
'Giants' Are Welcome SigJ~t 
II Youfe Down in Nonll 

SAIGON-" Ask any man in my I for their 2aCl-fcet cable would not: The rescue crew spot ed the 
outfit, and he'll. tell you we h;n'.e w,ork. It had worked duri!1g pre- ,

1
. ~im, flickering light thro' gh the 

the best mission m the Air . flight and m another test Just be- iung\e canopy and ma le the 
For('e." Speaking a bit too loudly fore the helicopter reached the 1 rescue. 
for the size of the room, Air pilot. : "The pararescue boys a1 ~ some 
For('e Maj. Baylor R Haynes, The rescue crew made two of the damnedest ch:oi ·acters 
commander of an Air Force passes over the pilot and picked, you've ever met.'' HaynL' ; says. 
rescue helicopter unit, begins to up more ground fire each time. I "They'll go anywhere and lo any­
talk about the men who are re- They called for moi·e help from : thing, and they act like :hey're 
sponsible for rl:'scuing downed the A-tE pilots flying air cover. : spring loaded to go down ·he line 
pilots in communist north Viet- After the Skyraider pilots again 'i (eager to descend on the • oist to 
nam_ strafed the area, Jennings . aid a downed pilot)." 

"Every last one of them, and\ dropped the big rescue chopper i Recently, one of the par; rrscue 
I mean the support people _ ! i~to the brush m~xt to the trapped · men 1id "go down the L ie" to 

. clerks, supply men, the lot-as , pilot. The flight engineer l!-nd I find a Navy A-4 pilot. 
: well as the chopper crews will pararescue man pu!led the pilot Hovering directly OV( r the 
tell you their job is to recover to. sakty, and Jcnnmgs to?k of.f,' pilot's position, the rescu crew 
downed aircrew members,'" _he cl1pp.mg th~ deep b:ush ~~t~ his I cou!d hear his beeper ani voice 

, continues in a loud gratmg voice rotoi blades and ba1 ely m1ssmg a radio, but they could not locate 
, -a result of flying helicopters hill. him In the thick, jungle c >ver. 
·since the early 1950s. ' ''Although it takes team work' The pararescue man re le the 
, In his fatigue uniform, the· ~o do_ the job," says Haynes, "the ! cable into .the trees and valked 
1 burly Texan looks like the charac-1 md1v1dual heroism of my ~en\ around unlll he located th. Navy 
ter whose name his unit bears nevt>r ceases to amaze me. I ve : airman. H_e then. directed t 1e HH­
-the "Jollv Grern Giant." A: go! one man (SSg! Rerkel;-r E. 3C to their position and 1 safe 
veteran of World War II and the: Na.ugle, 32, a flight engmeer)' res~ue was made. 
Korean War Haynes typifies the flymg over north Vietnam nght \ Like other rescue crew mt>m· 
s irit and ;norale of his men. , now who spen.t seven hours up 1 hers, pararescue _medic a~e ' ife is an experienced rescue pilot thert> scramblmg thr,~ugh the '. amon~ t~e best tra~ned 1 te~. m 
with over 70 missions in H-5 and bushes last ".'l'ovember. . , the Air F_orce. Each is a. qt allf1ed 

. H-l 9 helicopters during the Ko- Naugle ba1le? out of a burmng ' parnchut1st, SCUBA dive· and 
: rean War. HH-3C when _11 was shot down I mrdical corpsm•,n. 
' -·we arc ca!lPd the Jolly Green about. 40 miles southwest of \ AU res~ue crew membe s ~re 
, G- ts " Ha ·nes say~ "because Hanoi, Nov. 6. He suffered se~e1·e : trarn_cd m escape and ~ 1·asion 
· 0 /a;hr' size ~nd coloring of our burns, but was. rescued at mght, and Jungle, desert and wat ,r sur­
. helicopters and the giant-size job by a~other hehcopte1~ crev.:-. v~va!, as well as _reseue tech-

. · 0 1 d ing .. I Flymg over Naugle s position, . mques. Most are tramPd at Stead 
m~h~e !e:e:;e cr;ws ·fl camou-: t~e r~scue heticoptrr _pilot ask_ed ; Air Force Base, Nev. 
la e HI -. . rescue h:li tPrs I him if. he had anythmg to pm- i Hayne~' resc_ue crews were 

f ~~ifie~ 3~t•rsi-on of th~0far e' I point his. location. Naugle had lost i formed and tramed at ~te; d and 
:1owerful CH-~C transport ch~ '. his surv1yal _gear dunng_ bail out. , came to Southeast A~ia. o re­
,) . P but he ht his 1:1garet lighter as , place a temporary umt rn Octo-
pe~~r rescue work, the helicopter a last hope. __________ ~-her, 1965. 
,s equipped with armor plating, 
<'Xtra fuel tanks and a powerful 
winch with a jungle-penetrating 
hook for pick-ups. On rescue 
:nis~ions, th1' huge green chopper 
carries a crew of four-two pilots, 
a flight engineer and a para­
:-escue man. 

Haynes says, '"We"ve got some 
of the most-experienced chopper 
Hen in the rt'scue bu~iness. They 
know their job and work as a 
!~;im to get it done." 

Over the jungles of communist 
north Vietnam, pilots arc often 
forced to hover at tree-top level , 
or even go into thick under­
growth to pick up a downed pilot. 
A.~ the pilot Jowers into the trees, 

, the other crew members watch 
; for limbs which can wreck the 

helicopter. 
Last November, a crew on its 

I first rescue mission over the com- : 
munist north actually landed in '~ 
thick elephant grass to pick up 

, a downed Air Force F-105 
I Thund<'rchief pilot. [ 
· Capt. Jerry W. Jennings. 35, I 
was aircraft commander on the 
flight, and Capt. James ("Dig-
.. ~r~~· ~ j' n 4 n ..... 11 '1'1 n•..,. I[' £>~ .,...;l ...... t 
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3 U.S. 'Copters Mal{e 
Daring Rescue in,North 

Paramedics 
Help Bring 
D~ ~.I_ n __ _ • _ 
.._.a'--'.1~ .1 a.tr 

SAIGON (UPI)-Th ree U.S. helicopters 

whirled deep into North Viet Nam Tuesday 

with paramedics aboard and daringly res· 

cued two crewmen of a U.S. Phantom jct 

shot down near Dien Bien Phu_ Two other 

U.S. jets were downed by groundfirc and 

thci r pilots lost as American planes battled 
Ml Gs in ! h rec dog! igh t.~ over the north_ 

In South Viet Nam more than 2,000 fear. 
fu! Vietnamese pt'asants fled a Viet Cong 

base ca mp a rca in the 11-kkong Delta and 

reported the Communists had dro"'ned four 
farn1ns in n·prisal for American air a(. 
tacb against them. 



.ring 11escuc llJL 1 , U .l tl.J. 

Paramedics 
-
Help Bring 
Bacl{ Pair 

SAIGON (UPl)-Three w.S. helicopters 
whirled deep into North Viet N"arn Tuesday 
with paramedics aboard and daringly res· 
cued two crewmen of a U.S. Phantom jet 

~hot down near Dien Bien Phu. Two other 
U.S. jets were downed by groundfire and 

their pilots lost as American planes battled 
MIGs in three dogfights oyer the north. 

1n South Viet Nam more than 2,000 fear· 
ful Vietnamese peasants fled a Viet Cong 
base camp area in the Mekong Delta and 
reported the Com m1.1n is ts had d rovmed four 

farmers in reprisal for American air at· 
tacks against them. 

IN lHE SA.J\llE AREA, government 
spokesmen said, 64 Viet Cong turned them­

sc !;·es in to author:t ies. In the jungles north· 
west of Saigon, South Vietnamese forces 
captured a record cache of 3(),000 Viet Cong 

khaki and black pajama-type uniforms. 
In the air war, a U.S. spokesman an­

noum::ed that the two t.:.S planes downed 
Monday were an air force thunderchid jct 
and an RF IOI V60d6 t ecu 1 Hi a tssa .tee pratre:-

• ..........._._..~ as"11."S. pilot!! plunger! deep 
into the heavily defended Red River Vailcy 

and hit a vital railyard at Yen Bay, 7S 
miles northwest of Hanoi. Both pilots were 

missing and foared dctid. 
The third American plane was shot do"'TI 

Tuesday during fresh American ra[ds near 

Dien Bien Phu, the ·historic French battle­
field of the Indochinese war som!.' 230 miles 
northwest of Hano~ near the Laotian border. 

THIS WAS the scene of the daring res· 
cue. The first two helicopters sent ro tlic 
rescue were fore~ to leave the scene dLJe 
to mechanical difficulties after picking up 
1he two pilots. and had to leave the two 
paramedtcs behind on the groLJnd. 

The paratroop-trained medics held on 
in the Communist countryside while Sky· 
raider fighter planes flew cover overhead 
until a third rescue helicopter picked them 
up about two hours later. 

The three plane losses reported Tuesday 
brought to 4.38 the total number of U.S. 
warplanes lost over North Viet Nam in 
the war. 

For the second straight day on :tfonday, 
American jets tangle-d with Communist 
MIGs as U.S. Air Force, Naw and Marine 
p[lots flew 85 miss[ons over the Communi5t 
north, highlighted by the de\'astating 1\i~ 

Force attack on the Yen Bay rail installa· 



PACIFIC AIR FORCES NEWS SERVICE REI EASE NO • 162 
3-18-66 

ADX M8DAL CRITERIA 

Hq. PJ\CAF, Hawaii--The Chief of Staff_, USJ\}, has annoW1ced a. change 

to Air ~dal criteria for sustained operational a ~tivities in Southeast 

Asia. 

Previot~ly, criteria required a minimum of 25 combat or operational 

missions without regard to type of mission or deg ·ee of combat exposure. 

The new criteria is as follows: 

Ten missions - Combat operational mission: over North Vietnam, 

such as air strike, air cover, escort, flare drop reconnaissance, search 

and rescue, ECM and ELINT. 

Twenty missions - Combat operational miss: ons over South Vtetnam 

and other SE/\. areas (exclusive of North Vietnam), such as air strikes_, 

air cover, escort, air interception, defoliation, reconnaissance, 

airborne forward air controller, search and reacue, ECM and ELINT, 

Thirty-five missions - Combat support mis~1 Lons, such as airlift, 

air refueling, psychological warfare, airborne early warning control and 

courier. Tankers will receive two-for-one credit m certain missions 

flown. (PACAF NS) 

-30-

----UNITED STATES AIR FORCE -- AEROSPACC POWE!i Fon PEACE----



PACIFIC AIR FORCES NEWS SERVICE 

THE JOLLY GREEN G !ANTS 

RELEASE NO • l. 19 
3-18-66 

Hq. 2 AIR DIV 1 Saigon-- 11Ask any man in my o itfi t, and he 1 11 tell 

you we have tM best mission in the Air Force. 11 • l:peaking a bit too loud 

for the size of the room, Air Force Maj. Baylor R Haynes, corrnnander of 

an Air Force rescue helicopter unit, begins to ta.-k. about the men who 

are responsible for rescuing downed pilots in Corn:1w1ist North Vietnam. 

''Every last one of them, and I mean the sup: 1ort people--clerks, 

supply men, the lot--as well as the chopper crews will tell you their 

job is to recover downed aircrew rrernbers 1 11 he con .inues in a loud 

gravelly voice--a result of flying helicopters sii ce the early 1950s. 

In his fatigue uniform, the burly Texan loo! s like the character 

whose name his unit bee.rs - -the "Jolly Green Giant. " A veteran of World 

War II and the Korean War, Haynes typifies the sp:rit and morale of his 

men. He is an experienced rescue pilot with over 70 miss ions in H-5 

and H-19 helicopters during the Korean Wa.r. 

"We are called the Jolly Green Giants," Ha.YJ es says, "because of 

the size and coloring of our helicopters and the tiant-size job my 

people are doing • 11 

The rescue crews fly camouflaged HH-3C resc\~ helicopters, a 

modified version of the large 1 powerful CH-3C trar: ;:port chopper. 

For rescue work, the helicopter is e q_ uippe d Hi th armor plating , 

extra fuel tanks and a powerful winch w::i. th a jungl ~-penetrating hook for 

pick ups. On rescue missions, the huge green chor?er carries a crew of 

four - -tvo pilots, a flight engineer and a parare s c .ie nan. 

MORE 



2--The Jolly Green Giants (Rel. No. 179) 

Over the jungles of Communist North Vietnam, HH-3C pilots are 

often forced to hover at treetop level or even go : nto thick \.Uldergrowth 

to pick up a downed pilot. As the pilot lowers in-+ o the trees, the other 

crew ~mbers watch for limbs which can 'Wl."eck the ht licopter. 

IE.st November, an HH-3C crev on its first re~cue mission over the 

Comrmmist North actually landed in thick elephant ~ rass to pick up a 

downed Air Force F-105 Thunderchief' pilot. 

Capt. Jerry W. Jennings, of El Paso, Tex., vrcs aircraft commander 

on the flight, and Capt. Janes (Digger) O'Dell, of C!harleston, s.c., 

was copilot. 

When they went in to pick up the pilot, they discovered the hoist 

for their 250-foot cable would not work. It had wcr"ked during preflight 

and in another test just before the helicopter reacted the pilot. 

After Skyraider pilots strafed the area, Jenr ings dropped the big 

rescue chopper into the brush next to the trapped i: ilot. The flight 

engineer and pararescueman pulled the pilot to safety, and Jennings took 

off, clipping the deep brush with his rotor blades 3.lld barely missing a 

hill. 

Returning to base, they found they had gone c2eper into the 

Communist North than any other rescue crew at that time. 

11 Al though it takes team work to do the job, 11 ::ays Haynes, "the 

individual heroism of my rren never ceases to amaze re. I've got one man 

(SSgt. Berkeley E. Naugle, of Gettysburg, Pa., a flight engineer) flying 

over North Vietnam right now who spent seven hours .xp there scrambling 

through the bushes last Novem'ber. 11 

MORE 



3--The Jolly Green Giants (Rel. No. 179) 

Naugle bailed out of a burning HR-3C when it 1as shot down about 40 

mi le s south-west of Hanoi, Nov. 6, 1965. He s uffere: . severe burns, but 

was rescued at night by another helicopter crew. 

Flying over Nau.gle's position, the rescue hel: copter pilot asked 

him if he had anything to pinpoint his location. m .ugle had lost his 

survival gear during bail out, but he lit his cigar' tte lighter as a 

last hope. 

The rescue crew spotted the dim, flickering 1 ght through the 

jungle canopy and made the rescue. 

"After two weeks of no flying, Naugle cane to me and asked to be 

put back in the bird," says Haynes. 

11The pararescue boys are sorre of the damndest characters you 1ve 

ever met," Haynes says. "They'll go anywhere and dr, anything, and they 

act like they're spring loaded to go down the line 1 eager to descend on 

the hoist to aid a downed pilot)." 

Recently one of the pararescue men did 11go dm n the line 11 to find a 

Navy A-1~ pilot. 

Hovering directly over the pilot's position, ·he rescue crew could 

hear his beeper and voice radio, but they could not locate him in the 

thick, jungle cover. 

The pararescue man rode the cable into the trE es and walked around 

until he located tb! Navy airman. He then directed the HH-3C to their 

position and a safe rescue was ma.de. 



4--The Jolly Green Giants (Rel. No. 179) 

Like other rescue crew members, parares cue m:: dies are among the 

best trained men in the Air Force • Each is a qualified parachutist, SCUBA 

diver and medical corpsman. 

All rescue crev nembers are trained in escapE and evasion and jungle, 

desert and water survival, as well as rescue technj ques. Most are 

trained at Stead AFB, Nev. 

Haynes' rescue crews were forn:ed and trained 9..t Stead and carre to 

Southeast Asia to replace a te~orary unit in Octot~r 1965. 

Since their ass ignmmt here, Haynes ' crews ha '/e made 1 7 res cues 

in hostile territory . They share the Presidential Jni t Ci ta ti on with other 

rrembers of the Military Airlift Command's 38th Aerc:ipace Rescue and 

Recovery Squadron for rescue work in Southeast Asia. 

Pointing to the Aerospace Rescue and Recover:1 Service emblem, Haynes 

says, "We 're just like everyone else over here --doi ig a job to the best of 

our ability but we are all dedicated to the Rescue 3ervice motto-- 1Tha.t 

Others May Live .. 1 That is our sole purpose for flylng over North Vietnam 

or anywhere else." {PACAF NS) 

----UNITED STATES AJR FORCE -- AEROSPACE POWEi: FOR PEACE----



THE VALLEY OF THE JOLLY GREEN GIANTS 
DA NANG AIR BASE, REPU:BLIC OF Vll."TNAM 

On 18 July 1966 two Sikorsky HH-3E helicopters. serial number 3 65-12783 and 65-12784 
with borrowed crews from Det. 5, 38th ARRS at Udorn, Thail-'\Ild landed at Da Nang marking 
the employment of South Vietn&n based Jolly Green Giants for :he first time. 'l'wo days 
later on 20 Ju.ly 1966, the two choppers flew north for their :trst recovery, US Navy Lt 
JG Dieter Dengler, wboee five months imprisonment and 23 day tacape and evasion ordeal 
has become legendary. 

Flight and ground creva to man tl.la ntlW operation had been in ;he trajning pipeline since 
February. Places like Sheppard, Stead, Turner and Al brook h.ai ~ seen these new Jolly Greens 
and would not soon forget them. In July, the first contingeo·; arrived at Da Nang to take 
over from the Udorn crewa. La.ta in .August, the second batch '~ved and by the first week 
in September, tbe IM. Nang crews were operating on their own. On 4 September 1966 the 
third Jolly Green, mm.ber 65-12786 taxied onto the hot PSP r&1p 11.t Da Nang. The next 
morning at daylight 1 t JM.de !ta wey north to Quang 'l'ri and la· er that day it crossed the 
DMZ for its first pickup 15 miles vest of the heavily defendec North VietWUDeae city of 
Dong Hoi, sustaining a hit in one ma1Jl rotor blade epar for 1~s first taste of fire. 

The combat lo BB of one Jolly Green by Dot. 5 w1 th a Det. 7 pi: ot flying 1 t and the loss 
of two others through landing accidents has robbed us of much needed aircraft but with 
grim determination our ground crews patch the bullet holes, cJean the dust and salt epray 
from the engines, curse the lack of supplies and maintenance lacilities ~ somehow, with 
scotch tape !llld bailing wire and a full APTO Form 781-::B, send them out each morning. Oo­
caaionally, the weary craft can't IMke it safely without some part so our Marine Corpe 
friends with CH-46s called Boonie Sue, Northbrook or :&..tffalo City, stand in for us. 

In spite of every-ting, our list is growing. An A-lE crew, an F-4C, an F-105, another 
Ar-1 and an OV-l are added. Christmaa 1966 finds us with eleve a presents to offer; a 
husband, a father, an only eon. We -pray each dey that the list will grow no more. When 
it does, it re pre sen ts a mu.l ti.million dollar aircr&ft destro~ i and an irreplaceable crew 
in jeopardy. But if they ere down, ve also pray that our skills will be manifested and we 
can bri.ng one more Satisfied Jolly Green Customer home to pla.c' hie name with those belov. 

Major Villi.am V. D. llickerson 
Informa.ti)n Officer 
28 Decemb!r 1966 
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PAlARESCUEMAN AlC Franklin 0. Stevson is intro luced to 
tht qudience by Bob Hope and Reita Faria of 1 ndio, Mi· s World, 
during a recent show in Southeast Asia. Stevson sang 1is "Bal­
lad of the Joi! y Greens" for the 5e rv icemen. 



'Jolly Greens' Prah:es · 6JBl41 
SA! CON - A 21-:.'ear-old 

Air Force parare:-icuernan, 
who ha~ twice been de('or­
atect for daring· reseues of 
downe1l pilots in Nor th 
Vietnam, is singing his unit's 
praises Y ia fo I k song lia 11 ads_ 
Ilis "Ballad of the J oily Crrcns'' 
was heard by thousands of sen·­
kemen in Southeast Asia a~ he 
performed on the Bob Hope 
Christina~ show. 

A2C Vranklin D. Stevson fl ie~ 
with the Jolly Green Giants, a 
helicopter-equipped Air Forre 
unit <'haq;Prl with rescuing 
pilots from North Vietnam. 

Airman Stevson·~ Jolly Green 
crew has pl'.'netrated the :"\'orth 
Vietnam border 11 times, work­
ing rc~cue pickups on five occa­
sions. Twice the young para· 
reseueman has dropprd from his 
chopp('r to assist crew members 
injured or Inst in the jungle_ 
One sud1 reeent venture, staged 
near Dien Bien Phu. earned 
Stevsnn an Oak Lear Cluster to 
his Distinguished Flying Cross. 
His other jungle adwnture was 
the rescue of an R~'-101 pilot 
who had hecn down for 27 hours. 
Stevson later received a lettel· 
from the-pilot's family, expres~· 
ing their gratitude for hi.~ role 
in the su ccessfu I reco\·e ry _ 

"Thfs· meant more to me then 
any medal I could hal'e re­
ceived." says Stc1·~on. 

When the Jo\lv Gr('-('-n~ are 
not actually on a· mission they 
are on alert. During thesf' 
waiting hours Stevson'~ guitar 
is his constant companion. lie 
has combined musical talent 
and deep belief in the rescue 
effort to create his own ballad. 
The song depicts thl' dan~er 
of the res~ue mission and thf' 
valor of Jolly Green crews. 

Stevson is impressed by his 
unit"s mission, esprit de corps 
and the rnvironment in which it 
operate!. · · 

'"Folk ballads are m;t' way of 
telling people ahout the Jolly 
Greens," he _says. 

: .. : .. : .. · .:· .:.·· · . 
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PARARESCUEMAN A2C Frankl n D. Stevson is introduced to 
the dudience by Bob Hope ond R :ita Faria of India, Miss World, 
during a recent show in Southeo t Asia. Sterson sang his "Bal­
lad of the Jolly Greens" for the : e rv icemen. 



D0Wi1ed'~~,,;1C>'ts ~~Cited 

for Their Calmness 
Ry SSgt Chuck Framie 

SAIGO'\'-"Our search and rescue mission is the most danger­
ous part of our operation in Vietnam," says Capt_ Jerry L. Caskey, 
"but it's also the most rewarding." Caskey, a 1960 graduate of the 

I 
At' Academy, is an A-IE pilot 
of the 602d Fighter Sq. Since 
November, the squadron has di-
rected rescue of more than 70 
downed pilots over North Viel· 
nom. 

A rescue force generally con· 
sists of A-lEs and HH-3Cs. In 
some instances, a force may or­
bit -0vcr North Vietnam while a 
major strike at a particularly 
heavily defended target is in 
progress. 

"When a pilot realizes he's 
going to have t-0 punc_h oul," 
Caskey said, "he can improve 
his chances by landing in the 
most isolated area he can find. 

'·If he lands in a populated 
area, he can be captured immedi­
ately. And the ground fire may 
deny access to the area for the 
rescue force." 

~ • 
PILOTS FLYING over North 

Vietnam wear survival vests 
which carry several signaling de­
viees. One is a small two-way 
radio which can be operated as a 
homing beacon. 

As a parachuting crew mem­
ber floats to earth, the remain­
ing- members of his flight orbit 
o\·crhead to mark his loeation, 
As soon as the pilot lands, he 
tries to talk on his emergency 
radio with fightef1> O\'erhead. 

The or bi ting pllots ca 11 for a 
I rescue force in case the hailed-

out pilut didn't have time to do 
so. 

"If the man on the ground can 
talk to us, we ean learn his phys· 
ical condition, something about 
his environment, and if there's 
any enemy activity in the area," 
said Caskey. 

The fighters can suppress en­
emy fire or keep hostile forces 
away from the survivor. Cas· 
key dtes one case in whieh the 
fighters laid a smoke screen be­
tween the pilot and some hostile 
ground troops. The rescue 
chopper came in behind the 
pickup. 

"I'm always amazed at how 
calm these pilots are when 
they're on the ground," Caskey 
said. "I've talked to men on the 
ground who had ground troops 
all around them but the surviv­
or stayed ealm. Several times, 
dQwned pilot~ even suggested 
courses of action which helped 
us considerably. You've got to 
respect men like that'' 

W24 SEPTEMBER 28, 1966 
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THE AIR FORCE IN ACTIOt 

. ·-~:- -~ '.;..;. .. · .. '. : : :. ::,_: . ...... -·~·· . : .. : .. ·:: .. · ... L::: .... :: .. -.:::;:_._._.· 
RESCUE CC VER-A Douglas A-1 E Sky1aider is airborne to c1 
rescue helic opters attempting pickup of o downed pi lot. : 
raiders carry o variety of ordnance, including rockets, bombs, 
20r.-,m connc i. (AFNSl 

USAF PHC 

.·::····::::_ ..... : .. ·: :" :: 
. · .. ·.· ·.··.·. :,.: ... ··:-· 

AF'S AEROSPACE Rescue ond Recovery Serv :e next yeor gets eight Sikorsky HH-538 heov· 
lift 'copters. In this artist's (Onception, one Jf the new choppers plucks o downed oirmc 
from the jungle. The HH-538, AF version of the CH-53A used by the Morine Corps, will l 
the largest and fastest helicopter in Air For ;e's inventory. 



harlies and Creen Ciants,. T ocl 
t!h=rn ,Jni!y ( ;t'l•vn ( ;Lu~t-~. 

.e ,_·1'.I tliern Ui:.'. Ch:11 !k~­
,. ,-,-,:1 r!wm 1111lwlicv;1hl1·. 

r ~- lfl:<' Cl l-3C.~ "!111 Aen1-
·(' J h•s< ·11 (' a 11d I u~1 ., •Vl' I' y 
>kl"<' Hll-:\1:: arc pl'n\ing 
1seiv<'s in this !wlkoµl1·1· 

T:wy have Iim.1·n d1·;-p 
>,' u: !11 \'il't N JJn tn pic·k 

li.·11· wd pi l•.J r..~. Tilt·y 11:11.» 
'"rl, ·rl :vi ;1 rim•' in t !w 
'H·n1 prr·i·irw;·s. ;u1d Ann;-' 
J~ in t!w d1·lta rvgi"n­
IE.s nf Lli.'t;1('htnt'!1( ;, nf 

381 >1 APrnsp:1<·c Hcsc·w· 
1-k, ·overy Squadron a re 

statiorwd in Thailand um!cr 
Maj 1Jaylo1· l-laynes_ Siner' 
:'fovembcr when tlif' first HIJ-
3Es <HTiV<•tl. 22 pilot.~ ti av c 
be••n rcscul'd. most tn N1)rtlt 
Viet Nam. some in Laos, sornP 
in ThailancL 

:\-fay day 

\VltPn a Mayday is re­
(•eivcd, rn·o l!H-::!Es head for 
t Ile t ro LI b le spot. one flying 
high to direct I h~· operation. 
the otlwr low. Usually, All': 
SkyraidPrs fly cover. The 
lwlic-op\l'ro; horn!' in on lhe 
U('l'P from thP radio Lhat 
PV<•ry pilot nrrir-s in his su r-

vi val kit. \Vhcn the HH-3E; 
get '~hJS\', the low bird maki• ; 
a q ukk p:iss. 1 hen gets in an 
out in a hurry. Vines an• 
trees r-an ma k<' a horseeolla -
pickup tough, :;o a spccia 
jungle penetrator is used 
a heavy, toqwdo-shaped ol: 
ject with three arms th:i 
make a folding se,1t. Para 
mPrl ics accompany the Hl I 
.1 Es - - and often arc called tc 
"invarle" North \Tiet Nam. fu> 
cently, one spent 15 minute;, 
on the gn><1ml. r a n g i n i: 
ti:rougt1 the brush until ht: 

continued on Poge 8 

Charlies and Giants 
continued from Page l 

found an unconscious pilot. 
The 20th Helicopter Squad­

ron, under LL Col. Lawrence 
Cummings, has its headquart­
ters at Tan Son Nhut. It has 
13 CH-3Cs at its disposal. 

Eight are at Da Nang in 
the north, helping Marines in 
daily airlifts that surprise the 
troops - and sometimes their 
own pilol,s_ Last month th!' 
eight fl('W more than 285 
hours carrying- 71(),000 pouncls 
of cargo and 1,180 passen­
gers_ 

Big Charlif'S 

CII-3Cs at Da Nang are 
c<1 llerl Big CharliPs ( the Ma­
rin es fastened the Jo 11 y Green 
Giants Jalw~ earli<'r on !h('ir 
own CH-37sl_ One important 
missiun is airlifting 105 mm 
howitzns; the Marines now 
have highly mobile art illc1·y 

support. Other missions in­
clude rn1'dical evacuation. 
-search and rescue. supp 1 y 
for forward troops and Spe­
ci;il Forces camps, airlift of 
downed aircraft and t r o o p 
shifts. ' 

Two CH-3Cs are keµt at Tan 
Son Nhut, three in Thailand. 
Last month, the two at Tan 
Son Nhut moved Amerk<Jn 
and Australian artillery { 105 
mm huwi tzers J , gun erews. 
ammunition, and jel'ps 17 
miles I. with the templ'ntture 
at 90 degrt•t'S I in one day. 
The normal load for one CH-
3C was a 3,000-µound gun c>ar­
ried in a sling, five-man ('f('W, 

and LOOO porrnds of field 
<'quipment. By tlw end of the 
day the two heli<~1pters had 
moved 90.000 pounds of cargo 
and 100 men; they fkw J4 
hours. 

Early this month, a CH-3C 
lifted 12.500 pounds ot drill­
ing equipment to a location 
south of S::iigon -- where ii 

government contractor had 
been waiting thrN· months 
for de!ivcry. 

Maj. Herbert R. Zehnder, 
head of the Da Nang detal'l1-
ment, says of CH-JC Joacls: 
''If we can put a sling on it 
or get it aboard. we can de­
liver it CJnywhere. anytimP, 
reg;u·dJess of !he weather." 
The 20th \1/a.S activated in ~o­
vemta•r. 1%5. at Eglin Air 
Force Base in Florida. 

Capt. Jp1Tv \V_ Jennings 
and Capt. Jam~·s O'DPIJ flew 
the fil'sl CH 3C mission i11to 
North Viet N:1m_ An F-10:1 pi· 
Jot was down nP~H' Dien 13ir.·n 
Phu_ The CH-3C. with Jen­
nings pilot aml O'D1'll co 
pilot. took ort quicldy from a 

.i ungle outpost anrl h<'ailed 
11ort h_ Flak followed the CH­
.'.lC's tail. \Vhen it rear:hed tile 
piekup area, .Jennings saw the 
fighter pilot up to his should­
ers in e Iepha n t gr<iss and 
vines, unable to move. fI(• 
dumped his extra ful'I and 
hovered, but the hoist \Vas 
ulocked. The CH-3C went 
down twice and met heavy 
enemy fii·e_ Jennings radioed 
for help. and A-1Es sprayed 
1 lw •nea_ The CH-3C went 
down again, bl'-ldes cutting 
the undergrowth. tips d;1n­
gerously near a rise in l he 
land. Back safely. t!w crew 
founcl the tip of on<' bla{le 
gone. the others bent, ;ind a 
pil'ce of tree trunk in the (·ow­
ling. 

Jolly Green Giants 
Capt. James l,, I. L;1rry 1 Bu­

tera of the 3Sth says the 
eamou flage painted 1 ll l :1E,_ 
are 1~all('d Jolly r;r<'en Ci:rnts 
because of "the gusto with 
which Wl' go ;ibout o u r 
work". 

B1aer<t took part in the 
resc11e of Fo11r downed pilots 
in North Viet N;:im. Ile c;ills 
t\1c• HI-I-3Es the re:il hl'!'Of'S 
of the missions_ Last rnont h. 
an HJ-I-3li: on a rescue fli.c:ht 
was hil eight times by e1wmy 
gun fire dw·ing its a ppnwch, 
11 oVPI'. and rlepa rt LI re: 011 e ro· 
tur blacl~· tonk a di reel hi!. 
and otht'1' hits wen• danger­
ously dose to I h(· flwl li1ws_ 
Two downed pilots w c• r i' 

picked up at the same ti~rn· 

on the same hoist in a not Jipr 
mission. 

CH-3Cs ;1 n d HH-3l~s in 
ViPr N<i.m an• :id i ng uu t 1 he 
wunb uf one pilot who s<1y~: 
"Tile hook on helicopter war­
fare ls being wi"itten over 
here. \Ve get a 1ww chapter 
:>very day." 
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DRAMATK, daring rescues are a daily occurrence in 
the- Vicmamn war. In 1966 for example, rescue 

units in Southe<:ist Asia completed more than 400 com­
b:11 nir crew recoveries in battle areas. During 1hat 
'~ar rescue personnel earned more than 1,041 mili­
rnry decorations, including several Air force Crusres, 
f(1r rheir performance in Vietnam. 

It was no accident that t.hese h4manitarian acts· 
wc:re successful. Moreover, ·not once will you hear 
'' rescued air crewman refer to his removal from 
dw!>~ jungle foliage or the open sea' as "luck." ll 
1akes paciencc, determination, skill. teamwork and guts. 

The responsibility for coordinating on-scene rescue 
operations in Vietnam is vested in the "Crown" air· 
craft. No, you won't find .. crown bird" in any dic­
tionary, but this "bird" is well known to US Air Force 
and uther combat crews who daily pound strategic 
rnrgets in-country. 

The Crown bird is in HC-130 Hercules. It serves 
as an airborne extension of the 3rd Aerospace Rescue 
and Recovery Group's Joint Search and Rescue Cen­
ter at Tan Son Nhut Air Base. When directed by the 
Center, the turbojet flies pre-planned orbits during 
strike missions and directs res.Cue activities. 

The HC-130 has some special characteristics. These 
include a nose yoke, which is part of the Fulton Re­
covery System. and new, highly sophisticated naviga­
llonal and communications equipment. The Crown 
bird carries seven crewmen. Their work begins wi.th 
a distms signal. 

"I'm hit and heading west," Crab Apple One ra­
dioed as his F-105 Thunderchief limped downward 
lOward the jungle in North Vietnam. Then the signal 

.nt dead. 
·One of Crown's loadmastcrs, acting: as scanner, 
tched lhe bomber 85 it felJ. "The landing gear 
' w~d off and she's smoking," the scanner rcponed 

his pilot. 
· .. Roger, we have a fix on him," the pilot replied. 
"Jolly Green, Jolly Green, you have a customer at 
le o'clock," be instructs the mcue helicopter. 
"Roger, Crown. we're on our way." 
"Sir, I see some VC in a clearing abou[ six o'clock. 
ley are heading toward Crab Apple," wamed an­

other HC-130 scanner. 
"Rogl!r. Sandy this is Crown. VC are moving to­

ward Crab Apple at six o'clock. Give us some ord­
nance in that area." 

"Crown this is Sandy. We'lt be all over 'cm." 
Here is where patience, determination, skill and 

tt>amwork pay off during a rescue mission. 
Jolly Green is an HH-3E rescue helicopter. It is 

fondly known as "The Jolly Green Giant" because of 
its size and color. 

"Sandy" is an A·IE Slr._vraider. This propeller-driven· 
special air warfare fighter carries a massive bomb load 
of 6,000 pounds, plus other ordnance. Its role in this 
rescue is to keep the enemy from the downed man. 

"Say, buddy," said the Crown's pilot to Crab Apple, 

the downed pilot, "we are sending Sandy in after 
some VC heading your wa) . Tum on your beacon 
so we can pinpoim your ~ ition." 

Jolly Green picked up the ;ignal and headed toward 
the downed pilot's position. En route. the Crown pilot 
told the vK..1im to tum off h s beacon. Then the two 
hegan a conversation designec to keep up the downed 
airman's spirit. 

"How'ya feeling buddy," rhe Crown pilot asked. 
"Pretty good. At least I ::lon't think I have any 

broken bones," was the repl ·. 
"Great! Jolly Green is hea1 ing your way. We'll get 

you out as soon as Sandy says the area is clean." 
Meanwhile, miles away, St; 11dy had unloaded some 

ordnance and was now circl ng the area where the 
Viet Cong had been sighted. Mien he saw no further 
enemy activity he radioed an 1 kay to proceed with the 
rescue, then headed for the fr nges of the ~scue area 
to fly cover. 

"Okay Jolly Green, go ge1 our man," the Crown 
pilot said to the rescue belie >pter. Tlicn he advised 
the downed pi.lot to be alcn i ;,r pickup. 

"Crab Apple, Jolly Green sh >uld be approaching you 
now. Do you see him?'' 

"No, but I can hear him. 1 doubt if he can see me 
because of the thick foliage. 1 ell him to look for my 
parachute and a dead tree. :·m between the two." 
There was a brief delay, then the F-105 pilot ra­
dioed ~ "I see him, I see him " as Jolly Green man­
euvered overhead. 

"Jolly Green, this is Cro\ •n. Do you see Crab 
Apple?"' 

"No, Crown. I can't see } im. The foliage is 100 

thick." 
"Roger, Jolly Green. I'll asi him to give you !Orne 

smoke." 
"Never mind, Crown, I sec ~is parachute. How far 

is he from that?" 
''l'm about 200 !eet away," Crab Apple broke into 

the conversation. "Keep comi1 1g, Jolly Gr:een. Move 
out about 180 or 200 yards to the right. Not too 
much. Now do you sec a dead tree? I'm near a ridge 
in a little valley. Okay, now turn 90 degrees lefc.'" 

"Crown, this is Jolly Green I see him." 
"Roger, Jolly Green, Sandy keep your eyes open 

for snipers." The A-1 E pilot m 1tinued to patrol. 
"Go ro it, Jolly Green, so w ~ cao gel out of here." 
The HH-JE hovered over t 1e downed airman and 

a crewman lowered the forest penetrator rescue seat. 
The seat was attached to ex.tr: long hoist cables. In 
a mailer of minutes the pilrn ' ~limbed onto the seat, 
strapped himself in. and was I fled aboard the chop­
per. Crown gave: Jolly Green co >rdinates to the nearest 
air base and the three aircrat. headed home. 

The succ.css of this rescue m 1ssion is typical of the 
patience and teamwork requir ~d during search and 
~e operations. The Crown t ird calls the shots, but 
ifs teamwork mat wins the ga ne - a game that is 
play~ for keeps. • 
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By Lt. Jerry Poppink 
SCOTT AIR FORCE BASE 

A NAVY COMBAT PILOT shot down over North Viet Nam, 
ditched his jet in the South China Sea and began a long and lonely 
vigil, He floa led for two days and nights, scorched by the bla:d ng 
sun and chilled by the night winds. His raft, whi'Ch was torn when 
he hit the water, had to be reinflated by mouth every 20 minutes. 
The pilot had suffered internal injuries, and each infla lion was 
new agony_ 

"At night the goi~g really 
got tough," he reported. "Com­
munist gurlboa.ts came out look­
ing for me with searchlights. 
l guess they had seen my chute 
when I ditched. I had ~J get out 
in the water again and hide un­
der my raft till they finally 
gave up the search. Trying to 
climb ba-ck into the raft was 
agony." 

On the morning of the th i.rd 
day, he heard the drone Qf air­
craft engines, and a Grumman 
HU - 16 Albatross amphibian 
landed a few yards away for the 
pickup. 

"The rescueman in the door 
seemed hesitant to jump," the 
pilot recalled. "And when he 
did jump, a 9e<::Ond man in the 
doorway was ooveriog him with 
an M-16 carbine. Not until I got 
a board the plane did I find out 
what they were conoerned ab:Jut 
-my rafit was surrounded by a 
big school of 3harks!" 

THE RESCUE ITSELF-despite 
the sharks arud the threat of ene­
my gunboats-was pretty routine. 
The airborne life,guards w~;·e 
members of the Aerospace Res­
cue and Recovery Service, a 
subcommand of the Military 
Airlift Command, and the·ir 
work in Viet Nam has become 
something of a legend. 

The unit responsible for this 

work in the Southeast As'ia area 
i~ the Thirty-eighth Aeros.pace 
Rescue and Recovery Squadron. 
It has more than 300 men on 
duty at Tan Son Ntiut and at 
detachments at Bien Hoa, Da 
Nang, Pleiku and Binh Thuy. 
Those at outlying bases fly Ka­
man HH43 Huskie helicopters, 
while open-sea rescues are 
flown with the HU-16 Albatross. 
A new helicopter, the Sikorsky 
CH-JC, complete w'th armor 
plating and long-range externa I 
fuel tanks, recently was put in 
service for rescue missions 
deep intJ North Viet Nam. 

Since December 1964 the unit 
has been credited with 423 
"saves," 135 of which involved 
combat flyers. A "save" is 
logged when it is evident that the 
pe rs Jn would have died had it 
not been for air rescue. 

Rescue personnel h<ave re­
ceived 30() awards and d&ora­
tions But the most moving 
awards are the words of praise 
from aJmbat pilots. One Air 
Force F-105 pikit, picked up by 
a helicopter in North Viet Nam, 
hug!;ed his rescuers. 

"They were like angels from 
heaven-simply the greatest!" 
he said. 

The combat pilots sh1uld 
kn8W. They figure th.at they 
have a 75 per cent charn::e of 

being rescued U shot down f'Jli' 
a strike mission. They are a<f-" 
vised to head due east for the 
open s2a if hit, so thev can balt 
out over water where the chanc.<J, 
crf rescue is even better. 

"Rescuemen often face as m1rnv 
hazard'S as the fighter pilr.Jts,':' · 
said one helicopter commaih , 
der, "a·nd they don't have th<.1~ 
speed, the maneuverability or 
the firepower of the jets, They 
come under pretty heavy groun~ 
fire and tiake a lot of hits froiU 
the VC. When they've seen the 
pi lot jump, it's a race to se.; 
who gets to him first." 

ONE F-1&5 pilot came down in 
the midst of North Viet Name.s.e. 
troops near the port city ot 
Vinh. In the face of heavy fae. 
an air rescue helicopter holiered 
above 100 - foot bamboos an 
lowered a sl·ing while N 
fighters flew pwtective oov 
pounding the advancing tro 
with rockets. The pilot reac 
the sling before the en · 
reached him, and he was h · 
ed aboard as the Navy lighter . 
closed in for a final rocket 
salvo. 

"The open-sea rescues aren't 
any easier," said the pilot of an 
amphibious Alhatross. "Often ifs 
pretty rough and choppy cttt 
there .- once we had to tiaxi. 
almost all the way to the beach 
just to find water calm enoti.¢1: 
for takeoff. When there's 110 

fighter cover overhead, 'it ciflt 
be pretty much touch and go. 
We've been attacked by gun· 
bJats, armed junks When wc'.re 
in sight of shore, the VCs wiU 
fire anything they can at us." 

The HU-16s have been credit­
ed with 23 cpen-sea rescues. The 
star of the team in the opinion 
of many is the pararescueman. 
He must be a skilled parachut­
ist, an excellent swimmer -
both on the su·rfaoe and u.s ing 
scuba gear - and a do-it-your­
self medic to provide emergen­
cy treatment tor injured flyem. 
He must also be a marritsm:an. 

RESCUE IN Viet Nam is only 
one part Qf the ove r·all mission 
of the Aerospace Res;;ue and 
Recovery Service. It has head· 
cuarters at Orlando Air Force 
Base, in Floridta, b~t its detach­
ments are all over the world. 
They have helped recover as• 
tronauts and spacecraft, as was 
done when the two Gemini pilots 
came down in the Pacific last 
month. 

But their principal role tod<)~' 
is in Viet Nam, where the Thir­
ty-Eighth Aerospace Rescue a11d 
Recovery Squadron was award­
ed the Presidential Unit Citation 
in January. 

In presenting the award. 
President Johruron said: "Time 
and time again these men ha;te 
reached intn the jungle, tile 
mountains iand the sea to res· 
cue other brave men who ha...e 
been crowned in comhat . - . '80 
men live today, carry on free­
dom's struggles today and will 
return to their families tomor­
mw because the Thirh·-Eigh'ih 

.. ..._..,lte...e~·iiu.l!t~ 
by its motto, 'Thai Otherl Moor' 
Live.'" 
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.fwo· Jolly Green Crewmen Awarded DFCs 
Capt. Charles W. Hoilman, with the J7th Aerospace Rea-j a ting in aerial flight. 

;Jr., an" HH-J Jolly Green cue and Recovery Squadron, Captain Hoilman was citsd 
Giant 1.~1 ~"'"pter :n'llot and recently \ol0re awarded tha for a Dec. 3, 1969 f'light 

I -... - - Fl. ! Distinguished Flying Cross_j .-when he p-3netratad an extra-
.., ( ! I oath -1 .- ..... .,. hol"rd .ctm unil A Nirt.foi r- ~ ~·JJlely hostile area to af'feot 

-- -~the rescue of tW'o down.ad Air 
Force pilots. Even after b.is 
aircraft bad austai.md sev­ere battle --damage-;- he per-' 
aisted until both pilots had 
been safely hoisted aboard 
from the midst of surround­
ing enemy troops. 

Lr. tict. 6, Sergeant 
Southward part101pated in- an, 
aerial flight which pene tra­
ted an area of lmovn hostile 
activity ir. 
rE ei::a~ j ~ 
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~-I QFwt.i: , .. , ie 

mi: ~r --
g [ iJ'.1-
t. nerny 
~rou i nr.ad 

.. .J -~::. sup-

3< • l ·.·' i: vul-
X: 

itile 
3 

.I. l'I• 



,6 lrljurea n _aos "'- .. , , ry 
Six crewmen from the 3?th Aerospace 

Rescue and Recovery Sq-·:i.dr-- were in ~·tred 
und tb ·~; - ..... '.\ Bl 1: eli _ ed 
Sa t.t.. rday ir an . 1:. - f ~ .i. d '- "f'fil1,, tD 
rescue a figr.ter P~--- ~- Jt down in Laos. 

Lt. Col. Royal Brown, squadron ccrmnand­
er, piloted the first aircraft to bo in 
for an attempted pickup. 11We took small 
arms firt ":>r the entire mile of our :run-
in &nd 'WP beg:a.1 to hover ovsr the 

1 i viJr t "" - ·'-" • -~ ·,' "'"' '>r"'n "'ri up on 
1 ' S8 id. h~ _olonel. 

A Broken Leg. 
Tla -..Jwned pilot rufferecJ a :>ken leg 

and br · m arm dur'ir--- .... .1.1::1 t::: ,..,_..,w S" it 
was nee,.. "'"'a ry for A ,.. ____ :re sc E'il1Al1 l PJ) to 
dencend and help bm board the chopper. 
In oo.:.Z1E; so the I'J wll"' t:it hy sm.~11 e~s 
fire and Colonel • pulled his cl-'. -"'.ler 
out of the area and took stock of the 
situation. 

The colonel continued, " ( 1P. ~d 1t 
the aircraft a thE:! I'~' Md oeciaeu we 
could ri~k ""v" +,r,, before rnding 
back to base,' 

lot was !-.: 
dee' __,it! 

l 

nea. est L adicai f_ :il.l ty, 

1 ci: r~n·_ 

co.lone brown 
'f> 'I ri and the 

F-4 Phantoms fran the J66th TN 11Gun­
fight ere 11 then came in and worked over 

for 
CM!; BIG i·.Issror. UVl!:H LJlU.:3 

the surroundine Ci.rea. F.vidently- the en­
emy troops wer·- ---itin- for another chop-
per for t C:: l Lr~ itil the 
fichte. werE 1f - ,-e and Maj. 
Lor.al L. "~··~--·.ex.. H· ,, 

- 1:.e ti <> er:~;i' -s .1.n ·-"" . .;th 
1 :0 ur; the L~ .. c rl 1-\.:ijoi Ja:se we. for­

ced to leRve the area without picking up 
the pilot. 

For a third time the fightera went in 
and plastered the area, bombing and 
strAfing enemy poa;- ;ions. Then it was 
Lt. ~ -i. ·i·y S. 1 ·1-· .; te 1 s t1.,;.rn to 
.pill , the _ e e cue cii.opper. He skitnlrl d in 
over the downed pilot an:: 1,. __ µtly­
wounded in the he-. nd t:r enemy 11.r • 

Bullets raked the chopper fore a.rrl aft, 
injuring a PJ and damaging one engine. 
With thie engine shut down, the colonel 
turned around and headed back for Quang 
Tri. 

Too Dark To CC'ntin' •e 
By t t~aP ~ ~ we.er 

, 
:re-~·.e '"" 1 v1,e1 "''"~or 
n:r, -N!. T e 
the r- ·-· .. ., · 1 

lit~ Rj 

t vf :i ss'i on. 

c. t n L_rk tC' 
e :trc and 
halted unt. i._ 

:!.n C1 ln 
tr. 1C 
·arLJ..y 

The d' med pilot broke radio contact 
during the night and after a specified 
period of time, the SAR ~ae officially 
terminated. ·J.t'- vP:ry eeldom ,,,.op't 
get a P-- .t :l. ·t>ldted er- aced 
';olcr ' •. tu._.-- ---· 1ere, 
.:.his is ie I :an em-
ber, bu.t w "--ii.in if we Ldd to. 
The BUF~·s a. e a ____ Jd crewmemb(':!' 's in-
surance policy and there's not a one of 
us· here· who wouldn 1 t do it all over a-



AF Copter ReS~tJe~ 
~Pilot Near . Kanli' 

• S&.S Vldnam Bul'eau Than Hoa. wjth 25-0-pound boml 
SAIGON-Two Air Force hcH- 1

1 and repoiied a secoodal'y explu-

1 
copter crews braved intense-en- sion and smoke to 1,000. feet. 
e1YJV"'~Jil[f"l'iTe""rii:ff£Jlv/esCortra-. Navr pilots_ f~orn the carri< 
noi W sda.Y:J1nfieseued a.s.w·,. Intrepid also hit in the Thanh He 
rounded F4C..J2i.!fil,,. area and destroyed 4 railcars an 
-The other crew member of the damaged 4 others. 
Phantom could not be reached In other air action, 232 sorti< 
and is reported missing. were flown over South Vietnam L 

The Phantom was · returning support. of 8 ground operations. 
I from an air strike when it was Air Fo1·ce pilots reported destroy­
: downed. Both crewme.n ejected ing or damaging. 111 enemy buil<' 
1 and we1·c able to make radio con· ing, 13 sampans, 8 bunkei·s anu 

tact. s~ve!a\ fortified positions. 
Tw.o ___ hdicopten• fio.m __ tbe . ~ 

,Aerospace !l.~~" and R~co~ Graufi W'ere soon -overhead an 
na fie two men in. sight. With 
Ai1· Force· S·k ~·raiders f(yin 
cover, the helicopters droppe 
down for the pickup. Sniper fir 
knocked out the hoist mcchanis1 
on one of the helicopters an 
wounded one of the c1·ew. 

With the damag~ lielicopte 
forced to pull out; the secon 
moved in and picked up one c 
the pilots. The .iveathcr closed i 
before the other pilot could b 
reached. : 

u _s, piloh Jtlt ~e- -Hanoi -Ha j. I 
-~i~~i~n~~e~-~· ~fie~ ~~tti 13::1, Pilots . r~ fd ·~'f!ate t.O 
eavy g1 oun 1re: ,. . . . 
PJiantoms from thr. carrier 

-Oral &a struck the. Van Ly 
lo1·age a1·ea, 4 miles northeast o -



Jolly Greens I~ Civil 
Action Workers 
Routine Trip Turns 
Into 'Hair-Raiser' 

By TSGT. JERRY ODOM 
DA NANG-Nine members of an Air Force civic action team 

recently were evacuated from a besieged compound near the 
province capital of Hoi An by a J oily Green rescue helicopter from 
the 31th Aerospace and Recovery Squadron (MAC). 

The rescoc came after a 26-hour ordeal that started as a 
1 rouUne civic action trip .and quldcly turned fllto a life-or-death sltua-
1 tlon. Capl. Paul R. Stankiewicz, Danvers, Mass., civic acUon of-
ficer for the 366tb Tactical Fighter Wing, and his assistant, Sgt. 

I Joseph L. Langlois, New Roads, La., led the mission of seven civic 

I 
action volunteers. 

The ordeal began when the nine-man team left Da Nang AB 
for Hoi An, 18 miles southeast of the base. On their truck, they 
arried empty 55--gallon oil drums, 200 pounds of clothing and some 

. ocumt!nts for the province senior advisor. 

"We drove down Route 4 until flagged down and told we could 
ot proceed any further because the road was mined by the 
~emy," Captain Stankiewicz sal.d. 

The captain decided to turn around and try to make it through 
the hail of fire near Vinh Dien so they could make it back to Da 

ang. 

However. when they neared the intersection of Highway 1 and 
Route 4', "we ran into a terrific amount of automatic weapons fire," 
said the captain. 

''We ran for a ho.use back down Route 4 toward Hoi An." 
"We were pinned down for an hour and a ball," said Captain 

Stan.klew1C2. "Then there was a small break In 1he firing so I 
decided to get out of there. 

The team then headed for a nearby compound on Route 4 that 
held Korean Marines. 

"The night was something else," Captain Stankiewicz recalled, 
"All during the night we were sheUed with mortars. There must 
have been 50 or 60 rounds. They didn't seem to be aiming at the 
compound, but-some of them came mighty close. 

"Throughout the night, AC-47 Dragonships from Da Nang's 4th 
Special Operations Squadron were' called into the area to fire upon 
the enemy." 

"By dawn, we decided to get out there," said Captain Stankiewicz. 
"We radioed the 366th Tactical Fighter Wing. We requested air 
evacuation by the Jolly Green helicopters and got confirmation 
that they were on their way_" 

The compound was still under attack when the Jolly Green heli· 
copter arrived. 

"As the helicopt.er Uft.ed o£f, we started taking ground fire and 
two rounds hit the alrcraft," commented Capt_ John F. Shelby, 
Shrewsbury, Mass., another member 0£ the civic action team. 

Tired but uninjured, the team stepped off the chopper at Da 
Wang AB. 

Other team members were Capt. Raymond E. Headlee, Kirk­
wood, Mo.; Sergeants Oscar Perez, San Antonio; Norman E. Gold· 
blalt, Queeris, N.Y.; Melvi~on, Ranway, N.J.; and Roger E. 
Welle. __J 




