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In the Sea and Out-Safe

SAIGON
Kruger, the difference
freedom and either
capture measured only
utes, when. last weck,
the fear of all U.S.
shot down over
ritory.

But within five minutes after he |
made his worrisome plunge into
the water off the coast of Viet-
nam, Marine Capt. Peter Kruger
was home free-aboard a
[“Jolly Green Giant” helicopter.

“It was a real smooth pickup,”
Kruger said of the chopper lift by
the HH3E, piloted by Air Force
Capt. Robert E. Prince, 36, of
Camden, Ark.

“And I knew I had it made . ..”

There were a few anxious min-
utes when Kruger, pilot of a Ma-
rine A-4 Skyhawk on a strike mis-
sion over north Victnam, was far
less certain of that.

(UPl) — For Petel.
between |
death  or
five min-
he realized
pilots—being
communist ter- |

Communist guns in the de-
militarized zone sepavating the
two Vietnams had erupted and
battered his jet. Frantically head-
ing to the open sca, Kruger
steered his stricken craft out to
the South China Sea.

He bhailed out. his plane
crashed, and Kruger landed about
five miles from the DMZ and
over the South China Sea.

Prince said he and his crew
were returning to Da Nang from
emergency  standby duty  at
Quang Tri to the north when they
recieved a call from Kruger. J

“We turned our helicopter
around and headed for the area

US. F

. we spotted the Marine's wing-
man circling,

the water,

“It was approximalely three to | Francis E.

four minutes from the time the
pilot hit the water until he was
rescued,” said Prince.

then we dmmud and Recovery Sq. at Da Nung,
down and picked the pilot out of cluded 1st Lt. Warren E.

of Kansas City,
Prince’s crew, all assigned to' man.

FWME SpT

1Det. 7, 38th Aecrospace Rescue

in-
Walter

‘7'3, of Baltimore, Md., pilot; M(_.
Greinier, 2, o Hyde
Park, Mass., flight m{(hmw

and A2C Joseph M. Duily,

Mo., pararve \Lue

=

i

..
2=

e

o i i
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CHU LAI, Vietnam (ISO)—Bail-
encmy territory or

in his rear view

headed his crippled plane toward
the sea, four miles away.

Marine Pilot Races Fire, and Wins

wingman. “That fire
20ing now.

out while you still can.”

mirvor as he

You'd better punch

staying in a plane that could ex-
plode any second is a decision a
pilot hopes he'll never
make.

Capt. Pete Krueger, 28, of Mil-
waukee, of Marine Attack Sq. 223,
found himself in that situation re-
cently after his AME Skyhawk was
hit by enemy ground fire.

Krueger had just rolled out of
his second pass over Viet Cong
eun emplacements, when tracers
laced the belly of his Skyhawk.

“You're hit and on fire,”” ra-
dioed his wingman, Capt. Wes
Phenager, 30, of Chicago.

- Kimeger could see the flames

have to|

A veteran of 214 combat mis-

“I'm going to get rid of my ord-
sions, Krueger pulled his face |

nance and try for Da Nang,” he
| radioed. But his bomb release | curtain and ejected.

mechanism failed. The fire be-‘ His plane exploded before it |
came more intense. hit the water.

It was either eject now or lt\| The rescue helicopter was in
for the sea. Krueger chose to|the area while the captain was
| gamble on the latter. Meanwhile, | gtill in the air.
| an Air Force helicopter from Da| ; (ook two passes for the heli-
Nang, which had picked up his copter to pick him up, but Krue-
distress signal, headed for the ger said he didn't mind the wait.
peCh S “Once that chute opened up, I

Krueger was over the beach|knew I had it made. It took me
at 8,000 feet when he received an- | about five minutes to descend,

other radio mes®afe from his| and what a ride!" he said.
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F-100D S6-3277 3 TFW, USAF, Bien Hoa
1Lt Victar Hugn Thompson (KIA)

An - 100vweas Tost and its pilot kifled o the 15th during 2n sitack
oi1 2 VI base camp near the mouth of the Cua Soirap River, 10
miles soath of Saigio. 104 Thomgpson was making bis first siraf-
ing, run sgainst tlee eamp when his aireesft ran into a hail of
grouend fire and dived straight into the greand allosing netime
fior 1hve: piloit to escape,

F-1050 59-1835 357 TFS, 355 TFW, LISAF, Takhli
L Col Poter Joseph Frederick (K1)

A Hight of twa F- 1055 on 2 roed reconnadssance along, Route 7
caiie under fire pear the Barbolemy Pass, on the Laotsn
hoeder with North Yietnam. The leading aircrafl dived to attack
s target o the roacl aned was fiflowed by Lt Cal Frederick. How-
ever, afier the attack the beader could not see Lt Col Frederick's
aircraft and could nof raise him on the radio. No beeper was
heeard amd the wreckspe coubkd not be fund bt it was asnimed
that the aircraft bad either been bit by flak or few i the
road during the atack. At 42, Peter Frederick was ane of
the alder fast jet pilots in Southeast Asia and was actually
approaching bis retirement poinl when he volunteered for
ot duty

F-80 147027 YF-24, USN, USS Bon Heaenne Richard
Lfje) Dean Smich (K14}

The Bow B Bichare arrived back on Yankee Station on 26
February for its thind tar of duty off Southeast 4sia. The cruise
started badly as on the nestday after taking up position soe of its
UH- 28 Seasprile SAR. beficopters crashed into the sea when it
wits laking off from the carrier's deck and four crewmen died.
Theship's first Inss on 2 combat mission took place diering &
onastal recannalssance mission on 1% March. Two Crusaders
were flvivg just off the coast south of Thenh Hoa ar 1500 fee
whiem they flew over several fishing bouts, The wingman, Lt
Smith, sarted (o fem and descend so the leader warned him s
wattch his altitude but e Crusader continued o discend il i
bt thee waster near the islad of Bon Me, Mo Bk s s at e
tlmne and it was surmised that the pibot my have been fisited on
the: fishing boats s patentinl argets and died not realis he was
bosimg altitude despite his leader's warning.

A-4E 151088 WA-Z23, MAG= 12, LISMC, Cho Lai
Capt Stanley P Kroeger (survived)

VMA- 223 arrived back at Chi Lai on | March after 2 well -earmed
three-manth break af Iwakund, During 4 night-time armed
recunnaissance mission jst north of the TIME 2 section of Sky-
Frarwks spodted amd attacked am ausomalic weapens sivs, AL 3000
freel i the dive, Capt Krueper’s aircralt was hil in the starhoard
wing hut, aithangh the aircraft canght fire, ie was ahle to reach
the sea and fly south before be was forced to eject about 15 miles
o tie cosast. He was picked up safely by a USAF helicopter.












