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: c.~.:. T .. . :. :;.::.;..,_ .:.::C:. ·. :...::: le.:.:.:'..; ~:;;.:..~e pc:.e r . lie puncl ed out ·men station 
pass...._...: o ~ ::~_::. .. ,:.!. 97 · .. ::.:; :..:.t..:.:..::ed :..!!-l 1..1.:t~ Green 5~ (Lcr.-r Bird) a.c'ld Jolly 
Green 53 (Hi.Ji 3ird) were scrfu.Jbl ed c:.t 0150:. The Jc 1.ly :;.reens :-;ere airborne 
-•. 'ithin £ ::i:utes and entered the l JOO ft . overc.:.st h ('ading ~forth, ho!:d.ng to 
Channel 97 . After breaking ot4t on top at 6500 ft ., they were joined b7 
Candys 3 and 4. 

- .... .... ,, .,, _ _ ......... ~r-.cuc;ded 7-o the s ::..t .1." l _. t he :;i: . . t , :3 '.: degrees 
r:.:.cliPl .:;.t 5 mil.JS cf Cl .. :..el 97 and '"'-'" i .. "-~C-' r::: - ·· ··~nd.J J 
·.;er.t du.m t:1roi..!J: the :. ;rc·.st , c:.1d 1_:-..:.:... ::.. ·- ~ . j. ~~ -'~ ~ .. "' . .-.. ,".i-.;-! 

..-ilot 0 .. 1 ·.:,{~.3 ..;.:,.""'.:.! c.,f (.-. . ~-·- -"-''---v :: ) .:~ .::, -r:..-~ .. -L: ... '-"··-~-1: .. ;-:_ll~6·3 . The 
Vill..3.t;ers helped the sl:....,:rr.17 br"Ji sed ~na sl1ak .. n pilct do:m tl:e hill to a feas­
i!:lle pickup site . 

Jol.1.;r Green 54 and 53 hz:.d ?roceedec! to 5 =iil.es ~outh of Cha..-me: 97 a:id 
ti.lrned to intercept tne 135 de3ree r adia.l at 5 Uli.les. ~!e3.ti'ler enrou.te .:as 
6500 ft . , top o; ove.:.--c.:ist , a!'Ki. cl.e.:: above . On ar::-i- in;; ~t t::e sc~:ie, c.t 
\... ... 15z, t:_e Joll;r '}reens crbir,ec .:or :.pproxi:...::tel.y 5 i: . ..:tds u.'!ti:. 3c.i.-::iJ.- l 
direct ed .::.n 3.pproach. Jcll;,r }re13n 54 dived :.:U'cu,;h b:..· ~!: i..-: :,~e o·..,rercast 
and left 53 to orbit a::iove . .m i..:;:::iediatd s:...)it:in._. ,., s wac!e of Sa.."ld.j- 1 belo.-1 
the overcast at 45CO ft; 1000 ft above 't.he 0 rcund. 'Jhere -..as scc.ttered ground 
fog in the ~113:/s . S:?.r.ay 1 directed 54 over the village ar .. d 5 rri.nci:.es l a ter , 

(0225Z) , Jo:J.;: G-ra ... ;r: ) ' .. .:.:.d :-cr.c:,c;d ?':is 't,i..;.n.'.·~s .:.;1d ,"._ ~ in c.. :-.ever over t:r.e 
do .. :icd pilot. . Radio contact ::as not establi.shed 1·.itl the survivor because the 
over-helpful vill:i.6ers had packed up all of :us su1~>J:i val ge.:ar to car.c;r do·.m the 
hill for hi.::. Ho·,;ever , .... n 'i:asy visua.l si.;.":t i.'"1(; .tad i :.d=. 

The pickup was made at approxi::Btely 3500 feet , USL and 100 feet of hoist 
cable .ias let out . The pilot had no trouble mounti.1\, the tree penetrator and was 
rc.3led in :d.th 95~ torque and 2400 lbs of fuel on bo1.. rd . ;3ecause of no communica­
tion lrith the do1-med pilot, it could only be assumed that due to lack of ground 
fire from the villagers, they were friendly . Since the pilot -..ras extracted with-
out any overt acti ons on the part of these villagers, this assumption proved correct . 

Jolly Green 54 exited the area and joined above the breaking overcast with 
Jolly Green 53, Sandys 2, 3, and 4 and proceeded to I-98. 

The Sandys did their usua.l outstanding job in al l a re=.s of the nission and 
greatly enhanced the speed of 't.ne rescue . llo ground fire or flak was encountered. 

TDL!: : 0~5Z 
00~.?CD PII.OT : Cat::t.3.~ it . F. Lo~en, 
Im;O~Y AR.SA : 20/25 'N, 103/47 ' Z 
RADIO ffiOCEDURJS : Excellent 
lBSCut: COORDDlATIC!l:l Sxcellent 
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: d !BRGp Hist, Oct-Dec 66 

Det 2-3-123-2 Nov (RCC Narrative) 

(C) (GP-4} At approximately 0145Z, Jolly Green 54 and 53 were put <» cockpit 
alert. An F-105 had been hit on a strafing pass along tht Red River in NVN and 
was losing engine power. He punched out anD. ·Jolly Greet?- 54 (Low Bird) and Jolly 
Green 53 (High Bird) were scram.bled at 0150Z. The J.oll1' ltreens were airborne · 

1:!!t.hin tvo minutes and entered the 1000 tt overcast'• J:i·eacing North. Arter breaking 
out on top at 6500 tt, they- were joined by Sandles 3 and 4. Sandles 1 and 2 had 
proceeded to the site ot the downed pilot and were in vojce contact with him. 
Sandy- 1 went dow through the overcast and within ten mirutes had lo.cated the downed 
pilot on the side ot a hill about 100 yds upslope tran. a small village. The vil:.. . 
lagers helped the slightly bruised and shaken pilot down the hill to a r~asible . 
pickup site. On arri"fing at the scene at 0215Z the Jolly Greens orbited for approx­
··"'D&tely tive minutes until Sandy- 1 directed an approach. Jolly Green 54 dived 
-..nrough a break in the overcast and lett 53 to orbit abo~e. An immediate sighting 
was made o! Sandy- 1 below the overcast at 4500 !t; 1000 ft above- the ground. There 
was scattered ground tog in the valleys. Sandy- 1 directec 54 over the village 
and tive minutes later Jolly Green 54 had punched his taxks and was in a hover 
over the downed pilot. Radio contact was not established with the survivor because 
the over-helpful villagers had packed up all his survi.Tal gear to carry down the 
hill tor him; however, an easy visual sighting was made. The pickup was made at 
approximately 3500 tt, HS1 and 100 n; ot hoist cable was let out. The pilot had 
no trouble mounting the tree penetrator and was reeled ill with 95% torque and 2400 
lbs ot tuel on board. Because o! no communication with the downed pilot it could 
onl1" be assumed that due to lack o! ground tire tram the villagers, they were 
!riendl.7. Since the pilot was extracted without arrr oTert actions on the part o! 
these villagers, this assumption proved correct. Jolly' Green 54 exited the area 
and joined above the overcast with Jolly Green 531 Sandles 21 3, and 4 and 
proceeded bane. The Sandies did their usual outstanding j ob in all areas of the 
,Ddssion and greatly enhanced the speed or the rescue. No ground tire or tlak 
~ · .ls encountered. · 

.Det 1-3-81-3 R4T 

(0) Wingman ot an RF-101 notitied rescue or the· bailout or his element leader 
OTer the Gult ot Tonkin NNK o! Danang. HH-43 (call. sign n Pedro n) launched 
and made a hoist pickup ot the surTi.TOr, returning him to Danang AB. Total 
time tran. launch to pickup o! downed pilot was thirt7 mil'lates. 

Det 2-3-125-4 Nov {RCC NarratiTe) 

(C) (GP-4) At 14551 Jolly Green 52 "'-s scrambledJ airborne at 15001 it was ad'fised 
that an F-105 pilot was leaving his aircratt in an area .west ot Dong Hoi. Accom­
panied by !our Sand1' aircratt (AlE), .. Jolly Green 52 waa ia orbit at 5000 tt at 
15301. Sandy- 5 located the dowed pilot, experienced no ground tire and escorted 
Jolly Green 52 into the area. Tip tanks were dropped and transfer o! tuel over­
board began at 4000 tt and continued throughout the piclro p and climbout. Jolly 
Green 52 passed over the downed pilot at approximatel.7 tif't7 teet .. and the decision 
was made to land the helicopter next to the surviTOr. The landing was accomplished 
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Det 2-3-123-2 Nov (RCC Narrative) 

(C) (GP-4} At approximately 0145Z, Jolly Green 54 and 53 were put on- cockpit 
alert. An F-105 had been hit on a etrating pass along th3 Red River in NVN and 
was losing engine power. He ~ched out an(t · .ro~ Green 54 (Low Bird) and Jolly 
Green 53 (High Bird) were scrambled at 0150Z. The Jj)li1'. Greens were airborne · 
~thin two minutes and entered the 1000 rt overcast· .. bea i1ng North. After breaking 
out on top at 6500 rt, they were joined by Sandies 3 and 4. Sandies 1 and 2 had 
proceeded to the site ot the downed pilot and were in vo tce contact with him. 
Sand;y 1 went down through the overcast and within ten mi: iutes had lo.cated the downed 
pilot on the. side ot a hill about 100 yds upslope tran a small village. The vn;.. ". 
lagers helped the slightly bruised and shaken pilot down the hill to a t~asible · 
pickup site. On arriving at the scene at 0215Z the Jolly Greens orbited for approx­
··iiately tive minutes until Sand;y 1 directed an approach. Jolly Green 54 dived 
.... nrough a break in the overcast and lert 53 to orbit abo·re. An immediate sighting 
was made ot Sandy 1 below the overcast at 4500 .tt; 1000 .~t above the ground. There 
was scattered ground tog in the valleys. Sand;y 1 directec l 54 over the village 
and .tive minutes later Jo~ Green 54 had punched his ta!lks and was in a hover 
over the downed pilot. Radio contact was not established with the survivor because 
the over-helptul villagers had packed up all hia survi n.:_ gear to C&rI7 down the 
hill tor him; howeTer, an easy visual sighting was made. The pickup was made at 
approximately 3500 rt, HSL and 100 rt; o.t hoist cable was let out. The pilot had 
no trouble mounting the tree penetrator and was reeled iH with 95% torque and 2400 
lbs ot tuel on board. Because ot no conmu.nication with t he downed pilot it could 
only' be assllJlled that due to lack ot ground tire tram the villl.8ers1 thq were 
1'riend.17. Since the pilot was extracted without &!J1' oTeri . actions on the part ot 
these villagers, this assumption proved correct. Jol.17 Gi •een 54 ex1.ted the area 
and joined above the overcast with Jolly Green 5.3 1 Sandius 21 31 and J. and 
proceeded bane. The Sandies did their usual outstanding . lob in all areas of the 
p.ssion and greatly enhanced the speed or the rescue. No ground tire or tlak 
· · Js encountered. 

(U) Wingm•n ot an RF-101 notitied rescue ot the· b&ilout o.t his element leader 
OTer the a.il.t 01' Tonkin NHS ot Danang. HH-4.3 { cal1 sign 'Pedro n) launched 
and made a hoist pickup ot the SUM'ivor6 returning him t o Danang AB. Total 
time !ran launch to pickup ot downed pilot was thirt7 mil 1utes. 

Det 2-3-125-4 Nov (RCC Narrative) 

(C) (GP-4) At 1455L Jolly Green 52 was scrambledJ airborue at 1500L it was advised 
that an F-105 pilot was leaving his aircratt in an area .Heat ot Dong Hoi. Accom­
panied by tour Sanci7 aircra.tt (AlE), .Jol.17 Green 52 waa :.n orbit at 5000 tt at 
15301. Sand;y 5 located the downed pilot, experienced no ground tire and escorted 
Jo~ Green 52 into the area. Tip tames were dropped and transfer ot tuel over­
board began at 4000 rt and continued throughout the pickl 1p and climbout. Jo~ 
Green 52 passed over the downed pilot at approxim&tell' ~ .rt7 teet .. and the decision 
was made to land the helicopter next to the surdTOr. Thc1 landing was accomplished 
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CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF 

THE AIR MEDAL 
('::i1:.::rH Ol.K LEAF CLUSTER) 

'l'O 

JOHN F. TOBEY 

llrman First Class John F. Tobey distingui&s 1ed himself by mri­
torious achievement while participating :1.Zl aerial night as a Para­
rescue SpeciAlist on a BH-4JF near Da Nang, Repu>lic of Vietnwn on 
3 November 1966. On that date, Airman Tobey acrnmbled in a rescue 
helicopter that rec~red a pilot ot an RF-101 t hat had been downed 
by hostile grouDi tire. The professional skill uid airmanship diaplay­
ed by Airman TobeT reflect great credit upon him! elf' and the United 
States Air Force. 
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The tour ?roe l'.nt: ph.~:ogra~ .,,.re tAlct!lr. on 1 Ill.JV th 
att.r the •1lcce~ .. 1\J "'"'~• of Capt !!an~7 , Rr-101 pilot 
oorth o! 0$ t\aD£. 

Blh4)F Crew 

\:!' 1 at Lt Toa ellcrn 

!\S ,\ 1 C Johll Tc ,.., 
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Jolly Green 54 (Low Bi rd) 

RCC - 1st Lt . Arlyn E. ~·Tebster 
RCCP - 1st Lt . ~·lilliam C. Dean 
HH - A2C Gary R. Meyer 
PJ - SSgt Aaron D. Farrior 

~ •~fil~*"SAF 
Rescue Cre·J CCll!lmS.ndcr 

(_ 

Jolly Green 53 (High Bird) 

RCC - Ca~tain Kenneth D. Murphy 
RCCP - ht Lt. ::lliner C. Lavender 
ID·I - SSgt Jerry R. Johnson 
PJ - A.2C Hichae1 L. Halvorson 
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