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PLEIKU — Detachment 39 of
the 38th Aerospace Rescue and
Hecovery Squadron, located at
the Pleikn AB, recently saved
seven lives in seven days,

The first emergency took pla-

ce when the detachment was
notified at 5:50 a.m. that a C-130
had crashed on a landing zppro-
ach one mile east of the Pleiku
ranway.

Yhe clert créew was airborne in
flve minutes ond proceeded to
fhe crosh scene. Bacouse of early
rmorning ground fog, the wreckage
=ould not be seen until their H-43

felicopter was within 200 yards.

The rescue commander, Capi.
Lawrence F. Marcum, landed as
mear the flaming cockpit as pos-

wible. Co-pilot 1st Lt. Gordon 0.
Tooley, fire-fighter ATC Lester

Long and pararescue man A2C

Roy E. Kelsey started toward
the aircraft, finding two survi-

vors groping their way out of |

the wreckage.
The survivors were taken to

ihe helicopter while others con- |
ginued to search for survivors, |

aided by a second rescue helicop-
der crew of Capt. Dale R. Tyree,
ist Lt. David Stevensom, SSgt.
JBames Johnson and A2ZC Allen
Stanek. Exploding
waps in the vicinity did not deter
them from (he search.

No other survivors were locat-
wd, ond Captein Morcum ond
.crew returned the two Injured
waersons to the Pleiku AB dispen-
~sary. They received, emergency
wireatment there cnd -were then
wair evacuted o a horpﬂol. Both
hove since recovered.

The second mission took place

six days later just after sun-f

dows, when an emergency call
to idetachment @ informed its
members that five American sol-
diers were suffering from heat
gprostration and needed immedi-
ate evacualion from the Chu
Pong mountain area, One in fact

.w_q_ce,ivlng _art:{'c_mi respirati

. detonator |

was so near death that he was |

Days

Army helicopters to lerId on it,

50 the Air Force was

n the
call for help. :

The alert crews, Cop! Richard

L. Cordwell, Capt. rik M,
Bergold; mechanic, 'Ber.iru_m
£. Brundridge, and AirmanKelsey;
and Captein Marcum, Lieutenant
Tooley; mechanic, S5gt. Jomes
Johnson, ond paororéscue man

$Sgt. George Schipper, departed

Pleiku ofter o quick mission plon-
ning ond briefing.

They evaded tirees surroun-
ding the cleared area that rea-
ched as high as 150 feel, with
Captain Cardwell landing first
with the docter. After 20 minu-

tes of First aid treatment for the

soldiers, Captain Cardwell toock
off with two of the sick men
and thenCaptain Marcum eased
/his h‘:%o ter into the confined
area vicked up the three
remaining.
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