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(C/GP4) while on routine precautionary orbit over the Gulf of Tonkin
(position 1800N/1071CE) on 12 Feb 67, Crown Bravo (USAF HU-16) received
notification by radio that the crewmembers of Flare 105 (U3N KA5C) had

bailed out at 2012N/10624E at 05432 hours. Crown Bravo imsediately

contacted Astronaut (USN SAR Destroyer) ard offered assist.nce if

needed, At O549Z hours Astronaut requested that Crown Braro proceed to

the SAi area. As Crown Bravo moved north, two Navy helico)ters, Loosefoot

68 and Astronaut Angel, were dispatched to the scene., Subiequent information
from Showtime 603 (USN E-2A) confirmed that the two crewmerbers had ejected
from Flare 105, The first survivor was sighted one half mle from the coast
at 0558Z hours, the second survivor was sighted at 0612Z hours, Showtime

603 further reported that an enemy junk was approaching tho two survivors,
At that time one of the aircraft of a Battle Cry Flight (UiN F-4B's) fired

a Sparrow Missle at the junk, which was then approximately one mile from :
the survivors., The missile missed the junk but the attemp', proved successful
in causing the enemy junk to reverse his course and stay c..ear of the area.
Crown Bravo arrived at the search area at 0634Z hours and :mediately set

‘up orbit above Loosefoot 68, which had already picked up ore survivor and

was, attempting to recover t.he other, At approximately 0650Z hours the.
eo-pilot., Lt Rapp, noticed gunfire directed at Crown Brawvo and hitting the
‘water each time Crown Bravo entered the northern portion o:" the orbit,
&xbsequent gunfire sightings were made by all other crewmerbers, The crew
.was unable to determine the exact origin of the fire, It :ppeared to be
"small caliber and was falling short of Crown Bravo, Despiie the gunfire
Crom Bravo continued to orbit in order to cover lLoosefoot 68 in case of -
tmu,hle and to draw the enemy gunfire away from the helicojter and survivon,.
The enemy then began directing gunfire at Loosefoot 68 as vell as at Crown
Bravo. . .Crown Bravo imediately apprised ‘the helicopter of this situation,
A.fter repeated unsuccessi‘ul attempts to board the survivor, Loosfoot 68
informed Crown Bravo that the survivor had a broken arm anc was unable to
‘free himself from. hfe chut.e and get into the sling. Looseioot 68 then
sett.led on the water in an ‘effort to recover the survivor, However, the -
‘rotor wash pushed the survivor under water, under the helicopter and he
surfaced again in front. Loosefoct 66 then developed an over heated :
transmission and was forced to depart with only one of the survivors. An |
Astronaut Angel, hovering approximately 2 nﬁ.‘l.e,s* from the scene was requested x4
to move in and attempt the recovery. , At this®time Crown Bravo assumed the.
role of On-Scene-Commender. as d:.rected by Harbor Master (U N Dest_royer) :
The Astronaut Angel a.rrived _over, the scene and deployed a .Civer to cut the é ot it
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surnvor from his chute and ‘shroud lines. The diver was urahble to free
the survivor on the first attempt., S0 an attempt was made to 1lift him

into the helicopte: ., chute and all., The RCC of Crown Bravs gsked Astronau
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~Angel if their diver was a rescue specialist or otherwise qualifi«d to perform X
the activities in which he was involved, No reply was received fiom Astronaut
Angel, The helicopter then informed Crown Bravo that they were e: periencing
mechanical difficulties with their hoist and would be unable to rvscue the sur-
vivor, During this period, gunfire from the shore increased in {ntensity and
appeared to be of a larger caliber. Bonecrusher (USN SAR Destroynr) Which had
moved to within 10 miles of the shore, then asked Crown Bravo for their recommen-
dations, The Rescue Crew Commander, Colonel Alan R, Vette, recom rended that
Crown Bravo make an immediate landing and recover the distressed ilot. This
decision was based on (1) the injuries of the survivor, (2) the dunger of his
becoming more entagled in his chute and the possibility of being Aragged unde.r
the water, (3) the increased intensity of enemy gunfire and (4) t1® length of
time required to get another helicopter on the scene, Crown Brav’ then informed
all agencies and rescue forces that they would land and rescue th3 survivor e

At that time Crown Bravo called in RESCAP, Arab 501 and 506 (USN \-1H's), and
requested that they surpress the enemy gunfire along the beach, Juring prepara=
tions for landing, Crown Eravo observed red muzzle flashes {rom a position app=
roximately 1 mile north of their position, RESCAP was directed t> that point,
where they sighted amd destroyed one enemy gun position, Crown Eravo proceeded
with larding preparations, jettisoned the drop tanks and touched-down at 0712Z
hours; 38 minutes after reaching the scene and 1 hour and 29 minutes after the
survivor had ejected into the water, The pararescue specialist, AZC Charles
Hanson, was deployed immediately, and he cut the survivor from Iis parachute,
Captain Hall, Samual L., the navigator, and AlC George Walker, tte flignt engineer,
then pulled the survivor to the aircraft with a rope and hauled yim aboard.

The pararescue specialist boarded, all hatches were immediately ¢ecured and

Crown Bravo was airborne at 0714Z hours, 2 minutes after landing. The survivor.
appeared to be in good condition despite his broken arm and despite the fact that
he had been in the cold water for such a long period. Weather i1, the rescud

area was approximately 800 footovercast with 3 miles visibilitye Crown Bravo

then proceeded to Da Nang, arriving at 0910Z, hours, where the s ryivorp was placed
aboard an USAF HH-43F helicopter and flown to a nearby USMG medial F2 B AL
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A Vohk: Captaln Hoberl -0 Fowel .
Co Pilot: w’or Powell u, i1oore
S3-¢ Jehn P, Rogerson
ALC Deoric W, Sliger
& 10 Febrwexry 1967, et 1240 lLowrs local, I eje:te” frow o F-logy olr-
cisft; eall sim, Duuty 7, dve tc Lluh: conirol f&_l re ond £irc causged
7y enery automatic rreapons fire, 1 tle Tiger lound .rea, The wn Loy I
pew eited inte wae heavily infested witl ‘mi'r:end‘i‘"; compeque Ly, &t
e v ally on the move evading them, Strike airera’t cont’iie” Y po nded
liic swrrounding terrain, per ittin; ~e to 1ove to & : £11 eiia fevoil of
overi:ead _rowth canopy. Sendy airer:. 't pinpointed m; position u i Jolley

treen - 56 flew into extrenely intense, aad accourate, anitomeivic weapens aad

maall erms fixre to a posit;on over ne, Wren tae birl storned, 17 eceived a
cc: . vimous ‘mi_ of 2 £ire; -orcing the crew to w.i iCriv, J gwer e eover

of explodin; un:.tions, I ves able to proceed nortx., 2P and gren Lse Bildr i€
vhere [ sl vrm]ed (idrror) "y posiiion to a Sandy airreft., Shertly @ rvecl ter,
Jolley Green 36 apieared overhead through a rein of intense :-.d accor o .
srownd fire, Once again, as ihe macine stopred cver ‘e, it was (it acdly and

Zforced to retire,

I had given up being rescued by air, and forrmlited 'y plen to c-un.inue
evading, and velli-out., Sandy 05 tien directed strikis into tie ortir vailey.
I wes 2ble to move rapidly .,o”a.rd the strike area. m comyletlon of Lhe atrike,
and at the base of the ridge, lned area that was cle.r of
over..ead canopy and settlcd i= gz my si:nal nirror on t.e Sandy

bird, I indicated my position, cht staaffed the ridge from uy
position south, up the ridge. , Jolley Green - 37 ajpearec ~ver
oy ciearing, overahot, returne Todccecsrally plcked me up., The pickup

as in the Tirst two attempts, was made under intense and accurete small erms
fire,

TLe hravery, self-sacrifice profeaaione.l aimLaLlp, and deter .nation
evidenced leaves mo a most humble and grateful airmn.

Recormend that the sbove cited crews be awarded the highest possible
decoration befitting their extramordinary bravery anc. fearless conduct i Tuce
of the erey sutained intense and accurate fire, % save a fellow airvan,

Tie actions taken by the above crews to affect my pickup was in tie
linest tradition of ‘the Air Force.

.
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THEY MEAN LIFE TO FALLEN

- No Pilot Bad' Mo
~ Jolly Green Giants

By JOHN T. WHEELER

DA NANG, South Vietnam — e
() —As the sleek lighter rolled - - -
In for another strafing pass, its
doom already was a fact. The
neat row of machine-gun bullet
holes marked the points where
steel-jacketed slugs had punched
through lo the vital innards of
the American jel.

-One red light winked on, an
uncompromising announcement
of the plane's death throes. Be-
law the light on the F-100's in-
strument panel was the small
sign: "Flight Control Fail,”

COL. FRANK C. Buzze [elt
the stick between his feet [reeze.

Buzze, of Solvay, N.Y., pushed
the radio transmit button on his
stick and called back, '"Roger,
Dusty 71 punching out.”

He armed and then fired his
ejection seat. Then he was tum-
bling through space above a
Communist  strongpoint along
North Vietnam's supply line into
the south.

The peaceful-looking jungle
below was crawling with enemy
troops. Their natural hostility
for American airmen bad not
been diminished by the bombing
and strafing atlacks just carvied
out by Buzze's flight of Super-
Sabers.

At this point in any other
war, Col. Buzze would have been
almost certain of being captured
or killed, He certainly could not

ERcdnapas M
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‘JOLLY GIANT® HOISTS PHLOT FROM JUNLE

Another  hellcap . 3
was o Hie way jogeliner s
more lighter bombers racing
ahead of il. They tvied to keep =
box of fire around Buzze lo
screen him from the enemy¥
troops.

But some of the troops weTe
inside the box with Buzze. As
ohe crashed through the jungle
close to the airman, the pilot
dived under some fallen bamboo
to hide. The soldier came
within a few [feet of him and
called out in broken English:
“American pilot, me Communist |
soldier.” The searcher missed
Buzze and moved on down the
hall.

S“RESCUE FROM
seemed impossible,”

v i 3

il Ll

ths

v hewn

the air
Buzie 1e-

membered thinking. "It ap-]
peared senseless lo expose an,\'r
further rescue crews lo the ter- |
rible gunfire.

Jolly Green 36 look it fog sev-
eral minutes while

the crew

tried to get a rescue line ta
Buzze, But thev had to abandon
the try and turned back toward
| Da Nang, Capt. Angelo Pullars,
of Lubbock, Tex,, the pilot, was
dead and Capt. Jerrold D. Ward,
the copilot, was wounded. Jalls
Green 56 had done its best and
maore, %

For Buzze and his would-oe
captors, the violent drama WE‘HE
from a mearly unbearable peai.
to still higher levels as the min:
utes wrned into hours. :

But for the pilots, isolated n
their cockpits, there was almaost
a ho-hum tone in their radic
gonversations.

The forward air controiier
(FAC) in a monotone: “Ha
should be just about under s
now. Paste that ridge line aga:n.

please."

A SKYRAIDER pllot: "'Okay.
we're atlacking the gun positions

have expected the scores of war-
planes which saturated the coun-
tryside around him to hold off
the enemy troops. !

And although there were heli-'
eopler rescues during the Ko-
Tean war, there has never been:
anything like the Jolly Green!
Giants, ‘

THE JOLLY Greens, as they
are called with near reverence
by U.S. combat pilots, have res-
cued more than 500 downed
crewmen in North Vietnam,
Laos and South Vietnam. The
cost to the members of the 37th
Aerospace Rescue and Recovery

! dividualigtic lot and will argue

Copter Teams Have Rescued 300 Jet Crewmen. —AP,

Minutes later the S8kyraiders
arrived and Buzze flashed a mir-
about almost  anything,” one for signal through an opening
squadron commanger siid. «pytin the jungle canopy. A Sky-
the sure way to start a fight is ¥2dier pilot spotted . tie flash
for someone to bad mouth the3nd wiggled his wing ' to let
Jolly Greens. No one does. Buzze know he had bee; seen.

Col. Buzze wasn'L thinking of  The Skyraiders bega rolling
rescue as his parachute opened, In One by one to “'safi ize'' the
even though alert aircraft were 87®2. That meant dropying nap-
already flashing news of his fate. A1m m%u::eh?:n" m ’mb':“g;

As he neared the ground, bul-
lets began whizzing by his head tNE area with 20 mm s ells.
as the Communist soldiers The attack was in th nick of
opened fire. Buzze dropped into time. Buzze heard the s:arching
& bamboo thicket. enemy troops closing it on him

T T
“Jet pilots are a pretty in-

squadron has been about 40
killed,. wounded or missing. '
About 10 choppers have been

i

- down."”

One of the first things he o™ all directions.

heard were “many voices shoul- MINUTES LATER th» unmis-
ing what appeared to be com- takeable noise of ! elicopter
mands. Then the firing died blades announced the rrival of
Jolly Green 56. The ca noflaged
helicopter spoited a »jen gun
flare fired by Buzze anc stopped
right over the downed colonel.
The Communist troop: opened
up with everything the; had.
R e A

ARMED ONLY with a pistol
and hunting kmife, Buzze began
moving away Irom the volces
heping to find an area where
s e Jolly Greens could pick him

now."
Hescue
Roger."
“I've got the pHot in sight.”
This from Jolly Green 17, the
third rescue helicopter.
““Uh, Roger, can you get him."":

*1 wouldn't be surprised. I
‘lhink it's pretty safe. The area’s
bombed out.”

|

Jolly Green 37 was com-;
manded by Capt. Robert L.j
Powell of Framington, Mass. e
and his copilot, Maj. Pawell
Moore of Wheaton, Md., scanned
the area helow for enemy loops
'while the mechanic, 5-Sgi. J=hn
'P. Rogerson of Williamslon,
N.C., and the pararescueman.
Airman 1< David W. Shingzer
of Trenton, Fia., got ready f[or
the rescue attempt.

e ——————

Yy

commander,

[ W



COMMAND: “Want to give it
a try?"”

“I'm trying right now."” A

few minutes and Jolly Green 37
added, "I think we've gol a good |
| chance if you work over the area
i real well.”
“Hit west of the chopper and
 north of the smoke. Jolly
‘Green's getting fire.,” The ten-
sion was building in everyone's
voice now.

““Hits, hits, hits. I'm hit, I'm
hit.'” This from Jolly Green 37
who was being raked by auto-
matic weapons fire as he low-
iered the rescue seat into the
jtngle for Buzze, Despite the
[1re he stayed put over the coln-
nel.

“Come on, baby,” someone
radioed in encouragement.

“PUT SOME fire on the north|

side of the chopper. I saw some
ile flashes there.”

"“Uh, Roger.”

Then the triumphant shom
“We got the boy.”

The airwaves were jammed
1mm¢dutely with “yippees,’

“yahoos,” and cries of. "good?
work."

“This is control. Thanks a ]nt
and your buddies too. Without it
we never would have gotlen
him."” ‘This to the leader of a
fighter bomber flight.

Buzse was offered the big shot
of whisky reserved for all res-
cued airmen. It was 4 hours and
20 minules since all those red
ights had flashed on in Buzze's
cockpit. :
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‘tain ‘capture ar de
| when ! he par

In ’Copter “

In any other war, Col. Frank
C." Buzze, of Sahay, No¥.,
would have faced aimost cfé :

of B
Hghter wer' North

"Viemam, ‘he' khew - that help

; reacﬁ i in

would ‘be on the way. The only

question was whether it would
Yme, 0

Am:wash there were helicop- p

ttr Tescues doring the Korsan

War, there had never been any-

thing like the Jolly Green Gi-
antx. The Jolly Greens, as they
are called with near reverence

by United Statss combat pi-
Jots, have tescued more than
500 dnvmed crewmen in Narth

Vielnamy, Laos, and South Viet-
nam:. The cost o the members

- 8f the 37th Aerospace Rescue
and Recovery . Squadron  has

‘been about 40 kilied, ‘wounded,

BT missinz .Mlout 10 ehappers

}IBVE begn :t, 20 of
‘Col. Buzze wasn't thinking
only of rescue as his parachute
opened, even though alert air.
craft were already flashing

g news of his fate, and at Da

Nang, a helicopter and a flight
of Bkyraiders were already be- ~

£ mg launched.

‘Buzze was worried about get-
ting on the ground alive., The
‘shock of the chute opening
ripped two panels out of the
orange nylon canapy when
blossamed over his g.!ld As hc

the ground, bullets be-
hizzing by his head as
communist socldiers opened fire.

gt a rescue line to Buzze. B
uuntﬂ_‘ SN

N ore pa.neis rwped nw a

Mmutes Jater ihe 5
a rived, and Buzze #
w irror mgndl through an
ir g in the jungle. The §i
¢ 8 spotted it and began ;

a ea, That meant dropping
p lm and anti-personnel bo:
a eund Buzze and shootmc
e ares. They came §
nck of time. Buzze K
mamhmg eneniy  troops
fr g in from al direeums
Minutes later, the unmists
a e noise of heliconter biad
& mounced the arrcival of
Graen 56. The camoul
v licopter spotted a fare.
o~ Buvze ‘and smpped
o er the downed Hier
Jolly  Gireen w:thsttwd
e ing enemy fAre for seve
n inutes while the crew iried

)

tley had to abandon the i
aud tu.ru back toward Da H%
Capt, Angelo Pullata, of Luhe
) he pilot, was dead.
a1d Capt. Jerrold D. Ward, the [/
¢ »pilot, was wo'a:nded Jol.ly
Creen 56 had done its best. | |
“Rescue Seat Used f@‘]
So, while the Skyuuders cand
\.nugg to dg hheu- best '}o pro-
1 ¢t Buzze, Jo ;\!Qrema gwde
ils way to the scene, Jaliyl
€ reen 37 was.- commanded by
Capt, Robert L. Powell, of
Framingham, Mass, He and
h s co-pilot, Maj. Powell Moors,
o Wheaton, Md., were accom-
p wnied by S5/Sgt. "John P. Rng-
e'son, of Wiliamston, N, -C;°
a :d Alrman I/c David W. SImg«- ‘
of Trenton, La,

wnne the chopper tock l‘

8 Team o!t:its from l%ulom:txe

% eapons, the crew lowere

r:scue seat into the jungle tt;‘r‘
¥ uzze. He made i} into the seat

" 5 1d was lifted the 'copter.
| 'Buzze recalled later that as
4, rescue seat was being
v inched up to the chapper, 1{51
1as “happy and relieved.” ™1
“But, most of all, I was hum-'
ie over the ul!nctiﬁcg_, W

1
[[_ Courage,
L€ e
{
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Pilot: Captain Rebertl -4 Powell
Co Pilot: ia or Powell -, loce

o)
S3-4 Jdehn P, Rogersim
ALC Jevrid W, Slipger
Or 16 Febrmwery 1967, et 1240 lLours local, I ejecte’ froa o =l . clir-
ceft, call gign, Dusty 71, dve to flight contro. failure cnd f'rc cause
3y enery automatic veapons fire, i+ tie Tiger Hound drea, The o liy L
newv ermted inte waz heavily infested witi unfriendlies; comseque L1, - 'S
ecyiinually o the -wove evading them, Strike ai:eraft cont nuae” L po nded
the surrounding terrain, per ittin; ~e to 7ove t» 2 s 21 er-a fevo
overiead _rowith canopy. oSaundy aircr. 't pinpointid my posiiion o 4 3
Green - 56 flew ato extrenely intense, aaxd acon-aile, sutomaiic veapons asd

~

]l srms fire to a position over ne. Wnen tne bird stonied, 14 ~ccelved a
cc wimous hail of ;n fire, foreing the crew to witidraw, Jocer ¢ Cover

(})

of exnlodi; mnitions, I was able to proceed no:th, mp and o ¢ '€
vhere I siznaled (idrror) -~y posillon to a Sandy airercft. Shertly Joieclter
Jo".ley Green 36 appeured overhead through a rein of intense :-d uee™ o
round fire. Onece again, as the machine stopped cver e, 1 3 A
ferced to retire.

I had given up Deing resened by air, and fommlated ¥ plan to c-miinue
evaéing, and velk-out., Saudy 25 tien directed strikes into tle north vailey.
I wee 2ble to move rapidly tovard the strike arei. Un comrletlon of e sirize,
at " Iri:d erea that was cle:r of

and at the base of the ridge,
overliead canopy and setilcd in g m7 signel ~drror on t.e Sandy

gh", straffed the ridge from iy
position south, up the ridge. , +olley Green - 37 appearec ~ver
ry clearing, overshot, returne 1; picked me up. The pickup

ag in the ‘irst two atterpts, was mede under in .ense and accurate small erms
fire, '

bird, I indicated my position.,

Tie hravery, self-sacrifice professional a rmanship, and deter ‘nation
evidenced leaves me a most humble and grateful virman.

Recomiend thet the shove cited crews be ewirded the highest possible
decorntion befitting their extraordinary braverr and fearless conduct i Tuce
of ¢ erey su-tained-intense and accurate fir:, to save a fellow airran.

Tre actions taken by the above crews to af 'ect my plckup was in tle
“inest tradition of ‘the Air Force,

Z % 0




STA _T

I, Prank C, Buzze, Colonel, J3iF, FR34392, Deputy Comiander for Uperaticr
31st Tactical Figuter Wing, Tuy Hoa Air Bese, RVE, do lereby rake the

fol owing vel-antary statencnt,

The pursose of tils state ent ir to point out the extraordinary pro-
fessicoal eirmensgii p, brevery, deterirution and gelf-sacrifice demongirit
Wy the following Jdol'ey (recn Crews of the 37%h AlS, Dz ‘ang sir Jase,

Joliev Green - 56

wlidp-a
Pilots Captain 4. %a;a:n (KI4)
Co FPilot: OCaiiain Jerrold D, Wa:d (JLL)
410 Wilida: T, Lowe
AiC diliem J, Jlower

w*o

T1e Cra

o]
'
]

Filob: Captain Leland T. Keniwcdy
Co Pilot: Capta :n James A, Calyer
S9gt Raymond Godsey

SR



Filot: Captain Rebert - Pouc
o) e = . 1 = -

Co Pilot: ia or Fowell -, ioore
So-t Jehn P, Rogerson
ALC D@ W, Siiger

o 16 Yebrnoyy 1967, et 1240 lowrs locsl, I ejectc” froa o - P
fl; ca.l gign, Duaty 71, dve te flizht eonirol fallure cad £ vc caus
y enziy culomatic 'eapons fire, I° tle Tiger found area, Tie - ¥ 1

chutec intc was heavily 1:1;0::-30: witi: unfriendlies; corsequrs "
wlly ot the move evading tlem, Stydke aireralt coni o Y po nde
e swrronnding terrain; per ittin; e to ome to ¢ £ 271 21 g dovn’S
overlead rowti canopy. oandy airer. 't pinpointed m positic: = 1 Jo le
ireen - 56 flew l1to extrenely intense, axd ascenrate, sniowiic venpono o
aaell) eras :'ire to a position over 1e, When tae bird ston.ed, !7 ~ccelved a

*

cc wimous Lall of »m Tire, forcing the crew to w.tic

de #{ oy 4 I

of explodi-, nnitions, I was eble %o proceed north, ‘p and oo o €,
wiere I simaled ( n'.or; ¥ posiilon to a Sandy aircrift, Shertl: et
‘o"1ley Green 36 appjenred overhead ihrough a rein of intense 3 meor

~ound lire. Once aguin, as ile macirne stopped over e, il was . iy ong

‘vrred to retire.

L}

1ad given up Deing reseued by air, and forinU: ted 'y plar io c niinue
evabiag, and wullt-out, Sandy 05 then directed strilics into tie ort vallsy,

I ves ‘31 to move rapidly tovard t. e plirlle area., (n com letlon of e strile,
md ot the base of the ridpge, ned exez that was cle r of

w 8i, nel .11"“0 or t.o Zandy

over..ead canopy and setilcd 1..

ght str “fed the ridge from wy
position south, up the ridge. , voller Green - 37 a. ;\earc‘ aver
ry cl.earing, overshot, returne ly picced me up. The piclup

az in the “irst two attenpts, was mede under ‘ntense and accurate sme’l erms

bird, I indicated my position.

fire,

-

N bravery, self-sacrifice professional airmanship, and deter nation
evidenred leaves me a most humble and grateful airmai.

Decommend that the sbove cited crews be awarded the highest possible
decoration belitting their extraordinary bravery and fearless conduct i. Tuce
of ©w¢ erey su-iained-intense and accurate fire, to save a fellow airvan,

e actions tal ‘en by the above crewc to affect ny plckup was in tle
traéition of the &ir Force,

.,,,&Zc/ e

ol -11 (]
T K C. DUZZE
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COMMAND: “Want to give it
a try?”

“I'm ftrying right now.” A
few minutes and Jolly Green 37
added, "'1 think we've got a good
| chance if you work over the area
| real well.” |
| “Hit west of the chopper and
\north aof the smoke. Jolly
| Green's getting fire."” The ten-
sion was building in everyone's
voice now.

“Hits, hits, hits. I'm hit, I'm
hit.”” This from Jolly Green 37
who was being raked by auto-
| matic weapons fire as he low-
lered the rescue seat into the
| jungle for Buzze, Despite the
' fire he stayed put over the colo-
| nel.

“Come on, baby,” someone
radioed in encouragement.

«“pUT SOME fire on the north

side of the chopper, 1 saw some
rifle flashes there.”

““Uh, Roger."” "

Then the triumphant shout
“We got the boy.”

The airwaves were jammed

immediately with “yippees,’
“yahoos,’! and cries of ‘good

“This is conirol. Thanks a lot
and your buddies too. Without it
we never would have gotten
him." This to the leader of a
fighter bomber flight.

Buzze was offered the bhig shot
of whisky reserved for all res-
cued airmen. It was 4 hours and
70 minutes since all those red
lights had flashed on in Buzze's
~cockpit.




THEY MEAN LIFE TO FALLEN

Another helicopler already
was on the way logether with

No Pilot Bad Mouths -
Jolly Green Giants

By JOHN T. WHEELER

DA NANG, South Vietham —
(P —As the sleek fighter rolled
in for another strafing pass, its
doom already was a [act. The
neat row of machine-gun bullet
holes marked the points where
steel-jacketed slugs had punched
through to the vital innards of
the American jel.

-One red light winked on, an
uncompromising announcement
of the plane's death throes. Be-
low the light on the F-100's in-
strument panel was the small
gizn: "Flight Control Fail.”

€OL, FRANK (. Buzze felt
the stick between his feel freeze.

Buzze, of Solvay, N.Y., pushed
| the radio transmit button on his
stick and called back, “Roger,
Dusty 71 punching out."”

He armed and then fired his
ejection seat. Then he was tum-
bling through space above a
Communist strongpoint along
North Vietnam’s supply line into
the south.

The peaceful-looking jungle
below was crawling with enemy
troops. Their natural hostility
for American airmen had not
been diminished by the bombing
and strafing atlacks just carmied
out by Buzze's {light of Super-
Sahers.

At this point im any oather
war, Cnl. Buzze would have been
almost certain of being captured
or killed, He certainly could not
have expected the scores of war-
planes which saturated the coun-
tryside around him to hold off
the enemy troops.

And although there were heli-
eopter rescues during the Ko-
rean war, there has never been
anything like the Jolly Green
Giants,

THE JOLLY Greens, as they
are called with near reverence
by U.S. combat pilots, have res-
cued more than 500 downed
crewmen in North Vietnam,
Laos and South Vietham. The
cost te the members of the 37th
Aerospace Rescue and Recovery
squadron has been about 40
killed, | wounded or missing.
About 10 choppers have been

Deartor more fighter bombers racing

ahead of it. They tried to keep a

box of fire around Buzze to
screen him from the enemy
troops.

But some of the troops were
inside. the box with Buzze. As
ohe crashed through the junzle
close to the airman, the pilot
dived under some fallen bamboo
to hide. The soldier came
within a few feet of him and
called out in broken English:
“American pilot, me Communist
soldier.” The searcher missed
Buzze and moved on down the
hill.

“RESCUE FROM
seemed impossible,” Buzze re-
membered thinking. "It ap-
peared senseless to expose any
further rescue crews to the ter-
rible zunfire.

Jolly Green 56 took it for sev-
eral minutes while the crew|

oy

the air

tried to zet a rescue line to
Buzze. But they had to abandon
the try and turned back toward
li')a Nang. Capl. Angelo Pullara,
of Lubbock, Tex,, the pilof, was
dead and Capl. Jerrold 1. Ward,
the copilot, was wounded. Jolly'
Green 56 had done its best and
more.

For Buzze and his would-be
captors, the violent drama went
from a nearly unbearable DE_HIC
to still higher levels as the min-
utes turned into hours.

But for the pilots, isolated in
their cockpits, there was almo§t
a ho-hum tone in their radio
conversations.

The forward air controller
(FAC) in a monotone: “He
should be just about under us
now, Paste that ridge line agam,
please.”

A SKYRAIDER pilot: "Qlfay,
we're attacking the gun positions
now."

*JOLLY GIANT® HOISTS PILOT FROM JUNGLE
gi_pter Teams Have Rescued 500 Jet Crewmen. —AP.

“Jet pilots are a pretty in- Minutes later the Siyraiders Rescue commander, Uh,
dividualistie lot and will argue arrived and Buzze flash d a mir- Roger.

about almost anything,”’ one for signfll through an opening
squadron commander said. “But i the jungle canopy. A Sky-
the sure way to start a fizht i Padier pilot spotied tie flash
for someone to bad mouth the3nd wiggled his wings fo let
Jolly Greens. No one does. Buzze know he had bee 1 seen.
Col. Buzze wasn't thinking of . The Skyraiders bega 1 rolling
rescue as his parachute opened, I one by one tn "'sani ize" the
even though alert aircraft were 2'a. That meant drop) ing nap-

“I've got the pilot im sight.”
This from Jolly Green 37, the
third rescue helicopler.

“Uh, Roger, can you get him."

“I wouldn't be surprised. T
think it's pretty safe. The area’s
bombed out.”

already flashing news of his fate, 8lm and antipersonne bombs Jolly Green 37 was com-
As he neared the ground, bul- around Buzze and shcoating up manded by Capt. Robert L.

Powell of Framington, Mass. He

. ’ o =1 b’ -
lets began whizzing by his head the area with 20 mm s ells. :
and his copilot, Maj. Powell

as the Communist soldiers Lhe aftack was in th: nick of :
opened fire. Buzze dropped into time. Buzze heard the :earching Moore of Wheaton, Md,, SCANEE
& barnhon Wiickel. enemy troops closing i on him the area below for enemy troops
One of the firsl things he from all directions. while the mechanic, b-l-“;‘;‘- John
25 4 N P. Rogerson of Williamslon,
heald_ were “many voices shout-  MINUTES LATER the unmis- | :\T,C‘,,x and the paravescueman,
ing :hat_{gppea:ied lo be com- takeable noise of Ielicopter| pirman 1-C David W. Slinger
2;6:?“ . en the firing died t]nlades a‘nnou_nced the :rvival of | of Tpanton, Fla., got ready for
‘ Jolly Green 56, The ca noflaged | the rescue attempt.
ARMED ONLY with a pistol

helicopter spotted a Jen gun
and hunting knife, Buzze began

flare fired by Buzze an | stopped

moving away from the voices I'i‘llght over !.hg downec colonel.
hoping to tind an area where ¢ Communist troop }ngned
' had.

the Jolly Greens could pick him up with everything the
[es e = i
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A GlANT A Jolly Green Giant rescue helicopter “hovers
I —

Jungle somewhere g,_Sum.h—V to
air fnm—-‘—*’—
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In ’Copi er: CreWé

In any other war, Col. F rank
C. Buzze, of Solvay, N. X
would have faced almost cer-
tain capture or death. But
when he parachuted out of his
shot-up jet fighter over Nurth
Vietnam, he knew that lelp
would be on the way. The cnly ¢
question was whether it would
reach him in time.

Although there were helicp-
ter rescues during the Korean
War, there had never been a1 y-
thing like the Jolly Green (ii-
ants. The Jolly Greens, as th:y
are called with near reveren :e
by United States combat ji-
lots, have rescued more thin
500 downed crewmen in North
Vietnam, Laos, and South Vie -
nam. The cost to the members
of the 37th Aerospace Rescu:
and Recovery Squadron ha:
been about 40 killed, wounded
or missing. About 10 chopper:
have been lost wEar20 ¢ F

-
'banzerous escen - ,_\

Col. Buzze wasn't thmking
only of rescue as his parachute
opened, even though alert air-
craft were already flashing
news of his fate, and at Da
Nang, a helicopter and a flight
of Skyraiders were already be-
ing launched.

Buzze was worried about get-
ting on the ground alive. The
shock of the chute opening
ripped two panels out of the
orange nylon canopy when it
blessomed over his head. As he
neared the ground, bullets be-
gan Whizzing by his head as
communist soldiers opened fire.

More panels ripped awayr
Buzze dropped heavﬂy
bamboo thicket. ey

Minutes later the Skyraid
arrived, and Buzze flashed
mirror signal through an
ing in the jungle. The Sk

area. That meant dropping
palm and anti-personnel bomk
around Buzze and shoofing 3
the area. They came in %he
nick of time. Buzze heard
searching enemy troops
ing in from all directions. §
Minutes later, the unmistak-
able noise of helicopter blades
announced the arrival of Joll
Green 56. The camouflag
helicopter spotted a flare fired
by Buzze and stopped right
over the downed flier.
Jolly .Green withstood with=
ering enemy fire for several
minutes while the crew tried tg.
get a rescue line to Buzze. Buj
\they had to abandon the t
and turn back toward Da Nang,

Capt. Angelo Pullara, of Lub-
bock, Tex., the _ﬁbt——\—:@s dead

and Capt. JerroldD Ward, the]
co-pilot, was wounded. Jolly
Green 56 had done its best.

Rescue Seat Used

So, while the Skyra:ders con-
sinued to do their best to pro-
‘ect Buzze, Jolly Green 37 made
ts way ttrﬂ-nxe‘g scene. Jolly
tireen 37 was- commanded by
(‘apt. Robert L. Powell, of
1'ramingham, Mass. He and
kis co-pilot, Maj. Powell Moore,
o' Wheaton, Md., were accom-
p wnied by S/Sgt. John P. Rog-
e.son, of Williamston, N. -C.1
a1 d Airman 1/c David W. Sling-
e1, of Trenton, La. '

While the chopper took al
st eam of hits from automatic|
wt apons, the crew lowered a
re cue seat into the jungle for'
Buzze. He made it into the seat
ani| was lifted info the 'copter.

I uzze recalled later that as
the rescue seat was being
winched up to the chopper, tis{
wa: ‘“happy and relieved.”

“ 3ut, most of all, I was hum-
bie over the self-sacnﬁce raw
cow age, and determma on
der onstrated by a{l"those w
fought to rescue rqe, he said.
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William H. Pitsenbarger was the first airman to be awarded the Air Force Crss posthumously. The Air Force
Sergeants Association presents an annual award for valor in his honor.

The Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Service is legendary for heroism in pe: ce and war. No one better
exemplifies its motto, "That Others May Live," than Bill Pitsenbarger. He de scended voluntarily into the hell of
a jungle firefight with valor as his only shield--and valor was his epitaph.

First appeared in October 1983 issue.

Tail No.: 62-4511 Model: HH-43 Date of Loss: 28 Oct 66 Unit: 38"™ ARRS, Pleiku
Country of Loss: SVN Call Sign: Pedro 42

Co-Pilot: George H. (Spike) Bonnell (12E-62)
Position Unk: Francis D. Rice (11E-124)

Notes: Aircraft crashed while attempting to take off from base on a medical :vacuation mission.

Tail No: 65-12779  Model: HH-3E Date of Loss: 6 Feb 67 Unit: 38th ARRS
Country of Loss: NVN Call Sign: Jolly Green 05

Pilot: Patrick H. Wood (15E-1)
Co-Pilot: Richard A. Kibbey (14E-129)
Flight Engineer: Donald J. Hall (14E-129)

Notes: Helicopter was hit by ground fire while flying SAR for NAIL 65; cra: h site located atop 900 meter
karst.

Additional Notes: Shot down 6 Feb 67 on his first mission flying an HH3E Jlly Green Giant rescue chopper.
They just picked up a downed pilot and were leaving the area when they wer 2 hit with AA. The pararescueman,
Duane Hackney was rescued shortly after winning the AF Cross for his efforts and eventually became a Chief
Master Sergeant in the Security Police. He retired from a squadron which I ¢ > mmanded. Three others and my
dad where MIA from that flight. Lucius Heiskell, Donald Hall, and the other pilot were listed as missing in
action and still are (I can't remember the pilots name, I'll send it later). He le t behind my mom, me 45, brothers
David 37 and John 32 and sister 44. Mom died eleven years later of a broker heart. She never remarried and
only found contentment the last year of her life when the AF had a final dete ‘mination board to settle life
insurance and give finality that she really needed. She didn't want to let go, t ut had given up all hope. We miss
them both and remember them with fondness and much love. They were per ect parents like June and Ward
Clever. Thanks Lt. Col. Richard A. Kibbey Jr., USAF Tuesday, January 26, 999

Tail No.: Model: HH-3E Date of Loss: 16Feb 67 Unit: 37" ARRS, Quang Tri
Country of Loss: Laos Call Sign: Jolly Green 56

Pilot: Angelo Pullara (15E-50)

Notes: Low Jolly Green was Jolly Green 56. High Jolly was Jolly Green 07. Attempted rescue of F-100 pilot
Dusty 71. Dusty 82 was orbiting overhead 'till JG arrived. Location given as 045/19 off channel 72. Also given
as XC8752 and later as coordinates 1555-10645.

Jim Henthorn Page 3 07/11/2000
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Covey 54 (FAC) was overhead. Jolly Greens were out of Quang Tri. Info giv en (first) that ground fire came
from left side, then right side. Last report from crew was "from 12 o'clock." ’ullara died almost instantly after
being hit. Co-pilot wounded in arm and somewhat confused as to where fire :ame from. Dusty 71 was on the
side of a hill and ground fire was coming from valley floor and also from rid ze line above pilot. Both Jolly
Greens departed for Saravane without picking up the pilot. Sandy 5, Hobo 3: and others sanitized the area.
Jolly Green 36 & 37 from NKP arrived. JG 36 (low bird) hit in aft end and r¢ ported a fuel cell hit also. More
sanitation including napalm when Sandy 7 & 8 arrived. JG 37 made successiul pickup of the pilot and RTB
NKP.

From Tom Garcia.

Tail No.: 65-07932 Model: UH-1F Date of Loss: 31Mar 67 Unit: 20™ Helicopter Sq.
Country of Loss: Laos Call Sign: Green Hornet

Pilot: Robert L. Baldwin (17E-77)

Notes: Unarmed aircraft were performing a number of outstanding missions. Maj. Baldwin was the
commander of “E” flight. Shot while in flight.

Tail No.: Model: GND Date of Loss: 7Nov 67 Uait; 39" ARRS,
Country of Loss: SVN Call Sign:

Non-Crew: Melvin O. Welborn (29E-46)

Notes:
Tail No: 66-13279  Model: HH-3E Date of Loss: 9 Nov 67 Unit: 37th ARRS, DaNang
Country of Loss: Laos Call Sign: Jolly Green 26

Co-Pilot: Ralph W. Brower (29E-56)
Flight Engineer: Eugene L. Clay (29E-57)
P.J.: Larry W. Maysey (29E-60)

Location of Loss: 161458N 1065258E (YC012973)

Notes: Aircraft was hit on takeoff by ground fire after MEDEVAC of USA personnel. Pilot awarded MOH for
this mission. Additional Information: On November 8, 1967, two Air Force ' Jolly Greens" (#26 and #29) from
the 37th Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Squadron were scrambled from D: Nang Air Base at 1505 hours for
an emergency extraction of five surviving members of a Special Forces recoiinaissance team which had
suffered heavy casualties while operating deep in a denied area in Laos. The recovery effort was to be recorded
by the Squadron as one of the largest and most hazardous on record.

The two Air Force helicopters were advised by forward air control to hold wile three Army UH1B gunships
softened the area with rockets and machine gun fire. An Air Force C130 gun hip, meanwhile, provided flare
support for the mission. At 1630Z, Jolly Green 29 picked up the three indige 1ous personnel before being driven
off by hostile fire. Damaged, Jolly Green 29 left and made an emergency lan ing at Khe Sanh. 20 minutes later,

Jim Henthorn Page 4 07/11/2000
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in northern Laos, very close to the North Vie! namese border, surrounded
by enemy troops. He kept his head, aided the Search and Rescue Task
Force, and although in an indisputably hazardcus position, was recovered
safely. In the other, the pilot went down "feet wet" in the Gulf of
Tonkin, under circumstances which should have led to an easy recovery.
Instead, he panicked, complicated the efforts of his would-be rescuers,
and in an unlikely sequence of events, managec to make the Killed in

Action lists,

Everything Right

On 27 February 1967, Captain James S. Waloridge led an F-105 flight
in a strike against a truck park and suspected truck convoy in northeastern
Laos. While preparing for a strafing bass against the convoy, Otter 1,
Captain Walbridge's aircraft, was hit by AAA fire and flamed out. With
his aircraft on fire, he headed in a westerly ifirection in an attempt to
reach a safe bailout area, and when repeated a:.tempts at airstarts failed,
he set himself up and ejected at 8,500 feet. "he following, in his words,
was extracted from his debrief. It shows the nany correct actions he
took; actions which immeasurably aided him and the SAR Task Force in his

1/
recovery.

.+ trimmed the nose high, airspeed at 220 knots,
placed my feet back, sat erect, pull¢d leg braces
up, gripped arm rests, and squeezed 1he trigger.
The chute deployed automatically aboit 60 feet
above the falling aireraft with mininal shock.
After putting my visor up, I checked the ecanopy
and all was 0.K. I then unfastened ny oxygen mask
to breathe easier, and noticed the airecraft impact

v S£ Py
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Robert1
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in a dense jungle area 1 and 1/2 miles 10 the east,
and while doing this, turnmed my beeper radio off.
I looked for a landing area, and slippec my chute
up a hill toward an open flat rock area on top of
the mountain. I made it about three quarters of
the way up the mowntain side, and as I avproached
the jungle canopy, I saw that T would land in the
trees. So I recomnected the oxygen mask, put the
helmet vigor down for protection, put my head in
my arms with palms of hands under my arm>»ts, and
erossed my legs.

Captain Walbridge came to rest against a tree trunk about 85 feet
above the ground. He straddled a large branch, and after contacting his
flight on his RT-10 survival radio to give them hi: position and physical

condition, secured himself to the tree. The SAR eifort was already under
2/
way, and Otter 2 descended to get a closer look at the situation.

..As Otter 2 came down, I could see him through a
small hole in the tree canopy, and as he zame past,
I heard about ten small arms shots. I called him on
the radio and said, "They are shooting at you, stay

igh!" I then took one large drink from 1y baby
Eot le supply which I carried in my G-sui'. I tied
the parachute shrouds and survival kit to the tree
with suspension lines, took a knife, pull:d up the
dinghy which was hanging down through the trees
in a noticeable position, and punctured i:. I then
stowed 1t in the crotch of the tree. I tulked on
the radio to Otter flight and told them I would be
of f the air for about ten minutes and the: return.
I then opened the survival pack, removed the items,
putting flares in my flight suit pocket, uith the
smoke type in my G-suit pocket. I stuffec all the
survival items that I could in places on ny person
to prepare for possible evasion in as light a
travelling condition as possible provided I heard
someone come up the hill. I took the parazhute
lines and tied the emergency radio, mirror, and
whistle to my survival vest, and removed t1e para-
chute beeper radio and strobe light. Sand; lead
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gave a call for Otter 1 and I answered that I
could read him 5 by 5. He asked where I was,

my condition, and if there were unfriendlies

in the area. I said, "I am fine, arproximate-
ly 25 feet under the chute canopy, t5 feet up a
tree, will stay here for pick-up, ard that I
had heard shooting in the valley." He satid,

"Do you have any smoke flares?" Anc I reported
I had six, three from kit and three I personally
carried. I then set up a listening watch and
busied myself tying other survival gear to my

ergon, such as watch, hatchet, and food. I
took the beeper radio and put it in a pocket
of my flight suit so that when rescued, I

would not leave any radios to the eremy that
they mght use to sucker others intc a false
rescue attempt. Approximately 30 minutes later,
"another flight of A-1Es called Fireflies relieved
the Sandies on rescap. They made ccntact with
me, established where I was, and the Sandies
left the area. Firefly lead told me to stay on
frequency as he was going to lay doun CBUs. He
cautioned me to fasten myself to the tree and
not to be concermed about the noise. Also, to
give him red smoke when he called for it so he
could pinpoint me for his bombing run. At his
command, I activated the red smoke, znd he di-
rected Firefly 2 and 3 to lay dowm their CBUs
down slope from me. In about ten minutes I
heard the Jolly Greens approach by mzans of
engine sounds. The Firefly directed the Jolly
Green to my parachute. I called the Jolly Green
and asked if he could see me and he mswered
that he could and asked if I was in jo0od shape.
I said, "Roger, I am in tree, 25 feet below
canopy that you can see, tied to a tree and
ready for pickup." The chopper hovered over

me, and I then put my flying helmet om and visor
down for protection on the way up. The para-
medic lowered the jungle penetrator, guiding

it to me by leaning out the door. 1 took it,
opened the zipper bag on top, wrappeil the nylon
strap around me and fastened the catzh, opened
the seat plate, wrapped my legs arouid the pene-
trator, sat on the plate, then took ny knife and
cut myself loose from the tree. At thig time, the
tree was swaying from the rotor downvash and it
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helped to be tied to the tree. I lookec' up,
gave the thumbs up sign to the paramedic, and
they pulled me up to the door of the chcpper.

Cabtain Walbridge commented that the ride back to Nakhon Phanom,
Thailand, was the best helicopter ride in the world. His ride back,
however, was to a great extent possible by his own actions in the air-
craft before ejecting, while descending in his parachute, and while in

the jungle; he had done everything right.

Everything Wrong

Not so fortunate was a young backseat Lieutenint who had every-
thing going for him, except himself. On 27 Decemb:r 1967, Carbine 1,
an F-4C from Da Nang, was hit by probably automati: weapons fire five
miles west of Quang Khe, 60 miles north of the Dem litarized Zone (DMZ)
in North Vietnam. The aircraft commander managed 1o nurse the crippled
aircraft about 20 miles out over the Gulf of Tonkir, giving both Air
Force and Navy SAR forces ample time to get the rescue operation under
way. The sea state was mild, and both pilots were in their rafts and
sighted when the helicopters arrived about 35 minutes after ejection.
The aircraft commander popped smoke, and was picked up by a Navy HU-2
without significant difficu]ty.g The backseater, 1owever, was busily
paving the way to his own early demise. With Jolly Green 04, an HH-3E
helicopter from the 37th ARRS at Da Nang, in a 30 t) 40 foot hover over
him, the Lieutenant refused to leave his raft, even though both sides
of his life preserver were inf1ated.&/ The downwash of the big heli-

copter simply blew him out from under the rescue aircraft. A Rescue

5
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projecting sump drain of the HH-3E when he fell frori the helicopter,
leaving him without flotation. However, it appearec that the primary
cause of the-accident lay in the fatal lapse of memcry, on the part

of the fighter gilot, about well-known and well-briefed hoist procedures

and techniques.

Neither of the foregoing is an extreme example of the adventures
undergone by downed aircrew members between 1964 and 1971, but both
serve to illuminate the many facets of escape, evasion, énd survival
during the period. Training, planning, familiarity vith Life Support
equipment, awareness of SAR methods, keeping a clear head and avoiding

injury or shock, all are reflected in the portrayed :xamples.

Captain Walbridge's every action, from the time he was first hit,
was calculated to give both him and his rescuers the highest chances
for successful recovery. He immediately headed his [-105 away from
the target area and toward a safer ejection point; he selected an
eject-decision altitude and stuck to it, ejecting after making certain
he was thoroughly set up for it and in position; he looked around for
the best landing area during his descent. and then steered his
parachute toward it; seeing he would land in trees, h2 followed perfect
tree-landing procedures to best protect himself from injury; he turned
his beeper off so that it would not drown out his voi:e transmissions.
After Captain Walbridge came to a stop in the tree, h: displayed
excellent judgment in lashing himself and his gear to the tree, and taking

a long drink of water to help him avoid shock. Then lie set about helping

7
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Copter Rescues Flier
CaughtinN. Viet Tree

Saigon, March 1 (Combined Services)—Ai Torce
Capt. James Waldridge, his F-105 Thunderchief jet blasted
from the air by Communist ground fire, dangled for an

hour and a }galf yesterday from a North Vietnamesa tree,
trapped in his parachute harness.

He was 100 miles behind thed
enemy lines in an area a8 rugged
as can be found in Vietnam. In
this region supply roads from
North Vietnam cross into nearby
Laotian jungles, which shelter
the Ho Chi Minh Trail, and then
course down into South Vietnam,
a zone in which a cloak-and-dag-
ger ‘“silent war” is widely
suspected,

4

{ other end of the cable

The Williamsport, Ia., flier
used his rescue radio to alert
rescuers, and four Air F rce AlE
Skyraiders swept in lov to pro-
vide cover during the gonizing
wait for & helicopter.

After 90 minutes, the lumher-
ing “Jolly Green Giant,' with a
rescue cable that can be¢ lowered
into the trees, arrived, At the
vas Air-

man 2d Cl. Franklin D, Stevson,
23, of Ossining, N. Y

It was the eighth pl kup for
Stevson, whose daring rescue
work won him . the Distiiguished
Flying Cross for a North Vietnam
pickup Dee 6. Stevson, v ho com-
bines rescue duties wilh song-
writing and singing, sing his
“Ballad of the Jolly Green
Giants” on Bob Hope's Cristmas
TV show.

Waldridge had high p:aise for
his rescuers. “Beautiful job,” he
said when he got baci, a bit
shaken, to South Vietn: m.
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in northern Laos, very close to the North Vietiamese border, surrounded
by enemy troops. He kept his head, aided the search and Rescue Task
Force, and although in an indisputably hazardois position, was recovered
safely. In the other, the pilot went down "fe:t wet" in the Gulf of
Tonkin, under circumstances which should have led to an easy recovery.
Instead, he panicked, complicated the efforts )»f his would-be rescuers,
and in an unlikely sequence of events, managed to make the Killed in

Action lists.

Everything Right

On 27 February 1967, Captain James S. Wallridge led an F-105 flight
in a strike against a truck park and suspected truck convoy in northeastern
Laos. While preparing for a strafing ﬁass aga'nst the convoy, Otter 1,
Captain Walbridge's aircraft, was hit by AAA fire and flamed out. With
his aircraft on fire, he headed in a westerly cirection in an attempt to
reach a safe bailout area, and when repeated attempts at airstarts failed,
he set himself up and ejected at 8,500 feet. The following, in his words,
was extracted from his debrief. It shows the many correct actions he

took; actions which immeasurably aided him and the SAR Task Force in his

1/

recovery.

.+ trimmed the nose high, airspeed it 220 knots,
placed my feet back, sat erect, pullei leg braces
up, gripped arm rests, and squeezed tie trigger.
The chute deployed automatically abou': 60 feet
above the falling aireraft with minimil shock.
After putting my visor up, I checked 'he canopy
and all was 0.K. I then unfastened m; oxygen mask

to breathe easier, and noticed the at *craft impact
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gave a call for Otter 1 and I answer:d that I
could read him § by 5. He asked whee I was,
my condition, and if there were unfr.endlies
in the area. I said, "I am fine, ap)roximate-
ly 25 feet under the chute canopy, 8/ feet up a
tree, will stay here for pick-up, anl that I
had heard shooting in the valley." .le said,
"Do you have any smoke flares?" And I reported
I had siz, three from kit and three .” personally
carried. I then set up a listening vatch and
busied myself tying other survival gear to my
erson, such as watch, hatchet, and _‘ood. I
took the beeper radio and put it in « pocket
of my flight suit so that when rescucd, I
would not leave any radios to the emvmy that
they might use to sucker others into a false
rescue attempt. Approximately 30 miiutes later,
‘another flight of A-1Es called Firef ies relieved
the Sandies on rescap. They made contact with
me, established where I was, and the Sandies
left the area. Firefly lead told me to stay on
frequency as he was going to lay dow:. CBUs. He
cautioned me to fasten myself to the tree and
not to be concerned about the noise. Also, to
gtve him red smoke when he called foi' it so he
could pinpoint me for his bombing rui.. At his
command, I activated the red smoke, (nd he di-
rected Firefly 2 and 3 to lay down tleir CBUs
down slope from me. In about ten mirutes I
heard the Jolly Greens approach by means of
engine sounds, The Firefly directed the Jolly
Green to my parachute. I called the Jolly Green
and asked if he could see me and he (mswered
that he could and asked if I was in ¢ood ehape.
I said, "Roger, I am in tree, 25 feei below
canopy that you can see, tied to a tiee and
ready for pickup." The chopper hoveied over
me, and I then put my flying helmet ¢n and visor
down for protection on the way up. ‘he para-
medic lowered the jungle penetrator, guiding
it to me by leaning out the door. I took it,
opened the zipper bag on top, wrappec the nylon
strap around me and fastened the catch, opened
the seat plate, wrapped my legs arow d the pene-
trator, sat on the plate, then took ny knife and
cut myself loose from the tree. At this time, the
tree was swaying from the rotor dowmash and it
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helped to be tied to the tree. I looked up,
gave the thumbs up sign to the paramedic, and
they pulled me up to the door of the chopper.

Cabtain Walbridge commented that the ride bacl to Nakhon Phanom,
Thailand, was the best helicopter ride in the world. His ride back,
however, was to a great extent possible by his own actions in the air-
craft before ejecting, while descending in his parichute, and while in

the jungle; he had done everything right.

Evecythiqgfwrong

Not so fortunate was a young backseat Lieutenint who had every-
thing going for him, except himself. On 27 Decembur 1967, Carbine 1,
an F-4C from Da Nang, was hit by probably automati:: weapons fire five
miles west of Quang Khe, 60 miles north of the Dem litarized Zone (DMZ)
in North Vietnam. The aircraft commander managed .0 nurse the crippled
aircraft about 20 miles out over the Gulf of Tonkin, giving both Air
Force and Navy SAR forces ample time to get the re:cue operation under
way. The sea state was mild, and both pilots were in their rafts and
sighted when the helicopters arrived about 35 minu.es after ejection.
The aircraft commander popped smoke, and was picke!l up by a Navy HU-2
without significant difficu]ty.é' The backseater, however, was busily
paving the way to his own early demise. With Joll Green 04, an HH-3E
helicopter from the 37th ARRS at Da Nang, in a 30 :o 40 foot hover over
him, the Lieutenant refused to leave his raft, even though both sides
of his life preserver were inf]ated.sj The downwasi of the big heli-

copter simply blew him out from under the rescue a rcraft. A Rescue
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projecting sump drain of the HH-3E when he fell from the helicopter,
leaving him without flotation. However, it appeared that the primary
cause of the-accident lay in the fatal lapse of memo-y, on the part
of the fighter pilot, about well-known and well-brie “ed hoist procedures
and techniques.gj

Neither of the foregoing is an extreme example uf the adventures
undergone by downed aircrew members between 1964 and 1971, but both
serve to illuminate the many facets of escape, evasicn, énd survival
during the period. Training, planning, familiarity vith Life Support
equipment, awareness of SAR methods, keeping a clear head and avoiding

injury or shock, all are reflected in the portrayed examples.

Captain Walbridge's every action, from the time n1e was first hit,
was calculated to give both him and his rescuers the iighest chances
for successful recovery. He immediately headed his F-105 away from
the target area and toward a safer ejection point; he selected an
eject-decision altitude and stuck to it, ejecting afti:r making certain
he was thoroughly set up for it and in position; he luoked around for
the best landing area during his descent. and then st¢ered his
parachute toward it; seeing he would land in trees, he followed perfect
tree-landing procedures to best protect himself from injury; he turned
his beeper off so that it would not drown out his voice transmissions.
After Captain Walbridge came to a stop in the tree, he displayed
excellent judgment in lashing himself and his gear to the tree, and taking

a long drink of water to help him avoid shock. Then h2 set about helping



59-1745 F-105D

During a mission Neptune Flight were pulling off their
bomb run on the Khe Bo military storage area w hen they sighted
approximately 12 wooden barges. The flight rolled in
to strafe. Neptune 1 & 2 made two passes each. Captain Harry J.
Hennigar, Jr. in Neptune 3 rolled in and began gpulling out of his
second pass when he reported a rough engine iind partial loss
of power. With Neptune 4 on his right wing he ¢ imbed to 12,000
feet and took up a 220 degree heading. Approxi nately 2 minutes
later Neptune 4 observed a large stream of fire coming from
Hennigar's tail pipe. At the same time Hennigar called to say he
was rapidly loosing power and he began to desi:end to
approximately 9,000 feet with an airspeed of 23() knots. At 8,000
feet hennigar called that he was bailing out. Neptune 4 observed
the ejection and sighted a good chute. A beepei was
emmediatley heard and was turned off approximatley 30
seconds later. Neptune 4 heard Hennigar report that he was in
good condition in a tree. Neptune 1 & 2 immediately climbed to
15,000 feet and initiated Rescap, Neptune 4 remained at 7,000
feet to maintain visual contact. Rescap was maintained until the
Jolly Green arrived. Captain Hennigar was reco/ered and taken
to NKP then flown back to Korat. Neptune Fligh: stated that no
flak was observed at any time during the strafing passes on the
barges and speculate that the engine damage to Hennigar's
aircraft was caused by automatic weapons fire 'which could not
be observed in the heavy haze. 28/2/67.
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‘The, enemy t.hen began directing gunfire at Loosefoot 68 as w:ll as at Crown

;'Lrter repeated unsucceasml attempts . to board the survivor, Loosfoot 68 °
informed Crown Bravo that ‘the survivor had ‘a broken arm and was unable to
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(c/GP4) while on routine precautionary orbit over the Gul:' of Tonkin
(position 1800N/1071CE) on 12 Feb 67, Crown Bravo (USAF HU-16) received
notification by radio that the crewmembers of Flare 105 (USN KASC) had

bailed out at 2012N/10624E at 0543Z hours. Crown Bravo imediately

contacted Astronaut (USN SAR Destroyer) ard offered assistznce if

needed, At O549Z hours Astronaut requested that Crown Bravo proceed to

the SAft area., As Crown EBravo moved north, two Navy helicorters, Loosefoot

68 amd Astronaut Angel, were dispatched to the scene, Subtsequent information
from Showtime 603 (USN E-2A) confirmed that the two crewmerbers had ejected
from Flare 105, The first survivor was sighted one half mile from the coast
at 0558Z hours, the second survivor was sighted at 0612Z hcurs, Showtime

603 further reported that an enemy junk was approaching the two survivors,
At that time one of the aircraft of a Battle Cry Flight (USN F-4B's) fired

a Sparrow Missle at the junk, which was then approximately one mile from ;
the survivors, The missile missed the junk but the attempt proved successful
in causing the enemy junk to reverse his coursé and stay clear of the area.
Crown Bravo arrived at the search area at 0634Z hours and imediately set

‘up orbit above Loosefoot 68, which had already picked up on: survivor and

was attemptd.ng to recover the other, dggkt* approximately 065CZ hours the
co-pilot, Lt Rapp, noticed gunﬁ.re rected at’ Crown Bravo and hitting the .
wat.er ea.ch t.ima Crown Bra.vo ent.ered t.he northem ‘portion of the orbit, ,
Subsaquent gunﬁ.re sight.m,ga were me.da by all” other crewmemders, The crew
Has un.able to daterm.fme the exact. origin ‘of t.ha fire, It adpeared to be
*small’ ‘caliber ‘and was ra.'l.'l.ing short’ 6f Crown' Bravo,  Despit: the gunfire
Crown’ Rravo oont.inued 'to orbit in order’ to ‘cover Loosefoot 58 in case of
tmuble ‘and to ‘draw the enenw glm.t‘ire away from the helicop:er and survivor

N
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Bravo.s{ Crown. Bravo; imediately apprised’ {the helicopter of this ait.uation.
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free himself’ from, | hfs chute and get into the sling. - Loosefjot 68 then .
settled on the wa.t.er m ‘an effort to recover the survivor, However, the .
rotor uaeh 'pushed the” survivor under water, under the helic pter and he -
surfaced again in front. Loosefoot 65 then developed an ov:r heated
transmission and was’ .forced to _depart with’ only one of the jurvivors., An
Astronaut Angel, hoi'é' Ang! appro:d.mately 2] /r ‘ from. the ‘scine was requested ' . sy
to move:in, and” attempts ttﬁ"recovery‘.’t!,‘m this time Crown Brivo assumed the = i g %

DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.

DOWNSRADED AT 3 YEA

role of Ch-Scana-Comrxier as, du‘ect.ed by Harbor Master (USI Deat_royar). LNty o
The Astronaut Angel arrived,_over the, scenea and deployed a d.ver to cut the -~
surv.*g.vor from his chute and, shroud linga.?. The diver was. un.ble to free . .g :
the ‘survivor on the first attempt, so ‘an attempt was made 1ift him
into the, helicopte:, chute and all. The RCC of Crown Brave; @ye.{l Astronau
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Angel if their diver was a rescue specialist or otherwise qualifisi to perform ™
the activities in which he was involved, No reply was received from Astronaut’’
Angel, The helicopter then informed Crown Bravo that they were experisncing
mechanical difficulties with their hoist and would be unable to rescue the sur-
vivor, During this period, gunfire from the shore increased in intensity and
appeared to be of a larger caliber. Bonecrusher (USN SAK Destroyer) Which had
moved to within 10 miles of the shore, then asked Crown Bravo for their recommen-
dations, The Rescue Crew Comrander, Colonel Alan R. Vette, recommended that
Crown Bravo make an immediate landing and recover the distressed pilote. This
decision was based on (1) the injuries of the survivor, (2) the danger of his
becoming more entagled in his chute and the possibility of being cragged under

the water, (3) the increased intensity of enemy gunfire and (4) tte length of
time required to get another helicopter on the scene, Crown Braw th;nﬂinfomed
U YOI«

all agencies and rescue forces that they would land and rescue the

At that time Crown Bravo called in RESCAP, Arab 501 and 506 (USN J-1H's), and
rf‘q\mated that they surpress the enemy gunfire along the beachs Iuring prepara-
tions for landing, Crown Eravo observed red muzzle flashes from a position app=
raximately 1 mile north of their position. RESCAP was directed t& that point,
where they sighted and destroyed one enemy gun position, Crown Biavo Pr ocesded
with larding preparations, jettisoned the drop tanks and touched=own at 07122
hours; 38 minutes after reaching the scene and 1 hour and 29 minu'es after the
survivor had ejected into the water. The pararescue specialist, .2C Charles
Hanson, was deployed immediately, and he cut the survivor from hit par achute,
Captain Hall, Samual L,, the navigator, and A1C George Walker, th: flight engineer,
then pulled the survivor to the aircraft with a rope and hauled hn aboard.

The pararescue specialist boarded, all hatches were immedistely 8¢
Crown Bravo was, airborne at 07142 hours, 2 minutes after landing. The survivor.
appeared to be in good condition despite his broken arm and despi .e the fact that
he had been'in the cold water for.such along period, -, Weather in the rescue

area was approximately 800 footovercast.with 3 miles visibilitye, 'Tovn Brave

il fecllity.

r_and _flown to a nearby, USMC medic
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then proceeded to Da Nang, arriving at 0910Z, hours, where the’su vivorp was placed ¥
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