29-36 6 ARVN OK, 2 ARMY UNK UNK 12 Mar 67 1-3-41 

37 M.F. Guy Cpl-M 13 Mar 67 1-3-42 

38 Peter Kruger Capt-M 15 Mar 67 Sq Scrapbook 

39 Jack C. Spillars Maj-AF 26 Mar 67 1-3-54 M.N. 

40 Lyle W. Townsend Maj-M 1 May 67 1-3-62 

41 D.S. Brachins Capt-M 1 May 67 1-3-62 

42 James H. Holland Cpl-M 1 May 67 1-3-62 

43 Thomas E. Hughes Cpl-M 1 May 67 1-3-62 

44 Edward F. Townley Maj-M 4 May 67 1-3-64 

45 L.E. Alexander Maj-A 10 May 67 1-3-70 

46 H.E. Burke Capt-M 10 May 67 1-3-70 

47 J.L. Murphy 1/Lt-.M 10 May 67 1-3-70 

48 M. W. Leftridge Cpl-M 10 May 67 1-3-70 

49 E.J. Ferraira Ffe-M 10 May 67 1-3-70 

50 Robert Powell Lt-N 10 May 67 Sq Scrapbook 

51 O.E. Hoy Capt-M 16 May 67 1-3-73 

52 Mike Carson 1/Lt 16 May 67 1-3-73 

53-56 UNK-ARVN UNK 21 May 67 1-3-76 

57 Charles C. Rhymes aj-AF 25 May 67 1-3-78 

58 Ronnie E. Randolph 1/Lt-AF 25 May 67 1-3-78 

59 Clarence Kough Maj-AF 5 Jun 67 1-3-83 

60 Charles A. Colton Maj-AF 9 Jun 67 1-3-85 


