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teohnician-checked,  
s were loaded 'in -, 
a picked •up -the re-
Phan. Rang.' On the' • 
e blades; after' 
been damaged' by f,t 
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was too steep. and rough to /and, so Pedro elected to pull 
"fe low hover to expedite getting out of the area hem 
11411i/ethe crew chief pulled the survivors in, the medical 
;them for- injury and administered first aid. Five survival 
1:4dro'44 (H11-43) and an empty UH-1D helicopter in the are 
.1BeLining five. All aircraft departed the area at 1720 for 
returg , fZight the crew noticed a peculiar whistle from ti 
aP44404;:it was confirmed that the left set of blades had 
:tqllshin'the' Confined pickup area. 

4.2-3-8-6 Feb (RCC Narrative) 

4PM47.4)Jally 

 

Green 05 and 36 received scramble instruCtiona at approiimately , 
 appq.,The:mission.wae to recover a downed 0-1F pilot.;  Nal1- 65 ., bi an'area'aorth- . 

$rest of'Dong Rot. Both Jolly Greens were airborne frzm alert base at 10051i. We 
roceeded_to the. area .with JO 05 as low bird and JG 36 aE high bird under escort 

e 'Sandys 7 and ei. We arrived in the area at 10351, and tte search by JG 05 was 
ponduoted five to ten miles northeast of the originally eported fix. SandYs 7 
ipad.8 reported voice contact with Nail 65 but were unablc.to positively locate 
Ids position; the Sandys also reported 37KM anti-aircraft fire in the-area. 
When the jolly Greens arrived in the area, yoice'Contact was lost. withlTai/. 65. 
iTsearch WaS . conducted by JO 05 but no contact was made Ivith the enrvivorrtthe , 	„ 
PJ.was lowered in' the suspected area with negative resuls. He was:.on'the ,  
P ,  • 

fround about. five minutes and reported 
the terrain very rugged and steep.: The 

WEIS bought . back into the JO and the search was cance led due to 'low clouds
!saving in, very rapidly. Both Jolly Greens reccvered at a]ert'base at 1305L. 
;cr*bled,again,at 1635 JO 05 and 36 proceeded to the sane -general.- area -to 
recover Nail 65. After JO 05 had started down to the search 'area, the PJ. in 
(IG, 36 rePorted_15 to 20' air bursts about 2C00 feet belovand-in -the ta. .alclock 
Tositio“ram.JG 36 One of the Sandys confirmed this an JG.56 -moved, ta the. 
Inortheast to 'avoid the area; altitude of JG 36 at the tine of the bursts- was-
ptween.1.0.,f214. 11 .thousand feet /EL.. JG 05 had voice .con . ;aot .with . Nail - 657and 
wide a'sucOesSf:ul'pickup at approximately 1735; they 'reported no ground fire 

Oing.i44reodyey. Less than one minute after reportinc- theaurvivoran 
pa944 andthat they (X1 .05) were pulling out, the co-pilot on JG705 - :tranamitted, 
Ye've:been hit, we've beenhitn. Sandys advised JG 05 . :o make it as-far~.santh 

pnd east-as possible. Another trsasmisaion from 05 to ta: effect that' they were 
On fire wae ,:heard. One of the Sandye told them that they were burning on top. 
?bout'two-to three minutes after jG 05 had reported being hit, a Sandy reported • 

at the helicopter., a.ad crashed and was burning. Clouds :.n the immediate area - 
ft'he pickup. were broken.to  overcast with b a.ses about 3000' MSL'and . topa-  - 

generally about 5000' MSL except for scattered areas' whe:e the tops were;higher.. 
me.of :the. mountain peaks in the.area were in the base of the clouds.The 
=dys.  were unable:to accompany either helicopter below the clouds. JO 36 . sighted 

It*, smoke_from.J.G 05 coming up through the overcast and spotted the actual' _ 
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wreckage about 1745;  the co-pilot and PJ saw two chutes , and some arangesaigual • 
Amoke•hear. the downed helicopter. A second pass was made with' the.wreckage on 
the,pilot's side of view; both the  pilot and flight mechanic saw a an waving s. 
)41..s  arms.  Thesurvivor was recovered on the third pass- ae was the PJ'fronS .  
0: 05. The inflight explosion of JG 05 had blown him—ciiiar of the aircraft  
at.200 1  altitude. The PJ pulled his rip cord and his chute opened just prior 
to contact with the ground. No one- was seen in•the other chute near thewreciage 
and it was, definitely nci -Tully deployed. JO 05 hit on the north side-of a • 
mountain.about,200'. from the top while heading south. The wreckage was•burmi]w• 
and confined to one localized area. No other signals or signs of life, were 
seen or heard by JO. 36 and we left the area about 1755., We observed no ground . 

 tire during the pickup of JO 05/s Pj. Communications wese good on both misrsiones 
ilowaverls oriental voices were heard both morning and afternoon on what was  
b'.iiieved.to•be UHF guard channel. 

Det 1-38-5-11 Feb (ROO Narrative) 

(U)At.10251, Detachment 1 . was contacted by the 326th Mec 
Company,: requesting a tactical immediate medical evacual 
US. Army. soldier. They stated that a hoist was required . 1 
Coordination was begun with the 35th TUOC for release wl 
1058L.s Pedro. 92 (HH743) 2  the alert helicopter 2  departed 
ships' s. Sidewinder s2 and 4, for the site of the medical t 
Fla= Rang.It was located in known VC territory and was 
search and destroy mission.. Upon arrival no direct. radic 
rade: with the ground party; however, contast was made 
through the Sidewinder aircraft. Smoke was deployed by  1 
isisndSwas• quite high with moderate turbulsnce. The site 
iodated in thefoothills of mountains up to 5000 ESL at 
100rees..An approach to a high hover was made to a sr 
the ground - party - was located. The forest penetrator' was
trees where•personnel on the ground helped the injured ! 
)ill.field gear and weapons were also brought up on the 
no hostile fire was encountered, the position was vulne: 
may .direction.. The soldier was given first aid by the mi 
prostration and a severely sprained ankle. 

61, 1-3-24-12 Feb ,  

(u).SAR objective: Two aircrew members of USN RA 	ls -5C ai 
;onkin Gulf southeast or  Nam Dinh. Crown Bravo (HU-16) i 
scene and two USN SA-3 helicopters were scrambled to th, •. 
And F-4s provided RE2CAP/RESC0ET for the rescue operati, 
se quickly 'recovered by Navy helicopter but the other 

;Ind was entangled in his parachute. Due to the injured  ; 
*et out of the parachute harness or get his knife. The 1 
. 91s the water and two men tried to pull the survivor int, 
rotor wash pushed him under water 7  under the helo and 
teopter. At that time it had to leave due to. a transmiss: 
Orsvy halo was.. called in. A diver was lowered to the wat. 

ical Branch, Delta.,' 
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with two Army gun . 
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'as 1800' indicated, 
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Ado for severe heat 

;raft downed in the 
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X. One of the survivors 
me had a broken -  arm-  . 
cm, he was unable to' 
lelo tried to hover . 
) the aircraft but the 
1  front of the heli- 
.on overheat and another 
n2 and he attempted to 
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was too steep end rough to land, so Pedro elected to pull 
low:hOver to expedite getting out of the area heavi 

grew . chief pulled the survivors in, the medical 
them Or injury and administered first aid. Five survivors 
'Pedro 44 (414-43) and an empty UE-11) helicopter in the aree 
*Lining five. 411 aircraft departed the area at 1720 for •I 
ireturn flight the crew noticed a peculiar whistle from the 
ilandini;- it was confirmed that the left set of blades had 
:brLish:in'the confined pickup area. 

the survivors in 
ly infested With4C. 
tichnicianchecked... 
were loaded In; 
picked 'up 	re- 
haa Rang..On the% 
blades; after 
been damaged by :e 

M.2-3-8-6 Feb (RCC Narrative) 

X.P.MgDr4).-.jolly Green 05 and 36 received scramble instrUCtioni i ..* apPrcximately , 
 2.0010L.,Themission was'to recover a downed 0-1F pilot, Nail 65, in aa'areiCnorth-

rst of Dons Boi. Both Jolly Greens were airborne from alert base at 1005L. We 
Troceeded_to the, area.with JO 05 as low bird and JO 36 as high bird under escort 
fT -Sandys 7 and 6. We arrived in the area at 1035L and the search by JG 05 was 
conducted five to ten miles northeast of the originally reported fix. Sandye 7 
kind.,8 reported voice contact with Nail 65 but were unable to positivelY locate 
is position; the Sandys also reported 57MM anti-aircraft fire in the area. 
When the Jolly Greene arrived in the area, yoice'contact 1.as lost withAkii/. 65, 
i.search was conducted by JO 05 but no contact was made with the survivorrthe - 
PJ.was lowered in the suspected area with negative result:. He was on'the 
Mi • round about. five minutes and reported the terrain very rtgged and steep. The 
,J. was brought . back into the JO and the search was cancelled due to low clouds
_leaving in...very rapidly. Both Jolly Greens reccvered at a.1...t'base at 1305L. 
crambled..,again . at 1655 JO 05 and 36 proceeded to the same general area .to• 

recover Nail . 65. After JO 05 had started down to the search .area, the PJ. in 
0,36 rePorted_15 to 20' air burets about 2000 feet belaw , and-in-the• 8. .&-clock 
raitionfram.JG 36. One of the Sandys confirmed this and JG. 36 -moved,  to the. 
Fortheast to avoid the area; altitude of JO 36 at the time of' the bursts was 
ptween.,1Q43.44.11,thousand feet MSL.. JO 05 had voice . conitctwith - Nall.65 . and 
ide a sucCessful'pickuP at approximately 1735; they . repoated no ground tint, 
rihg,t4 recovery, tees than one.minute after reporting the-survivor:on 

k)erd.  and, that they (JO 05) were pulling out, the co-pilo on JO :05  :transmitted, 
We've been hit, we've been hit". Sands advised JO 05 tc ,  make it as-far~south 

lind east-as possible. Another transmissiOn from 05 to the effect that they were 
en fire was ,:heard. One of the Sandye told them that they 'ere burning on top. 

1rsNoout . two -to three minutes after jG 05 had reported being hit, a Sandy reported . 
t the helicopterhad crashed and was burning. Clouds il, the immediate area 

fthe pickup were broken.to  overcast with bases about 3000' MSL'and'tope -  - 
nerally about 5000' MSL except for scattered areas' wheru the tope were higher. 
.se.of the mountain peaks in the. area were in the base c):' the clouds. The 
fiadys .  were unab1e! te accompany either helicopter below the .  clouds. JO .36 sighted 
hp Smoke.frcm.JG 05 coming up throush the overcast and s2otted the actual 
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wreckage about 1745;  the co-pilot and PJ saw two chutes , end some -oiange-signe1 
fimoke near the downed helicopter. A second pass was made withthe.wreckage'on 
the,pilot's side of -view; both the  pilot.and flight mechcnic  saw a man:waving  '  
4is  arms. The survivor  was recovered on the third pass; le was  the PJ'froaC  
qG•05. The inflight explosion of JG 05 had •blown him cleEr.of the  airciiIY--  
at 200' altitude.. The  PJ pulled  his rip cord and his chule opened just prior 
to contact with the ground. No one-was seen In-the other -ChTUt-li -flthreCige 
and it was, definitely 	 deployed. JG 05 hit on tls north side-of a • 
mountain about: 200' from the top while heading south. Th wreckage was . buraing . 

 and confined to one localized area. No other signals or :;igns of life, were 
seen or heard by JG 36 and we left the area about 1755. \Te observed no ground .  
fireduring.the pickup of JC 05's Pi. Communications werir good on both missions . , 
howeverv _oriental voices were heard both morning and afternoon on -what was 
b'e2ieved.to.be UHF guard channel. 

Det 1-38-5-11 Feb (RCC Narrative)  

Ata025L . Detachment 1 . was contacted by the 326th Med. 
Company,. requesting a tactical immediate medical evacuat 
VS Amy: soldier. They stated that a hoist was required .f 
Coordination WWI begun with the 35th TUOC for release wh 
1058L.. Pedro 92 (1111-43), the alert helicopter, departed 
ships,- Sidewinder - 2 and 4, for the site of the medical e 
Phan Rang.. It was located in known VC territory' and was 
search and destroy mission.. Upon arrival no direct radio 
nadewiththe ground party; however, contact was made 07 

through the Sidewinder aircraft. Smoke was deployed by t 
ind.was'quite high with moderate turbul.ance. The site w 
Iodated in the foothills of mountains up to 5000' ESL an 
100-'':treea..An approach to a high hover was made to a sm 
the ground'partr was located. The forest penetrator'was 
trees where-  personnel on the ground helped the injured s 
Full field gear and weapons were also brought up on the 
ao hostile fire was encountered s  the position was vulner 
may.direction.:The soldier was given first aid by the me 
prostration and a severely sprained ankle. 

cal Branch, Delta_ 
Lou of 'an injured 
)r the evacuation.„ 
Ldh was approved pt. : 
fith two Army gun - 
;acuation, west . of 
he scene of an Army 
contact could be 
!r F21 radio by relaying 
le ground party;' 
is 1800' indicated, 
i was covered. with 
ll pinnacle.  where 

Lowered through the 
Adier on the device. 
penetrator. Although 
Ible to fire from 
lie for severe heat 

DL 1-3-24-12 Feb,  

0),SAR, objective: Two aircrew members of USN RA-5C aircraft downed In' the 
Zonkin Culf southeast of Nam Dinh. Crown Bravo (HU-16) was diverted to the 
'Scene and two USN SA-3 helicopters were scrambled to the area. Navy A-la 
prtd F74s'previded RDSCAP/RESCORT for the rescue operation. One of the survivors 
as quickly -recovered by Navy helicopter but the other oae had a broken . arm--- 

 And, was entangled in his parachute. Due to the injured arm, he was unable ta 
Ot out of the parachute harness or get his knife. The helo tried to hover 
on the water and two men tried to pull the survivor into the aircraft but the 
tor wash pushed him under water s  under the helo and in front of the heli-

copter. At that time it had to leave due to a transmission overheat and another 
ismy halo was-called in. A diver was lowered to the water and he attempted to 
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A4-zan Docond Clacc Duane D. ItacUncy dictinculohed himpelf by 
entracrdinary hozoicm in cennoction with mil%tnry oporationc 

opposin armed 20:no 	a :,aramodio on an unarmod 
EU-C2 roacue holicopteL. 7.:`4G Vietnam, on 
6 7e;rm'ary 1067. On ttat date, AL:= :lachne: ,  flow two cor-
t4 0:7; 4 :1 a oocuoco o2 am :4:,orican p11:;t downed in a 
teavny do,londed ho3t.Z1c arca. On 'o firct sortie, deopito 

Droccric tx a=ed 2c=cs 1".1 ..a to :zo hocilo, entronohod 
in t:7.c,  vicinity, Air= lIacltnoy vc:Iuntoomd 	bo lowered 1=- 

to coa-oh :2or t'no cu:vivor. ! 	carohod until 
t'ho controlling Scazea and noc;cuo ::L'tonc7 ordoxml an evacuation 
o" roacuo :Cc:roc:L. Oa no r;ocond ooztio 4  Airman ilaolnley 
lecato4 ';:ho downed pilot, who waz ::0 -lated into tho holicopter. 

	

the zcacuo crcv dc2arted no a .zoa, 	 and accurato 
.07= f/aZ4 tom into the holicoptor a::11i4chip s  cr.itaiis. oxtencivo 

	

mid a racing -11:Ixo aboard tho 	 comploto dio- 
VogaWd hic own ca2ety, Airman :::acny :ittcd hic parachute 
'to no re:xued man. 2n thic MC20'.,. 02 mnorxling dicactor, 
Airman NacItncy choco to r)laco ;:to rozponcibility to tho nur-
vivor a'..;ovo hic cwn 1=o. Me cnuracceno paramedic looatod 
anothor parachuto :Zor himce22 c'.nc d jut clippod his arms 
.throuh to harnoca wiaon a cecond 07= round ctruc% tho crip-
pled aircraft, condinc: it cut o:2 control. To .2orco of tho 
orrplocion blow Airman 17.nemoy thzot!'"hto opon car3o door end, 
though otunnodp ho manar-od to dolor.tho unbvetlod Darnohuto 
and malco a cuocooz*:u1 lnadinc,Lo wa2 lator rocovorod by a companion Ilolicaotor. Threurfe. hin o=t;:aoL.dinnry horoiom, en-
perb ai=anctip, and aa;r2=iivono= in the CO.la O cctilo 
:$7orooz, Airman aaolcnoy ro2locted tho hichoot czcdit upon him- 

and tho Unitod Stator, Air 2oroc. 
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AIRMAN HACKNEY RELAXES BESIDE RESCUE CHOPPER. 
in eight rescues, going out of the 
chopper on three of them. 

"One day a patrol boat with 
seven Navy met and one Viet-
namese was swamped off the 
coast. We spottec a man in a life 
jacket that look d like he was 
unconscious, so I put on my wet 
suit and was low ered down. 

"There were strong gusts of 
wind and I tried to give hand 
signals to get it position, but I 
had to swim for him. I got him 
in the horsecolla  •  and signaled to 
the hoist man, bat they wouldn't 
leave me in the water. 

"So I got in th. ,  horsecollar and 
about that time a big wave 
slapped the chopper and the pilot 
had to pull up at out 100 feet with 
us dangling on tle cable. 

"Finally we ot inside and 
gave the man nouth to mouth 
resuscitation and pressed his 
stomach until aL the water came 
up. It made me sick for a little 
bit. but you've 7nt to try avarv 

Veteran at 19 SEVENTH AIR FORCE NEWS 10 MARCH 167 

      

A Baby-Faced Hero of Pararescue 
By WALLACE BEENE 
s&s vietnann Bureau Chit 

DA NANG, Vietnam — There 
may be other you ig men around 
like A2C Duane D. Hackney, but 
not many. 

At 19, with traces of baby fat 
still visible on his round face, he 
has been nominated for no less 
than 13 decorations or commenda-
tions, including the Air Force 
Cross, two Distinguished Flying 
Crosses, seven Air Medals, the 
Purple Heart and the Air Force 
Commendation Medal. 

Hackney, of Flint, Mich., wears 
, the red beret of the 37th ARRS 

kerospace Rescue Recovery 

Service) at Da Nang. His job: 
Pa rare scue. 

Quiet, and rather shy, Hackney 
explains his feelings about rescue 
work in these words: "I don't 
really go for the idea of killing, 
myself. T would rather save a 
life." 

Many of his jobs take a strong 
stomach—giving mouth to mouth 
resuscitation to drowned pilots, 
picking up pilots who didn't bail 
out in time, and aiding men 
mutilated in attacks like the one 
at Da Nang. 

"We picked up one tug operator 
who had lost both arms and one 
leg during the rocket attack. He 
hit me in the mouth with one of 
the stumps and I got sick," Hack-
ney explained in his quiet voice. 

That he is still working at his 
job after his experience in north 
Vietnam is remarkable. 

"On Feb. 6 we picked up a pilot 
near the Mu Gia pass. Before we 
could pull away, they opened up 
with 37mm fire. 

"I had taken off all my gear 
to work on the pilot—sometimes 
they try to jump out of the chop-
per—and then we were on fire. 

"One of the crewmen had his 
hair on fire and I grabbed a chute 
and put it on the pilot, but he 
wouldn't jump. 

"I grabbed another chute for 
myself and didn't have time to 
buckle the leg straps. There was 
an explosion and I was blown out 
the door about 250 feet above the 
jungle. 

"By instinct I pulled the D-ring 
and my chute opened just as I hit 
the trees that broke my fall. The 
chopper crashed into a cliff about 
60 feet away and everybody else 
was killed. 

"All my survival stuff was left 
in the chopper, but I always carry 
two smoke flares in my leg 
pockets. One of the Sandies (Sky-
raiders flying cover) spotted me 
and I climbed up to an open area 
where a Jolly Green (rescue cop-
ter) picked me up about 35 min-
utes later." 

Despite burns and shrapnel 
wounds, Hackney was soon back 
on duty. 

Surprisingly, he doesn't con-
sider his narrow escape at Mu 
Gia his most dangerous mission. 

"We were picking up a pilot 
with a foot injury and I had to 
go down at three o'clock in the 
morning. I helped load up the 
first pilot and then I saw a second 
chute in a tree. 

"There was all sorts of ord-
nance scattered all over the 
ground and I was scared that I 
would step on something. I got 
over to the chute, but it hadn't 

shm,nd fh nilot we 



R_List clap Duane 112  

a pararescueman wit, 

the 37th ASH Squadron, was 

lowered from an HH-3 into th . 

jungle in search of a downed 

fighter pilot. On the seconl 

try, he found the pilot, and 

the two men were hoisted to 

the aircraft. Moments later the 

helicopter was hit by antiair-

craft fire. Airman Hackney 

fitted the rescued pilot with 

a parachute and found another 

for himself. About that tire, 

the HH-3 exploded. Airman 

Hackney's parachute opened bout 

200 feet off of the ground, and 

he landed in a tree. The h.li-

copier crashed, killing all 

occupants. Airman Hackney  as 

later rescued by another heli-

copter crew. He received . tie .  

Air Force Cross. 

Aims'; First Clams Dulne D. 
c . ........ ...irk  r55" - 

MARCH—Airman Hackney and color 
guard march front and center for 
presentation. 

Pararescueman Is First EM 
To Be Presented AF Cross 

Airman First Class Duane D. Hackney, a 
20-year-old pararescueman from Flint, Mich., 
recently became the first living enlisted man  to 
receive the Air Force Cross. 

General Howell M. Estes Jr., commander of 
Military Air184 Command, presented the award 
at an 800-man parade at Scott AFB, Ill., in early 
September. 

Hackney, a crewman on a rescue helicopter 
in Southeast Asia, also received the Purple Heart 
from General Estes. 

He was awarded the Cross for heroism on 
a rescue mission Feb. 6 over North Vietnam. He 
twice volunteered to be lowered into the jungle 
to search foe a downed fighter pilot. 

On the second attempt, Hackney located the 
pilot and both were hoisted to a waiting HI4-3E 
Jolly Green Giant helicopter. 

r 	When the chopper was hit by flak, Hackney 
put his parachute on the rescued pilot and found 
another for himself. Before be could put it 
completely on, a second hit blew him out of the 

1,  cargo door. 

His half.openecl parachute hung in a tree 
and broke his fall. He was rescued by another 
helicopter. 

Photos by 

55gt. Wallace Metcalf 

Oct. 1, 1967 
FAMILY—Members of Airman Hackney's family, flown to S ott for the ceremony by the Air Force, are 
(from left) sister Janice, mother Florence, father Glendon D and twin sister Mrs. Diane Elford. 

MAC PICTORIAL FEATURE 
PREPARED BY INTERNAL INFORMATION DIVISION , DIRECTORATE OF INFORMATION, HO MILITARY AIRLIFT COMMAND 



Airman Helps 
Rescue 2 in 
2 Vietnam Tours 

DA NANG, Vietnam (7thAF)—"The most rewarding 
job anyone could have," says AlC William J. Flowers. 

The 22-year-old native of Milwaukee has helped rescue 
28 persons in two tours here, with 24 picked up in a recent 
7-day period. 

Assigned to Det. 7 of the 38th Aerospace Rescue and 
Recovery Sq., Flowers is a pararescue technician en a HH- 

0  Z5  

of Saivn. In other action only 15 
miles fi orn Saigon, a band of Viet 
Cong stx-med a government 
watch to Ater, inflicting "heavy 
casualties" on the defenders. 

THE JETS downed by North 
Vietnamese antiaircraft fire Sun-
day were a two-man U.S. Air Force 
B57 Car berra bomber, hit 22 miles 
westsou .hwest of Dong Hoi; one-
man Navy A4 Skyhawk, downed 48 
miles scuth of Vinh, and a two-man 
Navy A4 Intruder, which fell into 
the sea off Vinh. 

One U.S. Air Force helicopter 
plucked.  the two Canberra crew-
men out of the mountain jungle  
.country 40 minutes after they  
parachuted. A few hours later a  
second  Air Force helicopter res-
cued th , i Skyhawk pilot.  

A THIRD copter snatched the 
Navy Ir truder pilot to safety from 
the South China Sea. 

SAIGON (UPI) —Communist 
gunners shot down three American 
jets over North Viet Nam Sunday. 
But all five crewmen were rescued 
by U.S. helicopters that homed in 
on radio signals sent by the downed 
Americans from mountainous jun-
gles and from the sea off the North 
Vietnamese coast. 

The official Soviet Tass news 

3E Jolly Green Giant helicopter. •- 
The first of the 

recent rescues 
took place on Jan. 
11 when six U. S. 
Navy personnel 
were picked up 
from a powerless 
barge in choppy 
seas 12 miles 
south of here 

"We made the 
pickup during 
heavy rains and FLOWERS high winds which 
made it difficult for the aircraft 
commander to hold the helicopter 
still," Flowers said. 

The next rescue came four days 
later when Flowers picked up 9 
U.S. servicemen in about one 
hour. 

At 5:50 p.m., two Jolly Green 
Giants were returning to Da Nang 
when one was forced to crash-
land due to mechanical difficult-
ies in Da Nang Bay, 10 miles 
north of the base. The second 
helicopter. with Flowers aboard, 
went to the scene and made the 
pickup. 

The second rescue of the day 
came at 6:55 p.m. when an emer-
gency call was received from a 
U.S. Navy tug with 5 persons 
aboard that had run aground in 
Da Nang Bay. The pickup was 
accomplished in 30 minutes after 
the helicopter reached the scene. 

On Jan. 17. Flowers was aboard 
a Marine Chinook helicopter as a 
volunteer crewman when they re-
ceived a call to pick up 4 Army 
aviators from a UII-1E helicopter 
which had crashed 3 miles from 
Quang Tn. 

Reflecting on his most memor-
able rescue operation which came 
during his first tour here, Flowers 
said, "Our sister ship had been 
shot down by enemy fire and I 
was lowered to the ground to 
give aid to the crew, 

"After receiving medical at-
tention they were taken aboard 
the chopper and flown to the 
nearest base for further medical 
attention." 

Hanoi Suburb Claimed Bombed 

3 Jets Downed By Cong 
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BOB CONSIDINE 

First Class Duane D. Hackney, 20-year-old 
hero from Flint, Mich., was presented with the Air 
Force Cross last 5aturday at Scott AFB, Ill. He has par-
ticipated in more than 200 missions involving the rescue; 
of downed pilots, -nany of them in fiery Vietnam. 

On the mission which won him the coveted medal 
(only 48 of them have been awarded, most of them 
posthumously) ['vane was blown out of his helicopter 
by a direct ant -aircraft hit. He suffered what was 
called "back injJries" in the glowing citation. 

He got a lette.• from his father when it was all over. 
His father won th3 Silver Star and the Purple Heart in 
World War II for kicking a Japanese grenade out of a 
fox hole and falling over three buddies to protect them 
from the blast. 

"My dad told me to keep my head down," Hackney 
said. "When he gct the wire from the goyernment telling 
him I had been wounded in the back, he wrote and said: 
'T told you to keep your 4 r- 1 - n• I also meant your 
rump. 

I Give Vietnam 

Chiefs Chance 
Thstei•Her 	_ 	_ 

PAGE 6—GLOBAL RANGER, Friday, September 15, 19671 
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ENLISTED MAN EARINIS 
HIGH MILITARY HONOR 

IFrom Page 1 

chute on the :.:unned pilot before 
locating one fcr l"self. Mo-
ments later Hackney was blown 
out the rear door of t"e aircraft 
when another rouna -f '11: tore 

I into the chopper, which crashed 
ant, 1;.......,..... 

As he was blown free of the 
_o3 feet nom Li le 

ground, Hackney pulled the nara- 

was stationed witn the 37th 
Aerospace Rescue and Recovery 
Squadron at Da Nang AB, Viet- t 
nam. 

His next assignment will be 
with me   e Rescue 
and Recovery Squadron at Ham-
ilton AFB, Calif. 

The Aerospace Rescue and Re-
covery Service, a service of the 
Military Airlift Command, has 
world-wide responsibilities in 
search and r7cue operations for 
downed airmen, both military 
and civilians, and people trapped 
in natural disasters. The Service 
also takes part in space-shot 
recovery operations.  

ARRS personnel have made,' 
more than 1,000 combat saves in I 
Southeast Asia since December 
1:3G4. 

The elite pararescuemen. who 
wear a distinctive maroon beret, 
are pr ecisi on parachutists, 
SCUBA divers, trained medical 
technicians and survival experts. 

AIR FORCE CROSS 

chute ripcord. The chute opened 
and Hackney landed in a tree. 
He struggled free, reached the 
ground and later was picked up 
by another rescue helicopter. 
,The remaining crew and the 

rescued pilot were killed in the 
crash of the Jolly Green Giant. 

He received shrapnel wounds 1. 
of both arms and back and spent 
several days in a hospital. 

i  Hackney. P 1965 graduate of 
Beecher High School in Flint, 
has servr-1  in the Air Force ;or 
two years and four months. tie 

.N■ 

DFTY HACKNEY uN 	AlC Duane D. Hackney, who v 
awarded the Air Force C-oss recently, checks over a jungle 
penetrator fr.,.1 u,s iii. . Jolly Gi ten ciaiu rescue heli-
copter in Vietnam. 

PAGE 25—Vallejo Times-Herald, Friday, Sept. 15, 1967 
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131.  John L. Frisbee, Contributing Editor 

USAF's Most Decorated PJ 
In three tours as a pararescue man (PJ), Duane Hackney became one of the legendary heroes of 
the Vietnam War. 

In June 1965, Duane Hackney graduated from high school at Flint, Mi ;h., president of the student 
council and the recipient of an athletic scholarship offer. Clearly, great things lay ahead, but no one 
could have foreseen that he would become one of the most honored heroes of the Vietnam War, the 
recipient of 28 decorations for valor in combat (more than 70 awards arid decorations in all), and 
winner of the Cheney Award for 1967. (The Cheney award is given annually to a member of USAF for 
an act of valor, extreme fortitude, or self-sacrifice in a humanitarian int( rest performed in conjunction 
with aircraft.") 

It all began when 18-year-old Hackney enlisted in the Air Force a few days after graduation, 
volunteering for pararescue training. An honor graduate in every phase )f the tough, year-long course, 
he had his choice of assignments. The action was in Vietnam. Airman S !cond Class Hackney turned 
down assignments in Bermuda and England for Detachment 7, 38th Ael °space Rescue and Recovery 
Squadron, at Da Nang. 

Three days after reporting for duty, Hackney flew his first combat missin. Somewhere on that 
mission, a .30-caliber slug buried itself in his leg. As the sportswriters sr y, Hackney came to play, not 
to sit on the sidelines. To avoid being grounded by the medics, he had one of his PJ friends remove the 
slug with a probe. That incident set the tone for the more than 200 corn )at missions he was to fly in 
three and a half years of Vietnam duty, all as a volunteer. 

Hive times in the months ahead his helicopter was shot down. He doesn't recall how often he went 
do'wn into the jungle looking for survivors or how many lives his medic;11 training help'ed him save. As 
heibecame a legend in the rescue world, he earned four DFCs, not for flying a certain number of 
missions but for specific acts of heroism, and 18 Air Medals, many for single acts of valor. Then came 
the Air Force Cross, the Silver Star, the Airman's Medal, the Purple Heart, and several foreign 
decorations. 

Hackney's most celebrated mission was on Feb. 6, 1967. That morning lie descended from a HEI-3E 
Jolly Green Giant to look for a downed pilot near Mu Gia pass. The pilot had stopped his radio 

http://www.afa.org/magazine/valor/0389valor.html 	 3/5/99 



USAF's Most Decorated PJ 	 Page 2 of 2 

transmissions, a clue that enemy troops were on his tail. For two hours, Hackney searyhed for the 
man, dodging enemy patrols, until the mission was called off because of weather. 

Late that afternoon, the downed pilot came back on the air, and HacknE y's crew headed for the rescue 
area. They had to get him out before dark, or the odds on success would drop dramatically. This time 
Hackney found his man, badly injured but alive, got him onto the forest penetrator, and started up to 
the chopper, drawing small-arms fire all the way. As the men were haulc:d aboard, the helicopter took 
a direct hit from a .37-mm antiaircraft gun and burst into flame. Wound xl by shell fragments and 
suffering third-degree burns, Hackney, knowing that the HH-3 was not going to make it, put his own 
parachute on the rescued pilot and got him out of the doomed chopper. Maybe he could find another 
for himself If not.... 

Groping through dense smoke, he found an oil-soaked chute and slipped it on. Before he could buckle 
the chute, a second .37-mm shell hit the 1-111-1-3, blowing him out the doc r. He doesn't remember 
pulling the ripcord of the unbuckled chute before hitting trees 250 feet below, then plunging 80 feet to 
a rock ledge in a crevasse. 

W4hen he regained consciousness, enemy troops were leaping across the crevasse a few feet above 
him. Once they were gone, Hackney popped his smoke and was picked up by the backup chopper, 
only to learn that his heroic attempt to save the downed pilot had not st cceeded. There were no 
survivors from the rescue helicopter. Training and experience, helped along by a miracle, saved 
Hackney himself 

For that mission, Hackney received the Air Force Cross, the second awurded to an enlisted man. The 
first had gone posthumously to Al C William Pitsenbarger, also a pararE scue man. (See "Valor," 
	 issue.) 

In 1973, Hackney left the Air Force, the most decorated pararescue mail of the Vietnam War. Four 
years later, missing the camaraderie of Air Force life, he enlisted again, -eturning to duty as a 
pararescue instructor. In 1981, he suffered a severe heart attack, the result of a rescue operation, and 
was permanently grounded--but not out. 

1. 

Tdclay, SMSgt. Duane Hackney is first sergeant of the 410th Security Police Squadroh at K. I. Sawyer 
MB, Mich., still guided by the philosophy that dominated his combat c treer: a dynamic sense of 
personal responsibility and compassion for his fellow men. 

Published March 1989. For presentation on this web site, some Valor (Tildes have been amended for 
accuracy. 

R turn to Valor 

RLturn to AIR FORCE Magazine  

http://www.afa.org/magazine/valor/0389valor.html 	 3/5/99 
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FOR EXTRAORDINARY HEROISM 
by SMSnt. JAMES A. GEORGE 
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It led to a distant, war-torn land and say aril close brushes with .' deeNs. 

y IKE most 18-year-olds with the scent of June graduation ckirsegei still frsJ\ 
1..f in their nostrils, Duane D. Hackney was tnikcided. 

The basic trainee was faced with selecting a career field that would not only 
hold his interest for the next four years, but vould satisfy his strong desire to' 
be of genuine service to his nation and to the A ir Force. 

Unable to decide, and impatient with his i "decision, 1134 (icy. 	simply chose 
the shortest line he could find during the carec r counseling sessions at Lacktand . 

 AFB, TC..11 . That shot" line was deceptive, h iwever. II was to lead him into 
several encounters with danger thousands of miles away. A scant year and a 
half later, it also led him back to the US ant a formal military parade where 
a four-star general pinned the Air Force Cross to his blouse. 

But waiting in line that hot slimmer day in 965, the Flint, Mich.. youth who 
had lettered in football, baseball and swinun ng at Beecher High School had 
never heard of the Air Force Cross, the Unit xi States second highest military 
decoration. 

Nor had he any way of knowing that he would also return from %'ictriam 
wearing the Silver Star. the Distinguished Flyin!: Cross with two oak leaf clusters. 
the Airman's Medal, the Air Medal with ninc oak leaf clusters, the Air Force 
Commendation Medal, and the Purple Heart. 

Hackney could not have known either that he would be named Airman of 
the Year in the Aerospace Rescue and Recovay Service and in its parent Mili-
tary Airlift Command; or that he would be poesented the 1967 Cheney Award 
for "an act of valor, extreme fortitude, or self-sacrifice in a humanitarian 
interest performed in connection with aircraft." 

however, and met the pararescuernen in the 
When he approached the end of that car !et counseling line at Lackland, 

maroon berets, Hackney knew 
se right line to stand in. suddenly that he had somehow picked exactly t 

Mode to Order 

The young airman soon discovered that he faced about a year of constant, 
strenuous training to qualify as a parareseternan. His skills of parachutist, 
scuba diver, medic, mountain climber, survivil specialist and other rescue and 
recovery techniques were carefully and painst:kingly woven together in a series 
of training schools that helped qualify him fol his extraordinary iob. 

The learning process for a P1 is physically and mentally demanding and the 
candidate for the pararescuernan's badge mtst be thoroughly convinced that 
this is what he really wants to do--or odds a re that he won't npke it. Duane 
Hackney never doubted for a minute his rkiirc, or his ability, to mcct these 
demands. Hc volunteered for duty with Aerosi ace Rescue and Recovery Service 
units in Southeast Asia even before he received his maroon beret and para-
rescueman's badge. 

Almost before he could say 'logy Green tiiant" he was on his way to Da 
Nang Air Base in Vietnam for duty with the 37th ARR Squadron. He began 

TM Akan 



flying missions immediately. On his 10th mission. in 
'April 1966. he was hit by an enemy bullet while pull-
ing 3 wounded Marine aboard his HH-3E Jolly Green 
Giant. His flight helmet probably saved his life. 

-The round knocked me down,' Hackney recalled 
later. As I fell 1 pulled both of my legs up for balanee. 
About that time another enemy bullet went through the 
pocket on the right side of in flight suit. It shattered 
my sursival radio. -  The tense action took place about 
two mart south of the demilitarized zone (DMZ). 
where a Marine helicopter had been clowned by enemy 
ground fire. 

"When we arrised at the scent we orbited the area 
ahik another Marine heScopter tried to pick up the 
clowned crew. Unfortunately. the second chopper was 
also downed by enemy fire. Then. two flight of A-IE 
.W.Iruidera earne in. They plastered the area to suppress 
ground fire. and 'ropped srnoke to help 4:0%er our 
rescue ciforts. 

"We went in through the smoke and dropped the 
hoist. There was no ground fire at all. and it looked 
Re an easy pickup. So the men on the ground sent up 
their most seriously -  wounded man first. Just as he 
reached the bottom of our helicopter ye bt:owd takine 
small arms and automatic weapons fire. 

-1 was bent user in the hatchway. trying to pull the 
%sounded man in. when the bullet hit my helmet. -  Back 
on his feet within 3 few secoml.. Ilaekney pulled the 
man inside and placed himself between the Marine and 
the open hatch white he began first aid treatment. 

The Hk-1-:IE had taken seserel damaging hi:: duri;:g 
the rescue. however. arid was forced to withdraw The 
crew made an emergency landing at nearby Don 
Both Iltekney and the wounikd Marine %sae taken to 

field hospital there. Iva the young PJ va.. released 

within minutes and returned to duty. Next day, heti-
zopter rescue men f -um other units picked up the re-
maining men at the .cene of the multiple crash. 

That 10th missioi was memorable, but not nearly 
a 4  visit! in Haekne!'s memory as the misskIn nearly 
a year later when he was blown out of his helicopter—
:he mission which e4 , .n% him the Air Force Cross. 

It started early on IN: morningof February 6. 1967. 
A pilot waS down in the dense jungle near NIu (ha Pass 
in North Vietnam. There had reportedly been some 
%oleic (radio) coin:ski with him, hut apparently be had 
not been spotted front the air. 

"He was down at the bottom of a pass, covered by 
eano;sies of jurt• gro-ath.-  Haekney said. -Clouds 

ss ;re low. making it difficult to see %cry mach of any-
thing.-  The rescue III(-3E eireled over the area as crew 
ii.,efrhc t s  searched alisionsfy for some sign of the pilot. 
'Ihsa Haekney spott:d something below — something 

ig and Jsked if le could go down and look. 

"There was ILA all around u5, but it was falling 
•hort. - he rementhered. The 6-foot, ISO-pound PJ 
waited until hi: pikt jockeyed the Jolly Green Giant 
in:o posttion abose 'le jungle. then rode the penetrator 
bk., ist to the ground :lid began pushing )ii5 way through 
t! 'e 	heal. fotutc. 

Stuntteing over r.seks and rcu.sts. Haekney moved 
slowly through the di nse growth. Finally., he found foot- 

that had ohs ioasly been made by Ameriean corn- 
hoots . 

wan:ed to all aut. but I was afraid I'd get Uncle 
Ho's 4Ho Nlitil boys on nie. -  He followed the 
prin:s bat found nothing except a piece of tinsel. 
Then he was es.mtaehd by .  hi: crew and told to return to 
the copter. DisappOnted. but low on fuel, they Hew 

to a for -Aatd orerar.ng base. Later that afternoon 
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the crew was called out again for another try. Air Force 
pilots ha :I spotted the downed flyer and marked his 
gositioti. Two HH-3E helicopters headed for the area. 

"This time we saw him," Hackney said. "1 went down s 
 to help him get on the hoist. We made it up the hoist 

together and into the Jolly Green. I was bending over 
him, trying to treat his abrasions, when the flak hit us. 

"There was smoke and flames everywhere. The pilot 
we had just rescued reached out an arm. I grabbed a 
parachute and put it on him as fast as I could (Hackney 
gave the airman his own chute). Then I found one for 
myself. I had it partially on when the second round 
of flak hit us." 

Aircrew members in other USAF aircraft at the 
rescue sia: said later that the HII-3E was engulfed in 
flames and that there were aping holes in the pilot's 
and copilot's areas of the cabin. Hackney didn't see 
the damage to his aircraft, however. He was sudderlv 
durnjaed into open space, just a few hundred feet above 
the top tier of jungle growth. 

"The sudden pressure (from the explosion) threw 
me back—hard. I felt a sharp pain in my left arm. I 
remember reaching for the door. Next thing I saw was 
the helicopter—from outside. I'd been blown out the 
rear door." 

Trained to survise. Hackney reacted swiftly to his 
training. He pulled the D-ring on his chute, and hugged 
the unbuckled harness tight under his arms to keep 
from slipping out. As he hit the highest of the jungle 
trees, the chute opened just enough to break his fall. 
His crash throuch the branches was halted with a jolt 
when the chute risers snagged in the treetops. He freed 
himself from the harness and half climbed, half slid to 
the ground. He was the only survivor from the HH-3E. 

"I guess I looked pretty rotten, -  Hackney said later. 
"I had blackened my face to prevent detection. My kft 
arm and hack were bleeding and burned and my right 
arm was rubbed raw. -  In addition to flash burns. the 
131 had taken a few shrapnel hits. 

"I laxas- the other helicopter would come back for 
later in the afternoon or the next day. -  So 

the 19-year-old seteran of some 200 rescue missions in 
Vietnam began taking stock of his situation. 

"I had my medical poueh with me, a pistol with 
six rounds of ammo, and some pencil smoke flares. 

'I'd been wearing my camouflaged flight helmet when 
we were hit, but it was gone. When I heard sounds in 
the junele I was worried, but 1 didn't see anything." 
Hackney wasn't worried about being picked up. He 
asas more concerned about a Vakntine card. It had 
cost him a buck and now he wondered if he would 
be able to send it to his girl friend in time. 

Minutes later he heard an aircraft engine, then a US 
Air Force plane flew almost directly over him. "1 got 
out the red smoke flare, opened it to mark my position, 
and found a pretty good spot to wait out the helicopter 
that I was sure would be arrising soon." 

Actually. he was on the ground only about 30 min-
utes from the time he plummeted into thc jungle trees 
until another 11H-3E came in to pick him up. A former 
classmate in PJ training schools, A2C Luther Davis. 
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"Ale, a hero? Why's a hero? 1 have 
no idea. It's ',robot ly •omebody's 
interpretation—an orinion. Opinions are 
like belly buttons. Ei.etybody's got one." 

TS,st. Duane D. Hackney 
For his bravery as a 20-year-old para-

rescueman during th Vietnam conflict, 
TSgt. Duane D. Ha :kncy was presented 
the Air Force Cross, second only to 
the Medal of Honor. He was the youngest 
person, and the first living enlisted 
member, to receive he medal. 

That was in 1967, the year he also 
won the Cheney Aw ird. Today, the 
barrel-chested Hacks ey carries the same 
ISO pounds on his 5 foot-10-inch frame 
as he did the day he stood at attention to 
receive the Air Forel: Cross. The once 
cherubic I ace has im tured in the last 17 
years. but his youth' ii appearance and 
candid brown eyes  n  latch his enthusiasm 
for life. 

To cover the ladir g burn scars on his 
arms—permanent rc:ninders of that 
eventful day in Southeast Asia—the 3-
year-old NCO usually. wears the long-
sleeved uniform shir with a tic. On 
his chest arc eight rc ws of ribbons, which . 

 stretch from the top if.his. pocket nearly' 
to the collar. The 54 medals make up 
enough fruit salad to serve lunch to 
a Jolly Green Giant  I  iclicopter crew.. 

TSgt. Hackney tel s his stories with 
just the right mix of ;usto, salty Ian- 	• 
euage, and humor la :ed with pathos. 
When recounting his Vietnam experi-
ences, he punctuates his tales with slicing 
hand gestures and ro ling eyeballs. 

His emotions alter lately soar, while 
remembering the ads' malinc-pumping rush 
of combat, or plunge when he remembers • 
the friends left Whir d forever in a 
distant .  jungle -. 	 • - 

Blunt almostto a  I  ault, TSgt. Hackney 
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Project Warrior 
said he joined the Air Force at 17 "on a 
whim" in 1965 to "get out of cutting 
the grass back home." 

That snap decision wasn't the only 
one. His decision to join and become a 
pararescueman (P1) in the Air Rescue and 
Recovery Service was also made on the 
spot; the line at the career counseling 
desk for the air rescue career field was 
shorter than the others at Lackland AFB, 
Texas. during basic training. He hated 

standing in long lines. 
Despite being the youngest and smallest 

in his PJ class, and warnings that he 
probably wouldn't make it through the 
grueling, year-long training, he not only 
made it, he graduated with honors. 

One benefit of being the class honor 
graduate was having first choice of 
assignments, which ran the gamut from 
Vietnam to Bermuda and Europe. The 
youngster opted to join the air rescue 
detachment at Da Nang AB in the 
Republic of Vietnam. Choosing a war 
zone for his first tour of duty wasn't just 
foolish bravado; he was ready for what-
ever the future had in store. 

"By the time we got out of P1 school 
they had us so pumped up we thought 
we could.walk on water," he said, "or at 
least give it a hell of a try. For me, 
there was really no choice about the 
assignment. The top graduates got lucky 
and could pick Vietnam; the others got 
stuck with Bermuda or England. We 
all knew where the action was." 

It didn't take the young airman long to 

. see the action he yearned for. Stepping 
off a C-130.onto Vietnamese soil for 

• the first time, he and a buddy spotted a 

• nearby Marine and shouted, "Hey Sargc! 

• Where's the war?" 
• The reply was sobering. The grizzled 

veteran gave the overeager new troops a 
withering look and replied, "Look 
around, dummies! You're in it!" 

He was indeed, especially on the 
morning of Feb. 6, 1967, near Mu Gat 
Pass in North Vietnam. 

"Oh, man, that was so long ago," he 
says now. "We had just picked up our 
flight equipment to go on alert status 
when we heard a plane had gone down. 

• They scrambled us at about 9 a.m. 
"We were the primary rescue helicop- 

ter, an HH-3E Jolly Green Giant. As 

soon as we got near the area, we heard 
•• the downed pilot on the radio, but we 

couldn't see him. I was lowered to the 

ground on a hoist. I looked around and 
saw footprints all around—Vietnamese 
footprints. 1 knew they were Vietnamese 
because the tread on their shoes was a 
lot different than the tread on our combat 

boots. 
"We had lost radio contact with the 

pilot, so I figured the North Vietnamese 
were probably chasing him and he had 
to stop communicating for a while." 

The PJ was in the jungle for nearly two 
hours, tripping over tangled vines and 
roots while trying to locate the downed 
pilot and avoiding contact with the 
enemy. Finally, the poor weather got 
worse and the rescue team was forced to 
abandon the search. They flew back to 
Da Nang and waited at base operations 

until late in the afternoon, when the 
downed pilot was heard from again. 

"Once we knew the pilot was still 
alive, we decided to try it again—to go 
for it," TSgt. Hackney continued. "We 
knew we had to get him out before 
dark, because after the sun dropped, our 
chances for getting him would drop from 
about 90 percent to 30 percent. 

"When we went in again, a Sandy [an 

A-1 54.-yroic/cr escort aircraft) told us 
not to go over this one ridge because of 

. heavy AAA and small-arms fire. But 
we had to—that's where the pilot was! 
Once we got over the area, they lowered 
Inc on a hoist again, and this time 
found the pilot. He was pretty messed 

up. 
"I got him into the hoist, but on the 

way back up to the helicopter we started 
drawing more lire, so the Sandy dropped 
in and knocked them out: Then the 
enemy's anti-aircraft gun picked us up on 
radar. The first hit jarred us pretty bad, 
and there was a lot of fire and smoke. I 
knew we had to get out of the chopper." 

lii the confusion, TSgt. Hackney 
managed to find his parachute and strap it 
on the rescued pilot before helping him 
out of the HH-3E. Groping around in the 
heavy smoke looking for the _fire extin-
guisher, the PJ found another parachute, 
this one oil-soaked. He had his arms 
through the harness when the second ene-
my round hit. The anti-aircraft shell 
severed the fuel line and blew the PI 
through the closed door of the helicopter, 
200 feet above the ground. 

Semi-conscious, and weakened by 
shrapnel wounds and third-degree burns, 
TSgt. Hackney managed to pull the rip 
cord and hug the unbuckled parachute to 
his chest. He fell into a tree, which prob-
ably saved his life, but from there he 
plummeted downward onto a ledge in a 
crevasse about 80 feet below the jungle 
floor. 

"When  I  came to on the ledge" could  . 

look up an I see the Vietnamese junmini 
from one s ide of the ravine to the other-:' 
looking fo me. If they had ,ever looked:' 
down, the: would have spotted rric.il tar. 

 four of the n, but I figured there wer, 
more in th : area. , 

"A littli later I heard an Al-E'S0,;.'' . ••• 
raider OVC me and popped a flare:!•i":,•.,',‘ 

He saw m' smoke and called in a //W.! 
Green Glens that carric in and picked
me up.. I ;;uess.I.was probably:on,tt.t. • 

 ground lest than an hour the entire' flak; 
• The 133 atcr learned he was the 
survivor o the aborted rescue effort:Ilii1 
four fello‘' crewmembers and' the 
he had pu led.out of the jungle were" 
never heatl from again. 

For giv]ng the pilot his own parachutc k 
 at great riik to his own life, then-Sgt..;:,h 

Hackney '/as presented the Air.Foree,..t 
Cross by ...kn. Howell M. Estes;  pea-. 
command( r-in-chief of the MilitariWia 
Command. 

In the c:remony, conducted cluritifia 

800-man I nlitary parade at Scott AF.11; 
Gen. Estes also presented they tin 

parareseu :man the Silver' Star, the'' ..'„, 

Bronze St tr, and the Purple Heart. , Sit,:.4 
Hackney iddcd those medals to the 
Distingui:hed Flying Cross with threela 
leaf clusn rs, and an Air Force 
mendatiot Medal with one oak leaf cl 
tcr, awart s he had earned on previMist 
missions. 

The eel cmony opened the floOd -gales. 
 for other ionors arid national recognit 

His heroil s that day in February '1967? 
also won him the 1967 Cheney ,AViard, 
presented to airmen who perform ivi e s', 
of valor; !.xtreme fortitude., or 
sacrifice i i a humanitarian missionia.i .:2 
conncctio i with an aircraft." He Was1 
named th.. 1967 Military Airlift Com-.:i,t ■ 

mand Air nan of the Year. 
Curiou ly, even during the antiwar,. 

anti-hero :ra of the late 60s, theAmc-
people se :m.ed eager to grasp the:hand: 
some, art culate airman and hold:him, 
high as al. example to their•youtii'Mt? 
brcathtaki ng, whirlwind public appear' 
ancc tour Sgt. Hackney was' a guest4 
on "The fonight Show,'.' "The . D.464 
Game," 'i ncl on the Art LinkletteriadP 
Joey Bish ap programs. He spent thel 
Christma: holidays in Monaco with' 
Prince Ra lier and Princess Grace.r. 4f.x 

But it tasn't all glory for thefair; . ,. 
skinned, I Iond PJ, who wouldn'lliiveb 
shave rag ilarly for another four Yea 
He found himself looking for ways'' 
to dodge 11 the probing' interviewers. 
micropho les and cameras. Thepublie t., , 
appcaranc as were frustrating chores .. 

 kept him 	m.performing the lifesaviag 
work he t ad trained for 

• • 	• 4,-;:t.`-: ■": 
after . leSs thari.eighS 

• 
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k,..the'Airforcer'-and•with.4,1ine numbcr 
tor'proniotion to,master.sergeant— 	. 
ISgt:Hackney decided.to  give civilian 
lika - P^ He said thc decision was made 
xcat. 	.c "war was winding down 
Ind I ethin't see any future for combat 
eseue." Others, some who were close to 
tim, said the pressure just got to be too 
ouch for him to handle. 

Whatever the reasons, TSgt. Hackney 
con became Dcputy Hackney of the 
;mum County Sheriff's Department 
ear his hometown of Flint, Mich. At 	, 
vs% he was attracted to police work, and 
=wally volunteered for duty with the 
epartment's scuba diving and riot control 

He liked police work so much it took ' 
im nearly four years to realize that 
oinething was missing. 
:"The main reason I came back to the 

Air Force was because I missed the trav-
eling and the camaraderie," he said. 
"When I had an opportunity to get back 
in uniform as an E-4, I jumped at it." 

Hc made it back through the ranks 
quickly, earning promotions to both staff 
and technical sergeant the lirst,titne he 
was eligible. After completing basic 
rescue training again, he became a P.1 
instructor at McClellan AFB, Calif. 
He later transfered to Iceland, then to 
England before his air rescue career came 
to an abrupt halt. 

In 1981 the PJ suffered a serious heart 
attack. Although the doctors couldn't 
be certain, they speculated it may have. 
been the aftermath of injuries he sustained 
while mountain climbing in Northern 
Wales. 

TSgt. Hackney's thirst for adventure 
had finally caught up with him. After 

. .„. 
four months in.y arious hospitals,:his caie, 
went to a medic( I review boarcl, , ..and..: 
his appeal to ten sin in pararestue_was:. 
denied for medical reasons. • 

Today, TSgt. lackney is assigned to. 
the intelligence . c ivision of 23rd Air 
Force Hcadquart :rs at Scott AFB, He's • 
reconciling hims,:lf to "life after'parares- ' 
cue" and bccom ng more.aware:of the. 
important role hi t . new duties play in the 
Air Force missiol. 

TSgt. Hackne:' recently married, the 
former &A; Car Matlack—a controller 
with Scott's Res( ue Control 
whose knowlidg:;:of the,,Yietnarn War 
comes mostly frc m historY -.bOOks:I1 
NCO has mcllom cd with marriage and the.. 
passing years, hc says, but he can :still , 
tell a good story. 

Like when he was ::howering after his • 
first mission in N imam and realized 
he had caught a 30 caliber round in his .:• 
leg hours earlier. Afraid he'd be grounded 
if he reported Mc wound to the doctors; 
the PI ran naked through the barracks 
It) his buddies' ivoin and coaxed them 
into removing th boliet with a medical 
probe, while he ;.nest:letized himself with 
a bottle of whisk Still as green as a 
pair of Lad:land latigiies, the airman had 
been in-country I or all of three days. 

And there's th: story or how he con-
vinced his parents he was working as 
a clerk-typist. Hc didi:'t want them 
In worry about h m, and they believed 
him until they si w his name in the 
newspaper headlines. 

Then there wa the time he landed at 
Travis AR, Calif., fresh from the 
jungles. He was two-striper, and a 
security polie;:man held him in custody 
until the major gt nem! who was meeting 
the returning hen ,  verified that the young 
airman had actua ly e:imed all those 
medals he was w:arik;. 

And he hasn't 'orgotten the day the 
helicopter he was flying in caught a 
barrage of enemy sma:1-arms fire. The 
chopper managed to limp back to the 
base, but then its tail rotor got caught in 
concertina wire m bile trying to land. 
With the chopper spinning wildly out of 
control, the crew was able to scramble 
out time door and run for about 50 yards 
before it explode( . 

Such "war -  s ()ries arc exciting, and 
TSgt. Hackney has quite a few, many of 
them about his friends' exploits. But 
underlying the etinhat adventures of most 
wars arc the meniori.:s of fallen com-
rades. 

"I really don't think about Vietnam 
very much any n ore—only when some-
body asks me about it," TSgt. Hackney 
said. "There's a vivid picture of it still in 
my mind, but yo  .1  gct to where you like 
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to forget about things like that. I lost a 
lot of good friends over there, but I can't 
let myself dwell on it. 

'There's today, and there's tomorrow. 
Yesterday is gone. and you can't change 
that. But don't worry about it, and if 
there's a lesron to be learned, then learn 
it, and press mi." 

The I rnie PJ learned his lessons well 
and, in his own 	he remembers 
his friends who didn't make it back. In 
front of the Aerospace Rescue and 
Recovery Servic .: headquarters building at 
Scott AFB is a sn:::11 plaque conmiemo-
rating the partreseuemen who lost their 
lives in Vietn:- :u. 

Although !'oc:v.nr airmen in the organ- 

photos by SSgt. Lou Comeger, AAVS 
Arlington, Va. 

TOP: SrA, Crrel:Y :-tackney admits she 
wasn't aware her husband was a war 
hero until she read about his Vietnam 
actions whit ,  studying for a promotion 
test. 
LEFT: TSgt. Hackney doesn't hesitate 
to help mairtain Ill's plague commemo-
rating his fallen friends who died so 
"that °them may !ive." 

ization ire usually detailed to trim the 
grass at aund the marker, visitors are 
sometir les startled to see one of the Air 
Force's most decorated war heroes kneel' 
ing the: e in fatigues and clipping the 	;. 
grass vkith shears. 	 r • 

"I Ii ;ure it's my job, too. if I don't,' 
cut the grass, who will? The young - 
airmen out there may do it, but for them. 
it's prc Dably just another work detail." 
With a glance at the plaque, he said, 
"This ilaque honors my fricnds—my 
buddic ." He didn't have to say more. 

Ano her insight into the character of 
Duane Hackney can be gleaned from 
a kite( his sister, Dianne, wrote to his 
wife. .Vithout her brother's knowledge 
Diann( sent Carole a package of news. 
clippir gs and photographs detailing. 
her bother's heroism and combat 
sions  ii  Vietnam. 

"DI anc said he didn't want these • • . 
anyme rc because they bring back too 
many -ncmories," Dianne wrote. "He 
lost a .ot of friends and saw a lot of 
death, despair, and unhappiness. As 
would say, 'It was something one does 
out of instinct.' I think that's why he was 
part o ' an elite group. . . . He was 
above average in instinct." 

His instincts enabled him to help save. 4. 1 
°then. They also helped him to survive:.t; 



SEARCH AND RESCUE 

During the war in Indochina, pararescue jumpers be( ame the most ad-
mired men on the rescue team. The parajumper was always the first friendly 
face seen by a flier downed in enemy territory. It was th( parajumper who 
stood at the helicopter door to lower the jungle penetrat )1 -  and, if the sur-
vivor was injured, it was the parajumper who went dow to help him. On 
several occasions, when only one man could get out, it w is the parajumper 
who stayed behind. 

On March 7, 1966, A 1 C William H. Pitsenbarger, ;. parajumper with 
the 38th Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Squadron, grabbed the hoist 
cable, wrapped his legs around the jungle penetrator, and began riding it to 
the ground to help evacuate American army troops from a Viet Cong am-
bush. As he passed through the trees an AK-47 bullet ripped into his back. 
Pitsenbarger held on, and when he reached the grounc he worked under 
enemy fire to aid the soldiers. The hoist operator on the F11-1-43F hauled up 
as many wounded GIs as the little chopper would hold. Pitsenbarger chose 
to stay behind to help the remaining soldiers, all of wh )m were wounded, 
fight off the Viet Cong. Soon another HH-43F showed up and the second 
helicopter's parajumper surveyed the now quiet battle sc me below. He went 
down and found that the enemy had killed Pitsenbarger and massacred the 
wounded soldiers. For his bravery, Airman Pitsenbargel was posthumously 
awarded the Air Force Cross. He was the first enlisted man to receive this 
award." 

A1C Duane D. Hackney, a parajumper with tie 37th Aerospace 
Rescue and Recovery Squadron, appeared in numerous after action reports 
as he established a record that made him legendary in he world of rescue. 
On February 16, 1967 Hackney was searching for a iowned pilot in the 
underbrush of a North Vietnamese jungle. He found the injured pilot and 
strapped him into a Stokes litter, the standard metal frame litter used by 
rescue forces since the Korean War, and both of them - ode up to the safety 
of the helicopter. As the men reached the door, North Vietnamese Army 
troops began firing at the chopper. The pilot pulled tlse HH-3E up, but an 
enemy gunner found his mark and the Jolly Green ( iant began to burn. 
Hackney put a parachute on the injured man and then climbed into one 
himself. Suddenly the helicopter exploded throwint Hackney out. His 
parachute opened just above the trees. The second HH -3E, the "high bird", 
rushed in and its parajumper went down to search for survivors. He found 
only Hackney, dazed but not seriously injured, anC brought him up to 
safety. 3° 

Less than a month later, on March 13, Hackney was one of two para-
jumpers aboard an HH-3E Jolly Green flying deep into Viet Cong territory 
just south of the demilitarized zone. A Marine I-1-34 troop transport 
helicopter was down and the survivors reported enemy soldiers closing in 
for the kill. A second Marine helicopter crew overhea -d the radio transmis-
sions calling for help and turned their larger H-46 troop and cargo 
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ARRGp Morilhly.CC krill Feb 67 
• 

• 
• . 

NOP 	CON ■" 	LM- 1. 

01 During January, the id ARRGp maintained a better than satis - 

E..flectiveness rate.. During the last few months, a concerlsd 
La.s been made by Group medical personnel to (Ister an improved 

relationship between host base medical facilities and ARRS units. In addi-
tion, current, medical training for 11 .pararescuernen has been established. 
All pararescuemen coming into the theater will enter . a medical facility 
receiving  front-linE casualties for two weeks training prior to joining • 
tnti r detachments. 

32. (U) In addition to their-.primary responsibilities Group medical 
personnel have been active in their support of civic a:tion teams and medical 
help at a local orphanage. Clothing has been collected, medicines procured, 
and time spent in helping to establish more effective lygenic standards in 
several areas. 

33. (U) I have received Dr Buckley's letter concerning the reallocation 
of the 3d ARRGp medical slot to the CCTS at Eglin A:B, Florida. I concur 
with this proposal and have asked the 3dARRGp Flight Surgeon to coordinate 
with Dr Buckley on the changeover. 

34. (li) Our Plans a.nd Programs Actions are such that I do not believe any 
benefit would be derived from discussing them in this letter, since they 
could not be discussed in sufficient detail to cover al: the facets of the pro-
blems facing us. Instead, we will continue to keep both PARRC and your 
headquarters advised of all our actions in this critical area. Suffice to say 
that we are doing everything possible to-get on with flea e programs. Our 
working relationship with itth Al improves day by der; and this will aid us 
in future actions. 

35. (S) We were all saddened, as I am sure you were, by the loss on 
6 February of Jolly Green 05 with most of its crew ttmd the rescued pilot. 
The pararescuemanis'escape was nothing short of miraculous. Yet, I feel 
that the training which these young men undergo had a lot to do with his 
rapid reaction; and this undoubtedlir'helped save his ]ife. Realistically, I 
am surprised that we have not lost.more of our aircxaft in SAR operations. 
Enemy defenses are growing stronger by the day; and it is my very grave 
responsibility,to advise that we should anticipate mo-e losses as the conflict 
progresses. Please be assured that we are studying tactics and employment 
of forces to counteract the enemy's increased capability wherever possible. 

, 
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MOP • 	 5 ' ; • • 
.. , •••• L 

;;.. (S; 	the. month (11 	1967, Nke math 38 saves: 15 combat. 

ni.;;1-combat, 

(I. 7 ) This, I hope. 	il bc thc longest Commander's Letter that I 
writ. ,F.ither it has been poorly organized, or too rtit.ch happen(4 during 
January. I suspect both may be the case. • My regards to the Stall. 

Sine er ely 

ALB.ERT P. LOVLRDY, Colonel, USAF 
Commander 

3 Atch 
1. Safcty Reminder Card (U) 

2. UM.) Study (U) 
3, Incident Investigation (S)NoForn 

(67.-AD-1940) 

Cy to: PARRC (PRCCO) 
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n a f.com Ic  
MOVIES GET I 

UP 10 50-90% OFF  

Graphic by Doc 

PATRICK HARDY WOOD 
Read the letter I have written to President Clinton, Vice-President 

Gore, Senator Christopher Bond, S , :nator John Ascroft, 
and Representative Jam , ;s Talent. 

Read the responses I have received 

Hardy was unfortunate in that the da j  he was lost was the 
first day of his tour of duty in Vietnam. His name is 
located on the Vietnam Wall on Pam,' 15E, line 1. I have 
found information where his status h as been changed to 
A3 - Hostile, died while missing, however, his remains 
have never been returned. I am still z waiting confirmation 
from the government regarding this change in status. 

Name: Patrick Hardy Wood 
Rank/Branch: 04/US Air Force 
Unit: 
Date of Birth: 23 January 1931 
Home City of Record: Kansas City MO 
Date of Loss: 06 February 1967 
Country of Loss: North Vietnam 
Loss Coordinates: 174600N 1054800E (VE847643) 
Status (in 1973): Missing in Action 
Category: 2 
AcftNehicle/Ground: HH3E 

http://powmia.freeservers.com/wood.htm 	 2/7/01 
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Other Personnel in Incident: Donald J. Hall; Richard A. Kibbey; 
Lucius L. Heiskell (all missing) 

Source: Compiled by Homecoming II Prc ject 15 March 1991 from 
one or more of the following: raw data from U.S. Government 
agency sources, correspondence with PON J/MIA families, published 
sources, interviews. Updated by the P.O.V T. NETWORK. 

REMARKS: 

SYNOPSIS: On February 6, 1967, Capt.  I ,ucius L. Heiskell was a 
pilot and was flying an 01F aircraft on a N isual reconnaissance 
mission with another 01F when his aircra I was struck by enemy fire 
forcing him to bail out. His parachute was followed to the ground 
and voice contact with him indicated that mmediate rescue was not 
feasible due to enemy troops in the area. 

Beeper signals continued and later an HH: , E helicopter flown by 
Maj. Patrick H. Wood was dispatched to r cover Heiskell. He was at 
this time located near the border of Laos arid North Vietnam about 5 
miles from the Mu Gia Pass. Wood's crew that day included Capt. 
Richard A. Kibbey and SSgt. Donald J. Hill. 

Heiskell was hoisted aboard, but as the he icopter was departing the 
area, it was hit by ground fire causing it to explode and crash. The 
helicopter pararescueman survived and WE s treated for burns. The 
remainder of the crew, Hall, Kibbey and Niood, as well as Heiskell, 
were not located. 

When 591 Americans were released in 19' 1 3, the crew of the HH3E 
was not among them. They were numbere l with nearly 3000 
Americans who remained missing, prison( r, or unaccounted for at 
the end of the war. 

Since American involvement in Vietnam ( nded in 1975, over 10,000 
reports relating to Americans missing, pri oner, or otherwise 
unaccounted for in Indochina have been n ceived by the U.S. 
Government. Many officials, having exam ined this largely classified 
information, have reluctantly concluded ii at many Americans are 
still alive today, held captive by our long-; igo enemy. 

Whether Wood and the crew of the HH3E survived the crash of their 
aircraft to be captured is not known. It is r ot known if they might be 
among those thought to be still alive toda). What is certain, 
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however, is that as long as even one Amei ican remains alive, held 
against his will, we owe him our very besi efforts to bring him to 
freedom. 

Patrick H. Wood was promoted to th:, rank of Colonel 
during the time he was maintained N issing in Action. 

..„ 	 . 	 . . .. 

Congratulations on your promotion, ;I:olonel! I salute you! 

Sat Jan 31 1998 
Msg: Can You help me find 	 

This is an extract from Survivor! an kpril 1984 Airman 
article by TSgt. Dan Allsup, Airman Staff Writer 

For his bravery as a 20-year-old pararescu 2man during the Vietnam 
conflict, TSgt. Duane D. Hackney was pre sented the Air Force 
Cross, second only to the Medal of Honor He was the youngest 
person, and the first living enlisted memb( r, to receive the medal. 

That was in 1967, the year he also won thc Cheney Award. Today, 
the barrel-chested Hackney carries the same 180 pounds on his 5- 
foot-10-inch frame as he did the day he St Pod at attention to receive 
the Air Force Cross. The once cherubic fa ,  ;e has matured in the last 
17 years, but his youthful appearance and :.,andid brown eyes match 
his enthusiasm for life. 

To cover the fading burn scars on his arms - permanent reminders of 
that eventful day in Southeast Asia - 36-y( ar-old us sually wears the 
long-sleeved uniform shirt with a tie. On I -  is chest are eight rows of 
ribbons, which stretch from the top of his )ocket nearly to the collar. 
The 54 medals make up enough fruit salac to serve lunch to a Jolly 
Green Giant helicopter crew. 

TSgt. Hackney tells his stories with just th:, right mix of gusto, salty 
language, and humor laced with pathos. IN hen recounting his 
Vietnam experiences he punctuates his tali;s with slicing hand 
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gestures and rolling eyeballs. 

His emotions alternately soar, while reme; nbering the adrenaline-
pumping rush of combat, or plunge when -emembers the friends left 
behind forever in a distant jungle. 

{ {These are details of the attempted -escue of Cricket 
FAC, Captain Lucius Heiskell, who vas shot down while 
flying an 0-1 Bird Dog of the 23rd ASS at NKP. In 
addition to Sgt Hackney, other crewi len on the H11-3E 
helicopter included Major Patrick 1-k rdy Wood, Donald J. 
Hall and Richard A. Kibbey. } 

. . .on the morning of Feb. 6, 1967, near Mu Gia pass in North 
Vietnam. "Oh, man, that was so long ago,' he says now. "We had just 
picked up our equipment to go on alert sta tus when we heard a plane 
had gone down. They scrambled us about 9 a.m." 

"We were the primary rescue helicopter, an HH-3E Jolly Green 
Giant. As soon as we got near the area, w( heard the downed pilot on 
the radio, but we couldn't see him. I was lowered to the ground on a 
hoist. I looked around and saw footprints Jl around - Vietnamese 
because the tread on their shoes was a lot ilifferent than the tread on 
our combat boots." 

"We had lost radio contact with the pilot, :.o I figured the North 
Vietnamese were probably chasing him ar d he had to stop 
communicating for a while." 

The PJ was in the jungle for nearly two hc urs, tripping over tangled 
vines and roots while trying to locate the c owned pilot and avoiding 
contact with the enemy. Finally the poor v reather got worse and the 
rescue team was forced to abandon the se z rch. They flew back to Da 
Nang and waited at base operations until lite in the afternoon, when 
the downed pilot was heard from again. 

"Once we knew the pilot was still alive, w decided to try it again - 
to go for it," TSgt Hackney continued. "We knew we had to get him 
out before dark, because after the sun drop ped, our chances for 
getting him would drop from about 90% to 30%. 

"When we went in again, a Sandy [an A-1 Skyraider escort aircraft] 
told us not to go over this one ridge becau ;e of heavy AAA and 
small-arms fire. But we had to - that's whc re the pilot was! Once we 
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got over the area, they lowered me on a hoist again, and this time I 
found the pilot. He was pretty messed up. 

"I got him into the hoist, but on the way b. tck up, the helicopter 
started drawing more fire, so the Sandy d opped in and knocked 
them out. Then the enemy's anti-aircraft g in picked us up on radar. 
The first hit jarred us pretty bad and there was a lot of fire and 
smoke. I knew we had to get out of the ch )pper." 

In the confusion, TSgt. Hackney managed to find his parachute and 
strap it on the rescued pilot before helping him out of the HH-3E. 
Groping around in the heavy smoke lookii ig for the fire extinguisher, 
the PJ found another parachute, this one o 1-soaked. He has his arms 
through the harness when the second enen ty round hit. The anti-
aircraft shell severed the fuel line and bleN1 the PJ through the closed 
door of the helicopter, 200 feet above the ;round. 

Semi-conscious, and weakened by shrapni;1 wounds and third degree 
burns, TSgt Hackney managed to pull the rip cord and hug the 
unbuckled parachute to his chest. He fell i hto a tree, which probably 
saved his life, but from there he plummete d downward onto a ledge 
in a crevasse about 80 feet below the jung e floor. 

"When I came to on the ledge I could look up and see the 
Vietnamese jumping from one side of the ravine to the other looking 
for me. If they had ever looked down, they would have spotted me. I 
saw four of them, but I figured there were more in the area. 

"A little later I heard an A-1E Skyraider o ier me and popped a flare. 
He saw my smoke and called in a Jolly GI een Giant that came in and 
picked me up. I guess I was probably on tlie ground less than an hour 
the entire time." 

The PJ later learned he was the only survi•Tor of the aborted rescue 
effort. His four fellow crewmembers and I he pilot he had pulled out 
of the jungle were never heard from again 

For giving the pilot his own parachute at reat risk to his own life, 
then Sgt Hackney was presented the Air F Jrce Cross by Gen. Howell 
M. Estes, then commander-in-chief of the Military Airlift 
Command. 

In the ceremony, conducted during an 800-man military parade at 
Scott AFB, II., Gen. Estes also presented the young pararescueman 
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the Silver Star, the Bronze star, and the Pt. rple heart. Sgt Hackney 
added those medals to the Distinguished F lying Cross with three oak 
leaf clusters, and an Air Force Commenda tion Medal with one oak 
leaf cluster, awards he had earned on previous missions. 

• . .His heroics that day in February 1967 t lso won him the 1967 
Cheney Award presented to airmen who p rform an "act of valor, 
extreme fortitude, or self-sacrifice in a huinanitarian mission in 
connection with an aircraft." 

Feb 01 1998 
From: Steve Whitton 
Subject: Re: Duane D. Hackne 

I DID FIND OUT THE MOST DECORA FED VET OF THE WAR, 
DUANE D. HACKNEY, PAST AWAY SEVERAL YEARS AGO. 
AS A PARARESCUE MAN, DUANE D. HACKNEY SAVE 
UNCOUNTABLE LIVES THAT EVEN1UALLY BECAME 
FATHERS AND GRANDFATHERS. 

STEVE WHITTON 

"All Biographical and loss information on POWs 
provided by Operation Just Cause have been supplied by 
Chuck and Mary Schantag of POW1\ ET. Please check 
with POWNET regularly for updates." 

This Operation Just Cause Web IR inL,  site is owned by 

Cathe 

[Prey' [Random] [Next] [Skip Nex 1  [Next 51 [Members I 
[Join] 
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Airwan First Class Duane D. 
Hackney equipped with para-

rescue gear. 

29 

az 
22 Jan 67 	The 57th ARR Squadron participated in I rescue operation about 

120 miles southwest of Ferro in the Calary Islands, where a 

Dutch merchant vessel, Jacob Verolme, as sinking. An HC-130 

arrived on scene and orbited over the lifeboats. Subsequently 

two pararescuemen were deployed to aid the injured. A Polish 

vessel, Batory, was directed to the ar?a, and all 49 of the 
survivors were picked up. 

6 Feb 67 	Airman First Class Duane D. 

Hackney, a pararescueman with 

the 37th ARR Squadron, was 

lowered from an HH-3 into the 

jungle in search of a downed 

fighter pilot. On the second 

try, he found the pilot, and 

the two men were hoisted to 

the aircraft. Moments later the 

helicopter was hit by antiair-

craft fire. Airman Hackney 

fitted the rescued pilot with 

a parachute and found another 

for himself. About that time, 

the HH-3 exploded. Airman 

Hackney's parachute opened about 

200 feet off of the ground, and 

he landed in a tree. The heli-

copter crashed, killing all 

occupants. Airman Hackney was 

later rescued by another heli-

copter crew. He received the 

Air Force Cross. 

14 Mar 67 	A new mission statement for ARRS included the task of operating 

a specialized aircrew training school. This mission was to be 

conducted by the 48th ARR Squadron at Eglin AFB, Florida, for 

aircrews of HH-3, HU-16, and HC-130 aircraft and for 

pararescuemen. 

2 Apr 67 	The first air-to-air recovery (ATAR) was performed by ARRS. 

HC-130H aircraft were equipped to "catch" the high altitude 

sampling device launched by Air Weather Service (AWS). The 

device was launched on a balloon to a 1 - eight of between 80,000 

and 135,000 feet. Then the package was released from the balloon 

and it parachuted downward. The HC-13C, which was specially 

equipped with a winch and grappling hocks, snatched the package. 
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Air Force Cross Won 

By Pararescue Airman 
Airman First Class Duane D. wa 4 hit by 37mm flak and set 

Hackney, a 20-year-old para- afire. 
rescueman from Flint, Mich., re-, I lackney fitted hi: own para- 
cently became the first living i See ENLISTED Page 6 enlisted man ever to receive the' 
Air Force Cross, the nation's  
second highest military award. 	 , .-i'i? 	i:::-.„,„,..;:.---. 	 ',-;'', ',..  : 1'1-  , 
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on a rescue helicopter in South-  
east Asia, also received the 2   .4..;'';' .  - : :-f-'..-*4- .  --• .', 
Purple Heart during the cere- 
monies. 	
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AIRMAN HONORED—AIC Dunne D. Hackney receives the 
Air Force Cross. the nation's si rood highest military decora-
tion, from Gen. Ilowell M. lisies Jr.. commander, Military Air-
lift Command., during recent ceret tonics at Scott AFB, 
Airman Hackney was feted for his (Jiring rescue of a downed 
pilot in North Vietnam. 

..es 	 in ri h 1 	0 	1ricro 

Glendon 	W. 	Ilackney, 	1107 W. 
Yale Ave., Flint, received the 
award from General Howell M. 
Estes, Jr., commander of the 
Military Airlift Command, after 
an 800-man military parade and 
review at Scott AFB, Ill. 

The airman, a crewmember 

- 	', 

of a downed fighter pilot. 
'in the second attempt, Hack-

nt : loi ated the pilot and the two 
mi n "ere hoisted into the wait-
ing 1111-3E helicopter. the famed 
Jolly Green Giant. The chopper 
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HALL, DONALD JOE 

Name: Donald Joe Hall 
Rank/Branch: E5/US Air Force 
Unit: 
Date of Birth: 26 March 1937 
Home City of Record: Stroud OK 
Date of Loss: 06 February 1967 
Country of Loss: North Vietnam 
Loss Coordinates: 174600N 1054800E (WE847643) 
Status (in 1973): Missing in Action 
Category: 2 
Aircraft/Vehicle/Ground: HH3E 
Refno: 0591 

Other Personnel in Incident: Patrick H. Wood; Richard A. (ibbey; Lucius L. 
Heiskell (all missing) 

Source: Compiled by Homecoming II Project 15 March 1991 from one or more of 
the following: raw data from U.S. Government agency sources, correspondence 
with POW/MIA families, published sources, interviews. Updated by the P.O.W. 
NETWORK 1998. 

REMARKS: 

SYNOPSIS: On February 6, 1967, Capt. Lucius L. Heiskell was a pilot and was 
flying an 01F aircraft on a visual reconnaissance mission with another 01F 
when his aircraft was struck by enemy fire forcing him tc bail out. His 
parachute was followed to the ground and voice contact with him indicated 
that immediate rescue was not feasible due to enemy troops in the area. 

Beeper signals continued and later an HH3E helicopter flcwn by Maj. Patrick 
H. Wood was dispatched to recover Heiskell. He was at this time located near 
the border of Laos and North Vietnam about 5 miles from the Mu Gia Pass. 
Wood's crew that day included Capt. Richard A. Kibbey and SSgt. Donald J. 
Hall. 

Heiskell was hoisted aboard, but as the helicopter was departing the area, 
it was hit by ground fire causing it to explode and crasl- . The helicopter 
pararescueman survived and was treated for burns. The renainder of the crew, 
Hall, Kibbey and Wood, as well as Heiskell, were not located. 

When 591 Americans were released in 1973, the crew of the HH3E was not among 
them. They were numbered with nearly 3000 Americans who /emained missing, 
prisoner, or unaccounted for at the end of the war. 

Since American involvement in Vietnam ended in 1975, ove/ 10,000 reports 
relating to Americans missing, prisoner, or otherwise unaccounted for in 
Indochina have been received by the U.S. Government. Man), officials, having 
examined this largely classified information, have reluctantly concluded 
that many Americans are still alive today, held captive ty our long-ago 
enemy. 

Whether Hall and the crew of the HH3E survived the crash of their aircraft 
to be captured is not known. It is not known if they miglt be among those 
thought to be still alive today. What is certain, howevei, is that as long 
as even one American remains alive, held against his will, we owe him our 
very best efforts to bring him to freedom. 
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On February 06, 1967, Capt. Lucius L. Heiskell was the pilot and was flying his 01F 
aircraft on a visual reconnaissance mission with another 011; when his aircraft was 
struck by enemy fire forcing him to bail out. His parachute wits followed to the ground, 
and voice contact with him indicated that immediate rescue w is not feasible due to 
enemy troops in the area. 

Beeper signals continued and later an HH3E helicopter flow, by Maj. Patrick H. 
Wood was dispatched to recover Capt. Heiskell. He was at thi: time located near the 
border of Laos and North Vietnam about 5 miles from Mu Gi I Pass. Maj. Wood's crew 
that day included Capt. Richard A. Kibbey and SSgt. Donald .1. Hall. 

Capt. Heiskell was hoisted aboard, but as the helicopter was aeparting the area, it was 
hit by ground fire causing it to explode and crash. The helicopter pararescueman 
survived and was treated for burns. The remainder of the croo, SSgt. Hall, Capt. 
Kibbey, and Maj. Wood, as well as Capt. Heiskell, were not lo:.ated. 
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Airman Second Class Duane D. Hackney  

Incident date: 6 February 1967 

Aircraft position: Pararescue Technician 

Place of incident: Near Mu Gia Pass, North Vietnam 

Unit: 37 Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Squadron 

Location of unit: Da Nang AB, Republic of Vietnam 

Synopsis: On 6 Feb 67, two HH-3 helicopters, "Jolly Green 05" 

and "Jolly Green 36" launched to attempt the recovery of "Nail 

65," a downed 0-1F pilot, NW of Dong Hoi, North Vietnam. After 

A2C Hackney had made one unsuccessful trip to the ground in 

search of the pilot, both "Jollys" returned to base because of 

foul weather. Later in the day, the helicopters launched again 

and were able to locate the survivor. A2C Hackney was lowered 

to the ground by "Jolly 05s" hoist. After loading the survivor 

into the Stokes Rescue Litter, they both were lifted out. As 

soon as they were in the door of the helicopter, the crew 

reported around fire. As they exited the area the helicopter 

was hit with a .37mm round and caught fire. With complete 

disregard for his own life, A2C Hackney took off his parachute 

and fitted it to the survivor. "Jolly 05" reported that it was 

on fire. which was confirmed by a "Sandy," AIE aircraft. In an 

instant, just as A2C Hackney had gotten another parachute over 

his arms, he was blown out of the aircraft by an explosion. He 

managed to pull the ripcord, with the chute opening just prior 

to hitting the trees. "Jolly 36" immediately made a run in to 

locate the downed aircraft. When they arrived, they found 

burning wreckage and a person waving his arms. Miraculously, it 

was A2C Hackney. He was the only survivor. He was recovered 

and "Jolly 36" returned to base. (I2:--) 

A2C Hackney was the most decorated enlisted man to participate 

in Southeast Asia. His decorations included the Air Force 

Cross, Silver Star. Distinguished Flying Cross with 2 Oak Leaf 

Clusters, Airman's Medal. Air Medal with nine oak leaf clusters, 
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Airman Second Class Duane D. Hackney 

On February 6, 1967, A2C Hackney,  a pararescueman, flew two sorties to rescue a downed 
American Pilot from an extremely hostile area. On the first flight, despite the presence of 
hostile forces below, he volunteered to conduct a ground search for the survivor. He 
searched until an evacuation of the rescue forces was ordered. On the second flight, A2C 
Hackney located the pilot who was lifted into the helicopter. As tie rescue crew was 
departing the area, their helicopter was severely damaged by enemy fire. With little regard 
for his own safety, A2C Hackney fitted his parachute for himself 3n d donned it when the 
helicopter was hit again, causing it to veer out of control. The fo -ce of the explosion blew 
A2C Hackney out of the helicopter; fortunately, he managed to c eploy his parachute and 
land safely. He was later rescued by another helicopter crew. Ba :k to recipients list. 

http://www.au.af.mil/au/cepme/heritage/afcross/afcross.htm 	 5/28/99 



6 rebruary 1967 -- Airman 
with the 37th ARR Squadron, 
established A combat 
save record making him 
legendary in the world 
of 	combat 	rescue. 
nuring one mission, 
Airman Hackney searched 
for a downed pilot in 
the underbrush of a 
North Vietnamese jungle. 
He found the injured 
pilot, strapped him into 
A Stokes litter, and 
both of them rode to the 
safety of the helicop- 
ter. 	As the men 
reached the helicopter 
door, North vietnamese 
Army troops began firing 
at the chopper. 	The 
pilot pulled the RH-3E 
up, hut an enemy gunner 
found his mark and the 
Jolly Green Giant began 
to burn. Airman Hackney 
quickly put a parachute 
on the inured man and 
then climbed into one 
himself. The helicopter 
suddenly 	exploded, 
throwing Airman Hackney 
out. 	His parachute 
opened just above the 
trees. 

First Class Duane D. Haccney, a pararescueman 
appeared in numerous afte-aetion reports as he 

A1C Duane D. Hackney 
operatee a rescue hoiet 
equipped with a forest 
penetrator. 

The second H14-3E, the "high bird," rushed in and its pararescueman ent 
down to search for survivors. He found only Airman hackney, dazed bu not 
seriously injured, and brought him to safety. 

A month later, on 13 March, Airman Hackney was on of two parareec men 
aboard an 14H-3E Jolly Green that flew deep into Vie: Cong territory just 
south of the demilitarized zone. A Marine H-34 troor transport holic pter 
was down, and the survivors reported enemy soldiers oleing in for the ill. 
A second Marine helicopter crew overheard the radio trinemiesion callin for 
help and turned their larger H-46 troop and cargo hflicopter toward heir 
beleaguered comrades. Airman Hackney's Jolly Green m7rived in time t see 
the H-46 fall out of the sky onto the first downed helisopter. 

On the ground the Marines gathered their injured tnd set their def ses 
against the enemy forces closing in from all sides. kbove, in the do of 
the HH-3E, Airman Duane Hackney watched as Air Force A-ls darted in to 	ast 
the Viet Cong. When the Skyraiders had laid down a snoke screen, the 	lot 
cautiously moved the Jolly Green over the embattled Ma . ines. As Boon a the 
giant chopper came to a hover, Airman Hackney wan on tha Stokes litter a 	on 
his way to the ground. 	Re loaded as many injured men as he could o the 
litter and rode up with them. Just as Airman Hackney and a wounded Matine 
got in the door, the pilot saw warning lights flash on, indicating hydrau“ca 
were out. With bullets smashing into the fuselage, the pilot pulled- the 
chopper up and headed for Da Nang AR. Meanwhile, Airnan Hackney, wh was 
working in the cabin treating the wounded, suddenly slunped to the floor An 
enemy bullet had grazed his helmet, knocking him )ut. He soon reo ned 
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consciousness and continued to set fractures, tend head 4ounda, and apply 
tourniqueta. For hie efforts, Airman Hackney received tht Air Force Cross 
from General Estee On 9 September 1967. Duane Hackney was he most decorated 
enlisted man to serve in Southeaat Asia. That in itself is quite an accom-
plishment because pararnscuemen had thus far, and will cont.nue to, earn more 
decorations than any other group of men in the Air Porce serving in 
Indochina. 

It was difficult for the audiences of the many nationa. television shows 
that Airman Hackney waa featured on to believe that th. modest and shy, 
baby-faced young man could have accomplished the many daring feats he had. 
It was also difficult for Security Policemen at Travis APB, California, 
to believe that such a young man could have actually been legitimately 
awarded all the medals he had pinned to his cheat, even al airman returning 
from a tour in Southeast Asia. On one return trip to the 5:etas, he was held 
in confinement until a telephone call verified that he was indeed authorized 
the medals he was wearing. 

0 
September 1967 - August 1972 -- Sergeant Chuck Morrow, a pararescueman, 
spent two tours in Southeast Asia at several locations for a total Of 34 
months. He was awarded three Silver Stars, five Distinguished Flyi 
Crosses, and numerous Air Medals during tnUre at Udorn AR, Thailand a 
Nakhon Phanom Royal Thai AB, Thailand for combat rescue m.asione flown In 
North Vietnam. 



USAF Helicopter Crew Losses — Vietnam WarCompiled by Jim Henthorn jh nthorn@home.com  
USAF Helicopter Crew Losses - Vietnam War 

William H. Pitsenbarger was the first airman to be awarded the Air Force Cr )SS posthumously. The Air Force 
Sergeants Association presents an annual award for valor in his honor. 

The Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Service is legendary for heroism in pe ce and war. No one better 
exemplifies its motto, "That Others May Live," than Bill Pitsenbarger. He de scended voluntarily into the hell of 
a jungle firefight with valor as his only shield--and valor was his epitaph. 
First appeared in October 1983 issue. 

Tail No.: 62-4511 	Model: HH-43 	Date of Loss: 28 Oct 66 
	

L nit: 38 th  ARRS, Pleiku 
Country of Loss: SVN 	Call Sign: Pedro 42 

Co-Pilot: George H. (Spike) Bonnell (12E-62) 
Position Unk: Francis D. Rice (11E-124) 

Notes: Aircraft crashed while attempting to take off from base on a medical evacuation mission. 

Tail No: 65-12779 	Model: HH-3E 	Date of Loss: 6 Feb 67 
Country of Loss: NVN 	Call Sign: Jolly  Green  05 

Pilot: Patrick H. Wood (15E-1) 
Co-Pilot: Richard A. Kibbey (14E-129) 
Flight Engineer: Donald J. Hall (14E-129) 

I  Jnit: 38th ARRS 

Notes: Helicopter was hit by ground fire while flying SAR for NAIL 65; cr ish site located atop 900 meter 
karst, 

Additional Notes: Shot down 6 Feb 67 on his first mission flying an HH3E Jolly Green Giant rescue chopper. 
They just picked up a downed pilot and were leaving the area when they w.:re hit with AA. The pararescueman, 
Duane Hackney was rescued shortly after winning the AF Cross for his eff ins and eventually became a Chief 
Master Sergeant in the Security Police. He retired from a squadron which I commanded. Three others and my 
dad where MIA from that flight. Lucius Heiskell, Donald Hall, and the oth r pilot were listed  as  missing in 
action and still are (I can't remember the pilots name, I'll send it later). He left behind my mom, me 45, brothers 
David 37 and John 32 and sister 44. Mom died eleven years later of a brok m heart. She never remarried and 
only found contentment the last year of her life when the AF had a final de :ermination board to settle life 
insurance and give finality that she really needed. She didn't want to let go but had given up all hope. We miss 
them both and remember them with fondness and much love. They were p Tfect parents like June and Ward 
Clever. Thanks Lt. Col. Richard A. Kibbey Jr., USAF Tuesday, January 2t , 1999 

Tail No.: 	Model: HH-3E 	 Date of Loss: 16Feb (7 	Unit: 37" ARRS, Quang Tri 
Country of Loss: Laos 	Call Sign: Jolly Green 56 

Pilot: Angelo Pullara (15E-50) 

Notes: Low Jolly Green was Jolly Green 56. High Jolly was Jolly Green (17. Attempted rescue of F-100 pilot 
Dusty 71. Dusty 82 was orbiting overhead 'till JG arrived. Location given as 045/19 off channel 72. Also given 
as XC8752 and later as coordinates 1555-10645. 

Jim Henthorn 	 Page 3 	 07/11/2000 



'iv 6.4 

Rescue Operation in the Mu Gui PasE 

On 6-Feb-67, Lucius Heiskell, a Forward Air Controller (FAC) took off from NKP, 
Thailand to cruise the Ho Chi Ming Trail to look for supply trucks. On that day, "Luke" 
Heiskell got shot down. Two rescue HH-3 helicopters driven by I\ Iajor Patrick Wood and 
Major Oliver O'Mara were called upon to attemp a rescue. AttachA is a formerly secret 
document that is the original "Incident Report" with a personal no te by "011ie O'Mara". 
INCIDENT REPORT - SECRET Narrative Statement Feb 67 NaL 65/Jolly Green 05 
Mission - Oliver R. O'Mara, Capt. USAF, RCC Jolly Green 36 

On 6 February 1967, I witnessed a display of bravery by Major PATRICK H. WOOD, 
FR60158, the RCC of Jolly Green 05 that was without a doubt above and beyond the call 
of duty. On that date, Jolly Green 05 as Low Bird, and myself as RCC of Jolly Green 36 
the High Bird, were launched from Nakhom Phanom RTAFB (NKP) at approximately 
0830 hours to effect the pickup of Nail 65, a FAC pilot, who had bailed out after being hit 
by ground fire, at a position approximately 3 miles northeast of M u Gia Pass, North 
Vietnam. 

Flight time to the area was approximately 1 hour. During this time:, Major Wood, as the 
lead RCC, briefed me over our discrete FM frequency on his proposed tactics. He 
directed me to stay in a safe area, since Mu Gia is notoriously kric wn as one of the most 
heavily defended areas in North Vietnam. Upon our arrival in the area, voice and beeper 
contact was established with Nail 65. Sandy 5 and 6 immediately iescended to pinpoint 
the survivor, and shortly thereafter called down Jolly Green 05. IV ajor Wood made his 
descent to the east away from Mu Gia and proceeded up the karst valleys in to the area. 
During his descent, Major Wood was advised by Sandy that they iad observed 37mm fire 
from a ridge to the north. I observed several air bursts during the lime at about 8,000 feet. 
Major Wood remained low, keeping below and between ridges, v*hich protected him 
from enemy guns. At this time, Nail 65 advised that he had heard some noises and was 
terminating his radio transmission for fear of being observed. Maj or Wood knew that this 
might mean capture for Nail 65 and elected to press home his search of the karst in a vain 
attempt to locate the pilot. At one point during the search, he observed chaff in the jungle 
trees and lowered his PJ to the ground in the hope that this was a signal from the downed 
pilot. After several more 37min rounds were lobbed into the area ind no further contact 
was made with the pilot, all forces were recalled and returned to MCP for further 
developments. 

At approximately 1630 hours, an airborne fighter pilot in the area of Mu Gia reported 
resumed voice contact with Nail 65. Major Wood in Jolly Green (15 and myself in Jolly 
Green 36 were again launched to the area as low and high bird reEpectively. 
Approximately an hour and a half remained until darkness. Major Wood expedited his 
entry into the general area, overflew Mu Gia and stationed himsel f in an area where he 
could make a let down. 

Sandy 5 and 6 had preceded us into the area and had established N oice contact with Nail 
65. However, because of a low overcast which in some areas cove red the mountain tops, 
they were unable to descent and pinpoint the downed pilot. At thi s.  time, with darkness 
approaching and weather deteriorating, Major Wood elected to descent unaccompanied 



below the overcast in an attempt to retrieve Nail 65. Again 37mm air bursts were 
observed in the general area at about 7,000 feet. At this time, Maj r Wood would have 
been completely justified as Mission Commander and because of he elements and enemy 
presence to terminate the mission. However, knowing that this mc ant almost certain 
capture during the night for the downed pilot, he again elected to pursue the pickup. he 
announced that he was under the overcast and in contact with Nai 65. After a short time, 
after receiving directional headings from Nail 65, Major Wood trz nsmitted that he had 
the pilot in sight and was going in for the pickup. After radio suer ce of approximately 3 
minutes, Major Wood transmitted that he had Nail 65 aboard and Alas pulling out. Almost 
immediately, his tragic transmission, "We're hit we're hit and on f re!" was heard. 

I descended into the area, conformed the crash and after three pas: ■es ascertained no sign 
of life, other than the bailed out PJ (Duane Hackney), whom I pieS ed up and returned to 
base. 

My own association with Major Pat Wood began in the same Rescue Group, the 3rd, 
while in Korea 13 years ago. I knew him then as a young dedicated rescue pilot. He 
remained dedicated in the highest tradition of the Air Rescue Sen ice. My finest tribute to 
him is to know and say that Major Patrick H. Wood, after calculal ing the risk, truly risked 
his life in an attempt to save another. Failure to give proper recogi iition to Major Patrick 
H. Wood for his gallant valor would be a grave injustice to him ai d to members of the 
Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Service. 

OLIVER E. O'MARA, Captain, USAF 8-Feb-67 RCC Jolly Gree 136 Personal 
addendum by 011ie O'Mara 

I HAVE SENT ALETTER TO DAVID WOOD IN WHICH I SP] 'AK OF MY LONG 
ASSOCIATION WITH HIS DAD PAT AND MY DEEP AND S NCERE REGARD 
FOR HIS DAD'S FRIENDSHIP;OUR MISSION OF 6 FEB 67 A \ID OTHERS, OF HIS 
OUTSTANDING ABILITY AS A PILOT AND TEACHER(INS'IRUCTOR AT 
TURNER AFB) AND OF HIS APPEARANCE AND PORTRAN AL OF AN AIR 
FORCE OFFICER. I THOUGHT THEN AND THINK NOW TB AT PAT WOULD 
HAVE SOME DAY BEEN A GENERAL OFFICER. 

I THINK ALL OF YOU WOULD APPROVE OF MY LETTER kl\ID HOPE THAT IT 
EASES DAVID'S AND HIS FAMILIE'S MINDS. I ALSO SEN1 HIM MY MISSION 
AND CITATION REPORT (FOR PAT) AND A PICTURE OF JOLLIES AND 
SANDIES HEADING NORTH 	I HOPE AND THINK YOU 1 VOULD ALL 
APPROVE OF MY PACKAGE. 

CORRECTION: I HAVE ONE(1) AIR FORCE CROSS FOR A 4ISSION PREVIOUS 
TO 6 FEB AND WAS NOMINATED FOR ANOTHER FOR 6 F EB UNBEKNOWNST 
TO ME ----I SUBMITTED NO PAPERWORK FOR IT AND LE ARNED A LONG 
TIME AFTER I WAS HOME THAT IT WAS DOWNGRADED TO A DFC---NEVER 
KNEW WHY AND NEVER TRIED TO CHANGE IT -- WOUL )1\l'T KNOW HOW 
BUT I DO RESENT IT. 



I GUESS THERE IS ALWAYS SOME HUMOR IN EVEN TRA MC EVENTS --I 
REMEMBER PULLING OUT WITH HACKNEY ABOARD GOING LIKE HELL, 
LOW WITH BLADES JUST CLEARING THE VALLEY SIDE  ;  AND ITS GETTING 
DARK-STAYED DOWN FOR ABOUT 5 MILES THEN PULI,ED UP TWISTING 
AND TURNING JUST KNOWING WE WERE GOING TO TAKE A HIT ----DARK 
NOW AND SMOOTH---CLIMBED TO ABOUT 12,000 AND BEADED TO NKP 
ALONE; NO SANDIES. PJ CALLED FROM THE BACK SAYI NIG HACKNEY'S 
PULSE WAS OVER 200-I SAID GIVE HIM A BRANDY-HE DOESN'T WANT IT-
"SEND IT UP TO ME!!", I SAID. AND, SO BACK TO NKP WITH TERRIBLE 
MIXED EMOTIONS----S0 DISTRAUGHT AT LOSING PAT A ND HIS CREW AND 
NAIL65 YET SO TIRED AND SO GLAD TO BE ALIVE. 

SO, GOODNIGHT ALL; I'VE ENJOYED OUR ASSOCIATI01\ IMMENSELY. 
CHEERS OLLIE O'MARA/OSCAR-OSCAR MRO@TOTACC.COM  


