15 March 1967

F-T0D 56-32T7  STFW, USAF, Bien Hoa
1Lt Victar Hugo Thomason (KIA)

An F- 1080 was Tost and its piat Kitked cn the |5t during 2n aitack
of1 2 VI Base camp near the moatl of the Coa Soirap River, 20
mmilies: soaith of Saignn. 108 Thommgpsin was making bis first straf-
irig Pum against the camp when his aireraft sin into o hail of
uronind fire ancl dived seraight inte the grsand allowing oo ime
fior s i to escape,

F-1050 39-1825 357 TES, 355 TFW, USAF, Takdli
Lt Gal Peter Juseph Frederick (KIA)

A Rlight af twa F- 1055 on 2 roed recoomaissance aloag Roate T
came upider dire near the Bartholemy Pass, on the Laotin
hoder withh North Yietnam. The leading airerafl dived to attack
o tairet o Che pocact sand wass followed by Lt Caol Frederick. How-
eser, after the attack the beader could 1ot see Lt Cal Frederick's
aircraft and oould not raise him on the rdio. Ko beeper was
hizard ursd the wrackzge coukl ant be foand bt i wis asimed
et e wircralt bad either beeo bir by dlag or ew indo the
aroursd during the attack. At 42, Peter Frederick wias one of
the older fast |1 pilots 0 Southeass Asia and was actually
approaching his petivement point whea he soloatered for
Comel diy

F-80 147027 WEF-24, USN, USS Bon Aosrmee Richard
Luiie) Dean Smith (KA}

Thi B Hermene Richars arrived fack on Yankes Statlon an 26
Fiebruary for its third twar of duty off Sontheast Asia. The criise
started hadhy as.on the next doy 2fter taking up position soe of its
UH-28 Seasprite SAR belicopiers crashed into the sea when it
wits lakineg off from the carrier’s deck and kour creamen died.
Theship's firt s on a combat mission took place diring a
enastal reconnalssance mission on 15 March. Two Crusaders
wire fhving just off the coast south of Theuth Hes an 1,500 fea
when They Bew oier sevdral fishing boats. The wingman, Lt
Smith, searted tm term &nd descend so the leader warned him w
watbch his altitade but the Crosader contimeed to disoend anil i
it thee: watter near the mland of Hon Me. Ne fak was waes a dhe
timne &nd it was surmdsed that the pibot may hive been Gxated oo
the fishing bosls a8 potintial 1argets and did not realise he was
by altitude despite his leader’s warning.

A4l 151188 WMA-Z23, MAG- 11, USMC O Lai
Capt Stanley P Krugger (survived)

VEAA- 223 arrived back ol Chia Lalon | Marchafier a well-earmed
theee-maonth break at |wakuni Doring a night-tine armed
recuinaksance mision just north of the [ME 2 sectie of Sky-

Frawlkes spodted and artacked an amomaiic wespons slke, A 3,000
Fewt i the e, Capt Krueper's aireraft was hit in the sturbaard
wing, biat, withough the aircraft casght fire, he was able o reach
tive e v fhv-somth before bve waes forced to efectabout 15 miles
off theooast: He was picked up salely by a 1SAF helicopner.



