Mission Narrative - 2 Cet 66

Y
Cn 2 Cet %6, at 0915Z, colly Green 36 (Low) and Jclly Green 02 (High) wers
scramboled from L-36. The dewned pilot, Foskick IT, was reported at coordinates
209/45" 11, 1049/13' 3. The Jolly Greens were airborne it 09182 with no launch-
ing difficulty =ncountered. ’leather at 1-36, snroute and at pickup point was
cln.:Lr' and visibility unrestricted.

Shortly after scramble, an on-scene Firefly Flight gave pickup peint as 5//‘
the 0999 radial from Chamnel 97 st 34 miles. 3Zandy's 21 and 22 startzd sscort ;7
at 10 milss South of Channel 97.

pproxductely 20 miles from pickup arsa, Jolly Green -0 could menitor
stween downsd yllm and Rescap., «t appreximasiely 5 il S

COIIVeIr s Lu.l.“ o

arss, Jolly Groen 306 was zble to talk directly -’1uh S ITe

LUCKRET,.

Céptein Lockhzrd dirscbed the rescue helicopter tc liis area then released
his orange smoke flare and displayed his signal panel. Thsse wers obcerved
immediately, the tip tanks were dropped with no difficulty and an approach made.
The PJ cbserved the survivor, the hoist was lowersd and the pilot brought up.
Captain Lockhard was on bcard and Jolly Green 36 departad the area at 1015Z.

After departurs cn a directed 340° heading =t 10,000 feet, extremely heavy
fleck (3721) was encountered. The helicopters were then "1:‘30* ad to head 360°
out of the area. There was no battle damage to the Jolly Greens.

The survivor had no visible injuries and was transfered to ancther Jolly
Green at L-36 for RTB to Channel 31. Captain Lockhard #as excepticnally help-
ful in giving calm directions tc both Sandy and Jolly Green aircraft. His
knewledge of survival equipment, i.e., radio, signzl psnrel, flares and jungle
penetrator, expzdited the location and rzscovery time to a great degree,

Radio disciplin s, cooperation and ccordination of support, rescort and rescap
was COIZ'put ent and professional. Cverall supervision ¢f the rescap lission Commander
was a major factor in the success of this mission.

Low Bird - Jolly Green 36 High Bird - Jolly Green 02
RCC - Arlyn E. “/ebster, lst Lt. RCC - Robert L. Powell, Capt
RCCP - William C. Dean, 1lst Lt. RCCP - Gilbert /., Hester, Capt
HM - Robert S, Riley, SSgt HM - Donald F. Malone - AZC

PJ - Duane D. Hadkney, AC J - Fecrge Z. Hunt, SS5gt
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[ CONFIDENTIAL ]

3d ARRGp Hist, Oct-Dec 66
(U) MISSIONS.
\-(1) 'C(!Ihltv-

Det 2-3-114-2 Oct.

(c) {GP=k) . P-104 pilot ejected WSW of Hanoi.' ZwoJo!ly Green'helicopters
(RH-3Bs) and four A-1Fs {RESCORT), call sign’Sandy, wure launched; twenty
niles from pickup area’ Jolly Green 35 monitored conversation betwsen downed
pilot and RESCAP (P-104s). Five miles from the area Jolly Green 36 (low
bird) made radio contact with the survivor who.feleasod an orange smoke flare,
The low HR-3K dropped its tip tanks, made An approdch, dowered the hoist,
brought up the pilot and departed‘thé area On Feaching altitude (10,000 Tt)
extremely heavy flu*.{:s ecoynt ered, “however, *ho battle dmage wad sustained.,
Survivar was returned to home ‘station in good €cndition!

R o

(c) (GP-4) Two pilots ejected from P-AC near Na San (NVN). Two Hi-3Es and
four A-1Bs were scrambled to the scene., Sandy 31 (A-1E) contacted the two
downed pilots who reported that one had a sprained anicle and the other a
broken lez. The low element (Jolly Green 36) was turmed over to Sandy 41 amd
L2 after Sandy 31 and 32 had exrended their ordnance and declared binge fuel.
Sandy 41 escorted Jolly Green 36 across a ridge line in the vicinity of the
sighted parachute, ' Jolly Green 2 remained high, directly over the survivors.
After Jolly Green 36 was established in a hover over ‘he pilct, grourd fire
opened up. The helicorter received several hits and osulled off to a safer
area. The domed pilot reported that he was hit and losing consciocusness.
Tre Sandys made mcre etrafing pasaesjy Brying to suppress the grourd fire.
Jolly Green 36 was called down for a second try. This time, the co-pilet,
who was less than 1CC yards directly below the rilot, vectored Jolly Creen
36 into close proximity. . Ground fire caused them to pull off after receiving
several more hits. After still more fire suppression from the Sandys, Jolly
Grzen 30 nade a third pass. More hits were taken after establishing a hcver
clos= to the co-pilot. PRattle damage was. unknown but the Paramedic reparted
a slight shrapnel wound and that the holst was Jarmed., It was suspected
that hits ha? been taken in the hoist, The Paramedic of Jolly Green 36
returned fire throughcut their 3 attempts, expending 5 clips of M-16 amxm-
nition. Jolly Green 36 pulled out of the area at 0255Z ard received per-
missicn to return to base. Cn the seccnd and third passes, the Flight
Mechanic observed the rilo® lying prore with his head slightly dowmslope.
Jclly CGreen 02 requestel that th2y be allowed to acconpany Jolly Grean 36
back as the extent cf battle damage could not be ascertained and Jolly Green
56 and 53 were enraite to the area as backup. After proceeding about 12
miles South, "Comrres3" advised Jolly Green 02 to return to the scene, attempt
the picikup, and revort bingo fuel. : : . z

9 # Rescue Crew Commarder (RCC) Narrative
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it approximately 0055Z, Jolly Green 36 and 02 wsare scrambled from L—36 {;

for a riscue effort on Tempast 3, reported down at 219/29' N, 104°/23' 5
Jolly Grsen 26, (Low Bird) and Jolly Green 02, (High Bird), were airbcrne
at 0100Z. Tleather was estimated 800 Pt broken, 300 Ft overcast, visability
5 miles., Altitude enroute was approximately 10,000 Ft I“3L. Sandy 31 and 32
proceeded into the Area., Jolly Green 36 and 02 were accompanied by Sandy 41
and 42. TT, route flown was I-36 to Channel 97 TACanj North te 21°/03' N,
1039/45"' %; Zast to 21°/05' N, tho/lﬁ' 3, then dirsct into ths arsa, the

J
coordinates of which had been revisad to 21°/23' N, 1049/13' =. Westher
erronu. w:: 3000 Ft scatt*rJd :uluj 31 centactad Tapest 3 for any : additional
inforuetivu, particularly thair physical condition. Elfs Silot roperlid & sSprasiet
ankle ang the co—pilot hdlc k, had & broken lugy & o2, ludedwlodi G. L@ Snklo

and & spraised back. They «lso reported voices in tie Ito 3. te oo but lad
hesard no ground ITire,

The low element was then turned over to Sandy L1 and 42 after Sandy 31
and 52 had expended their cordinance and declarsd birgo fuel. Sandy 41 escortad
Jolly Graan 36 across a ridge line in the vicinity ¢f the sighted parachute.
pickup attempt was made on the pilot, Jolly Green C2 remained high, directly
over the survivors.

After Jolly Gresn 36 was ¢stablished in & hovsr apbout 25 yards downslope

of the pilot, ground fire opened up from below and to their right, ariving
them off. They received several hits and pullsd off to a safer area. The
pllot of Terpest 3 reported that he was hit and lesing conscicusness. The

Sandys made nore strafing passes, trying to suppresc the ground fire. Jolly
Grﬂen 36 vas called down for a second try, This tire, the co-pilot, who was
less than 100 yurds directly below the pilot, vectored Jolly Green 36 into
close prox;mlty Ground firs caused them to pull off after receiving several
more hits, After still more fire suppression from the Sandys, Jolly Green 36
made a third pass, More hits wers taken after estallishing & hover close to
the co-pilot, Battlzs damags was unknown but the Faramesdic raported @ slight
shrapnel wound and that the hoist was jammed., It wis suspected that hits had
been taken in the hoist. The Paramsdic cof Jolly Green 36 returned fire through-
out their 3 attempts, expending 6 clips of }-16 ammunition. Jolly Green 36
pulled out of the area at 0255Z and received permistion to return to L-36, Cn
the second and third passes, the Flight Mechanic observed the pilot lying prone
with his head slightly downslope. Jolly Green 02 requested that they be allowed
to accompany Jolly Green 36 back as the extent of battle damage could not be
ascertained and Jolly Green 56 and 53 wers enroute to the arsa as backwp. After
proceeding about 12 miles South, "Compress" advised Jolly CGrzen 02 te return to
the scene, attempt the pickup, and report bingo fuel.. Fuel state at this time,
0305Z, was 1900 pounds. Sandys 1, 2, 3, and 4 were in the arsa at this time to
relieve Sandy 41 and 42 who had also expendsd all ordinance and reached bingo
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fuel, . Upen r=turn1ng to the leecaticn, Sandy 3 tpok Jelly Crsen 02 down
into the arss, Jolly en J2 had positiv: sighting of the parachute.
Intry was made up in & am‘ll valley on an spproximste hsading of 0O709.
Jolly Crzen 02 tLun turned to parallel the slcpe te 0200 and was estab-
1ished in a hover over the co-pilot when grourd fire opened up &guin.
Jolly Green O2 pullad off o a safer wrea after taking two hits in the
right side of the aircraft in the vicinity of thoe cargo door.

The Smd:;s again sttenpted to sterilize the ridgs line where the
firing suspected to be fram. Jolly Green 02 was called down &zg&in
using th me entry. Again no ground fire was receivad until the airerait
was 2stablished in 2 hover, close to tha co—g;lot Jolly Gresa J2 took
ohs hit which complately penelrated tha armor J_ 520 Dl.._f ceC oilf dnternally,
Dret he floor, znd riotured the forward o=l cell.  CheEeramsdinc

anc Flight leenmie toth ceived slight euts from shraecnsl. [ug esmr
ol Gnode filled e aircreft and they rstredted to a safe sxou. 1T was
thought later to be ths odor of cordite., The Sandys wers requestasd to zo
in and hit them again. Jolly Green 02 _was within 20 minutes of bingo
fuel, The crew elscted tc try cnecs rmors as the weathsr in the area was
deteriorating. This attempt was successful with no known hits, although
the Paramedic heard ground fire. ‘kt. the time of the rescue, the upper

ridges were in the clouds and visibility had dropped to 2 miles in haze
and sruca{v, At no time SL._:'__"IC‘, tn:L attempts was the pilot sighted., dJolly
Green 02 had reached bingo fuel and was advised to rescover at L-36 whers

arrangsments had been made to air-svacuate the co-pilot in a C-123.

TIME: 03452

DOWVNED PIICT: 1st ILt. Edward Garland, Ubon RTAFB, Thailand
RICCVERY AREA: 210/23' N, 104°/13' 3.

RADIU “RCCTDURSS: Exeell ort

CRET CCURDINATICYN: Ixcellant

Jolly Green 36 (Iow Bird) Jolly Green 02 (High Bird)
RCC - Captain Cliver 5. C'Mara 4CC - Captain Leland T. Kennady
RCCP - Captain John 7. Perry RCCP - 1lst Lt. Donald R. Harris
HM - TSgt Howurd E. Massengale Hif - 5S5gt Douald J. Hall
PJ - S5zt Aaron D. Farrior PJ-- Acﬂ Robert B, Williamson
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OLIVER Z. O'MARA, Captain, USAF ,
RCC "
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CONFIDENTIAL

3d ARRGCp Hist, Oct-Dec 66
(U) MISSIONS.
(1) -Combat.

Det 2-3-114-2 Oct.

(c) {GP=4) P-104 pIrot ejected WSW 'ef Hanoi.' 2w Jo!1y Green'helicopters’
(RH-3Bs) and four A-1Fs (RESCORT), call sign s.mdy, ‘wore hnnched;- twenty
miles from pickup area’ Jolly Green 36 monitored conversation betwsen downed
pilot and RESCAP (P-I04s). Pive miles from the area Jolly Green 36 °'(low
.bird) made radio contact with’ "the strvivor who releawd an orange mmoke flare.

The low HH-3E dropped its tip tanks, made An approach. owered the hofst,
brought up the pilot and depqt.d*thrm‘* ‘reach ng altitude” (10,000 Tt)
extremely heavy flack yas encouyntered, ho\fever 5 ba tl. 'ﬂnqe wad sustained.,

Survivar was returned't huo "station in

Det2o,55-5 oct'@g_i- -na'ri-'fmn)

(c) (cP=4) T pil.ots ejected from P-iC near Na San (NVN). Two HA-3Es and
four A-1Es were scrambled to the scene. Sandy 31 (A-LE) ‘contatted the two
downed pilots who reported that one had a sprained anicle and the other a
broken lsz. The low element (Jolly Green 36) was tured over to Sandy 41 and
L2 after Sandy 31 and 32 had exrended their ordnance and declared bingo fuel.
Sandy 41 escorted Jolly Green 36 across a ridge line in the vicinity of the
sighted parachute, - Jolly Green 2 remained high, directly over the survivors.
After Jolly Green 36 was established in a hover over -he pilat, ground fire
opened up. The helicorter received several hits and sulled off to a safer
area. The downed pilot reported that he was hit and losing consciousness.
Tre Sandys mde mcre strafing pasaes, trylng to suppress the grourd fire.
Jolly Green 36 was called dowr for a second try. This time, the co-pilot, ,
who was less than 1CC yards directly below the rilot, vectored Jolly Creen
36 into close proximity. . Ground fire caused them to pull off after receiving
several mere hita. A"ter still more fire suppression from the Sandys, Jolly
Grzen 36 nade a trird pass. More hits were taken after establishing a hover
close to the co-pilot. Rattle damage was. unknown but the Paramedic reported
a slight shrapnel wound and that the holst was Jarmed. Tt was suspected
that hits M@ been taken in the holst. The Paramedic of Jolly Greem 36
returned fire throughout their 3 attempts, expending 6 clips of M-16 amxm-
nition. Jolly Green 36 pulled out of the area at 0255Z ard received per-
missicn to return to base. OCn the seccnd and third passes, the Flight
Mechanic observed the rilot lying prone with his head slightly downslops.
Jclly Creen 02 requestel that th2y be allowed to accompany Jolly Grean 36
back as the extent cf battle damage could not be ascertained and Jolly Creen
56 ard 53 were enraite to the area as backup. After proceeding about 12
miles South, "Comrres3" advised Jolly Green 02 to return to the scene, attempt
the pickup, ard recort bingo fuel.

- # Rescue Crew Commarnder (RCC) Narrltin
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3¢ ARRCp Hist, Oct-Dec 66

Fuel state at this time, 0305Z, was 1900 pounds. . Sandys 1,2,3, and 4 were in
the area at this time to relieve Sandy 41 and 42 who hac al e expended all
ordnance ard reached hingo fuel . Upon returning to the location, Sandy 3 took-
Jolly Creen 02 down into the aru, Jolly Green 02 had pcs:ltd.ve sighting of the
parsd-xut.e. Entry was made up in'a small valley on an appmxlute heading of
070",  _Jolly Green 02 then turned to parallel the alope to 030 and was estab-
‘1dshed 1n a hover over the co-pilot’ ‘hen” gmnm fire opt zpd up again. Jolly
‘Green 02 pulled off to a safer area after taking ‘two hits in the right side of
the aircraft in the vicinity of the cargo door.:: The ‘Sandys again attempted to
isterilize the ridge line where the fir!.ng was aupected to be from. Jolly Green.
02 was called down again using’ the same’ ent,q. -.,Aga.{:g o ,grourr.l fire was received
until the aircraft was establishing in a hover, ‘close tc the co-pilot. Jolly
Creen @@ took one hit which cémpletely penetrated”tho ‘axmor plating, glanced off
internally, penetrsted the floor, and ruptured the - formmd fuel cell. " The Para-
medic and Flight Mechanic both recelved slight cut.a "fron shrapnel. - The odor of
smoke filled the alrcraft and ‘they retreated to a safe urea. - It was thought
later to be the odor of cordite, The Sandys were requested to go in and hit .
them again. Jolly Green 02 was within 20 minutes of bing fuel. The crew
elected to try once more as the weather in the area was deteriorating. This
attempnt was successful with no known hits, although the Paramedic heard

greuxd fire. At the time of the raescue, tre upper ridges were in the clouds

and visibility had drorzed to 2 miles in haze and ancke. At no time.during
their atiempts was the pilot sighted. Jolly Green 02 had reached bingo fuel

ad was advised ta-recover to base where arrangements had been made to air
evacuate the recovered zo-pilot in a C-123.

Det 9-38-30-7 Oct (RCC Narrative)

2) (Gr-4) Detackmeat 2 was netified at 1910 hours lacal by the Ath Mady
sti. Inf Tiv, that orme Army scldier had a badly cut hand ani regquiredimedical
evacuation as soon as tussitle. ./e were advised that the Army aedica Evac-
vation Unit had been nctified but could not acccmplish <he ewacuation since
2o landirg 2cne was available. JS'RT was notified that we@ wuld launch our
two helicopters as socn as fuelirg was accomplished amd our secondary crew
arrived. Re-fueling and launch reaction time was greatly hem"ered due to
<f.2 non-availa%lity of fuel truck (outwof ecmmission for repairs). This
meant we had to fuel cne bird from owr tladder/pump system and fly it out
of the way so the other one gouid te towed close enough to get fuel. Both
craws werz prepar24 to lasnel a:t 1920 hours but we ended ur waiting an
extra 15 minutes beesfi§® oI fueling. We launched at 1935 hours. An AC-47
Was crovided fopgREECT T wiich rroved to be a very essential aid in the
suzcessful ageemplishment of this missicn. No particular difficulties were
ancurt ered enrcute. Nqar IFR conditions wer2 encountered because it was

_ otaddy Bl ack except for an occasional lizht on.the grourd. No horizon was
yisible. The AC-47 crew advisci us cf our position and gave estimates to
*he give. we were notified enrcute that two pecnle wer: to be evacuated,

| CONFIDEINTIAL

(¢}




b l— g Y s
dehapfighy o

N

/. ADDITIONAL IDENVIFICATION DATA

. LAST NWAME—FIRST NAME—MIDDLE NITIAL

HMllimson, Rebert B,

4P 1488 k978

T
4

B)

Of GlLADE

1965

| 3 GRACT DATE
| ax

. ORGANIZATION, COMMAND ~nND LOCATION

stachment 5, 38th Asrospace Rascue

ad Recovery Squadron, (MAC) APO
5237

=l

6 RESERVE WaARRAN' OR COMMISS ON ANC

]| 7. REASON FOR REPORT

e | | Changs of rprig offl
5. PERIOD OF SUPERVISION [ » »enion of rerorr
1LL | rROM [rmu.
iy |19 2166 | 17 Dec 66

;-——IT

vl. DUTIES

UMD POSTION OCCUMED

DAFSC

AFSC
A9 308

B3

CAFSC

AS21308

| NO. OF PERSONNEL
| SUPERVISED

AJTHORILED GRADE AUTHORIZED AFSC

SS¢gt 4921 308

rent Buty: Parersacue Specialist an EH<3E Belicopters. Assists in the location and recovs sy
[ douned pilots from bostils arsas in SBcuthesst Asia, RAenders immediazte medical xid to domned

[lots and disaster victims. Maintains his and detactment perscral equirment in a state of

perutional readinsss., Additional Deties: Maintains parachutes and wespons for the detachment.

!
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ACTS MU SPECIVIC ACHIZVDOTS:

0 a remole frea

COMMENTS OF REPORTING OFFICIAL
During this reporting period Alrman Wi

psouu.unun. This is & devoted aliramn wbo cocstantly puts his daty and -

(B foctvel ond specii: Add sny

eammaniy which increa.e i2e sbiecticity of Whae roling |

was As

be mission befeds personal desires. Ne bar bewn nominated for the Air Ferce Commeadatioc

or his =m
ogged 105 scmbat bours,

T™ese missions were

§

york as g member of this wmit. Ne participat.ed in 70 ccabat missione and
over hostils territory from farward operst-

ng sites located in jungle and mowntainous terrain. Om § Octobar 1966, Alrmen Willimmson dige

lxyed great valor during a very hasardows reecus wmissiom,

On this occasion, the pilot was

ounded by hostils farcea. Dus %0 the intense enexy ground fire, the balicopter hed beec dri

say o five previoos recovery attempts.
ptusly suprressed the enemy fire enough to effect a swccessaful pilot recovery,
altar the recaovery nsed mtstanding judgment in the disgnoeen and treatoent of injfuries, Ne
boet ovardad the Purple Eseart and bhas boen nowinated for the 8ilver Star for these actions,
Tiee Chiaf of Staff, Jeneral Bruvue K, Eollowxy, recently prensoted Airman Willissson with a‘

1lver Btar for berasvery as the result of a previous méissiom,

Alrpen Wi

STHEITESr Alraan Wllimmer

Even though Alrman Williamsoo waz wounded, be scures

is

l -

Y1il. REPORTING OFFICIAL DUTY TITLE s.jhuun ¢ v X {
Ti L [ | & = |

G <o v o W m?w ™ Assistant BCOIC Pararsscue DATE

Dot 5, BARKRSQ tion 18 December 1956

IX. REVIEW BY INDORSING OFFICIAL: T soncur with the Reporting Official, Afrman Willismson u_i
witbhnsisgtic, conscientions and professiocal airmen who has showa cutstanding airmanship snd wn-

[tmited comruge in the performance of his duties,

He has contrituted greatly to this uuit's

| NAME, GRADE, AND CRGANITIATION

o ~

DUTY TITIE

| FS0IC Pararescus Section

I
S Isno RE

Q. '

°2" 19 Desember 1966

e

X. REVIEW BY OFFICER IN CHARGE: K-
¥illimsom

Ce &

X | CONCUR WITH REPORTING OFFICIAL.
profsssl

| po wor concun. Alrman ]
addition te the $1lver Star and Purple Esart, be has been nomdnated for the Air Medal with
Ok Lewnf Clusters. This young Airman wvas alse thse recipiest of highly congratalatory som-',

| CONCUR WITH INDORSING OFFICIAL.

onal , ﬁm pararescus

tions from senier of ficers for his profeszionalism during pilot recoveriss over hostils

Alr Force.

Mrag Filligmson has further inproved the Alr Force image throngh bhis waeelfish
of time and mconsy te & local orphbanage, Be is a credit to this argmization md

MAME, GRADE, AND ORGANIIATION

L""-‘__ - - ——— . Wa § mee

DUTY TITLE
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BLEAS CONVEY HY DEEP APPRECIATION TO SAR AIRCREWS FOR m:L e
EXCEPTIONAL COURAGE DISPLAYED THIS MORNING, THEIR SUCCESSFUL ~

RECQUERY OF DOWNED PILOT WHILE SUBJECTED TO ENEMY FIRE WAS AND Fia
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CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF
THE SILVER STAR
10

AARON D, FARRIOR

Staff Sergeant Aaron D. Farrior distinguished himself by
zallantry in connection with military operations against an
cwposing armed force on 5 October 1966. On that date, as a
Parcrecscue Specialist on a HI-3E Rescu. Helicopter, Sergeant
Terrior procecded deep into i stile territory and wi.c successful
in recovering one or Two fmel.:an pilots who had bail.:d out of
neir cdisabled airer:.Ct. Disrzzarding his own safety, Sergeant
Zarrior voluntar_l;- .7 iw throuvch heavy automatic weapons and
grall arms fire _.. orucr to reach the injured survivor before
©whe nostile forcos could capture him. 3y his gallantry and
cevotion to duty, Sergeant Farrior has reflected great credit

upon himself and the United States Air Force.




CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF

THE SILVER STAR
(FIRST OAK LEAF CLUSTER)

0

ROBERT B. WILLIAMSON

Airman Second Class Robert B. Williamson distinguished himself
by gallantry in comnection with military operations against an
opposing armed force on 5 October 1966. On that date, as a Para-
rescue Specialist on an HH-3E Rescue Helicopter, Airman Williamson
proceeded deep into hostile territory and was successful in recover-
ing one of two American pilots who had bailed out of their disabled
aircraft. Disregarding his own safety, Airman Williamson voluntarily
flew through heavy automatic weapons and small arms fire in order to
reach the injured survivor before the hostile forces could capture
him. By his gallantry and devotion to duty, Airman Williamson has
reflected great credit upon himself and the United States Air Forcs.



Valor

By John L. Frisbee, Contributing Editor

A Tale of Two Crosses

Leland Kennedy salvaged two
combat rescue attempts that
seemed doomed to failure.

0 oNE who was in southeast Asia

during the long course of the
war will be surprised that, in relation
to their number, Air Rescue and
Recovery Service (ARRS) crewmen
earned more combat decorations
than any other group. One of their
number, then-Capt. Leland Kennedy,
was the first airman to be awarded
the Air Force Cross twice. His two
awards of the nation's second highest
decoration for valor were for extraor-
dinary heroism in combat missions
only fifteen days apart.

Captain Kennedy had been at
Udorn RTAFB, Thailand, with Detach-
ment 5 of the 38th ARRS Squadron
only a short time when, on October 5,
1966, he lifted his HH-3E Jolly Green
Giant helicopter off the ground to
search for an F-4C crew downed
along the Black River west of Hanoi. It
was a deep penetration—some 300
miles into enemy territory. He was fly-
ing backup to Capt. Oliver O'Mara,
pilot of the low rescue bird.

The F-4 crew was located in a box
canyon. Two A-1H “Sandys"” made a
low pass over the area, drawing no
fire. Captain O'Mara dropped into the
canyon and lowered his hoist. His
helicopter was immediately hit by fire
from a ridge 200 yards above the F-4
pilot. Captain O'Mara had to pull out,
but he made two more attempts in the
badly damaged HH-3E before his
hoist was knocked out and he had to
head for Udorn. (Captain O'Mara was
awarded the Air Force Cross for his
part in the mission.)

The usual practice was for the sec-
ondary helicopter to escort the lead
ship home if it was heavily damaged,
but Captain Kennedy was asked to re-
turn and attempt a pickup. It was his
eighth mission and his firstactual res-
cue attempt. On the first pass, his
Jolly Green was hit and one of the
crew wounded. In spite of the odds
against them, Kennedy's three crew-
men joined him in wanting to try
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again. Four times the HH-3E was driv-
en off by enemy fire, taking more hits
on each pass. On the fifth try, with
Captain Kennedy holding the aircraft
in a hover just off the canyon floor, the
crew dropped their hoist to the pilot
and reeled him in. Kennedy climbed
out of the canyon and flew his tattered
chopper back to Udorn. His determi-
nation, skill, and sustained heroism
were to make him a member of an elite
group—only twenty-five at that time
—to earn the Air Force Cross.

The mission for which Captain Ken-
nedy was awarded an oak leaf cluster
to the Air Force Cross came fifteen
days later, on October 20. Again he
was flying the secondary helicopter in
an attempt to rescue an F-4 crew, both
of whom had parachuted into trees.
The lead helicopter, flown by Ma,.
A. D. Youngblood, dropped its hoist

to the pilot, who had strapped himself
to a tree. While the downed pilot
was hanging half in the hoist, Major
Youngblood's Jolly Green was hit so
hard he had to make an emergency
landing.

Captain Kennedy, descending and
dumping fuel to compensate for the
added weight of Major Youngblood's
crew and the F-4 pilot, directed
Youngblood to a field nearly a mile
away. Kennedy had to continue
dumping fuel while on the ground—
engines running and rotor turning—
knowing that vaporizing fuel might
blow up the aircraft at any moment.
Luck was with them. Major Young-
blood's crew and the rescued pilot
climbed aboard, one of them
wounded by small arms fire, and Ken-
nedy lifted off with nine men in the
helicopter.

At that point, an O-1E pilot spotted
the second F-4 crewman, still in a tree.
As Kennedy hovered to pick him up,
enemy soldiers came from the tree
line, firing at the HH-3. The F-4 crew-
man was wounded as he came up the
hoist, and Kennedy started for
Nakhon Phanom. Then one of the
Sandys that had participated in the
rescue reported that it was losing
power. Kennedy escorted the dam-
aged Sandy all the way to a safe land-
ing. It was a great day for an elated
Jolly Green crew who saved six fellow
Americans from death or the horrors
of Hanoi's prisons.

Leland Kennedy, now a retired
colonel, flew ninety-nine missions in
southeast Asia for a total of 354 com-
bat hours. Colonel Kennedy spent
much of his subsequent career in
Alaska before retiring from an assign-
ment as director of Operations Plans
at Tactical Air Command headquar-
ters. Like so many other ARRS crew-
men, the satisfaction of saving others
whose lives were in peril made his
combat tour in southeast Asia the
high point of an Air Force career.
Leland Kennedy was a major player in
southeast Asia rescue operations,
called by former Secretary of the Air
Force Harold Brown “one of the most
outstanding human dramas in the
history of the Air Force." ¥
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duty being performed by Alr.
man 2/class Robert J Wil-

b n-, assigned to recovering
ovn.d pilots tn enemy terri-

When Alr Force Ist Lt. Ed-

Moments before, the F-4C
pilot had been flying an escort
mission over the mountains of
Hanol. Suddenly he and his rear
seat pllot heard a loud thump,

_|felt their Phantom buck and saw

a bank of fire warning lights
The
two-man crew ejected.

Garland felt a sharppainin
his back as he was blown out of
his seat. When he hit the ground
he saw that one of his boots were
covered with blood,

“There was quite a bid of

filled wp & couple of haniker.

chute to rig compresses for his
wound, FHis back injury made
every move painful,

The crippled jet fighter
crnhd against a nearby moun-
tain, Unexpended ammuaition
and rockets exploded from the
heat of the fire, Between deton-
ations Garland could hear the
shouts of enemy soldiers sear.
ching for him. The young pilot
drew his pistol and walted,

Minutes later, two Alr orce
F-105 Thunderchiefs jolned the
search for the downed flyers.
The jets in turn, were jolned by
two, slower, prop-driven A-1E
Skyraiders, Garland's chinces
for survival immediatel {m-.
proved,

Captain Robert A, Marronm,
35, of Lincoln, Nebraska,
one of the Skyraider pflot:, re-

“‘The downed pilot vas on
the side of 2 mountain, We had
to go In firing up hill amx| then
break off as we penetrated the
low hanging overcast, We could

Lantana Paramedic In
iDramatic Pilot-Rescue

fled overhead, A Skyraider es-
corted the first chopper to thm
pilot’s position but as sonas it

was raked by groundfire and
forced to abart the pick up at-
tempt.

Marron and his wingman,
Major Bruce Purdy, 35, of
Hamflton, N.Y., then. inade sev-
eral strafing runs on the ridge
line where the enemy fire came
from. When their ammunition
was exhausted they contimued
making dry runs to keep the
enemy s heads down.

-'We hade about 80 passes,
both firing and dry runs, trying
to keep the downed pilot iso-
lated. The enemy soldlers
never ventured into the apen so
I guess It worked,’" the Captain
said. )

First Lieutenant Donald R.
Harris, 25, of Boise, Idaho,
was flying the hellcopter which
was orbiting high, out of the
reach of ground fire, :‘We
were the high bird and /Jolly
Green' was low. They made
three pick up attempts and took
several hits on each pass be-
lore’ they were forced to bresk

see where the North Vietns mese | off.

were approaching and we fired
out everything we had."

blood,” he later reported. «‘It|Glant rescue helicopters whir.

At this point the first of two
Alr Force HH-3 Jolly (Green
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Harris chopper then made two
attempts at reaching Garland
but were driven off each time by
ground fire, One burst sprayed
shrapnel over paramedic A, 2C
Robert B. Willlamson of Lan.
tana, but he recelved only su-
perficial seratches,

The Skyraiderswere calledin
for more strafing passes and
Harris made a third attempt.
As the big craft came toa
hover, 8, Sgt. Donald Hall, 29,
of Stroud, Okla,, lmndjhl
Jjungle ponetrmr to Garland,
The wounded pilot mounted the
device and was quickly winched
into the chopper’s cabin., -

Harris said, “We left the

|, miss-‘pick wp point with minimum
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fuel and found we had taken a
hit through our forward Nel
cell,

Three hours later Glrland-
being treated at the dispensary
at his bome base commented on
the rescue force. ‘‘Their ef.
fort was beautiful. The Sky-
raiders kept those enemy troops
down and the Jollies’ kept pres-
sing In despite the intense
ground fire,"’
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It was Garland's 65th mu.
slon,
Repeated attempts to locah

'the rear seat pilot of the dow-
Ilml Phantom proved futfle, He
u reported mlum in actfon.
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MASSIVE RESCUE EFFORT SAVES PILOT

TIRFD BUT HAPPY — Ist Lt. Wood-
row Bergeron Jr. steps down from an
HH-3 Jollv Green helicopter, appearing

tired and haggard from his S1-hour
ordeal after he was forced to eject from
his disabled F-4 Phantom.

Locy b sAR

By 1st Li. Dennis P. Beck

CAM RANH BAY AB, Republic of
Vietnam (7AF)—Confidence and a radio
on one end and a determined rescue
team on the other enabled Air Force Ist
Lt, Woodrow Bergeron Jr. to survive
after being surrounded by the enemy.

He parachuted into the ordeal after
his F-4 Phantom fighter became disabled,

He left the area 51 hours later in an HH-3
Jolly Green Giant rescue helicopter.

The massive rescue effort involved
HH-53s from the 40th Aerospace Rescue
and Recovery Squadron (ARRSq), Udom
RTAFB, Thailand; HH-3s from Det | of
the 40th ARRSy, Nakhon Phanom
RTAFB, Thailand, and the 37th ARRSq,
DaNang AB. Republic of Vietnam: and
HC-130P Hercules tankers from the 39th
ARRSq, Tuy Hoa AB, Republic of Viet-
nam,

' PICKUP ENDS 31-HOUR ORDEAL
\ FOR YOUNG FIGHTER

PILOT

“1 just sat there praying a lot,” Lieut-
enant Bergeron stated, “‘and ] was just
confident they were going to get me
out.

“l kncw they would. After what I'd
seen them do everv dav, ] knew they
were going to get me out.” he asserted.

Helicopters under the cover of A-l
Skyraider pilots and with fire support
from F-4s tried 16 times to pull the
lieutenant out.

Following is the experience as related
by Lieutenant Bergeron of the 12th Tac-
tical Fighter Wing.

The Licutenant’s F-4 rolled inonits
target, then started to climb. At 5,000
fect the aircraft began to lose altitude
and the aircraft plunged into a stecp
dive.

When he ejected at 1.000 feet, the
wind blast jarred his helmet causing a
gash over the bridge of his nose and two
bluck eyes.

Coming down. he could see enemy
automatic weapons fire directed at him.

Spotting & clearing near a river bank,
he guided himself to it. Ground fire
continued as he hit the ground, shed his

parachute canopy, and sped for cover in
a clump of bamboo.

"1 could hear the enemy fire ricochet-
ing over my head.” he remembered.

Continued On Page 3




MAJOR RESCUE EFFORT IN SEA SAVES F-4 PILOT

Continued From Page 1

He found a clearing. hid under drift-
wood and leaves. and grabbed his survival
radio. ' called up. told them who [ was.
where | was, and come get me."

Using his radio. Licutenant Bergeron
directed the Skyraiders to their tarpets.
The A-1s dropped ordnunce throughout
the afternoon trying to provide cover for
the incoming helicopters. But the heli-
coplers continued to take too many hits.

He was advised to *‘dig in™ for the
night.

THE NEXT DAY

“The next day went pretty much the
same,” he stated, “but the enemy posit-
ions were hidden in caves and bunkers,
and it took quite a bit to silence them.”

One try by a Jolly Green seemed to be
THE rescue. Lieutenant Bergeron raced
out to a bluff, and thought the helicopter
co-pilot had spotted him.

But since the enbankment was so
steep, he figured the HH-3 crewman lost
sight of him as he started up the incline.

The helicopter was about six feet
away as Lieutenant Bergeron clawed at
L’“‘ slope.  But the ground fire got so

“avy the helicopter had to pull away.

"l could see the skin coming off the
helicopters,” he pointed out. He said if
they were willing to hover and take *un-
believable™ ground fire, then he was
willing to stick it out.

More rescue attempts were made that
day. buf no ane could get as close as be-
fore.

When durkness came. he decided to
find another place to hide. A1 the
nearby river he found a mangrove-like
tree with roots exposed along the bank.

OLD HINDEOUT FOUND

Shortly after he found his new hide-
out, three encmy soldicrs camce over the
edge of the river and shot into the arca
he had just left with automatic weapons.

After searching the area, the enemy
left. The closest any of them got 1o him
was 15 feet.

Lieutenant Bergeron then decided to
try to swim across the nearby river, but
he became exhausted when he was one-
third of the way across. As he swam
back, he spotted a bush similar to a rose
bush without thorns.

Covering himself with the bush, he lay
along the river bank.

In the darkness of early moming,
Licutenant Bergeron heard an F-4 streak

across the area several times.

© "He had the A-ls and the rescue air-
craft there at dawn.” Lisutenant Ber-
geron saud.

Knowing where Licutcnant Bergeron
was locuted. the SKyraider pilots knew
they could hit anyvthing but the bush.

*I was calling for it all around me.™ he
remarked. “One time they came within
a foot of me on u strafing pass,™

JOLLY GREEN RETURNS

After the enemy was attacked for six
hours, the Jolly Green crew returned.
Licutenant Bergeron went out into the
river and on the second try of the day
was picced up.

/ “1 will never forget how it feels to
ha

ve that lowering device (forest penetra-
tor) they use wrapped around me,” he
exclaimed. “l knew | was part of that
helicopter.”

Citing, the efforts of the rescue team.
he said, “They were there when | needed
them,"”

Lieutcnant Bergeron never lost faith in
the men who were determined to rescue
him.

“Theyll get you out of there. Really.
Just hav: a radio.”
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“One thing I remember very
well — one lousy little banana
tree. 1 saw it every time I
went in."”

Major Leland T. Kennedy,
33, ramrod straight, articulate,
composed, allowed a thin
smile to curl up and away
from his lips. The irony of
the banana tree was obvious.
Behind it was the Air Force
Cross.

Before
images,
eyes as

him now were
and he averted his
he described them:

Maj. Leland T. Kennedy

An F-4C pilot on the ground
along the Black River which
runs through North Vietnam,
the dull thump of small arms
fire pounding into his HH-3E
rescue helicopter, the Sandies
(A-1E Skyraiders) roaring
along the canyon ridge above
him strafing enemy positions,
the pungent smell of cordite
all around him, the strange
feeling that he was hovering
in a 45-degree angle — and a
piece of chewing gum.

“Funny, isn't it,” he smiled,
“right in the middle of the
whole thing 1 wanted a piece
of gum. My mouth felt like
cotton. I asked my copilot if

SocT (¢

The oak leaf cluster was
awarded for his valor on an-
other mission, 15 days after
the Oct. 5, 1966 effort in which
he and O'Mara, a silver-haired
45-year-old veteran of World
War II and Korea, were cited
for “extraordinary heroism,
superb airmanship and ag-
gressiveness in the face of the
opposing force.”

The formality of the cita-
tion, colorless and concise,
couldn't hide the torrent ol
emotion, determination and
courage of the two pilots and
their crews of the HH-3E
Jolly Green Giant rescue heli-
copters.

“Ollie was flying low bird
on the mission,” Kennedy
said, “and I was above and
some distance behind him as
we approached the area in
which the two-man crew
of the F-4C Phantom was
downed.

“The two Sandies went
down and made a low pass
over the area. Nothing hap-
pened — no gunfire or any-
thing — and Ollie dropped
into the box-like canyon and
lowered his hoist to pick up
the pilot.

“Then all hell broke loose.
I'll never forget Ollie's reac-
tion as I listened on the ra-
dio. He was being fired on
from the ridge line about 200
yards above the pilot on the
ground. Ollie's chopper was
taking hits and he had to pull
out of the area.”

O'Mara, of Kenosha, Wis,
a hard-jawed realist who has
been where the action was
ever since he flew fighter es-
cort for bombers over Japan
in World War II and later
piloted rescue helicopters in
Korea, called in the propeller-

driven Sandies [for another
run at the ridge.
Again he dropped along

the canyon walls, maneuvered
into a hover — and had to
back off as tracers tore into
the Jolly Green.

Green base at Udorn, Thai-
land.

“It is usual procedure for
the secondary chopper to fly
back with the lead ship if it
is heavily damaged,” Kennedy
said. “Then, in case the air-
craft goes down, the second
chopper can pick up the crew.
But as I started out with
Ollie T was called on the res-
cue network to return and
try for the pickup.”

Kennedy, a 6-foot, 150-
pounder with penetrating,
dark eyes, didn't try to hide
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his feclings. “It was may first
actual combat rescue at-

tempt,” he said, “and I was
excited. When you are flying
high above the action, listen-
ing to the radio reports, you
don’t feel part of the thing.
When I started down into the
canyon, I felt we no longer
had a rescue mission — we
were in a real fight.”

The major came in from
the south, flew over the
downed pilot, dropped his
hoist and quickly became the
bullseye in a target. “I didn’t
know where all the noise was

would come out of the thing
alive. But once you see the
man on the ground, you want
to get him. After the second
pass, I felt a sense of detach-
ment, as if I were watching
the whole thing on a movie
screen. You don't stop and
think about it any more. You
just do the things you're
trained to do.

“And right in front of me
on each of the five passes,
there was that banana tree.
Funny how something like
that comes to mind.”

Ac an'\l\nri:' mada hie third
try, he was aware of a strong
scent of cordite and thought
the chopper was on fire. But
he didn't know that his Jolly
Green was badly damaged and
streaming fuel. He was hav-
ing trouble leveling his heli-
copter.

“The canyon wall stood at
about a 45-degree angle,” he
explained, and everytime 1
looked up I felt I was in a
bank."”

On the fifth pass, Kennedy's
crew dropped the hoist “in the
lap” of the pilot, and he was
reeled aboard the helicopter
as Kennedy climbed out of the
canyon at 80 knots.

Kennedy didn't have much
time to get over a normal
case of after-mission jitters.
Fifteen days later he was fly-
ing again in the secondary
chopper when the Jolly Green
twosome was called out to
pick up another Phantom
crew downed in a heavily
defended area.

“After the second rough
mission in a couple of weeks,
nobody in the squadron
wanted to fly low bird with
me,” Kennedy laughed.

Both the Phantom crewmen
had parachuted and landed in
trees. Major A.D. Youngblood,
pilot of the primary chopper,
hovered over the pilot and
dropped his hoist, but the pi-
lot had strapped himself in
the tree to keep from falling

"Tree L The Air Force Cross.

insects coming through the
grass. Two of the men were
wounded in the legs.”

With everybody loaded
aboard, Kennedy took off
while enemy gunfire crackled
around the Jolly Green.

“We called the Sandies
about the second man who
had parachuted,” he said, and
an O-1E pilot had spotted him
in a tree and dipped a wing
to point him out. As we

hovered to pick him up, three
men came out in a clearing

Capt. Oliver E. O'Mara

and leveled guns at us and
fired away. The Phantom co-
pilot was shot in the foot as
he came up the hoist.”

With 10 men aboard, Ken-
nedy pulled up and headed
for home. As they started
back, one of the Sandies re-
ported power failure and Ken-
nedy trailed the aircraft all
the way back.

“I can’'t help but feel a
little wunworthy about the
Cross,” said O'Mara. “Con-
sidering that rescue is our
profession, any one of our
group could and would have
done the same thing in the
same situation.”




Injured Pilot Beats the Odds
,qumst Rescue in the North 74

iy SA ON—When 1st Lt Ed“and Garland parachuted into North Vietns
ritory on Octgﬁgr 5 the odds seemed stacked against his chances of stayin

ese ter-
Falive and

out of epemy hands. Moments before, the F-4C pilot had been fly ng an escort mission

over the mountains west of Hanoi. Suddenly he
and his réar-seat pilot heard a loud thump, felt
their Phantom buck, and saw a bank of fire warn-
ing lights plink on in bhoth cockpits. The two-man
crew ejectpd.

Garlang felt a sharp pain in his back as he was
blown out}{ of his seat. When he hit the ground
he saw -tHat one of his boots was covered with
blood.

“There{ was quite a bit of blood,” he later
reported. ¥It filled up a couple of handkerchiefs.
It lJooked dike something had punctured the boot.”
survival knife, Garland cul strips from
te to rig compresses for his wound.

his pistol and waited.

s later, two F-105s joined the search for
the downéd flyers. The jets in turn, were joined
by two A{lEs. Garland’s chances for survival im-
proved.
obert A. Marron, one of the Skyraider
owned pilot was on the
side of a mountain. We had to go in firing uphill
and theén| break off as we penetrated the low-

hangmg gvercast. We could see where the North
Vietn: e were approaching and we fired out
everything we had.”

At this point the first two HH-3 escue heli-
copters ‘whirled overhead, A -Skyra -escorted

the first ichopper to the pilot’s posﬂ.lon but- as
soon as &ar&d bwn, the HiE hehoopter was

raked by groundfire and forced to abort the pick-
up attempt. ,

Marron and his wingnan, Maj. Bruce Purdy,
then made several stra/ing runs on the ridge
line where the enemy fire came from. When
their ammunition was ex hausted they continued
making dry runs to keep the ememy down.

“We made about 80 passes, both ~firing aad
dry runs, trying to keep t1e downed pﬂo‘t isolated.
The enemy soldiers never ventured m the open,
so I guess it worked,” the captain sa

First Lt. Donald R. Hurris was flymg the heli-
copTer which was orbitin;; high, out of the reach
of ground fire. “We were the high bird and “Jol-
ly Green” was low. They made three pick-up at-
tempts and took several hits en each pass before
they were forced to breal: off.”

Harris' chopper then made two attempts at
reaching Garland but was driven off each time
by ground fire. One burs. sprayed shrapnel over
paramedic A2C Robert D Williamson but he re

ceived only superficial scralches.

The Skyraiders were called in for more
strafing passes, and Harris made a third attempt.
As the big craft came tc a hover, SSgt Donald
Hall' lowered the jungle penetratorg . Garland.
The! wounded pilot moun'ed the device and -was
quickly winched into the chopper’s cabin.

Harris said, “We left the pick-up with mini-
mum fuel and found we had taken a- l'ut through
our forward fuel cell.”.:

Three hours later, Ga“land being ‘treated at
the 'dispensary at his home base, commented on
the rescue force, “Their e'fort was beautiful,
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FROM: Det 7, 38th ARRS AFO 96337 11 Oct 1966
Subject: Mission Narrative Report 1l-3-71 ?’f 20
T0: 3rd ARRGp, APO 96307

As primary Rescue Crew Commender (Jolly Green 2.) 6 October 1966,

I was notified to assume cockpit alert at 0650Z. I was accompanied

by Jolly Green 13 as secondary aircraft. During preparation for
cockpit alert, notification was received via "cigar" radio for (
scramble - a B-57 (Redbird 02) down, 305°/08 NM. TACAN Channel Lb, (
2 parachutes observed. Scramble procedures were normal with an
airborne time of 0655Z.

4n enroute climb was initiated to the highest practicable altitude.
A broken cloud deck at approximately 1500 feet !NSL restricted climb
to a desired minimm altitude of 4000 feet. Scattered rain showers
and artillery firing over portions of my course precluded direct-
line navigation. I navigated to the scene of the downed aircraft
by use of the TACAN and UHF steers from transmissions of the rescap
aircraft. My arrival time was 0705Z.

Enroute to the area, I learned from WaterBoy GCI the pilot of the
downed aircraft had been picked up by an Army helicopter passing
through the area at time of bailout. Just prior to reaching the
scene UHF radio contact was made with Redbird 0. orbiting the crash.
In the area, I observed the weather to be 2500 f'eet brokemn, with
approximately 15 miles visibility in the Eastern quadrant and about
5 miles with haze in other directions. I immediately spotted the
smoke from the aircraft wreckage. At this time I saw a Redbird
aireraft in a left orbit at my altitude (2300 feet indicated). I
reported visual contact to him and he replied that at that time he
was directly over the beeper signal and downed rir-crewman. I
spotted a chute and made a rapid decent to the zrea, comming to a
100 foot hover over the chute., I immediately recognized the chute
as other than a personnel type and initiated a take-off and climb
back to altitude.

During the acceleration and climb, I began receiving a strong
beeper signal to my 10 o'clock position. Simultaneously I observed
a second Redbird aircraft in the orbit and realized that I must
have noted the wrong aircraft when he reported "as being directly
over the beeper signal". Up to this point, radio chatter rendered
communications almost impossible. I was unable to receive an un-
interrupted radio reply to questions necessary ito obtain the status
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While climbing through 1200 feet, I felt my aircraft being hit with
ground fire and heard the impacts. I immediately broke to the left
and increased airspeed. All instruments and ccntrols indicated
normal and an A-okay report was acknowledged from my Crew Chief,
AlC Bettevy, in the cargo compartment. I then had gained suffic-
ient altitude and airspeed to join the other orbiting airecraft,
with Jolly Green 18 behind and above me. A quick inventory showed
the following aircraft orbiting the area: 2 B-57's; 3 Army/Marine
helicopters; 2 Air Force FAC aircraft; 2 Jolly Green helicopters.,
Shortly two Al-E aircraft joined the orbit. Aircraft were stacked
between 1500 and 2500 feet. Aircraft congestion progressed to the
point where full attention had to be devoted tc the traffic situa-
tion to avoid a mid-air collision.

Observing the situation, I transmitted (on guard chamnel) to all
aircraft to maintain radio discipline and requested the other heli-
copter aircraft to withdraw to a wider location. I then attempted
radio contact with the downed Redbird airman while other aircraft
searched for a visual sighting.

I attempted to get a positive position on the downed airman from
the orbiting Redbird aircraft; however, they continued to identify
a position where the strong beeper signal was being received. I
flew my aircraft over the position and received a signal swing on
the compass. I immediately broke left to circle the area for a
broader view but saw nothing. Voice contact still had not been
made. Throughout the entire area, I had continuely altered air-
craft heading and altitude to the extent of the confined area
created by weather and other aircraft.

I ask the A1-E's (Hobo 37 & 38) to go down and sbserve the area of
the beeper. They descended a few hundred and made a high pass over
the area. I was homing on the signal again and when the needle
swung, I broke to the left to circle in the opposite direction from
before, Immediately as I broke left, I receivel heavy ground fire,
picking up several hits on the aircraft. The utility hydraulic
system was hit, spraying hydraulic fluid, under 3000 PSI, throughout
the aircraft. The HF radio received a direct hit and became inoper-
ative. Loss of the hydraulic system made the hyist inoperative.

I immediately radioed my status to Jolly Green 18 and requested he
become primary rescue aircraft.

At the time of receiving the second flurry of ground fire, I could
determine from where it was coming. While relaying this to the other
aircraft, Jolly Green 18 received direct hits of ground fire from
approximately the same position. .
CLASSIFICATION CANCEL! D

Or Changed to ldf.é_‘:,ciﬁ

By Auposity of (L2, o -
2 _ - ;%_wwWB
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The Redbird aireraft then informed me that was the area the downed
pilot had landed and was recovered by the Army helicopter. The

other Redbird crew member had landed approximately 100 yards to the
south. I realized we had been receiving the "beeper" on the chute

of the pilot which he had rolled up and discarced in the brush at

the edge of a clearing. Adjacent to this location and to the north-
west, was the area from where ground fire was coming. I then directed
the Hobo aircraft into the area to dispense their ordance and ammi-
tion.

After several passes by the Hobo aircraft, the "beeper" signal ceased
and no further ground fire was noted. The entire area was throughly
searched for a visual sighting of the second crewmember. Later I
learned from the other aircraft the downed crewmember had never been
seen in person or by parachute sighting. Voice contact had never
been made and no other beeper location was received. It could

only be concluded, that due to the concentraticn of hostile forces
in the area, the second crewmember had been cartured immediately
upon landing and his parachute disposed of. At 08052 I recommended
to "Crown Two" that all forces be withdrawn with the exception of
one aircraft to remain in the general area for a short time and mon-
itor for a possible beeper signal.

A subsequent discussion with the recovered pilct of Redbird 02
confirmed my calculation of his downed position and the location
where he had hidden his parachute. He also confirmed my calculated
position of the second crewmembers lending and stated he had observed
his landing in a wooded area some 100 yards or so beyond his position.

This was the first time my pararescue man and flight mechanic had
been under fire. Their reactions were calm and maintained their
assigned observation positions. Two projectiles entered the side
of the aircraft below the open cargo door; one exiting through the
cargo compartment floor approximately 10 inches from where the flight
mechenic (A1C Bettevy) was standing; the other exiting higher and
approximately 2 feet aft, severing the hydraulic line. Airman
Bettevy, being caught in a gush of hydraulic fluid, immediately
reported the damage to me by intercom and attempted to wrap the line
to retard the leakage. This being impossible, he then reported the
hoist as being completely inoperative. During these events,

Airman Bettevy displayed extreme courage in maintaining his assigned
position, analysing the damage and attempting to save the system.

Al O MA%USAF MWNﬁNADtn AT 3 Yeag =
Rescue Crew Co ARCLAserig v :;mfu /

D00 DIm 5.-4
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Pilot Awarded Silver Star

AIR RORCE TIMES 29 Hereh 196
DA NANG. Vietnam—Maj, William O. Mayfiold has been awarded
{ha Silver Star for His efforts in stlempling to rescue a downed
Amjerican pilot The major flymg hig HESC Jolly Green Giant helicop
fet! near the Demilitarized Zone — e -

for Rescue

(DMZY, was under intense ground
fird but remained on the seene to
prgvide tespue capabilities despito
Pelng it and loging vital systema.
The citation actompanving the
awrd eited Major Mayfield for his
o L pullantrs in connection with
militery [operation against an op
posing armed forde. The decota.
Hon was presented by Gen. John
P, [MeConnell, Air Force chief.

Rescue Effort

Wins Medal

DA NANG — Maj. William 0.
Mayfield of Owenshoro, Ky,
has been awarded the Silver
Star, the Nation's third highest
decoration for valor, for his
efforts in attempling Lo rescue
a downed American pilot.

The major was [lylng his
HE-3C Jolly Green Giant heli-
copler near the demilitarized
sone, The helicopler was under
intense ground fire and despite
baing hit and losing vital sys-
{eins in the aireraft, Major
Mayficld reained on the scene
to provide rescue capabilities
until the mission was terminat-
ed.

The citation accompanying the
award cited Maojor Mayfleld for
hig “..gallantry in connection

h milltary operation agoinst an
o;fpposlng armed force.”

The decoration was presented
hy Ged. John P. McCannell,
11, S. Alr Force Chief of Staff.

. 7 7 AR r'-"::’fi’l.‘ =
AMES
ff:? .-‘““4’# 1‘2. '-i‘ ?

Unsuccessful rescue attempt to rescue Redbird 02,
Havigator B-57 north of DMZ. 6 October 1966.

Jolly Green 24 A/C 65-12786 Low Bird
P, Maj. William 0, Mayfield
C.P., Maj. Jay V. Camnon
H.H, A2C. Rodney J. Bettevy
R.S, A2C. John C. Jeffers

Jolly Green 18 A/C 65-12784 High Bird
P Maj. William V. D, Hickerson
C.P. Maj, Frank L. Trochak
H,M. SSGT, Earl E. Chambers
R.S. A2C, Robert F. Gabourel

Both aircraft sustained multijle hits by ground fire.
Above picture of J,G. 18 show: 50 cal. damage on left engine.
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FROM: Det 9, 38th ARRSq (1stLt Davis/4l184) 8 October 1966
SUBJECT: Mission Narrative $-=38-30-7 Oct 66

TO: 3rd ARSGp (RGOS)
APO 96307

1. Detachment 9 was notified at 1910 hours local by the 4th led, 4th
Inf Div, that one Army soldier located at ZV109808 had a badly cut hand
and required medical evacuation as soon as possible, We were advised
that the Army llediecal Evacuation Unit had been notified but could uot
accomplish the evacuation since no landing zone was available., JEARD
was notified that we would launch our two helicopters as soon as inel-
ing was accomplished and our secondary crew arrived. Re-=fueling and
launch reaction time was greatly hampered due to the non-availability
of fuel truck (out of commission for repairs). This meant we had to
fuel one bird from our bladder/pump system and fly it out of the way
so the other one could be towed close enough to get fuel., Both crews
were prepared to launch at 1920 hours but we ended up waiting an extra
15 minutes because of fueling. TWe launched at 1935 hours.

2. II DASC provided an AC-47 for HESCCRT which proved to be a very
essential aid in the successful accomplishment ol this mission. No
particular difficulties were encountered enroute. MNear IFR conditions
were encountered because it was totally black except for an occassional
light on the ground. No horizon was visible, Tlre AC~A47 crew advised
us of our position and gave estimates to the site. ¥We were notified
enroute that two people were to be evacuated.

3. Radio contact was made with the ground party and Spooky 23 dropped
flares to aid in direction finding. The site was spotted through the

use of flashlights held by the ground party. A low recon was flown and
the site was observed to be situated on the very top of a 2500 foot ridge
with a sharp drop-off on the downwind side. The terrain was very rough
which created highly gusty and variable winds. Ve were advised that 15
knot winds out of the East prevailed on top of tke ridge. An approach was
made and a hover established., Without the air-drop flares the site would
have presented an even more hazardous approach dve to the complete dark-
ness., The top of the ridge was hardly visible without flares.

4, Sgt Brundridge lowered Airman Rosler to the ground on the forest
penetrator. The most critically injured man was sent up first. As

he neared the cabin door he grabbed the sides to help himself inside

and would not let go. Sgt Brundridge had to knock his arms back out of
the way and forcefully turn him around to get hin inside. Airman Rosler
then put the other injured soldier on the hoist with himself, and both
were hoisted into the helicopter. The most critically injured one re-
portedly had severed an artery. The second was slightly injured.

— —— L
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5. We were asked to deliver our patients to Oasis rather than bring
them back to Pleiku. This we did with navigational aid from the

Spooky crew.

6. Participating Crew Members:

PRIMARY CREW

RCC = 1STLT Michael E. Davis
RCCP - Captain Fredrik M. Bergold
HM - SSgt Bertrum E. Brundridge
RS - A2C Micheal J. Rosler

m . g /] |
MICHAEL E. DAVIS, 1STLT, USAF
Rescue Crew Commander

SECONDARY CIEW

RCC - Cap-ain Carlton P, Vermeys
RCCP - 2ndLt George H. Bonnell, III
HM - A2C Francis D. Rice

RS = 88g: Charies (MMI) Jenkins
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Fuel state at this time, 0305Z, was 1900 pounds.  Sandys 1,2,3, and 4 were in
the area at this time to relieve Sandy 41 and 42 who hac al & expended all
ordnance and reached hingo fuel . Upon returning to the location, Sandy 3 took -
Jolly Creen 02 down into the area, Jolly Green (2 had pcsit.ive sighting of the
pargehute. Entry was made up in'a small valley on an ap pmxinte heading of
070”. __Jolly Green 02 then turned to parallel the slope to CBO and was estab-
‘1ished in a hover over the co-pilot’ ‘when” gmu:ﬂ fire ope qnd up aga.in. Jolly
Creen 02 pulled off to a safer area after “taking two hits in the right side of
the aircraft in the vicinity of the cargo door.?:The Sardys again attempted to
:sterilize the ridge line where the !iring was mpeeted to be from. Jolly Green.
02 was called down again’uslrg the same’entry. ''Agafn no’ground fire was received
until the aircraft was ostab.uahing in'a &wer. clooa ‘to ‘the’ co-pilot. Jolly
Green (@ took one hit which completely penetrated‘“t.he ‘ammor plating, glanced off
internally, pmetrated the floor, and ruptured the : forwemd fuel cell. " The Para-
medic and Flight Mechanic both received slight cut.l “fron shrapnel. - The odor of -
smke filled the aircraft and ‘they retreated to a safe wrea. . It was thought
later to be the odor of cordite, The Sandys were requested to go in and hit
them again. Jolly Green 02 was within 20 minutes of bing> fuel. The crew
elected to try once more as the weather in the area was deteriorating. This
attempt was successful with no known.hits, although the Paramedic heard

grcuxd fire. At the time of the raescue, tre upper ridges were in the clouds

d visibility had drorzed to 2 miles in haze and anoke. At no time during
their atiempts was the pilct sighted. Jolly Creen 02 had reached bingo fuel

ad was advised taq -recover to base where arrangements h:ad been made to air
evacuate the recovered co-pilot in a C-123.

Det 9-38-30-7 Oct (RCC Narrative)

.2} (Cr=4) PDetachment 2 was nctified at 1910 hours lacal by the Lth Med,
sti Inf Tiv, that one Aray scldier had a badly cut hand ard regquired medical
evacuation as soon as zussibtle. /e were advised that the Army Medical Evac-
taticn Unit had been notified but could not acccmplish the evacuation since
o landing zcn= was available. JS'RT was notified that we would launch our
two helicopters as socn as fuelirg was accomplished and our secondary crew
arrived. Re-fueling and launch reaction time was greatly hampered due to
«t.2 non-availakdlity of fusl truck (out of camission for repairs). This
meant we had to fuel cne bird from ow tladder/pumr system and fly it out

of the wa7 so the other one could te towed close enaugh to get fuel. Both
craws wer2 cregara2 to launch at 1%20 hours but we ended ur waiting an
extra 15 minutes becais~ o fueling. We launched at 1935 hours. An AC-47
w4as crovided for REZIT T wnizh rroved to be a very essential aid in the
successful accomplishvent of this missicn. No perticular difficulties were
ancsumt ered enrvute. Nih:ar ITR conditions werz encountered because it was
wotally Black except for an occasioral lizht on.the groumd. No horizon was
visible, The AC-L47 crew advisci us cf our position and gave estimates to
the =i e. we were notified enrcute that two necnle wers2 to be evacuated.

rresre—e—
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#137
FROM: Det 7, 38th ARRSq, APO 96337 10 Oct 1966
Subject: Mission Narrative Report
TO: 3rd ARRGp, APO 96307
At approximately 1100, 8 October 1966, we were notified of a downed
aircraft on the 345° radial at 37 miles from channel 37. We topped
off the firebird and were airborme at 1105. After airborne we

were notified by tower that the crash site was 030/13 mi from
channel 37, We changed heading and followed two Marine H-46's ¢

who were heading for the site. We conducted a search after our 7.

arrival over the crash site, sighting no survivors. We were aided
in our cearch by the two H=46's, one H=3/4 and z UH=1B. The seas
were moderate and the weather was high overcast. Crown Charlie
arrived approximately 15 minutes later and received a beeper in
the viecinity of a small group of Vietnamese sampans 3-5 miles from
our position. We proceeded toward the sampans and began receiving
a strong beeper signal. We got a visual sightiag on the Radar
Operator riding in the stern of a sampan. We hovered over the
sampan and hoisted the RO aboard. Upon questioning the RO we
found his pilot to be in another sampan approximately 1/4 to 3/4
miles away. We sighted the second pilot and hoisted him from the
sampan to the helicopter. The only difficulty encountered occured
during the first pickup., The sampan the RO was on was proceeding
at 5-10 knots and was headed crosswind. Also the RO experienced
some difficulty getting onto the forest penetrator. Both the
pilot and the radar observer were in excellect shape.

DAVID R. STEVENSON, 1stLt, USAF
Rescue Crew Commander
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Pararescue Medic Spends
‘Most Exciting’ Alert Stint

DA NANG — “One of the
most exciting days of my life.”

That's how A2C John C. lJef-
fers, Blue Springs, Mo., describ-
ed the day when he was invol-
ved inthe rescue of Lhree dowu-
ed Air Force crew members.

The exictment began at 11:23
a.m. for the young pararescue
specialist when his unit, Detach-
ment 7, 38th Aerospace Rescue
and Recovery Squadron, recei-
ved a call to pick up a B-57
Canberra crew which had been
forced to ditch in the South
China Sea just north of Da
Nang. '
. Traveling lo the scene in the
HH-43 Huskie helicopter, they

spotied the Canberra navigator,
1st Li.  Philip A. Viscasillas
Bronx, N.Y., and hauled him
aboard. Three minutes later
they localed the pilot, Capt.
Robert W. Clark, Citrus Heights,
Calif., and brought him in too.

Normally, Airman Jeffers' job
on such missions is to drop into
the water and assist the downed
crewmen into the helicopter :ling.
He also administers any necassa-
ry first aid.

On this pickup however, hoth
crew members were in excel-
lent condition and he was not
required to give any assistance
or medical aid.

Pedros Get Three Pick
Ups in Less Than Eight

Hours,

Two B-57 crevwmembers
P. 1Lt D.R.Stevenson
C.P. 1Lr F.D.Gregory
H,M, A2C D,J.Wilson
R.S. A2C J.C.Jeffers

One 0-1E pilot

P. Cpt L.‘J'.MB.I‘CUID

COPl 1Lt D.D.Sams

H,M, SSG E.E,Chambers
R.S. A2C J.C.Jeffers

The mission completed at
11:41 a.m., the young airman
joined the other members of

‘the rescue crew in their alert

quarters to wait for any other
possible emergency. The other
members on the pickup crew
were: 1st Lt. David R. Steveson,
Denver, Colo., pilot; 1st Lt.
Frederick D. Gregory, Washing-
ten, D. C., co-pilot; and A2C
Dennis J. Wilson, Duncan, Okla.,
the flight-mechanic.

Six hours later Airman Jeffers
was in the air again, Lhis time
with a complefely different res-
cue crew. Their mission was the
pickup of u downed O-1E Bird
Dog forward air controller pilot.

The FAC pilot had been forced
to crash land his Bird Dog on a
sandy strip in a small valley,
approximately six miles southeast
of Da Nang, due to ground fire.

Approaching the scene in
extremely heavy rain the heli-
copler pilot, Capt. Lawrence W,
Marcum, Somerset, Ky., reported
ground fire from a small hamlet
about one-quarter mile from the
crash site. They took one hit.

Arriving at the scene they
found that a group of U. S.
Marines had secured the area
and had formed a perimeter
around the crash sile.

Both Airmran Jeffers and the
flight mechanic, SSgt. Earl E.
Chambers Claremore, Okla., left
the helicopter to check on the
condition of the pilot, Capt. Wil-
liam L. Schultz, Chanute, Kan.

The pilot, who had already
been treated by one of the U.S.
Marine medical corpsmen in the
area, was suffering from a chest
wound and several lacerations
and cuts.

Only 12 minules after receiv-
ing the initial call, the wounded
pilot had been picked up and
was on his way to the US.
Naval Hospital near Da Nang,
where he laler died.



B-57 Pair
PickedUpin
18 Minute

N7ARS Ave 57RIPES
SAIGON (7AF) — “Duck soup”
was the way HH-43 Huskie rescue
crew commander 1st Lt. David R.
Stevenson of Denver described his
pickup of a downed B-57 Canberra
crew,

At 11:23, Det, 7 of the 38th Air
Rescue and Recovery Sq. received
word that the pilot and navigator
of the Canberra, Capt. Robert W.
Clark of Citrus Helights, Cal., and
1st Lt. Philip A. Viscasillas of
Bronx, N.Y., had ejected from
their battle-damaged aircraft.
Groundfire had damaged their
fuel system, and the men para-
chuted into Da Nang Bay, feur
miles offshore.

' Fifteen minutes later, the Hus-
‘kie's flight mechanic, A2C Dennis
|J. Wilson of Duncan, Okla.,
directed Stevenson over the first
downed man aid had him hoist

into the helicopter. In another
three minutes the second man
was aboard, and the Huskie erew
'was on its way back to Da Nang.

‘“This was my first pickup,”
said Wilson, “and there were no
problems. We got to them so fast
that Clark still had his parachute
and dinghy on when we brought
him aboard. I had to cut the gear
loose.”

The pararescueman, A2C John
C. Jeffers of Blue Springs, Mo.,
stood by in the event he had to
jump into the water to help the
pilots into the rescue sling. This
wasn't necessary, however, as’
neither Clark nor Viscasillas was
injured.

“This was my first pickup,
too,”” smiled Jeffers. “Now I'll
have something to write home
-about.” 1

Copilot of the rescue chopper
was 1st Li. Frederick D. Gregory
of Washington,
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Jolly Green's 53 (Low Bird and 5S4 (High Bird) were placed on cockpit/
alert at 0205Z at Lima Site 98, The order to scramble was given at 02102 30
and both choppers were airborne at 0214Z. Almost a direct route was flown
to the coordinates 19°05 N 1Oholk3 E, with deviations being made to avoid
the heaviest gun concentrations. No dandy cover was provided enroute to
the scene, but numerous Sandy aircraft were on the scene when we arrived
at 03022, Sandy 3 did a fine job of marking the area of the downed pilot,
Chicago 3. He was located halfway up a moderately sloping mountain a few
miles south of a heavily populated valley containing numerous gun sites.

Tc further pinpoint his position, Jolly Green 53 mad oice contact with
Chicago 3. He saic he could hear and see us and was v.ry helpful in
vectoring us precisely to his spot., Althougn his parachute was nearby
it came to rest below the tops of the trees and :could not be seen until
during the hover.

Trees in the pickup area were irregular in height, with the tallest
ones about 200 feet. It was necessary to hover very near the tallest
trees to permit the hoist cable to reach the ground, which was extended
almost to it's limit. The survivor reached the GSree penetrator almost
immediately but when attempts .o raise him were made, the cable became
entangled in a huge clump of bamboo., Several atiempts at moving the
helicopter and retracting and extending the cabls were made before the
survivor could be reeled up.

We departed the area at 03202 in-bound to Udorn RTAFB. Upon
arriving there at OLLOZ no ambulance met the helicopter. This seemed
less than desirable even though the downed pilot showed no evidence of
serious inJjury.

several bullet holes in each sponson when the helicopter was examined
on grouna 1nspectlon.

Enemy groundfire was encountered during the pickup as evidenced ‘oy/

Coordination between all SAR forces, the Sandy's, Crown 1, and the

Jolly Green's was extremely good. As a result the mission was quickly
a;%gmxﬂw—azmmﬁé‘a‘—’.

JOLLY GREEN 53 (LOW BIRD) JOLLY GREN Sl (HIGH BIRD)

Pilot, Youngblood, Adrian D. Major Pilot, Murphy, Kenneth D. Capt
Co-pilot, Burford, Edward G. lst Lt Co-pilot, Silvis, John W. Capt

FM, Ely, Roger @L.ASSBYCATION CANCELLE@:M’ Cotto:r, Robert G. A2C
PJ, Hunt, Georgs, éhm?gseﬁtm el ps J, Brotton, IBGMQPMD

By Authority of D = \_l A]N AF3205.2
B . 5. .
(D fF o Gz 2

ADRIAN D, YOUNGBLOOD, Major, USAF DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTSRVALS
Rescue Crew Commander DECLASSTFIED AFTER 12 YEARS
DOD DIR 5200,10

b6-Ab-)3 42
C65-00260
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Weather enroute was the same with the ceiling approximtely 150 feet and 1/L4
mile visi hility. Spooky 77 and Lopez 27 were in the vicinity and aiding with
the search. While searching, Pedro 95 received ground fire from a hamlet
bel ow. During this evasive action the wreckage was sighted on a sand bar

in the Song Yen River at 1748 hrs. A circling approach was made to the
wreckage and the helicopter set down in the sand. The rescue specialist got
out and retrieved the injured pilot from the wreckage. He was unable to
asgist him because of a sucking chest wound above his heart. He was brought
aboard the aircraft and administered firstaid. Pedrc 95 departed the crash
site at 1755 and landed at DaNang at 1801 where an ambulance and a doctor
were waiting. The Doctor advised taking the pilot to Danang East Hospital.
Takeoff time was 1801 armd Pedro 95 landed at the hospital at 1806 hrs. Pedro
95 returned to DaNang at 1811 to close out the missicn. The entire mission
took place in heavy rain showers.

Det 2-3-116-1L Oct (RCC Narrative)

(c) (GP=4) Jolly Green 53 (Low Bird) and 54 (High Bird) were placed on
cockpit alert at 0205Z. The order to scramble was given at 0210Z and both
choppers were airbtorne at 0214Z. Almost a direct route was flown to the
coordinates 19°05 N 104°L3E, with deviations being made to avoid the
heaviest gun concentrations. No Sandy cover was provided enroute to the
scene, but numerous Sandy aircraft were on the scene when we arrived at
0302Z. Sandy 3 did a fine Jjob of marking the area of the downed pilot,
(F-105) Chicago 3. He was located halfway up a moderately sloping mountain
a few miles sauth of a heavily populated valley conteining numerous gun
gsites. To furthe pinpoint his position, Jolly Greer. 53 made voice contact
with Chicago 3. He said he could hear amd see us anc was very helpful in
vectaring us precisely to his spot. Although his parachute was nearby it
came t o rest below the tops of the trees and could not be seen until during
the hover. Trees in the pickup area were irregular in height, with the
tallest ones about 200 feet. It was necessary to hover very near the tallest
trees to pemit the hoist cable to reach the ground, which was extended
almost to it's limit. The survivor reached the tree peretrator almost
immediately tut when attempts to raise him were made, the cable became en-
tangled in a huge clump of bamboo. Several attempts at moving the helicopter
and retracting and extending the cable were made before the survivor could
be reeled up. We departed the area at 0320Z for home base. Enemy groundfire
was encount ered during the pickup as evidenced by several bullet holes in
each sponson when the helicopter was examined on ground inspection. Coordi-
mtion between all SAR forces, the Sandys, Crown 1, and the Jolly Greens
was extremely good. As a result the mission was quickly and successfully
accomplished.

i T
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F-105 Pilot Rescued
from Bamboo Jjungie

“We've got alot of conflidence

in the rescup operations over
here — | knew they'd get me
out.”

So spoke Maj. Hobert Taylor
of Wenatehee, Wash,, in praise
ol Air Force search and rescue
(SAR) procedures in North Viel-
maw, He had just been plucied
ot of & dense bamboo juogle
deep In cnemy torritory by an
HH-3 *Joily Green Giant” heli-
copler,

The F-105 Thunderchief pilot
was pulling oul of o dive bomb
run when his aircraft was hit by
Communis! ground fire.

“l felt a jolt, the aircrafl
tpitebied up®, and one of the
other pilots in the flight warn-
ed me thal my plane was an
fire! said Major Taylor.

“When the Jolly Green Giant
rescue helicopler aerived sod
lowered the juagle penetralor,
the rotor downwash tangled the
penetralor with the bambo —
| spent some anxious moments
untangling It and climbing onto
the metal seat™ smiled Major
Taylor,

The paramedic shoard the
rescuc chopper, 38gt Ceorge E.
Huot of Leaksyille, N. C., wes
the first to spot Mzjor Tavior.
By this Llime he had been in the
jungle =lightly over an hour.

The rescue, according to A-1E
Skyraider pilot Capl. Charles B,
Skellon, Howmedale, Idaho, and
Mai_Adeisn D Younghlood gf
“I'ﬂll‘l' Tix h‘h"cnnlgr_&w-

Pilot Recounts Rescue
By ‘Jolly Green Giant’

By EDWIN Q. WHITE fthen the cockpit filled

Absociute | Frets Welter {smoke and the {et engine quit

GON (AP) — The Jolly! “The smoke pot so thick
Glsstln Giant (JGG) Club has{coaldn’t see !ll:.e :\f.‘."t'\‘.:'ﬁ.’ll
& pew member i Majgpanel,” Taylor said. "l ra
Robert Tay!w of Wenatchee,|dined ‘1've got to go' and ejec
Wash. He wi s plucked to safe- | ed.”
ty Friday by 2 JGG helicopter]| |« He parachuted into a [ungi
after his. F105 Thunderchiellhat others pinpointed as 7
was shot dywn Friday overimiles northwest of Vinh. i

North Yiethm. \suffered leg bruises i
“We've 2ot a lot of confi-{fail,
dence in the rescue operations | MO SR Brwe.  Skipaide

;w{eheg:;én :.::d‘;‘g.‘::rﬁf "\,:!I- {iew ovechead and
bw they'd zet me out." e to talk 1o him an my surviva
H L. adian* Tavin . ARy loo
wlor sai | his trouble start- ;,M:.m'.( ;l'n[il‘ ‘T"‘T‘!.'.l‘.'\.'.\ i
when, o1 a bombing mis«| _L"‘db‘ ,?n,i i ,'.'j' o )
sion deep in North Vaftmnnes::txﬁ'l PR SO PEP
territory, he felt a jolt ':"',,"tg' o .
“The’ air raft pitched up. . When the gl
ward and one of the ather pi- Cinnt  helicopter arrived  aun
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wo Skyraiders (tap) prolect an Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Service HH-3E over North

Vielnam as it answeérs o recovery call. Once over the anemy's territory (bottom) the

HH.3F roccund two nilots who eiected from their jet after it was hil by enemy ground fire.



F-105 Pilot Rescued
From Bamboo Jungle

“We've got a lol of confidence
in the rescue operalions over
here — I knew they'd get me
out.”

So spoke Maj. Robert Taylor
of Wenatchee, Wash., in praise
| of Air Force search and rescue
. (SAR) procedures in North Viet-
nam, He had just been plucked
out of a dense bamboo jungle
deep in enemy territory by an
HH-3 “Jolly Green Giant” heli-
copler.

The F-105 Thunderchief pilot
was pulling out of a dive bomb
run when his circraft was hit by

| Communis! ground fire.

“] felt a jolt, the aircrafi
‘pitched up’, and one of the
other pilots in the flight warn-
ed me that my plane was on
fire."” said Major Taylor.

He started a climb for a alli-
tude, but the Thanderchiefl’s
cockpit filled with smoke and
the engine quit.

“The smoke got so thick I
couldn't see the instrument
panel,” Major Taylor continued,
“] radioed —I've got to go' —
and ejected.”’

His chute operated perfectly,
but Taylor suffered painful
brttises to both thighs in land-
ing in the dense foresl.

#A little later an Air Force
Skyroider flew overhead ond |
waos coble to talk to him on my
syrvival radio tronsceiver. My
legs hurt so bad | couldn’t walk.

| could hear gunfire and people

lling."

“When the Jolly Green Giant
rescuc helicopler arrived and
lowered the’ jungle penetrator,
the rotor downwash tangled the
penetrator with the bambo —
I spent some anxious moments
untangling it and climbing onto
the metal seat”” smiled Major
Taylor.

The paramedic aboard the
rescue chopper, SSgt George E.

Hunt of Leaksville, N.C., was
the first to” spot Major Taylor.

By this time he had been in the
jungle slightly over an hour.
The rescue, according to A-1E
Skyraider pilot Capt. Charles B,
Skelton, Homedale, Idaho, and
Maj. Adrian D. Youngblood of
Hedley, Tex., helicopter com-
mander, was “just routine.”
N
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Yes, my friends, a race it will be,

Between Air Rescue and those
damned VC.

The Jolly Green Giant is soon
in the air,

Four brave men who'll head
straight there,

01;[5' one thought passing to and
TO, &

To save their comrade from
Charlie below.

That man down there is hurting
bad,

A stranger in the enemy’s land.

They know he’s there and are
searching too,

To try and find him before we do.

That man down there is a lonely
man,

He came, he fought, and now he's
down,

Down on his own among the VC

Far from the people he came to
free.

Will he ever return to his friends
and kin,

That Iand so far from Ho Chl
Minh?

That land he loves to call his
own

His w1fc his child, that land, his
home,

Dltnk approaches, a new sound
00;

Is it? No, it can't be true,

He looks, he stares, and soon hé:
can see; 4

The friendly shape of the HH3C:

His flashlight gleams, the chop-
per turns,

The crew can see him, he’s one
of theirs.,

Soon they -land and whisk hlm
free,

Free from the hand of those
damned VC.

And so, my friend, when you are
fown,

Do not' worry, do not frown.

RBemember our motto, and our

mives we will give; .

”R member our motto: ““That

thers May LiveZl !
4 B e %
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i. (U) In the late afternoon of 18 October 1966, Crown Bravo (HU-+16, SN 5171.5)
on orbit mission (Det 1-3-78-18 Oct) over the Culf of Tonkin failed to return to
home base at Danang. Control agency became aware of ponsible smergency because of .
lack of operations normal reports from Crown Bravo at 1700L and 1730L. Organiged -
search began that evening and contimued until 1820L on 225 October 66 with no sight-
ings or findings reported. Alrcraft was assipgmed to 37 ARRSq and had a total of
seven crewmen aboard., Loss of the HU-16 amphibian‘was reported as missirg due to
hostile action. R M )

3d ARRGp Hist, Oct-Dec 66

J. (U) on 20 October JoIly Creen 02 (SN 65-12778) oh an ACR mission (Det 2-
3-117-20 O&t) was disabled by swpected ememy ground fire, 0il pressurs was lost -
and the HH-3E helicopter was forced to land in a hostile area.  The crew amd a
recertly recovened suyfvivor were quickly taken atoard tle octher HH-3E (high bird)
and they departed the area. RESCRT (A-1Es) destroyed the disahbled Jolly Green
to prevent it from falling into unfriendly hands.” 58 T, gy

k. (U) On 28 October Pedro 42 (HH-43F, SN 62-4511) on an Army Med Evac mission
(Det 9-38-71-28 Oct) near Pleiku was shot down and burned. Three evacuées and the
Flight Mechanic in the rear of the helicopter were killsd. Army troops and the
Fararescueman (PJ) cn the graund helnred get the Pilot ax Copilot out of the
curning wreckage uadsr =y fire. The FJ, Pilo#and Copilot were flown out the
next merning by another Fedro helicopter. The Corilot subsequantly died from
in‘uries received in the shooting down and erash of the helicopter.

1. (U} In the afternocn of 29 Cct Pedro 56 (SN-62-4525) flying in support
of the mission (Det 9-32-31-28 Cct) in which Pedro 42 was lost, received a
velley of grouncdfire and had to make a fcorced landirg at Amy LZ 3-Hotel, near
Pl= xu, Crew sustained cnly mdmor injuries ard was returned to Pleiku that
afsernoon. FH=L3 (Pedr: 55)was repaired locally and is back in operation.

m. (U) Cn 15 Novemher, Detachment 11, 38 ARRSq located at Tuy Hoa AB, SVN
becans operational. TUr Yca is situated approximately 0 miles north of MNia
Trang on the Vietnam coast. Cne HH-43B is presertliy assigred; however, a
second Hi-43 willike nlaced there when resources permit.

n. (C}(GP=-L) Jolly Craen 52 (SN 6é4-14229) lost transmission oil pressure (15 Nov)
shertly after launch on an ACR mission and made a forced landing. Parts were
disvatcaed ind mairtensnce perfcrmed in the field. On return, severe trans-
missisn prohlems develoned after short fiimnt and Jolly Green 52 was forced
to land. Due tc uncertain recertion by lccal populace, cres Was svacuated and
fri®ndly forces surrlied w pretect a‘reraft until repairs could be mde,

Aircraft subsequently reraired at landirg sive and flown to secure base.

——
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Rescue HU-16 SEA Losses
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ARRSH-67/1 132
Combat Loss of Personnel

Mission 1-3-78-18 October 1966. It began in a rou-

tine manner as so many others had for Major Angstadt and
his crew of the HU-16B, 51-7145. The Major was scheduled
to fly a precautionary orbit over the Gulf of Tonkin to
aid fighter pilots who might require assistance.

The fear that all was not well with 7145 was born
when one of those "Operation Normal' reports was not
received. A search, which was begur. immediately and was
suspended on 26 March, never revealed any information on

the fate of 7145 or the seven Rescuemen aboard.

A list of the crewmen who are missing follows:25
Crewmen Position Unit
Angstadt, Ralph H., Maj RCC 37th ARRSq
Long, John H. S., lst Lt Copilot 37th ARRSq
Rackley, Inzar W., Jr., Nav 37th ARRSq
Capt
Hill, Robert L., TSgt FM 37th ARRSqg
Clark, Lawrence (NMI), RO 37th ARRSq
Ssgt
~ Adams, Steven H., A2C PJ 33rd ARRSg
Shoneck, John R., SSgt FM Det 7, 38th
ARRSq

Mission 9-38~31-29 October 1966. This was a heli-

copter mission for the medical evacuation of wounded

25. TsSgt Philip N. McKinnon, ARPCB.



REMEMBERING STEVE

He Went to War and Never Came Home

by CMSgt. Vickie M. Graham
photos courtesy of Cindy Barnard and Bruce Adams

On Aug. 5, 1988, 21 years after her fighter-pilot hus-
band was killed on a mission over North Vietnam, Vickie

Stephensen laid to rest the remains of the only man she
ever loved. “This is it,” she thought to herself as Col.
Mark Stephensen’s casket slo‘l ﬁﬂmto the

‘pe wd at the end of

Tl

e on 264 Amdrtcam‘ Still .

. east Asia ()| *IC'?‘"

b:k’e all. those whose fate i u ¢ve isginore

than a name etched in gram 0 f;-‘-{ he Vietnam Veterans
%

Memorial in W gton, D.C. 1 __‘ a fun-loving! k*ld

headed aff to war. 0 ~j’ ,,a ‘

He s still gone, but not fOrgottemby’*th younger
and sister who still wait. Although they rga“li.
have survived, their memories do.

This is how they remember him. . . .
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e lived in Spencer, lowa, which is some-

where between the middle of nowhere and
the middle of everything,” said Cindy, 41, an
elementary-school music teacher and the

was six years older than I was, but if he ever com-
plained about his little sister tagging along, I never knew
it. He was very protective and took care of me when the
older kids got a little rough. He'd show me off to his
friends and did the same with Bruce.”

Steve was 9 years old when Bruce was born and like

most big brothers, showed his little brother the ropes of

Midwestern childhood. “He got a kick out of teaching
me how to sneak into the fairgrounds through a hole in
the fence,” said Bruce, 38, a dentist. “And it was Steve
who introduced me to Playboy.”

Born to Jean Chamberlain Adams and Gale Ernest
\dams at 11:15 a.m. on Sept. 25, 1944, Steven Harold
.dams weighed in at a hefty 9 pounds, 8 ounces and
was 24 inches long. World War Il captured the day’s
headlines, and “Going My Way"” grabbed four major
academy awards that year, including best picture.

Steve took his first steps at 10-and-a-half months,
according to an entry in his baby book. “You have
pretty teeth, but suck your thumb,” his mother wrote.

bruary 1993

middle child in the' Adams family. “Steve

i %fgaschool student in Spencer,

uRn_th Adams died when he was only
seribbled, “It was quite a shock, even to
ou thought God was mean to take her, and

in heaven.”

Gale, the town’s Wonder Bread man, delivered bak-
ery goods,on'a routc so familiar He could've driven it
blindfolded: At day": end, he’d bring home 4 doughnut
or Twinkie for each of his children, saying the corner
grocer had somehovs “forgotten” them on the truck.
Jean, a homemaker, happily flung open the doors at 613
W. 11th St. to the ertire gaggle of neighborhood raga-
muffins.

“Our parents werz wonderful role models for us,”
Cindy recalled. “We¢ didn’t have a lot, but we were
comfortable. If therc were any money problems, we
were never told. Thai's just the way it was. We enjoyed
a stress-free childhood where Midwestern values of
church, family and respect for others were the founda-
tion of our lives.”

The family lived in a small, white Cape Cod-style
home on a tree-linec street where Dennis the Menace
could’ve wreaked his unending mischief on poor Mr.
Wilson. A basketball hoop above the single-car garage
provided hours of hoily contested games of H-O-R-S-E,
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Steve at 2 1/2 years old with his dad, Gale, who was not
only the Wonder Bread man, but a wonderful father.

and a small pine tree on the front lawn — now more
than 80 feet tall — suffered collisions with out-of-con-
trol bikes and trikes boring down on it at breakneck
speed.

The back yard boasted a large enclosure where Steve
raised and bred fantail pigeons, which he showed at the
county fair with moderate success. Aquariums contain-
ing tropical fish — which he also bred and raised to
show at the fair — were stationed at strategic points
throughout the house. Beyond the back yard, acres and
acres of cornfields, which later gave way to grazing
land for cattle, served as fertile playgrounds for inven-
tive games of hide-and-seek.

30

“Whenever a tree fell, we'd make forts and huts out
of it,” Cindy recalled from her choir room at Davis
Middle School in Evanston, Wyo. “We'd play outside
until dark, when Mom vsould call us into the house for
supper.”

Tucked into the northwestern corner of lowa where
the Little Sioux and Ocheyedan Rivers meet, Spencer’s
townsfolk didn’t worry much about kidnappers, drug
dealers and drive-by shootings in the *50s and ’60s.
Heck, there were only about 10,000 people, and every-
body knew everybody else. At Halloween, the kids didn’t
even have to check their treats for nasty things like
razor blades or straight pins.

Gangs? Well, they wzren’t like the gangs you see in
the news today. The most trouble any kid from Spencer
ever got into was soaping the post office windows, T.P.-
ing the trees at the high school or tipping over some
farmer’s outhouse.

“My fondest memories were our vacations at Arnolds
Park on Spirit Lake,” Cindy said. “It was only 17 miles
from Spencer and right on the Iowa-Minnesota border,
but people from all ove- the country would spend the
entire summer there.”

So did the Adams family. They’d hitch up the camp-
ing trailer and tow it to their favorite campsite shortly
after school let out for thz year.

Gale drove his bread route during the day while the
kids swam and played. Steve, ever the protector, as-
sumed the role of lifeguard and arbitrator in his father’s
absence. After work, Gale returned to the lake, where
potluck dinner with the other campers became an al-
most everyday routine.

Little League offered an outlet for Steve’s athletic
prowess, and at 10 he’d ¢Iready decided on a career. He
wanted to be a scientist.

But academics didn’t interest him much as a young-
ster. Teachers said the oldest Adams boy didn’t pay
attention in class and spent most of his classroom hours
day-dreaming. It wasn’t until years later that doctors
discovered Steve had suffered a slight hearing loss as an
infant — thought to be congenital — which could
explain his seeming inattentiveness in class.

“Even so, he was an uverage student, preferring the
social side of school rather than its academic program,”
Bruce said, chuckling as he read a high-school year-
book “award” for Steve’s apparent ability to “make out
continually until 1999.”

“He was a popular, outgoing, carefree spirit, and I
idolized him,” Bruce added. “He loved animals, and I
can still picture the day he called me up to his room,
excitement ringing in his voice. When I walked in, he
was lying on his back in bed with a big grin on his face.
Our tabby cat had deliverzd its litter right on his belly!”

The two brothers spen! hours in the garage, tinkering
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with engines and making homemade go-karts. On one
daring dash down Spencer’s open streets, Bruce broke
his leg at the wheel of Steve’s little wonder machine.
Not long after, they stopped their racing escapades, as
Steve shifted his interests to more mature endeavors.
Like playing baritone in the band and acting in what-
ever play Gordon Liggett, the high-school speech teacher,
directed.

“When Steve walked on stage, he virtually became
the person he was portraying,” Cindy said. “He could
play comedy or drama, but I remember best his role as
Happy in ‘Death of a Salesman.” ™

Sometime during Steve's sophomore year, his dad
began suffering from complications of diabetes. Trips
to the lake sapped his strength, and the following sum-
mer, Steve got a job pumping gas and fixing flats at
Marv’s Conoco. In taking on more responsibility, he
spent less and less time at the lake and continued work-
ing after school and on weekends to help with the fam-
ily finances.

In 1962, at age 37, his father died. Steve, a high-
school junior, became the man of the house. Jean re-
turned to school, eventually becoming a licensed practi-
cal nurse.

He dated Cindy Dalby, Janeen
Berge, Patty Lake and Mary Hallaeur,
the latter being his on-and-off steady.
“Mary was a spontaneous, carefree
spirit just like Steve,” Cindy said. “She
was a ski bum of sorts, wore very little
makeup and when Steve left, she vowed
to wait for him. To this day, she has
never married.”

Following graduation, Steve headed
for Still River, Mass., to live with his
Uncle Harley. “He’d saved up enough
money to buy his pride and joy, a 1958
baby blue Chevy convertible,” Cindy

id, pointing to a picture of it in her
lumily album. “He took a couple of
college courses, but found no interest
in school. Steve would be the first to
admit he ‘ditzed” around in school, but
he was no dummy.”

Vietnam was quickly becoming a
hinsehold word, and in 1965, he en-
Il od. “I guess it's no surprise he vol-
unicered for pararescue training,” Cindy
said, “He always enjoyed protecting
people.™

And surprising people. On a short break between
iining classes, Steve unexpectedly walked into the
louse and swore Cindy to secrecy saying, “Shhhh! Don’t

Mom I'm home.” She was upstairs drying her hair

Febiuary 1993

and didn’t hear her son burst through the door.

“He loved doing things like that,” Cindy said. “He
had a mischievous bert and got a big kick out of it.”

On another occasior, the baby-faced .young man asked
for some help with his macho appearance. *“He couldn’t
even grow a healthy stubble,” Cindy recalled. “So he
asked if I could put soine mascara on his upper lip to fill
in his mustache!”

When he’d earned the coveted maroon beret of a
pararescueman, he supported a few Apollo moon mis-
sions, standing by in c:se of an emergency. On Mother’s
Day 1966, he said goodbye to his family and headed for
Okinawa as part of the rescue backup for yet another
moon launch. It was during that assignment he was
tasked for a temporar’ duty assignment, flying search
and rescue missions. In Vietnam.

On Oct. 18, he departed Da Nang AB aboard an
HU-16 Albatross. His mission: pick up a downed pilot
about 80 miles off the China coast in the northern sector
of the Gulf of Tonkin.

Two Al-E Skyhawks escorted the rescue plane, re-
turning to base only after the pilot was safely on board
the Albatross. The lasi radio transmission with Steve’s

The Adams’ kids (from left): Steve, Cindy and Bruce.
They grew up in northwestern lowa in the *50s and *60s
where the worst “crimes” were soaping windows and
turning over outhouses.
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plane occurred at 5:45 p.m.

weather, the seven-m:>mber crew gave no indication of
trouble.

They were never heard from again.
doing the day I learned he was missing,” Cindy said. *

was walking home with my boyfriend,

NOW!
little brother.”
nto

‘Get home
a typical response to :
When she walked

shouted,
the house,
tears.
she and my step-father told us what had happened,”

sion. We couldn’t shar:

anyone should ask of another human being.”

.n ﬁﬁds, I never removed it from my wnst
thinfklﬂg 'something bad would happen to Steve if
did. It ﬁnally irritated my skin to the point where I

wak forced to coat the inside with clear nail polish — j

a small sacrifice compared to what Steve was experi-

,'encm A he was still alive. : #
When Operation Homecoming k:cked off at Clark,

AB m,‘the Philippines, I hoped to see Steve step oﬂ"
_one of the C-141s that brought our POWs their first.
taste of freedom. Assigned to the base at the time, I

.qu.de_te;mmed to meet him and return his bracelet.
If he was still alive.

B_ul.;hia name never appeared on the list of return-

‘ing POWs. I'd often wondered what Steve looked

like, where he grew up and what he was like. Then,
this summer, I noticed a newspaper article contain-
ing his name. It also mentioned a brother, Bruce,
who lived in Laramie, Wyo. I quickly called the
information operator, hoping he was listed. My heart

3 N{M’Yorktp i

ﬁnd him.

3 Iearned Steve also had a younger snstcr Cindy,
and womed they might not want to rehve their grief
t;!]mg mcomplete strangn;r wha Steve qas and
at he was like. A fw weeks later, ngxtcd them.

Wgommg,. looked it old mapM$§hnghcd at
the; stones from their childhood, held one of Steve’s
baby_ teeth in my hard and, yes, even shed a few

tears with them.

~ In that regard, I consider myself lucky. Because
unlike the thousands ‘who wore POW bracelets and
whose “men” never returned, I got to know the man
on my wrist. I considerzd giving my bracelet to Bruce
or Cindy, but decided to keep it. Steve’s bracelet is.
safely tucked away now, waiting for him to come
home and claim it. If he’s still alive. . . .

-— CMSgt. Vickie M. Graham

Airman

Although flying in marginal

“I can remember what I was wearing and what I was

Ron Johnson,
when Bruce rode up on his bike, screeched to a halt and
[ told him to bug off —

her mother was in
“She had remarried during the time Steve left, and
Cindy
said. “Worst of all, we were told by the government not to
tell anyone because Steve was on a highly classified mis-
our shock or grief with anyone —
not even relatives. Thirking back on it, that was more than

—



About a year later, the family received a call from an
American Red Cross worker who had attended a closed-
door meeting in which Steve's name was mentioned.
“He’s alive, well and presumed to be in a hospital in
Southeast Asia,” the caller said. “Upon exiting the
aircraft, his left side was severely injured.”

Within a few days, two Air Force casualty
officers cautioned the family “not to
listen to outsiders,”
Bruce said. “They told
us that only a govern-
ment source could be
trusted. Now, I'm not
so sure.”

Ignoring their ad-
vice in an attempt to
learn what had hap-
pened to her son, Jean no-
tified a friend in the intelligence community who spoke
with the caller and confirmed the information given to
the family. She died from breast cancer in 1980 at age
56, never knowing the fate of her first-born son.

“My grandmother died of the same thing,” Cindy
said. “But I'll always believe the stress surrounding
Steve’s disappearance speeded up the disease. Looking
back, with my parents dying so young and Steve miss-
ing when I was still in school, you know, Bruce and I
were robbed. By the time I was 30, I had no parents and
only one brother instead of two.”

It’s been 27 years since Cindy or Bruce saw their
brother. And no one knows when they’ll find out what
happened to him. They're frustrated and bitter, wanting
only to know the truth.

“I wish more than anything that Steve would walk
through that door right now,” Cindy said. “But I realize
that’s probably not going to happen. I wonder how long
it will be before we find out what really happened. If we
ever do.”

Until then the questions remain. Because of that, for
Cindy and Bruce, and especially for Steve, there is no
period at the end of this sentence ©

Steve (upper left) played baritone in the school band.
That’s him standing on the left. Like most young men,
Steve’s pride and joy was his car (top), a baby blue
Chevy convertible. Steve as a two-striper (right) wearing
inis hard-earned maroon beret.
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Mission Narrative — 20 Oct 66 4 v @

Jolly Green 02 (Low Bird) and Jolly Green 36 (High Bird) were scrambled
frem Nakhon Phanom at 0030Z, Take-off was accomplisied at 0034Z and both
helicopters proceeded to coordinates 169/58 N, 1050/53 E, where two F-4C
pilots (Avenger 3) had ejected. Znroute to the scen:, a revised pcsition
of 99°/79 N.M., from TACan Channel 89 was received, wiich later proved to
be more accurate than the original coordinates., The Jolly Greens were es-
corted to the area by Sandy 07 and 08. Sandys 2 and 3 were on the scene
when we arrived at 0120Z, and through use of UHF/DF and visual sightings
on the Sandy aircraft, we determined the general location of the downed
pilots. Voice contact on gusrd channel was made and Jolly Green 02 estab-

lished a4 hover over the rear seat pilot., His parachiits wz. entangled in
the top of a 200 foot tres, wih.ch th: rotor wasl cams dar =rously close tc
untangling from the limbs, The survivor had diffilUITy tiessrerriag from

his=pIZracnute Harness to t‘ > jungle penetrator, anc¢ this ircreased the time
required for the pick-up. Intense ground fire from n1earby automatic weapons
was heard and could be felt hitting the helicopter from the left side before
the pilot could position himself on the penetrator. Crdinance was requested
from Sandy 5, but since the exact location of the sezond downed pilot was
unknown, he deemed it inadvisable to expend ordinanc:. The tail of the
helicopter was turned into the on-coming ground fire and the pick-up contin-
ued. The survivor was wounded in two places while b2inz raised on the hoist.
The piCR=Up Was completed after 8 MINULES oI TOVerini. lmmediately arter
take—off with the survivor on board, the transmissiocn oil pressure dropped
to zero and the warning light illuminated., Flight was continued for approx-—
imetely six miles.

’_______._._.-——-—"‘—n-.

Jolly Green 36 had established an orbit on the 100°/74 N. M. radial of !
Channel 89 while Jolly Green O2 dropped below the cloud deck to effsct the V7 A

1)

recovery,., Visual monitoring of Jolly Green 02 was J_Jpossz.ble because of s
the clouds and he was last observed on a heading of 140°, As Jolly Green 02 \j l
disappeared from view, Sandy O5 reported ground fire in the vicinity of the & \lf
survivors. Shortly afterwards, Joll Green 02 also resported ground fire %
during his pick-up effort on the £568% seat man. Approximately three min- -3
utes later, 02 reported that he had zero transmission cil pressure, that hez)
was going to land, and requested that Jolly Green 36 come down and try to O |
pick them up. 36 immediately began a circling descent, visually located O f: a T\
upon breaking out below the cloud cover, and maneuve: f-ed into a trail positi -;
approximately one-half mile behind, and above 02, 02 was observed at appr@ & F
imately 500 feet altitude, descending, and heading for a clearing. Jolly & =
Green 36 observed a village located on the edge of 02's intended landing a <
and so advised him, 02 acknowledged and continued to fly at approximate ;‘5‘
\ 100 feet above the trees to ancther clearing about oi1e half mile further away
‘where he executed his landing and shut down. Jolly Green 36 dropped his tips,

DOWNGQADED
I_AW AFR-205- DOWNGRADED AT 3 YZAR INTERVALS
2 Gl FCTASSIFIED AFTHER 12 YEARS
WD DIR 5200.10

\ ( (: “‘/ Hq ARRS SC No. £6.3F 445
f e be=Ap- /273
66 8-0025°%
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began dumping fuel during the approach, and landing which was about 25 yards
from 02, Dense elephant grass separated the two aircraft. Ground fire was
again encountered by 02 as the crew-members evacuased their aircraft. Two
crew-members received superficial wounds from bullst fragments, (The Flight
Mechanic and Paramedic). When the four helicopter crewmen and the survivor
had boarded, a maximum performance take-off was made, climbing to 2000 feet
above the terrain, During the climb out, 2530 directed Sandys 07
and 08 to destroy Jolly Green 02, Sandys 07 and 08 rolled in on the downed
helicopter and when it was last seen, dense white smoke was rising from it.
Upon request, Sandy 05 and O7 victored 36 into the area of the back seat
pilot and around several populated areas., A Nail azircraft orbiting the
dewned pilot spotted hi. Location for 36 by pointirg with his left wing.

This marking saved valuable time in locati:g the surviver because of the
large number of whit- parachuts throughout the entire area, Voice conmunica~
tion with the surviver wus establ shed but . ....j 5C7 of his transmissions were

r=adable, As 36 cams tu a hover over the wrees, AL .ard saw several armed

men start from the jungle into a clearing about 75 yards away. He leveled

his M-16 and fired from the hip at the men. All men disappearsd immediately,

but ground fire continued throughout the pickup. The firing of the M-16-in
ﬂmwm_nm%lﬁ%&rd led 36 to believe he was P?)
under fire from bensath the aircraft and 36 departed the scene. This mistake =
was discovered and 36 returned to the area where the pickup was n:

approximately at 0300Z., Sandy O5 advised a departire heading and all aircraft
bezan a return to Channel 39.

During the return flight and join-ups, Sandy C8 was unaccounted for.
Sandy 05 was encountering engine difficulties at the same time, lIreckage of
Sandy 08 was discovered in the recovery area by unknown aircraft. Additional
SAR effort was impossible by Jolly Green 36 because of fuel state (750 lbs)
and recovery was made at Channel 89 at 0405Z, Weather generally was gocd
throughout the missicn, Cloud conditions in the pick-up area were 3500 AGL
broken and visibility 10 miles.

Radio discipline was good except by the fighter aircraft flyn_ng hi \fp
cover. Unnecessary radio chatter on UHF on the sceae was cxcess:.vec\\x \,

Numerous white parachutes in trees in the area of t ﬂeﬁbhf'ged_,p Tots
caused difficulty in pin-pointing the downed pilot's ﬁ‘?ﬁ‘o [t i
to differentiate between a personnel chute and a flirepg

r,, Since
the size cannot be determined when the chutes are ha.ngjggh limbs of a tree.
TIME: 001282 TDE: o2z
DCVNZED PIIOT: 1st Lt. Joseph E. Merrick DOVNID PIILT: Major Lacey Breckenridge
RECOVERY AREA: 0999/79 N.M. RECOVERY AREA: 099°/79 N.M.
RADIC PROCEDURES: Excellent, RADIO PROCEDURES: Excellert
CREW CCORDINATICN: Excellent CREW CCORDINATICN: Excellent
JOLLY GREEN - 02 JOLLY. GREEN 36
RCC - Major Adrian D. Youngblood RCC -- Captain Leland T. Kennedy

Ll " " OWNGRADEDKC: ;s;:tgxsém;zdz;ylé‘v=“d°r
PJ - A2C Thomas C. Davis | AN AFQ 2 =~ A1C Robert J. VWard

Q&ﬁn D%\@w{,%\'%)r, UbAF & é j 5 .
RCC L é Ho ARRS SC No. 6374(5
WAL M



3d ARRGp Hist, Oct-Dec 66
Det 2-3-117-20 Oct (RCC Narrative)

(c) (GP-4) Jolly Green 02 (Low Bird) and Jolly Green 36 (High Bird) were
scrambled at 0030Z. Take-off was accomplished at 0034Z and both helicopters
proceeded to a point SW of Dong Hoi, where two F-4C rilots (Avenger 3) had
ejected. Entroute to the scene, a revised position was received, which later
proved to be mare accurate than the original coordinates. The Jolly Greens
were escorted to the area by Sandy 07 and 08. Sandys 2 and 3 were on the

scene when we arrived at 0120Z, and through use of UBF/DF and visual sightings
on the Sandy aircraft, we determined the general location of the downed pilots.
Voice contact on guard channel was made and Jolly Green 02 established a hover
over the rear seat pilot. His parachute was entangled in the top of a 200 foot
tree, which the rotor wash came dangerously close to untangling from the limbs.
The survivor had difficulty transferring from his parachute harmess to the
jungle penetrator, and this increased the time required for the pick up. Intense
ground fire from nearby auwtomatic weapons was heard and could be felt hitting the
helicopter from the left side before the pilot could position himself on the pene-
trator. Ordnance was requested from Sandy 5, but since the exact location of the
second downed pilct was unknown, he deemed it inadvisable to expend ordmance.
The tail of the helicopter was turned into the on-coming ground fire and the
pick-up continued., The survivor was wounded in two places while being raised on
the hoist. The pick-up was completed after 8 minutes of hoverinmg. Immediately
after take—off with the survivor on board, the transmission oil pressure dropped
to zero and the waming light illumimted. Flight was continued for approxi-
mtely six miles. Jolly Green 36 had established an orbit while Jolly Green

02 dropped below the cloud deck to effect the recovery. Visual monitoring of
Jolly Green 02 was impossible because of the clouds aad he was last observed

on a heading of 140°. As Jolly Green 02 disappeared from view, Sandy 05
reported grourd fire in the vicinity of the survivors. Shortly afterwards,
Jolly Green 02 also reported ground fire during his pick-up effort on the rear
seat pilot. Approximately three minutes later, 02 reported that he had zero
transmission oil pressure, that he was going to land, and requested that Jolly
Green 36 come down and try to pick them up. 36 immediately began a circling
descent, visually located 02 approximtely one-half mile ahead and below .

02 was dbserved at approximately 500 feet altitude, descending, and heading

for a clearing. Jolly Green 36 observed a village lo:ated on the edge of 02's
intended land ing area and so advised him. 02 acknowledged and continued to fly
at approximately 100 feet abtove the trees to another zlearing a.?ut one half
mile further away where he executed his landing aml shut down, Jolly Green 36
dropped his tips, began dumping fuel during the approach, and landing which

was about 25 yards from 02. Dense elephant grass separated the two aircraft.
Ground fire was again encountered by 02 as the crew-members evacuated their
aircraft. Two crew-members received superficial wounis from bullet fragmerts,
(The Flight Mechanic and Paramedic). When the four heslicopter crewmen and the
suwviwr had boarded, a maximum performance take—off was made, climbing to

2000 feet abtove the terrain.
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During the climb out, Jolly Green 36 directed Sandys O7 and 08 to destroy Jolly
Green 02. Sandys 07 and 08 rolled in on the downed helicopter and when it was
last seen, dense white smoke was rising from it. Upon request, Sandy 05 and 07
vectored 36 into the area of the back seat pilot and around several populated
areas. A Nail aircraft orbiting the downed pilot spotted.his location for 36

by pointing with his left wing. This marking saved valuable time in locating the
survivor because of the large number of white parachutes throughout the ertire
area. Voice communication with the survivor was established but only 50% of his
transmissions were readable. As 36 came to a hover over the trees, AlC Ward saw
several armed men start from the jungle-into a clearing about 75 yards away. He

3d ARRGp Hist, Oct-Dec 66

leveled his M-16 and fired from the hip at the men. All men disappeared immediately,

but ground fire Zontinued throughout the pickup. The firing of the M-16 in
automatic made without prior warning from A1C Ward led 36 to believe he was under
fire from beneath the aircraft and 36 departed the scene. This mistake was dis-
covered and 36 returned to the area where the pickup was made at approximately

' 0300Z. Sandy 05 advised a departure heading and all aircraft began a return to
'base: During the return flight and join-ups, Sandy 08 was unaccournted for. Sandy

g

05 was encountering engine difficulties at the same time. Wreckage of Sandy 08
was discovered in the recovery area by unknown aircraft. Additional SAR effort
was impossible by Jolly Green 36 because of fuel state (750 lbs); recovery was'
made at OLO05Z. Weather generally was good throughout the mission. Cloud con--
ditions in the pick-up area were 3500 AGL broken and visibility 10 miles. Radio
di scipline was good except by the fighter aircraft flying high cover. Unnecessary
radio chatter on UHF on the scene was excessive. Numerous white parachutes in
trees in the area of the downed pilots camsed dif ficulty in pin-pointing the
downed pilot's location. It is impossible to differentiate between a persomnel
chute and a flare chute from the air. Since the &ize camot be determined when
the chutes are hanging from the limbs of a tree,

Det 2-3-121-26 Oct (RCC Narrative)

(c) (GP-4) While standing strip alert on 26 Oct 1966 word was received from
Compress at 1130L that a mission was to be performed that afternoon by the
Jolly Greens and that the briefing would be given by representatives who
were enroute. Beginning at 1220L, the briefing was given which incluied the
following background information: A 9 man team was discovered by enemy forces
on the morning of 25 Oct 1966. At least one of the team was killed. The team
apparently split up and were taking E and E action carrying a radio with a very
weak battery. The last transmission received was about noon on 25 Oct. The
briefer assumed that the team was out of food and in grave danger of being
killed and /or captured. The weather in the search area was, at briefing time,
very poor but forecasted to improve in the afternoon. Mission planning called
for first aircraft (42 Zulu) to depart first to check weather and initiate the
search with Sandy's O4 and 05 to escort him and if visual s=ighting was made
Sandy O4 to be low lead. Their departure time to be at 1315L. Jolly Green's
36 and 52 were to depart about 30 minutes later escorted by Sandy's 06 ard 07.

12
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3d ARBGp Hist, Oct-Dec 66

i. (U) In the late afternocon of 18 October 1966 Crown Bravo (HU116 SN 517145)
on orbit mission (Det 1=3-78-18.0ct) over the Culf of Tonkin failed to return to
home base at Danang. Control agency became aware of ponsible smergency because of
lack of operations normal reports from Crown Bravo at 1700L and 1730L. Organized
- search began that evening and contimued until 1820L on 25 Dctober 66 with no sight-
ings or findings reported. ' Aircraft was assimed to’ 37 ARRSq and ad a total of
seven crewmen aboard. Loss of the HU-16 amphibian'was reparted as missing due to
host.ilo action.

J. (V) 20 October JoIly Creen 02 (SN 65-12778) oh an ACR mission (Det 2-
3-117-20 Oft) was disabled by swpected emmy ground -fire,  Oil pressure was lost
and the HH-3E helicopter was forced to land in & hostile "area. . The crew aml a
recertly recovened syfvivor were quickly taken aboard tle cther HH-3E (high bird)
and they departed the area. ERESC(RT (A-1Es) destroyed the disabled Jolly Green
to prevent it from falling into nnrriendly hands. '

k. (U) On 28 October Pedro 42 (HH-ur, sn 62-1.511) 9n an Amy Med Evac mission
(Det 9-38-31-28 Oct) near Pleiku was shot down and burned. Three evacuées and the
Flicht Mechanic in the rear of the helicopter were killod. Army troops and the
Fararescueman (PJ) on t)-e ground helped get the Pilot ad Copilot out of the
sixrning wreckage under enscy fire., The FJ, Pilot and Copidi@é®were flcwn out the
next marning by another Fedro helicopter. The Copilot: subsequently died from
iniuries received in the shooting down and crash or’the helicopter.

1. (U) In the afternocn of 29 Cct Pedroi 56 (SN-62-.,525) flying in surport
of the mission (Det 9-32-31-28 Cct) in which Pedro L2 was lost, received a
voll=y of groundfire ard had to make aifierced landirg at Amy LZ 3-Hotel, near
Pl< xu, Crew sustained cnly minorgdniuries ard was returned to Pleiku that
afsernoon. FH=L3 (Pedr: 55) was repaired locally and is back in operation.

m. (U) On 15 November, Detachment 11, 38 ARRSq located at Tuy Hoa AB, SVN
becams operatioral. Tug Hoa is situated approximately 0 miles north of Nha
Trang on the Vietnam coast. OCne HH=-L3B is presemtly assigred; however, a
second Hi-43 willibe tlacel there when resources permit.

n. (C}(GP=L) Jolly Cr=en 52 (SN 64-14229) lost transmission oil pressure (15 Nov)
shcrtly after launch on an ACR mission and made a forced landing. Parts were
discatched ind maitensnce perfcrmed in the field. On return, severe trans-
missisn problems develo—ed after short fiign*t and Jolly Green 52 was forced
tg land. Due tc uncertain recertion by lccal populace, crew was evacuated and
friendly forces surrlisa w0 protect a‘reraft until repairs could be mde.

Aireraft subsequertly rerair=d at landirF sive and flown to secure base.
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¢ Rescuemen Match Efforts With Fate

DA NANG—The men involved
in rescues at Da Nang had two
hectic days recently In which
they saved eighl aircrew mem-
bers, including four of thelir
own,

On Oct. 20, mil the guns of
North Vielnam's Tigre Island
couldn't stop ome of Lhe most
dramatic rescue efforis Im the
Gulf of Tonkin.

« Six Air Force personnel were
pulled from Lhe enemy’s grasp
near the 1siand stronghold about
four miles away. The guick re-

sponse of laclical airpower and
the courage of Air Force crews
made Lhe daring escape pos-
sibie.

“Two days earlicr, the rescue
team saved lwo RF4B Marine
crewmembers afler they had
parachuted inte the stormy,
windlashed Gulf of Tonkin. -The
Marine pilots climbed aboard a
Jolly Green rescue helicopter of
the 37th Acrospace Rescue and
Recovery Squedron gzactly 23
minules afler they had been
forced to bail out.

ol

W

won

nety,

, Skyralder pilots
" Tactmrent Fle

The Oct. M rescue began
ecarly ln the morning when an
F4 Phantom [rom (he 86IA
Tactical Fighter Wing was crip-
pled by enemy [lire over the
southern panhandle of North
Vielnam. " The Iwo crerwmem-
bers headed for the coastline
and ejecied near Tigre Island.

Jolly Green Giant helicopters
from the rescue squadron im-
mediately were vectored to the
arca 10 iiake ihe pick-up, A-1
from a de-

Tement of the 6lh
‘Special Operations Squadron
.were scrambled to direct about
a_dozen lactical fighlers called
A¢- provide lire supporl for the

resCue,
* As the fighlers headed for the
rescue  site, Communist  gun-
ners on Tigre [sland opened
fire. The first hit blew a chop-
per's lail off after it had landed
to make the pickup.

“QOur rescue allempl was over
at that time and we became a

part of the surviving party,” |

recalled Jolly Greea pllois Cap-
tains Gerald M. Moore and
lLaurense C. Davis Jr. Once In
thelr ralts they rowed agalmsi
ythe mounting seas away Irom
"the ememy [lire.
i Nelping the F-4 pilot — who
"had sulfered serious back in-
juries — were pararescueman
Sgt. Steve T. White of los Al
tom, Calif., amnd the copler's
flight engireer, Sgt. Nobert T.
Anderson of St. Louis,

Alter lacing 10-fool swells and

conunuca enemy fire for almost
an hour, twe Jolly Greens al-
Aempled 3 mulliple pickup.
Fighter pllols temporarlly sup-
pressed some of the ememy fire
and a smoke screen was lald
for the descending, zig-zagging
choppers. . .

“The seas were preity rough
and we couldn’t land <o we had
to use the holsl,” commented

Maj. Charles Wicker, the rescue
crew commander., “FEach lime
we went inlo a hover, the people

“on the island starled reroing in

on us. ['ve never made [aster
pickups in my life, because the
encmy was just walking them
up io the chopper.™

it took only three to four min-
utes o pick up all six men —
four on Major Wicker's alrcrafl
and twe ga the L:ﬂll’“‘l’ Ccom-
manded by Capt. Jerry M.
Griggs, Kannapolis, N.C.

Two days carlier, the lwo Ma-
rine pilots were rescued by a
Jolly Green scrambled {ro
Quang Tri Marine Corps bas
23 miles from the cfash sce &

Making the pickup-were Cap.
tains Richard D, Grilfiths, Pem-
broke, Mass,, and George
Stokes, Ilouston, AIC Roberl
Cassidy, Mercer, Pa., and Ser-
geant Anderson who was to play
another life-saving role two
days later.
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Lt Harris A2C Halvorson
NK Capt Murphy SSgt Godsey 88 Maj Waxman 1 Oct 66 USAF NVN F-4C
Lt Lyall A1C Kellerman (Deceased)
NK Lt Webster SSgt Riley 89 Capt Lockhard 2 Oct 66 USAF LAOS F-104 Under Fire
Lt Dean A2C Hackney
NK Capt Kennedy SSgt Hall 90 Lt Garland 5 Oct 66 USAF NVN F-4C Under Fire
Lt Harris A2C Williamson
YK Maj Youngblood SSgt Ely N Maj Taylor 14 Oct 66 USAF NVN F-105 TUnder Fire
Lt Burford SSgt Hunt
2 Maj Youngblood A2C Meyer 92 Lt Merrick 20 Oct 66 USAF LAOS F-4C TUnder Fire
Lt Burford A2C Davis
6 Capt Kennedy SSgt Godsey 93 Maj Youngblood 20 Oct 66 USAF LAOS HH-3E Under Rire
Lt Lauvender A1C Ward 94 Lt Burford
95 A2C Meyer
96 Lt Merrick
97 A2C Davis
NK Capt Kennedy SSgt Godsey 98 Maj Brelkerridge 20 Oct 66 USAF LAOS F-4C Under Fire
Lt Lauvender A1C Ward
NK Maj Wood A2C Cotter 99 8 man ground 26 Oct 66 LAOS LAOS
Lt Feigert A1C Kellerman 100 party (class)
101
102
103
104
105

106



28
1966 (cont)

23 Jul 66
(cont)

5 Oct 66

20 Oct 66

14 Dec-
15 Dec 66

when he flew from Lima, Peru, and snatched a packet on Easter
Island.

Captains Leland T. Kennedy and Oliver E. O'Mara, toth assigned
to Detachment 5, 38th ARR Squadron, piloted H-3s during a mis-
sion to rescue a
downed F-4 crew
in Laos. With
an escort of
"Sandy" aircraft,
Captain O'Mara
repeatedly
attempted to
reach the downed
airmen, despite
intense ground
fire. Captain
O'Mara's H-3

was damaged,
forcing a with-
drawal, but

Captain Kennedy

persisted, and

after more un-

successful Air Force Cross Ceremony at Scott AFB, Illinois,
: in 1967. Officers in foreground are Major
attempts, his 3 vy 5 A 2 b
PESe Leland Kennedy, Captain Oliver 0 'Mara, General
crew rescued Howell M. Estes, Jr., and Colonel Allison C.
Brooks.

the F-4 copilot.
Both Captains Kennedy and O'Mara received the Air Force Cross.

Captain Leland T. Kennedy, piloting an H-3, again qualified for
another Air Force Cross. On this mission two H-3s attempted to
rescue two F-4 pilots downed near Dong Hoi. The first aircraft,
piloted by Major A. D. Youngblood, picked up one of the pilots,
but the H-3 was damaged and he was forced to land in the vicinity
of the pickup site. Then Captain Kennedy descended and rescued
the H-3 crew and the F=-4 pilot. The crippled H-3 was destroyed

by a "Sandy," and another H-3 pilot, Captain Henderson, ultimately

rescued the other F-4 pilot.

First actual in-flight transfer of fuel from an HC-130 tanker to
an HH-3 helicopter was accomplished during tests near Wright-

Patterson AFB, Ohio.



Major A. D. Youngblood will never forget this one.

On 20 Oct 66 while Tdy with Det 5, 38th ARRS

Major Youngblood in Jolly Green 02 with his crew
from Det. 5 and backed up by Capt. Lee Kennedy,

was scrambled on an F-4 crew that nad successfully
bailed out., While picking up one pilot, J.G. 02
took heavy automatic weapons fire knocking out the
transmission oil system. Major Youngblood nursed
the aircraft about 6 miles to an elephant grass
clearing and Capt. Kennedy and crew landed in front
of 02 and recovered the crew under fire. Major
Youngblood's H.M. and P.J. were both wounded while
running between the two aireraft. J.G. 02 was des—
troyed by & Sandy pilot whe was shot down on his
second pass. Capt. Kemnedy recovered the other
F-4 pilot, The Sandy pilot was MIA.




While standing strip alert at channel 89 on 26 Oct 1956 word was
received from Compress at 1130L that a mission wes to be performed that
afterncon by the Jolly Green's and that the briefing would be given by
an Air Americo representatives who were enroute tc channel 89 from
Savannaket.

Beginning at 1220L, the briefing was given bty a Mr. Sheldon, of
Air America, which included the following backgrcund information:

a © man team located in the area of 17916' I, 10-°27' E wer.
dizcovered by enemy forces on the mormning of 25 (et 1966. At least cne

of the team was killed. The team apparently split-up 133 were btaling

E and E action carrying a radio with a very weak battery. The last

transmission received was about noon on 25 Oct. The briefer assumed
5 fhat the team was out of food and in grave danger of being killed and/or
¥

7 "cip red. The weather in the search area was, at briefing time, very
& ?17 poe?}éut forecasted to improve in the afternocon.
4 D‘ v}”f{? Mission planning called for the Air America aircraft (L2 zulu) to
= Q("d’épart first to check weather and initiate the search with Sandy's OL
I 0\‘\7 sand 05 to escort him and if visual sighting were made Sandy OL to be
S8 a low lead. Their departure time to be at 1315L. Jolly Green's 36 and
Ej ;’9 f 52 were to depart about 30 minutes later escortec by Sandy's 06 and 07.
oy & §'
5“35‘ 5 The lead element departed channel 89 as scheduled. Jolly Green's
S f:‘ 36 and 52 with Sandy's 06 and 07 departed at 134(L. Weather at channel
[ 89 was 2000 overcast to broken, visibility 5 miles with rain cells in
the area. Flight to sesarch area was at 7000' to 7500' above cloud deck

. and around the large cumulus-type build ups. Weather in search area
a 'was still poor when the lead element arrived but began to improve with

the low broken deck of clouds moving away from the mountain ridge where
%!the team was believed to be located.

‘j‘ Jolly Green's 36 and 52 arrived in the search area at 1L25L just as
" U2 Zulu spotted a signal panel. About 3 minutes later L2 Zulu spotted a
second signal panel about 200 yards from the first panel. Area of panels
was on a shallow saddle of a mountain ridge, elevation about 3L00' at
the original coordinates given. Area was covered with low trees and

™

g : scrub bushes.

‘\-.g After a thorough low level recon by L2 Zulu and Sandy's O4 and 05,

K] Sandy OL directed Jolly Green 36 into the saddle area. Jolly Green

1 36 descended to the area and circled the western most panel. The men

J on the ground around the panel were positively identified by an Air

1 America representative aboard Jolly Green 36. The tip tanks were

‘% jettisoned and a low hover was established over the panel and 5 parsonnel

o were hoisted aboard. Jolly Green 36 then circled once over the second
panel and, after positive identification, a2 low hover was established

oo §33Y!
~"FL DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS
4 : DECLASSIFIED AFTZR 12 YEARS
Baw®  DOD DIR 5200.10 bb- AD- /395
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and 3 personnel were hoisted aboW‘“ i
i

Sandy Ok directed Jolly Green 36 out of the area and turned lead
over to Sandy 06 who, with Sandy 07, escorted Joclly Green's 36 and 52
back to channel 89. Jolly Green 36 and 52 landed at channel 89 at
15L0L.

The team showed excellent knowledge of the use of signal equipment.
One person was seen by L2 Zulu trying to use his radio but by then it
was believed that the battery was dead. One of the team had been wounded
in the foot. All the others were physically OX.

Since the mission entailed no quick scramblz, the briefing and pre-
planning resulted in excellent COOle'&E;ﬂ t hroughe the missicn,
piBicimreri e~ - i

. e
—— —

Sandy Oh's directions to the Jolly Creen's were clear and short and
his supervision of all aircraft in the area to iuasure no collision
courses was outstanding. There was no enemy action involved during the
mission.

TIME: 1LOOL (2100Z) 26 Oct 1966
DOWNED PERSONNEL: 8 members of a ground team
RECOVERY AREA: 17916' N, 105°27' E

JOLLY GREEN 36 (LOW BIRD) JOLLY GREEZN 52 (HIGH BIRD)
RCC, Major Patrick H. Wood : RCC, Capt Kenneth D. Murphy
RCCP, 1lst Lt David J. Feigert RCCP, Capt Robert E. Dowdy
HM, A2C Robert G. Cotter HM, SSgt Jerry R. Johnson
PJ, A1C Laverne W. Kellerman PJ, A2C Michael L, Halvorson

E ; "; L(-Q—
{fmm WOOD, Major, USAF
Rescue Grew Commander
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During the climb out, Jolly Green 36 directed Sandys O7 and 08 to destroy Jolly
Green 02. Sandys 07 and 08 rolled in on the downed helicopter and when it was
last seen, dense white smoke was rising from it. Upon request, Sandy 05 and 07
vectored 36 into the area of the back seat pilot and around several populated
areas. A Nail aircraft orbiting the downed pilot spotted his location for 36

by pointing with his left wing. This marking saved valuable time in locating the
survivor because of the large number of white parachutes throughout the emtire
area. Voice communication with the survivor was established but only 50% of his
transmissions were readable. As 36 came to a hover over the trees, AIC Ward saw
several armed men start from the jungle-into a clearing about 75 yards away. He
leveled his M-16 and fired from the hip at the men. All men disappeared immediately,
but ground fire Continued throughout the pickup. The firing of the M-16 in
automatic made without prior warning from A1C Ward led 36 to believe he was under
fire from beneath the aircraft and 36 departed the scere. This mistake was dis-
covered and 36 returned to the area where the pickup wzs made at approximately
0300Z. Sandy 05 advised a departure heading and all aircraft began a return to
base: During the return flight and join-ups, Sandy 08 was unaccounted for. Sandy
05 was encountering engine difficulties at the same time. Wreckage of Sandy 08
was discovered in the recovery area by unknown aircraft. Additional SAR effort
was impossible by Jolly Green 36 because of fuel state (750 1lbs); recovery was'
made at OLO5Z. Weather generally was good throughout the mission. Cloud con-
diti ons in the pick-up area were 3500 AGL broken and visibility 10 miles. Radio
discipline was good except by the fighter aircraft flying high cover. Unnecessary
radio chatter on UHF on the scene was excessive. Numerous white parachutes in
trees in the area of the downed pilots camsed dif ficulty in pin-pointing the
downed pilot's location. It is impossihle to differentiate between a persomnel
chute and a flare chute from the air. Since the &ize czmot be determined when

the chutes are hanging from the limbs of a tree,

Det 2-3-121-26 Oct (RCC Narrative)

(C) (GP-4) While standing strip alert on 26 Oct 1966 vard was received from
Compress at 1130L that a mission was to be performed that afternoon by the
Jolly Greens and that the briefing would be given by representatives who

were enroute. Beginning at 1220L, the briefing was given which incluied the
following background information: A 9 man team was discovered by enemy forces
on the morning of 25 Oct 1966. At least one of the tesm was killed., The team
apparently split up and were taking E and E action carrying a radio with a very
weak battery. The last transmission received was about noon on 25 Oct. The
briefer assumed that the team was out of food and in grave danger of being
killed ard/or captured. The weather in the search are: was, at briefing time,
very poor but forecasted to improve in the afternoon. Mission planning called
for first aircraft (42 Zulu) to depart first to check weather and initiate the
search with Sandy's OL and 05 to escort him and if visval sighting was made
Sandy O. to be low lead. Their departure time to be at 1315L. Jolly Green's
36 and 52 were to depart about 30 minutes later escorted by Sandy's 06 ard 07.

3d ARRGp Hist, Oct-Dec 66
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3d ARRGp Hist, Oct-Dec 66

The lead element departed as scheduled. Jolly Green's 36 and 52 with Sandy's 06
and O7 departed at 1340L. Weather was 2000 overcast to broken, visibility 5 miles
with rain cells in the area. Flight to search area was at 7000' to 7500' above
cloud deck and araund the large cumulus-type build ups. Weather in search area
was still poor when the lead element arrived but began to improve with the low
broken clouds moving away from the mountain ridge whers: the team was believed

to be located. Jolly Green's 36 and 52 arrived in the search area at 1425L just
as 42 Zulu spotted a signal panel. About 3 minutes later 42 Zulu spotted a
second signal panel about 200 yards from the first panel. Area of panels was
on a shallow saddle of a mountain ridge, elevation aboit 34C0' at the original
coordinates given. Area was covered with low trees and scrub brushes. After

a thorough low level recon by 42 Zulu and Sandy's O4 aad 05, Sandy O4 directed
Jolly Green 36 into the saddle area. Jolly Green 36 descended to the area and
circled the western most panel. The men on the ground around the panel were
positively identified by Jolly Green 36. The tip tanks were jettisoned ard a
low hover was established over the panel and 5 persomnel were hoisted aboard.
Jolly Green 36 then circled once over the second panel and, after positive
identi fication, a low hover was established and 3 personnel were hoisted aboard.
Sandy O4 directed Jolly Green 36 out of the area and turned lead over to Sandy
06 who, with Sandy 07, escorted Jolly Green's 36 and 52 back home. The team
showed excellent knowledge of the use of signal equipment. One person was seen
by 42 Zulu trying to use his radio but by then it was believed that the battery
was dead. One of the team had been waunded in the foot. AllL the others were
physically OK. Since the mission ent ailed no quick scramble, the briefing and
pre plamning resulted in excellent coordination throughout the mission. Sandy
O4's directions to the Jolly Green's were clear and short and his supervision
of all aircraft in the area to insure no collision courses was outstanding.
Ther ¢ was no enemy action inwlved during the mission.

Det 9-38-31-28 Oct (RCC Narrative)

(c) (GP-4) Det 9, 38th ARRSq was notif ied at 2115 hours on 28 October 1966

by the AF AIO at 3-Golf of the need to med evac nine wounded U.S. Army
soldiers, members of the 25th Inf Div, from 14-06N 107-33E. Three of the
wourd ed were listed as critical and it was doubtful that they would make

it through the night . JSARC was contacted and told of the circumstances and
gave the approval to lainch. The secondary crew was in the BOQ.and barracks
and after notif ication arrived at the line at 2130. The aircraft were refueled
and launched at 2140. The full moon aided in navigation and Plei Djereng was
‘visible from 10 miles East. Contact was made with Compose. 02 who was con-
trolling the operation in the area. As we came up on channel, Compose 02 was
briefing a flight of A-1Es and an AC-47 for air strikes into the area just east
of the point of pick-up. Compose 02 stated that the sir strikes would be held
until after the med evac was completed,
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SUBJECT: Iission Narrative, 9-38-31-22 Cctober 1966

TO: 3rd ARSGp ‘
LFC 96307 4 b

1, (3) ©Cn 29 October 1966, TFedro 56 h=d returned to Fleiku at 1200L
for needed equipment and 2 crew change. Det 9 was informed uhe following

red-evoc recuirents existed: (1) three serioucsly wounded y7us our two
srescre-en ((Js, at the cr#;l site; (2) one rericusly wounded at 1=
2y 2 F=1CE; (3; and 3 eribiezlly wounded at 14=00N, 107=2¢7. Ue were
Teron 20 and ground call °*jr" rn; Treguencies.
2. (8) Ve depas.ted Pleiku at 1300L., ~'hen we arrived over :olei L .rang,

we contacted the F'C and were advised the first crder of business was at
the site of Pedro L42's crash. Two gunships that were waiting for us just
south of the pickup point were contacted, and the flizht flew up the
valley to the site, The UH=1ls made two low level passes over the area &and
"ed“o 56 made an approach.

5

(3) Because we were heavy on fuel, only one ran was recovered and

d-evac about 10 more out, but ancther agency, rresuieably the Battallion

'éég%urned to Landing Zone (1Z) 3-Golf. The grounc party requested we

mmander, care up on frequency and advised differently. Because none of

N dne remaining personnel required irmediate med-evac, he wanted them to

-

Gwait until an LZ could be hacked out for dust-—off sircraft in order to cut

dovn our exposure. e agreed. ‘e then returned a2nd picked up our two
Jds and lowered a chain saw and fuel to the grourd party. At this point,

our fuel state was such that we could pick up one additional man, so we
proceeded to the second point before dropping our two FJs off at LZ 3-

Golf. It took several minutes to contact the grcund party, and then found

they had only a heat stroke victim who w=s up anc walking. They were in —m7m7H——
persuit of enemy forces and did not want us to pick up their man as it :
would alert them to the situation. We explained to the FAC that we coul
not expose our aircraft for a non-serious case. We then proceeded to

L7 3-Golf to drop off our two PJs and to refuel.

= 3

L. (S) The last portion of the mission was to extract 3 critically .
wounded from a partially cleared LZ at 1,4-00N, 107-29E. After refuel- 1
ing, we once again linked up with our F'C and our two gunshkips. Ve AN
arrived over the LZ and the gunships looked it over. It seemed quiet ) |
and the ground party said the area had been quiet 211 afternoon. He \\S
requested we expedite as three of the thirty wourded were fading. While'\\\S
S
=3
jamas’
]

we were on final approach, he reported one man hed died.
5. (S) The 1Z was not suitable for landing, but we were able to hover

below the tops of the trees, greatly cutting down our exposure. We
lowered imn Kelsey tothe ground and quickly hoisted two aboard. Sgt
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Brundridge advised one marn was in very bad shape, bleedinz badly and
had a weak pulse. 7le immediately took off for LZ 3-Golf. After we
off-lo=zded the two ren, we were advisec the one rman had died enroute
(later were told the ~an was the one recorted having died while we
were on final,,

6. (3) After about 10 minutes ground time, we departed, joining up
with gunships and F/C over the pickup roint. Two UH-ls h=d been in

the LZ for a low hover pickup of 2 men each. Tren an Army Hiller came
in and picked up two more. By the time we arrived over the area, a CH-
47 Chinock helicopter was in the LZ at a2 low hover., Picking up the rest

of the wounded and all of the KI: gicti-s, the Chinocck demarted, ™e then
went in, droprced o..l three chain saws and picke¢ up «nn Kelsey =nd one
heat, exheustion case,

7. (s) e took off and started our climbout. After flying a short
distance and climbing to about 7-800 feet, we ccme under automatic
weapons fire., We heard several shots, then several hits, then several
mMore shots. The enemy gunner had caught us briefly in the middle of

& 5-7 second volley. 'ie called ground Tire and maintained course, dis-

[ " I . . .
qovering the helicopter was acparently not significantly damaged to pre-

£,
&
¢ . - « .
vent flight. Yo control or engine darzze was arparent, so we continued é?

¢2st toward LZ 3-Golf,which was now sbout seven miles away,

8. (S) leanwhile, during the ground fire, Sgt Brundridge saw the
Fyrotechnics container take a round. It began crioking, followed by
an intense fire between it and the I-16 ammo cortainer. Without
ﬁesitetion, S5gt Brundridge tossed out the pyro container and observed

it it to explode with an arrroximately ten-foot fireball after falling

ta few yards away from the helicopier. He still hed the arrio can in his
ileft hand and noticed a six-inch toarch flame eritting from a bullet hole.
iCut it went also., 3gt Brundridge's presence of mind and unhesitoting
raction saved the zircraft and crew.

—aane

9, (3) About five miles short of the 1Z 3-Golf, Amn Kelsey saw smoke
{trailing from the bottom of the helicorter. I gave a may-day and began

an irmediate power-off aprrozch to a U.2, Ammy artillary battallion, LZ
3-Hotel, which lay conveniently dead ahead. Sgt Brundridge, with Amn
Kelsey holding his legs, hung out the czbin door and by holding on to a
bear-paw, scanned the bottom of the helicopter. A minimum hover to a
power on landing was made and the aircraft was cuickly evacuated by one
very fortunate crew plus med-evicuee., The smoke must have been pyro
sroke that had filled the fuel tank arez througl the bullet hole.

10. (3) A total of seven 12.75 mm bullets had struck the helicopter.
One through a blade outboard of the flap. Anotlter through the main spar
of a blade just inboard of the spring constant area. It left a 2-inch
exit hole, destroying about half of she spar, clord wise, in that area.
One bullet drilled a neat hold through the engire oil inlet line con-
tinuing into and out of the right shaft housing and damaging the right
tower bearing assembly,, One came up through the left forward fuel tank,

A Y
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through the .“C-34 radio, the pyro contziner, deflected through the =16
armo container, through a frare member znd was stopped by the co-pilot's
shoulder-level zrmor plating. Cre bullet cane up through the chin, then
back out just zbove the chin amor, taking off quite a larze portion of
the FA horn nount. Two riore went through the erpanancze.

11, (S) The helicopter w:s secured and stripred of equipment, and the

crew began coordinating for a ride back to Pleiku. The Air Force Liaison
officer =zt LZ 3-Golf was contacted and he began coordinating for any Amy
helicopters enroute to Fleiku to stop at LZ 3-Hotel to pick us up. How-

evar, l'edro 98, an HF=43F from Det 12, Nha Trang had been dispatches int

tle area and a“ ived on scene. The crew, commanded by Lt Willian "ostros,
toolk- three of us wit! uiprent back to Fleiku, and then made ancther sortie
fer the remaipning three “F"lbeI‘S of our unit.

12, (S) As a result of the series of sorties flowm during this saission,
several things have come to light. The UXT=10 radio is not reliable when
the PJ is directly under the hov ring helicopter. Szt Jernkins had to

relay throuzh the company Fl. radio which was seve:zl yards away. This

added to the hover time. Although we can never be guarenteed safety, I

feel the med-evac mission can be continued with o »cd results by minimizinz
the dancer: (1) by lowering the °J, 2ll of the litters and a chain saw,

the pilots can depart while the PJ completely prepares the area; (2, the

FJ then can cut either an 1Z or a low=hover area to cut down on the exposure
radivs; (3) while the hoist operator is arrarging an evacuee in the rear of
the helicopter, the pilot can lower the hoist for the next pickup. DMNote:
only when the clearing is large enough, and with the HM checkinz the progress;
(L) and by insurinb the ground narty understands re only bring out the criti—
cal cases, leaving the others to wait until an LZ can be built for lrmy UH-
dust-off aircrzaft. During this series of missions, the problem of litter
spinning was frequently encountered. A 200' rope will be used so the PJ can
stabalize tre litter from the ground. The litter can be untethered and the
rope dropped as soon =s the HI lays handa on the _itter, It is virtually im-
possible to take on two or more litter cazses when the rear armor doors are
closed, Det 9 sugzests they be relocated further aft. The semi-rigid
litters should rolled up before lowering to the ground by the hoist as rotor
wash swinzs them around to much. A fast wind, variable speed hoist should
be develored for combat use. TWe further suggest that pyrotechnics aboard
the aircraft be carried in an armor plated container. It is the plan of

this unit to construct a container from salvaged armor from Pedro 42.

13. (S) Crewrembers: DOWMFIQADG_I"

RCC - Captain Dale R. Tyree F N’? 2nr;.» CLASSIFICATION CANCELI
CP = Captain Fredrik }, Bergold 19 %85 ~ Or Changed to Clye
B =

SSgt Bertrum E. Brundridge By ority of __(,zp S
A2C Roy E. Kelsey ' By‘%_é_ (Date) .
l

DALE 1. ’TQILE Captain, USAF C # 3} /
Rescue Crew Commander Py
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3d ARRGp Hist, Oct-Dec 66

The lead element departed as scheduled. Jolly Green's 36 and 52 with Sandy's 06
and 07 departed at 1340L. Weather was 2000 overcast to broken, visibility 5 miles
with rain cells in the area. Flight to search area was at 7000' to 7500! above
cloud deck and around the large cumulus-type build ups. Weather in search area
was still poor when the lead element arrived but began to improve with the low
broken clouds moving away from the mountain ridge whers the team was believed

to be located. Jolly Green's 36 and 52 arrived in the search area at 1425L just
as 42 Zulu spotted a signal panel. About 3 minutes later 42 Zulu spotted a
second signal panel about 200 yards from the first panel. Area of panels was
on a shallow saddle of a mountain ridge, elevation about 3400' at the original
coordinates given. Area was covered with low trees and scrub brushes. After

a thorough low level recon by 42 Zulu and Sandy's OL and 05, Sandy O4 directed
Jolly Green 36 into the saddle area. Jolly Green 36 cescended to the area and
circled the western most panel. The men on the grounc around the panel were
positively identified by Jolly Green 36. The tip tanks were jettisoned and a
low hover was established over the panel and 5 personnel were hoisted aboard.
Jolly Green 36 then circled once over the second panel and, after positive
identi fication, a low hover was established and 3 personnel were hoisted aboard.
Sandy OL directed Jolly Green 36 out of the area and turned lead over to Sandy
06 who, with Sandy 07, escorted Jolly Green's 36 and 2 back home. The team
showed excellent knowledge of the use of signal equipment. One person was seen
by 42 Zulu trying to use his radio but by then it was believed that the battery
was dead. One of the team had been waunded in the foot. All the others were
physically OK. Since the mission ent ailed no quick scramble, the briefing and
preplanning resulted in excellent coordination throughout the mission. Sandy
O4's directions to the Jolly Green's were clear armd slort and his supervision
of all aircraft in the area to insure no collision courses was ocutstanding.
Ther e was no enemy action inwlved during the mission.

Det 9-38-31-28 Oct (RCC Narrative)

(c) (GP-4) Det 9, 38th ARRSq was notif ied at 2115 hours on 28 October 1966

by the AF AIO at 3-Golf of the need to med evac nine wounded U.S. Army
soldiers, members of the 25th Inf Div, from 14-06N 107-33E. Three of the
wourled were listed as critical and it was doubtful trat they would make

it through the night . JSARC was contacted and told of the circumstances and
gave the approval to lainch. The secondary crew was :n the BOQ.and barracks
and after notification arrived at the line at 2130. The aircraft were refueled
and launched at 2140. The full moon aided in navigation and Plei Djereng was
‘visible from 10 miles East. Contact was made with Conpose. 02 who was con-
trolling the operation in the area. As we came up on channel, Compose 02 was
briefing a flight of A-1Es and an AC-47 for air strikes into the area just east
of the point of pick-up. Compose 02 stated that the air strikes would be held
until after the med evac was completed.
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M 3d ARRGp Hist, Oct-Dec 66

Compose 02 contacted Cobra 19, the company commander requesting the med evac, and
he stated that there had been no contact for forty five minutes. Compose 02 led
Pedro 42 into the pick up point and Cobra 19 ignited a flare to mark his exact
position. Pedro 56 maintained an orbit at 4,000 feet, while the AC-47 held 4,500
and the A-1Es held 5,000. Compose 02 orbited at minirum terrain clearance. Pedro
L2 established his hover and lowered the hoist with ths pararescue specialist and
two semi-rigid letters. The trees were 100 to 150 feet and it was difficult to
thread the cable down, as it was catching on the tree limbs. Pedro 42 picked up
the three most cirtically wounded and lowered the hoist for the fourth pickup.
Pedro 42 had been hovering for approximately 25 minutes at the time. Pedro 56
had requested 42 to give some time prior to leaving ths spot so that 56 could
make his approach to the spct in minimum time. Prior to raising the hoist,
Pedro 42 was told, "Pedro, you better get out, we're " and 56 looked to the

spot and saw a white flash. There was no radio transrission fram 42 or from
Cobra 19. Pedro 42 could be seen burning on the jurgle floor. The time was
2240. Compose 02 immedi ately called in the air strikes for the area as planned,
napalm and 260 frags. The strikes were directed at an area 100 meters East,

100 meters North and 200 meters South of 4L2's postion. The air strikes by

the A-1E's (1st ACS and the AC-47 (4th ACS) were outstanding. Both hit the
exact area assigned and both received secondary explosions. The following
events took place almost simultaneously and several details only became known
after the pararescue speciali st Airman Second Class Allen R. Stamek was picked
up later on, 29 October 1966. The attack on Pedro 42 was the start of an
offensive thrust by the North Vietnamese Forces. Cobra 19 company was hit with
small arms fire. The helicopter crashed through 150 feot trees cartwheeled
forward and landed inverted. Airman Stamek and several soldiers rushed to the
wreckage, and even though it was burming, they broke through the bubble and
extracted the pilot. The fire was too intense in the cabin, and though a
trench was duyg to get the spilled fuel to run off, they were unable to get the
occupants out. The four men in the cabin, three wounced and the crew chief,
Airman Second Class Francis Rice perished. While the men extracted the piloct
and copilot, the company suffered several WIA by exposing themselves. As soon
as the pilots were out of the wreckage, Cohra 19 had Fand combat at several
postions along the defense perimeter. Airman Stanek reported that the NVN Army
mde sucidal attacks amd resorted to jumping into defensive positions. Pedro
56 continued to orbit the area until after the air strikes were completed in
the hope that we could return to the site and pickup survivors. Cobra 19
transmitted after 15 minutes and stated that the fighting was heavy. Pedro

56 stayed in the area for another five to ten minutes and then followed

Compose 02 to a forward med evac station, 3-Golf, fiwve miles South of the

Plei Djereng Special Forces Camp. The company commander told Airman Stanek
that he saw the helicopter get shot down. He heard ard saw the 8l mm anti-
tank rocket leave the tube and followed it to the helicopter. Several of the
other men said that they saw the rocket leaving a trail of sparks on its way
towards the helicopter. The man that fired the rocket was killed and the
company captured the weapon.
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3d ARRGp Hist, Oct-Dec 66

We landed at 2310 amd conmtacted Pleiku AB via field phone, notifying them of

the status. At 2345 Cobra 19 advised us not to try ard return to the area
until daylight. We were told that the pilot and copiot had survived the

crash but were injured. We departed 3-Golf at OCO5L 29 October amd landed at
Pleiku at 00O0L. This was the first mission that Det 9 received any hits from
ground fire, Det 9 has received ground fire on several previous missions both
ACR and med evac, but did not swtain any hits. I have several recommendations
to mke. First I suggest that a hoist with a faster re-wind capability be
installed on the HH-43F. Second, as mentioned on previous narratives, I suggested
that the heavy armor vests (bullet proof) be made available to all ACR detach-
ment s. Though vests are programmed for September 1967, I feel that this is not
soon enough. We have arequirement for them now. Several detachments are find-
ing used vests available from some that the Army has discarded. However, I find
this less than satisfactory. Third, I suggest that serious considerations be
given to the continuance of the med evac mission. It is a necessary one, but
‘gives several detachments much over exposure to hostile action. I do mt feel
that Air Rescue Recovery Service can say no to the Army, when they have men
dying on the battlefield and we have the only means of saving their lives. It
is a high risk mission, but ore we must be willing to assume.¥ 'Je departed
Pleiku at 0720 on 29 October 1966 to pick uwp Captain Termeys and Lt Bormell and
K2C Stanek and one WIA at the crash site of Pedro 42 [14-06N 107-33E). Weather
was VFR with patchy ground fog which presented no problem. We landed at Landing
Zone 3-Golf at O745 for briefing on security of area and arrangememt of Gunships.
After departing the LZ we were advised by the FAC, CO4POSE 05, to sneak up a
valley from the south at low level to awid being seen or heard until we had

at least reached the pickup point. This we did at abbut 90 knots and established
a hover over the spot at about 0825. We lowered Sgt Jenkins, owr Pararescue
Special ist, with semi-rigid litters, to help Airman Stanek who had been out
there all night. We hovered for about five minutes when we heard gunfire and
the people on the grourd waved us off. We had the hoist out about 50 feet

and AlC Hull, our Crew Chief, began pulling in what hz could by hard while we
took off. No hits were taken. We headed out the same way we had come in and
orbit ed at the end of the valley for about five minutes and went back in.

The FAC advised us that what we had heard was probably the Gunships making
passes nearby and the ground party told us to get out, after experiencing what
had haprened the night before at this same spot. We went up the valley again
and hovered behind a tree over the ground troops. Ai~man Hull pulled up Lt
Bonnell first and then Captain Vermeys. Lt Bormell was having trouble
breathing and blood was bubbling up thraugh the tracheotomy tube so we decided
to take them to LZ 3-Golf immediately so they could be evacuated to Pleiku.

It took us about 20 minutes to get them into our bird. We were hovering at
approximtely 100 feet. It was a 10 minute flight to the LZ where medical

help was waiting. We were low on fuel at this time so we flew to the Plei
Djereng Special Forces Camp and refueled before going to pick up the Army

WIA, Airman Stanek and SSgt Jenkins.

# Continuation of mission the following morming.
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F3CM: Det 9, 38th ARSSq(Capt Bergold/418L)

SUBJECT: lission Narrative, 9-38-31-28 October 1966

20: 3rd ARPGp (RGOS)
AFO 96307 '4

1. (8) Det 9 38th \R23q was notified at 2115 hours on 28 October 1966 L’

by the .:F ALC at 3-Golf of the need to med evac nine wounded U, 3. Am

soldiers, members of tke 25th Inf Div, from 1L4-QEN 107-33E. Three of

the wounded were listed as critical and it was dcubtful that they would

make it throuszh the night. JSARC was cont-~ted 2z told of the circum-

stances and gave the approval to launch., Thc sec p2nr crew was in ile
I,C. and barracks and after notification ardivec =2v ¢ Tine ab 2430, The
aircra 4 were refueled ard launched at 2.L4C. The 71l [ con aided irn
navigation and Flei Djereng was visible fror 1{ niles Ezst. Conbtact s

made with Compose 02 who was controlling the operation in the area. ..c

é? » lwe came up on chamnel, Compose 02 was briefing 2 flizht of A-1E's and an
~J

YTAR G f1a

4 ’ to leaving the spot so that 56 could make his aprro-ch to the spot in
¥
2

L7 for air strikes into the area Just east of the point of pick up.

vac was completed, Connose O? coqtacted Cobra 19, the company cow*ander
frequesting the med evac, and he stated that there had been no contzct for

\“l

n
{Q;§f“r+y five minutes. Corrose 02 lead Pedro 42 into the pick up point and

Cobra 19 iznited a flare to mark his exact position. Pedro 56 maintained
an orbit at 4,000 feet, while the iC=47 held 4,5C0 and the i=1E's held
5,0C0. Compose 02 or-bited at minimom terrain clearance. Pedro 42 established

his hover and lowered the hoist with the pararescue specialist and two seni-
rigid litters., The trees were 100 to 150 feet zrd it was difficult to thread
the cable down, as it was catching on the tree limbs,

(8) Fedro 42 picked uz the three most criticzly wounded and lowered the
hoist for the fourth pickup., Fedro 42 had beer rovering for arproximately
25 minutes at this time, Pedro 56 had requested 42 to give some time prior

minimum time. Prior to raising the hoist, Pedro 42 was told, "Fedro, you
better get out, we're" and 56 looked to the spot and saw a white flash.
There was no radio transmission from 42 or from Cobra 19. Pedro 42 could
be seen burning on the juncle floor. The time was 2240. Compose 02
inmediately called in the air strikes for the area as planned, naplam and .
260 frags. The strikes were directed at an area 100 neters East, 100 X
meters North and 200 meters South of 42's positicn. The air strikes by '
)

the A-1%!s Slst ACS) nd the AC-47 (L4th ACS) were outstanding. Both hit NS
[ the exact area assigned and both received seccndary explosions. Q!
3., (S) The following events took place almost simultaneously and severall
details only becare known after the pararescue srecialist Airman Second \\5
Class Allen R. Stanek was picked up on 29 October 1966, The attack on .
Pedro 42 was the start of an offensive thrust by the North Vietnamese \\\ﬂ
Forces, Cobra 19 company was hit with small arme fire. The helicopter

crashed through 150 foot trees cartwheeled forward and landed inverted.
Airman Stanek and several soldiers rushed to the wreckage, and even thoup

T

]

it was burning, they broke through <-e bubble anc extracted the pilot. E;?
l < |

&

Dow win - 23030

The fire was too intense in the czbin, and though a trench was dug to g
the spilled fuel to run off, they were unable to zet the occupants out

l i J The four men in the cabin, three wounded and the crew chief Airman 2C
rancis Nice Derlshed. Vihile the me é;ex'tracted the pilot and copilot, thez L; (;_
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. }gilot had survived the crash but were injured. /e departed 3=Golf at

D
75,

“fmission that Det 9 received any hit

Y ceived ground fire on several previous mission, both IC:
Sibut did not sustain any hits.

Or Change(] " ()

company suffered several Wl.. by exposing tkerselr s. As soon as the

rilots were out of the wreckage, Cobra 19 had baszcorbht at several
positicns zlong the defense perimeter. Airman Stanek reported that /é/
the NVi's made suicidal att:ocks and resorted to jumping into defensive
positions., Fedro 56 continued to orbit the area until after the air
strikes were completed in the hope thzt we could return to the site

and pickup survivors. Cobra 19 transnitted after 15 minutes and stated
that the fighting was hezvy. Tredro 5¢ stayed in the area for another

five to ten minutes and then followed Compose 02 to a forward med evac

station, 3-Gelf, five miles South of the Plei Djerang Special Forces Camp.
The company corrander told :irman Stanek that he saw thz helicopter get

shot dowm. [jg heard nd saw the 8l rx anii-tank rockei leave tle tube

ﬂ.nd follcwec 1t to th: helicopter.: several of tre ot.-r men said Gl

they saw the rceckel Jeavinz.a trail of sparks on its .« towards the heli-

9“;,;. Thr WL that fired the rocket was killed ar: g compant caititirec _.:if’}w
We landed at 2310 and contacted -leiku ... via field phone, g

At 2345 Covra 19 advised us not to try and

notifying them of the status.
e were told that the pilot and co~

return to the area until daylight.

Q05L 29 October and landed at Fleiku at C030L., This was the first
s from ground fire. Det 9 has re-
1 and med evac,

Firet I sugszest that a hoist [

e ing ed on the EHE-/3F. Second, as ;
mertloned on previous narratives, I sucgested thet the heavy armour vests ;}<1Dfi
(bullet oroof ) be made available to all ACR cdetachments. Though vests are f
prosrarmed for Serterber 1967, I feel that this is not soon enough. ‘e i

have a reguirerient for them now. Ieveral detachments are finding used i

vests available from some that the Army has discerded. However, I find

this less than satisfactory. Third, I suggest that serious considerations

be giver to the continuance of the med evzc mission. It is a necessary

one, but gives several det-chments much over exposure to hostile action,

I do not feel that ‘ir Gescue Recovery 3ervice cen say no to the Army,

when they have men dying on the battlefield and we have the only means 0%

offsaving their lives. If is a high risk mission, but one we must be will-

ing to assume.

5., Crewmembers:

FODR0 L2 ZEDAQ 56

RCC - CAFTAIN CARLTON P. VERMNEYS - RCC - CAITAIN FREDAIK M. BERGOID
CF - 2ND LT GEOIGE H. BONNELL, III CP - CArTAIN DAIE R. TYREE

HM - A2C FRANCIS D. RICE. HM - A2C ROBERT L. RYBAK

RS - A2C ALLEN . STANEK S A2C MICHEAL J. ROSLER

Z.;tain, USAF ARODC # . Z{_}} é/
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FRCM: Det 9, 38th ARRSq(It Davis/418L) 2 November 1966

SUBJIICT: 1lission Narrative, 9-38-31-28 October 1266 \
- =5 \)
TC: 3rd ARRGD (3c0s)
ArQ 06307

1. (S) e departed Pleiku at 0720 on 29 October 1966 to pick up Captain
Vermeys and Lt Bonnell and 12C Stanek and one WI. at the crash site of
redro 42 (14-06N 107-33E). “jeather was VFR with otatchy ground fog which
presented no problem, 'e landed at Landing Zone 3-Golf at O745 for brief-

in- on security of area and arrangrent o. Zunships. “ter deme *1r1 +}"ﬂ

L? we were advised by the FuiC, CCX-C3E 05, to sneak up a vall
soutl: ¢ low level to aveoid being seer or heard untfl & had ot Lenst recched
the piiloup poinmt. This we did at about 9U knots arn. wuitablisses a wmver
over Lhe spot 2t about 0825. Ile lowereé 3gt Jenkins, cur Fz=.u "sscue Cuecial-
ist, with semi-rigid litters; to help Airman Stansk who had been out there

21l night. Ve hovered for about five rinutes when we heard gunfire and the
peovle on the ground waved us off. We had the hoist out about 50 feet and
AlC Hull, our Crew Chief, began pulling in what hes could by hand while we
took off. Mo hits were taken. e headed out the same way we had comein
and orbited at the end of the valley for about five minutes and went back
sin, The FiC advised us that what we had heard was probably the Gunships
making passes nearby and the ground party told us to get out, after ex-
, ’? periencing what had happened the night before at -his same spot. Ve went
“9 R up the valley again and hovered behind a tree over the ground troops.
Adrman Hull pulled up Lt. Bonnell first and then Captain Vermeys. Lt.
w1 [¥ Bonnell was having trouble breathing and blood was bubbling up through the
\ {‘ tracheotomy tube so we decided to take them to LZ 3-Golf irmediately so
% they could be evacuated to “leiku. It took us about 20 minutes to zet
5 !4 them into our bird. Ue were hovering at approxdmately 100 feet. It was
r\-)@, ~ a 10 minute flight to the LZ where medical help was waiting., lle were low
et on fuel at this time so we flew to the Plei Djereng Special Forces Camp
- % and refueled before goinz to pick up the Army WI:, Airman Stanek and SSgt
; Jenkins., Ve were orbiting to the south waiting t> go in when Compose 05
o bdvised us that the area was under attack again a1d the ground party said
El to stay out., During our orbit we were advised that a UH-1 had gone down
< near the river. When we arrived at the crash all crewmen were being pick-
5‘& ed up by another UH-1l. We returned to LZ 3-Golf wo wait. While at the
1Z a Dustoff pilot asked us to help them pickup eight wounded troops at
14-01N 107-28%, We were told it would be at leas: an hour before we could
% get bzck to our first pickup point, so we followed the Dustoff bird to the
by
n
w
<

,
d

P

SLASSITFA .,

new area. \ie had trouble contzcting the people on the ground and orbited
% * for about 30 minutes looking for them. The Dustoff bird I*ad found them and
% taken two out. e finally spotted tmﬁw pt in., We were

% in a hover at 1100 and lowered our 1 ter e man we pick=-

i ed up had a bad abdominal wound and % EIKENBIT ther litter so we

- had no cther means to pick up anothe uT mrﬁor had been
= left on the ground with Sgt Jenkins. ot critical so

we pulled off the spot at 1110 and took our wound=d to LZ 3-Golf. Cantaln

~ @3 Ilowery and I decided to return to Pleiku for horsz collars and semi-ri
- . lltters. Wle refueled once more and returned to Pleiku at 120C hours, é/
/AP«JLV =
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2. (8) Captain Tyree and Captain Bergold took ov¥r during the after—
noon, A helicopter and ccmplete crew were due in that afternoon from
Nha Trang and Captain Lowery and myself were to take their bird and re-
turn to LZ 3-Colf. Pedro 56 was shot down about 3 hours later and our
Headquarters advised us to suspend med evac missions. Fedro 98, from
Nha Trang, was restricted to LBE only.

3. (S) The recomm
lie were puf 1n a danger position by having to pull off the spot with 50 feet
of cable out. Uith a faster re-wind capability, we could be assured of not
dragging the cable through tree tops and reducing the possibility of snapop—
ing a badly needed cable.
— e

L. (S) Crewrembers:

ACC - 1STLT MICHAEL E. DAVIS, FV3137964
CP - CIPTAIN DARELL A, LOWERY, FV31174L6
25 - SSGT CHARIES JENKINS, AF21964225

KN - AIC HARRY J. HULL, AF19788850

; el 2/
MICHAEL E, DAVIS, 13TLT, USAF
Rescue Crew Commander

C2
(@]
|

jon for a hich-spmeed hoist cannot be overemphasized.
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We landed at 2310 and conmtacted Pleiku AB via field rhone, notifying them of

the status. At 2345 Cobra 19 advised us not to try and return to the area

until daylight. We were told that the pilot and copilot had survived the

crash but were injured. We departed 3-Golf at OCO5L 29 October amd landed at
Pleiku at 0O030L. This was the first mission that Det 9 received any hits from
ground fire. Det 9 has received ground fire on several previous missions both
ACR and med evac, but did not suwstain any hits. I have several recommendations
to mke. First I suggest that a hoist with a faster re-wind capability be
installed on the HH=-43F. Second, as mentioned on previous narratives, I suggested
that the heavy armor vests (bullet proof) be made aveilable to all ACR detach-
ment s. Though vests are programmed for September 19¢7, I feel that this is not
soon enough. We have arequirement for them now. Several detachments are find-
ing used vests available from some that the Army has discarded. However, I find
this less than satisfactory. Third, I suggest that cerious considerations be
given to the continuance of the med evac mission. It is a necessary one, but
‘g€ives several detachments much over exposure to hostile action. I do mot feel
that Air Rescue Recovery Service can say no to the Army, when they have men
dying on the battlefield and we have the only means ¢f saving their lives. It
is a high risk mission, but ore we must be willing tc assume,¥* We departed
Pleiku at 0720 on 29 October 1966 to pick wp Captain Vermeys and Lt Bommell and
A2C Stanek and one WIA at the crash site of Pedro 42 (14-06N 107-33E). Weather
was VFR with patchy ground fog which presented no prcblem. We landed at Landing
Zone 3-Golf at O745 for briefing on security of area and arrangement of CGunships.
After departing the LZ we were advised by the FAC, COMPOSE 05, to sneak up a
valley from the south at low level to awid being seen or heard until we had

at least reached the pickup point. This we did at alout 90 knots and established
a hover over the spot at about 0825. We lowered Sgt Jenkins, owr Pararescue
Special ist, with semi-rigid litters;, to help Airman 5tanek who had been out
there all night. We hovered for about five minutes when we heard gunfire and
the people on the grourd waved us off. We had the hoist out about 50 feet

and A1C Hull, our Crew Chief, began pulling in what he could by hand while we
took off. No hits were taken. We headed out the same way we had come in and
orbit ed at the end of the valley for about five minut.es and went back in.

The FAC advised us that what we had heard was probabl.y the Gunships making
passes nearby and the ground party told us to get ou:, after experiencing what
had happened the night before at this same spot. We went up the valley again
and hovered behind a tree over the ground troops. Airman Hull pulled up Lt
Bonnell first and then Captain Vermeys. Lt Bomell was having trouble
breathing and blood was bubbling up thraugh the tracheotomy tube so we decided
to take them to LZ 3-Golf immediately so they could he evacuated to Pleiku.

It took us about 20 minutes to get them into our bird. We were hovering at
approximtely 100 feet. It was a 10 minute flight to the LZ where medical

help was waiting. We were low on fuel at this time 3o we flew to the Plei
Djereng Special Forces Camp and refueled before going to pick up the Army

WIA, Airman Stanek and SSgt Jenkins.

3d ARRGp Hist, Oct-Dec 66

# Continuation of mission the following morning.
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We were orbiting to the south waiting to go in when Ccmpose 05 advised us that
the area was under attack again and the ground party said to stay owt. During
our orbit we were advised that a UH-1 had gone down near the river. When we
arrived at the crash all crewmen were being picked up by another UH-1. We
returned to LZ 3-Golf to wait. While at the LZ a Dustoff pilot asked us to
help them pickup eight wounded troops at 14-01N 107-26E. We were told it would
be at least an hour before we could get back to our first pickup point, so we
followed the Dustoff bird to the new area. We had trouble contacting the people
on the ground and orhbited for abouw 30 minutes looking for them. The Dustoff
bird had found them and taken two out. We finally spctted their smoke grenade
and wert in. We were in a hover at 1100 and lowered cur last Semi-rigid litter.
The man we picked up had a bad abdominal wound and couvldn't be taken off the
litter so we had no other means to pick up another mar, as ow forest pene-
trator had been left on the ground with Sgt Jenkins. The other wounded were
not critical so we pulled off the spot at 1110 and tock owr wounded to LZ
3-Golf. Captain Lowery and I decided to return to Pleiku for horse collars
and semi-rigid litters. We refueled once mare and retumed to Pleiku at

1200 hours. Captain Tyree and Captain Bergold took over during the afternoon.
A helicopter and complete crew were due in that afterroon from Nha Trang amd
Captain Lowery and myself were to take their bird and return to LZ 3-Golf.
Pedro 56 was shot down about 3 hours later and our Headquarters advised us

to suspend med evac missions. Pedro 98, from Nha Trang, was restricted to

LBR only. The recommendation for a high-speed hoist camot be overemphasized.
We were put in a tough position by having to pull of{ the spot with 50 feet
of cable ot . With a faster re-wind czpability, we cculd be assured of not
dragging the cable through tree tops and reducing the possibility of smapping
a badly needed cable.* On 29 October 1966, Pedro 56 hzad returned to Pleiku at
1200L for needed equipment and a crew change. Det 9 was informed the follow-
ing med evac requirements existed: (1) three seriously wourded plus our two
pararescuemen (PJs) at the crash site; (2) one seriously wounded at 14-07N
107-40E; (3) and 3 critically wounded at 14-O0N, 107--29E. We were given

FAC and grourd call signs and frequencies. We departed Pleiku at 1300L. When
we arrived over Polei Djerang, we contacted the FAC and were advised the first
order of business was at the site of Pedro 42's crash. Two gunships that were
waiting for us just south of the pickup point were cottacted, and the flight
flew up the valley to the site. The UH-1ls made two low level passes over the
area and Pedro 56 made an approach. Because we were heavy on fuel, only one
man was recovered and returmed to Landing Zone (LZ) 3-Golf. The ground party
reque sted we med evac about 10 more out, but another agency, presumably the
Battalion Commander, came up on frequency and advised differently. Because
none of the remainirg personnel required immediate med evac, he wanted them

to wait until a LZ could be hacked out for dust-of f aircraft in order to cut
down our exposure. We agreed. We then returned and ocicked up our two PJs

ard lowered a chain saw and fuel to the ground party. At this point, owr

fuel state was such that we could pick up one additional man, so we proceeded
to the second point before dropping our two PJs off at LZ 3-Golf.

3d ARRGp Hist, Oct-Dec 66

#* Continuation of mission after crew change.

16



Robert1
Line

Robert1
Line


(i

It took several minutes to contact the ground party, amd then found they had
only a heat stroke victim who was up and walking. They were in persuit of
enemy forces and did not want us to pick up their man as it would alert them
to the situation. We explained to the FAC that we cculd not expose our air-
craft for a non-serious case. We then proceeded to 1.Z 3-Golf to drop off our
two PJs and to refuel. The last portion of the mission was to extract 3
critically wounded from a partially cleared LZ at 14-O0N, 107-29E. After
refueling, we once again linked up with ouwr FAC and cur two gunships. We
arrived over the LZ and the gunships looked it over. It seemed quiet and

the ground party said the area had been quiet all afternoon. He requested

we expedite as three of the thirty wounded were fadirg. While we were on
fimal approach, he reported one man had died. The LZ was not suitable for
landi ng, but we were able to hover below the tops of the trees, greatly
cutting down our exposure. We lowered Amn Kelsey to the groumd amd quickly
hoisted two aboard. Sgt Brundridge advised one man was in very bad shape,
bleeding badly and had a weak pulse. We immediately took off for LZ 3-Golf.
After- we off -loaded the two men, we were advised the one had died enroute
(later were told the man was the one reported having died while we were on
final). After about 10 minutes ground time, we departed, joining up with
gunships and FAC over the pickup point. Two UH-1ls had been in the LZ for

a low hover pickup of 2 men each. Then an Amy Hiller came in and picked

up two more. By the time we arrived over the area, = CH-47 Chinook heli-
copter was in the LZ at a low hover. Picking up the rest of the wounded and
all of the KIA victims, the Chinoock departed. We then went in, dropped off
three chain saws and picked up Amn Kelsey and one hezt exhaustion case. We
took of f and started owr climbout. After flying a shrort distance and climbing
to about 7-8000 feet, we came under automatic weapons fire. We heard several
shots, then several hits, then several more shots. The enemy gumner had
caught us briefly in the middle of a 5-7 second volley. We called ground fire
and maintained cowrse, discovering the helicopter was apparently not signifi-
cant 1y damaged to prevent flight. No control or engine damage was apparent,
so we continued east toward LZ 3-Golf, which was row about seven miles away.
Meanwhile, during the ground fire, Sgt Brundridge saw the Pyrotechnics con-
tainer take a round. It began smoking, followed by an intense fire between
it and the M-16 ammo container. Without hesitation, Sgt Brundridge tossed
out the pyro container and observed it to explode with an approximately ten-
foot fireball after falling a few yards from the helicopter. He still had
the amo can in his left hand and noticed a six inch torch flame emitting
from a bullet hole. Out it went also. Sgt Brundridge's presence of mind
and unhesitating action saved the aircraftand crew. About five miles short
of the LZ 3-Golf , Amn Kelsey saw smoke trailing fror the bottom of the
helicopter. I gave a may-day and began an immediate power-off approach to

a U.5. Army artillery battalion, LZ 3-Hotel, which lay conveniently dead
ahead. Sgt Brumdridge, with Amn Kelsey holding his legs, hung out the

cabin door and by holding on to a bear-paw, scamed the bottom of the
helicopter.

i e
|
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A minimum hover to a power on landing was made and the aircraft was quickly
evacuated by ore very fortumte crew plus med-evacuee. The smoke must have
been pyro smoke that had filled the fuel tank area through the btullet hole.

A total of seven 12.75 mm bullets had struck the helicopter. One through a
blade just inboard of the spring constant area. It left a 2 inch exit hole,
destroying about half of the spar, chord wise, in that area. One bullet
drilled a neat hole through the engine oil inlet lire continuing into and out
of the right shaft housing and damaging the right tower bearing assembly. One
came up through the left forward fuel tank, through the ARC-34 radio, the pyro
contairer, deflected through the M=16 ammo container, “hrough a frame member
ard was stopped by the co-pilot 's shoulder-level armor plating. One bullet
came up through the chin, then back out just above the chin armor, taking off
quite a large portion of the PA horn mount. Two more went through the empanange.
The helicopter was secured and stripped of equipment, and the crew began coordi-
nating for a ride back to Pleiku. The Air Force Liaison Officer at LZ 3-Golf
was contacted ard he began coordinating for any Amy hzlicopters enroute to
Pleiku to stop at LZ 3= Hofel te pick us up. However, Pedro 98, an HH-43F from
Det 12, Nha Trang had been dispatched into the area and arrived on scene. The
crew, commarded by Lt William Wirstrom, took three of 1s with equipment back to
Pleiku, arnd then made another sortie for the remaining three members of our unit.
As a result of the series of sorties flown during this mission, several things
have come to light. The URT-10 radio is not reliable when the PJ is directly
urder the hovering helicopter. Sgt Jenkins had to relay through the company
FM radio which was several yards away. This added to the hover time., Although
we can never be guaranteed safety, I feel the med-evac mission can be continued
with good results by minimizing the danger: (1) by lowering the PJ, all of the
litters and a chain saw, the pilots can depart while the PJ completely prepares
the area; (2) the PJ then can cut either an LZ or a low-hover area to cut down
on the exposure radius; (3) while the hoist operator is arranging an evacuee in
the rear of the helicopter, the pilot can lower the hoist for the next pickup.
Note: only when the clearing is large enough, and wita the HM checking the
progress; (4) ard by insuring the groumd party understards we only bring out the
critical cases, leaving the others to wait until an LZ can be bullt for Army
UH-1 dust off aircraft. During this series of missions, the problem of litter
spinning was frequently encountered. A 200' rope will be used so the PJ can
stabilize the litter from the ground. The litter can be untethered and the
rope dropped as soon as the HM lays hands on the litter. It is virtually
impossible to take on two or more litt er cases when the rear armor doors are
closed. Det 9 suggests they be relocated further aft. The semi-rigid litters
should be rolled up before lowering to the ground by the hoist as rotor wash
swings them araund too much. A fast wind, variable speed hoist should be
developed for combat use. We further suggest that pyrotechnics aboard the
aircraft be carried in an ammor plated comtaimer. It is the plan of this unit
to construct a container from salvaged amor from Pedr> 42.
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UNCLAS KRGCO w1108 JULx 66, PERSONAL BALL TO TYREE,

MY CONGRATULATION FOR A FINE RESCUE OF THE DONED HEUY CREW ON
28 (PLUS 29) JUQ. YOU HAVE AGAIN DEMONSTRATED YOUR SUPERB ABILITY
TO COORDINATE AND COMPLETE UCOMPLEX MISSION, KEEP UP THE
E@CELLENT WORK.
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LXB0NAL COL SMLTH TU CAPT TYREE, LT DAVIS AND CRE«S.
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3d ARRGp Hist, Oct-Dec 66

1. (U) In the late afternoon of 18 October 1966, Crown Bravo (HU-p.6 SK 5171L5)
on orbit mission (Det 1-3-78-18 Oot) over the Culf of Tonidn failed to return to
home base at Danang. Control agency became aware of pousible smmrgency because of .
lack of operations normal reports from Crown Bravo at 1700L and 173Q0L. Organized -
search began that evening and contimued until 1820L eon 25 October 66 with no sight.-
ings or findings reported. Adrcraft was assimed to’ 37 ARRSq and had a total of
seven crewmen aboard, Loss of the 'HU-16 amphibian’was reported as missing due to
hostile action.

J. (U) on 20 October. Joﬁy Green 02 (SR 65-—12'778) nh an ACR mission (Dot 2-
3-117-20 O¢t) was disabled by smmpected ememy ground fire,  0il pressurs was lost
and the HH-3E helicopter was forced to land in a hostile "area.  The crew amd a
recertly recovened suyfvivor were quickly taken atoard tls other HH-3E (high bird)
and they departed the area. RESC(RT (A-1Es) destroyed the disabled Jolly Green
to prevent it from falling into unfrizndly hands.”

e

k. (U) On 28 October Pedro 42 (HH-LB?, SN 62-4511) on an Army Med Evac mission
(Det 9-38-71-28 Oct) near Pleiku was shot down and burmned. Three evacusdes and the
F'll.t’ht Mechanic in the rear of the helicopter were killad. Army troops and the

Fararescueman (PJ) on the ground helved get the Pilot axd Copilot out of the
sirning wreckage uadsr enesy fire. The FJ, Pilot and Copilot wePeRflcwn out the
next morning by another Fedro helicopter. The Corilot subsequantly died from
injuries received in the shooting down and crash of the helicopter.

1. (U) In the afternoon of 29 Cct Pedro 56 (SN-62-4,525) flying in support
of the mission (Det 9-32-31-28 Cct) in which Pedro 42 wis lost, received a
roller of grouncdfire arnd tad to make a fcrced landirg abt Amy LZ 3-Hotel, near
Pl xu., Crew sustained cnly mudnor injuries and was returned to Pleiku that
af*ernoen., FH=L3 (Pedr: 55) was repaired locally and is bazk in operation.

mi (1) On 15 November, Detachwent 11, 38 ARRSq located at Tuy Hoa AB, SVN
becams operatioral. Tuy Hca is situated approximateiy 0 miles north of Nna
Trang on the Vietnam coast. OCne HH-43B is presertly assigred; however, a
second Hi-43 will ke nlaced there when resources perait.

n. (C}(GP=L) Jolly Green 52 (SN 64-14229) lost transmission oil pressure (15 Nov)
sbo**‘ly after launch on an ACR mission and made a forced landing. Parts were
disvatched 1nd maitensnce perfermed in the field. On return, severe trans-
mission prohlems dewveloned after short fiimt ard Jolly Green 52 was forced
tc land. Dueste uncerta:n recertion by lccal populace, crew was evacuated ’and
friendly forces surrliea o prctect a‘rcraft until repairs could be mde.

Aireraft subsequently reraired at landing sive and flown to secure base.

\n



Robert1
Line

Robert1
Line


3d ARRGp Hist, Oct-Dec 66

i. (U) In the late afterncon of 18 October 1966, Crown Bravo (HU-16, SK 5171L5) -
on orbit mission (Det 1-3-78-18 Oct) over the Culf of Tonkin failed to return to :
home base at Danang. Control agency became aware of possible smmrgency because of
lack of operations normal reports from Crown Bravo at 1700L and 1730L. Organized
search began that evening and contimued until 1820L on 25 October 66 with no sight- .
ings or findings reported. Alrcraft was assismed to 37 ARRSq and had a total of
seven crewmen aboard., Loss of the HU-16 amphibian’was repcrted as missing due to
hostile action. (g

3. (U) on 20 October JoIly Green 02 (SN 65-12778) ch an ACR mission (Det 2-
3-117-20 0ft) was disabled by swpected eremy ground fire, il pressure was lost -
and the HH-3E helicopter was forced to land in a hostile area. The crew amd a
recertly recovened suyfvivor were quickly taken abtoard tle other HH-3E (high bird)
and they departed the area. RESC(RT (A-1Es) destroyed the disabled Jolly Green
to ,prevent it from falling into unfriendly hands.’ ' '

k. (U) On 28 October Pedro 42 (HH-43P, SN 62-4511) on an Army Med Evac mission
(Det 9-38-21-28 Oct) near Pleiku was shot down and burned. Three evacuées and the
Flicht Mechanic in the rear of the helicopter were killed. Amy troops and the
Fararmscueman (PJ) on the graund helped get the Pilot ard Copilot out of the
crning wreckage undsr enesy fire. The FJ, Pilot and Copilot were flcwn out the
next merning by another Fedro helicopter. The Copilot subsequeantly died from
infuries received in the shooting down and crash of the helicopter.

1. (U) In the afternocn of 29 Cct Pedro 56 (SN-62-4525) flying in surport
of the mission (Det 9-32-31-28 Cct) in which Pedro 42 wis lost, received a
velleyr of grouncdfire anl Yad to make a fcrced landirg at Amy LZ 3-Hotel, near

Pl xu. OJrew sustained unly minor injuries and was returned to Pleiku that
af~arnceon. FHE=L43 (Pedr: 55) was repaired locally and is back in operation.

m. (1) Cn 15 Novemher, Detachment 11, 38 ARRSq located at Tuy Hoa AB, SWN
hecams operatioral. Tuyr Hea is situated approximateliy 0 miles north of Nha
Trang on the Vietnam coast. OCne HH-43B is presertliy assigred; however, a
second Hi-43 will be nlaceld there when resources permit.

n. (C}(GP-L4) Jolly Gr=en 52 (SN 64L-14229) lost traismission oil pressure (15 Nov)
shortly after launch on an ACR mission and made a forced landing. Parts were
disvatcred and mairtensnce perfcrmed in the field. On return, severe trans-
missisn prohlems develowed after short fiimt and Jolly Green 52 was forced
tc land. Dues tc uncertain recertion by lccal populace, crew was evacuated and
f-iendly forces surrliesa w prctect a‘rcraft until repairs could be mde.
Aircraft subsequently reraired at landing sive and flown to secure base.
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Combat Loss of Personnel

Mission 1-3-78-18 October 1966. It began in a rou-

tine manner as so many others had for Major Angstadt and
his crew of the HU-16B, 51-7145., The Major was scheduled
to fly a precautionary orbit over the Gulf of Tonkin to
aid fighter pilots who might require assistance.

The fear that all was not well with 7145 was born
when one of those "Operation Normal' reports was not
received. A search, which was begurn immediately and was
suspended on 26 March, never revealed any information on

the fate of 7145 or the seven Rescuemen aboard.

A list of the crewmen who are missing follows: 22
Crewmen Position Unit
Angstadt, Ralph H., Maj RCC 37th ARRSqg
Long, John H. S., 1lst Lt Copilot 37th ARRSq
Rackley, Inzar W., Jr., Nav 37th ARRSqg
Capt
Hill, Robert L., TSgt FM 37th ARRSqg
Clark, Lawrence (NMI), RO 37th ARRSqg
Ssgt
_ Adams, Steven H., A2C PJ 33rd ARRSg
Shoneck, John R., SSgt FM Det 7, 38th
ARRSq
C4

Mission 9-38-31-29 October 1966. This was a heli-

copter mission for the medical evacuation of wounded

25, TsSgt Philip N. McKinnon, ARPCB.
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U.S. Army soldiers from a point near Pleiku AB, Vietnam.
Captain Carlton P. Vermeys was departing the pickup point
with three wounded soldiers when his helicopter, HH-43F
62-4511, was struck and downed by hostile fire. Of this
four-man crew from the Detachment 9, 38th ARRSg, two
escaped serious injury, one was seriously injured, and
one was killed at the time the heli:zopter crashed. A2C
Francis D. Rice, AF22028911, helico»ter mechanic, died in

the crash,26

while 2nd Lt George H. Bonnell, III, FR80250,
copilot, was severely injured in the crash and died on 12
November in the hospital at Clark A3, Philippines.

From 1 July to 31 December 1965, ARRS had the total
of nine men lost =-- seven missing and two killed.
Personnel Manning

Hgq MAC requested that ARRS make an evaluation of a
regulation proposed by USAF for the purpose of standard-
izing personnel functions at major command and intermedi-

ate command headquarters. The DCS :Zor Personnel, who made

the evaluation, stated that, while the regulation would

26. A2C Rice was killed at 2250 hours local time, 28 Oct
66 according to the casualty report. Since mission
reports are based on Greenwich Mean Time, the mission
occurred on 29 Oct 1966.
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Date Unit Aircraft Personnel

Y 29 0ct Det 9, 38th ARRSQ HH-43F, 62-4511 1l killed;
1 injured,
died later

29 Nov Det 5, 38th ARRSg HH-3E, €4-14231

Sea Water Sampling

ARRS became involved in Water Sampler Recovery
Tests with the U.S. Naval Radiological Defense Labora-
tory (NRDL), San Francisco, Califorria, in September
1966. 30

A Hq ARRS Test Directive, 19 September 1966, was
prepared for those who were to perform the test.3l The
test involved dropping the sampler, which weighed 60
pounds, into the water from an HC-130H flying at 130
knots, indicated air speed, and 100 feet above the water
surface. The sampler was allowed to fall free, sink,
and rise, during which time it filled with water. As it
rose to the surface, it was reeled in with the surface-
to-air recovery sub-system of the air-craft. The 48th

ARRSg was assigned the task.

30. Ltr, 934D, Mr., Ray H. Heiskell, NRLD, to Lt Col
Ernest J. Trexler, Hg ARRS, 14 Sep 66, SD Vol, 1V,
P. 291,

3l. Hg ARRS Test Directive, subj: Water Sampler Recov-
ery Tests, 19 Sep 56, SD Vol. IV, p. 293.
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Release No, 12-29-66

PLEIKU RESCUE DETACHMENT SETS OUTSTANDING RECORD

A.lthimgh its first permanently assigned jersonnel reported for duty less
than a year ago, in Jan 1966, Detachment 9 of the 38th ARRSq has already es-
tablished one of Southeast Asia's most outstanding records.

By the end of October the detachment had made a total of 92 combat pick-
ups, of which 60 were logged as combat saves. (Two of these saves were made
in Novembér 1965 as temporary duty (TDY) personnel were setting up the unit.

This total represents one fifth of all combat saves logged in SEA during
the first ten months of 1966, It is even more remarkable when it is noted
that Det 9 has operated with only two HH-43F helicopters and an average of
six pilots, four crew chiefs, and four pararescue specialists during this
period.

Operations'Hawthorne', 'paul Revere II' :nd'Paul Revere IV} all waged in
Vietnam's Central Highlands, presented the busiest operational challenges to
the unit.

During Hawthorne, 25 members of the 10157 Airborne Division and one
North Vietnamese were retrieved from the battlefield. This required seven
night sorties, five of which were flown by Capte Lawrence F. Marcum, Somer-
set Kentucky.

Two dgy sorties were flown during the operation by Capt. Darrell A.
Lowery, Tecumseh, Michigan, who made the piclup of the captured North Viet-

namese soldier.

Two other sorties where flown into the area in an efBort to extract the
wounded of the company of Army Capt. Bill Carpenter, but heavy .50 cal fire

prevented the hovering that was nsgg;w.



During 'Paul Revere II' the detachment was called on to assist the 1st
Air Cavalry Division in the evacuation of wounded. With the aid of ground
radar, Capt Fredrik M. Bergold, Cincinnati Ohio, led a flight of two heli-
copters into the hostile and fog shrouded Chu Pong Mountain area to evacuate
two wounded soldiers.

A short ftime later, in August, Capt. Richard L. Cardw=ll, Pendleton,
Oregon., led two_helicopters into the smme area to evacuats five wounded
soldiers. This was another minimum weather rescue that required instrument
flying.

In late October, the 4th and 25th Infantry Divisions nade heavy contact
near the Cambodian border west of Plei Djereng, and Paul Resvere IV was under-
way, with Det 9 again called upon to make battlefield puckups.

On a night mission Capt. Carlton P. Vermsys, Berkeley, “alifornia, and
crew begam hoisting the wounded through a canopied jungle with some trees
growing to 150 ft., As the hoist was lowered the fourth time, the helicopter
was hit by ground fire and crashed into the jungle. Three wounded that had
been hoisted from the jungle and the crew chief were lost in the firey crash.

The second helicopte pickup of the pilot and co-

29 oc T G,
pilot that night because 'y but the following morning
1st Lt. Michael E. Davis, w were able to get into the
ares and retrieve the pai d only slight injuries, but

the copilot later died at the Clark AB Hospital, P.l. from his severe in-
Juries.

That afternoon the detachment's second helicopter, flown by “apt. Yale
R. Tyree, Nashville Tennessee, detachment commander, evacuited six personnel

fron the jungle, On the lost sortie of the day this helicooter was also
seriously hit by .50 cal fire, but made it %o a forward op2rating area for




a forced landing.

This helicopter was returned to Pleiku 4B in November by Chinook hel-
icopter, and the detachment maintenance personnel replaced components and
patched damage done by eight 50 cal. hits and the forced landing.

This was the third time a helicopter had been rebuilt during the year
by these maintenance men under the supervision of SM3gt Elton L. Tisdale,
Chandler, Arizona.

Capt Tyree strongly praises these maintenance personnel.

"Our missions usually come in big bunches,'" he says, "and these men al-
ways had our two choppers available when most needed."

The detachment had flown 329 missions throught the end of October. Of
these 252 were local base rescue, 22 aircrew recovery, 13 medical evacuabion,
and 42 base support. The two helicopters logged 608 hours of which 205 were
in combat, and the incommission rate averaged 91%.

The small unit's members have individually received to date 14 Distingw
uished Flying Crosses, two Airman'y Medals, 21 Air Medals, two AF Commendation
Medals, and five purple heabts. Several other awards, including four Silver
Stars, are pendinge.

Additionally, in the past four months that the new fast growing Pleiku
AB has conducted an Airman of the Month program, members of Yet 9 have twice
been selected for this honor.

This detachment is setting an outstanding record as its talents are de~
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FROM: Det 1, 38th Aerospace Rescue & Recovery Squacron (MAC) I
APO 96321

REPLY TO ATTN OF: Det 1, 38ARRSq 1 November 1966

SUBJECT: Narrative Report for Mission #1-38-9-31 Oct 1966

TO: 3d ARRGp (RGOP)
APO 96307

At 0202Z the 35TFW TUCC telephoned us with a mecical evacuation request.
A unit of Army engineers were involved in a fire firht 5 miles from Phan Rang
Air Base at coordimnate~ 109-02W, 11-36N. One scldier was reported to have
stepped on & land =mine anc we in danger of bleseding to death. They had
requested helicopler evacuation. The Deputy Commancer for Operations cleared
us to go; we topped of the fuel tanks and scrambled at 0212Z. Just beflor- we
took off an unidentified army captain drove up in a jeep. He confirmed that
the pinned down unit had no radio or smoke, and he zdded the information that
the wounded soldier's leg had been almost blown off. He also informed us
that "Rascal 21", a FAC was orbiting the area. I acked the captain to give
the FAC our UHF frequency and took off. Shortly after take off, I heard
Pedro 92 check in on tower frequency from a base surport mission. I requested
them to fly cover for us. When we arrived in the area Rascal 21 called us but
was unable to add much information. He was in intermittant radio contact with
the ground party, but the reception was so weak and spotty he hadn't learned
much. I could see several stalled vehicles on a dirt road located near the
base of a large rocky hill. Rascal 21 pointed out the area of the supposedly
secure landing site, however the sight of personnel on the gro d_
behind their vehicles and firing up at the mountain madefme doubt _the secur%ﬁi !
of the sifeg. I made two passes at an altitude of 2(0-300 ft and could see
individuals waving me toward a small landing spot behind a large crane pulled
up along the road. I also noticed 2 men carrying tle wounded man toward the
landing area dodging from vehicle to vehicle. On tlre third pass, I intended
to land but the copilot and the crew chief saw grourd fire hitting the water
directly below the helicopter. I took the helicopter around once more and
requested Rascal 21 to ask the ground party to try to evacuate the wounded
man by jeep. He seemed to have difficulty getting the message through to
the ground party, but he informed me that the grounc party was unable to
evacuate him and intended to cover my next pass witl maximum return fire.
I had considerable difficulty on my approach because of turbulence and a
gusty cross wind of 22 knots. At 0217Z Pedro 92 flew low over the hill while
we landed 100 ft from the road, partially protected by a 3 ft earth bank and
the crane. We were probably only on the ground 30 ceconds. The hoist operator
jumped out and helped load the wounded man. An army Lt. ran up and shouted a
message in my ear, (which was obscured by the din of popping M-16s and the

helicopter) then we toq& ojs‘frF We_returned the survivor to Phan Rang AB
dispensary' LASSIFICATION CANCELLED

Or Changed 10 t7A7< L /3 S | nownarabeo at 3 ysam inveavaLs

PICKUP CREW B bl P e, ] TP
By & % (Datc)/z.hrée 'qt."_ — -
Pilot * Captain Larry A. Nitz, FR61627 - Billings, lcAtana

Copilot * Captain Michael C. Tennery, FV3096361 - Birmingham, Alabama
Hoist Operator * SSgt William R. Dunbar, AF13678550, Philadelphia, Pa.
Medical Technician * A1C Warren T. Hope, AF13791112, Philadelphia, Pa. CE;/CSL-{%K
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HIGH BIRD CREW

Pilot * Captain LaMonte M, Kahler, FV3100317 - Idaho Falls, Idaho
Copilot * Captain Clarence N. Cochran, FV3118977 - Anarillo, Texas
Hoist Operator #* A1C Robert A. Rohrbach, AF13725166 - Reading, Pa.
= TN
-~ e T
i e, T
LARKY A. NITZ; Capt, USAR.
Rescue Crew Cemfnander

CLASSIFIEATION CANCELLED
Or Chanuetd = L L 73

By A ity of .. ] 5___
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URGLASSIFIED

3d ARRGp Hist, Oct-Dec 66

Det 6-38-131-31 Oct

(U) Two HH-43Fs were scrambled to recover survivors of a C-123 crash NW of Bien
Hoa. Three crewmen were recovered using the hoist/forest penetrator and flown
to Tan Son Nhut AB. No hostile action encountered and 20 battle damage sustained
by the helicopters during the mission.

Det 1-38-9-31 Oct (RCC Narrati ve)

(U) At 0202Z the 35TPW TUOC telephoned me with a medical evacuation request.
A unit of Army engineers were imvolved in a fire fight 5 miles from Phan Rang
Air Base. One soldier was reported to have stepped on 2 land mine and was in
danger of bleeding to death. They had requested helicopter evacuation. The
Deputy Commander for Operations cleared us to go; we tooped off the fuel tarks
and scrambled at 0212Z. Just before we took off an unidentified Army captain
drove up in a Jeep. He confirmed that the pinned down unit had no radio or
smoke, and he added the information that the wounded soldier's leg had been .
‘almost blown off. He al= informed us that "Rascal 21", a FAC was orbiting
the area. I asked the captain to give the FAC our UHF frequency and took off.
Shartly after take off, I heard Pedro 92 check in on tower frequency from a
base support mission. I requested them to fly cover for us. When we arrived
in the area Rascal 21 called us but was unable to add much information. He was
in intermittent radio contact with the ground party, bu: the reception was so
weak and spotty he hadn't leamed much. I could see several stalled vehicles
on a dirt road located near the base of a large rocky hill. Rascal 21 pointed
out the area of the supposedly secure landirg site, how2ver the sight of
personnel on the grourd crouched behind their vehicles and firing up at the
mountain made me doubt the security of the site. I mad2 two passes at an
altitude of 200-300 ft and could see 2 individuals waving me toward a smll

. lardi ng spot behind a large crane pulled up along the mad. I also noticed

2 men carryirg the wounded man toward the landing area dodging from vehicle
to vehicle. On the third pass; I intended to land ut -he copilot and the
crew chief saw ground fire hitting the water directly bslow the helicopter.

I took the helicopter araind once more and requested Rascal 21 to ask the
ground party to try to evacuate the wounded man by jeep. He seemed to

have difficulty getting the message through to the ground party, but he
informed me that the groumd party was unable to evacuatz him and intended

to cover my next pass with maximum return fire. I had considerable diffi-
culty on my appreach because of turbulence and a gusty cross winmd of 27
knots, at O217Z Pedro 92 flew low over the hill while wes landed 100 ft

from the road, partially protected by a 3 ft earth bank and the crare.

We were probahly on the ground 30 seconds. The hoist operatar jumped out

and helped load the wounded man. An Armmy Lt ran up and shouted a

message in my ear, (which was obscured by the din of popping M-1lés and the
helicopter ) then we took off. We returred the surviwr to Phan Rang AB

dis pen sary.
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