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(C/GP4) While on routine precautionary orbit over the Gul r of Tonkin 
(position 1800N/10710E) on 12 Feb 67, ~rown Bravo (USJJ-' HU-16) received 
notification by radio that the cre~mb1::rs of Flare 105 (L SN hA5C) had 
bailed out at 2012N/10624.E at 05t+JZ hours. Crown Bravo in. riediately 
contacted Astronaut (USN SAR Destroyer) ar.d offered assist. U1Ce if 
needed. At 0549Z hours Astronaut requested that Crown Bra·ro proceed to 
the S!k area. As Crown Bravo moved north, two Navy helico >ters, Looeefoot 
68 an:l Astronaut Angel, were dispatched to the scene. Suh 1equent information 
frOm Showtim 60.3 (USN E-2A) con.t'i.rn2d that the two crt:wn:nbers had ejected 
from flare 105. The first survivor was sighted one half m.le from the coast 
at 0558Z hours, the seoond survivor was sighted at 0612Z hours. Showtime 
60.3 further reported that an enemy junk was approaching the 1 t'I«> survivors. 
At that time one of the aircraft of a Battle Cry flight ( UiN F-4B' s) fired 
a Sparrow Missle at the junk, which was t hen approxi..raately one mile from 
the survivors. The missile missed the junk but the attemp . proved successful 
in causing the enemy junk to reverse his course and stay c:.ear of the area. 
Crown Bravo arrived at the search area at 0634Z hours anci :.mnc::diately set 
up orbit above Loosefoot 68, which had already picked up Ol le survivor and 

1 was attemptf.n8 to recover the other. At approximately 065oz hours the 
c0-pilot, Lt Rapp, noticed gunfire directed at Crown Bravo and hitting the 
water each time Cro\oll Bravo entered the northern portion o; ' the orbit. 
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1 Subsequent gunfire sightings were made by all other crewmez 1bers. The crew 
was unable to determine the exact origin of the fire. It c.ppeared to be 
small caliber and was falling short of Crown Bravo. Despi1.e th~ gunfire 
Crowi Bravo oontinued to orbit in order to cover Loosefoot €J3 in case of 
trouble and· to draw the enemy gunfire away from the helico1 •ter am survi vo 
The enemy then began directing gunfire at Loosefoot 68 as \"ell as at Crown 
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Bravo. Cro;.ri Bravo imnediately apprised the helicopter of this si t uation. 
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After repeated unsuccessful. attt:mpts to board the survivorJ Loosfoot 68 
informed Cro'Wll BraV<> that the survivor had a broken arm anc was unable t o 
free him.self from. hi's chute and get into the sling. Loose j oot 68 then 
settled on the water in an effort to recover the rurvivor. However, the 
rotor wash pushed the survivor under water, Wlder the heli<optE:r and he 
surfaced again in front. Loose foot 66 then developed an O\ er heated 
transmission and was forced to depart with only one of the survivors. An 
Astronaut Angel, hover:irig approximately 2 mile;r from the scene was requested 
t o mve in and attempt the recovery. At this~ ti~ Crown Bi avo assumed the ~ 
role of <:n-Scene-COOJllarrler as directed by H.irbor !'.aster (U ~ N Destroyer). ~· • 
The Astronaut Angel arrived over the scene and deployed a . c i ver "to cut the (lrl-J ., 
survivor from his chute and shroud lines. The diver was urabl.e to free ~~~ 
the survivor on the first attempt, so an attempt was nade t:> lift him . ...-. · 

into t~e helicop!c..e:, chu:~-~~· -~~~~!~ of Crown Brav~~~e~ -~~tronau / 1 
q 
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~l 1£ their diwr was a rescue speciiliat or otherviN q~ Cl t;o pertbra 
the activit.iea in which he was involved. No reJU7 waa receiYecl l l '018 ut.ronaut. 
Angel• The helicopter then into:nned Crown Bravo that thq were e. !i>erJ.nci.ng 
mechanical dit.ficultiea with their hoi:st and would be unable to I"' ecu• Ule sur­
vivor. During this period, gunfire from the shore increaeed in lJ 1~enaity arid 
appeared to be ot a larger caliber. Bonecrusher (USN SAR Deatroyur) Which had 
moved to within 10 miles of the shore, then asked Crown Bravo tor thtsir recommen­
dation.a• rl'ne Rescue Crew Conr;ander, Colonel Alan R. Vette, recom 1end~ that 
·Crown Bravo make an 1.mnediate la.r.ding and recover the distressed >ilot. This 
C.ecision was based on (1) the injuries of the survivor, (2) the d i.ngt:r o! his 
becoming more entagled in his c.hute am the possibility o! being lra.gged und~r 
the water, (3) the increased ir.tensity of enemy gu:1rire a n:i (4) t'ltl leng~h oj 
t i.me required to get another helicoRter on the scene . Cro'Wtl Brav > then informed 
all agencies and rescue forces that they would land and rescue th 3 survivor. 
!t that time Crown Bravo called i n iiESCAP, Arab 501 am 506 (USN '-lH's), an1 
requested that the,.. surpress the eneicy gun.fire along the beach. )uring . prepara­
tions !or landing, Crown Bravo observed red muzzle flashes from a poei tion app­
roximately 1 mile north of their position. RESCAP was directed t) that point, 
where they sighted am destroyed one enemy gun position. Cro""1 rravo proceeded 
with larding preparations, jettisoned the drop tanks and touched-jown at 0712Z 
hours; 38 minutes afte r reaching the s cene arxl l hour and ~9 min\. tes aft er the 
survivor had ejected into the water. The pararescue specialist, J~ Cnarles 
Harulon, was deployed imnediately, and he cut the s..irvivor from h.l parachute. 
Captain Hall, samii8l L., tnt:: naVigator., and llC George Walker, t2 e flight ~ngineer, 
then pulled the sur.vivor to the aircraft with a· rope and hauled am aboard. 
The pararescue speci:al.ist boarded, all batches were i.Dlnediatel)' f ecured am 
Crolllfl Bravo was airborne at 07.l.4Z hours, 2 mnutes after landin8 · The sur.vivor 
appeared to be in good caidition despite his broke11 arm and despj te the !act that 
he had been 1n the cold water for such a long period. Weather i.z . the rescue 
area was approximately 800 footovercast with .3 miles visibility. Crown Bravo 
t hen proceeded to Da Nang, arriving at 0910Z, b::>ura, where th• 8\ mvor~ Vc.S placed 

~~ ur· IDl-4 : hel~copter and flown to a nearby U8IC modi• OJ. !aclllt;y, 

WALTER s. JO~N, 
~eratio~ Officer 
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• 0. l'; :•'ebr·•.<.ry ].967, ~t ".240 :.0\.u·s :.ocal , I eje !7..c • fro• ._ ~ ·-: ' _ :!:- , 
c ~.:t, cu . . l sii:;n, Dusty 71, dt1.e to fli~;M. con·::.rol f a .luro ~.:1d f · : ·c c::i.u:;E'( 
7'; en'.?rw c..utoma t ic "eapone fire, i· t::e Tiger i:otmd lreo. . T!·.e •.:-. :.·: ::. 
' JC:' c::11tc( intc wa~ .heavily infested •,;i_t __ unfr j.endli )S j co~·scq·.ir .. : , ":,:} 
c .... ·1p.a~ . .!.Y 0:1 t!:e -~o~.-e evading ti.em, Strike aircrr_ 't C' ')!!.., · .: :c '.:· po ncl(,o 
~.:c. S\tr~O'.mding terrain, per :!.tt: ... -; .. ,~to iove to c:. e~.l :_·,_ u ~~S' ... O~~ · ·~: 

o-. e=::e.::.d ,,-rowth ca110py. 3ai1dy airer'. ' t p1..."1poi11ted :n • r,osit:..o:. : .. l :o: :..e~r 
lT-reou - 56 .1.J.ev '..r::.O cxtrv :el;1 intense, a:1d ucc1rra.~Je, unt o·i.c:·i,ic \1eapc:.r:~ a..Gd 
n. ;.:.: 2. ur::is fire to a posi tlon over :ae . '~hen t :;e bir ! atoD'>ed, 5:::, ·l.celve~ a 
cc ... i..mous ha.L of :;.m :.':!.re, !'or.cing tte c:r·ew to w:..t :C:.!' . :~1 . J·.o.e1· ·.:.c co-r" r 
of expl.odi ·,, 1mitions, I \JP.. :J able to proceed north , 1·; - arid o··<?: :, c 1' .1. -: .,:;e , 
H)iu:-·c I S~. :JlA].ed (drror) ~ ;;osL.:.on to a Sandy air ~r;:.ft. s·~crt.2.y ,.: r ·c~_n..er' 
Jo~_lc:y Grec.n 36 ap.1e:..;.red overhead througl: a rain of iJ.~ten!>e ~ · d .icr,· ;:- :,c 
:;:'OlUld i"ire. Once a;:;'-lin , a.s ~v:,e ma.c:t:<.ne r;toppetl eve : e, it ''us :it •o.. ·: .. ~· c.nC. 
r-0r " eC.:. to retire. 

I had given up 'Jeing resc11ed. by air, and f or:.:"J.l 1teC: · y plai'. -:.-.o c·-!1,fo:.te 
evacl:':1g, a."ld ; ;;.:.~~-out. So.ndy 05 ti:en directed 3tri1n s i!'lto t :.e ·,ort.r •1a.i.ley. 
I was '.lble to ":'lovo rapidly to~.tEU"d t !;e stri~e ar ea. Jn co:-i:- let~.o~ o=: ·~-- 1e •.1tr lJ.e, 
nnd ~t t~1e base of the r i dge, lned a.:-ee. t hnt waEi c;e .r of 
over:.cad canopy anC. sett l c.ci. ~ 1 ~ si ~nal ·tl.ITor on. t. c Sa.Ddy 

z:;!:t stl aff'ed the ridge f:-om ::iy bird, I indicated my .position. 
position Eiouth, up the ridge. 
niy c~earing, overshot, returne 
3.3 i n the .'irst two atte:npts, ws me.de 
f ire , 

, Jollf y Green - 37 a . .)poarc. '"·Ver 
Q.lly pie ked me up. T'ne J.Jich....ip 

under in tens• and accuro. te s:"JD.J. l errr..s 

T!:e ;)!'aver/, self-eacri!ice profeeeional a.irmaJ Lship, and deter .'nation 
e •·ic!.enred loaves ll)9 a most humble and gr~t.eful airml.n. 

P-ecorrrnend that the c.oove cited crevs be awarded the highest poesible 
de corn. ti on befi tti11g the ir extraordinary bravery an<. fearless conduct 1~. f't.ce 
of t,·,e; er . .:: r,r au..: tained · intense and accurate fire, to save a feJ.loW' nirl"an. 

?.~e nc·~ions t aken by the above c,_..ewo to aff ect Icy pickup was in tite 
:inc r. t t re.ditio:1 of ·tte .hir Force. 
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THEY t.lEAN LIFE TO FAJ:LEN 
1 .il:ir :.rn/. 
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1 ·1~ li&hter bombl'rs rar mi: 
&hcA.d of U. They b·led to l\l'Pll -

box· of tire a round Buue Lo 
screen him trom the e n e m ~ 
trooP'. No Pilot Bad MouthSY 
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Jolly Green Giants 
But some or the troops were 

wide the box with Buzze. As 
one era.shed lhrou~h the Jungle 
clo~ to thl! airman, the pilot 
dived under some fallen bamboo 
to hide. The soldier came 
within a [.cw !eel of him and 
ca.lied out in broken English : 

By JOHN T. WHEtLER 
DA NANG, South Vietnam -

1-"1- ,\s the sleek r.ighler mlled 
In Cor another strafing pa5s, its 
doom aJrea.dy was a tact. The 
neat row of machine-gun bullet 
holes marked the point$ where 
steel·jdcketed !'lugs had punched 
th1·ou::h lo lhe vital innards of 
the American jet. 

One red light winked on, an 
uncompromising announcement 
of lhe plane's death throes. Be­
'"w th ... ti~hl on the F·lOO's ln­
~trurnent pAnel IVl\S lhe smaU 
siin : "Flight Control Fail." 

COi~ F"RANK ('. Buae !idt 
the ~uck bell'tccn his feet Ireeze. 

Buzze, of Solv11y. N.Y .. push'!<! 
the radto transmit button on his 
Jtlrk and ca.Ued back, "Roger, 
Dusty 71 punchlni: out." 

He armed a.nd then tired his 
ejection teal Then he waa tum­
blinc throudi 1pa.ce above a 
c.ommunist alronapoint along 
North Vietna.m'a aupply line into 
the south. 

The peaceful-looklng jungle 
~low was crawling with enemy 
troops, ThtNr natural hostilitv 
fo1· Aml'ncan a11 me11 had ~t 
bef'n diminish<-d by the bombing: 
and stt·afing atta"k' Ju'' 1·a1,·iPd 
out b.v Buz:ze'a Wi;hl of Super· 
S.1bt'rs. 

At thia point in any other 
war. Col. Bune would have b4!en 
dmost certa.ln ol bein2 captured 
or killed. He certamly could not 
have e.."<pected the scores or war­
pl,t.ne~ which nturated the coun­
tryside around him to hold o[f 
the enemy troops. 

And a.lthouith there were hell·; 
copter rescues during the Ko­
rell) war, U1ere has never been 
anyth1nr like the Jolly GL·een ' 
Giants. j 

.... 

• ;r:. -. • 

{. 

, ..... 
• 

• 
~. 

1 
'!' 

"American pilot, me Communis t 
i;oldie1'." The searcher misi;ed 
Buzze and moved on down the 
hHI. 

"RESCU r. JllWM the air 
.1eemed impossiule," Buo.e 1·P.­

membered th i n kin i-. "It -ap. 
peared senseless to E::\f>OSl' 11 11~ 
turther rescue crtws to the ter· 
nble iunflre. 

JoUy Green 56 took it for ~e·, . 
eral minutes wlule tr.' crew 

• tri,.d to get a re~cue I.me t'l 
• Bune. But they had to abandon 

the try a.nd turned back towa , i 
i Da Nani:. C:ipt. Angrlo r•ull11rA , 
of Lul:lbock , Tex., the pilot. wa .. 
dead ~nd Capt. Jim-old n Wat d. 
1he copilot. was wounded. Joli}' 
G1,' r n 56 had doflP its best alld 
more. 

P'or Buzze and his would-bl" · 
captors, the violent drama W(.nt 
from a nearly unbearable pe:i-k 
lo still higher levels as the min· 
utes turned into hours. 

But ror lhe pilots, isolated m 
!heir cockpits, there was a.Jmm;t 
" ho-hum tone in thel r radio 
conversatlons. 

The forward air controll~r 
CFACt· in a monotone : ' H" 
shuuld be just about Wlder u.~ 
now. Paste that ridee line a2am. 
please." 

'JOLLY f.IANI HOISTS PILO'r FROM .JU~ ~LE 
Copter Teams Have Rescued 500 Jet Crewmen.· -AP. 

A SKYRAIDER pilot : "Oh~·. 
we're atlaclcini the l\ll1 posit.:ons 
oow.•• 

- - and ' ' Uh" 
"Jet pLlot3 111'!! ~ f!N'tt~ in- ~utes lat@r the Sk vraiders Resc~e comm er. 

di•idualiatic lot and will ariue a.rnved and Buz.z.e llashE :la m ir- Roi;er. 
a bout almost a.nythmi. '' one ror ailnal ~rough an op.ening "I' ve got the pl'lot in sisht ." 
i;quadron corruna.nder said. "But In the Jungle canopy. A Sky- Thi~ from Jolly Green ::17, th~ 
the sure way to start a fight 11 ra.d1er pilot s~tted. · t i e flash thfrd ~licUe helicopter. 
tor &omeonc to bad mouth the and wl2gled his wmg to let "Uh Roger, can you gel him." 
Jolly Greens. No ~ does Buzu know he had beeJ seen. ' . 1 · · . ''l wouldn't be su!'prised. 

Col. Buu~ wasn'l thinkinit of The Skyra1ders .~ga1 -. ro.lli.ng ' lhink it's pretty sale. The area's 
THE .JOLLY Greens, a& they rescue !l~ his parachute t>~n,.d, ln oneThbytone Ill dsaJfl ~ the bombed out." 

are called with near reverence e"en thQugh alert aircraft wei-e 1.rea. a meant ropr ing nal>' ____ _ 
by U.S. oombat pilots. have res- already flashing news of his fate. aim and &ntiper&<>nne .bombs Jolly Grefll :l7 was co'TI· 
cuerl more than 500 downed A3 h.e neared the ground, bu!- around Buzze and silo 1tini up manrlPd by Capt. Robert ,L. 
crewmen In North Vktnam leu be&an whizzing by ht.ti hP.ad ~ area with 20 mm al ell.s. Powell oC ~·ramington, .:i1a.,s. rlP 
La.os and South Vietnam. Th~ as the Commanist soldiers The attack was in tb nick ol and his copilot, MaJ. Po\\e t) 
cost to the members of the 37lh opened fire. auzu dropped into time. Buzze heard the Barchinz Moon• or Wheaton, Md., ~cannert 
Aerospace Rucue and Recovery a bamboo thicket. enemy troops closinr iz on him the arf'I\ lwlow fo~ l'nl'mY 1.1·0°i-'~ 
squadron hu been about 40 One t the f from all directions. whlle the mechanic, S..Sl;i J •·hn 
killed, wounded or m(i;sing. , . o .. iritt .thlnis he P . Rogerscrt of W11liamslori, 
About 10 choppers h"tve been hea.id were many vmces shout- MINUTES LATER tJp ~is.-1 N.C., and the pararescuE>:min . 

~' inr what 11ppeared t? . be c":"'· tUeable nol&e of l'elicopt.er Airman 1~ David w. Slim: " r 
:::~: Then the fmni died blades &nllOWlced the 1 rrival o! I of TrPntoo. F'la., got reddy {or 

· . Jolly Grf!4!1l 56. The ca no!laged the rescue atttmpt. 
'ARMED O:NLY With a pistol helicopter spotted a ien fWI -------. 

and huntinr lmife, Buzze began nare tired by Buzze am stopped 
m()\'tn~ away from lhe voices right over ~ downed colonel. 
hopinz; t.o rind an a re11 where The _Commun.st_ trooPJ opened 
&lfr J ·c>i:, G~ns could pick hl'TI up witn everyth.in1 the; . b.ad•.•IL ___ _ 



COWll.'L~O: " Want to givf' if 
a try?" 

'Tm lrymg right now. " A 
few minutes and Jolly Green 37 
added, "I think we've got a ltood 

1 ch~nce if you work over the area 
real well." 

j "Hit west of the chopper and 

1 north of the ~mokt. Jolly 
I Green 'i. z-ettin& tire." The ten­
' ~fon was buildinz in evuy~'s 
voice now. 

" Hsu. hits. hits. I'm hit, I'm 
Im. ·' Th.is from Jolly Green 37 
who was bem1t raked by auto­
matic weapons Ifre u he low-

' e1 t:tl U1e rescue sPat in!J> the 
· 11111,;IP for B~:ie . Despite the 

r " he 9ta,yed put ovrr the Poll). 
Ill i. 

"Come on, baby," someone 
radioed in encouraiiement. 

"PUT SOME fit'f' on the north 

~ ·rt~ of the chopper. t saw some 
1·1 lle f lashes there." 

" Uh, Roger." 
\ 

Then th« triwnphmt shout, 
" \\'e ~ot the boy." 

The airwaves were jammt>d 
immediately with "yi~s." 
"yahoos," and cries of . "good , 
work." l 

"This is control. Thanks a lot 
and your buddies too. Without Jt 
we never would have gott('n 
him ." Thi..5 to the leader ol a 
Itt:h ter bomber rllghl 

lluuP was ottered the bii: shot 
of whisky rt~Prvf'd rnr a·n res­
<"llM 11 irmt"Tl . It wag• houri; ;1nd 
20 minules 1mce all tho~ 1~ 
h;::h1~ h:id flashed on in Buul! 's 
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Kl c:, R:nil. Si·n.·ict· '11mher, 
c • 1~ dn1 oC de-:1ll1, nuu •ta· 

1 n of d t etl. Thu lctl.C'r in 
p~rcutl r··i!i hclure e,11'1, nnmr clc· 
11 it tht c.au9: '1! rtr~th. C ,\ [or 

rr!'rifl arc1•lf!Hl: B £or h.ttll1' 
c alb V Col' ~·chir1c :ird11Eut: N 
for r, tar .. I: t. ror unknown; 0 for 
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!Jn 'Copter 
ln ll11Y other war, Col. Ftal'lk !\'ore panels ripped aw.a,; 

1 C. -auzu. of Solvay, N. ){., 13 o:z~ dropped hea-rily • 
would have laced almos\ ~r- b Jtlboo U!.iebt. ?.· ~ ' ~ i 
tai11 ·capture or d ~a l:h •. But M"mutes later the sktta 
wheb .he puadluted ®t ol his .a !ivet!, _ wid Bu.zze i(~l:i: .. 
mot-up je.t fighter over North a 1m>r signal through -~ -o~ 
Vietnam. he \mew that help 11 g in the j~gle. The ~ 
would be <m 1M way. l'he -Only e! 1> spott~ it and be~an. . · 
quest\Gt) W<\$ wlie!ber it would n one ~Y one to "&a!Uthe•:~ate, 
reach bim in time, · a ea,, That me.aM liroPJ)in.t 4 

Allhough there v.•ue h"lk11~ p 1m anti anti-pttson:Ml bomW 
t~r resciie.s du.ring the: Ko~an a cund Buiu •nd shootia~ ·~ · 
War, there hod never be:en any~ tl e are.a. They came ,l?i ;Ui \ 

, thing like the Joll)• Oteen Gl- 11 ck. of time. Bu z U .he,lt.il l 
1 ants. ThC :lolly GrffnS, as the)' ~ arching e.riemy tcoops c~ 

are called with near reverence it " in html all directions. C'!1 
by Vni!ed States combat pJ. !tfimrtes later, the unmisla1'.,; 
lots, haV>? l:eseued more i.ban a 1le noise ot bellCoptec hla~ 
500 dOl.'/ned Clewrrten. ln North -a: 1nounced the arrival ot l"<tlJ · 
Vie~m, Laos, and South Vi~t- Cl teen 56. The. <:arnouftag; 
nsurt, Tae 'Cllsi to ~ membeu h ·Ucopt.4!.r spott~ a tlan lit : 
of lhe 311.b .Aeroi;pace ·R tostue b: •' Bulle ud sloJ):ped • 
and Jtecov~ry Squadron has o ·er the downed filer. ._ 
been about 40 lcilled, W<>Unded, Jolly ~reen "Withstood wi , 
o:r nrlssinJ. About 10 choppers e . .ing ene1n7 ftre f~r •everal 
h~v~ be~ lost, ~M Y n inutes whlle Ute crew t rfed 
F • ~\Iuc%~ Desc-t... . g :ta re:icue line to Bw:ze,_B , 

--·1-H·~~tJ ey had to abandon the 
Col. Buzz~ wun't thinkine a 1d turn back toward Da Nant~ 

1 only of rucue as his parachu~ C ~ta.._ of L~ 
> opened, even though alert ait. ~ :;etii:o"C"" w..!!s""de~ · 

cratt wen al re ad y fla.sl).ing a ld apt, errOl , Wa.rd, t1W' 
new!$ oI his fate, and at Da c 1-pilot, 'Waa wounded, J olly 
Nang, a helicopter and a flight c; reen 58 had done ib be~t. 1 

of SXyraiders were already be- - -lfelca.e Seat Vsecl ' ,: e,r 

ing 1auncbed. . bou So, while the Slty~aiders co '·'' 
B.u~e was worried a , t get- t 11ued to do their best to pro. 

ting on the (round alive. ~e ti ct Buzze Joll~ <=refll 31.g&.ade 
shock ol the chute openm' -1 • i.a ~ -- 1,,.h..• 
ripped two vanela out ol the 1 ' way e scene. ..,,.~ 
Ol'&nge nylon canopy when it C reen 37 was· commanded bl' 
bl~Qmed over hi.a n,ead. /.6. he C apt . . Robert . L. Powell, Of 
nea \he &round, .bullets be- F ramm!lbam, .Mass. He and 
ian )lu iing by his head as h a co-pilot, MaJ, Powell Moore, 
communist •olwers opened fire o ".Vhea\on, Md., were accom~ 

. p IIUed by S/Sgt John P . Rog-
e ·son, ot Williamston, N, ·c:, 
a \d Airman 1/ c David W. Slini-.( 
e · • . of Trenton, La. { 

While the choppe-r took a 1 
s ream of bita from automaticj 
' eaporu1, the cnw lowered ~ 
r !SCUe seat iDto the jun(le ldf1 
! uzze. He made lj ltlto the seatl 

i a id was lifted 1ntO the 'copter. 
I ·aw:ze r~d later that a. 
II t 1e rescue aeat wu b e i n • 
-. inched up to the choppel', boi' 
· , as "bappy and relieved." "'t 

! 
"But, moat of all, I w~ ~um­

} le over the aell-aacrifl~ ~w 
< o:>IU'afe., • n d de~~ 

' c emllll$l:rat.e4 by tQ);tboee who 
j .r ni.-hl ;~ ~e~~~.'he-_;nid. 1 



l'i~ ot: 
Co Pi ,_ot: 

-
C'-l.r"l:.t:.:'..n :'1Co·.,:.:t . , l'1·uc 1 J. 
.il:,- or rc.weil - · 1-0(;:·c 
~ .... ~· t I. TL ..., "t-0:;crs1 1"'! 

J: i r,-er 

v ' :_(, :•'cbr" ... r.f 1 <,67 , ct 24J __ ._mrs ocal , I e~e c ~.c·· .fr0 ,; ~ :!:-
c • :- ~ , ca· 1 c i...,'71 , Du::; .:,y 71, I 1t'f '.c. .:'.'l.i:.;l·. t con vro . i -~ 1 tt=C ; -ir'< &'. • • CG.~.:.~;t 

7'; C'1~ ~· c..1.1'.:,c"':latic ec.pc:-.ns .:.'irf', · t'. .c Tiger 1'.,J·md Ar : , ':': c . 
:,(·:: c:.'1"...cc intc we._ heavily i;~c::>ted · · t. 1.mfr~.e td1 iE.::::; co ·scq·1r " r 
('.r .-:. ~ ''.D..'. ~r O t: .e . ry C:: evadin:; t:.cm. 3trike ai. ·cr.-1...1.':_ C' ·!l ~. -~ ~l'. .~· [i<> '1C!<A1 

~: :e: snr::-o·.mding terrai '1 , :pPr ~ ":, ~ · P -~o ova t > ': ~ I!, l <..: u :, , .() · ·· ·~:: 
v·.cr ' c..:..d "'-ro• .. rt:. ca·o.rJ • 3ru.dy ~.i.rcr ·t p:L"lpoiz.::..id -::-.~· i~osit:..u:. ~- : ·To ::.c::' 
(i-r-:.0·1 - ~6 "~ ew · ·-_-'·.o i:::trc el:· in ve:-ise , '4.. ~d UC<'" -.. e, t.n-:o· 'lt::.·vic \:c:.pc :-.s n .ci 
[l:!..'.'.1 1 tIT.lS !'ire to a .osi-!:..'o'P'l ever :.c . ;.r on t E. bird :::to~ .ed, · .-, ·cce.:.."cci u 
cc ... :i. ·10us :.o.i o;: ... : ~~ . ·.:.re , :: rcing t: c c ·ew to \-' t. t.:r- :.1 , r t ~· . c 1;0 1~ r 
of ex,:1.odi , ·mi ticns , I · ias o.b: t to proceed no :":.i! , ;1 3.'1c1 :: c · c _ , ,c , 
1.1:,1.._ e I s: _;7lll.J.cd ( irror) y ~1o::ii ·J.:..·>·1 to a Sa.nd::,r : .. ircr .. ..:'t . -=>' r t_:• . · ' C". '~,e1· , 
- -1 ,, 36 ~ ,# • ., , • • .. o . (;y ure· n a.p_.e rf'a ovr rL.cnd ·1,,f1.rot1.;; •. a rain of i n ten: e -.tcr, .... c 
..;.·oimd :ire . Once a...; ' • , c.s t: c :JB.c · 'ne r; top- c ti. ove:r e, i'\., ua;, . j_ t •.:• · ~· :--.!1C:. 
~~r·e~ to retire . 

I hud ;riven ·,tp X': 1g re ::;c•tLG. by air, nnd .no~· .. 1.lato' y :i.c..i'. ,.o c .hr.to 
e· t.C:: 1~ , ~nd ·..:.:..::-out . Sa:..dy 'J5 t~ en directed :J t::-~:cs ·»1to t · .e ·1o"'t; ·:a~ley . 
I vc.!l J.ble to "'o·rn rapidly -~0 urd t:·e strn:e nre1 , 1.r co .. 2.et~">n o:' c. 1:.ri':e , 
tJlC ~~ t t·.!e · 10.sc of the rid.::;e, Jr, ~d a:::-c:. t:.u t './!.\~ c: c .r of 
o·Jo".·!.c::>.d canopy ancl set.,lu) i~' g :1 r si,,;i1e.l .iiror 0r.. t o vandy 

bi?'<l , I ~ndicated my posi tion . GI'. . straffed tlle rid~e f:-om •.ry 
po::ii tion ::iou th, up the ridge. , ' olley Green - 37 a ·peurc ' vor 
rry c_ecring , overs:;ot, returne l: · picked ne up. 1'hc pick'.tp 
n:::; in t!le 'irst two atte ,pts, was '.n· .ense and a.ccurcte s.ia~ l e.r ir.s 
firo . 

':':.c 1rev rJ, self-sacrifice profeesio!U'.l axmansLip, and deter us t ion 
e •id!n•·ecl :;.eaves me a most humble and gr~.te~ul 1.irman . 

?..eco!T\end tlu>.t t:1e u0ove cited crevs be aw .. rded the hi g'1est possible 
doco::~tlon bc~i':.t:.1~ t'•eir extraor dL:ary brav0r:· and fearless co.1dnc t i ~t.ce 
of ;:;·,c e1 ~ "Y' su tained intense r.".'ld accurate fir 1, to sa\·e a fe~ l0v uir"an. 

!,,·,.. nc -.ions to.ken by the above c:--ewr to af 'ect my pich.1.tp \.rn.::; in t:,o 
:· ·.1.c: ::. tr.c · t..:.o~. oI: .,:.e .hir Force , 



I, lrank C • .Ji..izze , Co~oneJ. , Di0,, li'R34392, Deputy Co"1. :ander ~or ()-iJGrc..t:~ r.- , 
:;::_s , Tnctictl Fi.:;~1t:=r :lL:.g, Tu:? Eoa Air Base , l:V:. , do :1ero oy rutl:c ci:c 
fo2-- 011.· ·1t_: ·.rt;:'._ :1tar] s::.atorK:nt. 

';.;_·,e 7..tr_ .... ose: of t,.is :"t~tf: ·cnt if' to po:int ou1 ~.,c t:::tre.o::.·d· . .r.ar:•' ;--rr,­
:'er:,ioi:D.::_ Qirri..'....ns . .:_p, qi,c.- ery, devc~-r 'i .. ~. t · on 1.tJ.cl Eel f - 3c..crifice clc:io r. .~ ... t 1 

.. r! 
';,; ;:,:-e -~olloi.ri.'.!g .:-a::_ e:· ':irec"l Crews of t:ie 37t:; l·L ._s , Jc.. c.n:; l• :·_r .., ..... _f:c, 

J ol ev Oree~ - ~6 
f'i.. >la, :1 

.. i:!_ot.: Cc..p,.:.::..b. A . Pa;.~ (KI ~ ) 
C0 1- ::at : Ca· ~~.,;; .. ~ 1 Jerrold. D. ~Jo.. :C: ( lL.: 

.. i.1.C ../il.l..ia:: T. I..,owo 

:!'i=•-ot : 
Co i'L.ot; 

Al C ,/LJ_ia.m J . 4~lower 

Captain :..e land T. Kex :1 C..'J 
Ca.-:rta· ::-1 James A . Calyl r 
.-)Sgt Raynond Godsey 

····~\./ers 



Jli ot : v~ I l:.L ... l Joo_ • • Po'.;,_ ., 
Co r'i-.ot : .:....·or •()1.1e•l • i.Q!)l'C 

3 t .. :.. ! I . . {o_;c::-so· 
;v C • • ··ic! .• · • ..>:iger 

:'"'')r" r· ~,,G7 ·t 21.0 :. t•:.rc qc•l I e·,,r c· · "'" 
. J ' ... ---~ --·' .. 

c . "Ci l . ;_,_.-rt , Dll::: ~y 'l1 , ,:1·~ 'r _~::. i ~-:. co•hr cl : · 1_n:·c, .::- ·~· c ::~ 
?:," ( :'"' 'Y c.· ~ uOTD<'. c,ic er.pens _.'in' ~ ... c Ti..,cr l.'..)W1d .ti 1-.:: _ , ·:: c: • 

c:.i1·~r, l:i~c we._ l~o~vily ir._' e::;ted 1 .... t 1mfriend'ic:. ; co ~c -rir ; 
( ' ·i..::.~ • :r o. t1 r ,.. c (;'\'adin.:; ·~:.cm . ~trike airc!" . ..l0 

";, ' ! ~ ~e ·.. ~ .-.c ~1 
'.c ::>lu·.:·o·.mding terrai'l, :x-r ::. ":.t' - (' vi..• ovo :.o - . ; -1 ... ~ ., .. ,,·' 
.., .J:•. t~d ~1'01.·l't.: ca or; . SLt.d" ~~.:..:-er l. ;Ji:ipo:Lr;::.Oc. :-: .:;o z:.:.: ~:- ~ :c: 
lrr.-0·1 - ~6 '"' ow >.o c~:trc el:· ir:::,O:·rne , a.~d UCC''!.:'r .. e, Ln .o"c...,J.c .: r .. ._., ... ,, .. 
x::.:1- t.r:-is :'ire tor. :-oGit.~0'1 ever :x' . ;f: .on t..E- bird sto,_ e.i , · . { 1 ·1 • .:.··ct: a 
cc .,~ .. !Ot:.s :"ui:. oJ..."' ~ ·.!.. _~:..re 

1 
:~ rcing t~ c c e\i.' to ,\.~ t.~ ~ .,,, • c.. ..:-:.. --- c .. J.. ... 

of r>::i1~odi 'I:li tiono, I J:!. H ab: t ~o proceed nor :,:., · J '".:..'1C ~ r , c . 
I . ~d (' ' .. . c, . .,, M + ~ ~.' .. L\. e S_ .. ;~llL.C l.TrOT) J' ~10SlJ-"~1 ·c,o a uOJ~Cl~' ,:-"_rcr ... _ -~ . U' r y v ',e'\• , 

.:o .:•:• Crre !1 36 ap_e ::-ed ov r!,ee.c <Jii.rotl.S:. a rain of :l'~n.c :: ...,.t;r • c 
.·::o L.d :ire . Once a .. : --: , :1s : c :£.D.c: ~ne r:t.o"1•_.ca ('•c::: e , it, •.m:: . i "C - "" ...... -

''.:r cC: t o re tire . 

I hud ..;~·rcn 'olp JC.:. 1G re :..c ·wC: by tir, Md nor··(~ tc' '.I •:.::..: v c 
e· <..c: ·1• 1r:; , o.. 1d ·_:.~:-out . Si1d7 )5 t; en directed st:::' i!~c s · •1+..o t .~ o:::-r: 
I 1-'~:J ble to : ovc rapidly vo· ·ard t··,e stri'ce 1 L co-1 lot' ·Y' o: 
t.nd .:.~tie i)o.3e of the rid..;e , a:c:.'.'. tI.u~ r. ;1.~ c~c 
o-,o .. :.c'•.d cn..1opy ru:.c sct . .,lco 1 ~·· irror 0:- t 

, i.n-Jc 
-.-e.:.167 . 

c " tri ::o , 
,. of 
c .~an<ly 

bi:!·~· , I .!..ndica. i:.ed my position. 
po :::.:..tion ::;out.h, U!J the ridgo . 
r.:ry r .r ~i.1g , O'l."frs .ot, ret1u·ne 

ct t s tr !..:!'fed t:1e rid~e :'-:.·on , ry 

a:; :· r. \,~e ·.:.rst two c'.ltte !pts, was 
fire . 

, J olle r Groen - 37 a re art.. · vor 
u l ly pieced no up . '.:.'he _;ic~:'lp 

under '..ntense and eccurc.te :J."'.C. l e.r: ~ 

·-~.c; ' >rnv~ r:r, self-sacrifice professioru>.l airma.~ 3L:.p , anc deter :16 t.:!..on 
t1 i cen,,ed oaves mo a mos t humble a·~d gr .. te.:'ul airm£l1 . 

!'.eco:·r:er.d t.h~t t:.e r!:.)ove cited cre\Js be G".wc.r de<l the d:;·~est possible 
deco .. ::\ t ·on bE::!'i ~t.'. •.; t1 eir extraordinary braver-; a.nC fearless co .• tl· ct :. . '\.ca 
of :::.o e1 · ~ 'Y sn .;;.ained intense n::ld uccurato fire, to saYe a f e: ::.'"lw cl.:-:·un . 

'.'",.. '\C i on 3 t~1~cn tr; t he above c.~e,\.10 to af"ect ~ picbtp \~ ;;..:> in :. .. a 
•. ... L .. v t:~ .... f : \,:..o . o~ v: ... e r~ir Force . 

.. ' • ; ' ' It... -.. ,. -- . . ,,. . -... .., ................. - .. ~ ... ..... .. 
- ~ ~ .. . 



COMMAND: "Want to give it 
a try?" 

"I'm tryuig right now." A 
few minutes and Jolly Green 37 
added, "I think we'vp 11:ot a _good 

I chance if you work over the area 
real well." 

"Hit \\'est of the chopper and 
north of the smoke. Jolly 
Green's getting firP." The ten­
sion was building in everyone's 
v01ce now. 

"Hils, hits, hits. I'm hlt, I'm 
hit." This from Jolly Green 37 
who was being raked by auto­
matic weapons fire as he Jow­
l ererl the rescue seal into the 
I jtmc;le f~r Buzze. Despite tJ1e 

fi1.·p he sia.Yed put over the colo­
nel. 

"Come on. baby," someone 
radioed in encouragement. 

"PUT SO~IE firP on the north 

!<ide of the chopper. I saw some 
rifle flashes the!'e." 

''Uh, Roger." 
" Then the triumphant shout 

"\Ve got the boy." 

The airwaves were jammed 
immediately with "yippees," 
"yahoos," and cries of "good 
work." 

"This is control. Thanks a Jot 
and your buddies loo. Without it 
we nevelj" would have gotten 
him. " This to lilr le;:ider of a 
fighte1· botnber flight. 

Buue was offered lhe hig shot 
of whisky J'e~"l!rved for all res­
cued airmen. It wa~ 4 hours and 
20 minutes sin<"e all thn~e red 
lights had flashed on in Buzze's 
cockpi1. 



THEY ftlEAN LIFE TO F AtLEN 
.\nother hrlirop\e1· alreacty 

was on the way logethe1 with 
111or!' fighter l10mhe1' rac1ni:; 
ahrad of 1 Thr\ r ird tn krrp ~ 
box of fire t1 round Buzze to 
screen him from lhe e n e m Y 
troops. 

'J .r to i ly ,,0. m 

No Pilot Bad Mouths~ 

Jolly Green Ciants 
But somE of U1• trMp< werr 

LT\Stde the bo:-. \\llh Buu:e. As 
one era.shed throu:i;h the Jun~le 
close to U1e a;rman. the pilot 
dived under i.ome fallen bamboo 
t.o hide. The soldier came 
within a few .fert of him and 
called out in broken English: 
''American pilot, me Communist 
soldier.'' The searcher missed 
Buae and mo\'cd on down the 
hi.U. 

By JORN T. WHEELER 
DA NANG, South Vietnam -

<A'l-As the sleek fighter rolled 
Jn !or another strafing pa s. its 
doom already was a [act. The 
neat row of machine-gun bltllet 
holes marked lhe points \\here 
steel-jacketed slugs had punched 
through to the vital innards or 
the American jet. 

One red light winked on, an 
uncompromising announcement 
of the plane's dealh thl'O('S. Bf'-
1"w thr Licht on the F-100's ll1· 
strument panel was lhe small 
ilgn. "Flight Control Fail." 

<"'OL. F'RAl'IK C'. Buzze felt 
tll!! :s-bck bet"'een his feet Ire,,ze. 

I 
BuzzP, of Solva.v. N Y .. pushPd 

the rad'o transmit button on his 
5tlck and called back, "Roger, 
Dusty 71 punchmg out.·• 

He armed and U1en fired his 
t!jection seat. Then he was tum­
bling through space above a 
Communist strongpoint aJong 
North Vietnam's supply line into 
the south. 

The peaceful-looking jungle 
below was crawling with enemy 
troops. Thcir natural hos ti lit' 
for .'\merican airmf'n had n.-;t 
bPt>n diminished by the hombu1g 
and strafing attaC'ks .iusl r;:i1·1·ierl 
out hy Buzze's flight of Super­
Sa~rs 

At this p()Jnt in ;:iny othrr 
war, Oil. Buzze would ha\P hf>Pn 
almost c!!rtain of bemg captured 
or killed. He certaml,v could nol 
have expected tht> scores of war­
pla.nt!s which saturated the coun­
tr~ slrl!! around him to hold off 
the !!ntmy troops. 

And although ther!' wet'" hPh­
eopler rrscues dunng U1e Ko­
rean "'ar, there has nn er been 
anything like the Jolly Green 
G1ants. 

TH E JOLLY Greens, as U1ey 
a re called with nea1· reverence 
by U.S. combat p1lots, have res­
cued more than 500 dm\ned 
crewmen in North Vietnam , 
Laos and South Vietnam. The 
cost to the members of the 37th 
Aemspace Rescue and Recoverv 
squadron has been about 40 
killed, wounded or mis~mg. 
About 10 choppers have been 

• 

• 
"IlESCUE J!'RO.)l the air 

1eemed 1rnposs1ble," Buae 1·e­
membered th 1 n k 1 n g . "lt ap­
peared senseless to e:\pose an~· 
Iurther rescue crews lo the ter· 
rible li:unfire. 

Jolly Green J6 look it for sev­
era.1 mmutes while the crew 

h IPd to get a r~~cue !me to 
Buzz:e. But the;v had to abandon 
lhe try and turned back Lo\\ ard 

I nil Nani!'. Cap1. .\ngPlo Pullam. 
or Lubbock. Te.\., U1c pllo!, was 
riead "ml Capt. Jerrold D. Ward. 
the copilot , wa<; wounded. Jolly 
Grf'en 56 hau done its best and 

For suzze and his would-be 
captors, the vio1ent drama went 
from a nearly unbearable pe~k 
to still higher levC'ls as fue mm­
utes turned into hours. 

I 

'JOLLY GIANT' HOISTS PILOT FROM JU!\GLE 
Copter Teams Have Rescued SOO Jet Crewmen. -AP. 

"Jet pilots ar!! 11 pn-tt~· in- .Mmutes later lhe SI yraiders 
dnidualistie Jot <tnd will argue unved and Buzze flash• d a tnJT· 
a bout almost anything, · 11ne ror s1gn!l-1 through an opening 
squadmn commander sa.id. "But ln the Jungle canop,v A Sky­
the sure way to start a n;;ht 15 rad1er .pilot s~tterl. I 1e fla1<h 
for someone to bad mouth the and wiggled lu~ w111;::; to let 
JoUy Greens. No one doe•. Buzze know he had beP 1 seen. 

Col. Buzze wasn"t thrnk1n~ of The Skyraiders bega 1 rolling 
rescue as his parachute ppe~ra, ln one by one tn "~am ile ·• the 
e \en though alert atr<'raft 1\ei·e area. fhat mr.a11L dl'OPI mg nap­
already flashing news of his fatP. aim and anUpersonnc bomhs 

.\s he neared the ground, bul- around B~e .,and she J!ing up 
Jets began whizzmg h.' his h<'ad the area with -0 mm !' 1ell5. 
<ts U1e Commllnist soldier~ The attack was m th• ruck of 
opened fire . Buzze dropped mto tim!!. Buzze heard the ' earchmg 
a bamboo thicket l!n!!my tl'Oops closmg u on him 

from all directions. 

But for the pilot~. i~olated in 
their cockpits, then• was almost 
a. ho-hum tone 111 their radio 
conversations. 

The forward a..1r conh·ollrr 
CFACI m a monotone · "He 
should be JUSl about under us 
now. Paste that ridge line again, 
please." 

A SJ\YRAIDER pilot: "Okay, 
wr re atlackmg the gUn positions 
now." 

H.P~cue commander. "Uh, 
.Roger." 

''I've got the prlot in s~glit " 
!'his ll'Otn Jolly Grf'en 37, lhe 
third rescue hel!copler. 

"Uh, Roger, can you get him." 

"l wouldn 't he surprised. J 
thmk 11·., pretty safe. The area's 
b<Jlll bed OU I. " 

One or the fll'SI things hr 
heard were "man.' 1·01cr s ~hou1. 
ing what appeared lo be com­
mands Then the fmng died 
d 0\\-11 ... 

Jollv Green ~7 was corn· 1 

mand~ by Capt. Robert L. 
Powell of Frammgton, :\la.•<;. He 
and lus C'Opilol, ~laj. PowE'll 
.Moore of Wheilton, ?.Id., scanned 
thC' area heluw for enemy ll'OOPS 
while the mr<'hantc , S-Sg1 .• lnhn 
p, Rogf't"Scrl of Williamston, 

;UINUTES LATER tr e unmis- N c antl lhc pararescueman. 
takeable noise of I elicopter Air~an 1-C David w. Slinger 
blades anno~ced the < rrival of Inf Trenton, Fla , got ready Cor 
Jolly Green ;i6. The ca noflaged the rescue attempt. 

,\R,'1.ED ONLY I\ ilh a pi•tol hellco~lcr spotted a Jen gun _ ______ _ 
a.nd hunting knite, Buue began fl.are fired by Bll.lze an slopped 
moving a\\<ay from the i·oites r!~ht over th~ downec colonel. 
hoping to fmd an area where 'Ihe .Commwust troop opened 
the Jolly Greens could pick him up with everything the ' had. 



: GIANT: A Jolly Green Giant rescue heli~Jer:hovers 
jungle somewhere in._South v · · to 

air...£o· ·• ~ e. 

In any other war, Col. F ·ank More panels ripped awaft and 
C. Buzze, of Solvay, N. Y .• Buzze dropped heavily iD~ 
would have faced almost cer- bamboo thicket. 
tain capture or de at h. But Minutes later the Skyr~ 
when he parachuted out ot his arrived, and Buzze ftashed la 
shot-up jet fighter over N° •nh mirror signal through an open­
Vietnam, he knew that 1 clp ing in the jungle. The Skyr~ 
would be on the way. The c nly ers spotted it and began rollin1 
question was whether it wo .tld in one l>Y one to "s~ti.ze" the 
reach him in time. area. That meant dropping _. 

Although there were belie >p- palm and anti-personnel bo~s 
ter rescues during the KorE an around Buzze and shooting u 
War, there had never been ai y- the area. They came in ~e 
thing like the Jolly Green CH- nick of time. Buzz e heard 
ants. The Jolly Gr~ns. as th !Y searching enemy troops ~ 
are called with near reveren :e ing in from all directions. 
by United States combat 1 i- Minutes later, the unmistak­
lots, have rescued more thin able noise of helicopter blades 
500 downed crewmen in Nori h announced the arrival of Jol,JJ­
Vietnam, Laos, and South Vie - Green 56. The camou.ftag 
nam. The cost to the member> helicopter spotted a flare fired 
of the 37th Aerospace Rescu ! by· Buzze and stopped right 
and Recovery Squadron ha ; over the downed .flier. 
been about 40 killed, wounded Jolly Green withstood wi~ 
or missing. About 10 choppen ering enemy fire for several 
have been lost. UJ r minutes while the crew tried to 
f, ~)[ -"fr~.,-n'escent. get a rescue line to Buzze .. But 

a_ ttl . ~ they had to abandon the trj 
Col. Buzze wasn't thinking and turn back toward Da Nang, 

only of rescue as bis parachute Capt. An_gelo Pullara, of Lub­
opened, even though alert air- boc . TeJt....J1>.e .i>Jl9t._V@s deiia,. 
craft were a 1 ready ftasl)ing and Capt. Jerrold D. Ward, the 
news of his fate, and at Da co-pilot, was wounded. Jolly 
Nang, a helicopter and a .flight Green 56 had done its best. 
of Skyraiders were already be- Rescue Seat Used 
ing launched. 

Buzze was worried about get­
ting on the ground alive. The 
shock of the chute opening 
ripped two panels out of t h e 
orange nylon canopy when it 
bi~somed over bis head. As he 
nea d the ground, .bullets be­
gan ~zing by his head as 
communist soldiers opened fire . 

So, while the Skyraiders con­
~ued to do their best to pro­
ect Buzze, Jo!l.l__~en 37 made 
ts way to tne scene. Jolly 

~ ireen 37 was· commanded by 
c ~apt. Robert . L. Powell, of 
1 'ramingham, Mass. He and 
tis co-pilot, Maj. Powell Moore, 
o ' Wheaton, Md., were accom­
p ulied by S/Sgt. John P . Rog­
e. son, of Williamston, N. C., 
a1 d Airman l/c David W. Sling-I' 
e1 , of Trenton, La. 

While the chopper took a 
st earn of hits from automatic 
Wt apons, the crew lowered a 
re. cue seat into the jungle for 
Bll ae. He made ii into the seat 
an1 I was lifted into the 'copter. 

l uzze recalled later that as 
the rescue seat was b e in g 
win ::bed up to the chopper, 1\:J 
wa: .. happy and relieved." ' 

" Jut, most of all, I was hum­
ble over the self-sacrifiC'lt raw 
cow age, a n d determinati~ 
den cmstrated by all those who 
foua hl to r~cue me ... he said. 
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William H. Pitsenbarger was the first ainnan to be awarded the Air Force Cr )SS posthumously. The Air Force 
Sergeants Association presents an annual award for valor in his honor. 

The Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Service is legendary for heroism in pe; ce and war. No one better 
exemplifies its motto, "That Others May Live," than Bill Pitsenbarger. He descended voluntarily into the hell of 
a jungle firefight with valor as his only shield--and valor was his epitaph. 
First appeared in October 1983 issue. 

Tail No. : 62-4511 Model: HH-43 Date of Loss: 28 Oct 66 
Country of Loss: SVN Call Sign: Pedro 42 

Co-Pilot: George H. (Spike) Bonnell (12E-62) 
Position Unk: Francis D. Rice (I I E-124) 

L nit: 3 gth ARRS, Pleiku 

Notes: Aircraft crashed while attempting to take off from base on a medical :vacuation mission. 

Tail No: 65-12779 Model: HH-3E Date of Loss: 6 Feb 67 
Country of Loss: NVN Call Sign: Jolly Green 05 

Pilot: Patrick H. Wood (15E-1) 
Co-Pilot: Richard A. Kibbey (l4E-129) 
Flight Engineer: Donald J. Hall (14E-129) 

Lnit: 38th ARRS 

Notes: Helicopter was hit by ground fire while flying SAR for NAIL 65; era h site located atop 900 meter 
karst. 

Additional Notes: Shot down 6 Feb 67 on his first mission flying an HH3E J )lly Green Giant rescue chopper. 
They just picked up a downed pilot and were leaving the area when they we1 ! hit with AA. The pararescueman, 
Duane Hackney was rescued shortly after winning the AF Cross for his effo1 ts and eventually became a Chief 
Master Sergeant in the Security Police. He retired from a squadron which I c )tnmanded. Three others and my 
dad where MIA from that flight. Lucius Heiskell, Donald Hall, and the other pilot were listed as missing in 
action and still are (I can't remember the pilots name, l'll send it later). He le t behind my mom, me 45, brothers 
David 3 7 and John 32 and sister 44. Mom died eleven years later of a broker heart. She never remarried and 
only found contentment the last year of her life when the AF had a final dete mination board to settle life 
insurance and give finality that she really needed. She didn't want to let go, tut had given up all hope. We miss 
them both and remember them with fondness and much love. They were per ect parents like June and Ward 
Clever. Thanks Lt. Col. Richard A. Kibbey Jr., USAF Tuesday, January 26, 999 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Tail No.: Model: HH-3E Date of Loss: 16Feb 67 Unit: 371
h ARRS, Quang Tri 

Country of Loss: Laos Call Sign: Jolly Green 56 

Pilot: Angelo Pullara (l5E-50) 

Notes: Low Jolly Green was Jolly Green 56. High Jolly was Jolly Green 07. Attempted rescue of F-100 pilot 
Dusty 71. Dusty 82 was orbiting overhead 'till JG arrived. Location given as 045/ 19 off channel 72. Also given 
as XC8752 and later as coordinates 1555-10645. 
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Covey 54 (F AC) was overhead. Jolly Greens were out of Quang Tri. Info gi' en (first) that ground fire came 
from left side, then right side. Last report from crew was "from 12 o'clock." >ullara died almost instantly after 
being hit. Co-pilot wounded in ann and somewhat confused as to where fire ;arne from. Dusty 71 was on the 
side of a hill and ground fire was corning from valley floor and also from rid ~e line above pilot. Both Jolly 
Greens departed for Saravane without picking up the pilot. Sandy 5, Hobo 3: and others sanitized the area. 
Jolly Green 36 & 37 from NKP arrived. JG 36 (low bird) hit in aft end and n ported a fuel cell hit also. More 
sanitation including napalm when Sandy 7 & 8 arrived. JG 37 made successful pickup of the pilot and RTB 
NKP. 
From Torn Garcia. 

Tail No. : 65-07932 Model: UH-IF Date of Loss: 31Mar67 U 1it: 20'h Helicopter Sq. 
Country of Loss: Laos Call Sign: Green Hornet 

Pilot: Robert L. Baldwin ( l 7E-77) 

Notes: Unanned aircraft were perfonning a number of outstanding missions. Maj. Baldwin was the 
commander of " E" flight. Shot while in flight. 

Tail No.: Model: GND 
Country of Loss: SVN 

Date of Loss: 7Nov 67 
Call Sign: 

Non-Crew: Melvin 0. Welborn (29E-46) 

Notes: 

Tail No: 66-13279 Model: HH-3E Date of Loss: 9 Nov 67 
Country of Loss: Laos Call Sign: Jolly Green 26 

Co-Pilot: Ralph W. Brower (29E-56) 
Flight Engineer: Eugene L. Clay (29E-57) 
P.J .: Larry W. Maysey (29E-60) 

Location of Loss: J 6 l 458N I 065258E (YCO 12973) 

U 1it: 391h ARRS, 

U 1it: 37th ARRS, DaNang 

Notes: Aircraft was hit on takeoff by ground fire after MEDEVAC of USA r ersonnel. Pilot awarded MOH for 
this mission. Additional Infonnation: On November 8, 1967, two Air Force' Jolly Greens" (#26 and #29) from 
the 3 7th Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Squadron were scrambled from D< Nang Air Base at 1505 hours for 
an emergency extraction of five surviving members of a Special Forces reco1 maissance team which had 
suffered heavy casualties while operating deep in a denied area in Laos. The ~ecovery effort was to be recorded 
by the Squadron as one of the largest and most hazardous on record. 

The two Air Force helicopters were advised by forward air control to hold w ii le three Anny UH I B gunships 
softened the area with rockets and machine gun fire. An Air Force CJ30 gun ;hip, meanwhile, provided flare 
support for the mission. At 16302, Jolly Green 29 picked up the three indige ious personnel before being driven 
off by hostile fire . Damaged, Jolly Green 29 left and made an emergency Jan :ling at Khe Sanh. 20 minutes later, 
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in northern Laos, very close to the North Vie1narnese border, surrounded 

by enemy troops. He kept his head, aided the Search and Rescue Task 

Force, and although in an indisputably hazardcus position, was recovered 

safely. In the other, the pilot went down "fEet wet" in the Gulf of 

Tonkin, under circumstances which should have led to an easy recovery. 

Instead, he panicked, complicated the efforts of his would-be rescuers, 

and in an unlikely sequence of events, managec to make the Killed in 

Action lists. 

Everything Right 

On 27 February 1967, Captain James S. Wal~ridge led an F-105 flight 

in a strike against a truck park and suspected truck convoy in northeastern 

Laos. While preparing for a strafing pass against the convoy, Otter 1, 

Captain Walbridge's aircraft, was hit by AAA fire and flamed out. With 

his aircraft on fire, he headed in a westerly iirection in an attempt to 

reach a safe bailout area, and when repeated a:tempts at airstarts failed, 

he set himself up and ejected at 8,500 feet. "he following, in his words, 

was extracted from his debrief. It shows the 11any correct acti ans he 

took; actions which irrmeasurably aided him and the SAR Task Force in his 
.l! 

recovery . 

CHft.O E~IE 11f\, S.£ f\ 
/'1~"(-1~7 1 

... I trimmed the nose high, airspeed at 220 knots, 
placed my feet back, sat erect, pullld leg- braces 
up, gripped arm rests, and squeezed 1 he trigger. 
The chute deployed automatically aboit 60 feet 
above the faUing aircraft with minin al shock. 
After putting my visor up, I checked the canopy 
and aU was 0. K. I then unfastened n y oxygen mask 
to breathe easier, and noticed the ai rcra.ft i.mpa.ct 
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in a dense jungZe area 1 and 1/2 miles i o the east, 
and white doing this, turned T11]Lbeeper i adio off. 
I Looked for a 'landing area, and siippec my chute 
up a hi Z Z toward an open [Zat rock Q.l"ea on top of 
the mountain. I made it about three qu.c. rters of 
the way up the mountain side, and as I a?proached 
the jungZe canopy, I saw that I wouZd Za'Ui in the 
trees . So I reconnected the oxygen mask, put the 
helmet visor daJn rotection ut m head in 
-"-~~.,,..-~-=-...__,;,~~---~~~~~r~mMy~ann~'~ts1 and 

Captain Walbridge came to rest against a tree trunk about 85 feet 

above the ground. He straddled a large branch, and after contacting his 

flight on his RT-10 survival radio to give them hi~ position and physical 

condition, secured himself to the tree. The SAR e1fort was already under 

way, and Otter 2 descended to get a closer look at the situation . 

... As Otter 2 came doi.,m, I oouZd see him through a 
smaZZ hoZe in the tree canopy, and as he ~ame past, 
I heard about ten smaZZ anns shots. I catted him on 
the radio and said, "The1 are shooting at you'clJstay 
~!" I then took one ar;ie drink from . "Y b y 
bottZe suppZy which I aarr~ed in my G-sui ~ . I tied 
the parachute shrouds and survival.. kit to the tree 
with suspension Unes, took a knife, puU.?d up the 
dinghy which was hanging dot,Jn through the trees 
in a noticeabZe position, and punctured i · :. I then 
stowed it in the crotch of the tree. I tc :lked on 
the radio to Otter [tight and toZd them I wouZd be 
off the air ~or about ten minutes and the1 return. 
I then open.e the survival pack, removed the items, 
putting fZares in my fZight suit pocket, ~ith the 
smoke type in my G-suit pocket. I stu.ffec aZZ the 
survivaZ items that I aouZd in pZaces on ny person 
to re are or ossible evasion in as l' ht a 
trave ing condition as poss~ e prov~ l1ieard 
someone come up the hiZZ. I took the para~hute 
Zines and tied the emergency radio, mirror, and 
whistle to my survival vestt and removed t1e para­
chute beeper rad.io ana stro e ti.ght. sand.1 lead 
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gave a call for Otter 1 and I answe1ed that I 
could read him 5 by 5. He asked wh~re I was, 
my condition, and if there were unfriendlies 
in the area. I said, "I am fine, czt: proximate­
ly 25 feet under the chute ~anopy, c 5 feet up a 
tree, will stay here for pick-up, ari that I 
had hea:rd shooting in the valley." He said, 
"Do you have any smoke flares?" Anc I reported 
I had six, three from kit and three I personally 
carried. I then set up a listening ~atch and 
busied myself tying other survival gear to my 
person~ such as watch, hatchet, an<lfood. I 
took t e beeper radio and put it in ~ pocket 
of my flight suit so that when rese?.4ed, I 
would not leave any radios to the er.emy that 
they might use to sucker others intc a false 
resaue att~t. Approximately 30 mi rrutes later, 

·another fl~t of A-lEs called Fireflies relieved 
the Bandies on rescap. They made ccritact with 
me, established where I was, and the Bandies 
left the area. Firefly 'lead told me to stay on 
frequency as he was going to lay dor.. ri CBUs. He 
cautioned me to fasten myself to the tree and 
not to be concerned about the noise. Also, to 
give him red smoke when he ca'lled fc~ it so he 
could pinpoint me for his bombing ruri. At his 
corrmand, I activated the red smoke, znd he di­
rected Firefly 2 and 3 to lay dor,)n t~eir CBUs 
doi,m slope from me. In about ten miriutes I 
heard the Jolly Greens approach by m~ans of 
engine sounds. The Firefly directea the Jolly 
Green to my parachute. I called the Jolly Green 
and asked if he could see me and he :mswered 
that he couUJ. and asked if I was in 7ood shape. 
I said, "Roger, I cun in tree, 25 feet below 
canopy that you can see, tied to a t~ee and 
ready for pickup. " The chOpper hOve red over 
me, and I then put my flying helmet ~n and visor 
down for protection on the way up. rhe para­
medic lowered the jungle penetrator, guiding 
it to me by leaning out the door. 1 took it, 
opened the zipper bag on top, wrappei the nylon 
strap around me and fastened the cat,h, opened 
the seat plate, wrapped my legs arou1d the pene­
trator, sat on the plate, then took ny knife and 
cut myself loose from the tree. At this time, the 
tree was swaying from the rotor downJash and it 
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he Zped t o be tied to the tree. I Zookec' up, 
gave the thwnbs up sign to the '{XU'amedic , and 
they puZZed me up to the door of the afu. pper. 

Captain Walbridge commented that the ride back to Nakhon Phanom, 

Thailand, was the best helicopter ride in the world. His ride back, 

however, was to a great extent possible by his own actions in the air-

craft before eject i ng, while descending in his par~chute, and while in 

the jungle; he had done everything right. 

Everything Wrong 

Not so fortunate was a young backseat Lieuten1nt who had every­

thing going for him, except himself. On 27 Decemb1!r 1967, Carbine 1, 

an F-4C from Da Nang, was hit by probably automatil: weapons fire five 

miles west of Quang Khe, 60 miles north of the Dem· litarized Zone (DMZ) 

in North Vietnam. The aircraft c001Tiander managed 10 nurse the crippled 

aircraft about 20 miles out over the Gulf of Tonkir, giving both Air 

Force and Navy SAR forces ample time to get the rescue operation under 

way . The sea state was mild, and both pilots were in their rafts and 

sighted when the helicopters arrived about 35 minutes after ejection. 

The aircraft c001Tiander popped smoke, and was picked up by a Navy HU-2 
3/ 

without significant difficulty.- The backseater, 1owever, was busily 

paving the way to his own early demise. With Jolly Green 04, an HH-3£ 

helicopter from the 37th ARRS at Da Nang, in a 30 t> 40 foot hover over 

him, the Lieutenant refused to leave his raft, even though both sides 
4/ 

of his life preserver were inflated.- The downwash of the big heli-

copter simply blew him out from under the rescue ail-craft. A Rescue 
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projecting sllTlp drain of the HH-3E when he fell fror 1 the helicopter, 

leaving him without flotation. However, it appeare< that the primary 

cause of the · a~cident lay in the fatal lapse of memcry, on the part 

of the fighter pilot, about well-known and well-briefed hoist procedures 

and techniques. 
~ 

Neither of the foregoing is an extreme example of the adventures 

undergone by downed aircrew members between 1964 and 1971, but both 

serve to illuminate the many facets of escape, evasi)n, and survival 

during the period. Training, planning, familiarity ~ith Life Support 

equipment, awareness of SAR methods, keeping a clear head and avoiding 

injury or shock, al l are reflected in the portrayed !Xamples. 

Captain Walbridge's every action, from the time he was first hit, 

was calculated to give both him and his rescuers the highest chances 

for successful recovery. He ill1Tlediately headed his 1-105 away from 

the target area and toward a safer ejection point; he selected an 

eject-decision altitude and stuck to it, ejecting after making certain 

he was thoroughly set up for it and in position; he looked around for 

the best landing area during his descent. and then steered his 

parachute toward it; seeing he would land in trees, h~ followed perfect 

tree-landing procedures to best protect himself from injury; he turned 

his beeper off so that it would not drown out his voi :e transmissions. 

After Captain Walbri dge came to a stop in the tree, h! displayed 

excellent judgment i n lashing himself and his gear to the tree, and taking 

a long drink of water to help him avoid shock. Then lie set about helping 
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Copter Rescues Flier 
Caught in N. Viet Tr·ee 

Saigon, MM"Ch 1 (Combined Servkes)-Ai· Force 
Capt. James Waldridge, his F-105 Thunderchief jet blasted 
from the air by Communist ground tire, dangled for an 
hour and a half yesterday from a North Vietnam1 se tree, 
trapped in his parachute harness. 

He was 100 miles behind the --------
enemy lines in an uea aa rugged 
u can be found in Vietnam. In 
this region supply roads from 
North Vietnam cross Into nearby 
Laotian jungles, which shelter 
the Ho Chi Minh Tr.4il, and then 
ronrse down into South Vietnam, 
a zone in which o. cloak-and-dag­
ger "silent war" ii widely 
suspected. 

The Williamsport, I a., flier 
used his rescue radio to alert 
re~ruers, 11nd four Air F •re• AlE 
si.. vraiden •wept in lov to pro­
vide cover durine- th• 1 ronlzin~ 
wait !or a helicopter. 

After 90 minutes, the lumhf'r­
inr "Jolly Green Giant, ' with a 
rescue cable that can be Jowerecl 

. into the trees, arrived. At the 
' other end o! the cable vas Air­

man 2d Cl. Franklin D. SLevson, 
2:-i, of OsslnlnA', N. Y. 

It was the eighth pl kup !or 
Sti!vson, whose daring rescue 
work won him .the Di:sti 1guished 
F lyini:i; Cross for a North Vietnam 
pickup Dec 6. Stevson, 1 ho com­
bines rescue duties wi1 h 1ong­
"' riling and singing, e lnJ<' his 
"Ballad ot the Jolly Green 
Giants" on Bob Hop&'s C 1ristmas 
TV show. 

Waldridge had high p; aise for 
hie rescuers. "Beautiful job," he 
saicl when he got b11cl, a bit 
shaken, to South Vieln: m. --.ii 
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in northern Laos, very close to the North Viet1amese border, surrounded 

by enemy troops. He kept his head, aided the )earch and Rescue Task 

Force, and although in an indisputably hazardoJs position, was recovered 

safely. In the other, the pilot went down "fe~t wet" in the Gulf of 

Tonkin, under circumstances which should have led to an easy recovery. 

Instead, he panicked, complicated the efforts >f his would-be rescuers, 

and in an unlikely sequence of events, managed to make the Killed in 

Action lists. 

Everything Right 

On 27 February 1967, Captain James S. Walt ridge led an F-105 flight 

in a strike against a truck park and suspected truck convoy in northeastern 

Laos. While preparing for a strafing pass aga·nst the convoy, Otter l, 

Captain Walbridge's aircraft, was hit by AAA f·re and flamed out. With 

his aircraft on fire, he headed in a westerly cirection in an attempt to 

reach a safe bailout area, and when repeated a1tempts at airstarts failed, 

he set himself up and ejected at 8,500 feet. lhe following, in his words, 

was extracted from his debrief. It shows the rrany correct actions he 

took; actions which inmeasurably aided him and the SAR Task Force in his 
ll 

recovery . 

·..= \h..'1.. l F~. t: it1.. \ lf­

/ 11.: .. 1-1 I 71 

... I trinuned the nose high, airspeed lt 220 knots, 
placed my feet back, sat erect, pullei leg- braces 
up, gripped arm rests, and squeezed t1e trigger. 
The chute deployed automatically abou~ 60 feet 
above the falling aircraft with minimzl shock. 
After putting my visor up, I checked ~he canopy 
and all was O.K. I then unfastened m1 oxygen mask 
to breathe easier, and noticed the ai•craft impact 
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··-·· 
gave a caU for Otter 1 and I answer, ?d that I 
aou ld read him 5 by 5. He asked whe . 'e I was, 
my condition, and if there were unfP'.endlies 
in the area. I said, "I am fine, apj >roximate­
ly 25 feet under the chute canopy, Bi feet up a 
tree, will stay here for pick-up, arul that I 
had heard shooting in the valley. 11 

• fe said, 
"Do you have any smoke flares?" And I reported 
I had six, three from kit and three . · person.ally 
carried. I then set up a listening natch and 
busied myself tying other survival g1 :ar to my 
person such as watch, hatchet, ana_ 'ood. I 
took the beeper radio and put it in cc pocket 
of my flight suit so that when resc:u1:d, I 
would not leave any Y.adios to the e~ my that 
they might use to sucker others into a false 
resc:ue attem~t. Approximate Zy 30 minutes later, 

· another [Zig t of A-lEs called Firef:ies relieved 
the Sandies on rescap. They made co1 :tact !J)ith 
me, established where I was, and the Sandies 
left the area. Firefly lead told me to stay on 
frequency as he was going to lay dow7 : CBUs. He 
cautioned me to fasten myself to the tree and 
not to be concerned about the noise. Also, to 
give him red smoke when he cal Zed foJ • it so he 
could pinpoint me for his bombing ru1.. At his 
corrrnand, I activated the red smoke, end he di­
rected Firefly 2 and J to lay down tleir CBUs 
down slope from me. In about ten mi1utes I 
heard the Jolly Greens approach by mEan.s of 
engine sounds. The Firefly directed the Jolly 
Green to my parachute. I called the Jolly Green 
and asked if he could see me and he <nswered 
that he coul,d and asked if I was in ~ ood shape. 
I said, "Roger, I am in tree, 25 fee 1 below 
canopy that you can see, tied to a tJ •ee and 
ready for pickup. 11 The chOpper hOveJ ecI over 
me, and I then put my flying he Zmet c n and visor 
down for protection on the way up. ~ 'he para­
medic lowered the jungle penetrator, guiding 
it to me by leaning out the door. I took it, 
opened the zipper bag on top, wrappec' the nylon 
strap around me and fastened the catch, opened 
the seat plate, wrapped my legs arou1d the pene­
trator, sat on the plate, then took n y knife and 
cut myself loose from the tree. At 1his time, the 
tree was swaying from the rotor do!JJnL ash and it 
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lie Lped to be tied to the tree. I Looked up, 
gave the thwnbs up sign to the '{Xll'amedici and 
they pulled me up to the door of the cho1per. 

Captain Walbridge cooimented that the ride bacl to Nakhon Phanan, 

Thailand, was the best helicopter ride in the worl d. His ride back, 

however, was to a great extent possible by his own actions in the air-

craft before ejecting, while descending in his pari chute, and while in 

the jungle; he had done everything right. 

Everythin_g Wrong 

Not so fortunate was a young backseat Lieuteni nt who had every­

thing going for him, except himself. On 27 Decemb1 ?r 1967, Carbine 1, 

an F-4C from Oa Nang, was hit by probably aut001ati 1: weapons fire five 

miles west of Quang Khe, 60 miles north of the Dem litarized Zone (DMZ) 

in North Vietnam. The aircraft ccmnander managed :o nurse the crippled 

aircraft about 20 miles out over the Gulf of Tonki 11, giving both Air 

Force and Navy SAR forces ample time to get the re·.cue operation under 

way. The sea state was mild, and both pilots were in their rafts and 

sighted when the helicopters arrived about 35 minu :es after ejection. 

The aircraft ccmnander popped smoke, and was picked up by a Navy HU-2 
3/ 

without significant difficulty .- The backseater, however, was busily 

paving the way to his own early demise. With Joll.1 Green 04, an HH-3E 

helicopter from the 37th ARRS at Da Nang, in a 30 :o 40 foot hover over 

him, the Lieutenant refused to leave his raft, eve 1 though both sides 
4/ 

of his life preserver were inflated.- The downwas l1 of the big heli-

copter simply blew him out from under the rescue a rcraft . A Rescue 
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, ... • . 

projecting sllllp drain of the HH-3E when he fell from the helicopter, 

leaving him without flotation. However, it appeared that the primary 

cause of the · a~cident lay in the fatal lapse of memo~y, on the part 

of the fighter pilot, about well-known and well-brie~ed hoist procedures 
8/ 

and techniques.-

Neither of the foregoing is an extreme example nf the adventures 

undergone by downed aircrew members between 1964 and 1971, but both 

serve to illuminate the many facets of escape, evasicn, and survival 

during the period. Training, planning, familiarity ~ith Life Support 

equipment, awareness of SAR methods, keeping a clear head and avoiding 

injury or shock, all are reflected in the portrayed examples. 

Captain Walbridge 1 s every action, from the time ie was first hit, 

was calculated to give both him and his rescuers the iighest chances 

for successful recovery. He irrmediately headed his F·l05 away from 

the target area and toward a safer ejection point; he selected an 

eject-decision altitude and stuck to it, ejecting aft1! r making certain 

he was thoroughly set up for it and in position; he l1 1oked around for 

the best landing area during his descent. and then stEered his 

parachute toward it; seeing he would land in trees, he followed perfect 

tree-landing procedures to best protect himself from injury; he turned 

his beeper off so that it would not drown out his voice transmissions. 

After Captain Walbridge came to a stop in the tree, he displayed 

excellent judgment in lashing himself and his gear to the tree, and taking 

a long drink of water to help him avoid shock. Then h? set about helping 
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59-1745 F-1050 
During a mission Neptune Flight were p1Jlling off their 

bomb run on the Khe Bo military storage area ~hen they sighted 
approximately 12 wooden barges. The flight rolled in 
to strafe. Neptune 1 & 2 made two passes each. Captain Harry J. 
Hennigar, Jr. in Neptune 3 rolled in and began ~ ulling out of his 
second pass when he reported a rough engine ; ind partial loss 
of power. With Neptune 4 on his right wing he c imbed to 12,000 
feet and took up a 220 degree heading. Approxi nately 2 minutes 
later Neptune 4 observed a large stream of fire 1 :oming from 
Hennigar's tail pipe. At the same time Hennigar called to say he 
was rapidly loosing power and he began to des1 :end to 
approximately 9,000 feet with an airspeed of 231 I knots. At 8,000 
feet hennigar called that he was bailing out. Ne11tune 4 observed 
the ejection and sighted a good chute. A beepe1 ·was 
emmediatley heard and was turned off approxin latley 30 
seconds later. Neptune 4 heard Hennigar report that he was in 
good condition in a tree. Neptune 1 & 2 immediettely climbed to 
15,000 feet and initiated Rescap, Neptune 4 remained at 7,000 
feet to maintain visual contact. Rescap was maintained until the 
Jolly Green arrived. Captain Hennigar was reco· 1ered and taken 
to NKP then flown back to Korat. Neptune Fligh : stated that no 
flak was observed at any time during the strafing passes on the 
barges and speculate that the engine damage t< 1 Hennigar's 
aircraft was caused by automatic weapons fire 1vhich could not 
be observed in the heavy haze. 28/2/67. 
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Hqs ARRS (iBOOR:R) . 
IN 'TUlUI Cow. I. _of 01Js.L .. q 

(C/GP4) While on routine precautionary orbit over the Gul~ · of Tonkin 
(position 1800N/10710E) on 12 Feb 67, Crown Bravo (USAF HU· 16) received 
notification by radio that the creWIIi!mbers of flare 105 ( li~ N hA5C) had 
bailed out at 2012N/10624E at 054JZ hours. Cro'Wtl Bravo inwed.iately 
contacted Astronaut ( USN SAR Destroyer) arA. offered assistcnce if 
needed. At 0549Z hours Astronaut requested t hat Cl"Ollll Bra'o proceed to 
the SA.it area. J.s Crown Bravo moved north, tw Navy helicof ter~, l.ooeef'oot 
68 ani Astronaut Angel, were dispatched to the scene. SubEequent information 
from Showtine 603 (USN E-2A) confinmd that the two crewnv;:Jibers had ejected 
from flare 105. The first uurvivor was sighted one hal.f mile from the coast 
at 0558Z hours, the second survivor ....as sighted at 06l2Z hcurs. Showti.me 
60.3 turther reported tiui t an enemy junk was approaching the tl«> survivors. 
At that time o~e of the aircraft of a Battle Cry flight (~N F-4.B' s) fired 
a Sparrow Mi.ssle at the junk, which was then approxiniately :me mile from 
t bs survivors. The missile missed the junk but the attempt proved successful 
in causing the · enemy jwllc to reverse his course ·and stay clear of the area. 
Crown Bravo arrived at the . search area at 06.34Z hours Clld i miediately set 

.. up orbit. above Loosefoot 68, . which had already picked up on3 survivor and 
.~s .. attempting~: to ~ecover .. tl,le. other.~At~ approximately 065CZ hours t:l!e : 
1'Co',-pil0t;·--tt: Rapp, · noticed.-~re. '·Mrected· at:; Crown Bravo' md hitting the · 
~ier'1,: '8ch -~ CroWi" Bravtf ~nter~':-th~~ northem portion· of the orbit. '. 
... .. .. \ \ ~ •• • . ..... •. ~~ t • - · ¥1• ... v . .,,.,, , . .,,. ..,.. . ... .,. 
Subse<{':lent ·gunfire_, sightings . we~ · made.· bi au:· other crewmem oerii. The . crew.-----
:ws . un8.bl.e -to deterirlne~ th'e 'exact·· orlgm . ot tlie:··~ fire• . It a )pea.red to be ~ • 
~sman:"'cal'iber 'arld ·~~: !auirig: short~ 'of'"Crow_' Bravo. " Despit!! th·~ · &urifire . ~ I 
Cr0l.ii · &~vo contiilued"' tc:>"'orbit in ·oi=der" t.a·'' oo'ver Loosefoot SS in case of · ~ ~ 

lo'~.· • ' ' - .. .... .,. ·- ;,... .. , • .; .,. • • • • • z 
,trou,bl~ alid.- to draw. the ei:emy gunfire_ away ~m the helicop~er. ruli surVivo1 .; ~ ~ 
The. enemy._. then bega.n ,directing gunfire at LOosefoot 68 as w~ll as a t Crown ~ ~ 8" 
.Bravo·.~!. Cro'lifi. Brav0t iitiii'edf8.tely aw'ri.sed ( the .helicopter of this situation. -: $ = I 
rilter repeated wisuccess.t\U.' attempts::1:.0·' fuard. the s urvivor, Loosfoot 68 . - ~ ·e -~ 
' in;fomd ,Cro"Wn BraiO ·. that 'the 'survivor had 'a broken arm and was unable to a~ a I 

free himBelf . from...,. hl1s chute afui get into the sling. · Looser >ot 68 then . ~ • 8 ; 
settled on the wate:t'.~iri"'an . effort t.o· recover the a.irvivor. However, the -; : ~ · , 
rotor waeh ' pushed the~' eilrvivor under-:'water,· uiider the helicopter a.nd he ~ ; j . 
surfaced again in front. · Loosefoot 66 t hen developed an ov !r heated ~ 

tranBm1:ssion and wa.~.;· ... ~o .. r,.C,~ ..... t;.?.}e~t, n~.· o~y one .. ~! .~ survivors •. An . . , . 
. As~ro~t: Angel:,· -~~.~C~~!:'?.tel:r •. ~;~~~f~m._ ther· sc·i_ne was. requested .,'.,;·, ~v~ 
.to DX)Ve'.·~ .... an~~a~t~mp~~~~!,~~.~r.>:!\~t ._t~~-- !4~ Crown Br LVO assumed the : ' ~1jt.'}.~ 
role o_t Ch-Scene-comnirXier<as,. direct-~ b~ .• ~bor Y.a.s~er (~SJ Des_t~oyer} • . ~- · .··""' :~· 
_The Ast~nau,.t Angel .ar~i_.v,~;,..o-~~ 1jhe ~~c~!lBf.an~~eployed a,d. .ver _to cut the ~/;J; ~~~· 
_sur~Y.?~~.f):>~~s .. ~.~ut~::~d,f ~.~~~.l~s9t:. The ,.diver ~.s ,un.Me .to tree ,.,~·· .·. :;;;;. 
the survivor on the first attempt, so an attempt was . .aade . b lift him j? ·, ·.~· 

into tt:e, helicopte:; chute ~d~ all.-~~~ ~~ -~r. ~rown _.~a~ ~~ Astr1ona_u 1· .. ·a- l·~;. 
[R;ff..).~ .. ~~~~j1..:-,riJ-;i_~~-Dor~~-~- ~~~~'! .;-.earl . ltt~h:-' : ·~ · ~1J~:d 
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