Giants”Are Welcome Sigitt
If You're Down in North

SAIGON—'"Ask any man in my
outfit, and he’ll tell you we have
the best mission in the Air

for their 250-feet cable wouid not -

The rescue crew spot ed the

work. It had worked during pre-idim, flickering light thro: gh the

flight and in another test just be- | jungle canopy

and male the

Force.” Speaking a bit too loudly fore the helicopter reached the rescue.

for the size of the room,
Force Maj. Baylor R. Haynes,
commander of an Air

pilots in communist north Viet-
nam.

“Every last one of
I mean the support people —
- clerks, supply men,
“well as the chopper crews will
tell you their job is to recover
downed aircrew members,” he
continues in 2 loud grating voice

,~a result of flying helicopters |

"since the early 1950s.

In his fatigue uniform,
burly Texan looks like the charac-
“ter whose name his unit bears
—the “Jolly Green Giant.” A

“yeteran of World War II and the:
Korean War, Haynes typifies the.

_spirit and morale of his men.
Ie is an experienced rescue pilot
with over 70 missions in H-3 and

. H-19 helicopters during the Ko-

‘rean War.

. *‘We are called the Jolly Green

- Giants,”” Haynes says, ‘‘because
.of the size and coloring of our
helicopters and the giant-size job
my people are deing.”

. The rescue crews fly camou-

~flaged HH-3C rescue helicopters,

a modified version of the large,
powerful CH-3C transport chop-
per.

For rescue work, the helicopter
s equipped with armor plating,
extra fuel tanks and a powerful
winch with a jungle-penetrating
hook for pick-ups. On rescue
nissions, the huge green chopper
carries a crew of four—two pilots,
a flight engineer and a para-
rescue man,

Havnes says, “We've got some
of the most-experienced chopper
men in the rescue business. They
xnow their job and work as a
team to get it done”

Over the jungles of communist
north Vieinam, pilots are often

the |

the lot—as ! pilot.

forced to hover at tree-top level

or even ga inte thick under-
arowth te pick up a downed pilot.
As the pilot lowers into the irees,
. the other crew members watch
i for limbs which can wreck the
helicopter.
Last November, a crew on its

first rescue mission over the com-:

munist north actually landed in
thick elephant grass to pick up
la downed Air Force F-105
! Thunderchicf pilot.

. Capl. Jerry W. Jennings, 35,
was aircraft commander on the
{light, and Capt. James (*'Dig-

rrrrrr MY AR MY sene an nilat
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Air | pilot.

The rescue crew made two:

After the Skyraider pilots again'
strafed the arca, Jennings l

them, and|dropped the big rescue chopper |

into the brush next to the trapped -
The flight engineer and
pararescue man pulled the pilot
to safety, and Jennings took off,'
clipping the deep brush with his
{lolt]ox' blades and barely missing a
ill. :
“Although it takes team work,
to do the job,” says Haynes, ‘“‘the !
individual heroism of my men!
never ceases to amaze me. ['ve!
got one man (SSgt Berkeley E.°
Naugle, 32, a f(light engineer)
flying over north Vietnam right
now who spent seven hours up
there scrambling through the!
bushes last November."” :
Naugle bailed out of a burning |
HH-3C when it was shot down
about 40 miles southwest of|
Hanoi, Nov, 6. He suffered severe!
burns, but was rescued at night,
by another helicopter crew.
Flying over Naugle's position, .

‘the rescue helicopter pilot asked:

him if he had anything to pin-;
point his location. Naugle had lost
his survival gear during bail out,
but he lit his cigaret lighter as.
a last hope. ’

NAC ALE SAR

“vival,

ber, 1965.

“The pararescue boys a1 e some
of the damnedest cha acters

Force | passes over the pilot and picked . you've ever met,"” Hayne: says.
rescue helicopter unit, begins to!up more ground fire each time.| ' “They'l! go anywhere and
talk abeut the men who are re-!They called for more help from :thing, and they act like
sponsible for rescuing downed the A-1E pilots flying air cover. spring loaded to go down

lo any-
‘hey're
“he line
(eager to descend on the : oist to
aid a downed pilot).”

Recently, one of the par: rescue
men 1id “go dewn the l:1e¢" to
find a Navy A-4 pilot.

Hovering directly over the
pilot's position, the rescu - crew
could hear his beeper anc voice
radio, but they could not locate
him in the thick, jungle ¢ ver,

The pararescue man r¢le the
cable inte the trees and valked
around until he located th. Navy
airman. He then directed t ¢ HH-
3C to their position and 1 safe
rescue was made,

Like other rescue crew mem-
bers, pararescue medic are
among the best trained rien in
the Air Force. Each is a ¢ alified
parachutist, SCUBA dive' and
medical corpsmun.

All rescue crew membe 5 are
trained in escape and ¢vasion
and jungle, desert and wat & sur-
as well as rescue tech-
niques. Most are trained at Stead
Air Force Base, Nev,

Haynes” rescue crews were
formed and trained at Ste:d and
came to Southeast Asia 0 re.
place a temporary unit in Octo-
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'3 U.S. ’Copters Make

aring Rescue inNorth

Paramedics

He]p Bring
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SAIGON (UPI)—Three U.S. helicopters
whirled deep into North Viet Nam Tuesday
with paramedics aboard and daringly res-
cued two crewmen of a U, Phantom jet
shot down near Dien Bien Phu. Twa ather
LS. jets were downed by groundfire and
their pilots lost as American planes battled
MIGs in three dogfights over the narth.

In South Viet Nam more than 2,000 fear-
ful Vietnamese peasants fled a Viet Cong
base camp arca in the Mekong Delta and
reported the Communists had drowned four
farmers in reprisal for American sir at-
tacks against them,
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SAIGON (UPI}—Three U.S. helicopters
whirled deep inte North Viet Nam Tuesday
with paramedics aboard and darngly res-
cued two crewmen of a U.S, Phantom jet
shot down near Dien Bien Phu. Two ather
U.S. jets were downed by groundfire and
their pilets lost as American planes battled
MIGs in three dogfights over the north.

In South Viet Nam more than 2,000 fear-
ful Vietnamese peasants fled a Viet Cong
base camp &area in the Mekong Delta and
reported the Communists had drowned four
farmers in reprisal for American air at-
tacks against them.

IN THE SAME AREA, government
spokesmen said, 84 Viet Cong turned them-
selves in to authorities. In the jungles north-
west of Saigon, South Vietnamese forces
captured a record cache of 30,000 Viet Cong
khaki and black pajama-type uniforms.

In the air war, a US. spokesman an-
nounced that the two US planes downed
Monday were an air force thunderchiel jet

and an RFT0T V0G0 TECITITZTSSmee—rsme:

« mekhagy aname Sr-wT TS pilots plunged deep

into the heavily defended Red River Vailey
and hit a vitel railyard at Yen Bay, 7§
miles northwest of Hanci. Both pilots were
missing and feared dead.

The third American plane was shot down
Tuesday during fresh American raids near

_ Dien Bien Phu, the historic French battle-

field of the Indochinese war some 230 miles
northwest of Hanol near the Laotian border.

THIS WAS the scenc of the daring res-
cue. The first two helicopters sent to the
rescue were forced to leave the scene due
to mechanical difficulties after picking up
the two pilots, and had to leave the two
paramedics behind on the ground.

The paratroop-trained medics held on
in the Communist countryside while Sky-
raider fighter planes flew cover overhead
until & third rescue helicopter picked them
up about two hours later,

The three plane losses reported Tuesday
brought to 438 the total number of US.
warplanes lost over North Viet Nam in
the war,

For the second straight day on Monday,
American  jets tangted with Communist
MIGs as U.S, Air Force, Navy and Marine
pilats flew 85 missions over the Communist
north, highlighted by the devastating Air
Force attack on the Yen Bay rail installa-



PACIFIC AIR FORCES NEWS SERVICE REIEASE NO. 162 ”
3-18-

AIR MEDAL CRITERIA

Hq. PACAF, Hawali--The Chief of Staff, USAY, has announced a change
to Alr Medal criteria for sustained operational e:tivities in Southeast
Asia.

Previously, criteria required a minimum of 25 combat or operational
misslons without regard to type of mission or deg ee of combat exposure.

The new criteria is as follows:

. Ten missions - Combat operational mission: over Horth Vietnam,
such as air strike, air cover, escort, flare drop reconnaissance, search
and rescue, ECM and ELINT.

. Twenty missions - Combat operational miss: ons over South Vietnam
and other SEA areas (exclusive of North Vietnam), such as alr strikes,
air cover, escort, air interception, defoliation, reconnaissance,
airborne forward air controller, search and reccue, ECM and GLINT,

Thirty-five missions - Combat support misslions, such as airlift,
air refueling, psychological warfare, airborne esrly warning control and
courier. Tankers will receive two-for-one credit m certain missions
flown. (PACATF NS)

-30-
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PACIFIC AIR FORCES NEWS SERVICE RELEASE NO. 179
3-18-66

THE JOLLY GREEN GIANTS

Hg. 2 AIR DIV, Saigon--"Ask any man in my o1tfit, and he'll tell
you we have the best mission in the Air Force.” .ipeaking & bit toc loud
for the size of the room, Alr F¥orce Maj. Baylor R lHaynes, commander of
an Air Force rescue helicopter unit, begins to ta k about the men who
are responsible for rescuing downed pilots in Comwunist North Vietnam.

"Every last one of them, and I mean the sup:ort people--clerks,
supply men, the lot--as well as the chopper crews will tell you their
job is to recover downed aircrew members,” he con .inues in & loud
gravelly voice--a result of flying helicopters siice the early 1950s.

In his fatigue uniform, the burly Texan lools like the character
whose name his unit bears--the "Jolly Green Giant." 4 veteran of World
War II and the Korean War, Haynes typifies the sp:rit and morale of his
men. e 1s an experienced rescue pilot with over 70 missions in H-5
and H-19 helicopters during the Korean War.

"We are called the Jolly Green Giants," Hayres says, "because of
the size and coloring of our helicopters and the {iant-size Jjob my
people are doing.”

The rescue crews fly camouflaged HH-3C rescy2 helicopters, a

modified version of the large, powerful CH-3C trarsport chopper.

For rescue work, the helicopter is equipped «ith armor plating,
extra fuel tenks and e powerful winch with & jungl:-penetrating hook for
pick ups. On rescue missions, the huge green chopjer carries a crew of
four--two pilots, a flight engineer and a pararescie man.

MORE



o.-The Jolly Green Giants (Rel. No. 179)

Over the Jjungles of Communist North Vietnam, HH-3C pilots are’
often forced to hover at treetop level or even go nto thick undergrowth
to pick up a downed pilot. As the pilot lowers in*o the trees, the other
crew members watch for limbs which can wreck the hs licopter.

last November, an HH-3C crew on its first re:cue mission over the
Communist North actuaslly landed in thick elephant ¢rass to pick up a
downed Air Force F-105 Thunderchief pilot.

Capt. Jerry W. Jennings, of El Paso, Tex., wes aircraft commander
on the flight, and Capt. James (Digger) 0'Dell, of Charleston, S.C.,
was copilot.

When they went in to pick up the pllot, they discovered the hoist
for their 250-foot cable would not work. It had wcrked during preflight
and In another test just before the helicopter reached the pilot.

After Skyraider pilots strafed the area, Jenrings dropped the big
rescwe chopper into the brush next to the trapped rilot. The flight
engincer and pararescueman pulied the pilot to safety, and Jennings took
off, ¢lipping the deep brush with his rotor blades and barely missing a
hill.

Retuwrning to base, they found they had gone d2eper into the
Communist North than any other rescue crew at that time.

"Although it takes team work to do the job," says Haynes, "the
individual heroism of my men never ceases to amaze mne. I've got one man
(88gt. Berkeley E. Naugle, of Gettysburg, Pa., & flight engineer ) flying
over North Vietnam right now wlhio spent seven howrs up there scrambling
through the bushes last November."

MORE



3--The Jolly Green Giants (Rel. No. 179)

Haugle bailed out of & burning HH-3C when it 1as shot dowm about 40
miles southwest of Hanoi, Hov, 6, 1965. He suffere:. severe burns, but
was rescued at night by ancther helicopter ecrew.

Flying over Naugle's position, the rescue hel copter pilot asked
him 1f he had anything to pinpeint his location. Niugle had lost his
survival gear during hail cut, but he 1it his cigar¢ tte lighter as a
last hope.

The rescue crew spotted the dim, flickering 1 ght through the
Jungle canopy and made the rescue.

"After two weeks of no flying, Naugle came to me and asked to be
put back in the bird," says Haynes.

"The pararescue boys are some of the demndest characters you've
ever met," Haynes says. "They'll go anywhere and dc anything, and they
act like they're spring loaded to go down the line eager to descend on
the hoist to aid a downed pilot)."

Recently one of the pararescue men did "go doin the line" to find a
Navy A-4 pilot.

Hovering directly over the pilot's position, -he rescue crew could
hear his beeper and voice radio, but they could not locate him in the
thick, jungle cover.,

The pararescue man rode the ceble into the trees and welked around
wmtll he located the Navy airman, He then directed the HH-3C to their
position and a safe rescue was made.

MORE



4--The Jolly Green Giants (Rel. No. 179)

Like other rescue crew members, pararescue mcdics are among the
best trained men in the Alr Force. Each is a qualified parachutist, SCUBA
diver and medical corpsman.

All rescue crew members are trained in escape and evasion and jungle,
desert and water survival, as well as rescue techniques. Most are
trained at Stead AFB, Nev.

Haynes' rescue crews were formed and trained at Steed and came to
Southeast Asia to replace a temporary unit in Octotar 1965.

Since their assignment here, Haynes' crews have made 17 rescues
in hostile territory. They share the Presidential Jnit Citation with other
members of the Military Airlift Command's 38th Aercspace Rescue and
Recovery Squadron for resgcue work in Southeast Asia.

Pointing to the Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Service emblem, Haynes
says, "We're just like everyone else over here--doiig & job to the best of
owr ablility but we are all dedlcated to the Rescue 3ervice motto--'That
Others May Live.' That is our sole purpose for flylng over North Vietnam
or anywhere else.” {PACAF NS)

-30-
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THE VALLEY OF THE JOLLY GREEN GIANTS
DA NANG ATR BASE, REPUBLIC OF VIKTNAM

On 18 July 1966 two Sikorsky HH-3E helicopters, serial number: 65-12783 and 65-12784
with borrowed crews from Det, 5, Z8th ARRS at Udorn, Thailand landed at Da Nang marking
the employment of South Vietnam based Jolly Green Giants for che first time, Two days
later on 20 July 1966, the two choppers flew north for their ’irst recovery, US Navy Lt
JG Dieter Dengler, whose five montha imprisonment and 23 day iscape and evasion ordeal
has become legendary.

Flight and ground ¢rews to man the new operation had been in 'he training pipeline since
February. Places like Sheppard, Stead, Turner and Albrook hail seen these new Jolly Greens
and would not soon forget them. In July, the first contingen: arrived at Da Nang to take
over from the Udorn crewe. Late in August, the second batch :rrived and by the first week
in September, the Da Nang crews were operating on their own. On 4 September 1966 the
third Jolly Green, mumber 65-12786 taxled onto the hot PSP rarp at Da Nang. The next
morning at daylight it made its way north to Quang Tri and la er that day it crossed the
IMZ for its first pickup 15 miles west of the heavily defendec. North Vietnamese city of
Dong Hoi, sustaining a hit in one wmain rotor blade spar for i:a first taste of f{ire,

The combat loss of one Jolly Green by Det. 5 with a Det. 7 piiot flying it and the loss
of two others through landing accidents has robbed us of much needed aircraft but with
grim determination our ground c¢rews patch the bullet holes, ciean the dust and salt spray
from the engines, curse the lack of supplies and maintenance facilities and somehow, with
scotch tape and balling wire and a full AFTO Form 781-B, send them out each morning, Oo-
casionally, the weary craft can't make it safely without some part so0 our Marine Corps
friends with CH-468 called Bonnie Sue, Northbrook or Buffalo City, stand in for ua.

In epite of everyting, our list is growing. 4n A-lE crew, an F=4C, an F.105, another

&=l and an OV-1 are added. Christmas 1966 finds us with eleven presents to offer; a
husband, a father, an only son. We pray each day that the list will grow no more. When
it does, it repressnts a multimillion dollar aircraft destroyei and an irreplaceable crew
in jeopardy. But if they are down, we also pray that our skills will be manifested and we
can bring one more Satisfied Jolly Green Cuatomer home to placs his name with those below.

Major Wiliiam V, D, Hickerson
Informatim Officer
28 Decemb:r 1966
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PARARESCUEMAMN A2C Franklin D. Stevson is intro luced to
the qudience by Bob Hope und Reita Faria of India, Mi s World,

during a recent show in Southeast Asia. Stevson sang 1is “Bal-
lad of the Jolly Greens” for the servicemen.
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'Jolly Greens' Praises Sumg

SAIGON — A 2l.vear-old
Air Force paravescueman,
who has twice been decor-
ated for daring rescues of
downed pilots in North
Vieluam, is singing his unil's
praises via folk song hallads.
Iiis “Ballad of the Jelly Greens”
was heard by thousands of serv.
icemen in Soulhcast Asia as he
performed on the Bob Iope
_Christimas show.

A2C Franklin D, Stevson fliey
witht the Jolly Green Giants, a
helicopterequipped  Air  Force
unit  charged  with  rescuing
pilots from North Vietnam,

Airman Stevson's Jolly Green
crew has penetrated the North
Vietnam horder 11 times, work-
ing rescue pickups on five occa-
sions, Twice the young para-
rescueman has dropped irom his
chopper {0 assist crew members
injured or lost in the jungle.
(ine such recent venture, staged
near BDien Bien Phu, earned
Stevson an Qak Leaf Cluster to
his Distinguished Flying Cross.
His other jungle adventure was
the rescue of an RF-101 pilot
who had been down for 27 hours.
Stevson later received a letter
from the-pilot’'s family, express-
“ing their gratilude for hiz role
in the successful recovery.

“This meant more to me then
pny wmedal I could have re
ceived,” says Stevson,

When the Jollvy Greens are
not actually on a mission they
are on alert. During these
waiting hours Slevson’s guitar
is his constant compaunion. He
has combined wmusical lalent
and deep belief in the rescue
effort to create his own ballad.
The song depiclts the danger
of the rescue mission and the
valor of Jolly Green crews,

Stevson is impressed by his
unit’'s mission, esprit de corps
and the environment in which it
operates.

“Folk ballads are my way of
telling people ahout the Jolly
Greens,” he says,

PARARESCUEMAN A2C Frank! n D. Stevson is introduced to
the dudience by Bob Hope and R :ita Faria of India, Miss World,
during o recent show in Southec t Asia. Stevson sang his “Bal-
lad of the Jolly Greens™ for the :ervicemen.




Downed Pilots Cited

For Their Calmness

By 88gt Chuck Framie

SAIGON—“Our search and rescue mission iz the most danger-
ous part of our operation in Vietnam,” says Capt. Jerry L. Caskey,
“but it's also the most rewarding.” Caskey, a 1960 graduate of theJ

AF Academy, is an A-1E pilot
of the 602d Fighter Sq. Since
November, the squadron has di-
rected rescue of more than 70
downed pilots over North Viet-
nom.

A rescue force generally con-
sists of A-1Es and HH-3Cs. In
some instances, a force may or-
bit over North Vietnam while a
major strike at a particularly
hcavily defended target is in
Progress.

“When a pilot realizes he's
going to have to punch out,”
Caskey said, “he can improve
his chances by landing in the
most isolated area he can find.

“If he lands in a populated
area, he can be capiured immedi-
ately. And the ground fire may
deny access to the area for the
rescue force”

* - *

PILOTS FLYING over North
Vietnam wear survival vests
which carry several signaling de-
vices. One is a small two-way
radio which can be operated as a
homing beacon.

As a parachuting crew mem-
ber {loats Lo earth, the remain-
ing members of his flight orbit
overhead to mark his location,
As soon as the pilot lands, he
tries to talk on his emergency
radio with fighters overhead.

The orbiting pllots call for a
| rescue force in case the hailed-

out pilot didn't have time to do‘

s0.

“if the man on the ground can
talk to us, we can learn his phys-
teal condition, something about
his environment, and if there's
any enemy activity in the area,”
said Caskey.

The fighters can suppress en-
emy fire or keep hostile forces
away from the survivor. Cas-
key cites one case in which the
fighters laid a smoke screen be-
tween the pilot and some hostile

ground troops. The rescue
chopper came in behind the
pickup.

“I'm always amazed at how
calm these pilots are when
they're en the ground,” Caskey
said, “I've talked to men on the
ground who had ground troops
all around them but the surviv-
or stayed calm. Several times,
downed pilots even suggested
courses of action which helped
us considerably. You've got to
respect men like that.”

W24 SEPTEMBER 28, 1966
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THE AIR FORCE

RESCUE CC YER—A Douglas A-1E Skyraider is airbomne 1o
rescue helic pters attempting pickup of a downed pilot.
reiders carry a variety of ordnonce, including rockets, bombs,
20mm cannc . [AFNS}

USAF PHC

AF'S AEROSPACE Rescue and Recovery Serv.:e next yeor gets eight Sikorsky HH-53B heav:

lift ‘copters. In this artist’s conception, one

»f the new choppers plucks a downed airmc

from the jungle. The HH-53B, AF version of the CH-53A used by the Marine Corps, will t
~the fargest ond fostest helicopter in Air For:e's inventory,




harlies and Green Giants, Toc

ATCGON Sume peopte
thegm Jeily Gireen Glants,
ol themn Ui Charlies,
e el them unbelicvable
r Foree CH-3Cs and Aerre
o Rescue and Recoevery
vice HIE3E are proving
welves in thix helicapter
Thaey have Hown dieep
North Viet Nam 1o pick
Iownesd pilots. They have
wrterd Marines  in the
Aerie proevinves and Aremy
% in the dielta regun,
s af Detachrnent 5 oof
38th Aevospace  Reseus
Recovery Squadron are

stationed in Thailand
Maj. Baylor Haynes, Since
Novembher when the first HI-
IEs arrived, 22 pilots have
been rescued, mosl in North
Viet Nam, some in Laos, some
in Thaiiand.
Mayday

When a  Mayday is  re-
celved, two MH-3Es head {or
the trouble spot. one flying

high to direct the operation,
the other low, Usually, AlE

Skyraiders  fly  cover. The
helicopters home in an the
becp from  the radic  that

every pilot earries in his sur-

under

vival Kit. When the HH-3E:
aet close, the low bird make
a guick pass, then gets in an
ocut in a hurry. Vines an
trees can make a horsecolia -
pickup tough, so a specia
jungle penetrator is used
a heavy, torpedo-shaped oh
jeet with three arms tha
make a folding seat. Para
medics  accompany the HII
3Es - and often are called ti
“invade” North Viet Nam. Re
cently, one spent 15 minutes
on  the ground, ranging
through the brush until he
continved on Page 8

Charlies and Giants

continued from Poge 1

found an unconsclous pilot.

The 20th Helicopter Sguad-
ron, under L.1. Col. Lawrence
Cummings, has its headquart-
ters at Tan Son Nhut. It has
13 CH-3Cs at its disposal.

Eight are at Da Nang in
the north, helping Marines in
daily airlifts that surprise the

troops - and sometimes their
own pilols. Last maonth the
eight flew more than 285

hours carrying 710,000 pounds
of cargo and 1,180 passen-
gers.

Big Charlies

CH-3Cs at Da Nang are
called Big Charlies fthe Ma-
rines fastened the Jolly Green
Giants labe! earlier on thelr
own CH-37s). One important
mission ix airlifting 105 mm
howitzers; the Marines now
have highly mobile artillery

support. Other missions in
clude medical  evacuation,
search and rescue, supply
for forward troops and Spe-
cial Forces camps, airlift of
downed alrcraft, and troop
shifts.

Two CH-3Cs are kept at Tan
Son Nhut, three in Thailand.
Last month, the two at Tan
Son Nhut moved American
and Australian artillery (105
mm howitzers), gun crews.
ammunition, and jeeps 17
miles twith the ternperature
at 90 degrees) in one day.
The normal load for one CII-
3C was a 3.000-pound gun car-
ried in a sling, five-man crow,
angd 1.000 pounds of field
cquipment. By the end of the
day the two helicopters had
moved 9.000 pounds of cargo
and 10 men; they flew [4
hours,

Early this month, a CH-3C
lifted 12.500 pounds of drill-
ing equipment to a location
south of Saigon -- where a
government  contractor had
been waiting three months
for delivery.

Maj. Herbert R. Zehnder,
head of the Da Nang detach:
ment, says of CH-3C joads:
“If we can put a sling on 1t
or get it aboard, we can de-
liver it anywhere, anytime,
regardiess of the weather.”
The 20th was activated in No-
vember. 1963, at Egiin Air
Forece Base in Florida,

Capt. Jerrv W, Jennings
and Capt. James O'Del]l flew
the first CH-3C mission into
North Viet Nam. An F-105 pi
lot was down near Dien Bien
Phu. The CH-3C. with Jen-
nings  pilat and  O'Dell co
pitot, took off quickly from a

jungle outpost and  headed
north. Flak [ollowed the CH-
MC's tall. When it reached the
pickup ares, Jennings saw the
fighter pilot up to his should-
ers in élephant grass and
vines, unable to move, He
dumped his extra fuel and
hovered, but the hoist was
blocked., The CH-3C went
down twice and met heavy
encray fire. Jennings radioed
for help. and A-1Es spraved
the wrea. The CH-3( went
down again, blades cutting
the undergrowth, tips  dan-
gerously near a rise in the
land. Back safely. the crew
found the tip of one blade
gone, the others bent, and a
picee of tree trunk in the cow-
ling.
Jolly Green Giants

Capt. James 1. (Larryt Bu-
tera of the 38th =says the
camouflage painted FIIEs
are called Jolly Green Giants
berause of “the gusto with

whith we go aboul wvur
work”,
Butera took part in the

rescue of four downed pilots
in North Viet Nam. [ie calls
the HH-3Es the real heroes
of the missions. Last month,
an HH-3E on & rescuec flight
was hit eight times by cnemy
gunfire during its approach,
hover, and departure; one ro-
tor blade tonk a direct hit,
and other hits were danger-
ously close to the {uel lines.
Two  downed pilots were
picked up at the same time
on the same hoist in another
mission,

CH-3Cs and HH3Ls in
Viet Nam are acting out the
words of one pilot who says:
“The book on helicopter war-
fare is heing wriiten over
here. We get a new chapter
avery day.”



During o rescue mission, Crab Apple, Sandy and Jolly Greer Giant rely heavily on KR

CROWN BIRD OVER VIETNAM
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During cdramatic ond cften hazacdous rescue missions in Southeost Avia. HC-1 10 Crown Birg directs rescue chopper &°'E,




Daam.«nc. daring rescues are a daily occurrence in
the Vietnamn war. In [966 for example, rescuc
units in Southeast Asia completed more than 400 com-
bar air crew recoveries in battle areas. During that
wear rescue personnel eamed more than 1,041 midi-
wry decorations, including several Air Force Crosses,
for their performance in Vietnam.

It was no accident that these hymanitarian acts -

were successful. Moreover, not once will you hear
o rescued air crewman vefer 1o his removal from
dense jungle foliage or the opcn sea’as “luck.” It
takes patience, determination, skill, teamwork and guts.

The responsibility for coordinating on-scene rescue
operations in Vietnam is vested in the “Crown™ air-
crafi. No, you won’t find “crown bird” in any dic-
tionary, but this “bird” is well known to US Air Force
and other combat crews who daily pound strategic
targets in-country.

The Crown bird is an HC-130 Hercules. It serves
as an airborne extension of the 3rd Aerospace Rescuc
and Recovery Group's Joint Search and Rescue Cen-
ter at Tan Son Nhut Air Base. When directed by the
Center, the turbojet flies pre-planned orbits during
strike missions and directs rescue activities.

The HC-130 has some special characteristics. These
include 8 nase yoke, which is part of the Fulton Re-
covery System, and new, highly sophisticated naviga-
tional and communications equipment. The Crown
bird carrics seven crewmen. Their work begins with
a distress signal.

“I'm hit and hecading west,” Crab Apple One ra-
dioed as his F-105 Thunderchief limped downward
toward the jungie in North Vietnam. Then the signal
Bucnt dead.

One of Crown's loadmasters, acting as scanner,
fied the bomber as it fell. “The landing gear
ped off and she's smoking,” the scanner reported
his piiot.

Roger, we have a fix on him,” the pilot replied.

S Jolly Green, Jolly Green, you have a customer at
¢ o'clock,” be instructs the rescue helicopter.

| ‘Roger, Crown, we’re on our way."”

B Sir, 1 sce some VC in a clearing about six o’clock.
They are heading toward Crab Apple,” warned an-
uther HC-130 scanner.

“Roger. Sandy this is Crown. VC are moving to-
ward Crab Apple at six o'clock. Give us some ord-
nance in that area.”

“Crown this is Sandy. We'll be all over "em.”

Here is where patience, determination, skill and
teamwork pay off during 2 rescue mission.

Jolly Green is an HH-3E rescue helicopter. It is
fondly known as “The Jolly Green Giant” because of
its size and color.

“Sandy” is an A-1E Skyraider. This propeller-driven’

special air warfare fighter carries a massive bomb load

of 6,000 pounds, plus other ordnance. its roie in this

rescue is 1o keep the enemy from the downed man.
“Say, buddy,” said the Crown’s pilot to Crab Apple,

the downed pilot, “we are sending Sandy in after
some VC bheading your way. Turn on your beacon
so we can pinpoint your position.”

Jolly Green picked up the iignal and headed toward
the downed pilot's position. En route, the Crown pilot
told the victim 1o turn off hs beacon. Then the two
began a conversation designec to keep up the downed
airman’s spirit,

“How'ya feefing buddy,” the Crown pilot asked.

“Pretty good. At least 1 don’t think I have any
broken bones,” was the repl .

“Great! Jolly Green is heaiing your way. We'll get
you oul as soon as Sandy says the arez is clean.”

Meanwhile, miles away, Ssndy had unloaded some
ordnance and was now circlng the area where the
Viet Cong had been sighted. Nhen he saw no further
encmy activity he radioed an « kay to proceed with the
rescue, then headed for the fr nges of the rescue area
to fly cover.

“QOkay Jolly Green, go ger our man,” the Crown
pilot said to the rescuc helicopter. Then he advised
the downed pilot 1o be alert ior pickup,

“Crabh Apple, Jolly Green shuld be approaching you
now. Do you see him?”

“No, but T can hear him. 1 doubt if he can see me
because of the thick foliage. Tell him to look for my
parachute and a dead trec. 'm between the two.”
There was a brief delay, thcn the F-105 pilot ra-
dioed: "1 see him, I see him ™ as Jolly Green man-
euvered overhead.

“Jolly Green, this is Crov'n. Do you see Crab
Apple?” '

“No, Crown. I can’t see rim. The foliage is too
thick.”

“Roger, Jolly Green. I'll ask him to give you some
smoke.”

“Never mind, Crown, I see his parachute. How far
is he from that?”

“I'm about 200 feet awsy,” Crab Apple broke into
the conversation. “Keep comiig, Jolly Green. Move
out about 180 or 200 yards to the right. Not too
much. Now do you see a dead tree? I'm near a ridge
in a httle valley. Okay, now turn 90 degrees left.”

“Crown, this is Jolly Green 1 see him.”

“Roger, Jolly Green, Sandy keep your cyes open
for snipers.” The A-1E pilot co tinued to patrol.

“Go to it, Jolly Green, so w: can get out of here”

The HH-3E hovered over tie downed airman and
a crewman lowered the forest pemetrator rescue seat.
The seat was attached to extr: long hoist cables. In
a matler of minutes the pilot :limbed onto the seat,
strapped himself in, and was | fted aboard the chop-
per. Crown gave Jolly Green coordinates to the nearest
air base and the three aircrat. headed home.

The success of this rescue mission is typical of the
patience and teamwork requir:d during search and
rescue operations. The Crown tird calls the shots, but
it’s teamwork that wins the gane — a game that is
played for kecps.
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PLEIKY RESCUE_DETACHMENT SETS OUTSTANDING RECORD

Pleika (74F) — JUNGLE NESCUE — Ainman Seccnd Clasz Allaw I, Stanek,
2], of Boyd, Wis., ridsa 2 forest pemetrator ap int: s hoveriog Air }ir:e
ll~$3 rescns chopper during a training operaticn, Stuaff Serzesnt Charie: T,
Barrix cof Lsurencevilie, Ind., operatea the holet frem ths thopper, Both mea
are Braigned to Detachment #2, 38th Aersspace Resrue acd Re-svery &5 :dran
at Pieiku air basse, The squadron is credited with 92 :gmbat pick aps which

include 60 cambat saves in juet sne year in Scatheanst d:ia, (ATR FOlCR F’l{f}'!.‘f)),

b-N
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By Lt. Jerry Poppink

SCOTIT AIR FORCE BASE

A NAVY COMBAT PILOT shot down over North Viet Nam,
ditched his jet in the South China Sea and began a long and lonely
vigil, He floated for two days and nights, scorched by the blazing
sun and chilled by the night winds, His raft, which was torn when
he hit the water, had to be reinflated by mouth every 20 minutes.

The pilot had suffered internal
new agony.

“At night the going really
got tough,” he reported. “Com-
munist gunboats came out look-
ing for me with searchlights.
1 guess they had seen my chute
when I ditched. I had 0o get cut
in the water again and hide un-
der my raft till they f{inally
gave up the search. Trying to
climb back into the raft was
agony.”

On the morning of the third
day, he heard the drone of air-
craft engines, and a Grumman
HU .18 Albatross amphibian
landed a few yards away for the
pickup.

“The rescueman in the door
seemed hesitant to jump,” the
pilot recalled. ‘And when he
did jump, a second man in the
doorway was covering him with
an M-16 carbine. Not until I got
aboard the plane did I find out
what they were conoerned about
—my raft was surrounded by a
big school of sharks!™

THE RESCUE ITSELF—despite
the sharks and the threat of ene-
my gunboats—was pretty routine.
The airborne lifeguards wave
members of the Aerospace Res-
cue and Recovery Service, a
subcommand of the Military
Airlift Command, and their
work in Viet Nam has become
something of 2 legend.

The unit responsible for this

injuries, and each inflation was

work in the Southeast Asia area
ig the Thirty-cighth Aerospace
Rescue and Recovery Squadron.
It has more than 300 men on
duty at Tan Son Nhut and at
detachments at Bien Hoa, Da
Nang, Pleiku and Binh Thuy.
Those at outlying bases fly Ka-
man HH-43 Huskie helicopters,
while open-sea rescues are
flown with the HU-16 Albatross.
A new helicopter, the Sikorsky
CH-3C, complete w'th armor
plating and long-range external
fuel tanks, recently was put in
service for rescue missions
deep ints North Viet Nam.

Since December 1964 the unit
has been credited with 423
“saves,'" 135 of which involved
combat flyers. A ‘save” is
logged when it is evident that the
person would have died had it
not been for air rescue.

Rescue personnel have re-
ceived 300 awards and decore-
tions. But the most moving
awards are the words of praise
from combat pilots. One Air
Force F-105 pilot, picked up by
a helicopter in North Viet Nam,
hugeed his rescuers.

“They were like angels from

heaven—simply the greatest!”
he said.
The combat pilots should

know. They figure that they
have a 75 per cent chamce of

being rescued if shot down on”
a strike mission. They are ad~
vised to head due east for the
open sza if hit, 30 thev can bait
out over water where the chance
of rescue is even better.

“Rescuemen often face 2s manv
hazards as the fighter pilnts, -
said one helicopter comman .
der, “and they don't have thg.
speed, the maneuverability or
the firepower of the jets, They
come under pretty heavy groun
fire and take a lot of hits frofm
the VC. When they've seen the
pilot jump, it's a race to see
who gets to him first.”

ONE F-183 pilot came down in
the midst of North Viet Namese
troops near the port city of
Vinh. In the face of heavy fire,
an air rescue helicopter hovered
abeve 100 -foot bamboos an
lowered a sling while N
fightei:s flew protective oov.

siing before
reached him, and he was ho
ed aboard as the Navy fighterss
closed in for a final rocket
salvo.

“The open-sea rescues aren’t
any easier,” said the pilot of an
amphibious Albatross. “Often if's
pretty rough and choppy oft
there .— once we had to taxt.
almost. 2all the way to the beach
just to find water calm enough
for takeoff. When there’s na
fighter cover overhead, it ca
be pretty much touch and go.
We've been attacked by gun-
boats, armed junks, When we're
in sight of shore, the VCs will
fire anything they can at us.””’

The HU-18s have been credit-
ed with 23 open-sea rescues. The
star of the team in the opinion
of many is the pararescueman.
He must be a skilled parachut-
ist, an excellent swimmer —
both on the surface and using
scuba gear — and a do-it-your-
self medic to provide emergen-
cy treatment for injured flyens.
He must also be a marksman.

RESCUE IN Viet Nam is only
one part of the over-all mission
of the Aerospace Rescue and
Recovery Service. Tt has head-
cuarters at Orlando Air Force
Base, in Florida, but its detach-
ments are ail over the worlg.
They have heiped recover as-
tronauts and spacecralt, as was
done when the two Gemini pilots
came down in the Pacific last
month.

But their principal role today
is in Viet Nam, where the Thir-
ty-Eighth Aerospace Rescue and
Recovery Squadron was awand-
ed the Presidential Unit Citatien
in January.

In presenting the award.
President Johnson said: “Time
and time again these men have
reached into the jungle, the
mountains and the sea to res-
cue other brave men who have
been downed in combat , . .80
men live today, carry on free-
dom's struggles today and will
return to their families tomar-
row because the Thirty-Eighth
by its motto, “That Others Mk
Live.'”
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Two Jolly Green Crewmen Awarded DFCs

Capt. Charles W. Hoilman, | with the 37th Aerospace Rea- | qting in aerial flight.
Jr,, an Hi-3 Jolly Green |cue and Recovery Squadron, Captain Hoilman was cited
Giant “~7¢~-pter rilot and | recently were awarded tha | for a Dec. 3, 1969 flight

I . " A ! Distinguished Flying Cross || when he penatrated an extre-
Je ) poth ' f~~ haratam whila narticin=" i‘me-ly hostile Ia.I'ea to affeact

" the rescue of two downed Air
Force pilots. Even after his
aircraft bad sustained sev-
era battle damage, he per-
aisted until both pilots had
been safely hoistad aboard
from the midst of surround-
ing enemy troops.

tr. tet, 6, Sergeant
Southward participated in an:
aarial flight which penetra-
ted an area of known hostile
activity in '

cre . ely, - i
E - R ’ —_
A O Whee o e
s mi: ar B '
g ‘ . L iIl—
. t. nemy
grou f nned
ad o gup-
RYSRS IS : 1 vul-
t x
1tile



6 Injured n A0S ok« Iy

Six crewmen from the 37th Aerospace
Reacue and Recovery Sq zdr-- were in*ired
and thky . .i-,3 Bl eli ed
Saturday ir an o far avceemy. to
rescue a fighter p._—-. ..ot down in Laos.

Lt. Col. Royal Brown, squadron command-
er, piloted the first aircraft to go in
for an attempted pickup. 'We took amall
arms fire “or the entire mile of our run-
in and . we began to hover over the

/dvor vt w -~ic *=< > wva opaened up on

' sald he _olonel.

A Broken Leg

TLe <owned pilot suffered a  oken leg
and br " :n arm durir- “.is e suac” gn it
was neceeeary for a ... resc =man (PJ) to
deacend and help him bozrd the chopper.
In doing 8o the PJ was it by small srms
fire and Colonel pulled his ck -2er
out of the area and took stock of the
situstion,

The colonel continued, " ¢ :(d 1t
the aircraft a the P and necigeu we
could risk ¢ wue: hrv before ading
back to base.'

On the - ' 'a rAnc
lot. was hi . 1 1 Colone brown
dec: Ve Iluau ) w Tl'i and the

nea.est L. a2dical 1 :ilavy.

F-4 Phantoms from the 366th TFW "Gun- -

fighters'" then came in and worked over

for
CNE BIG iISSION OUVER Laus

the surrounding area. Fvidently the en-

emy troops wer ‘‘-itin-~ for another chop-
per for t ¢ i fire itil the
fighte. were >f ~ ¢-e and Maj.
Lonal L. ve..o... .OC. He | e

Taleg ti oA eremy “s an -~ wth

s ol the Le.. ¢ A4 Hajor Jense we for-
ced to leave the area without picking up
the pilot.

For a third time the fighters went in
and plastered the area, bombing and
strafing enemy pos’ .ions. Then it was
Lt. " -1. 2y S. . o ite's turn to
pilc. the _escue chopper. He skimm 3 in
over the downed pilot and . =ptly
wounded in the hand ty enemy tir .

Bullets raked the chopper fore and aft,
injuring a PJ and damaging one engine.
With thie engine shut down, the colonel
turned around and headed back for Quang
Tri.

Too Dark To Centine

By t tone L. wae e Y noork to

continu ’ > e arc  and

re "€ nn' up€l auaOf Wes halted unt.i_

m.  ng. T ¢ in 7 u 1in

the r~ e ot v Nal te 30

Wts é wl tem carily
t of ission. _

The d' vned pilot broke radic contact
dur@ng the night and after a specified
period of time, the SAR was officially

terminated. it'- very =eldom won 't
get a p_. ot L. elated er- aced
Soler . T 7 tug=- = ere,
his is . |, . eeeee . 2e 1 an em-—
ber, bat w '* Y -=ain if we lad to.

The BUFFs a.e a ... _3d crewmember's in-
surance policy and thers's not s one of
us-here Wwho wouldn't do it all over a-



AF Copter Rescijet

+  S&S Vietnam Bureau | Than Hoa, with 250-pound borot
SAIGON—Two_Air Fo-'ce_b_g[i-fand reported a secoodary explu-

copter crews braved intense ¢n-! sion and smoke to 1,000. fect.
emy SIper Tire northwesC of Hu-.  Navy pilots from the carric

Tol 7and_rescued a_sur-: Intrepid also hit in the Thanh He
rounded F4C pilot, | avea anad destroyed 4 railcars an

¢ other crew member of the:damaged 4 others.
! Phantom could not be rcached; In other air action, 232 sortic
| and is réporied missing. were flown over South Vietnam L.
The Phantom was- refwrning | support- of 8 ground operations.
!fl'om an air strike when it was| Air Force pilots reported destioy-
:downed. Both crewmen ejected:ing or damaging 111 enemy bufld
i and weve able to make radio con- |ing, 13 sampans, 8 bunkers anua
tact. ' . ‘several fortified positions.

Two _helicopters from _the 3 - '

 Aerospace Rescue_and Ve
roup were 500n -overhead an
had {ﬁ'é two men in_sight. With
Aw Force Skyraiders flyin
cover, the helicopters droppe
down for the pickup. Sniper fiv
knocked out the hoist mechanist
on one of the helicopters an
wounded one of the crew. T
With the damaged helicopte
forced to pull gut, the secon
moved in and picked up one ¢
the pilots. The weather closed i
before the other piot could b
reached. _ ;
U.S. pilots it me;Hanoi-Hai-]
hong area- Weddesddy with 13.

Lissions. (g g Y
Pilots rg@ed .miggrate to
eavy ground fire: ..~ ¥..
Phantoms from the carrier
oral Sea struck the Van Ly
lorage area, 4 miles northeast o~




Jolly Greens .. - Civi(.H

Action Workers

Routine Trip Turns
Into ‘Hair-Raiser’

By TSGT. JERRY ODOM

DA NANG—Nijne members of an Air Force civic action team
recently were evacuated from a besieged compound near the
province capital of Hoi An by a Jolly Green rescue helicopter from
'the 37th Aerospace and Recovery Squadron (MAC).

' The rescue came alfler a 26-bour ordeal that started as a
'routine civic action trip and quickly turned into a life-or-death situa-
tlon. Capt. Pasl R. Stankiewicz, Danvers, Mass., clvic action of-
ficer for the 366th Tactical Fighter Wing, and his assistant, Sgt.
lJoseph L. Langlols, New Roads, La., led the mission of seven civic
action volunteers.

The ordeal began when the nine-man team left Da Nang AB
for Hoi An, 18 miles southeast of the base. On their truck, they
arried empty 55-gallon oil drums, 200 pounds of clothing and some
.ocuments for the province senior advisor.

‘“We drove down Route 4 until flagged down pnd told we could
ot proceed any further because the road was mined by the
nemy,” Captain Staukiewicz satid.

The captain decided to turn around and try to make it through
the hail of fire near Vinh Dien so they could make it back to Da
ang.

However, when they neared the intersection of Highway 1 and
Route 4, *‘we ran into a terrific amount of automatic weapons fire,”
sald the captain.

“We ran for a house back down Route 4 toward Hoi An.”

“We were pinned down for 2n hour and a half,” sald Captain
Stankiewicz. *“‘Then there was a small break in the firing so I
decided to get out of there. -

The team then headed for a nearby compound on Route 4 that
held Korean Marines.

*“The night was something else,”’ Captain Stankiewicz recalled,
“Al} during the night we were shelled with mortars. There must
have been 50 or 60 rounds. They didn’t seem to be aiming at the
compound, but-some of them came mighty close.

“Throughout the night, AC-47 Dragonships from Da Nang’s 4th
Special Operations Squadron were’ called into the area to fire upon
the enemy.”

“By dawn, we decidéd to get out there,” said Captain Stankiewicz.
“We radioed the 366th Tactical Fighter Wing. We requested air
evacuation by the Jolly Green helicopters and got confirmation
that they were on their way.”

The compound was still under attack when the Jolly Green heli-
copter arrived.

“As the helicopter lifted off, we started taking ground fire and
two rounds hit the aircraft,”” commented Capt. John F. Shelby,
Shrewsbury, Mass., another member of the civic action team.

Tired but uninjured, the team stepped off the chopper at Da
Nang AB.

Other team members were Capt. Raymond E. Headlee, Kirk-
wood, Mo.; Sergeants Oscar Perez, San Antonio; Norman E. Gold-
l&fatt, Queenis, N.Y.; MelvimmHirkson, Ranway, N.J.; and Roger E.

elle.





