
C,n 2 C ct~6 , :::.t Q915.3 , .~ell;,· Jr-=:1: ~:.., (:..c .. ;; .... :1d ,; ll,,: .r -::~n 82 (l-!i.;h) ·,;era 
:::;cr; .• uu:.;d !'.:-\.,;.;. :-;;; • ':'.:~ .lv .. :-i~ci _;..,ilct., ~·-..;::ic~; ~-I , r~po-rt~d at coordinu.tes 
;_co/45 1 :~, :,A.,.u/ :.J 1 __; _ TL~ Jolly Gr eens ;ere .... irbon1-! _.t 091SZ ~rith no launch-
in.; diffic~lt:r :incount.er~d . - ~eu.th~r '2t L-36, ~nro .... t~ .i:id ~t pickup point das 
cle~r ~nd vi$ibi~t,y unrestricted. 

Shortly aftar scr:::.ible , an on- scene Firefly Flic;;ht gave ~J.CKUp poi!'lt as 
the 0990 r<:dial fron Channel 97 _t 34 ;,tlles . 3:.!.ndy 1 s ~l ,,-:G, ~2 start jd escort 
.a.t 10 :niles South of Cl:ai.mel 97 . 

'lJ~ .r-oxj_ ____ ., :_y :2.0 !:".il : :::; ..:·re:...... _pickup ::..r·.e '-J .Jo:.ly Gr c.en : .. _;ct..:d __ ,c11 j _-r,o :::-

c0. , .J.o. ~ vivr: :.,..! , een c!c.: .. ;. ·c. pil0t 2-1:0 ~bsc;:p . ..l. c.1)pr1.. d...,_ · .Ji,; J : .. ~~ .~.'.·v:-.~-~-~ 

1r~-- , Jolly· ':-:·.:=:: .)u .r::..: :!Jl~ tu tu.lk <...i .. :ectl;,· ~rith st.:· ; ·' ·: - ) n'• ~· 

---~ C~l-'t-i ... Luc .. ~! .... rd l .... :J.· .. cv ..... r .. ..;1: 1':!2...:.:d.G~d 
,,1i::> vr:_..r~~ ~ .. J .... :c~ ~lu.~.! _.i.:U <li3p~~-JC. ;. .. .:.~ ~::.6:::.: _piLr.~l. Ti1~sc ,Jer-3 ob'""~rved 
imr::cdi<.tely, th~ tip tz.nks \iere droplJed ~d.th :10 difficulty ~na. :.llL:lppro~ch-.made. 
ll:(! ~""'-T cC....: cr"rrrd '""!':~ ..., ~-vi V(...,:-', 1.1... ... .. v:... ~t ,,.:.; 2._..:,;, ~~d.-i.HG. t:.<! ~ilot c rouc)rt. u_t) . 
c ... i:-'.t :...:..:: :..1...c!:.; .... r'1 ...... s on trrara r.C. "r _1~· ~ .. = -~· ;.,;. c...t, 11..115 £. 

hfter deo::..rtt..re en a dire ct"d 340° h.J;:..cli.."lc;; ::.t 10, v)O f~et.J ~x:.re,_..:l:,r he~V'.f 
f~c~c (J7r.:.) ~r;;..s enccurct:Jred . ~t(.) Ldiccpt3rs -.var0 t h.; ri dir~ct.~d tu i.c::.d 360° 
out of the ~rea . Ther e w~s no b.3.ttle darr.agc to tne Jolly Greens . 

The sc..rvi vor had no visible injuri~s .:.nd ".1.:.s transfeNd tu <.nctht!r Jol ly 
Green at L- 36 for RTB to Channel 31. Ca:.pt.":in Lockh ... rd .~-;;,s ~xc~ption;:.lly help­
ful i n giving c1lm directions to both S::.ndy and Jolly GNen ~ircr:ift . His 
knu.rled.;c of surV:. v:;.l et.uip~nt J i. c . , r::.dio, s:...:;n: 1 .?='· .31, fl::. res :;.nC. j 1.u1.;le 
penetrat or , ex;i;;dited the l ocation and r3covcr:,- ti.me to a great degree . 

R.:.dio discipline, cooperation and coord::'...r:ation of support , rescort ::md resc;:.p 
~.iJ..S conpet~r:t and prc.:'·3SSiuff'.l . cv~r.111 supcrvisicn 1,.;f the ~sc::p l.ission Co:r.:nnndJr 
vr.i.s a m:::jor f~ctor in the suc cess of this missi on. 

Low Bird - Jolly Green 36 
RCC - Arl yn E. ~~ebster J 1st Lt . 
RCC P - Wil liam C. D~~n, 1st Lt. 
HM - Rob·~rt S . Riley, SSgt 
PJ - Dmn~ D. H.'.lakney , A';£ 

DO'N"-Jr,Q J\DED 

Hi gh 3ird - Jolly Green 02 
RCC - Ilobert L . Powell, Capt 
RCCP - Gilbert ~ !. Hester , Ca.pt 
HH - Jonald F • .M;.lone - A2C 
2J - ... . ~ ... r0 .J ~- f'unt, SSgt 

t \o,, \F1-~1-:S·2 



l co NFID ~NTl,Ai>I 
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3d .lRBGp Hllt, Oct-Dec 66 

.(C) (GP-:4) r..:i04 •'pll.~ . ejecit.9d-~ .. '.Ot .. 'Bano1!.~ ;~·~.io:#·Green )i~cppt.el"! 
(HH-3Ea) AD! tour A-1.Ea ~);· 1 C&ll sign Sand1',"'·1nJri launched; t.venft 
11iles f"ro 11 pickup · area· Jol}T Green )6 monitcred :.~nni·S&Uon .bet,,.en ~owned 
pilot and USCl.f. (F-1:04s). Fi Te miles troa ' th!t". ~ .TolJ.7 Green '36 '(low 

~~io:-'1~-;~~=af!~l!f~~~~!d~~~;.;J~~~~~~~~· 
brougti t · up the pilot •.~d deP.~~ed~.he'area:- :O(l"_~~~:l;llB .~tituae: (~p,~ rt) 
extrenei,- hea:~ fiack.Jras ~~~.--~(:bow~-' :bc:! ·.ba1~J.le ifaage --~··~~~-: 
Surviver was returned'° hame a~af;_ion .in ·.goo(f COl)d.iti<m~ 

1>8~~5 0ci:(!e.Q1arrat.i Te) 

(C) (GP-4) T'D pilote ejected boom F-4C near ·Ila San' :HVli). 'Two m-3!8 and 
!our A-1.!s vere scrambled to the scene. San~ 31 (A.:.:LE) ·contaCted the two' 
dor·o~d pilots who reported that one had a spraimd ankle and the other a 
bro ke!l leg. The lo" tleirent (Jolly Green 36) was turn ed over to Sanct,r 4l an:i 
42 after Sand1 Jl and J2 had expended their ordnance m d declared b~ !uel. 
Sandy 41 escorted Jolly Green .36 across a ridge line i n the T1cinit7 o! the 
sighted parachute. · Jolly Green 2 remained high, dire1::Uy over the surrlvo~. 
After Jolly Green ·36 was established in a boTer over 1-..he pild,, groun:i tire 
Of-""...ned up. The helico~ter received several bits and oulled ·off to a sa.ter 
area. The doaied . ?ilot reported that he was bit an:i Los~ consciousness. 
':'r.e San-iys mde l!cre ~~ra!ing pa!!Jes, trying to surpr ess the grourrl 1'1~. 
Jolly Green J6 was called dowr. ibr a s4!a:>nd t:::-y. Th i.'l time, the co-pilot, 
who was lt!ss than lCC yards directly below t'he pilot, vectored Jolly Green 
36 into cloee pr::;ximit;r • .:. Gro~d fire caused them to pull off tlfter nceivi~ 
~ever al :?:Ore hit a. A!'ter still oore fire suppression !rom the Sandy-s, Jolly 
Gr'!e:-1 J6 ::14de a tl:ird ?8-SS. Mo~ hits v-.!re taken aft :!r establishing a bcver 
clos~ to the co-Fi lot. Batt le da:nge was . unknown but the Paramedic reported 
a sligh~ shraj::mel ·.rour.d a.o! t~.at tte hoist, was jai::::ied . lt was suspected 
tr..:i t hits taa been taken in· the hoist. Tb~ Paramedic or JoU, Green .36 
retur n~d fire through cut their 3 attempts, expending 6 cllpe of M-16 amm­
ni:i on. Jolly Greer. J6 pulled out or the e.rea at 0255Z am recei Ted per-
m.i..s sion w returr. to ba~e. On the seccnd a.n:i third p!.8eee, the Flight 
M~~!-a:"'.ir.: o'!::serve::i the ~ilo: lying pro r.e with his head sli~tl7 down.lope. 
JdJ.y Green 02 request e.! tr.at th·q be S.:lowed to acccr.ipan;r Jolly Gre•n 36 
back as t:-:e extent cf ba:.t le da.:nage could not be ascertained and Jol~ Green 
56 ar.d 53 were enrw te to tr.e a:-ea as backu?• After proceeding about 12 · 
mi.J.'3s Sou.th, "CompresJ'' advis~d Joll;,r Green 02 to ret·um to tbe s~ene, att:empt 
the pickup, arrl report bingo fuel • ' 

7 * Rescue Crew Commar.cer (P.CC) Narrati•• 
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.tt u.pprvX.i."':lo;.tel y 00552, ... ully ;,:;.!;. _:c, ..1. ::J J ... ~~"! Jc~·:...-:-.':Sl.·~J. .:'ror:: :.-.30 
for .... I'!sci.....: .Jffort or. ':'.;: .. µ~;;;t ; , report'!d down :i.t- -1°/"'"9 ' ::, .._ ..;l.,.v/~; 1 

... . 

Jolly '}r~en JG, (Lo-.1 ~ir-=a) ..ma .;oily Green )2, (:fi g!; Ji.rd) , :·;er e ... irbcrne 
:.t Ol OOZ. · .e.:th.::r ,;;,..s .Jdi:~t~d 800 ?t broken, 300 ?t overc.J.st, visJ.b:.lity 
5 roles. i.ltitu.ae enroute :·ias -.pproxir:t<.taly 10, JOO F't : 3L. SaLdy .31 .:.nd 32 
proceeded into th~ Area . Jolly Green J6 ··nd 02 "er • 4.CCO:.panbd by s.-.ndy 41 
and 42 . Tr.~ _~cut~ flmm '.r.:.s L-36 to Ch.1nri:.!l 97 T,.C.:in; Horth to 21°/03 ' N, 
l :J3°/45 ' ~; ::.a.st to 21°/05 1 rr , 104°/15 1 3 , then dir.ct into the •r.!a , th~ 

di t ' · · h d b · d t · ~ -/,."./. 1 • · 0 /L 1 ~ • · t '-ccor I~&. ..:s u1 ·; •• ic La ecn revise d ·-~ ; ... .,, .. , _ ..• . ... . .e;., •. er 

(; 
11 

~r.rOl.:.t c H; ::; 8000 Ft scd.tt !r..!d. S ... .1ciy 31 c~ ~n:.~ct:!tl ! ·: •· e::t ~ :or J n~r .. dditicnal 
i:. _'or~v .. t ;!. , :J.;..ni.c~rl~r t,"' .J.:.r 1Ji:;r=.sic~l cv .. : t..::. ~. :.oz ... _ ..... v _ v. .. -

~ ..... - ,::_:_t .__.:.__ ... · ... - ...... .- .. C:<~~-. _,_, ~ - - ... 

.. .. l .... 

T'ne low eleuent ·~"' t h ...:n tt..rned over to ....._ndy 1,1 oi.nd L.2 ._fter ..::a.nciy 31 
a;1C!. 3~ had CA'-p.:mded th~ir crdi.'t.nce ... nd d~cliil.r:3d 1.Ji:;o f ..ie l. ::.. .... rly 41 escurt.ed. 
Jolly Gr ~ .:m 36 &cross a r:.dc,~ li"le in th~ vicinity cf tLJ si.;ht.~d p;.r.chutc. 
pich.-up .... tt ;.:-.pt ·:..ls r...;i.d .J en th-.~ pilot . Jolly Green ,:2 r<.!Li...ined hie;.'1 , c:irectly 
ov ; r t.l,;,.! suvi vorG . 

:._ .... ;. ... Jv::~/ .,.;. .. .; : .... _,-v ,J..,_,, ~:..i ..... ~"-'----·• ._: -•· - ,...\,.,.·,. ·• -l.vV'-t. ~5 J ........ 1..- .. vo1l"!:J:l"O:-i ...... 

t,l.! !'.:.J..vt, _rCJL,;.!" .. d fJ..r .. ~ Vi--~~:!d_ U.~.J .:
0 
.. .'(JfH i,:;.;l_O .. -L.~ ~' ....... ;i:· ... '~ .. :t, .I'~ ... .-... .._!' .. J' 

,,, . . ~~-r.~c ~iv~d cev~r.:.l hits ~nd pull~d off t o es. s .... . fcr ir.?:i. . 'i'l'. J 

~il1... t ~: . .' -, ,: __ t-',:.;~:, .;; ... · ;~L. ... -1. ~ 1: ~- ... :. .. l~ · :_ .... :.~~ The 
'52.ndys nude r ... ore str .. fi11g poi.sses , tr Ji..'16 t.o suppr~s:: t he ground fire . Jolly 
Green 36 \ra.s c.:i.llcd down for a socond try. This r..i: .~, th<! co- pilot, :tho ,,ras 
lJSS t'.1 .n 100 u'"....rds dir3ctly belo~·j th1 pilct , vectvr ~d Jolly Gr~cn 36 into 
cl,nw _proX::.mity. l:;rvt...i _·:...~·- c .... ",_,;<.:, L .. ~;. tv .. .,,LJ..l 0L.' .. ~''...::- ~·;c~:.'1:~:1'-' !:>;!Ver<ll 
.... ~\.... ... ·~ : .. it.'..I . . .. ~~ ..:r r>till r~.or~ .c::.r·.~ su.p;)1 .. e::;:iL.n :re::... • : -"" .. ~~"J s, Joll:l Gr~(!n ;6 

.:-:on L:.ts ;ur:! ~;;..'.-:..:r. :t~r -.,;.;t_L _ _:_3;_:.r:6 •• 1-.c. v )r clv::::e to ~,, 

~ .. r ... !~· ~ 1.!l .~c~-. ..: ~::d th ... ~ t:-.J Leist ·.:..~ jM.?.!t.tci ... . 
been taken in th.) noi$t . Tf.•.! ?~ri.i;..!:!\LC cf .:olly ~n •n Jv r etu.rned fir~ throi...gh­
c"4;:. t; , ;.:..r 3 o..tbmpts, !:°'.l-'!!'!G.ir,3 6 c.:Iip..; l.f .. - i.5 w'.:.4.:i ni:...i ... n. Jolly Green 36 
pulled out of the ei.re-. at 02552 and Nccived permisdcn to return to L-36. ln 
t:1 :.; ~Cl.. .. ti ;...:.d t hird p•:..;~,s, th~ ?L~:.t , :c: .... :.ic ut. }rV")d .i:.;.c ¢let lying prcr:1:!J 
1i:.:. !:.i...; '.1.! .... d sli~ht.ly: do-.·msl cpc . Jolly Gr een O"- T t qu0sted that th~:,· be alloi1ed 

to accowp.:i.ny Joll y Green 36 back as th~ extent of b- ttl~ d....::".~3e could not be 
asc..!rt-ined a nd Jolly Green 56 and 53 ·11cre enrou.ta t o th.;} are.::. as b;.ckup . .\ft..:r 
proc-:edir.g .... bot.t 12 r..il~s South, , . ..: ...... ~ :· ~::.,..," ~::-,,,;,_;:; ~ . c· l..:l,,: -~ ..,; .: _ '.'.: "'"' r"t :U-!1 tc 
t::~ sc..:: . .:, -.tt , ... pt tho.; p:!.ckup , a:.ci r·:-p0::-t tin~o l"u...!_ . .C .... el state ;it this ti.me , 
D305Z, was 1900 pounds . Sandys 1, 2, 3, and 4 were in the a r ec. at t his time to 
r eliev" Sandy 41 and 42 who ht?.d also expended all or din.'.j,nce and reached bi ngo 

DOWN no ,n f'Ff'l 

.,, .. : ~ -2J' ·•efdF1~1'fs;JAl 
AROD~ #-~~CJ./_~_). 1 A __ /-______ -:1 r,nv fftM oot1l?b20-i.t 3 Y.:.tn r1?r&;w;,,1s 

~------- - ~ ill"_. "71U mx::: . .AS.:>IFI:::::O !,Fr.ZR 12 Y:!:! ... HS 
. . · . ED OOD DIR 5200. 10 

Or Changed to .!l/.J::'_~".12.__, { l J~~b 
ByAuth~~_Q___ ~ -
By ~(Da~)~/?.s~---- · -·: \ 



eo~~~ 

fuel. ;:'°" r '~'"°''~Ou {:~~l~!ll':'~~~n" J::!"do>m 
f; __ :..0 G.:_. -1· ;:..., C.:ol:.,· .I:;.·;;;'.)!1 :. ~.u.d p'-.:i-=.t.:!..v ~ .... ..1..0~ .... Jr,0 c.i 1:,.1'" yo..r:.;.chute. 
JitFJ '.las : ~d:.) ti.p in .... s;.:o..11 v;..11..)J on 2h _pprcx:i:.1.2.t~ l:~ding o.: 070°. 
"c,12.J ·.C'.;';~c J- ':. .. J!: :._.:·:;.:!J J" ~--1'~1:~1 t::-.i vl l"°~ tc J:;QO ;.,r._d ;,[d..S estel.c-
1:._.:..~'.Jd :_.! ~ :~cv~r~ ~ .. " .. ~~ 11-t~e cc-pilot ... tt!.!n br~~h· .:.'i:~ .J~~~~et.l l"u.~ ~~"""±~~ . 

T ... 1 - ., Y" "' ' • .- .., , .. ~ . .. ... -· . ..... • . • . • \ . ~+; I t 1 • • ' ~..::_, - ~ • .. -i ,c.~ ,.._ • . t' . 
.,(,--'-J - , ., .... ·-· .v'•-- -'l v-- ..A.J • - -- • .:. -• ,.._ ~- " I - •!.J..,"" u.10 l;- v.:> J..1 

0
fl\.! 

1rii;;l1t ::.i-<ie o.f th~ &l.ircr.:...ft in the vicini ty of L::-.: car.;o door . 

tne 

-"·-!""'v t.._· - ! v:: _ _ ·c-:. .. 1:_rd .f -- · . c0:.~. 

'~ .!:~ ... .; Jd ~~~_;1~ t c~t>c '_ om-::sni~:i.~ .. ~ j :_ ~ .. ...-
~ir,_: _ :·t .... :ld t .. 'J _"1tre;... t.,& to ~ .3~.i.·, - : .. .• 

'.:..:~c.ui::;..li.t l.M.ter t:.c J-! -::.~:~o<.lor 01 c un.:.ite . The .:Jandys were ::::-equest.ed to go 
in and hit theo .:i.t;&i!l. . JuE:· '}r'.!~:-.. _;2 .....--.s -.;'thir. 2_; ::ri.~utes of bine;o 
fu.~l. ~h~ er~ r :!l~ct·~d tt 4:,r-J ~:-:c~ ::er~ .~s c,. • ;.·~:-Ltlur i:1 the arec. -y;;.i.s L 

,et-ci·:.{;r:,ti~:--11'.i.o :..tt.~ . . pt. . .-.... ~: J;:..cc 'S3fl.J. '\ rith. no kno;.n hits , a lL.out:,!1 
t :. ~ :-~.r • .:-.i:.:dic ~-;ard __c:; rcu.:>d fir.J . '..t tne ti..~t! of the ~scue, the upper .,. 
ridges ·r0re in the clouC.s o.nd vi::.ibil:.t:r had dropped to 2 rril;!S in h3.ze 
..i.nd srnck:::: 9 .\t no tL<c dL.:::'~'16 tl::~i:' c.t~~--·ri'CS , as th:? _pilot si.;nted. JollJ 
Grdcn 02 h-.d r .!J.c'.:0a i..J... • .;o i'..l!l ;...r.Ll .. .:.s ::.dvis Jd to r.::covcr at L-36 . ..,-her J 

.. rr~ng~eents had been nade to ~ir-ev~cu~te tn~ co-pilot in a C-123. 

TH!Z: 03452 
DC.i'ilI:!:D PILC..-T: 1st Lt . Jd·,.;:ird Garh.nd , ubon J.T.'i.Fi3 , T"nail~nd 

R.:xJCV ~y AR.3A: 210/23 I N, 104° /13 I J . 
~:~')JC _ ·:cc ."illl'.Fi.-:1) : ~c ~11 ~nt 

C?.."J; Cl Lrt.Dr- .T"!.C : ~(C.::!ll.Jnt 

Joll;r Gr"en 36 (LcN Bird) 

HCC - Cipt.ain Gli ver J. (., '~ra 
RCCP - Capta:i.n John :;. Perry 
HN - TSgt Hm1~rd .3. Uo.ssen6•le 
PJ - SSgt Aar0n D. F~rricr 

G~-<2_ c\__~---
c1rvz.:i. 3 . 0 ' EA:?J. , Captc.:.in, USAF 
xc 

'-!; .:·'-, ·~i· -rd) 
,-•<lJ•• - - -

.lCC - C~pt~in Lt;LJ.nd T. Kenn~dy 
;lCCP - 1st Lt . Donald R. H;.i.rris 
m. - SSgt Do.1;.,ld J. H-.11 
IJ - .. 2C ~.obert B. '·~illiCJnSon 

OO~VNGRADED 
1AtN AFR-205-2 



I CONFIDENTl,At,f 
3d ARBGp ~t, . Oct-Dee 66 

(U) MISSIONS. 

-..{l) · Combat. 

Det 2-3-114-2- Oct' . 

. (C) GP-:4) P-104_'Jrl1ot:. ejec\ed .~:i(llano1! .~~~·~Jo:#. Green :li4ieP,,ien;. 
(HH-3Ee) aid four A-1.Ea ~)j"Call .d.1n SaildTtlmri launchedt twentt _ 
miles from pickup · area· Joli,- ·areen 36 110nit.cred .qenn1·Mt.ion .bet~en ~owned 
pilot and U.SC.lf { P'-?04s). Fi Ye miles · troa · ths. · ~ ,Jo~ Green ·36 '(low 

. b~rd) aade radio .. co~tac_t · w!.~~~.!t~~Y~ ._;wbqA:!~~~~ ~-: ~~le ; ~lce:·n&r.e .. 
'lbe low HH-3:! dropped its ·t~p -~''-~e-.b.l~C!h·/'*~d_. ~be' lioiat, , _ 
brought Up the pilot and de~~ed~_he .. areat~ -~~~ .-1.titude' (~p,~ tt) 
ext.1"1!11e~ he".v fiadcju ~~~.•!1!..':~w!v_~:>~ · ba .J.i. ·lla · e .>f&i-awt.&:ined. 
SarviYcr waa returned'° bcme.Lata~~li .in ao~J~tic~~ 

ne~~-5 0ct.,"'~1m·&ti.Te) 
. . . 

(C) (GP-4) T'O pilote eJected ho11 F-4C near ·la San' ~ !Mi). ~ llt-3!& .and 
!our A-1.!s were scrambled to the scene. Sand;:r .31 (A.:.lE) ·conta.Cted tbe two' 
downed pilots who reJX?rted that one had a sprained an.'<le and the other a 
bro r:~ leg. The low eleirent. (Jolly Green J6) was turn ed over to Sand,y 41 ani 
42 after Sand7 .31 and J.2 had expended t.~ei r ordnance uid declared bineP !uel. 
Sandy 41 escorted Joll7 Green 36 across a ridge line l n t.he T1cillit7 o! the 
sighted parachute. · Jolly Green 2 rmained high, dire ::Uy over the surrlvors. 
After Joll;y Green ·36 was established in a boTer over :.he pild, grourx:i !ire 
Of""-ned ~· The helico~ter received several bits and oulled ·otr to a sa!er 
area.. The domed. ;::>ilot re ported th at he was bit am los ~ corusciousnees. 
':'J-.e 3ar.dys !lllde l!cre e':.ra!ing pa53es , t.ryir:g to surpress the grourrl tire. 
Jolly Green J6 was called dowr. for a second t:y. ThiJ time, the co-pilot, . 
who .,..as less th.an lCC yards direcUy below t!"le pilot, vectored Jolly Green 
J6 into cloe e pr-;ximi.t;r. ~ Gro~d fire caused them. to p•.tl.l off !lfter recei vi~ 
~ever al :i:.ore hit a. A!'ter still oore ti re suppression from the Sar.d;ys, Jolly 
Gr:!e:-i J6 ::lade a t!':ird fl8.S3. Mo~ hits W':!re taken after establishing a hcver 
cl05e to the co-pilot. Batt le da:nge WM unknown bat the Paramedic reported 
a sl~'"l':. sh:ra;:-nel ·.rour:j ~ t!-.at t!-:e hoist, was jac:ned. It was suspected 
ti:a t hits haa been taken in-tile hoist. The Paramedic of Jol.17 Green .36 
retm-n~d fire throughc ut their 3 attempts, expending 6 clips of Jll-16 amm­
niti on. Jolly Greer. J6 pulled out. of the &rea at 0255Z an:l recrl Ted per-
r.U.s sicn tv retun: to ba~e. On the seccnd a.n:i third puses, the Flight 
M~~r.a.:tl.c observed the Filot lying prone with his head sli~tly downslope. 
Jd.ly Green 02 reque st e.! tr.at th-:!7 be allowed t.o accoi:ipa.ey Jolly Gre.n 36 
back as t.":e exte:;t cf bat.tle dallage could not be ascertained and Jolq Green 
56 ar:d 5J were enrru te to U:e a::-ea a3 backu!). After proceeding about l2 
m::.i~s So-cth, "Compres3 '' advised Joli] Green 02 to return to tbe eeene, at.tempt 
t.'1e pickup, arrl report. bingo fuel • 

7 * Rescue Crew Comm.lr.cer (P.CC) NarratiT• 

I CONFIDEN_TIJ~L I 



Jc, ARRGp Hist, Oct-Dec 66 

Fuel state at th is time, 0305Z, vas 1900 pounds •.. Sandy: 1, 2,3 , and 4 -were in 
the area at this time tc r~lieve Sarxiy 41 and 42 who bac, als:> expended all 
ordnance arxi reached bingo fuel• .' Upon returning to the location, Sandy :3 took · 
Jolly Green 02 · do~ into the are·a, Jol.JJ" Green ··02 ~.&d pc1eiti ve· sighting or the 
par~ch ute. Ent17 was mde up in' a ....u valle7 'on an approximate heading o! 
(T/0 • Jo~ Green 02 then turned to j>&rallel .. tbe ,.slope t~ 030° and vas estab-. ........ ...... - ~.. •' " · ,. .... .. . . .. 

: lished 1n a hoTer over the co-pilot.'Vben- ground tire _01>4Qisd up again. Jol.JJ 
Green 0'2 pulled ot! to a sa.!er area after .. t&ldog"t~'_ hl.t ti in the right side o! 
the aircraft in ~e rlcinit7 ot the cargo door. ~)·'lbe ·Sand7a again attmip~d to 

: sterilize the ridge line where the tiring waa S18pecied to be from. jo"ur Green. 
02 vas called ~ again".using' the' aame:e~17.' ·i'~ii IX>.'lroun::! tire W&S received 
until the aircraft was establlihlng in" &·'bOYer;'"tcloe'e"'to 'tht . co-pilot.. Jolly 
Green 02 took one bit 'Which complete~ ip;netrate(filie :':armor 'plating, glanced of! 
internal.17, penetrated the .noc:r, 'and ruptured the :toninrd tuel cell. ··. '?he Para­
medic am ni8ht.lleehan-ic .boih ' r .eeeiTed sl.iCi~ :C¢a··~ri; ahr&JXll!l. · The odor ot · 
IS!lCke tilled the aircraft ·a'd, ~her· ~treated to a :we nrea • . ; It' was thought . 
later tc be tre odor or cordite~ The Saiidys were requeuted to go in and hit 
the:n again. Jolly Green 02 was ld.thio 20 minutes or bing:> .fuel. 'The crew 
elected to try once moN as the weather in the area was deteriorating. This 
atter.ipt Wl\s 5uccessful witti no lcr.own. hits, although the Paramedic heard 
e~ u...-C fi:-e . At the ti.-ne of the r~scue, tre upper ridges were in ttie clouds 
..,_~ v:s::.bility had dro;:;: e~ to 2 miles in h<lze ~ct sr. oke At no time during 
:hei:- at~a:ir:its was the pilot silt.ted. Jolly Green 02 h .id rdached bingo fuel 
ir.d was advised tQ •recover to base where arrangements hl~d been made to air 
evacuate tile recovered ~o-pilot in a C-12J. 

~t 9-38-J0-7 Oct (RCC Narrative) 

. : ) ( ::::-... ) Detacr_ie:-: t ? \oo' ,'lS :oct .ified at 19:0 hc!J.!"s lx.ll by t.~e L+tt: ~~ed, 
.'..t ;. !r.f !:iv , that o~ A~r scl~:er rad a badly cut hand an:1 required medical 
ev.'iCtG tion as soon as ;:-.>ssil:le. .:e we:-e advised tr.at tl.c /...-:-T.y Medi cal ~·1a::­
t3tion tinit haJ been notified but could not acccmplish ~he evac-..iation since 
::o la.;:.:~ z.cr.~ was av~i:able. JS'~ ·-: w'l.s notified tha t 1o1e ...,..:::ul':l launch our 
t-..o h.el.:!.copters as s:x;n as t:ael~ was accompli!d:ed arrl our secondary crew 
ar-~ved. Re-fueline a.;d launch reaction time was great.~ y ha.'Tl;;ered due to 
:.r . .: non-a·:til.a':::::.lit:.- o! fi.;el ~ruck (out of c oomission f ,>:- repai..::-s). This 
me .IDt we had to foel en-:: bird from our tl adder/punm sys~em and fiy it out 
of the way so t.he other or."! ccuid be ·towed close enooet": · to get fuel. Both 
c.::-~..-3 ·,,.er~ r:::-epar:?d w l cU;nc:i a: ic:?O hou!"s but we ende:i u;:- .,.,aiting &.."'! 

ex:~:-a 15 :nint."tes bec-!:Js .. .::;i f'.le:i:lg. ~·le launch ~ at 19] 5 burs. An AC-47 
""~s ~r~vided f.:;, r R:::~~J :' ..;11 : !; r:!"".lved t.) be a ver·./ esse1ti &l aid in the 
s~~cessfu: acCot:lF:is~~~~t o~ ~r.i s ~.i3sicn. No ~.a:-ticu11 r difficulties were 
>?n~ :~ •..:r.t er'!d enrt.. ute. ~ !ar I:::t c,:,n:::li:. .:.ons wer ! encounte '" ed because it was 
:o taD.. ,; tlack exce;--t fo:- ;i:. oc casixal li~t on#the gro.m:i. No horizon was 
·r..s: ble. T~ AC-47 c.::-e ·,; advisd ll!i c!' our position and eave estimates to 
•l;e si"J e. tie were n.;t : '"i e ·~ er.:-ou te t.l;a t tA".:> nec:Jle wer' to be evacuated. 
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CITATION '.ID ACOOMP ANY 'lliE AWARD 0 F 

THE SILVER S~AR 

AARON D. FARRIOR 

Sta.ff Sergeant Aaron D. Farrior distinguished himself by 
~~:..l::.....'Yt-:7 in cor..."":cc tion with mill tary operations against an 
cp)osi.~3 ~r:aed force on 5 October 1966. On that date, as a 
::,.:..."~.rescue Specialist o aH.'!:-3"3 Resc·.\- Hel::.copter, .Sergeant 
:".:.:-:de!' procecd.ed deep into :_ .::tile tE:rritory and -.: .. :: c:rccccs.:'ul 
::...-. :::.:.:::o·:c:-~'10 o::.c c~ v·.;o t .. '7'...,~ . ,.:IJ'I pilots WO had be:..:. G. o·J.t of 
-.:.::-e;:~:· ~s.:-.::ilc..d .:...:.:..~: . .:t . Dir; ... ~<:;3arding his own safe~y, Ser-geant 
~'.:.:::-::.·ior volu."1t:::.·:...::..: . ~ .:;:-T throt.:;h heavy automatic weapons and 
::;~: . .::i.:.: ar.-::s fi1· •; --· o:.·-"r to rc.:::.ch the injured survivor before 
·:.:i-3 ho:::til0 fo:.-c0s could capture him. 3y his gallant ry and 
~~vot.:.on to d~ty, Sergeant Farrior has reflected great credit 
upon hi:iiself and the United States Air Force. 



CITATION 'ID AC001'lPANY THE AW.ARD OF 

'lHE snvm STAR 
(FIRST OAK LEAF CIDSTm) 

'ID 

IDBmT B. WILLIAMroN 

.Aiman Second Cl.ass Robert B. W111jamson distingui.shed himself 
by gallantry in connection with military operations against an 
opposing armed force on 5 October 1966. On that date, as a Para­
rescue Specialist on an HH-3E Rescue Helicopter, .Aiman Wi 111 am son 
proceeded deep into hostile territory and was successful in recover­
ing one of two .American pilots who had bailed out of their disabled 
aircraft. Disregarding his own safety", Ai.man W111jnROn voluntarily 
new through heavy automatic weapons and amall a:ms fire in order to 
reach the injured survivor before the hostile forces could capture 
him. By his gallantry and devotion to duty, Airll&Il Wi11 i amson bas 
reflected great credit upon him.self and the Unit ed StateB .Air Force. 



Valor 
By John L. Frisbee, Contributing Editor 

A Tale of Two Crosses 
Leland Kennedy salvaged two 
combat rescue attempts that 
seemed doomed to failure. 

N o ONE who was in southeast Asia 
during the long course of the 

war will be surprised that, in relation 
to their number, Air Rescue and 
Recovery Service (ARRS) crewmen 
earned more combat decorations 
than any other group. One of their 
number, then-Capt. Leland Kennedy, 
was the first airman to be awarded 
the Air Force Cross twice. His two 
awards of the nation's second highest 
decoration for valor were for extraor­
dinary heroism in combat missions 
only fifteen days apart. 

Captain Kennedy had been at 
Udorn RTAFB, Thailand , with Detach­
ment 5 of the 38th ARRS Squadron 
only a short time when, on October 5, 
1966, he lifted his HH-3E Jolly Green 
Giant- helicopter off the ground to 
search fo r an F-4C crew downed 
along the Black River west of Hanoi. It 
was a deep penetration-some 300 
miles into enemy territory. He was fly­
ing backup to Capt. Oliver O'Mara, 
pilot of the low rescue bird. 

The F-4 crew was located in a box 
canyon. Two A-1H "Sandys" made a 
low pass over the area, drawing no 
fire. Captain O'Mara dropped into the 
canyon and lowered his hoist. His 
helicopter was immediately hit by fire 
from a ridge 200 yards above the F-4 
pilot. Captain O'Mara had to pull out, 
but he made two more attempts in the 
badly damaged HH-3E before his 
hoist was knocked out and he had to 
head for Udorn. (Captain O'Mara was 
awarded the Air Force Cross for his 
part in the mission.) 

The usual practice was for the sec­
ondary helicopter to escort the lead 
ship home if it was heavily damaged, 
but Captain Kennedy was asked to re­
turn and attempt a pickup. It was his 
eighth mission and his first actual res­
cue attempt. On the first pass, his 
Jolly Green was hit and one of the 
crew wounded. In spite of the odds 
against them, Kennedy's three crew­
men joined him in wanting to try 
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again. Four t imes the HH-3E was driv­
en off by enemy fire, taking more hiti; 
on each pass. On the fifth try, wiU• 
Captain Kennedy holding the aircraft 
in a hover just off the canyon floor, thn 
crew dropped their hoist to the pilot 
and reeled him in. Kennedy climbed 
out of the canyon and flew his tattered 
chopper back to Udorn. His determi­
nation, skill , and sustained heroism 
were to make him a member of an elito 
group-only twenty-five at that time 
-to earn the Air Force Cross. 

The mission for which Captain Ken­
nedy was awarded an oak leaf cluster 
to the Air Force Cross came fifteen 
days later, on October 20. Again hH 
was flying the secondary helicopter in 
an attempt to rescue an F-4 crew, both 
of whom had parachuted into trees. 
The lead helicopter, flown by Ma . 
A. D. Youngblood, dropped its hoist 

to the pilot, who had strapped himself 
to a tree. While the downed pilot 
was hanging half in the hoist, Major 
Youngblood's Jolly Green was hit so 
hard he had to make an emergency 
landing. 

Captain Kennedy, descending and 
dumping fuel to compensate for the 
added weight of Major Youngblood's 
crew and the F-4 pilot, directed 
Youngblood to a field nearly a mile 
away. Kennedy had to continue 
dumping fuel while on the ground­
engines running and rotor turning­
knowing that vaporizing fuel might 
blow up the aircraft at any moment. 
Luck was with them. Major Young­
blood's crew and the rescued pilot 
climbed aboard, one of them 
wounded by small arms fire, and Ken­
nedy lifted off with nine men in the 
helicopter. 

At that point, an 0-1 E pilot spotted 
the second F-4 crewman, still in a tree. 
As Kennedy hovered to pick him up, 
enemy soldiers came from the tree 
line, firing at the HH-3. The F-4 crew­
man was wounded as he came up the 
hoist, and Kennedy started for 
Nakhon Phanom. Then one of the 
Sandys that had participated in the 
rescue reported that it ..was losing 
power. Kennedy escorted the dam­
aged Sandy all the way to a safe land­
ing. It was a great day for an elated 
Jolly Green crew who saved six fellow 
Americans from death or the horrors 
of Hanoi 's prisons. 

Leland Kennedy, now a retired 
colonel , flew ninety-nine missions in 
southeast Asia for a total of 354 com­
bat hours. Colonel Kennedy spent 
much of his subsequent career in 
Alaska before retiring from an assign­
ment as director of Operations Plans 
at Tactical Air Command headquar­
ters Like so many other ARRS crew­
men, the satisfaction of saving others 
whose lives were in peril made his 
combat tour in southeast Asia the 
high point of an Air Force career. 
Leland Kennedy was a major player in 
sou theast Asia rescue operations , 
called by former Secretary of the Air 
Force Harold Brown "one of the most 
outstanding human dramas in the 
history of the Air Force. " • 
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companl- felt their Phantom buckandaaw porta, "'Mle downedpllot • 1uao were the hllh bird and •Jolly 
~mplnc. a bank ol tin warnlnc llchts the side ot a mountam. We bad Green· waa low. 11\ey made 
~ atten blink on In both cocllplta. '"'- to co In flrlnc "'hill and then three pick"' attempts and tadt 

1 - two-man crew ejected. break otl u we penetrall."CI the several hits OD ea.ch pus bt-
U' Y re-"lct Can- Garland felt a sharp pain ID low haJ\ctnc overcast We could fore they 1tttre forcfd to break 
Sae Deo- bl.I back aa be y;aa bJowu oat ol see wberetheNortbVletnameN Ga." ' . 
I and 5 hi• se•l ~hehtttbecromxl were approac:hlnc and wt 4red Harris chqiperthenmadetwo 
iabllcltJ he saw that cne of his boob 11.·ere out everJthlnc .-e had." attempts at reachlflC Garland 
.-. talk c<J\"ered with blood. At tht.s point the tlrat lf hro but ...-ere driven otfeacbtlmebJ 
f Late ••There waa quite a bid Of ~ Atr Force HH-S JollJ tj reen rrowld tlre. Q>e burst sprayed 
~date blood,'' be tater repOrW. •·1t1 Giant reKue bellcq>tera ll'hlr• sbnpneJ over paramedic A. JC 

IOJ't, ""' - Robert B. WQ11amson ol Lan-
~aal tana, bat be received only au-
tratic perftclal scratches. 

lbert m o~ F4 l Tbe SlyralderswerecalledlD 
club arn a se tor more stratlnc passel and 
lqf· . . . Harrta made a third attempt. 

- . .. _ As t!lle b&c craft came to .-a 
"-''-u ...... .1 ~er, S. Sit. OoDald Hill. ZI, 

f'J~ lt ~ L-/ tfA/l/ll S A-1'J6 

S S 6iHA1--'-' u;i fl..~ ;.:.11.-L t l!> 

Dt.J µA ct:. tJ 'i~ 's Arc.. Mis -. ,,,;, 

·· ·- · ,__.t:._Q ol stram, ada., lonnd.JM 
-0 1 JUDl1• penetntor to Garland. 

I 
Tbe W'OWlded pOot mounted tbt 

,... device and wu quJc.tlJ winched 
• .ta!Jcm ol Into the cbopper·a cabin. · · 

ta Al'mJ. Ranta said. ••we left .the 
\ mt.a- ' plcl .., polat w~ minimum 
1•~· 11 fUel and ,~ we bad taken a 
t.pbcme bit throucb OW' fonrard f\Jel 
t''• de-, cell. · 

ArmJ Tbrff bour• Ider Garland '. 
tAmLI- beLDc treated at Uw dlapensary 
panel 

1 

at b1a bome but commented m 
JDtity, the l'HC11e tore.. •''nwtr ef. 
~ tori • ·aa beauW'lll. n. a,~ 
~- I raiders kept tbo8e me my troq»i• 
llW• · dow."D and U. •JoUIH' kept prea­
bear : •Ille ID despite tbe tot.nae 
~ 1 croand nn. ·· ; · I It WU Garland'8 e9th &n11.; 

alCID. . ~ ' 
I Repeated atte.,.,u to loc~ 
1the fe&r seat pilot ol the dow-t 
I Deel Phantom proved Mlle. Re 
'. I• reiported m11Slnc l.n act!c:m.' --------· . .. . . 
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TllffD Bl"T HAPPY - 1st L1. WooJ­
row Bergeron Jr. steps down from an 
llH-3 Jolly (i rec:n helicopter. app<!arin~ 
tired an,1 haggard from his '5 I -hour 
orde:il after he was forced to tjrl't from 
his disa!llcll F-4 Phantom. 

Janury 1970 PACAF RP 64·1 

PICKUP ENDS 51 ~HOUR ORDEAL 
FOR YOUNG FIGHTER PILOT 

By ht Lt. Dennis P. Beck 

CAM RANH BAY AB, Republic of 
Vietn1m (7AF)-Confidence 1nd a radio 
on one end and a determined rescue 
team on the other en1bled Air Force l st 
Lt. Woodrow Bergeron Jr. to survive 
after bel.ns sunounded by the enemy. 

He parachuted into the ordeal after 
his F-4 Phantom fighter becai;ne disabled. 

He left the area S l hours later in an HH-3 
Jolly Green Giant rescue helicopter. 

The massive ~scue effort involved 
HH-S3s from the 40th Aerospace Rescue 
and Recovery Squadron (ARRSq), Udom 
RT AFB, Thailand; HH-3s from Det I of 
the 40th ARRS4, Nakhon Phanom 
RTAFB, Thailand, and the 37th ARRSq, 
DaNang AB. Republic of Vietnam: and 
HC-130P Hercules tankers from the 39th 
A,RRSq, Tuy Hoa AB, Republic of Viet-
nam. 

" l just sat thae pra)·ing a lot," Lieut· 
en.int Bergeron st3ted. "and J was just 
co1fident they were going to get me 
ou t. 

"I knew they would. After what I'd 
set n th•·m do cw~ day, I knew they 
were going to i:ct me out." he asstrted. 

lleh, t• ptcrs under the cover of A·I 
Skyraid~r pilors and with ti!'e support 
frc,m F·4s tried 16 times to pull the 
lieutenant out. 

Followini: is the experience as related 
by Lieutenant Bergeron of the 12th Tac­
tical Fighter Wing. 

The lieutenant's F-4 rolled in on ib 
t arget, then started to climb. At 5,000 
fe<t the aircraft began to lose altitude 
an ;I the aircraft plunged into a steep 
dive. 

When he ejected at 1.000 feet, the 
wind blast jarred his helmet causing a 
1.mh over th\' bridge of his nose and two 
M,1ck eyes. 

Coming down. he could see enemy 
au .omatic wi?arons fire directed ;it h.im. 

Spotting a clearing near a river bank. 
he guided himSt'lf to it. Ground fire 
continued as he hit the ground, shed his 
pa rachute canopy, and sped for cover in 
a d ump of bamboo. 

" I could hear the enemy fire ricochet­
in( over my head." he remembered. 

Continue~ h Pa&e 3 



MAJOR RESCUE EFFORT IN SEA SAVES F-4 PILOT 
C11ti111~ Fnm Pa11 1 

H(' found a cl~aring. hid under drift­
wood and lca\·cs. and !!rahhcd his survival 
rJd io. ··1 callrd up. told them who I was. 
wlwrc I v. as, and come gi:t me." 

l 'sin;: his radio. Lieutenant Bergeron 
dirc.:h\I th~ Skyraiders to their tarlll't5. 
The ·\·I > dropped ordmmce throughout 
the afternoon trying to provide rover for 
the in.:omin~ hcli<:opters. But the heli­
coptl'rs continued to take too many hits. 

Hi: was advised to "dig in" for the 
night. 

THE NEXT DAY 

"The next day went pretty much the 
5ame," he stated, "but the enemy posit­
ions were hidden in caves and bunkers, 
and it took qulte a bit to silence the-m." 

One try by a Jolly Green seemed to be 
THE rescue. Lieutenant Bergeron raced 
out to a bluff. and thouiht the helicopter 
co-pilot had spotted him. 

But since the enbankment was so 
steep. he figured the HH-3 crewman lost 
sight of him as he started up the incline. 

The helicopter was about six feet 
away as Lieutenant Bergeron clawed at 
::1.<' ~lope . But the ground tire got so 

( "vy the helicopter had to pull away. 

" I could sec the skin cominJ off the 
helicopters," he pointed out. He said if 
they were willing to hover and take "un­
helicvable" ground fire. then he was 
witnng to stick it out. 

More rescue attempts were m3dc that 
day. huf no one could get a~ dos.- as tx-­
fore. 

Wh.-n tfarkncss conw. he dc.:i.kd to 
find another placl.' to hidl'. .-\t ti1~· 
nearby river he found a rn:1ngro11e-like 
tnie with roots e-11posed along thl' b:.mk. 

OLO HIOEOUT FOllNO 
Shortly after he found his nt•w hid.-· 

out . three enemy soldiers came over thl.' 
edge of the river and shot into the an·;i 
he had just left with automatic weap(>ns. 

After searching the area. the enemy 
left. The closest any of them got to him 
was IS feet. 

Lieutenant Bergeron then tkcided to 
try to swim across tlie nearhy river, hut 
he became cx.hausted when h.: was one­
third of the way across. As he swam 
back, he spotted a bush similar to a ro~ 
bush without thorns. 

Covering himself with the 1->ush. he lay 
along the river bank. 

In the darkness of early morning. 
Lieutenant Jlergeron heard an F-4 streak 

across the area ~veral times. 
• "He liad the A-ls and the rescue air· 
craft tlw re- at dawn.·· Li~utenant Ber­
geron sa id. 

Know i ng when· Lieutrnant Bert?eron 
was loccitcd . the Skyraida pilots knew 
they co uld nit anythinl! but the hush. 

"I was calling for it all :iround me."' he 
n:-markctl. "On,• t inw th,'\' cam~ within 
a foot of me on ;1 st rJ finµ ,;ass.·· 

JOLLY GREEN RETURNS 

After the enemy w3s att3cked for six 
hours. U11.' Jolly Green .:rcw returned. 
Lieutenant Bergeron went out into the 
river and on the second try of till' day 
was pic'ted up. 
~ "I will never forget how it feels to 

hive that lowering device (forest penetra­
tor) they use wrapped around me," he 
exclaimed. "I knew I was part of that 
helicopter." 

Citing the efforts of the rescue team. 
he said, ''They were there when I needed 
them." 

Lieuh:nant Bergeron never lost faith in 
the men who were determined to rescue 
him. 

"The)•11 get you out of there. Really. 
1 ust have a radio." 
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IW.ind a 
"One thing I remember very 

well - one lousy little banana 
tree. I saw it every time I 
went in." 

Major Leland T. Kennedy, 
33, ramrod straight, articulate, 
composed, allowed a t h i n 
smile to curl up and away 
from his lips. The irony of 
the banana tree was obvious. 
Behind it was the Air Force 
Cross. 

Jk>forf' him now were 
images, and he averted his 
eyes as he described them: 

Maj. Leland T. Kennedy 

An F-4C pilot on the ground 
along the Bia.ck River which 
nms through North Vietnam, 
the dull thump of small arms 
fire pounding into his 1111-31'; 
rescue helicopter, the Sandles 
(A-lE Skyraiders) roaring 
along the canyon ridge above 
him strafing enemy 1>0sltions, 
the pungent smell of cordite 
all around him, the strange 
feeling that he was hovering 
in a 45-degree angle - and a 
piece of chewing gum. 

"Funny, isn 't it,'" he smiled, 
"right in the middle of the 
whole thing I wanted a piece 
of gum. My mouth felt like 
cotton I asked my copilot if 

Soc\ ~ <;o 

Banana Tree 
,r 1 

• ".J The Air Force 
ThC' oak leaf cluster wa.-. 

awarded for his valor on an­
other mission, 15 days after 
the Oct. 5, 1966 effort in which 
he and O'Mara, a silver-haired 
45-year-0ld veteran of World 
War II and Korea, were cited 
for "extraordinary ht-roism, 
s111Jerb airmanship and ag· 
gre..,si\'t-ness in the face of the 
0111>0sing force." 

The formality of the cita­
tion. colorless and concisc>, 
couldn't hide the torrent ol 
emotion, detc>rmination and 
courage of th<' two pilots and 
their crews of thc> HH-3E 
Joli} Green Giant rescue heli­
copters. 

"Ollie was flying low bird 
on the mission," Kennedy 
said, "and I was above and 
some distance behind him as 
we approached the area in 
which the two-man ere w 
of the F-4C Phantom was 
downed. 

"The two Sandi<'s went 
down and made a low pass 
over the area. Nothing hap-
pened no gunfire or an:. 
thing and Ollie dropp<•d 
into the box·likc> canyon and 
lowered his hoist to pick up 
the pilot. 

"Thrn all hc>ll brokP loosr. 
I'll nc>ver forg<'l Ollie's reac­
tion as I list<'nc>d on the ra­
dio. Hc> was hcing f irc>d on 
from the ridge linc> about 200 
yards ahove the pilot on the 
ground. Olli c>'s chopper was 
taking hits and hc> had to pull 
out of the area." 

O'Ma..a, of Kl'nosha, Wis, 
a hard·jawed r<'alist who has 
been where tlw al.'t ion was 
ever since he flew fighle1· es­
cort for hombc1·s ow•r J apan 
in World War lI and later 
pilot<"d rescue helicopters in 
Korea, called in thp propeller­
drivc>n Sandi<>s for another 
run at the ridg<'. 

Again he dropped along 
thc> canyon wall~. maneuvered 
into a hm:c>r - and had to 
back of( as tracers tore into 
thc> Jolly Green. 

Green base at Udorn, Thai­
land. 

"It is usual procedure for 
the seconda1 y chopper to fly 
back with the lead ship if it 
is heavily damaged," Kennedy 
said. "Then, in case the air­
craft goes down, the second 
chopper can pick up the crew. 
But as I started out with 
Ollie I was called on the res­
cue network to return and 
try for the pickup." 

Kennedy, a 6-foot, 150· 
pounder w I t h penetrating, 
dark eyes, didn't try to hide 
?.J .• r~,,!!ra ,, . ..,. " ?'t .. .. ~.-. ·· ·~ ri . .... t 
actual combat rescue at­
tempt," he said, "and I was 
excited. \Vhen you are flying 
high al>Ove the action, listen· 
Ing to the radio reports, you 
don't feel part of the thing. 
When I started down into the 
canyon. I felt we no longer 
had a rescue mission - we 
were in a real fight." 

The major came in from 
the south, flew over the 
downed pilot, dropped his 
hnist and q11ickly llf'Came the 
h11llseye in a target. "I didn't 
know where all the noise was 

would come out of the thing 
alive. But once you see the 
man on the ground, you want 
to get laJm. After the second 
pass, I felt a sense of detach­
ment, as if I were watching 
the whole thing on a movie 
screen. You don't sto1> and 
think about it any more. You 
just do the things you're 
trained to do. 

"And right in front of me 
on ea.eh of the five pas!>es, 
there was that banana tree. 
Funny how something like 
that comes to mind." 

I\<: l<f\ntil'H"h r ,..,..,.,tin hie thit•ti 
• • . J 

try, he was aware of a strong 
scent of cordite and thought 
the chopper was on fire. But 
he didn't know that his Jolly 
Green was badly damaged and 
streaming fuel. He was hav­
ing trouble leveling his heli­
copter. 

"The canyon wall stood at 
about a 45-degree angle,'' he 
explained, and everytime I 
looked up I felt I was in a 
bank." 
On the fifth pass, Kennedy's 

crew dropped the hoist "in the 
lap" of thc> pilot, and he was 
reeled aboard the helicopter 
as Kennedy climbed out of the 
canyon at 80 knots. 

Kennedy didn't have much 
time to get over a normal 
case of after-mission jitters. 
Fifteen days later he was fly­
ing again in the secondary 
chopper when the Jolly Green 
twosomc> was called out to 
pick up another Phantom 
crew downed in a heavily 
defendc>d area. 

"AftC'r the second rough 
mission in a couple of Wef'ks, 
nobod~ in the s q u a d r o n 
wanted to fly low bird with 
me," K<'nnedy laughed. 

Roth the Phantom cr<'wmen 
had 1mraclmted and landed in 
trees. l\lajor A.n. Yo11ngblood, 
pilot of the primary chopper, 
hovered over the 1>ilot and 
dropped his hoist, but the pi­
lot hacl strappt-d himself in 
thP trf"f' to kM>p from fallinl?" 

C I t 

ros~~ 
insects coming through the 
grass. Two of the men were 
wounded in the legs." 

With everybody I o ad e d 
aboard, Kennedy took off 
while enemy gunfire crackled 
around the JolJy Green. 

"We called the Sandles 
about the second man who 
had parachuted," he said, and 
an 0 -IE pilot had spotted him 
in a tree and dipped a wing 
to point him out. As we 
hovered to pick him up, three 
men came out In a clearing 

Capt. Oliver E. O 'Mara 

and leveled guns at us and 
fired away. The Phantom co· 
pilot was shot in the foot as 
he came up the hol-.t." 

With 10 men aboard, Ken­
nedy pulled up and headed 
for home. As they started 
back, one of the Sandies re· 
ported power failure and Ken· 
nedy trailed the aircraft all 
the way back. 

"I can't hPlp but fet>l a 
littlC' unworthy about thf' 
Cross," said O' l\lara. "Con­
sidering that rescue ls our 
1>rofession, any one of our 
group could and would have 
done the same thing in the 
sanw sltu:ition." 



Injured Pilot Beats the Odds 
~Agqinst R~"S£Ue in the _North tcr<t, 

, SArfuON-When 1st r.t. Edward Garland parachuted inlo N1)rth Viet nil.mese ter­
ritory o~ Octoger 5 the odds seemed stacked against his chances of stayin&'"; alive and 
out of e emy 'hands. Moments before, the F-4C pilot had been fly ng an escort mission 
over the ountains west of Hanoi. Suddenly he 
and his r r-seat pilot heard a loud thump, felt raked by groundfire and forced to abort the pick-
their Pha om buck, and saw a bank of fire warn- up attempt. 
ing lights link on in bolh cockpits. The two-man • 
crew eJ·ec d. Marron and his wing nan, MaJ. Bruce Purdy, 

then made several stra ing runs on lhe ridge 
Garlan felt a sharp pain in his back as he wa-.. line where the enemy fire came from. When 

blown out of his seal. When he hit the gr-0und their ammunition was e>hausted they continued 
he saw t t one of his boots was covered with making dry runs to keep the enemy down. 
blood. "We made about 80 passes, both .!iring and 

was qui le a bit of blood," he later dry runs, trying to keep t 1e downed pilc;it isolated. 
IL filled up a couple of handkerchiefs. The enemy &<>ldiers never ventured intq the open, 
'ke something had punctured the boot." so I guess it worked," the captain said. 

Using survival knife, Garland cut strips from First Lt. Donald R. Haris was flying lhe heli-
his parac ute to rig compresses for his wound. copter which was orb1tiiiiflilgh, out of the reach 

The c ippled jet fighter crashed against a of ground fire. "We were the high bird and "Jol-
nearby untain. Unexpended ammunition and ly Green" was low. They made three pick-up at-
rockets e ploded from the heat of the fire. Be- tempts and took several hits on each pass before 
tween def nations Garland could hear the shouts they were forced to breal of{." 
of enemy soldiers searching for him. The young Harris' chopper then made two attempts at 
pilot dre his pistol and waited. reaching Garland but was driven off each time 

Minut later, two F-105s joined the search for by ground fire. One burs sprayed shrapnel over 
the down~d flyers. The jets in turn, were joined paramedic A2C Robert D Williamson but he re 
by two A!lEs. Garland's chances for survil'al im- ce11•ed only superf1c1al scratches. 
proved. The Skyraiders were called in for more 

Ca t obert A. Marron, one of the Skyraider strafing passes, and Harri,; made a third attempt 
pilots, re orts, " he owned pilot was on the As the big craft came tc a hover, SSgt Donald 
side of a ountain. We had to go in firing uphill Hall' lowered the jungle penetrator. h> Garland. 
and thMn break off as we penetrated the low- Thel wounded pilot moun ed the devjce and wa!l 
hangin( ercast. We could see where the North quiclcly winched into the chopper's cabin. · 
VietD'a e were approaching and we fired out Harris said, "We left the pick-up with mini-
everylhin we had." mum fuel and found we I <id taken a hit through 

At th point the first two HH-3 .r~~cue heli- our forward fuel cell ."-
copters hirled overhead. A ..sleyi-aidei- escorted Three hours later, Ga ·land, being treated at 
the first ;chopper to the pilot's position but as the dispensary at his home base, commented on 

_ s_o_o_n_ a_s.-Jte,.· "._L_ar_~_d_,_'°_w_:n_,_t_h_e_m_·~-h~;.._1_1c_o_p_te_r_w_a_s ___ the f escue force, "Their e fort was beautiful. 
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FR.OH: Det 7, 38th .ARRS AFO 96337 11 Oct 1966 

Subject: Mission Narrative Report l-3-71 ff30 

TO: 3rd .ARB.Gp, APO 9630'7 

As primary Rescue Crew Commander (Jollz..£.F~en ~~1@~lif;fr~19.:@ 
I was notified to assume coc~i t aiert <,i.t 0650Z.. I was accompanied 
by~ . ee l.S_e.s,,..§,,e,gond~..,..aircra:ce. During preparation for 
cockpit alert, notif2:_cation was receiv,ed via~'c~~¥" radio for 
scramble - a :=57·"'(REiloiro 02) 'dmm, S05°Z08 UM l]'ACAN Channel /l;J, 
2-p,anaehui;_es..,,o bs ~~-· cramo:te procedures were normal with an 
airborne time of 0655Z. 

An enroute climb was initiated to the highest pr acticable altitude. 
A broken cloud deck at approximately 1500 feet HSL restricted climb 
to a desired minimum altitude of 4000 feet. Scattered rain showers 
and artillery firing over portions of my course precluded direct­
line navigation. I navigated to the scene of t he dolmed aircraft 
by use of the TACAN and UHF steers from transmissions of the rescap 
aircraft. My arrival time was 0705Z. 

~
~,oute ~ t~ -~h·e /itfx :.ea/· I ;_, 'earned f;rom:._WaterBoj·~~he ·p:El..o;t o t he'/ 

o\Hlla_\': --tr~ ~ . een piel{ed ~cy an !A.rmi~~~t~Apas§iD.g' ' 
t.Prgugh\tfre~~ · t ime of bailout Just prior to reaching the 
scene UHF radio"' con a.ct was made with Redbird OJ. orbiting the crash. 
In the area, I observed the weather to be 2500 f eet broken, with 
approximately 15 miles visibility in the Easterr1 quadrant and about 
5 miles with haze in other directions. I imoediately spotted the 
smoke from t~1e aircraft wreckage. At this time I saw a Redbird 
aircraft in a left orbit at rrr:f' altitude (2300 f eet indicated) • I 
reported visual contact to him and he replied t hat at that time he 
was directly over the beeper signal and dow.ed air-crewman. I 
potted· a ;1C ute ~de<ira •· api dec~ent~'t()"'t~alt"~rn'f!gl!\'~!l!IO,P!'l,. ""a,.··. 

1 eo foot mover over the chute. I immediately r cognized the chute 
as otker than a personnel type and ini 'tiatoo a .~0=0f~ and climb 
(.,.a¢k •,to tit~~· 

During the acceleration and climb, I began recei ving a strong 
beeprr signal to rrr:; 10 o'clock position. Simult aneously I observed 
a second Redbird aircraft in the orbit and reali zed that I must 
have noted the Yrong aircraft when he reported 1 as being directly 
over the beeper signa111

• Up to this point, radio chatter rendered 
communications almost impossible. I was tm.able to receive an tm.­
interrupted radio reply to questions necessar.r t.o obtain the status 
of events up to that point. 

CLASSIFICATION CAtt~ 
Or Changed to Z..!P (., -· · l 

By Aft7 L-12~- ;Jr.-·»·) _) --
By ' (Da=) t / f l' 

llrW.\ ,~ -~ • . . ' f .1/ I' ' I 
. · \.Jvt' (\ I / .. 

Robert1
Line



" . ( , 
Whi-le liD:lbing· tbro~ l.2GOv:Ceet,. I ~l·t""'~ 'B.J:,r~af being~t. . · ~ 
-gr,oun ;:fire and Ilea.rd tlie · acts. T immiiiiat ely broke to -:cne e£t 
and increasedv-airspeed. ~ instruments and ccntrols indicated 
normal and an A-okay report was acknowledged from my Crew Chief, 
AJ.C Bettevy, in the cargo compartment. I then had gained suffic­
ient altitude and airspeed to join the other or biting aircraft, 
with Jolly Green 18 behind and above me. A quick inv.entory showed 
the following aircraft or bi ting the area: 2 B- 57' s; 3 Army /Marine 
helicopters; 2 Air Force FAC aircraft; 2 Jolly Green helicopters. 
Shortly tyo Al-E aircraft joined the orbit. Aircraft vere stacked 
between 1500 and 2500 feet. Aircraft congestion proeressed to the 
point where full attention had to be devoted t o the traffic si tua­
tion to avoid a mid-air collision. 

Observing the situation, I transmitted (on guard channel) to all 
aircraft to maintain radio. discipline and requested the other heli­
copter aircraft to with.draw to a "1ider location . I then attempted 
radio contact with the downed Redbird airman while other aircraft 
searched for a visual sighting. 

I attempted to get a positive position on the downed airman from 
the orbiting Redbird aircraft; however, they continued to identify 
a position where the strong beeper signal was being received. I 
flew my aircraft over the position and received a signal s"1ing on 
the compass. I irmnediately broke left to circle the area for a 
broader view but saw nothing. Voice contact sti ll had not been 
made. Throughout the entire area, I had continuely altered air­
craft heading and altitude to the extent of the confined area 
created by weather and other aircraft. 

2 

Robert1
Line



The Redbird aircra£t ~ informed me that was the area the do'Wl'l.ed 
pilot had landed and was recovered by the Amr:!' helicopter. The 
other Redbird crew member had landed approxima1.ely 100 yards to the 
south. I realized we had been receiving the 11heeper11 on the chute 
0£ the pilot which he had rolled up and discarc.ed in the brush at 
the edge of a clearing. .Adjacent to this locai.ion and to the north­
west, was the area f'rom where ground fire was coming. I then directed 
the Hobo aircraft into the area to dispense their ordance and ammni­
tion. 

I • . . 
After several passes °b'J the Hobo aircra£t, the '11beeper11 signal ceased 
and no further ground fire was noted. The entj re area was throughly 
searched for a visual sighting of the second cr ewmember. Later I 
learned from the other aircraft the downed cr~lD.ember had never been 
seen in person or by parachute sighting. Voice contact had never 
been made and no other beeper location was received. It could 
only be concluded, that due to the concentraticn of hostile forces 
in the area, the second crewmember had been captured immediately 
upon landing and his parachute disposed of. At 0805Z I recommended 
to "Crown Two" that all forces be withdrawn wit h the exception of 
one aircra£t to remain in the general area for a short time and mon­
itor for a possible beeper signal. 

A subsequent discussion with the recovered pilct of Redbird 02 
confirmed my calculation of bis downed position and the location 
where he had hidden his parachute. He also confirmed my calculated 
position of the second crewmembers landing and stated he had observed 
his landing in a wooded area some 100 yards or so beyond his position. 

Tb.is was the first time my pararescue man end f light mechanic had 
been 'llllder fire. Their reactions were calm and maintained their 
assigned. observation positions. Two projectiles entered the side 
of the aircraft below the open cargo door; one exiting through the 
cargo coMJJartment floor approximately 10 inches from where the flight 
mechanic lAJ.C Bettevy) was standing; the other exiting higher and 
approx:imateJs' 2 feet af't, severing the hydraulic line. Airman 
Bettevy, being caught in a gush of hydraulic fluid, immediately 
reported the damage to me by intercom and atten:pted to wrap the line 
to retard the leakage. Tb.is being impossible, he then reported the 
hoist as being completeJs' inoperative. During these events, 
Airman Bettevy displayed. extreme courage in maintaining his assigned. 
position, analysing the damage and attempting to save the system. 

~/!~USAF 
Rescue Crew ~=-aHajor, 

Robert1
Line



Rescue Effort 
Wins Medal 

fl,\ 'l'\.\:"\l: - - :'llaj. \\'illb111 0. 
\ll'lvfi,\Jd 111 nwi·nshnro, l\y., 
ha~ hr1'n !1w:1ro1·d I he Silv"r 
St;1r, lh1• :>.:.lion's third higlH·;,.t 
tlci.:ornl lnn fnr ,·:1101·, fnr bi' 
efforts in atll'lll[ll in14 lr• r•·St'llP 

.1 tin\\ n1 rl .\m1·riran pilnl. , 
't'hu 111.1io 1· w:1s [lyin;.,t hi~ 

LlU-:ll' Jolly r.r~i'n nhint twli­
cop1~1 n1·~1r llw ilcmillt:-iriz"d 
onr. Tht· lwlicopt!'r \\ali un•ll-1· 

ioll!n~P Eiround fin· :ind ifl.lspltc. 
lwiJIJ.: hit and 111-,111:.r vitnl sys­
t1·ms ih lhl' :1irn:tfl, .\l.1j11r 
MnYff<'lU rc•w.1im•d Ml the .;c,•111• 

to ·Jlt"tl\i1lt• tt'~c11i• t'llp;1i11litic' 
upUI lhe mh.-.1nn w:is l<'nninal-

e~. 
The citol ion aecompon~·trig 1he 

award died Major Moylleld for 
hil •_.9allonlry In conn~cllon 
wt1h rnllltar>' operolion ogoinst on 
opposltjg 01 med force." 

'l'h<' dcrnration w:1s pn•..,1•11ti·1I 
l•f Gen. .lnhn P. ~I rt.n n nl!l 1, 
i..' 1 s. ~fr 1:011·,. Chief oi' Staff. 

( 

.111? F01'<Ct ­
,V <:.. QJ r:; 

11 G7 

U!'lS\ CCGSsful T'Jl3~UO atteII. t to i·escu.e Reabird 02. 
t.a1rlgatcr B-57 uortc oi' DMZ. I llcto~~ l~C :,..,.fl 
.Tolly Green 24 A/c 65-12'(86 Low Bi.rd 

P. Maj. Willian: O. Mayficlu 
C. P. l·1aj . Jay V. Ca.r~.on 

R.I1. A..~. Rodney J . BetteVJ 
R.S. A2C . Jonn C. Jeff~r3 

Jolly Green 18 JjC 65-12784 High Bird 
F. HaJ . Willia.m V. D. Rickerson 
C. P. i·.i.a.j . }'rank L. Trochak 
iI . M. 3SG'i' . Earl 8 . Cba;nbt11't: 
R.S . A2C . Robert l<' . GabourEl 

Both aircraft austai!led ll:l.tl i.;i1•le ·r..i ts by grou.'ld fire. 
Above picture of J. G. 18 shows~ 50 ca.J • dam.age oo left engine. 
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FROM: Det 9, 3sth AP3.Sq (lstLt Davis/4184) 

SUBJECT: !·fission Narrative 9-38-30-7 Oct 66 I 
TO: 3rd A..1-;.1.Gp (RGOS) 

APO 96307 

#1Jf3 

8 October 1966 

1. Detachment 9 was notified at 1910 hours loca:. by t,he 4th l_ed, 4th 
Inf Div, that one ; rr.w soldier located at ZV1098,.J8 he.d a badly cut hand 
~r.C. required !:".edical evacuation as soon as ;ossib le. 1,{e were adv' c;ed 
that the Army 1 · edical Evacuation Unit had OP,en nctifier' but coulCJ t 
accomplisr t he evacuation s:'...nce no landing zone \':as a ' -; .lablP . , . _:~· 

was notil'iea that we ·.rould launch our two helicopters c..;;;; soo;1 as . 
ing was accomplished .::.nd our secondary crew arrived. Re-fuelinf; , .,.a 
launch reaction time was greatly hampered due to the non-availability 
of fuel truck (out of commission for repairs). ~'his meant we had to 
fuel one bird from our bladder/pump system and fly it out of the way 
so the other one could be towed close enough to e;et fuel. Both crews 
were prepared to launch at 1920 hours but we endE~d up waiting an extra 
15 minutes because of fueling. ~'ie launched at 193 5 hour s. 

2. II D!l.SC provided ar.. ~-'+7 for . ..::3C~-:T ~·thich .t roved to be a very 
essential aid in the successful a.cco;-;1plish::ient o · this :d.ssion. No 
particular difficulties were encountered enroute . Near IFR conditions 
were encountered because it was totally black exc ept fo r an occassional 
light on the ground. No horizon was visible. Tre AC-47 crew advised 
us of our position and gave estimates to the sitE. We were notified 
enroute that two people were to be evacuated. 

3. ::0.~..io cont~ct w~s nade with the ground part~ an Spooky 23 dropped 
flares to aid in direction finding. The site wa! s~otted through the 
use of flashligr.ts held by the ground party. A low recon was flown and 

'"the site was ooserved to be situated on the very top of a 2500 foot ridge 
with a sharp drop-off on the downwind side. The terrain was very rough 
which created highly gusty and variable winds. \' e were advised that 15 
knot winds out of the East prevailed on top of tte ridge . An approach was 
made and a hover established. ·.iithout the air-drnp flares the site would 
have presented an even more hazardous approach d\ e to the complete dark­
ness. The top of the ridge was hardly visible wjthout flares . 

4. Sgt B'undrid"'e lowered .'iY'm.c'.ln il.osler to tne g rounO. on the forest 
penetrator. The most critically injured man was sent up first. As 
he neared the cabin door l1e grabbed the sides to help himself inside 
and •.-rould not .let go. Sgt Brundridge had to knol k his arms back out of 
the way and forcefully turn him around to get hiJr inside. Airman Hosler 
then put the other injured soldier on the hoist ~i~h h.inself, and both 
were hoisted into the helicopter. The most critically injured one re­
portedly had severed an artery. The second was s lightly injured. 



5. We were asked to deliver our patients to Oasi~; rather than bring 
them back to Pleiku. This we did with navigatioru.l aid from the 
Spooky crew. 

6. Participating Crew Members: 

PRIMARY CREW 

RCC - lSTLT Michael E. Davis 
RCCP - Captain Fredrik M. Bergold 
HM - SS_gt Bertrum_E. J3rundridge 
RS - 4~2S !·j_cheaJ J~ Hosler 

tf}t.~ 
HICHAEL E. DAVIS, lSTLT, USAF 
Rescue Crew Commander 

SECONDARY C'tEW 

RCC - Cap-~ain Carlton P. Vermeys 
RCCP - 2nd: t George H. Bonnell, III 
im - A2C Francis D. Rice 
RS - 3Sg., Cha~·~eE (~1.-::) "· · nkin~ 



[ ciiNFIDENTIAL;j 
3c ARRGp Hist, Oct-Dec 66 

Fuel state at th is time, 0305Z, vaa 1900 pounds • .. Sandy! 1,2,J, and 4 were in 
the area at this ti.Ju to r~lleve ~ndy 41 and 42 who bac al.S> expended all 
ordnance &rd reached bingo !uel • . Upon returning to the location, Sandy 3 took · 
J ally Green 02 · do~ into the are·a, JollJ" Green 02 ~.&d p( e1 ti ve· sighting ot the 
pargc:hute. Ent..17 was mde lip in' a ...u valle7 ·on an app·roximate heading or 
<:flO • Jol..l.J' Green 02 then turned to .wallel tJie .elope to 030° and was est ab-

•• ' • • • • • ~···· ... ·~'l ~ ... '. 't • ,. L. •• P' .; • .... ... • 

· ll.sh ed 1n a hoTer over the co-pilo~:vbei( grou.ri:i.]'ire. ~ope rrd ~ again. Jo~ 
Green 02 pulled ott to & safer area at'ter,. t.&ld.ng tl«(hit a in the 'r.18ht aide or 
t.he aircraft in ,tJte Ticinit;r ot the cargo door. ~ynie S&r1d7a again attempt.pd to 

: sterilize t.he rid.ge line where the tiring waa _ llUBpecied to. be trom. jc)117 Green. 
02 was called ~ again'u~ng' ~- ·~:~~17·~·:;~~ .. 1x>;l~uni tire was received 
unUl the airc~tt . was estab~_bing -~ 

1
a· ... ~er, ·~~.e~.t.o th~ · co-pilot. Jolly · 

Green 02 took one bit which complete)J J>!9netrat.ed 1.be aimor plating, glanced o!! 
izite rnalli, pme ti-ated the ,fio<r , ·· 'and ruptured t.he :torwnrd tu el . cell. ··. The Para­
medic am Yli8ht.Mechariic both, reeei•ed sl.i8ht cut.a-· tfro111 ·ehrapnel • · · The odor o! . ~ . . . . . . . . . .. ~ '\ . ·, 

S!K)ke tilled the aircra,tt ·lrd. ~he7 retreated to a . e&!e 1.rea. ~ It Wa.s thought 
l,ater to be tre odor or cordite, lbe Salld)rs were reque i.ted to go in and bit 
the::n again. Jolly Green 02 was ld.thin 20 minutes o! \>illeP fuel. 'The crew 
elected to try once moN as the weather in the area was deteriorating. This 
atte:iµt was successful with no !er.own. hits, although the Paramedic heard 
~u!l:i fire. At the ti:ne of the rescue, tre upper ridge s were in the clouds 
:..~ v:sibility had dro;.;:ei to 2 miles in h:lze ~ct sr. oke At no time cur ing 
:.'lei.::- at;:.a:ipts was the pilot si&.ted. Jolly Green 02 hd.d r~cred bingo fuel 
~d was advised to •recover to base where arrangementa hl.d been made to air 
ev3cuate the recovered :o-pilot in a C-12J. 

~t 9-38-J0-7 Oct ( RCC Narrative) 

, :) (~!-.:.) Ct't.acr-1I'~: ' v.·'\s ::ct if ied at lno ho•.J.!" s b e il bj· th e 4tr. ~!ed, 
.:.t; , !r.f !:'iv , that one A~r scldier r.ad a b!.l!ly cut hand an:i re~.:..!"ed medical 
ev"iCl.2 t::..o?: as soon as .:-Js3::..Lle . .;e we:-e advised that tl.c Ar-:r.y Mec!ica! ~·1a:::­

t.:ation Unit haJ been r.otified but could noc &cccmplish :.he evac-..iatior: since 
::o lard:.~ zcr.<: was a•;:;.i:able. JS'.R ·~ w<1.s notified that ""' ..,..:ul".l launch our 
t ·.c:> h·el.!.copters as oocn as tnel~ was accomplisl:ed am our secondary crew 
a:-!'"ived. Re-fueli?ll ~~ launch reaction time was great.. y ha.'!\rez-ed due to 
:.r . ..! non-a•t'!.i.la':::.lit:; of f i.;el ~ruck ( out of ccmuission f,>r repai:-s ) . This 
me311t we had to f:..iel on~ t-ird from our tl adder/punm ~~E!t'I and ny it out 
of tl-e way so the other or.~ ccuid be ·towed close enooet: •to get fuel. Both 
c:-e;.;s ·,,ere :;.::-e;:;ared t.J lai.:nc!"l a: ic20 r.ou~s bet we ende 1 u;:- '"'aiting a..11 
~X"t.!"a 15 :ninute~ bec-!.·.ls~ .;:,i f~e:bg . 1.-le la!.!nched at 19.3 5 burs. An AC-47 
·"·'.lS ?-r::vide::! f.:,r :t:8:.:r:- ·..:11.:h r-"!"'?ved t::i oo a verj· esse1tia.l aid in the 
s-..;.;cess fu:. accO!:lp:is~-:-e:-:t o '.:' -;:tis :r.Us::..on. No particuli\ r diff i culties were 
>?r.:: ·J •..:.r.ter'!d enrvute. ~!a.r I~ c-:>ndit :..ons wer~ encounte ~ ect because it was 
:.o tall.; 'cl. ack excer-t f o:- ;:i:. occasiJr.al li~t or. .the grourl. No horizon was 
·ris: ble. Tl:e AC-47 cr-e-...· advisej us c~ our pos:!.tion and eave estimates to 
·..r.e si:.e. tie were n0t:"i e·~ er.:-oute t.'"lat t·..-o nec::ile wer~ to be evacuated. 

I CO~IfID:S:\Tt-iL] 

Robert1
Line

Robert1
Line



FROM: Det 7' 3Stn At'i.RSq, .APO 9633? 10 Oct 1966 

Subject : Mission Narr ative Report 

TO : 3rd ARB.Gp, APO 96307 

At appr oximately 1100, 8 October 1966, we were notified of a downed 
aircraft on t~c 345° radial at 37 miles from c'he.nnel 37. We topped 
off the f i rebir d and were air borne at 1105 . After airborne we 
wer e notified by tower that the cr ash site was 030/13 mi f r om 
cha.'lile:!.. j? . We changed heading and followed two Marine H- 46 1 s 
who were nt,;ading :":or the site . We conducted a s earch n,f":.er our 
arrival over the crash site, sighting no survivors . ,·le were aidoo. 
in our ~earch by the two H-46 ' s~ one !i- 34 and a UH- lB. The seas 
were r.:ocerate a:. .. d the we3.thcr rias higi:1 overcas Cro'W!l Charlie 
arrived appro:d:::w.tely 15 :ninu.,es later and received a beeper in 
the vicinity of a small group of Vietnro:i.ese sampans 3-5 miles from 
our position. We pr oceeded t oward t he sampans and began r eceiving 
a strong beeper signal. We eot a vizual sightb g on the Radar 
Operator riding in the stern of a sa..":lpan . We J:b v:ered over the 
SU!. a.."1 anci hoisted the :10 aboard. UTJor. auestioninr tte RO we 
found his pil::t to be in another sa"'.lp~ ~pprox:L"lc..t~ly 1/ 4 to 3/ 4 
r:lil·3s away. ·,ie sighted the second pilot and hol.stcd him fron the 
sampan t o the helicopter. The onl y dif ficulty encountered occured 
auring tne first pickup . The sampan the R.O was on was proceeding 
at 5- 10 knots a.11d was headed crosswind . Also th e 0' c:merienced 
sone difficult;r gettb_g onto the forest penetra t or. 'lloth the 
pil ot and the radar obs erver were in excellect shape . 

DAVID R. STEVZNSOiI , l stLt, US.AF 
Rescue Crew Cor.unander 

, 

(. 
l .· 

( , I 
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Pararescue Meclic Spends 
'Most Exciting' Alert Stint 

DA NANG - '•One of the 
most exciting days of my life." 

That's how A2C John C. Jef­
fers, Blue Springs, l\lo., describ­
ed the day when he was invol­
ved in the rescue of three dowr•­
ed Air Force crew members. 

The exictrnenl began at 11:23 
a.m. for the young pararescue 
specialist when his unit, Detach· 
ment 7, 38lh Aerospace Rescue 
and Recovery Squadron, recei­
ved a call to pick up a 13-57 
Canucrra crew which had been 
forced to ditch in the South 
China Sea just north of l)a 
Nan~. 

. Traveling to the scene in the 
HH-43 Huskie helicopter, .they 

spolled th<' C:anb<>rra navir tor, 
lsl Lt. Philip A. \'i:;c.; a il11s 
llronx, N. Y., and hauled him 
aboard. Three minutes later 
they localed the pilot, "~a pt. 
Rohcrt '''· .lark, Citrus ll rjghts, 
Calif., and brought him i~ too. 

Normally, Airman Jeffers job 
on such missions is to drop into 
the water and assist the do•vned 
crewmen into the helicopter d ing. 
He also administers any nec·Hso­
ry first aid. 

On thi s pickup however, both 
crew members were in C'i:cel­
Jenl condition and he was not 
required to gi\'e any assistance 
or medical aid. 

Ped.ros Get Three Pick 
Ups in Less Than Eight 
Hours. 

Two B-57 crewmembers 
P. 1Lt D.R.Stevenson 
C.P. 1Lr ? .D.Gregory 
H.H. A2C D.J.Hilson 
R.s . A2C J.C.Jeffers 

One 0-1 E pil ot 
P. Cpt L. '.J.Harcum 
C.P. 1Lt D.D.Sams 
H.H. SSG E.E. Chambers 
R. s. A2C J . C.Jeffers 

The mission corn pie led al 
11:41 a.rn., the young airman 
joined the other members of 
the rescue crew in their alert 
quarters lo wait for any other 
possible emergency. The other 
members on the pickup crew 
were: 1st Lt. David R. Steveson, 
Denver, Colo., pilot; tsl Lt. 
Frederick D. Gregory, Washing­
ton, 0. C., co-pilot; and A2C 
Dennis J. Wilson, Duncan, Okla., 
the flight -mechanic. 

Sb, hours later Airman Jeffers 
was in the air again, this time 
with a completely different res­
cue crew. Their mission was the 
pickup of a downed 0-tE Bird 
Dog forward air controller pilot. 

The FAC rilot hod been forced 
to crash land his Bird Dog on a 
sandy strip in o 51TI01l volley, 
opproximotely six miles southeast 
of Do Nong, due to ground fire. 

Approaching the scene in 
extremely heavy rain the heli­
copter pilot, Capt. Lawrence W. 
Marwm, Somerset, Ky., reported 
grouncl fire from a small hamlet 
about one-quarter mile from the 
crash sile. They took one hit. 

Ari iving at the scene they 
founcl that a group of U. S. 
Marines had secured the area 
and had formed a perimeter 
around the crash site. 

Both Ainuan Jeffers and the 
flight mechanic, SSgt. Earl E. 
Chambers Claremore, Okla., left 
the helicopter lo check on the 
condition of the pilot, Capt. Wil­
liam L. Schultz, Chanute, Kan. 

The pilot, who hod already 
been treated by one of the U.S. 
Morine medical corpsmen in the 
oreo, was suffering from a chest 
wound ond several lacerations 
and cuts. 

Only 1:! m inutes after receiv­
ing the initial call, the wounded 
pilot bad been picked up and 
was on his way lo the U.S. 
Naval Hospital near Da Nang, 
where he lat~r died. 



I• • · r ~ ~~ 

B-57 Pdir : · ~ 
Picked Up in . .. 
l~~rM!OY!~ 

SAIGON (7AF) - "Duck soup" 
was the way HH-43 Huskie rescue 
crew commander 1st Lt. David -R. 
Stevenson of Denver described his 
pickup of a downed R·57 Canberra 
crew. 

At 11: 23, Det. 7 of the 38th Air 
Rescue and Recovery Sq. received 
word that the pilot and navigator 
of the Canberra, Caot. Robert W. 
Clark of Citrus Heights, Cal., and 
1st. Lt. Philip A. Viscasillas of 
Bronx. N.Y .• had ejected from 
their battle-damaged a i r c r a ft. 
Groundfire had damaged their 
fuel system, and the men para­
chuted into Da Nang Bay, four 
miles offshore. 

Flftl'en minutes later, the Hus­
kie's flight mechanic, A2C Dennis 
J . Wilson of Duncan, Okla., 
directed Stevenson over the first 
downed man arid .had him hoisted. 
into the heliropter. In another 
three minutes the second mllJl 
was aboa rd, and the Hu~kie crew 
was on its way back to Da Nang. 

"This was my first pickup," 
said Wilson. "and there were no 
problems. We got to them so fast 
that Clark still had his parachute 
and dinghy on when we brought 
him aboard. I had to cut the gear 
loose." 

The pararescueman, A2C John 
C. Jeffers of Blue Springs, Mo., 
stood by in the event he had to 
jump into the water to help the 
pilots into the rescue sling. This 
wasn' t necessary, howl'ver, as 
neither Clark nor Viscasillas was 
injured. 

"This was my first pickup, 
too," smiled J effers. " Now I 'll 
have something to write home 
·about. " 

Copilot or the rescue chopper 
was 1st Lt. Frederick D. Gregory 
of Washington. 
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MISSION NAIL'litTIVE 1 ~FJD'.:Nl"rAl.. 7 ~ 
Jolly Green's S3 (Low Bird and Sh (High Biri) were placed on cockpit _...:.;--­

alert at 020SZ at Lima Site 98 . The order to sc ~amble was given at 02102 ~() 
and both choppers were airborne at 02142. Almos :; a direct route was flown 
to the co .:rd=._na es 19°0S r~ lOhouJ E, with deviat i.ons being made to avoid 
the heaviest gun concentrations . No sandy cover was provided enroute to 
the scene, but ..numerous Sandy aircraf t .wer .e.. on t1e scene when we arrived 
at Q.3022 . Sar.d:f- J did a L :-.e job of marki.rig the area ~f the downed pilot, 
:::i ~ca50 3. He was located halfway up a moderate·~y sloping mounta ·n a few 
miles south of a heavily populated valley con~ai 1ing numercus gun sites. 
Tc furtner pinpoin his position, Jolly Gree!: S3 mer oic e c ontact 1r.i th 
Chicago J. !ie sai< he could hear and s:e: m: ar:~ ... .9~ :.::'·~:'.. :_v_ · • 
V-'c~oC"'..::~: -~-= :--"'.""°'':'.-.::'::.~ - :. 'L.s -3 _ ;:. ,llt.houg·. hi3 par<:.Shute was nearby 
it came to r es t below l,he tops of t he trees ani ~ould not be seen until 
during the hover . 

Tref~::; :!.n :.-fie pickup area were irregular in leight, with the tallest 
ones about 200 feet . It was necessary to hover 1er·.1 near the tallest 
trees to pe!T'lit the hois~ cable to reach the grrn1nd, which was extended 
almost to it's limit. T r:c s 1:rvi vr:1r reac''.1ed t~e :.r<? ~ :)e:-:e':.r:<tor al11ost J 
~IT'.., ~(l i a ~,e1~, bu-:. ·::hen at. -:~!"!pts to raise h i.'11 ··rer .e-..i aoe, · the c ble bee an•e II 
ent.ar:;:;led i::1 a hu_;e clump 01' bamcc ..;. ~ ..:ievera.l . att,,e.'l'l:t-,ts a~ mov.i.ag the / 
holicopt e D.r:d retr'lcting ·arid£;xten~~_ng~\~e:•9~'?l'1~ !1.,w~ r:~aae l'.before the . 
s1;,r.vi vor c oul<i be reeled uo . • - . 

fie ..d.:;parted th.a an:a a ~ OJ20Z in- bour.d to l]f or:-. :~.AFB. Upon 
arriving there at OhhOZ no ambulance met the hel _copter . This seemed 
less than desirable even though the downed pilot showed no evidence of 
serious injury . 

Enemy groundfire was encountered during the pickup as evidenced b/ 
s...;v?ral b·.;.:le'.:. •::les in each s po"' s on when the he -icopter was examined 
oh ground inspec fa.on. "' · 

Coordination between all SAR forces , the Sandy's, Cro-wn 1, arrl the 
JQ.lly Green's was extremely good . As a result t he mission was quickly 
and successiully accomplisned . 

JOLLY G"R.EEN SJ (LOW BIRD) JOLLY GRE ~N Sh (HIGH BIRD) 

tt-11 lJ - I 3 '/7-
r{ ( )-tfo 2 '"t? 



CONFID~NTIAL 
J d ARRGp Hist, Oct-Dec 1966 

Weather enroute was the same with the ceiling approxi:mtely lj) feet and 1/4 
mile visi bi. lity. Spooky 71 arrl Lopez Z'l were in the vie inity and aiding with 
the search. While searc-hing, Pedro 95 received groun:i fire from a hamlet 
below. During this evasi. ve- action the wreckage was sighted on a sand bar 
in the Song Yen River at 1748 hrs. A circl. ing approach was made to the 
wreckage and the helicopter set cbwn in the san:i. The rescue specialist got 
out ard retrieved the injured pilot from the wreckage. He was unable to 
assist him because of a sue~ -em st l«:>und aoove his heart . He W"a.s brought 
aboard the aircraft arx:i administered firstaid. Pedrc 95 departed the cr&sh 
site at 1755 and landed at DaNang a.t 1801 where an amtulance an:i a doctor 
were waiting • The Doc tor advised tald.ng the pilot to Danang East Hospital. 
Takeoff time was 1801 ani Pedro 95 landed at the hospital at 1806 hrs. Pedro 
95 returned to DaNang at 1811 to close out the mission. The entire mission 
U>ok place in heavy rain showers. 

Det 2-J-116-14 Oct (RCC Narrative) 

(C) (GP-4) Jolly Green 53 (Low Bird) and 54 (High Bird) were placed on 
cockpit alert at 0205Z. The order to scramble was gi.v en at 0210Z and ooth 
cmppers were ilitorre at 0211.Z. Almost a direct rwte was fiown to the 
coordinates 19°05 N 104°4JE, with deviations being made to avoid the 
heaviest gun concentrations. No Sandy cover was provided enroute to tre 
scene, but numerous Sandy aircraft were on the scene when we arrived at 
OJ02Z. Sanqy 3 did a fine job of ma.rld.ng the area of the cb'WD'd pilot, 
(F-105) Chicago J. He was located halfway up a moder ately sloping mountain 
a few miles sa.ith of a heavily populated valley cont! ining numerais gun 
si. t es. To furth a- pinpoint his position, Jolly Greer. 53 made voice contact 
with Chicago 3. He said he could hear ani see us and was very helpful in 
vect<r ing us precisely U> his spot. Although his parachute was nearby it 
Can:l9 to rest below the tops of the trees md could net be seen until during 
the hover. Trees in the pickup area were irregular i n height, wit h the 
tallest ones about 200 feet. It was necessal'1' to hover very near the tallest 
trees to pennit the hoist cable U> reach the groun:i, which was extended 
al.I!lost w it 1 s limit. The survivor reached the tree pemtrator almost 
immediately 'tut wn attempts to raise him were made, the cable became en­
tangled in a huge clump of bamboo. Several attempts at moving the helicopter 
arrl retracting and extending the cable were made before the stU"'dvor could 
be reeled up. We departed the area at OJ20Z for homo base. Enemy grourrlfire 
was encaint er-ed during the pickup as evidenced by several. bullet holes in 
each sponson when the helicopter was examined on ground inspection. Coordi­
na. tion between all SAR forces, the Sandys, Crown 1, an:i the Jolly Green s 
was extremely good. As a result the mission was quickly and successfully 
accomplished. 
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F-105 Pilot Restued 
~rom Bamboo Junete 
"\\'1 \1 i.:ot 8 lot of \"On!iden('t' 

In lh• rt'~t·u~ opcr:lt,oni: ll\'Pr 

ht1<' I lnt'\t Liit:) -.1 Sl't uw 
ut." 
So 1101-t• \\,1j. Hob• rl l ll) lor 

f \\ t·11:tll'l1<'t'. \\'n,.11., 1u pr 11i~" 

ol ,,\11· Pon·11''t•:ir1'11 . nil r«o..1·111• 

~.\ 11) procc· hrr l'S rn >\01 I h Yil'l­
;i1u. l:k hull Ju~t h.;'\'n pluclu·tl 
ul of ll ilrn~.-. h:un!Joo JUOJih' 

d<'1 p In cot 111'" lt rr1tor\' IJ\' ao 
lTll-.1 "Joli~· <l;t'i.'n 1;i. r;t'' iwli­
COJll• r. 

The F-105 Th11nderi;hiel pdo1 
wos pulling oul ot o dl~e bomb 
run when his oircrolt wo• hit by 
Communist oround !Ire. 

"I felt n jol:, the :ura:.fl 
'p1td1nl up', :ind l•Ol' of lht: 
otht·r ptlots fo lhr flJnht w:uu­
' ll II••' lh11l 111 \ plane W:lf; CIO 

fir f'." l\l1HI ~h•jOI' T:1ylor. 

lit• nl21 lt•I :1 cl1111b Cur :i al11-
tmh, hut tin 'l hu111f1·rchl·•f'<, 
,•ockptt fill~~ \\tilt 
the 1'nf;im' quit. 

"Tia' .moke ge1t so lhtt'k I 
coulrJn t ~1 o th1' 10stru111l•nl 
p;inll," \l:tjar T:1ylo1· c onlinul!d, 
"I r:id lb111I - l'\'C ~ol to go· -
11011 CJf~C\td.'' 

I Its l hU!Cl o ricra t rd JH' r !<•r l I~·, 
hut Tf!)!Or ,.;u{[Nc1l painful 
hr111,,c·» lo liolh thiglt., in bntl· 
rng lo th~ ih·nsc ron:st. 

"A lllfle toter an Alr 
5~yroider flew O"'erheod 
woa able lo lol~ lo him on my 
survival roclio tronHelve1. My 
l•gs hurr so bod I 'ouldn'r wolk. 
I tould heor gunfire ond people 
yelllng.'' 

"\\'ht·n ll1<· foll\ <:rcrn Ginnt 
''' ~nc hc.hcuplt·r- :.1·1n• u r.11'1 
Ii•\\• rPd t! <' juugl•• pcnl•t:·:dor, 
tht:' rotor 1lo\\ Jl"\\ 11i;h l:111i:;lctl lh1· 
fH'flt'lr .ilor \\1th llw 1J;i111lro -

t i.pent som1· :1nxlous 111ou11·nt, 
11111:1n~l1ng 11 nn•l C'h!lll1111g onlo 
tlrt: llll'l:d >:•·:it" 1'mil1•d ,\l:a jor 
'I':iylor. 

Till' Jrnrn1111 J11.: :1i>o:irtl the 
rt',i;1•111• chop(I"' • ~Si.:t ljc1u~. 
ll11nl of l.1·~\·jlf£1 ~.I,,, Wit' 
lh•· firs\ to ~poJ M:ijor T11\"lor. 
By !hill tiinc hi lint! l1rl·n in tli'o 
J1111i;ll' ~:liP.lilly Cl\1•r :111 hour. 

Thi• rt 'ii:U~. nn:orrling lo ,\ -JF 
Skyr:llllc·r 11tlt"l C:ipl. Chat Jps n. 
Sk•·llnn, I lo1111•d:ilc, l•lah1>, 11otl 
~!iJ-.rulrl...n-1.L....\uu~.o i;ul_JLf 
UL!l.l.lL;.\' ._'.Lu... _llclil.:ilJ.!l!.'~ -

.wa.ocL:.r • ..n~1.;t ro1111~." 

e ounts 
oily Green 

lly ED\ ) 'Q. \\HI l r:: 
A~.t •I Pru \\11• 

SAIGON ~ \ P) - I J 1llY 
_,rreu Ginr t (JGG1 ( h1b hJ!> ... ou dr 't 

new . m •2 m her m M J ?Hnel, · fa\ o 
oben .1yl r of Wrnntdt· c,ld ocd 'l'\ 1;m t 

e 
' 

Wash lie wr. plud:c<! to s 1fe· cd " 
Ly Fr1d;w b\ il JGG ht l1roptc:1 H 
·1rter hi.S 1'105 1 hunderchie! 1 <: Jl; hutcd nro 11 jun.::!• ''a; sho· d \\ r . t t L other'> pinpointed .1c; •t 
Noi th V1~t N~r: ·nu.iy OH"f rrules nonhw~<it or \ mh. He 

"We'-.~ g< ~ lot of C'Ut>f f~~ferrrl leg hnu s m tt: 
den1..-e m tP,e .re ue or cr,111on I .. · 
m·er ht're h£' 3i·year-old Air An Atr r 'J'CP Skyra de 
}:ei·t·.e pilot smd Saturoay. "I f!G\ 

1
1.1\ rrc d nd l w s ab.• 

kJtc,, jJiey d "et me o:i t.'' to t i •• 10 hm1 on my II'\ 1va 
T t) 101 ";wl hi~ trouble statt r d10. 1 ov 1r rtl. ''M" lep,, 

cd \\he11, o: .1 bomb•••g trt•<: hurt s bad l 1 uldn 1 w.il~ 
sion deep 1n Ntorth Vietnamese tt uld hc,11 1-iUn re .rnd P\! pli 
territory, he Cell a jolt .. 

11lling 
· The Hm r1lft pit ht.d up "Wh"n t o•ly » 1 

ward. nnd v11e of lhl' Jlhe~ p Gmnt hcllcnptLr nrnvd ~1 
Jou; 111 the flight '"tmcd me ,\er.c>IJ the wngl~ 11enetr.1111 
m~· plane '~ as on fm: • he (a \\<:,~htcd lifting cabl"), th 
i:aid. rotor downw 1sh t 11,gled rn 

lie started t<> clunh. But purl trnt.)1 an the b rnblX . 

Two Sk)•to1dl!rs ( /opJ prolt:'cl on Ac101poc, R~scuu ond Recovory Seo ~ice HH-3E , N I 
V•i!lnom as 11 a11>wt'r.1 II 0 ovl r orr 1 
HH 1r -/ a a·co.-.uy co "'" over th,• ""m> 1 ltlff1lo1y /ooftorn' l/1 

• '""""' lwn n1/ol< "ho l'll'Clod lrom tlierr 1111 altN •t waJ /,,1 by iwemy ground firv. 



F ·105 Pilot Rescued 
Ff~!'J66Bamboo Junete 

"We've got a lot of confid ence ' •When the Jolly Green Gia nt 
in the r escue operations over r escue helicopter arrhed and 
here - I knew th ey'd gel me lowered the jungle penetrator, 
out." the rotor downwasb tangled the 

So s poke Maj . Robert Taylor 
of Wenatchee, Wash., in praise 
of Air Force search and rescue 
(SAH) procedures in North Vie t­
nam. He had just lileeo plucked 
out or a dense bamboo jungle 
deep in enemy territory hy an 
IIH-3 "Jolly Green Giant" heli­
copter. 

The F-105 Thunderchief pilot 
was pulling out of o dive bomb 
run when his aircraft wo 1 hit by 
Communist ground fire. 

"I felt a j olt, the aircraft 
' pitched op', and one or the 
other pilots in the flight warn­
ed me that my plane was on 
fire." said Major Taylor. 

He started a climb for a alti­
tud e, but the Thaaderchief's 
cockpit fill ed with s moke and 
the e ngine quit. 

"The smoke got so thick I 
couldn 't see the in strument 
panel, " Major Taylor continued, 
"I radioed - I 've got lo go ' -
and ejected. " 

His ch ate operated perfectly, 
l>u..t Taylor s urrered painful 
brllises to both thighs in land­
ing in the dense forest. 

"A llttle later on Air Force 
Skyrolder flew overheod ond I 
wo1 able to talk to him on my 
s11rvlvol radio transceiver. My 
legs hurt so bod I couldn't walk. 
I could hear gunfire and people 

~Ii ng.'' 

pene trator with Ute bambo -
I spent some anxious moments 
untangling it and climbing onto 
the melal seat" smiled Major 
Taylor. 

The paramedic aboard the 
rescue chopper, SSgl George E. 
Hant of Leaksv1lle, N. C., was 
the first to •spot Major Taylor. 
By this time he had been in the 
j ungle sli1htly over an hour. 

The r escue, according lo A-1 E 
Skyraider pilot Capt. Charles B. 
Skelton, Homedale, Idaho, and 
Maj. Adrian D. Youngblood of 
Hedley, Tex., helicopter com· 
mander, was " just routine. " 

Yes, my friends, a race it will be, 
Betwet•n Air Rescue and those 

damned VC. 
The Jolly Green Giant is soon 

in the air, 
Four brave men who'll head 

straight there, 
Only one thought passing to and 

fro 
To ;ave their comrade from 

Charlie below. 
That man down there is hurting 

bad, 
A stranger in the enemy's land. 
They know he's there and are 

searching too, 
To try and find him before we do. 
That man down there is a lonely 

man, 
H.: came, he fought, and now he's 

down. . 
Down on his own among the VC, 
Far from the people he came to 

free. 
Will he ever rehlrn to his friends 

and kin, 
That land so far from Ho Chl 

Minh? 
Thal land he loves to call his 

own, 
His wife, his child, that land, his 

home. 
Dusk approaches, a new sound 

too; 
Is it? No, it can't be true, 
He looks, he stares, and soon he 

can see, 
The friendly shape of the HH3C. 
His flashlight gleams, the. chop· 

per turns, 
The crew can see him he's one 

of theirs. ' 
Soon they land and whisk him 

free, 
Free from the hand of those 

damned VC. 
And so, my friend, when you are 

down, 
Do not worry, do not frown. 
.Remember our motto, and our 

¥Cs we will give; 
emember our motto: "That 
Others May Liv~ 

B · 'm-ets 
T , . 

re:"'tt" \' 



3d ARBGp Hist, Oct-Dec 66 

1. (U) In the late &!ternoon ot 18 October 1966, C1-own Bravo (HU-116, Sli 517145) 
on orbit mission (Det 1-3-78-lS Oct) en-er .the Oalt ot Tonld.n tailed to return tO 
home base at Dana~. Control igciq became avare ot pouaible .. rgs:ie;r because of : 
l.aek of operations nonnal report.a .trom. Crovn BraTO at l'100L and 1730L. Organir.ed · 
search began that evening ~d <?O~t111!1ed ,un\ll ~ ~n ,:?S .Octobe~ 66.14th no sight­
ings or fin:iirgs reported. · Aircratt was aas~ed to YI ~ and lad a t.otal ot 
eeTI'll crewmein aboard. Loss ot the HU-16 amphibian'waa i•eparted as lldas~ due to 
hostile action. _, ' - ·• ~ 

j. (U) cm 20 October. JofiT ·er.en ~ 02 (SR 65-W?e) on· ari ACR mfaaion (Det 2-
3-117-20 Oc!t) vas diaabled by !'tl9peeted -~~ ptmd: ·fiJ·e • .. 01.l preaa'Ur"e was lost 
a.rxi the HH-3E he.licopter va.s forced to lmd in & liastilf ·.are&~ The er9W an1 a · 
recer.tly reex>Te?19d elf"Tivor v~fre quickly ' taken a~rd tl• at.her. HH-)B (high bird) 
and ther ·dep&rted the area. · ·RE.5CCRT (A-l!e) .deetro,.d 'th~ _ disa~ ~ol~. Green 
to O prevent it rran falling into 'llntriendly hands.~ A • ~ -

k . (U) On 28 October Pedro 42 (RH-4JF, S1f 62-45ll) pn an Antr7 Med Evac m.Usion 
(Det 9-38-Jl-28 Oct) near Pleiku vu shot· cbwn and burD!d. Three evacuees an:i the 
~ight Mec.har.ic in t he rear or the helicopter were kill 1d . A.my trooos ani the 
?3. n~s'::ue m;>.:i (?J ) en t::e g~nd h~ !'~ get the Pilot al:! Copilo t out. or the 
': ..::-:::..."1g wr"!..:kage u.1·.!e::- er. ~ -::ry fire. ~. e FJ , ?1.lot a."ld CJpil ot were ncw:-i out t h e 
next mar ninf by ar.othe r Fedr o hel icopter. The Co.i:ilot 3Ubseql1'nt l.y d ie d fro:!! 
:_., ~uries re cei vec! in ti:e Si oo ting down and crash at ,the helicopter. 

1. ( U) l ;i th e a!'ter :iocn of 29 Cct Pedro 56 (SN·62-4525 ) nying in suwort 
of ti'e m.iss:..o r. (Det 9-38- 31- 28 Oct ) in which Pedro 42 w:i.s lo&t, received & 

·ro ::..i ~~· o+- gr7J· r.c fire u. .i !-.aC. to cake & f creed l.arx!l!l' a t. A!'!'Jy LZ .3-Hot el, near 
?:~ ;.,,11 . C:-c·" sus tair.e j c:::.y :Ur.or i.r.jur1e s arrl was retcrne'.1 to Ptiil:<u t ha t 
~ .. , er :;ocn. i-'.P.- !.3 (?e:i !"'·: 56 ) wa.s repa:. red locally and 13 back i n operati on. 

tr.. (IJ) Cn 15 Nc:·1en ~!"', Det .:i. ch~nt 12. , 38 ARRSq loc 3.ted at Tuy" Hoa AB, SVN 
'::>e cam~ ope::-'\tb:-.al , T1,;~: !-:ca is sit '.l ated appro xi :'DDtely 5::) r::iles no rt~ of Nha. 
Trang on the Vietna:n ~oast . One HH-4J9 is prese~ly &ssigTJt d; however, & 

seoorrl l{~ -43 ·..n l l te ~l"'c e .:'. t~.ere when reoour ce s per.nit . 

n . (C ) ( GP-4) Jo l l.J Gr~en 52 (SN 64-14229) lost transmission oil pressure (15 Nov) . 
S"l c:-tly :ifte r launch or: a.~ ACR mission and mde a f o r ced lArding. Parts were 
~S"pa':.c .~~ l."!d ::iai:-:t e;.s. ~·: e perfcmed ir. ~e field. On return, severe tra.ns­
:r.:.ss i .Jn prob~=is de·.-e lo":ed after short fl:i.ril!. arxi Jolly Green 52 vas forced 
t o lar.d. Due tc unce rtain re : e:: ':. io !1 -:,y :!.cc-'ll. popu].'l.ce, cre;.r was ev&eUlted ~nd 
!:-i~dl7 fo :-c es su; :-llea ':..") ~rct~ct. a.~.rcraft ur.til repairs CClllrl be m de, 
C:c:-a..!'t subsec;ue::tly ~ ,;-a i r-~d at lar.d:. rr si ·, e :md ncw n to secure base. 
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Rescue HU-16 SEA Losses 

II Toil·· 'I:~ Df'fP I 1-nrntimt I Call J'llUIUJel' llHff•~ !1 S 
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ARRSH-67/1 132 

Combat Loss of Personnel 

Mission 1-3-78-18 October 1966 . It began in a rou-

tine manner as so many others had f o r Major Angstadt and 

his crew of the HU-16B, 51-7145. The Major was scheduled 

to fly a precautionary orbit over t he Gulf of Tonkin to 

aid fighter pilots who might require assistance. 

The fear that all was not well with 7145 was born 

when one of those "Operation Normal ' reports was not 

received. A search, which was begun immediately and was 

suspended on 26 March, never revealed any information on 

the fate of 7145 or the seven Rescuemen aboard. 

A list of the crewmen who are missing follows: 25 

Crewmen 

Angstadt, Ralph H., Maj 
Long, John H. s., 1st Lt 
Rackley, Inzar w., Jr., 

Capt 
Hill, Robert L., TSgt 
Clark, Lawrence (NMI), 

SS gt 
Adams, Steven H., A2C 
Shoneck, John R., SSgt 

Position 

RCC 
Copilot 
Nav 

FM 
RO 

PJ 
FM 

37th ARRSq 
37th ARRSq 
37th ARRSq 

37th ARRSq 
37th ARRSq 

33rd ARRSq 
Det 7, 38th 
ARRSq 

Mission 9-38-31-29 October 1966 . Thi s was a heli-

copter mission for the medical evacuation of wounded 

25. TSgt Philip N. McKinnon, ARPCB. 



He Went to War and Never Came Home 
by CMSgt. Vickie M. Graham 

photos courtesy of Cindy Barnard and Bruce Adams 

On Aug. 5, 1988, 21 years after her fighter-pilot hus­

band was killed on a mission over North Vietnam, Vickie 

Stephensen laid to rest the remains of the only man she 

ever loved. "This is it," she thought to herself as Col. 

Mark Stephensen 's casket slowly desce11dc!d in to the 

grave. "It's finally over. This i t"liefpe. iod at the end of 

the sentence." 

riod. 

r 

one of 2,264 Americans still unaccounted 

q1i'theast Asia. 

Like all those whose fate is unknown, S teve is more 

than a name etched in granite an the Vietn am Veterans 
.. 

Memorial in Wlt~Hington, l}.C. 11,e was a f un-loving kid 
from the Iowa Corn Belt who strapped on manhood and 

headed off to war. 

He's still gone, but not forgotten by the younger brother 

and sister who still wait. Although they reali,:e Steve may not 

have survived, their memories do. 

This is how they remember him. 
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e lived in Spencer, Iowa, which is some­
where between the middle of nowhere and 
the middle of everything," said Cindy, 41, an 
elementary-school music teacher and the 
middle child in the Adams family. "Steve 

was six years older than I was, but if he ever com­
plained about his little sister tagging along, I never knew 
it. He was very protective and took care of me when the 
older kids got a little rough. He'd show me off to his 
friends and did the same with Bruce." 

Steve was 9 years old when Bruce was born and like 
most big brothers, showed his little brother the ropes of 
Midwestern childhood. "He got a kick out of teaching 
me how to sneak into the fairgrounds through a hole in 
the fence," said Bruce, 38, a dentist. "And it was Steve 
who introduced me to Playboy." 

Born to Jean Chamberlain Adams and Gale Ernest 
\ dams at 1 I: 15 a.m. on Sept. 25, 1944, Steven Harold 
,dams weighed in at a hefty 9 pounds, 8 ounces and 

was 24 inches long. World War II captured the day's 
headlines, and "Going My Way" grabbed four major 
academy awards that year, including best picture. 

Steve took his first steps at I 0-and-a-half months, 
according to an entry in his baby book. "You have 
rretty teeth, but suck your thumb," his mother wrote. 

vbruary 1993 

) . 

Then ~dma R 1th Adams died when he was only 
three, and Jean scrib1Jled, "It was quite a shock, even to 
a little boy. You th01..ght God was mean to take her, and 
also you thought the airplanes would bump into her up 
in heaven." 

Gale, the town's Wonder Bread man, delivered bak­
ery goods on a route so familiar he could've driven it 
blindfolded. At day' ~ end, he'd bring home a doughnut 
br Twinkie for each of bis children, saying the comer 
grocer had someho\/ "forgotten" them on the truck. 
Jean, a homemaker, I appily flung open the doors at 613 
W. 11th St. to the er tire gaggle of neighborhood raga­
muffins. 

"Our parents wer.:: wonderful role models for us," 
Cindy recalled. "Wt didn't have a lot, but we were 
comfortable. If then• were any money problems, we 
were never told. Tha 's just the way it was. We enjoyed 
a stress-free childhc od where Midwestern values of 
church, family and n spect for others were the founda­
tion of our lives." 

The family lived in a small , white Cape Cod-style 
home on a tree-liner street where Dennis the Menace 
could've wreaked hh unendi ng mischief on poor Mr. 
Wilson. A basketball hoop above the single-car garage 
provided hours of ho· ly contested games of H-0-R-S-E, 
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Steve aJ 2 112 years old with his dad, Gale, who was not 
only the Wonder Bread man, but a wonderfulfaJher. 

and a small pine tree on the front lawn - now more 
than 80 feet tall - suffered collisions with out-of-con­
trol bikes and trikes boring down on it at breakneck 
speed. 

The back yard boasted a large enclosure where Steve 
raised and bred fantail pigeons, which he showed at the 
county fair with moderate success. Aquariums contain­
ing tropical fish - which he also bred and raised to 
show at the fair - were stationed at strategic points 
throughout the house. Beyond the back yard, acres and 
acres of corn fields, which later gave way to grazing 
land for caltle, served as fertile playgrounds for inven­
tive games of hide-and-seek. 

30 

··whenever a tree fel , we'd make forts and huts out 
of it," Cindy recalled rom her choir room at Davis 
Middle School in Evamton, Wyo. "We'd play outside 
until dark, when Mom would call us into the house for 
supper." 

Tucked into the nortl western corner of Iowa where 
the Little Sioux and Od eyedan Rivers meet, Spencer's 
townsfolk didn' t worry much about kidnappers, drug 
dealers and drive-by s~ ootings in the '50s and '60s. 
Heck, there were only a 1out 10,000 people, and every­
body knew everybody el ~e. At Halloween, the kids didn't 
even have to check tht ir treats for nasty things like 
razor blades or straight i:ins. 

Gangs? Well, they w.!ren't like the gangs you see in 
the news today. The mo~ t trouble any kid from Spencer 
ever got into was soapin1 the post office windows, T.P.­
ing the trees at the high school or tipping over some 
farmer's outhouse. 

"My fondest memorie'i were our vacations at Arnolds 
Park on Spirit Lake," Ci 1dy said. "It was only 17 miles 
from Spencer and right l)n the Iowa-Minnesota border, 
but people from all ove · the country would spend the 
entire summer there." 

So did the Adams fan ily. They'd hitch up the camp­
ing trailer and tow it to their favorite campsite shortly 
after school let out for th;! year. 

Gale drove his bread route during the day while the 
kids swam and played. Steve, ever the protector, as­
sumed the role of lifeguard and arbitrator in his father's 
absence. After work, Gale returned to the lake, where 
potluck dinner with the other campers became an al­
most everyday routine. 

Little League offered an outlet for Steve's athletic 
prowess, and at 10 he'd dready decided on a career. He 
wanted to be a scientist. 

But academics didn't interest him much as a young­
ster. Teachers said the Jldest Adams boy didn't pay 
attention in class and spent most of his classroom hours 
day-dreaming. It wasn't until years later that doctors 
discovered Steve had suf'ered a slight hearing loss as an 
infant - thought to be congenital - which could 
explain his seeming inatt•!ntiveness in class. 

"Even so, he was an : verage student, preferring the 
social side of school rath -!r than its academic program," 
Bruce said, chuckling a• he read a high-school year­
book "award" for Steve'~ apparent ability to "make out 
continually until 1999." 

"He was a popular, outgoing, carefree spirit, and I 
idolized him," Bruce ad< ed. "He loved animals, and I 
can still picture the day he called me up to his room, 
excitement ringing in hi~ voice. When I walked in, he 
was lying on his back in bed with a big grin on his face. 
Our tabby cat had deliver.!d its litter right on his belly!" 

The two brothers spen hours in the garage, tinkering 
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with engines and making homemade go-i...arts. On one 
daring dash down Spencer's open streets. Bruce broke 
his leg at the wheel of Steve's little wonder machine. 
Not long after, they stopped their racing escapades, as 
Steve shifted his interests to more mature endeavors. 
Like playing baritone in the band and acting in what­
ever play Gordon Liggett, the high-school speech teacher, 
directed. 

"When Steve walked on stage, he virtually became 
the person he was portraying," Cindy said. "He could 
play comedy or drama, but I remember best his role as 
Happy in ' Death of a Salesman. ' " 

Sometime during Steve's sophomore year, his dad 
began suffering from complications of diabetes. Trips 
to the lake sapped his strength, and the following sum­
mer, Steve got a job pumping gas and fixing flats at 
Marv's Conoco. In taking on more responsibility, he 
spent less and less time at the lake and continued work­
ing after school and on weekends to help with the fam­
ily finances. 

In 1962, at age 37, his father died. Steve, a high­
school junior, became the man of the house. Jean re­
turned to school, eventually becoming a licensed practi­
cal nurse. 

He dated Cindy Dalby, Janeen 
Berge, Patty Lake and Mary Hallaeur, 
the latter being his on-and-off steady. 
"Mary was a spontaneous, carefree 
spirit just like Steve," Cindy said. "She 
was a ski bum of sorts, wore very little 
makeup and when Steve left, she vowed 
to wait for him. To this day, she has 
never married." 

Following graduation, Steve headed 
for Still River, Mass., to live with his 
Uncle Harley. "He'd saved up enough 
money to buy his pride and joy, a 1958 
baby blue Chevy convertible," Cindy 

1d, pointing to a picture of it in her 
lami ly album. " He took a couple of 
college courses, but found no interest 
in school. Steve would be the first to 
admit he 'd itzed' around in schoo l, but 
he was no dummy." 

Vietnam was quickly becoming a 
h1111sehold word, and in 1965, he en-
1 ·d. " I guess it 's no surprise he vol­
u111cered for pararescue training." Cindy 
':1id. "'He always enjoyed protecting 
people." 

l\nd surpris ing people. On a short break between 
ll;11ning classes. Steve unexpectedly walked into the 
l1111"c and swore Cindy to secrecy saying. "Shhhh! Don't 
11 \ lnm rm home.·· She \\a\ upstairs dr)ing her hair 
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and didn't hear her son burst thrnugh the door. 
" He loved doing ti ings like that." Cindy said. '·He 

had a mischievous bert and got a big kick out of it." 
On another occasior , the baby-faced .young man asked 

for some help with his macho appearance. "He couldn't 
even grow a healthy ;tubble," Cindy recalled . " So he 
asked if I could put some mascara on his upper lip to fill 
in his mustache!" 

When he'd earned the coveted maroon beret of a 
pararescueman, he supported a few Apollo moon mis­
sions, standing by inc< se of an emergency. On Mother's 
Day 1966, he said goojbye to his family and headed for 
Okinawa as part of tre rescue backup for yet another 
moon launch. It was during that assignment he was 
tasked for a temporary duty assignment, flying search 
and rescue missions. In Vietnam. 

On Oct. 18, he departed Da Nang AB aboard an 
HU-16 Albatross. His mission: pick up a downed pilot 
about 80 miles off the China coast in the northern sector 
of the Gulf of Tonkin. 

Two A 1-E Skyhaw <s escorted the rescue plane, re­
turning to base only alter the pi lot was safely on board 
the Albatross. The last radio transmission with Steve's 

The Adams' kids (from 'eft): Steve, Cindy and Bruce. 
They grew up i11 north11-estem Iowa i11 the '50s and '60s 
where the worst "crime~" were rnaping wi11dows aud 
turning over outhouses. 
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plane occurred at 5:4~ p.m. Although nying in marginal 
weather, the seven-m.!mber crew gave no indication of 
trouble. 

They were never h1.!ard from again. 
" I can remember\\ hat I was wearing and what I was 

doing the day I learned he was missing," Cindy said. "l 
was walking home \\ ith my boyfriend, Ron Johnson, 
when Bruce rode up on his bike, screeched to a halt and 
shouted, 'Get home -- NOW!' I told him to bug off -
a typical response to ' ' little brother." 

When she walked into the house, her mother was in 
tears. "She had reman ied during the time Steve left, and 
she and my step-father told us what had happened," Cindy 
said. "Worst of all, we were told by the government not to 
tell anyone because Steve was on a highly classified mis­
sion. We couldn't share our shock or grief with anyone -
not even relatives. Thir king back on it, that was more than 
anyone should ask of another human being." 

Why Steve Adaans? 
When POW/MIA bracelets first hit the runway in 

tb~~ e 1Q0s~ I looked specifically fott one engraved 
w1uv1 ~name of an enlisted ~an. il wasn't easy: 
M ~lhe names belonged to pilots shot down on 

1i over North Vietnam. 
o ~ the bottom of the box containing doze~s 

o( s bra~elets, lay a single silver band etched 
witl(~~~ords: 

S/Sgt; Steven Adams 
lf);.f~66 
I'd found "my man." Like many who purchased 

the metal bands, I never removed it from my wrist, 
thinking something bad would happen to Steve if I 
did. It finally irritated my skin to the point where I 
was forced to coat the inside with clear nail polish -
a small sacrifice compared to what Steve was experi­
encing. If he was still alive. 

When Operation Homecoming kicked off at Clark 
AB in the Philippines, I hoped to see Steve step off 
one of the C-141s that brought our POWs their first 
taste of freedom. Assigned to the base at the time, I 
was determined to meet him and return his bracelet. 
If he was still alive. 

But his name never appeared on the list of return­
ing POWs. I'd often wondered what Steve looked 
like, where he grew up and what he was like. Then, 
this summer, I noticed a newspaper article contain­
ing his name. It also mentioned a brother, Bruce, 
who lived in Laramie, Wyo. I quickly called the 
information operator, hoping he was listed. My heart 

in 
New York to 
find him. 

I learned Steve alS<) had a younger sister, Cindy, 
and worried they migt t not want to relive their grief 
by telling a complete stranger who Steve was and 
what he was like. A f.:w weeks later, I visited them 
in Wyoming, looked lt old scrapbooks, laughed at 
the stories from their childhood, held one of Steve's 
baby teeth in my hand and, yes, even shed a few 
tears with them. 

In that regard, I co 1sider myself lucky. Because 
unlike the thousands who wore POW bracelets and 
whose "men" never re:urned, I got to know the man 
on my wrist. I considered giving my bracelet to Bruce 
or Cindy, but decided to keep it. Steve' s bracelet is 
safely tucked away now, waiting for him to come 
home and claim it. If he's still alive .... 

-- CMSgr. Vickie M. Graham 
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About a year later, the family received a call from an 
American Red Cross worker who had attended a closed­
door meeting in which Steve's name was mentioned. 
"He's alive, well and presumed to be in a hospital in 
Southeast Asia," the caller said . "Upon exiting the 
aircraft, his left side was severely injured." 

Within a few days, two Air Force casualty 
officers cautioned the family "not to 
li sten to outsiders," 
Bruce said. "They told 
us that only a govern­
ment source could be 
trusted. Now, I'm not 
so sure." 

Ignoring their ad­
vice in an attempt to 
learn what had hap­
pened to her son, Jean no­
tified a friend in the intelligence community who spoke 
with the caller and confirmed the information given to 
the family. She died from breast cancer in 1980 at age 
56, never knowing the fate of her first-born son. 

"My grandmother died of the same thing," Cindy 
said. "But I'll always believe the stress surrounding 
Steve's disappearance speeded up the disease. Looking 
back, with my parents dying so young and Steve miss­
ing when I was still in school, you know, Bruce and I 
were robbed. By the time I was 30, I had no parents and 
only one brother instead of two." 

It's been 27 years since Cindy or Bruce saw their 
brother. And no one knows when they ' ll find out what 
happened to him. They' re frustrated and bitter, wanting 
only to know the truth. 

" I wish more than anything that Steve would walk 
through that door right now," Cindy said. "But I realize 
that's probably not going to happen. I wonder how long 
it will be before we find out what really happened. If we 
ever do." 

Until then the questions remain . Because of that, for 
Cindy and Bruce, and especially for Steve, there is no 
period at the end of this sentence o 

Steve (upper left) played baritone in the school band. 
That's him standing 011 the left. Like most young men, 
Steve's pride and joy was his car (top), a baby blue 
Cl1evy convertible. Steve as a two-striper (right) wearing 
11is hard-earned maroon beret. 
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Jo2.ly Greer. 02 (Lo·.f :Jird) and Jolly Green 36 (H i gh Bird) were scrambled 
frco. Nak.hon Phanom at 00302. Take-off v1as accoraplis.N d at 003-42 and both 
helicopters proceeded to coordinates 16°/58 N, 1050/53 E, •:There two F-4C 
pilots (;,vel16er 3) had ejected. ~route to the seen; , a revised position 
of 99°/79 N.M. from TACan Channel 89 was received, w.1ich later proved to 
be more accurate than the original coordinates. The Jolly Greens were es­
corted to the area by Sandy 07 and 08. Sandys 2 and 3 were on the scene 
when we arrived at 01202, and through use of UHF/DF <l.nd visual sightings 
on the Sandy a ircraft , we determined the general location of the downed 
pilot s . vo;_r;--. contact 0c 3;1.l.:' :· -:!hannel ·,...as r:ade ar.d Joll:· J;·een 02 estc.b­
lish~d "" !;over over the r-:aJ 3cz.: pilo,, . L .. ~ para.cl, 11~ ~ .. :. er-.tar:z led i.."1 
the top of a 200 f oot tre ;, .i:L.c11 t.h rotor ~1<:.s: _ ca:: ::; ... ::.. :-. . ~0usl:,- c ::!..ose tc 
untangling from th~ lii-Ws. ':':~c ;,L..rvivu.c lk.d d:..·r_~..:. :"""E""/ ~-~ ._-_::..:.c:::·r:::=z--:--rom­
his pt.ra.chute hirness to L:.J- ~;,rngle penet,r::.tor, c:..ric : .,is __ ~r_;a.sed the tirr.e 
reqtd.red for the pick-up. ::nter.se gro1...nd fire frcr.1 1earby auto;;iatic i·1~apons 
v.;as h~::i.rd and could be felt hitting the helicopter J :-om the left side before 
the pilot could position himself on the penetrator. Ordinance was requested 
from Sandy 5, but since the exact location of the se ~ond downed pilot was 
unknown, he deemed it inadvisable to expend ordinanc~. The tail of the 
helicopter was turned into the on-coming grotmd fire and the pick-up contin­
ued. 'i'he survivor .,,-a,:., .;01...nded in t.....-o p2ces -•. hile ;__ ~ i::-; :-r ised on the hoist . 
The pi'Ck-dp ·1·1a3 ccn.pl.;!t3d after 3 minutes 01 Lovenn 'l:: Ir.i;:.:::ic:iately after 
take-off with the survivor on board, the tr-cn~missic 1 oil pressure dropped 
to zero and the warning light illuminated. Flight was continued for approx­
imately six miles. 

Jolly Green 36 had established an orbit on the 100°/74 N.M. radial of 
Channel 89 while Jolly Green 02 dropped below t he cl )ud d eck to effect the t/1 ,.(' 
recovery. Visual monitoring of Jolly Green 02 was i..1possible because of 9 ri..f 1 I 
the clouds and he was last observed on a heading of 1400. As Jolly Green 02 :J 'J / /\ j 
disappeared from view, Sandy 05 reported ground fire in t he vicinity of the td \Ji Vj '-i 
survivors. Shortly a f terwards, JollY. Green 02 also reported ground fire ~ V ( '\1 ~ 
during his pick-up effort on the £~fit seat man. Ap) roxil:Jately three min- ~ \ ~ cl 
utes later, 02 r eported t hat he had zero t rans:.nissio;1 oil pressure, that he ~'4 \!J! \J 

was [;Oing to land, and requested that Jolly Green 36 come down and try to O f / ~ 1 

pick them up . 36 ·immediately began a circling desce.1t, visually located 02;::: 0 ' ....... \ 

upon breaking out below the cloud cover, and maneuve., ed into a trail posit~.;' ;~, 
approximately one-half mile behind, and above 02. O! · ... as observed at apprcfg-~ ·~\ 
ii;iately 500 feet altitude, descending, and headin;; for a clearirl5. Jolly ~ _g ~' 
Green 36 observed a villa6e located or. the edge of d~ 1 s ir.tended landing a~~ 
and so advised him. 02 acknowledged and continu~d t o fiLy at approxim:l.telyQ 6 ~ ,t-

\ 100 feet above the trees to another clearing about o . e half r:tile further away-
1where he executed his landing and shut down. Jolly_1;reen 36 dropped his tips , 
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be3~ dlilllping fuel during the approach , ana l.andir.,~ hhich ~1.:1- o.':::ow.t 25 ".1§.rdS , 
from J2. Dense elephant grass separated the two a _rcraft . Ground fire wc:..s 
ai;~in erico...un,e:·8d oy J: as :.he creil-n~embers evacu:q ed their aircraft . 1".;o 
cre·.;- ::i:!::-.ters received superficial wounC.s from bull !t fragments , (The Flight 
l·:ech::.nic and Paramedic) . -.. ben the fow.r r~e:icovter cre·.-n:1en ::..nd the survivor 
had boarded, a J.Jaximum. performance take- off was ;)Elde, clirnbin6 to 2000 feet 
abcve the terr.:.in. Duri~g the cli:ab ot.:.t , JcXWP±::z:~ directed Sandys 07 
ar-.d 08 to destroy Jolly Green 02. Sandys 07 and OB rolled in on the downed 
helicopter and when it was last seen, dense whi te ~;make wa s rising from it . 
Upon request, Sandy O~ and 07 victored 36 :.~to the are~ of th~ back s~at 
pilot and arounc ~ever:i.l populated areas . ..\.· N3. i l ~.irc:i:aft orbiting the . 
C.cwn~d .pilot src":-t~d ti:'.· • :_ocation for 36 by poin+:~=-·t. ·.·::.th ) -L l<::f:., ·.,in; • • 
'~his ;:ia:•r:::..n._ s .:-.ved v.-.lt:able tin1e in locati:.,J ':-he :'" . ~:- ·..:. V \.:>:" be ca~ .~ of t:.;,ll.;..;;c.-~ 
1-:."~~ nw:1!5t:r. Ol ·,-,"!,i:!: .i.'::Tc!ctc ...... s "L.1.rc·~ :iu\..o.:. ~ .· ' en:..~ _ .. t a . ;.t Vuic~ cv.-iu:::;..r!:...c.; -
•"ion with t.he -s.:..r:vi.Y·J.· : ._s t.''.L:s .. :issions \lere 
r~~ci.J.153..e . a hoi:-er ovi::'!' tf:e .,.:-~~s, .L .u .ard saw several armed 
men start fr<=im the j ... 1l:,le into a clearing aoout 75 yards away . He l eveled 
his 1·_- T6 and .~::.red fru::! U:e hip at tf.e r:.en . .tl.l ~- n c.is<:r-J-.ec.red ::i.=:'.ec:lliliel.y; ~ 
but 6round fire continued t hroughout the ick • 1he .!.'iring o.L th~ L- 16 ·in 
u. o::a:.ic :m. e wi .ou prior warninf; from .'.il.:t 1ard led 36 to beI~"eve' he was ? ? 2. 
una.er f:..re free. ben_;ath th~ .::.ircr~ft and 06 de_Rart~ d the scene. 'l'his mistake 
.1c.:.s discover~d and 36 r eturned to the :..rea .1hefe tl-e pickuj, \;a.:; '!'..::td_e at , 
ap2'::·c:<ll.lltely at O.:?JO~ . Sandy 05 advised a depart i..re !'le<'-din~ and a.11 airc raft 
b~~an a return lo Channel 89. 

During the Nturn flight and join- ups, Sandy CS was unaccounted for . 
Sandy 05 was encountering engine difficult ies at the same time. :rr eckage of 
Sandy 08 was discovered in the recovery area by unknovm aircraft . Additional 
SAR effort was impossible by Jolly Green 36 because of fuel state (750 lbs) 
and recovery Has made at Channel 89 at 04052. .-e.:J.t"ler g'nerally ·,;as 0 ocd 
throughout the missicn. Cloud conditions in the pick-up area were 3500 AGL 
broken and visi bility 10 miles . 

Radio discipline was good except by the fighte r aircraft flying hi&.Q~t~ ~ 
cover. Unnecessary radio chatter o~ UHF on t he sce-ie was excessiveC~~~Y~·'~? 

'{\O~t2 ~'/'<;fa ; ~ 
Nur.i.ero'l4s white parachutes i n t rees in the area of t~~1hled _p:i:I'ot~J~#T 

... c.:.i.t.:.Sed d i fficu'.lty in pin- pointing the do·:med pi lot ' ;; ~~t~ \l°I ~t~~~ble 
to clif [erenti;..:.te bet·,;een a per sonnel chute and a ni:ri~~k!..it~ ~r., Since 
t he size cannot be determined when the chutes a r e h.ing~~·~ l imbs of a tree. 

TIME : 001282 TIMS: ~2Z 
DC.!N.ID ?ILOT: 1st Lt . Joseph E. J.~errick DC.iN ID PILCiT: haj or Lacey Breckenridge 
R~OV.:!:aY AREA: 099°/79 N. M. R~OlillY AREA: 0990/79 N.M. 
RADIO PRGC:ZDURZS: Excellent. RADIO PROCEDURES : Excell ent 
CRE'.I CCCRDINA TICN: Excellent CID!'/ CCORDINATICN : Excellent 

JOLLY GREEN - 02 JGLL., GR.!:,~ 36 
RCC - M3.j or Adrian D. Youngblood RCC -- Captain Leland T. Kennedy 
RCCP - 1st Lt. Edward G. Burforf)OWNGRADEfYCCP - 1st Lt . Elmer C. Lavender 
HM - A2C Gary R. Meyer ~ SSgt Raymond Godsey 
PJ - A2C Thomas C. Davis I Al"-1 AFq·2\J4ljC.:. AlC Robert J . Hard 

CjRC~C·t;~"-n.-~l®i'ie~\}r' mAF • 0 .. fl~ . {b 'fJ~. () . 
L 
~ f.. µ Hq ARRS SC No. .6~37f/J 

2 CQP~~!:~"lllA s1111d 



I CONFIDENTIAL 1 
3d ARRGp Hist, Oct-Dec 66 

Det 2-3-ll7-20 Oct (RCC Narrati. ve) 

(C) (GP-4) Jolly Green 02 (Low Bird) and Jolly Greer. 36 (Hi gh Bird) were 
scrambled at 00302. Take-off was accomplished at 00342 arrl l::oth helicopters 
proceeded to a point SW of Dong Hoi, where two F-4C i:ilots ( Avenger 3 ) had 
ejected. Enfoute to the scene, a revised position was received, Wiich later 
proved to be more accurate than the original coordinat.es. The Jolly Greens 
were escorted to the area by Sandy (J'1 and 08. Sandys 2 and 3 were on the 
sCE!l e wl'E n we arrived at 0120Z, and through use of UHF /DF and visual sightings 
on the Sandy aircraft, we determined the general loc ation of the downed pilots. 
Voice contact on guard channel was made and Jolly Green 02 established a hover 
over the rear seat pilot. His parachute was entangled in the top of a 200 foot 
tree, which the rotor wash came dangerously close to untangl ing from the limbs. 
The survivor had difficulty transferring from his parachute h&r~ss to the 
jungle penetrator, and this increased the time requi red for the pick up . Intense 
ground fire fran nearby automatic weapons was heard a nd could be felt hitting the 
helicopter from tl'E left side before the pilot could position himself on the pene­
trator. Ordnance was requested from Sandy 5, but sinc.e the exact location of the 
second cbwned pilot was unknown, he deened it inadvis able to expEl'ld ordnance. 
The tail of the helicopter was turned into the on-coming groun:i fire and the 
pick-up conti.mzd._ The survivor was ww.nded in t'WO places while beir.g raised on 
the hoist. The pick-up was completed after 8 minutes of hovering . In.med1a tely 
&f'ter take-off with the survivor on board, the transmission oil pressure dropped 
to zero and the w&ming light illmnim.ted. Flight was continued for approxi­
mtely six miles. Jolly Green J6 had establiS'led an orbit while Jolly Green 
02 dropped belDw the cloud deck to effect the recovery. Visual monitoring of 
Jol~ Green 02 was impossible because of the clouds a :id he was last observed 
on a heading of 140°. As Jolly Green 02 disappeared from view, Sandy 05 
reported grourii fire in the vicinity of the survivors. Shortly afterwards, 
Jol~ Green 02 al.s:> reported groUili fire during his pick-up effort on the rear 
seat pilot. Approximately three m.inut es later, 02 re ported that he bad zero 
transmission oil pressure, that he was going to land, and requested t hat Jolly 
Green 36 come down arrl tzy to pick them up. 36 immedi ately began a circling 
descent, visually located 02 approxi.mtely one-half mile ahead and below. 
02 was cl:> served at approx:i.Jna tely 500 feet altitude, descendi~, and heading 
for a clearing. Jolly Green 36 observed a village l o: ated on the edge of 02's 
intended landing area am so advised him. 02 acknowledged and continued to fly 
at approximately 100 feet ab:>ve the trees to another clearing a\lput one half 
mi~ further away where he executed his la.ndi~ a1'Ii s hut dcwn, Jolly Green 36 
dropped his tips, began dumpi~ fuel during the appro a.ch, arrl laming which 
was aboot 25 yards from 02. Dense elephant grass separated the tW> aircraft. 
Ground fire was again !!!lcountered by 02 as the crew-members evacuated their 
aircraft. Two crew-members recei. ved superficial '.«>un:is from bullet fragments, 
{The Flight Mechanic and Para.Il1'dic) . When the four h! licopter crewmen and the 
surv1'or had boarded, a maximum performance take-o.fI l'las made, climbing to 
2CXX) feet ab:>ve the terrain. 
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I CONFIDENTIAL l 
Jd ARRGp Hist, Oct-Dec 66 

Du.ring the climb o\t., Joll7 Green 36 directed Sandys CJ'1 and 08 to destro7 Jolly 
Green 02. Sandys 07 and 08 rolled in on the downed heli copter and \lhen it w&s 
last seen, d!'nse whi ~e smoke wa.s rising !'rom it. Upon r equest, Sand7 05 and 07 
vectored 36 into the area of the back seat pilot and around several populated 
areas. A Nail aircraft orbi. ting the downed pilot spotted .his location for 36 
by pointing with his left wing. This marking saved valuable time in locating the 
survivor because of the large number of white parachutes thrrughout the entire 
area. Voice coIIlllunication with the survivor W&s established but only 50% of his 
transmissions were readable. As 36 came t.o & hover over the trees, AlC Ward saw 
several ared men start from the jungle-into a cl.earing about 75 yards away. He 
leveled his M-16 am fired from the hip at the men. All en disappeared :imnediately, 
but growrl fire .continued throughout the pickup. The f iring of the M-16 in 
aut.omatic made without prior warniQ5 from AlC Ward led 36 to believe he was under 
fire from beneath the aircraft and 36 departed the scene . This mistake was dis­
covered and 36 rettn"ned t.o tm area where the pickup was made at approximately 

' OJOOZ. Sandy 05 advised a departure heading and all air craft began a return to 
· base~ During the return flight and join-ups, Sandy 08 was unaccounted for . Sandy 

05 was encruntering engine difficulties at the same time . Wreckage of Sandy 08 
was discovered in the recovery a.rea by unknown aircraft. Additional SAR effort 
was impossible by Jolly Green J6 because of fuel state (750 lbs); recovery was ' 
made a.t 0405Z. Weather generally W&s good throughout t11e mission. Cloud con- · 
diti ons in the pick-up area were 35CO AGL broken and vi s!.. bility 10 miles. Radio 
discipline was good except by the fight er a:i. rcraft flying high cover. Unnecessary 
radio chatter on UHF on the scene wa.s excessive. Numer ous white parachutes in 
trees in the area of the domed pilots cmised difficulty in pin-pointing the 
down~d pilot's location. It is impossible to differenti ate between a personnel 
chute an:i a flare chute from the air. Since the Size cam ot be determined when 
the chutes are hanging from the limbs of a tree. 

Det 2-3-121-26 Oct (RCC Na.rra.tive) 

( C) (GP-4) While standing strip alert on 26 Oct 1966 word was received from 
~ Compress at 1130L that a mis sl..on was t.o be performed th1 t afternoon by the 
Jolly Greens &ld that the briefing would be given by r epresentatives \<tho 
were enroute. Beginning at 12201, the briefing was given which inclu:ied the 
following background inf orn:ation: A 9 man team wa.s discovered by enemy forces 
on the morni~ of 25 Oct 1966. At least one of the team was killed. The team 
apparentfy split up an::l were taking E and E action carr 1 1.ng a radio with a very 
weak battery. The last transmission received was a.OOut noon on 25 Oct. The 
briefer a.ssumed that the team was out of food an:i in grave danger of being 
killed ard/or captured. The we&t~r in the search area was, at briefing time, 
very poor bU:. forecasted t.o improve in the afternoon. Mission planning called 
for first aircraft (42 Zulu) t.o depart first to c~ck weather and initiate the 
search with Sandy's 04 and 05 to escort him and if visua l sighting was made 
Sandy 04 t.o be low le ad. Their departure time to be a t 1315L. Jolly Green's 
36 and 52 were to 9-epart a.oo ut JO minutes later escorted by Sandy's 06 am 07. 
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3d ARBGp Hist, Oct-Dec 66 

. 1. (U) In the late &!ternoon ot 18 October 1966, C1~wn Bravo (HU-fl.6, SH 5l7U5) 
on orbit mission (Det l-J-78-18_0ct) Over .the GW.t ot Tonkin tailed to return tO 
home base at Dana~. Control agenc, becae .vare'.ot pouaible .. rgeoq- because or 
lack o! operations nonnal reports .trca Crovn Bra-.o at l ' ' OOL a1id 1730L. Orgmized · 

· search began that evening &n:d c;ont~ed .11n\ll ~ on .~!S Octobel'.' 66. tq.th no eight-..... 
ings or tirxi.irgs reported . Aircraft ·vu us~ed ~ "37 ~ and lad a t.otal ot 
eeTil'l crevmtin aboard. Loss ct the HU-16 112phibian'.U' i •eparted as mies~ due to 
hos tile action. ·· ·· · ·· ' ~ · 

. j. (U) en ~O October. Jofii -Green ·02 (SH 65-12778) on an ACR misaion (Det 2-
3-ll?-20 ca) was diaabled by ~tmpected .~~ gromd: ·!ir e • . . Oil. presaur• was lost 
and the HH-3E helicopter was forced to lmd in a hOl!ltilJ ".are&~ . The crew a.rx1 a · 
recer.tly recoTe~d alf"TI.vor we·re quickly ·taken a~rd tl• Other. HH-3B {high bird) 
and the;r ·deputed the area. · ·B,&5CCRT (A-lla) Aest"?O,..d th ~ disabi.~ Jolq. Green 
to. prevent it tran !al.ling into unfriendly hands.'= ·' 

k. (U) On 28 October Pedro 42 (RH-43F, 51' 62-4511) pn an ~ Med !Yac llission 
( Det 9-38-31-28 Oct) near Pleiku waa shot· cbwn and bur ned . Three evaeu~s &Di the 
F:.ight, Me&. ar.ic in t he r ear of the helicopter were kill•, d. A.rmy troops ani the 
?· 3. :-'l~ s -:;Je l!L".:i ( ?J) on tr.e gr::)l nd h~ )'led g~t t he Pilot a"li Copilot out of the 
·::: ,.=::.:.....•g wr~ ..:kage u.1·.!e:- ~~ '=r:J fi r e. ~e FJ , ?!.l ot anc CJpilot were ficv:l out th e 
next mer n.i!'.£ by ano the r Fedr o hel i copter . The Coi;ilot 3Ubseqtl'ntly d ied fro:!l 
::..,,~u ri es re cei ved in tr.e S"looting dowr. 1nd crash at ,the helicopter. 

1. (U) I n th e a fter :locn of 29 Cct. Pedro 56 (SN · 62- !+ 525 ) fiying in suwort 
o f U- e mis s :'..o r. (Det 9-38-31-28 Oct) in which Pedro 42 w:is lost, rec~ ved a 
·rc:i ~:.r o .. gl"O'J·r.cfi re u . .! !-.ac t o m ke a fcrced l.arxi1!"F, a t. A'!!':ly LZ 3-Hot el , near 
?::..~;..-u . G:-~·" sus t a.J.r:e ·:i c:-::.y :Ur.or ir. Juries arrl was re tcrne~ to Ptiiku t hat 
't.!'•, er :;oc n . EP.- !.3 ( ?e:l::-: 56) was repa::. red locally and i3 ba::k in operati on. 

1r.. ( JJ) On 15 Nc·1en ~ie !", Det .1ch ~nt 12. , 38 ARRSq loc 3.ted at Tuy Hoa AB, SVN 
~e came ope:-i.t i :i :-.a.L T~:: !-:ca i s si t, '..l ated appro.x:i:nGtel y 5'.) r.iles no rt~ o! Nha 
Trang on the Vietna:n coast . Cne HH-4JB is presert.ly a s s i g!l9 d ; however, a 
secoro !{~ -43 ·""1 11 l:::e ;:l.:\ce .= t '!-.ere when resources per.nit . 

n . (C )(GP- 4) Jolly Gr~en 52 (SN 64-11+229) lost tra nsmission oil pressure (15 Nov) 
!tl c::-- tly after launc:-i o:; o.~ A.CR mission and rm.de a forc ed larrling. Parte were 
~spatc .~d :i."1d ::iro.::terA ~·: e perfcmed ir. the field. On return, severe tra.ns-
rr.i.ssi.Jn prohl.e::is de·.-e lo".'ed after short fli.fh';. arxi Jolly Green 52 vae forced 
t o lar.d. Due to unce rtair: re : e ::tion oy !cc ::i.l !'Opu.l.'tce, cre;.r was evacm ted ~od 
!:-i~dly fo:-c es s u;:--l i ea :..? i;rctect &.~.:"craft until repa i re CC1lld be ade. 
A!!-e:-a!t subsec;ue::tly re ra:i !"ed !it lar:d.i l'f" s:i :. e and n~n to secure base. 
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Eight-.Rescu~·on~fWo .. Dais -~~~ ~~ ::'"'· 
Rescuemen Match Ellofts With Fate 

nA NANG-The nien involved 
ia r~cues at Da Nang had two 
hectic days recently In whkh 
they saved eight aircrew mem-
1><-rs, Including four or their 
own . 

O• Oct. 2t, all lhe a•ns t>f 
NMU. VI .. '--'• TIVP lslli11d 
C9Ulda'I 1top - o( lM !Dorl 
dnuaalk rftne dforts la Ille 
Gull of Tonlt.. 
• Six Air •·orre personnel were 
pulled from thp enemy) ~raso 
nt'ar 1np 13lan<J stronghold about 
four miles away. The quick rr-

sponse of tactical airpower and 
the courage of Air Force crew.~ 
made the daring escape pos­
alh(e. 
·•Two dAys earlier. the "'scuc­
tPam savt'd two RF-48 Marine 
crcwmembers arter they hacl 
11i.rachuted Into the stormy. 
wlndlashed Gulf of Tonkin. ·The 
Marine pllots climbed aboud a 
Jolly Grttn rescue helicopter of 
the- :mh Arr~pace Rescue and 
R...rnv,.~y ~·~e~::::a e::.cU; :: 
minutes alter they had been 
forced to ball out . 

n.e Od. • nsne btgaa 
rarb' ID tM momlnJ when •" 
•·-4 Phu&om from the 3MU. 
T•dkal FlgltWr Wini •as ul~ 
,..,. a.,. nemy ftr~ """' ""' 
IOU~ puhe~ of Nortll 
Vte ... M. Tltf' two """mnn­
btt11 ~eel fer th" ~di~ 
•IHI eJed-N nf'ar Ttgre bland. 

Jolly Green Ghmt hl'licopters 
rrom lht rescul' squadron im· 
mediately •ere vectored to the 
=~~ t ... •11•'iu: i ii~ rncil up. A -1 

• . Skyr:aldrr plloh from a II'e. 
. 'n!Chliitiil f'lemenl or the 51h 
Spt~clet Operations Squadrnn 
were scrambled to direct about 

· 1 · doun lacllcal llghlers called 
-~ proride fire 1upport for the 
rflC~ 
"'As the fldllen hud~d for lht 
rescue glte, Communist gun­
ner11 on Ttgre bland op<'ntd 
rlre . The first hit blew a <·hop· 
Jltr's tall oU artrr It had llunlcd 
to make the pirkup . 

"0.r r~•e aUcmpt was o\"er 
al &laet Ume end we bttamt • 
part ol the gnlvln,; party," · 
rf'C'8Ue4 Jolly Gree• pilots Cap. 
talM Cerald M. Moon and 
l.a•rn1..,e C. Davi' Jr. On<'f' '" 
thclr rarts thry rowl'd 1ga1Mt 

•th~ mouaU•~ sea• away from 
· IH tttemy fire. 

ftrlplntt the F .4 11ilot - "ho 
' had ~u!ferf'(! serious back in· 
'juri~s - ~· ere p&nrei1c11f'man 
Sitt. St<'Vf' T. While of l.o• Al­
ton, C11IU , arul lhr f'n11ler·s 
rnttht CnJ(irrer. Sat. ltol~rt T. 
Andl'ri.on or St. Lout ... 

Arter facla«i ID·foctt n ·c-11' nd 

•·tanunuco f'flel1l)' rtre (Of' a1mm1t 
an hftUr. l•o Jolly G"l'n!'I al­

·C<'fllPW a mulllplf' rlc:kup. 
t'ltth~r pllols wmporarll)' sup· 
prn11~ !M>~ ol thP HPmy flrf' 
:1ncl a 5mokr !'lt'~t'll w;u hlld 
for the tlnCf'IMfi1111, tl1t·za1t1tln1t 

Maj. Ch11rlrs Wicker. the rci1cut 
crew commandrr. " F.ach time 
we went Into a hnvcr . the peoplr 
on the l!'land ~tMted 1rroillg In 
on u~ . l'\' t nt\'Cr mad!' f11Slcr 
pickup~ In my life. bl'cl'u~e the 
enrm)' w1.. Ju~t w"lkln1t tht'm 
up to the chopper ." 

It inf>k only Ulrtt lo rour mln­
utH 141 pick up all ~u mf'ft -
rn.ar oe Major Wlcktr's aircraft 
.,...a ~e c •• C!" • .- \.fu•pprT rcom· 
manclf'd b)' Capt Jerry M . 
Grlititi, ICannapolls, N.C". 

Two days carlitr. the lwo Ma· 
rinr pilots wert' rco:cued by a 
Jnlly Green scran1blcd fro~ 
Quang Tri Marine Corps bas 
23 miles ftl>m the c~i1h seen ,..~ 

Making the plcku~· were Cap 
lain .. Rkh1ml D. Gr1U1ths. Pem­
brokf', Mass ., and GeorRt 
Slokr~. J1011ston, .r\IC Robforl 
Ca~-.ldy, Mercrr, Pa., Md Str­
J?r11nl Anderson who wa~ to rtl:iy 
Another lire-uvlnit role two 
days lat.er. I . 
' 

choppc'MI. . 
"The seas ·wt-re pretty ro11~h 

and Wl' couldn 't IAn" •o "l' hail 
lo u<.e the hol<,I,' commenlrd 

0..o ocT <o (o 



NI\ vapt. U'Mara ;:,;:,g-r, ..tU.J..ey Uj .L>v 1..1.l.UVt:J." .JV .Jt:,1! UV Uu.11.J.' H V l.'11 .i:-4u 

Lt Harris A2C Halvorson 

NK Capt Murphy SSgt Godsey 88 Maj Waxman 1 Oct 66 USAF NVN F-4C 
Lt Lyall A1C Kellerman (Deceased) 

NK Lt Webster SSgt Riley 89 Capt Lockhard 2 Oct 66 USAF LAOS F-104 Under Fire 
Lt Dean A2C Haclmey 

NK Capt Kennedy SSgt Hall 90 Lt Garland 5 Oct 66 USAF NVN F-4C Under Fire 
Lt Harris A2C Williamson 

?I.T U }A..a.j Youngblood QQ .... + M'1 'fT 91 Mo.; 'l'o-,:r1 n ,.. 14 Oct 66 USAF NV.N F- 105 Under Fire L • .l\. ....,....,ES" ........ J ·~.J ... V.,J ..__ ... 

Lt Burford SS gt Hunt 

2 Maj Youngblood A2C Meyer 92 Lt Merrick 20 Oct 66 USAF LAOS F-4C Under Fire 
Lt Burford A2C Davis 

6 Capt Kennedy SSgt Godsey 93 Maj Youngblood 2~ct 66:. USAF LAOS 1HH- ;rn• Under Rire 
Lt La.uvender A1C Ward 94 Lt Burford 

95 A2C Meyer 
96 Lt Merrick 
97 A2C Davis 

NK Capt Kennedy SSgt Godsey 98 ,r~.o Oct 66 USAF LAOS F-4C Under Fire 
Lt La.uvender A1C Ward 

NK Maj Wood A2C Cotter 99 8 man ground 26 Oct 66 LAOS LAOS 
Lt Feigert A1C Kellerman 100 party (class) 

101 
102 
103 
104 
105 
106 



28 

l9fili (cont) 

23 Jul 66 
(cont) 

5 Oct 66 

20 Oct 66 

14 Dec-
15 Dec 66 

when he flew from Lima, Peru, and snatched a packe t on Easter 

Island. 

Captains Leland T. Kennedy and Oliver E. O'Mara, coth assigned 

to Detachment 5, 3Bth ARR Squadron, piloted H-3s d uring a mis­

sion to rescue a 

downed F-4 crew 

in Laos. With 

an escort of 

"Sandy" aircraft, 

Captain O'Mara 

repeatedly 

attempted to 

reach the downed 

airmen, despite 

intense ground 

fire. Captain 

O'Mara's H-3 

was damaged, 

forcing a with­

drawal, but 

Captain Kennedy 

persisted, and 

after more un­

successful 

attempts, his 

crew rescued 

the F-4 copilot. 

Air Force Cross Ceremony at Scot t APB, Illinois, 
in 1967 . Officers in :oreground are Major 
Leland Kennedy, Captain Oliver O'~ara , GeneraZ 
Howell M. Estes, Jr., and Colone l Allison C. 

Brooks. 

Both Captains Kennedy and O'Mara received the Air Fo rce Cross. 

Captain Leland T. Kennedy, piloting an H-3, again q ualified for 

another Air Force Cross . On this mission two H-3s a ttempted to 

rescue two F-4 pilots downed near Dong Hoi. The fi r st aircraft, 

piloted by Major A. D. Youngblood, picked up one of the pilots, 

but the H-3 was damaged and he was forced to land i ~ the vicinity 

of the pickup site. Then Captain Kennedy descended and rescued 

the H-3 crew and the F-4 pilot. The crippled H-3 w ~ s destroyed 

by a " Sandy, " and another H-3 pilot, Captain Hender son, ultimately 

rescued the other F-4 pilot. 

First actual in-flight transfer of fuel from an HC- 130 tanker to 

an HH-3 helicopter was accomplished during tests ne a r Wright-

Pa tterson AFB, Ohio . 



Major A. D. Youngblood will never forget this one. 



-~ 
MISSION NAH:tATIVE 26 OCT 1966 

While standing strip alert at channel 89 on 26 Oct 1966 word was 
received from Compres s at 11301 that a mission We~ to be performed t hat 
afternoon by the Jolly Green ' s and that the briefing would be given by 
an Air Arnerico representative:; who were enr oute tc channel 89 from 
Savannaket. 

Beginning at 12201, the :::irief:ing was given ry a Mr . Sheldon, of 
Air America) which inclutled the "foll-owing backgrc1.md informat i-on : 

"'"'·"'• ~ 

.a : "1G..i.~ t=<l.""' l;,~-:i~ .. ·'d ir.. ~~c :-'·'.::I~ ~l 1 --01~' ... -.(:; _. .. 4_; -- -· -..,;1.; r .... 
:i..; · o ·r~ :r;;: •.-: i.:,·· :::r,c'.'ilJ I'cr.c.es en the -o:-:-i'J._ · 2 ~ -- "). .'.\.t ~ "·., ~- c 1e 
~f tae team was k i l led . rhe team a:EJ)arently s.:pli t-·ctp ; _1:. were tb.l.:..:;.g 

E and E action carr;yi.ng a radio w:.. ~h a ver~r wea.K.. batte..::·/ . The last 
transmission received was about noon-on 2~ Oct . ! he br~efer assumed !J ,.,hat the tea:n ~ns cut of food a.r:d L'1 gravB dang.et of be:.ng killed and/or 

::;' "'> c/~yireo. h e weather in the search area was, a t briefi ng time , very /. f po%' ,fut f orecasted to improve in the afternoon . 

\..- ~ v) , .. /J Mission planning called for t~e Air America aircraft (42 zulu) to 
;· .,) . \) (Yd'epart first to check weather and initiate the s earch with Sandy' s 04 

;:.· ~"' \j ·and OS to escort him and if visual sighting were made Sandy 04 to be 

&: "?2.~~6 / ~~w w!~:dto ~~;~~td~~:~u~~ !:~t!~ ~:t:; ;;;~tec J~~l~~~;~ 
1 

~63~:g7 . 
0 ~,'IJ <::w .:.-:, "'.: -8 . 

~"'i (j ~ The lead element departed channel 89 as s chi duled . JoLly ~reen's 
0 (j ; ""Jo and 52 wi1 h Sandy's o6 and 07 departed at 134C.L. ~!leather at channel 

~ ~ "B9 was 20 00 overcast to broken, visibility S mile s with rain cells in 
the area. Flight to search area was at 7000' to 7500 1 above cloud deck 

•· ; and around the large cumulus-type build ups . Weather i n search area 
Ga was still poor when the lead element arrived but began t o improve with 
'cJl the low broken deck of clouds moving away from t r e mountain ridge where 
~\the team was believed to be l ocated . 

~~ Joily"Green s 36 an 5'2 arriv'3 in the sear p a:'."ea at 1425I- just as 
. u2 Zulu spotted a signal panel. About 3 minutes ~ater 42- Zulu spott ed a 

second signal panel ab~ut 200 yards fro~ th"' fir :;. panei . Area of panels 
was on a shallow saddle of a mountain ridge, elevation about 3400' at 
the original coordinates given . Area was covered with l ow trees and 
scrub bushes . 

After a thorough low level recon by 42 Zulu and Sandy's 04 and OS, 
Sandy 04 directed Jolly Green 36 into the saddle area. J olly Green 
36 descended to the area and circled the western most panel . The men 
on the ground ar ound the panel were positively identified by an Air 
America representative aboard Jolly Gr een 36 . 'T e tip ""tan.~s were 
jettisoned ana a low hover was estaolished over e pan and 5 p-'"rsonnel 

':!e re hoisted aboard. Jolly Green 36 then circle or,ce over the second 
panel and, after positive identification, a ~ow rover was establ±shed . ~ ··6{3~·~1 eeMl't1'E1ff~ir DOWNGRfDo:D AT 3 YEAR INTEaVALS 

· . DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS 
' -~ DOD DIR )200 .10 ~(;-/lb- /3L/y 



and J pers0~1r:el we!"e 
--~---~-

Sandy 04 direc .~ed Jolly Green 36 out of the area and turned lead 
over to Sandy 06 who, with Sandy 07, escorted Jelly Green's 36 and 52 
back to channel 89. Jolly Green 36 and 52 landed at channel 89 at 
15401. 

The team showed excellent knowledge of the use of signal equipment. 
One person was seen by 42 Zulu trying to use his radio but by then it 
was believed that the battery was dead. One of the team had been wounded 
in the foot. All the others were physically OK. 

Since t'1e mission entailed no quick scrambL~, t.hr b:--:.efing a"lc. p1"e­
planni'1'.:'" r esulr,ec in e:eel:em; coorC.irat:.r" t hrc;gl:c tne :nissi, ~ 

--- ------- 4----- --
Sandy 04 1 s directions to the Jolly ~~een ' s ~ere clear and short, and 

his sunervis i on of all aircraft in the area to i ,s..i.re no collision 
courses was outstanding. There was no enemy action involved dur ~ng the 
mission. 

TIXE: 14001 (21002) 26 Oct 1966 
.x;·,.r:·:8 F~:\.3 ~: ; :·::;r,: 5 Members of a gro md ··t eam 
RECOVERY A:1EA: l 7°16 1 N, 105°27 ' Ee--------~~-

RCC , Major Patrick H. Wood 
RCCP, 1st Lt David J. Feigert 
HM, A2C Robert G. Cotter 
PJ, AlC Lav; 0 ,..n .;_. Kell erman 

~:P. ~ 
P l~TICK H. WOOD , Major, USAF 
Rescue Crew Commander 

JOLLY GRE~ 52 (HIGH BIRD) 

RGC , Capt Kenneth D. Murphy 
aCCP, Capt Robert E. Dowdy 
HM, SSgt Jerry R. Johnson 
PJ, A2C Mi chael L. Halvorson 



I CONFIDENTIAL l 
Jd ARRGp Hist, Oct-Dec 66 

During the climb olt., Jolly Green 36 directed Sandys 07 and 08 to destroy Jolly 
Green 02. Sandys 07 and 08 rolled in on the downed hel icopter and W'len it was 
last seen, dense white smoke was rising from it. Upon request, Sandy 05 md 07 
vectored 36 into the area of the back seat pilot mid ar ound several. populated 
areas. A Nail aircraft orbiting the downed pilot spott ed -his location for 36 
by pointing with his left wing. This marking saved valuable time in locating the 
survivor because of the large number of white parachute s thra.ighout the entire 
area. Voice conmunica.tion with the survivor was established but only 50% of his 
transmissions were readable. As 36 ca.me to a hover over the trees, AlC Ward saw 
several al"Ill'd men start from the jungle-into a cl.earing a.bout 75 y-ards away. He 
leveled his M-16 arrl fired from the hip at the men. AJ.1 en disappeared inmediately, 
but growli fire .continued throughout the pickup. The firing of the M-16 in 
automatic made without prior warni~ from AlC Ward led 36 to believe he was under 
fire from beneath the aircraft md 36 departed the seer. e. This mis take was dis­
covered and 36 returned to the &rea where the pickup W!.s made at approximately 
0300Z. Sandy 05 advised & departure heading and all &ircraft began a return to 
base~ During the return flight c!Ild join-ups, Smdy 08 wa.s unaccounted for. Sandy 
05 was encruntering engine difficulties &t the same time. Wreckage of Sandy 08 
was discovered in the recovery &rea by unlmown aircraft. Additional SAR effort 
was imposs ibl.e by Jolly Green .36 because of fuel state (750 lbs); recovery was ' 
made at 0405Z. Weather generally was good throughout the mission. Cloud con- · 
diti ons in the pick-up area were 35CO AGL bro ken and vi si. bility 10 miles. Radio 
discipline was good except by the fight er aircraft fiyt ng high cover. Unnecessary 
radio chatter on UHF on the scene was excessive. Numerous white pa.rachutes in 
trees in the area of the downed pilots cmJ.sed difficulty in pin-pointing the 
dCMn~d pilot's location. It is impossible to different iate between a personnel 
chute &ni a flare chute from the air. Since the Size c!.rnot be determined when 
the chutes are hanging from the limbs of a tree. 

Det 2-3-121-26 Oct (RCC Narrative) ' 

( C) (GP-4) While standing strip alert on 26 Oct 1966 word was received from 
Compress at ll30L that a mis si.on was to be performed t.ba t afternoon by the 
Jolly Greens mid that the briefing would be given by r epresentatives \<oho 
were en route. Beginning at 1220L, the briefing 'W&s given which inclu'.i ed the 
.following background infonmtion: A 9 man team was di~covered by enemy forces 
on the morni~ of 25 Oct 1966. At least one of the te~.m was killed. The team 
apparently split up &ni were taking E and E action car;ying a radio with a very 
weak battery. The last trMsmission received was ab:>ut. noon on 25 Oct. The 
briefer assumed that the team was out of !ood and in gr ave danger of being 
killed &ni/or captured. The weather in the search ares. was, at briefing time, 
very poor bl.t. forecasted to improve in the afternoon. Mission planning c&lled 
for first aircraft (42 Zulu) to depart first to check weather md initiate the 
search with Sandy• s 04 and 05 to escort him and if vi.s t. al sighting was made 
Sand;r 04 to be low lead. Their departure time to be a't. 1315L. Jolly Green's 
36 and 52 were to 9-epart about 30 minutes later escort tid by Sandy's 06 ao:i 07. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
3d ARRGp Hist, Oct-Dec 66 

The lead element departed as scheduled. Jolly Green's 36 and 52 with Sandy• s 06 
&IXi 07 departed at 13401. Weather was 2000 overcast tJ broken, visibility 5 miles 
with rain cells in the area. Flistit to search area was at 7000' to 7500' above 
cloud deck and arru nd the large cumulus-type build ups. Weather in search are a 
was still poor \>hen the le ad element arrived but began to improve with the low 
brokei. clouds movi1l5 awa:y from the mountain ridge wher~ the team was bell eved 
to be located. Jolly Green's 36 mid 52 arrived in the search area at 14251 just 
as 42 Zulu spotted a signal pane 1. About 3 minutes lat er 42 Zulu spotted a 
secorxi signal panel abcnt 200 yards from the fir st panel. Area of pan els was 
on a shallow saddle of a mountain ridge, elevation aooi t 3400 1 at the original 
coordinates given. Area was covered with low trees an d scrub brushes. After 
a thorough low level re con by 42 Zulu and Smdy' s 04 a1d 05, Sandy 04 directed 
Jolly Green 36 into the saddle area. Jolly Green 36 descended to the area and 
circled the western most pane 1. The Il\en on the ground around the pane 1 were 
positively identjfied by Jolly Green 36. The tip tanks were jettisoned arxi a 
low hover was establism d over tm panel and 5 personnel were hoisted aboard . 
Jolly Green 36 then circled once over the second panel !l'ld, after positive 
identification, a low hover was established and 3 per sonnel were hoisted aboard. 
Sandy 04 directed Jolly Green 36 out of the area and turned l ead over to Sandy 
06 who, with Sandy 07, escorted Jolly Green's 36 and 52 hack home. The team 
showed excellmt knowledge of the use of signal equipir~nt. One perooll was seen 
by 42 Zulu trying to tEe his radio but by then it was bell eved that the battery 
was dead. One of the team had been wainded in the foot. All the others were 
physically OK. Since the mission entailed no quick s cramble , the briefing and 
pre planning resilted in excellei.t coord.inat:io n throughout the mission. Sandy 
04's directl.9ns to the Jolly Green's were clear ard s rort c!lld his supervision 
9! all aircraft in the area to insure no collision courses w~s outstanding . 
'.fhere was no enemy action involved during the mission. 

Det 9-38-31-28 Oct (RCC Narrative) 

(C) (GP-4) Det 9, 3Bth AffiSq was notified at 2115 hour s on 28 October 1966 
by the AF AIO at 3-Golf of the need to med evac nine ~runded U.S. Army 
soldiers, menber s of the 25th Inf Div, from 14-06N 10?-33E. Three o! the 
~urded were- listed as critical and it was doubtful tha t they 'llOuld make 
it through the niEflt • JS/iRC was contacted md told of the circumstances and 
gave the approval to lmnch. The secondary crew was jnthe BJQ.and barracks 
and after ootif ic ation an-iv ed at the line at 2130. 1'he aircraft were re fueled 
and l.4uncmd· at 2140. The full moon aided in navigation and Plei Djereng was 
Visible from 10 miles East. Contact was made with Compose , 02 \Ibo was con­
trolling the operation in the area. As we came up on channel, Compose 02 was 
apefing a flight of A-lEs and an AC-47 !or air stri ~ s into the area just east 
of the point of p;i.ck-up. Compose 02 stated that the air strikes w::>uld be held 
until after the med evac was completed. 

13 I CONFIDENTIAiJ 

Robert1
Line

Robert1
Line



1 

'l'O: Jrd ,. __ Gp 

'· c 96307 

1 . (3) '""() .. 
for needed 

· ~;1~r 

:a'. · ?.> 

2 . (.3~ ·;e depa .,ed Pleiku at lJGOL. .r.en we ar.:.·ived O\G:::' :olei -~ ·~l'.'.J ng, 
we cont'lcted the ? C c.nd ·.iere advised t!-.e first crder oi' business was at 
tr.e site of .ed:·o 42 1s crash . Two gunsrips that we:::-e waiting for us just 
south of the pickup poi:r..t we:::e contacted, and th fli3ht flew up the 
valley to the site . The UH- ls mqde two low level p-sses over the area and 
- ed~·o 56 r::.e.de ar: appro'lch • 

....., 3~ ( ~ \ ( ~ . n ''£! • ·e .,,_ J-e..,,,.., _.,.,., 1"nc'I ..,..,• -· 0 ;1 ~,.... _, .,. ~ 'enO::·r- ·e:.l -,..d , 
:;j ;rr 'fl:"" l' Y•~ I l ' '.),,. '; •• r.: ~ .. ~e" .(l; v)., 3" ;.;olf._.,,_ , "'~ ·e"-"-Jgr.ou .. en . ' ·:ot,,,i'!,Ta_ ...:•ye:.,_., ,.e· qu~ues-~e· c· l,;.,JC'-e' •• 

~ ,. ~ C.-~~~~ ~bo~t 10.~o;~··od , \uJ. -~no"t.her-~gency, ~r~s~~eabl~; tr.; Ba;tallion 
~ · ~ 6\ N :1 P-.rander, car. e up or: freqt·.er.cy and ad·.rised diffE rently. '1ecat.. se none of 

; 1V (\ '.:}he ref."aining personnel required ir.:::ed:..".te r..ed- ei;ac, he wanted then to 
_'-j:<, t~ '-:t-rn.i t until an LZ could be hacked out fo:::-_rl_ust=.Of.i aircraf. t in order to cut 
::: \J do·-r. our exnosu-e 'e 3.g'"eed - : '"'"' ---· -r : '"' ·' --··r.,.; ' · ·Tr J. .. ro ~ • ... .i>.... .... • •• - • ~. - .1,.1.. .. - ' • • ,_ v ..ii_ tJ, 

§ ~ :w o~r f~el . ~~:t~ was Sl:Ch ~~at we cou~d pick up one 3.~~~i~nalt;;~~s s~o~~t' 
{E £, c proceeded to the second point before droppin~ ou1 tv:o : Js off at LZ 3-
ffj j -s~ Golf . It too1

( several rrinutes to contac"t. tte grrt..:-ic. pa:"":.y, and 'cten fou:-.c 
;s (.) ~ they had only a r.eat stroke victim wto w".s up anc 1\·e.2.king . 7hey were ini---~ 
CJ <:5 ~ ~ persuit of enen·y forces and did not want us to pick up their raan as it 

~ would alert them to the situation. \·le explained to the F:~c that we coul 
not expose our aircraft for a non- s erious case . We then proceeded to '.· 

,__ LZ 3-Golf to drop off our two PJs and to refuel . "'-

~j 4. (S) The last portion of the mission was to Erlr.: ct 3 criticall y 
1
1 ~ 

~ wot..nded fror.i. a partially cleared LZ at 14-00M, 1C7- 29E. After refuel-
~ ing, we or.ce again linked up with our F C and ou1 two zunsl:ips . \· e 

arrived over the LZ and the gunships l ooked it o\·er. I t seemed quiet 

I 

otn 
("') 

l.l ('\.I 
'- I 

and the ground party said the area had been qt<iet all afternoon. He 
requested we expedite as three of the thirty wour.ded we.:-e f-cding. \·lhil 
we were on final approach, he reported one man hc;d died. 

5. (S) The LZ ·.-::.s nc:. s;, i:able for 
b P}c·.-; :..r.e l..O?S of the trees , g1·eatly 

·. ·ered· 'nm Kelsey tot he ground and 

l '.!:-,di r-7, bu· ' '·:e were'" able to hover 
cuttir-S dot-.'l' .our.· exposure . We 
quickly hoifted two aboard . Sgt 
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S:1.illd1·idge advised one r::art N.:i.s in very bad srap( , bleedin-:; badly and 
had a weak pulse . .e ir.m1edi ·· tely took off for LZ 3-~olf . .~fter we 
off- lo-ded tr..e t Ko :-- en, we were advisee the one r3.D ho.d died enroute 
(1-:..ter ':ie-..~e told tr.e an '.·<as tte one :·e:.::orted l':c ving di ed 'lfhile we 
we r·e on final , . 

6. ( 3) ·.fter aboi..:.t 10 minutes ground t:ir.e, we departed, joining up 
with gunsb.ips and F C over the pickup :-oint. 'I\·o UH- l s h· d been in 
the LZ for a lo;·r !::over pi ckup of 2 rr.en each . Tr en an \ rmy Hiller came 
in and picked 'Cp two r"o:::-e . 3'; tre ti..,..,..e we ar:::-i · ·ed over the area, a CP.-
47 Chinook helicopter was in the LZ at a low ho\·er. ?i cking up the rest 
of tl:e ··rc· r:ded ;:-r/ 1.ll of tr.e KI· vict :. s tr.e c'">ar·«-r . · 'e ':i-,en 

in, d.:--o.,.., +~·ret .... v • ·~-
':·:''.') 0 \ 

(_, . 
;,_: " 
-· 1 

7. ( _, ~ .. e took off and started our clinbout . ). fter f lying a shor~ '-' ...; , 
distance and clirr.bir..~ to about 7- SOO feet , we C[;ne unde r autor:!atic ; · ~ 

1 ( \..j ·-weapons fire . 'e l:e'L'-:l sever-2.1 .... nots , t::.en sev€ral hits, then severa • ;::: 
More sl:ots . The enemy gunner h:].d caugr.t us b :r·ie fly in the r.tlddle of (_ _ 
ci )- 7 second volley . ·.:e called ground fire .::.nd mair..tai nec course, dis- Li: :.r ·€' ' 
~overing the helicopter was a :;:parently not significantl y dar:J.ged to pre- en ;· _g ·; 
yent l'lit;ht . !"o control or engine da: c. ::e i·ras a "S" :---:..r-er.t , so ':'e continued 3 6 .. { ' 
~e.st towa :::-d L?: 3-Golf, ·lfhich was nOi·r abc:.:t seven r.iles a•..ray . Q cS ~ .i 

·.:·'.''..:r:r:i ~:.:-P, , ~~t )3rlmcfri dgeT s:a_·,.;, the 
round . 

! 9. (.::) .'bout fiv12 :-i::_,-;s s">.a:·-;:, c .. "",r.e 
; t:-ailing from the botton: of the telico:;::ter . I g·.ve a rr:ay- day and beg.:m / 

n i:'.TI'edLte power- of f a.p:- ro ".ch to a V . ::: • A!T.',y a rtilla:cy-1: battalli on, L~H 
3- Hotel, which lay conveniently dead al':ead . uj;-c;.r.d2·idge, ·,,i.tb :\nm 
F:e l s"y tolding his less, ht;ng out the c;;.bin doo! "r.d '.-i~r holdins on to ~ 
be,3.r- rD:.r, sc:.::.nned1~ bottom of the helico:iter. .~ rr.inimum hover to a 
-:10· .. rer on landing was irade and the aircraf t was C1" ickly evact. t ed by one 
v01:'J fortum.te crew !'lus r.ed- ev' cuee . ':'he srrokc mt..st have been pyro 
srroke that had fill ed the fuel tank area througr tre bullet hole . 

~G3?Z/ 



through the .. ·.C- 34 !!'!.r~~oqf!~f:rer .ected th:-ou0h the 1·-16 
1.."T'O cont.airer, throu:~r ., f!'ar e :r ember "'nd \·r.:;.s stopped by the co- . ·i2..ot 1 s 
shoulder- leve2.. -,.:-.or pl :i.ti:rc- . Cr:.e bullet ca .e up tl'-!'Ot:zh tte cl:i:r, then 
bac!c ot:.t j 1·st above the chin ar: ·o:::-, takir.; off qt::.te :-, lar:e ?O:c,ion of 
tr.e : \ ho_-r. r:our.:t . 'l'wo r ore ~..-ent t!"::-ougl: t!':e e:"'·~ · .nan ·e . 

ll. (S) Tr.e helicopter w· s secured nd strip"'ed of equip:::ent , ar.d the 
crei.v be3ar. coo::.--din?.tinz for a ~de back to ?leiku The .'.i.· Force liaison 
officer -t LZ 3- S.olf ,,.ps contacted and he began coordina:.:'..:r..s fo::- any Amy 
he] ;_copt e.~s er.rou:.e to - leiku to sto? at LZ 3- Eotel to pick us up . l!ow-
')\ • , ! c~ _·o g"', .:.r~ FF- l '3? fro:r Jet :2, :: Tr::t':[ · : ')ccr -.iJ sp.:> ... ,c'- .. :::.o 
~ . E. cL'e'.l. -:~d c.~· i vec e r. .1cer.e . :'LP c e· :, ~Ci":' i nC:1.c LJY ~-".:. .:: '\ J..::.a: . - !"U 

-, )'.: ... }:re·~ ':J~ 1:.S ·.-;~.:.: ·.:.:ip: e:·.t bo..d: ~o : ikt:, ~::c +.he,· r.acie ar. , • . :>.·~ .:.. €. 

~ c: "':--e :·c~ ~::.r.ir.; th.·ee r.enbers of o-..:r ur.i t . 

12. (S) .'.s a result of the series of so;:ties flown during this . ission, 
several tr.ir.3s r.:i.ve co::.e to light . ml ,e-- L.'f- 10 :·at? ~o .:.:.; -:ot reli.::jl~ '.:ren 
~~c z is ·.:. .·cctl~r under tJ:e ho·1e:··:!.n~ helico~.ter . s-..... t ..... ffep.Kins' r.scd -to -
'i'eiay thrctr;h the company 

,· ·J · ~ · ·g~. --e ": 
t:. _ ; · ,:.,,::,_, c;.:1 depa'!'t d 1i:i\.I 

J then can cut eitPer an LZ 
radil:s; (3) while the hoist operator is a:::..:ar:gir.; an evacuee in the rear of 
the helico?te::.·, the pilot can lm.rer tr.e hoist for the next pickup . iiote : 
only Hf.en the clearing is large enough, -::nC. '.·;ith • r.e If.. cteckin:: the p::-ogress; 
(4j 2.nd by insuring tre ground :!Ja!"ty unde!'stands ·re only bring out the criti­
cal cases, ::..eavi::::,; :01'.e otte;rs to '.ra.:.t. -:.:nt.:.:. ~r. L:::'. c-i:. be ".)ciJ.t :'or .~ r::iy '1 - l 
dust- off airc:::-.:;.ft . Du:."ing this series of missionb, the p:-oblen of litter 
spi!lning was f:·eq-uer.tly enco:..ntered . ;, 200 ' :::ope will be used so the PJ can 
sta.'b3.lize tte litter from tre ground . The litter can be u.ntetrered .,r.d tr.e 
ro9e d:·opped a s soon • .s the H:: l ays hands on the .. itter . It is vL-ti.:1.lly i:::­
pos:;;ible to take on two or ::r.ore litter cases ':lPen the :-ear arr.:o:- doors are 
cl osed. Det 9 suggests they be relocated futr.er aft . The ser:d.- rig::.d 
litters should r olled up before l owerins to the g ··ot:nd by the hoist as rotor 
\·:ash swin·p ther.. around to much. A f ast wind, va ·"i.able speed hoist s hould 
be develo:::-ed for conb.,.t use . 1:Te fu·ther sug3est '.~hat p:Totecrnics aboard 
the aircraft be carried in an arr..or plated container. It is the plan of 
this unit to construct a container f ram salv<'lged umor f~:om ?edro 42. 

13 . (S) Cre\'r..enbers: 

RCC - Ca~tain Dale R. Tyree 
CF Captain Fredrik Y . Bergol d 
m: - SSet Bertrum E. Brundridge 
RS ;\2C .?.oy E . Kelsey 

~?A '~ain, US.IF 
Resct:.e Crew Col!'.1!'.ander 

-
CLASSIFICA no~ ,CANCE I r 
Or Changed to ~(. l/)' 
By ~ty of -U::.j) <:, 
By~ .< ( Date) _ __ 

r, ' • • t r-z 'Z-1 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
3d ARRGp Hist, Oct-Dec 66 

The lead element departed as scheduled. Jolly Green's 36 and 52 with Sandy's 06 
aIX.i 07 departed at 13401. Weather was 2000 overcast t o broken, visibility 5 miles 
with rain cells in the area. Flisj1t to search area was at 7000 1 to 7500 1 above 
cloud deck and arrund the large cumulus-type build ups. Weather in search area 
was still poor W'len the le ad element arrived but began to improve with the low 
brokm clouds mov~ a.wiq from the mountain ridge where the team was believed 
to be loc&ted. Jolly Green's 36 and 52 &rrived in the search area at l425L just 
as 42 Zulu spotted & signal pane 1. About 3 minutes later 42. Zulu spotted a 
secorrl signal panel aboot 200 yards from the fir st rian el.. Area of pan els was 
on a shallow saddle of a mountain ridge, elevation about 3400 1 at the original 
coordinates givm. Area was covered with low trees and scrub brushes. After 
a thorough low level recon by 42 Zulu and Smdy' s 04 and 05, Sandy 04 directed 
Jolly Green 36 into the saddle area. Jolly Green 36 descended to the area and 
circled the western most panel. The II\en on the ground around the panel were 
posi ti vel.y identified by Jolly Green 36. The tip tanks were jettisoned arrl & 
low hover was establis~ d over t~ panel and 5 personnel were hoisted &board. 
Jolly Green 36 then circled once over the second panel and, after pas itive 
identification, a low hover was established and 3 per sonnel were hoisted aboard. 
Sandy 04 directed Jolly Green 36 out o! the are& and turned lead over to Sandy 
06 who, with Sandy 07, escorted Jolly Green's 36 and .5 2 back home. The team 
showed excellmt knOW'l.edge of the use of signal equipnent. One perso1l was seen 
by 42 Zulu trying to use his radio but bT then it was bell eved that the battery 
was dead. One of the team had been wrunded in the foot. All the others were 
physic&lly OK. Since the mission entailed no quick s cramble, the briefing and 
pre planning resilted in excellent coord.inat:io n througtout the mission. Sandy 
04's directi?ns to the Jolly Green's were clear am s t.ort !l'ld his supervision 
9! all aircraft in the area to insure no collision cot.rses w~s outstanding. 
fbere was no metey' action in~lved during the mission. 

Det 9-38-31-28 Oct (RCC Narrative) 

(C) (GP-4) Det 9, 38th AJRSq w&s notified at 2ll5 hot r s on 28 October 1966 
by the AF AIO at 3-Golf of the need to med evac nine Qlnded U .s. Army 
soldiers, msber s of the 25th Inf' Div, from 14-06N 10J'-.33E. 'nlree of the 
woun:ied were" listed as critical and it was doubtful tJ:.at they W>uld make 
it through the ni81t • JSftRC was contacted !l'l d told of the circum~tances and 
gave the approval to lmnch. The secondary crew was :.n the OOQ.and barracks 
and after ootif ic ation arrived. at the line at 21.30. ~~e aircraft were re fueled 
and launc~d· at 2140. The full moon aided in navigation and Plei Djerengwas 

·Visible from 10 miles :Ea.st. Contact was made with Conpose . 02 W'lo was con­
trolling the operation in the area. As we came up on channel, Compose 02 was 
~efing a flight of A-lEs and an AC-47 !or air stril<r!s into the area just east 
of the point of p~k-up. Compose 02 stated that the air strikes l<>uld be held 
until after the med evac was completed. 

1.3 I CONFIDJENTIALJ 
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l CONFIDENTIAL l 
Jd ARRGp Hist, Oct-Dec 66 

C"ompose 02 contacted Cobra 19, the compaey commander r equesting the med evac, and 
he stated that tter e had been no contact for forty fl ve minutes. Compose 02 led 
Pedro 42 into the pick up point and Cobra 19 ignited a fl.are to mark his exact 
position. Pedro 56 maintained an orbit at 4,000 feet, while the AC-~7 held 4,500 
and the A-lEs held 5,000. Compose 02 orbited at mini.lrum t e rrain cl earance . Pedro 
42 est:abliS'led his hover and lowered the hoist with t he pararescue specialist and 
two semi-rigid letters. The trees were 100 to 150 f eet and it was difficult to 
thread the cable down, as it was catching on the tree limbs. Pedro 42 picked up 
the three most ci rtically wounded and lOW'ered the hoi st for the fourth pickup. 
Pedro 42 had been hovering for approximately 25 minut e s at the time . Pedro 56 
had req~s ted 42 to give some time prior to leaving the spot so that 56 could 
make his approach to the spot in minimum time. Prior to raising the hoist, 
Pedro 42 was told, "Pedro, you better get out, we're ' and 56 looked to the 
spot and saw a Wi ite fl.a sh . There was no radio transrission from 42 or from 
Cobra 19. Pedro 42 could be seen burning on the j~le floor . The time was 
2240. Compose 02 immedi. ately called in the air strikes for the area as planned, 
napalm and 260 f'rags. The strikes were directed at an area 100 meters East, 
100 mters North am. 200 meters South of 42's postion . The air strikes by 
the A-lE' s (lst ACS and t.he AC-47 (4th ACS) were outst anding. Both hit the 
exact area assigned and both received secondary explofions. The following 
events took pJace almost simultaneously and several details only becane known 
after the par ares cue s pec:i.ali st Airman Second Class Allen R. Stamek was picked 
up later on , 29 October- 1966. The attack on Pedro 42 was the start of an 
o.tl"ensive thrust by the North VietnaJIJ3se Forces. Cobra 19 company was hit with 
sna.ll arms fire • 1lle helicopter crashed through 150 l oot trees cartwheeled 
forward and landed inverted. Ainnan stamek and several s:> ldiers ruS'led to the 
wreckage, am even trough it was bu.ming, they broke t hrough the bubble and 
extracted the pilot. The fire was too intecse in the cabin, and though a 
trench was dug to get the s pi lled 1\iel to rwi off, they were unable to get the 
occupants out. The four mm in the cabin, three w:>unced am the crew chief, 
Airman Second Class Francis Rice perished. While the men extracted the pilot 
and copilot, the company suffered several WIA by expoEing themselves. As soon 
as the pilots were out of the wreckage, Cohra 19 had rand combat at several 
postions along the defense perimeter. Airman Stanek reported that the NVN Army 
nade sicidal attacks ard resorted to jumping into def ensive pos itions. Pedro 
56 continued to orbit the area Wlt il after the air str ·ikes were completed in 
the hope that we could return to the site an:i pickup ! Urvivors . Cobra 19 
transmitted a.fter 15 minutes and stated that t.he fighting was heavy. Pedro 
56 stayed in the area for another five to tEli minutes am then followed 
Compose 02 to a forward JIJ3d evac station, J-Golf', five miles South of the 
Plei Djereng Special Forces Camp. The company commarxl er told Airman Stanek 
that he saw the helicopter get shot down. He heard ard saw the 81 mm anti-
tank rocket leave the tube and followed it to the he l:i.copter. Several of the 
other imn said that they saw the rocket leaving a trail of sparks on its wa:y 
towards the helicopter. The man that fired the rocket was killed and the 
company captured the weapon. 
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~ CONFIDENTIAL l 
3d ARRGp Hist, Oct-Dec 66 

' 
We lan:ied at 2310 aai oont.acted Plei.ku AB via field pl .one, notifying them of f 
the stat us. At 2345 Cobra 19 advised us not to try arld return to the area 
until dayliE!J'lt. We were told th.at the pilot and copi:.ot had survived the 
crash but were injur ed. We departed 3-Golf at 00051 :~9 Oct.ob er an:3. landed at 
Pleiku at OOJ)L. Thi.5 was the first mission that Det 9 received any hits from 
growxi fire. Det 9 has received groU1'¥i fire on severa l previous missions ooth 
ACR and med evac, but did not sustain any hits. I haire several reoommendations 
to rmke. First I suggest that a hoist with a faster J·e-wind capability be 
installed on the HH-43F. Seoond, as lllentiored on pre vious narratives, I suggested 
that the heavy armor vests (bullet proof) be ma.de avai la.ble to all. ACR detach­
mE!'lt s. Though vests are programmed for Septanber 1967, I feel that this is not 
soon enough. We have a reqairenent for them now. Se'feral detachments are find­
ing used vests available from some that the Army has dis carded. However, I find 
this less than satisfactory. Third~ I suggest that s t?rious consider::i.tions be 
given to the continuance of the med evac mission. It is a necessary one, but 

·gives several detachments much over exposure to hosti.Le action. I do mt feel 
that Air Rescue Recovery Service can say no to the Ar.'ly, when they have men 
dyi~ on the battle field and we have the only means o f savi..aF their lives. It 
is a high risk mission, but om we mwt be will.i~ to assune. * ~·Je departed 
Pleiku at 0'720 on 29 October 1966 to pick up Captain 'l ermeys and Lt Bonnell aai 
A2C Stanek and one WIA at the crash site of Pedro 42 (14-06N 107-33E). Weather 
was VFR with pa.tdly ground fog which presented no problem. We landed at Landing 
Zone 3-Golf at 0745 for briefing on securi. ty of area .ind arrangenent of Gunships. 
A.fter departing the LZ we were advised by the FAC, CO'..fPOSE 05, to sneak up a 
valley from the sou th at low level to avoid being seen or heard until we had 
at least reached the pickup point. 'This we did at ahm t 90 knots and established 
a hover <:Nf!r the spot at ab:>ut 0825. We lowered Sgt Jenkins, our Pararescue 
Specialist, with semi-rigid litters, to help Airman S t.anek who had been out 
there all night. We hovered for about fi.ve minutes w1en we heard gunfire and 
the people on the groun:i waved us off. We had the ho i st out aoout 50 feet 
and AlC Hull, our Crew Chief, began pulling in lfhat h e could by haai while we 
took off. No hits were taken. We headed out. the same way we had come in and 
orbited at tre end of the valley for about five minut es aai wait back in. 
The FAC advised us tha. t what we had heard was probably the Gunships makirg 
passes nEBrby and the ground party told us to get out, after experiencing what 
bad hap~ed the night before at this saIIB spot. We ..rent up the valley again 
and hovered behind a tree over tba ground troops. Ai :-man Hull pulled up Lt 
Bonnell first aai then Captain Vermeys. Lt Bomell was havirg trouble 
breathing an:i blood was bubbling up thrrugh tre trach eotomy tube so we decided 
to take them to LZ 3-Gol! immedi.a tely so they could b e evacmted to Pleiku. 
It took us abrut 20 minutes to get them into our bir d . We were hovering at 
approximately 1.00 feet. It was a 10 minute flight to the LZ where Jiedical 
help was waiting. We were low on ft.El at this time so we new to the Plei 
Djereng Special Forces Camp and refueled before going to pick up the Army 
WIA, Ainmn Stanek and SSgt Jenkins. 

* Continuation of mission the fol.lowing morning. 
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.3UBJXT : ~ission !~ar~·ative, 

r4_;!:~ . 
'---~·:=""."'"-:-=----:-::-';-<-'---:~-:-.-~ .. a ri;::_::: <!.r.d ~a , t he a r r :-ova l t o l .... t:r:ch. ~ - ... : ·~( r._ •. ~ c -~v 'tfiJ ..., ' • 

EC 3.r: b~:-r\.1.L ~ :: r .. J:C . f-:c~ noti! ....... c1t.:..on. ~ ... :_ · '"·C- • .. ~ _ :.. ... ~ ~:t 1. .: :; ' ' ~€ 

airc~ .. ~ ·J 
1..re~~v r e: : ~eleC 2r:ci ~aur~cbed a t 2.:..L.... . ~:.•' 't.: _ . ~·'""r_ '"::d' ... ~ : " 

z.avi - - , i on ar:d : lei Djeren:; wa s visible fro: i · :..Jes ~ s~. . Co. 'Jc:. ct . _ 
made ·-,i.th Cor.:pose 02 wr.o was controlling tr.e or e ati on in the area. 

fJ ,. ·we cane t:.p on channel, Co::-'pose 02 was briefing a fli~ht of A- J..E ' s and an 
::! · f;.·'· l~7 for air strikes into the area just east of the point of pick up. 
~ II} ~VC mpose 02 stated tr.at tl:e air strikes wotld be held until after the rr.ed 

':'"" ~ . vac we.s cc;r.:9leted . Cor:;pose 02 cor.tc:.cted Cobra 19, the conpany com: antler 

1\J vi 11.t' ;reqt:.estin~ the r..ed evac , 9nd. he.....stated that there r"d been no contc:.ct for 
. Jv <:)~!forty five ;r.im;.tes . .c .c:Je 8" '.,, · · 2 ::..~ · __ ,. 

:~ ' '' · 1 · Ped:~o 
;."' \ 'V.J .,.QOl'.3.b. t' - t 4 000 f t .. - ' f"' ' ' ' ' - . . ' ·i •. 1 h 1 r1 . \l an or ~ a , ee , w!-..:_. c ~ne • ..,, - 4, :_c .. , ~ ., :.c. ~ r.e - ~- 3 .. e_ J ~~-----
~ -..~ ..., ,

1 
;., ~ ~ Compose 0 2 orbited .:i.t Ltlni1:tl:.m terrain clf' arance . . edPO 4-2 estabb:steC. 

~ -}) !'"':.::; ho"J"(!r :.r.c lo·.-:c.· ~ 'v'. e :-.-;:..s· "ri ~ +.hA. "'."'at:-2. ~es.I; e. speci alist and two sec :..-
~ cJ .-~I :·..:..,;::: cl- ...lirt. ~~rs . 7he trees were 100 to 15t1 feet _r..:. it was dii'ficd t t o thread 
( '" ~f;[} the cable down, as it was catching on the tree limbs . 
o~~ 

I 

I 
I ~ 
I 

! 
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2. (S ~ . c 
~Qi ;.i:, •"o ... ' ~l c foi..:rtf. :-:.. c :-::..: _ • . --~·:-.-~ t.. 2 t: -~ bee:: ~ ",,··~ :·: :-: .... lor z.. :·. o:i::_~ . .:. tcl:r ,~' 
25 r.i.r:utc.3 at th.:.s tir. e . ~edro 56 hac! reouested 42 to give sor.-e tir::e prior 
to leavinr; the s pot so ti:at 56 cot:ld make ~his a:;.:- ror ch to the s pot in 
mini..rr.um time. Prior to raising the hoist, ?edro 42 was told, 11?edro, you 
bet ter "'et out , we ' re" and 56 looked to the s :i:;ot and saw a wl".ite flash. I 
.11:-.er.e wa::; nc rac.:..o +- r..:ir.s::is~ion L·:i::-: L.: d'r frorr: Cobra 19. rec.·o 42 cot.:k. 
oc seer. bt::'nir:r- er. :r.e jy;: - ,c floor . Tr.c t-.:..-:-s ·.:ill ~:;..2 . Com~ose 02 

'irrmediately called in the air strikes for the area a s planned, naplam and, 
260 frags. The strikes were directed at an area 100 r.:eters East , 100 "-
meters No rth ar..d 200 r:..eters South of 42 ' s positicn . ~'!:<::? ~.:..r st,:·:..~~cs by 

". -~ 1 : (1st .'CSl -.-· ::-e :.C- .:7 (!.th.'~: ·.ter·~ ,";:,tandini7 . ~oth hlt .# ~ 
ex:ict area assigned and "both r ecei vea seccr:da r:· explosions . · ' v 

I 

3. (S) The following events took place almost simultaneously and sever 
details only becai .e knm·m after the pararescue sr:ecialist Airn:an Second 
Class Allen .: . Stanek was picked UJ2. on 2S October 1966. Tr,e att::.ck on 

ecro· ~'2 w<:.s +.r.e st·,:-t of :?.:-: offe:.sive th:r:st b~r tr.e t:o :-:.h "/ictr.": ese 
Fo;·ces . Cqbra 19 corrpany was hit with s::-all ar.s fire. The helicopter 
crashed throuzh 150 foot trees cartwheeled forward and l anded inverted . 

L - an :.·,:.ek ar.c:. s·;ve:-al soJ·::..ers .1:sl:e:-1 " +,J:e :.·cc~:a:-e , :rnd ~ven thou h g 
.:..•, · .. :;.;.:::;. bu~·:U.ng, t!-e;J... bro'.ce tr:-oi..:b l· -- r- 'r::.;bblc ::.n . . ext1-- cted tre ilot . O 
The fire • .. ras too intense in the c<lbin, 3.nd thot:.gr a trench was dt·.g to g ~ 
the sDil l@d f~el ~0-n.in off, they were unable to 3et the occupc~nts out . 
':'r.< f~u.· c.n in the. cJ.bin . three woL.nded ".r.d the c:'ew chief d.~an 2C 
. ''.'..:icis • ice De:-is r c. --:1"ile tl:e m~ c,?ct.racted the Pl.lot 3.nd copi lot , th7) {; £. 

_ tc. --1F1>1 -""t'3~1 . 63Z..LL~'?f/J...S1?-J -00~9/vvc> 

l 
I 



. 
' ·-· co ~ar;/ .:.•.:'fr ed seve :--.al oy e:T8oc :::..::.-: r:e;rsel·r.es, 

• • + ... , + ~ ' . k'""'"'..,.;: "' c . -0 ' . '- f'? .... :J ~:::.._ C"'i...3 ·-:e • .,, -::t·~ 01 ,1·~ ·.-:rec ar;e , o.::.::-2. 1-, n"..C ::. ,\cor-·b ·.t 'Ct :::;eve:::-al 
~c.::-:.ticns c._cn~ t ;;c 'e.r.'ense per:._:·p:_er . '.i:-:~.az: ..i ,.-,:ie·{' :'1:?'."0~ed :.r.::.t 

soor: as the 

II ':1--.e ::v ". 1 ~ r.ade suicidal att~cks and resol-ted to <umping int o defens i ve 
cos~~Q ors . Ledro 56 continued to oroit the area until after the air 
strikes were co:-.·.pleted in the hone th::.t vTe could return to the site 
and pickup su::'Vivors . ".::o'er:::. 1? tr".rs~ .:..t.tcd a::c l)~ i.::1u:.es and stated rl 
t~."'-, tre .:'iii;-l"tin> ~·:<:.s 're '.rJ. ed:-o 56 stayed in tl::.e area for another 
five to ten r::rl.nutes and then follm·:ed Compo3e 02 to a forward med evac 
station, )-Golf, five :r.iles Sodh of the ?lei Dje ::-<lng Special Forces Car:i.p . 
~r.e , .. ,, ....... ~:.:-:~'" ~0~. ;'r:0~~ :v= ..... :-~~-~~ - r~',. -:-_;-~t ..... ... .. :- t" ~i_ico"'"'~er .,.o~ 

.. v- - .J • ..... :-_ 

- . >~'r-:c;rc 1 of' iT"e c";:'", _. - en sa~ < 
of. spa.Cc: en:_ • ... :; .; .. to'.·,c.rr1 ~ ,__~.~ 12li~· 

~· 
co::te~' . ~~t f.:.:red tfie 't'oc!<et -.:as k:..J..::...~ . ~ c c,: .. --.:. ·' _,ea7.!~ - r~I 

;( t i.:e \;ea::on. We landed at 2310 and contacted : le:!kU via fi~.id pho~e , - . ' ~5"(" 

J 
notifying tr.err. of the status . At 2345 Cobra 19 .:.dvised us not to try z.nd 
return to the area until daylight . .:e ·:e:'e t'J::..~ ':-h.".t :.::e pilot and co-

fa vf r· ~ilot ha~ 3t;I'Y.'..ved the crash out wev·e .'..:--.~urec . .. ~e departed 3- Golf at 
j i /"l 00051 29 October and landed at :=:leiku at 0030L. This was t he first 
~\':vi.! -:::..pission that :)et 9 received any 'bits frcm groi.:nd fi:·e . Det 9 has re­
~. -...J ~' ;;ceived zround fire on several preV:..ous :-. ission, ~ oth C: and rr.ed ev· c , 
~4· \J E~ but ciid not st:stain a.n;/ tits . 

Q Ji / .i 4 . I have several recor.;r.end.::.tions to :--ake . Fir~ t I su1eest that a hoist { 
f- : "=- ~ 1vith ~ f~ster re- 1ripd i;a:;;i::a.bjljty be ~psta,4J.ed on the FH- 43F. Second, as 1 

. 0 ~ m:_ r: mentioned on previou.s narrat ives , I SU !ZL"estec -+; ~ ~ •:-e : P"T/ 2...C our vests l{ ~b// 
t:- -r:;- etc ·;:; ! \.. i... - (bullet ll,,oof) be rrade available to ?..:::.l C~- det2.crY..ents . Thout:;h vests .?..re' 
~ ej P.,, -q_ro,.,.rar-.;;:ed .for '3e12.t~r 1967, I feel that this j s not soon enoucrh. e " ! d ~ :;~ have a rec;tii rer.ent fo.' c,[-ie;,1 ~· _.everal detacfa.ents a r e finding used J 

1...1 ... ~ vests available fror.. some that the Am.y has disc.: rded. However, I f ind 
t!iis less than satisfactory. T:-.:._-~ , I :::"J:;:::'"es-: t ' a't scr:.ou.'S considei,ations 
b~ 1iv~r: .to .. PD c0~":.::.":.: ~::-:: of t\e :c.E:d -=·: c ,...::_:y-.· or.. It is a necessary 
one, but gives several d.et .chrr:ents r:-.uch over expc sure to hostile action. 
I do not feel that 'ir ?,escue :1ecovery 3ervice c.:.n say no to the Army, 
when they have nen d;/ing on the battlefield and ~ ·e h"ve the only means 
oifsaving thei::.· lives . If is a 'bigh risk l!'ission, but one we must be i.vill­
ing to assume . 

5. 

-~=-:,J L.2 

5.CC - c ;.I TAIN CARLTCl~ F . VE& :EYS 
C~ - 2UD LT G:S01DE H. BONNELL, III 
IB~ - A2C F:ulJ!CI3 D. ::-:. ICE • 
RS - A2C ALLEN .i. . ST.'J:EK 

~ 21)3.0 56 

~cc - CA. TAIN FH.ED:'..IK M. BERGOID 
CP - CA.. TAIN D;lJ.E R. Trn.EE 
HN - A2C ROBERT L. RYBAK 
HS - A2C HICHEAL J . ROSIER 



l 

2 November 1966 

.. )lJ.9J',£T: :ission Narrative, 9- 38- 31- 28 Octo'::>e:­

TC: Jrd .· .. 2Gp (3:-0S) 
.\. 0 96307 

·1er.:0v'3 ar;d Lt 3or.nell .".:;::! ·;::::; "'t;::.r.~k :1:-.d cne .I. ·~t ~,:-.e C!'r .. sh :.;~+,c of 
··;'.::). !.':' (l.'....- ·c:: :c~-JJ·::. · :eather was VFR with ')atchy s~:ound fog which 

presented no problem. ..e l<lnded at fandir.g Zone 3- '}olf at C745 for brief-
in · .... ~ secu:':.t:· o: 3.:-e.:i. and a::-::-..,r:;: ent o "unsr.ip 3. -~:,er d•""' rtir · tr" 

~>:ere 3-:; ·r:..~ e.; b::; t!".e i C, sc:. C)E 05: :.o sr:~lk \: ·~ -.,-..!...: ·. T '1-.•; 
SO ·• ~ : l0'.-1 :eve::· t.o < vo::..a oc.:i LS see~. o~· hCr.:•d 1..:. ".t. ~: : r:: .d ; ·, . .. ' ~ !'<=' ~C'.-.·~C.: 

-etc '°'1 ."x-- :-oi.nt . This we did at a."cm· c,~ kr.ot.., >r. •. tablis · l . · ···~· ·-. .· 
over '.,lie sDot at about 0825 . ~)'I'., 1 . -t .; : : _,cv .;t.:.:..al-
;st ,,,;•h -s,,,...,.; ,,.; -" •' .. '· r •r ,.-,_o ~-- ·._. a-n t.:;i ,.., ,.,_ ~J\,.,o ).,...-'l -,..""'e'" out there ..... , , ...-~.,, - ~•-- - ..... ~--" _...._>J -"~' .J lj_~ ........ o,,,.' .• l ""'I t\: IT!; ,..C""tJ VV .... 

l ;_i -rt . Te r.-:ive~::>d fo: J.bot.::. 1'i 'ff' : i:;1:t.es v:i·· :·r: ).:r.f::·f ·u:d the 
:::eo:'] ~ rr. -:,; e _:!'oun ·,.;-,vn·~ · ;: oi.f . ,,e had the ho i st out .:i.bout 50 feet and 
, lC Eull, our Crew Chief, began pulling in 1·fr.at h~ could by hand 1·1rulP. we 
took off. :•10 hits were taken. :·Je headed out the sarr.e ',·;ay we had co;;;e~:i 
and or..,ited at the end of the valley for abol!t fire 'Tinutes and went back 

;in . The f."C advised us that '·rhat ··re had heard \·ra 3 probably the Gunships 

7 ~.aking passes nearby and the grour.d party told us to get out, after ex-
1 periencing what had happened the night before at ~his sa~e spot . 'e went 

C, ~up the valley a~ain and roverec behind a tree ove ~ the g~ound troops . 

~ \i ~~ ..... c..,l ··"~ \..., ....... ·....., .... .,... ~·, · •!'.:) ... -· ·,,_. :1d bleed· ·· · -;.,..., ... ,..._, -r~ .-· .J.1.-

p (fr ~r ir!.:-: :-:c:.:..· ~c:..::.ed ';;-' lt . '0:-.ne:..1 f::..r:J~~ =-~:-,:-er. a'.')t2...:...:-: ·:121--:···:: . :..,:, , 
"-''\) lrf .iO .... ·- :, ..:.0 •·- r:..., ~ 1... ')c...J~e 0 JC..:.~r -· .l ::n.::J:J~-·· 1..!~ "··- ou, l v1.e 
' ·: · i\ i t ~J.c'. C'<>to~ ~- tt.:":Jc :>o · . .;e deciri.ed to t:.ke ther, to L.; 3- :o.:.i.' i~ •ediately so 
' l/ (,1 '§ • 1·, ·· ,. ·" r,, ~-:1 .. c'.: l tPc - :::...e:..::c I t'T too1< us ab )t:.t ~O ::ri.nutes iato' -et 
~Qi q th err: into our bird . ·.Je were hovering at approxir'l.1tely 100 feet . It was 

c·--: ,:Jt!Ji ~ a 10 ninute flight to the LZ where medical help w.:i.s waiting . .Je \·Tere low 
:.: ; on fuel at this time so we flew to the ?lei Djere·1g Special Forces Carr.p 
· -~/ and"'efuelec· .. , .. ~~···· -~~.-·~ -·~-·--+i-.F ,........,. - ·2:"". .. 2:: t.,--·r~~rc::$:rt ..... ~I - ."t., ......... ~ - ~·· v ~-- .... .. v . ., ..... J _. ... .. .... ...1 

c - j JeriJ<:!.ns . . e ·.rere or:)iti;.r- to t!-.e 30t:.th · .. ni:.:!.::c- +, -o ..i.:i ;·J:e?; ~t:·cose C5 
E; _:, · r, '-·t'·riscd us that the ,are.J.. was under 'lt-.ack again e '\d tre :_- rour.::i Darty said 
'J -2 5 ~o st.a.y out . During our orbit we were advised tr :i.t a UH- 1 had gone down 
~ 7: "( near the river . ':Then we arrived at the crash all crewr.1en were being pick-
) 0 ~ ~ ed up by another UH- 1. '.fo returned to LZ 3- Golf :.o wait . 1.~'hile at the 

LZ ii Dustoff pilot asl«:d us to re~-~ them picku? e 1,p;:rt wounded troops at 
14- 0l "I 107-28 , , ,ie were told it would be at leas :. an hour before we could 

~ get 0 ck t o--- o"L.r f irst pickup point, so we .follo\lel the Dustoff bi:·d to the 
C ti\ new area . ·,;e had trouble contacting t!:e people 0 1 the ground and orbited 
r..u ~ ~ '" for about JO rdnt:.tes _looking for ~hem •. ~he Dusto .:'f bird had foui:d . them and 
..:l , ~ taken two out . ':!e frn.~.JJ~.r spot.:co tCt.,~~~~~d,~.\'!!lfu.:~t in~We were 

C ~ I !~ ~ nh:~r a ~~a~1~d~:f n!~w:~~d 0~~/~I ~~i:~iK~: ~~~ ~.~~l}?~i ~~~w:o p~~k-
h:>.d no c+.!":8!" r..e.:i..r.s :.~ ?i~k u~ an~t!-:eWr~~if ~t:~:!ffitf}.~ficl.a :-3.tor. n~d been 

~· ~ ~ left ()n t1c: r;~ct·.r.d ;·:i"'.',t. "e:ikins . Le !U.€! lli~GH t'lot cn.t1cal so 
-.. ~- ~ we pulled off tre spot J.t 1110 and took ot.:.r \·round ~d to LZ 3- Golf . Captain 

- OQ Lm1erJ and I decided to return to Pleiku for hors ~ collars and semi- _..· :t'l+-..._-

.. • U..itters . :re refueled once more ar:d returned to Pl eiku at 12CC hours . &- 3.,.,)4- / 
ARO DC 

cRouP-4 ~ ,B/JSIJ1 - oo;L<J \ " 
Downrr~dcd ct 3 yc3r i,t~:nb; , -.stJJniLUilt=t<t f 

Dc:!::;; ·f:··n r.!:·r 12 ,-•a:s. -'I 1:0-c- ~.., -ru,, /r3 ,rl-~ "1;~n~ - 131'/ ~ / -- ·-- _ ___ . ------- rq .grtu -.. l· 1~~. pto. 7~ 1 ~ 
~ c . . __,,. 
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MiHf iMr.Me. 
2. (S) Captain Ty:-ee and Captain Bergold took ov~r during the after­
noon. A helicopter and ccmplete crew were due in that afternoon frorr: 
~:ha. Trang and Captain lowery~ncLm~se.lf_were to t ake their bird and re­
~urn to LZ 3-Gol~li ?edro 56 was shot do,,m ab~.h. _,i-o~~s lc:..ter ~d O'\J.; 

~ :s "C s ~Am~~~i~~ ... ~1::vx9 t·!•~1QW,~, ,, r~om 
'"11~ was restricted to LBE only. 

3 . ( S) The rec ":'" n · n for a hiah- soeed hoist cannot be overe:r:lPhasized. 
We were pu in a danger position y aving to pul l off the spot with 50 feet 
of cable out. ';Jith a faste r re- wind capability, ·,1e could be assured of not 
draggins t he cable through tree tops c:..nd reducing the possibility of snan:i=i­
ir~ badly neeJec cable . - -
4. (

C' ' u,' Si evn:.e:c.bers : 

:tee - lSTLT 1-'.ICRIBL E. D:\VI3, FV3137964 
C? - C 'J:-T:\IN ~:LJ.'..:)ElL A. L.CY,-iERY, FV3117 446 
.~S - ::iSGT CHX?l5S JENKINS , :\F2l 964225 
HL - .UC H.,?.c.l.Y J . HULL, .Wl 9788850 

'~~~~~T, UcAF 
Rescue Crew Commander 
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~CONFIDENTIAL l 
3d ARRGp Hist, Oct-Dec 66 

I 

We lanied at 2310 an:i contacted Pleiku AB via field Fhone, notifying them of 
the status. At 2345 Cobra 19 advised us not to try and return to the area 
until daylie'}it . We were told that the pilot and copi lot had survived the 
crash but were injured. We departed J-Golf at 00051 29 October an:i landed at 
Pleiku at OOJ)L. This was the first mission that Det 9 received any hits from 
ground fire. Det 9 has received ground fire on sever al previous missions both 
ACR and med evac, but did not SU9tain any hits. I have several recommendations 
to mke. First I suggest that a hoist with a faster re-wind capability be 
installed on the HH-43F. Second, as mentiomd on previous narratives, I suggested 
that the heavy armor vests (bullet proof) be made available to all ACR detach­
mErit s. Though vests are prograzmned for SeptEmber 19t7, I feel that· this is not 
soon enough. We have a requirement for them now. Several detachments are find­
ing used vests available from some that the Army has dis carded. However, I find 
this less than satisfactory. Third .• I suggest that ~ erious consider~tions be 
given to the continuance of the med evac mission. It is a necessary one, but 

·gives several detachments much over exposure to hos t i le actiOD. I do mt feel 
that Air Rescue Recovery Service can say no to the Army, when they have men 
dyirg on the battle field and we have the only means c f saving their lives. It 
is a high risk mission, but ore we must be williQ?: tc assune. * We departed 
Pleiku at 0720 on 29 October 1966 to pick up Captain Vermeys and Lt Bonnell am 
A2C Stanek and one ilIA at the crash site of Pedro 42 (14-06N 107-33E). Weather 
was VFR with patdly ground fog which presented no pn:·blem. We landed at Landing 
Zone 3-Golf at 0745 for briefing on secur.i. ty of area and arrangeirent of Gunships . 
After departing the LZ we were advised by the FAC, COMPOSE 05, to sneak up a 
valley from the south at low level to avoid being sE*n or heard until we had 
at least reached the pickup point. This we did at a l:x:m t 90 knots and established 
a hover over the spot at atout 0825. We lowered Sgt Jenkins, our Pararescue 
Specialist, with semi-rigid litters, to help Airman Stanek who had been out 
there all night. We hovered for about five minutes l.ben we heard gunfire and 
the people on the grouni waved us off . We had the hoist out about 50 feet 
and AlC Hull, our Crew Chief, began pulling in 'What he could by ha.rd while we 
took off. No hits were taken. We headed out. the sane way we had come in and 
orbited at tre end of the valley for about five minut es an:i wait back in. 
The FAC advised us tha. t what we had heard was probab:..y the Gunships makiQ?; 
passes nesrby and the ground party told us to get ou·::. , after experiencing what 
had happened the night before at this sanE spot. We went up the valley again 
and hovered behind a tree over the ground troops. A:!rman Hull pulled up Lt 
Bonnell first an:i then Captain Vermeys. Lt Bomell 'ias ha vi~ trouble 
breathing an:i blood was bubbling up thrwgh too trach eotomy tube so we decided 
to take them to LZ 3-Golf immedi.a tely so they could 1:>e evacmted to Pleiku. 
It took us abrut 20 minutes to get them into our bir .j . We were hovering at 
appraxilmtely 100 feet. It was a 10 minute flight t o the LZ where medical 
help was waiting. We wer-e low on fool at Uris time 3 0 we fl.ew to the Plei 
Djereng Special Forces Camp and refueled before going to pick up the Army 
WIA, Ainmn Stanek and SS gt Jenkins. 

* Continuation of mission the following morning. 
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I CONFI!DlENTIAL 
3d ARRGp Hist, Oct-Dec 66 

We were orbiting to the sou th waiting to go in loben Compose 05 advised us that 
the area was un:ier attack again an:! the gro_urxl party said to stay out.. During 
our orbit we were advised that a UH-1 had gone oown near the river. When we 
arrived at the crash all crewn:en were being picked up by another UH-1. We 
returned to LZ 3-Golf to wait. While at the LZ a Dust off pilot asked us to 
help them pickup eight l«>urxled troops at 14-0lN 107-2EE. We were told it would 
be at least an hour before we could get back to oor first pickup point, so we 
foll.owed the Dustoff bird to the mw area. We had trouble contacting the people 
on the grouzxi an:i orbited for abcnt 30 minutes looking for t hem. The Dustoff 
bird had found them and taken t\loO out. We finally spctted their smoke grenade 
and wert. in. We were in a hover at 1100 and lowered cur last semi-rigi d µ.tter . 
The nan we picked up had a bad abdominal wotnd and coiiliin't be taken off the 
litter so we had no other iooans to pick up another m r , as our forest pene-
tra. tor had been left on the ground with Sgt Jenkins. The other \loOunded were 
not critical. so we pulled off the spot at lllO and tock our wounded to LZ 
)-Golf. Captai. n Lowery an:i I decided to return to Pl(iiku fo r horse collars 
and seui-rigid litters. We refueled once mare and ret urned to Pleiku at 
1200 hours. Captain Tyree and Captain Bergold took over dming the afternoon. 
A helicopter md complBt e crew were due in that afternoon from Nha Trang ar.rl 
Captain Lowery and myself were to take their bird and return to LZ 3-Golf. 
Pedro 56 was shot down aoout 3 hours later and our Headquirters advised us 
to sns pE!ld med evac missions. Pedro 98, from Nha Tra.ug, was restricted to 
LBR only. The reoonunerxlation for a high-speed hoist c:amot be overemphasized. 
We were put in a tough position by having to pull off the spot with 50 feet 
of cable out.. With a faster re-wind capability, we cculrl be assured of not 
dragging the cable through tree tq>s and reducing the possibility of snapping 
a badly needed cable.* On 29 October 1966, Pedro 56 bE~d returned to Pleiku at 
12001 for needed equipment aDi a crew change. Det 9 uas informed the · follow­
ing med evac requirements existed: (1) three seriou.:tly wour.rled plus our two 
pararescuemen (PJs) at t he era.Si site; (2) one seriously l«>urxled at 14-07N 
107-40E; (3) and J critically \loOUIXied at 14-00N, 107- 29E. We were given 
FAC an:! grourxl call signs and frequrncies. We departod Plei.ku at ]JOOL. When 
we arrived over Polei Djerang, we contacted the FAC and were advised tM first 
order of his iness was at the site of Pedro 42' s crash . Tl«> gunships that were 
wait~ for us just scu th of the pickup point were oo :itacted, and the flight 
new up the valley to the site. The UH-ls made two l ow level passes over the 
area and Pedro 56 mde an approach. Because we were heavy on fuel, only one 
man was reoovered and retume d to Landing Zone (LZ) 3·~lf. The grourxl party 
reqi.E sted we med evac aoout 10 more out., rut another .igency, presumably the 
Battalion Commanier, cane up on frequency and advised differentl.y. Because 
none of the remainirg pers:>nnel. required immediate med evac, he wanted them 
to wait until a LZ could be hacked out for dust-off .rlrcraft in order to cut 
down our exposure. We agreed. We then returned and oicked up our two PJs 
aIIi lowered a chain saw a.ad fuel to the ground party. At this point, our 
fuel state was such that we could pick up one additioial man, so we proceeded 
to the second point before dropping om- oo PJs off a t LZ 3-Golf. 
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* Continuation of mission ~ter crew change . 
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I CONFID!~NTIAL l 
Jd ARR.Gp Hist, Oct-Dec 66 

It took several mini.t.es to contact the groun:i party, an:!. then found they had 
only a he.at stroke victim who was up and walki~. They were in persuit of 
enemy forces and did not want us to pick up their man as it would alert them 
to the situation. We explained to the FAC that we cc uld not expose our air­
craft for a non-serious case. We th en proceeded to LZ J-Golf to drop off our 
two PJs and to refuel. The last portion of the mission was to extract 3 
critically 'liJOunded from a partially cleared LZ at 14--00N, 107-29E. After 
refueling, we one e again linked up with our FAC and c.ur t'I«> gunships. We 
arrived over the. LZ and the gunships looked it over. It se-emed quiet and 
the ground party said the area had been quiet all aft ernoon. He requested 
we expedite as three of the thirty "°urxl.ed were fadi rg. While we were on 
firal approach, he reported one man had died. The L2; was not suitable for 
landi l'l!:i but we were able to hover below the tops of tre trees, greatly 
cutting doW'l our exposure. We lowered Amn Kelsey to the groun:i an:!. quickly 
hoisted t'I«> atoar d. Sgt Brundridge advised one man -w as in very bad shape, 
bleeding badly and had a weak pulse. We i:nnediately took of f for LZJ-Golf. 
After· we off-loaded the tw:) men, we were advised :the one had died enro~e 
(later were told the man was the one reported having died W"lile we were on 
final). After atout 10 minutes ground time, we departed, joining up with 
gunships and FAC over the pickup point . TW> UH-ls had been in the LZ for 
a low ho ver pickup of 2 lIBl each. Then an Army Hiller cane in and picked 
up t-wo more. By the tiim we arrived over the area, a. CH-47 Chinook heli­
copter was in the LZ at a low hover. Picki.tlg up the rest of the wounded and 
all of the KIA victims, the Chinook departed. We then went in, dropped off 
three chain saws and picked up Amn Kelsey and one heat exhaustion case. We 
took off and started our climbout. After flying a s r ort distance an::i climbing 
to about 7-S<XXJ feet, we cane urrl er automatic weapons fire. We heard several 
srots, then several hits, then several more shots. 'Ihe enemy gurmer had 
caught UJ briefly in the middle of a 5-7 secon:i volley. We called ground fire 
and maintained cou-se, discovering the helicopter was apparently not signifi­
cantly damaged to prevait flight. No control or engi.. ne dcmage was apparent, 
so we continued east t"Owa.rd LZ J-Golf, which was ID w about seven miles away. 
Meanwhile, dur.i ng the groun:i fire, Sgt Brun:!. ridge sa'n the Pyrotechnics con­
tainer take a round. It began smoking, followed by an intense fire between 
it and tre M-16 ammo container. Without hesitation, Sgt Brundridge tossed 
out t.he pyro container an:i observed it to explode with an approximately ten­
foot fire ball after falling a few yards from the helicopter . He still had 
the amno can in his left hand ~d noticed a six inch torch flame emitting 
from a bullet hole. Out it ·went als:>. Sgt Brum ridge 1 s presence of mind 
and unhesitating action saved the aircraftand crew. About five miles short 
of the LZ J~lf , Amn Kelsey saw snoke trailing fro rr the bottom of the 
helicopter. I gave a my-day and began an immediate p<:Mer-off approach to 
a U.S. Anny artillery battalion, LZ 3-Hotel, which lay conveniently dead 
ahead. Sgt Brun:iridge, with Amn Kelsey holding his legs, hung od. the 
cabin door and by holding on to a bear-paw, scanned the bottom of the 
helicopter. 
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A minimum hover to a power on landing was made and the aircraft was quickly 
evacuated by om very fortune. te crew plus med-evacuee. The smoke must have 
been pyro smol<e that rad fi lied the fuel tank area thrl)ugh the b.tllet hole. 
A tot al of seven 12. 75 nm b.tllets had struck the helic <)pter. One through a 
blade just inboard of the spring constant area. It le Ct a 2 inch exit hole, 
destroying about half of tre spar, chord wise, in that area. One bullet 
drilled a neat hole through the engine oil inlet lire 1:ontinuing into am out 
of the right shaft housing <11d damaging the right towe :- bearing assembly. One 
came up through the left forward fuel tlllk, thr oo.gh the ARC-34 radio, the pyre 
contairer, d6flected through the M-16 amno contairer, ~rough a frame member 
a.n:.i was stopped by the co-pilot 1 s shoulder-level armor plating. One bullet 
came up through the chin, then back oo.t just above the chin armor, taking off 
quite a large portion of the PA horn m0unt. ·two more '~ent thrqugh the empanange. 
The helicopter was secured and stripped of equipnent, md the crew began coordi­
nating for a r:i.de back to Pleiku. The Air Force Liaioon Officer at LZ 3-Golf 
was contacted ani he hegan Qoordinating for aey Army hillcopters enroute to 
Ple:i.ku to stop at LZ 3'•°. Hotel to pick us up. However, Pedro 98, an mi-10F from 
Det 12, Nha Trang had been dispatched into the area and arrived on scene. '!he 
crew, commarrled by Lt William W:irstrom, took three of 'l s w:i th equipnent back to 
Pleiku, arrl then made anotrer sortie !or the reJJBining three members o! our unit. 
As a result of the series of sorties fl.own during this mission, several things 
have come to light. The URT-10 radio is not reliable 'dlen the PJ is directly 
urrler the hovering helicopter. Sgt Jenkins had to relay through the compa.ey 
FM radio which was several yards away. This added to the hover time. Although 
we can never be guaranteed safety, I !eel the med-evac mission can be continued 
with good results by minimizi~ the danger: (1) by lo·~ering the PJ, all of the 
litters and a chain saw, the pilots can depart while the PJ completely prepares 
the area; (2) the PJ then can cut either an LZ or a lo#-rover area to cut down 
on the exposure radius; (J) W'lile the hoist operator i 3 arranging an evacuee in 
the rear of the helicopter, the pilot can lower the hoist f'or the next pickup. 
Note: only when the clearing is large eno~h, and witl the HM checking the 
progre?s; (4) ani by insuri~ the grourrl party underst.1 Irls we only bring out the 
critical cases, leaving the others to wait until an LZ can be built for Army 
UH-1 dust off aircraft. During this series of missions, the problem of litter 
spinnizg was frequently encounter ed. A 2001 rope will be used so the PJ can 
stabilize the litter from the ground. The litter can be untethered and the 
rope dropped as soon as the HM la~ handis on the litter- . It is virtually 
impossibls to take on tWJ or more litter cases when th1~ rear armor doors are 
closed. Det 9 suggests they be relocated turther a.rt. The semi-rigid litters 
should be ro lied up before lowerirg to the grourxi by t :1e hoist as rot.or wash 
swings them arwrxi too much. A f'ast wind, variable s peed hoist should be 
developed for conb at us e. We further suggest th at pyr:> technic s aboard the 
aircraft be CaITied in an annor plated container. It is the plan of this unit 
to construct a container from salvaged armor from Pedr:> 42. 
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UNCLAS RGCO to1U> 8 J UL X 6~ . · PERSONAL BALL TO TYREE. -· 
MY CONGRATULATION FOR A FINE RESCUE .Of THE DONED HEUY CREW ON 
28 <PLUS 29> JUQ. YOU HAVE AGAIN. DEMONSTRATED YOUR SUPERB ABILITY 
TO COORDINATE AND COMPLETE UCOMPLEX MISSION. KEEP UP THE 
EXCELLENT WORK. 
BT 
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3d ARBGp Riot, Oct-Dec 66 

i. (U) In the late a.!ternoon ot 18 October l966, Cr~wn Bravo (Hu116, SH 517145) 
on orbit mission (Det l-J-78-18 Oct) ciYer .th• OQl.t ot Temkin tailed to return to 
home base at Danang. Control agciq becm avare .or pouaible .. rgenq because o! : 
l.ack o! operationa norm.al repcrt.8 lrca Crovn BraTO at l~'OOL mid 17Jcn:.. Organ! zed . I 

ee&rch began that evening &n:d c;ont1n!1ed _11n\ll ~ ~n .2 j Octobe~ 66_ ..q.th no sight­
ings or tin:i~s reported. · Aircraft was aae~ed ~ "YT ~ and lad a total ot 
aeTil'l crelall~ aboard. Loss ot the HU-16 ampbibian'waa' 1•epcrted aa mas~ due to 
hostile action. _, ,. · ., ~ · 

· J. (u) Qi 2~ October. JC:A:; o~~-c)2 .. (sH 6~12?n> oh.an ACR mi~io~'c~t 2-
3-117-20 <Ja) ll&S diaabled by ~tapected .~~ gro\md: ·fjj·e. :·.Oil preaa'Ul"e lt&S lost 
&ai the HH-3E helicopter was forced to lmd in a hastilt '.are&: The crew a.al a · 
recerl.ly .recoTe~d aitnvor . ve·re quickl7 ·taken •~rd.~· Other HH-JX (hi8h bird) 
and thsy dep&rted the area. · ·RESCatT (l-lla) .dest.ro,-.d t.h~ .. diaabi.~. ~ol~. Green 
to. prevent it tran !al.ling into unfriendly hands.-; A • 

k. (U) CXl 28 October Pedro 42 (HH-4Jf, 51' 62-4511) pn an Araf:7 Med Evac mission 
(Det 9-38-31-28 Oct) near Pleiku vu shot· cbwn and burni!d. Three evacuees airl the 
~ll:ht Mech ar.ic in the rear of the helicopter vere killod. A.rmy troops am the 
:·u;~ sr:'..le mP.n ( ?J) on tl".e gr~ nc! h~ fled get the Pilot a:l:! Co;:>ilo t out of the 
:: .=:::...ig wr~.;kage u.1•.!e:- a":~ -:r;; fire . ~.e FJ, ?!.lot a."ld C ' Pilot were ficY.i out the 
next mar rJ.r.r by ar.othe r Fedro helicopter. The Coi:ilot 3ubeequrntl.y died fro:!l 
:..,,~uries received in tr.e 5looting dowr. 111d crash at ,the helicopter. 

1. (U) I:i the a fter:iocn of 29 Cct Pedro 56 (SN·62-l.525) fiying in support 
of tre tniss:..or. (D!t 9-3~-31-23 Cct) in which Pedro 42 w1s lost, rect!i.ved a 
·1e::i ~:,. o"' gr:T.n:cfire 31' • .i !-ac! to oake a. fcrcec l.arxi1:y a t Arny LZ 3-Hotel, near 
?:::..~ r..-u . C:-e·.-1 sus tair:e .j c:-::.y :U.nor i.r.juries an:i was ret crne:i to Ptiiku that 
~·,er:;ocn. r.P.-43 ( :Pe:J:-.: 56) was repaired lac 3.lly a.nd i3 back in operation. 

?r.. (1;) Cn 15 Nc:•te:l~-e:-, Det .~c.'1irmt 1.:.., 38 AJlRSq loc3.ted at Tey Hoa AB, SVN 
'::>i!came ope:-•tfo;.a.L Ti.;:t ~ca is sit '.lated approxi'1liitely 5;'.) r.::ilea north o! Nha 
'!'rang on the Vietna:n coast . One HH-4JB is prese~ly a.s s ifntd; hovever, a 
s e oord K~-43 wi ll l::e ;:hce.: t!-.ere when resources per:uit. 

n. (C ) (GP-4) Jolly Gr~en 52 (SN 64-14229) lost transmission oil pressure (15 Nov). 
~ c::-tly after launc :-i or. o.:! ACR mission and rmde a forced larrling. Parts were 
~spa:.c .~ i: :i."1d ::iai::t.e;-s:;.::· e perfcmed ir. t he fielrl. On return, severe trans-
!T'..::..ssi.J n proh~:is de·.-elo-ed after short fli.fh~ arx1 Jolly Green 52 vae forced 
t o lar.d. Due tc uncerta.:..n re : e rt.ion ';,7 l.cc,,..l po!)Ul'tce, cre;.r was eva.cmted ~nd 
!:-i~dl7 fo:- ces su:- :-liea. •...J J)rctect a..~_rcraft until repairs cruld be mde. 
A.i:c:"'a!'t subse(\ue::tly rerai r~'i .tlt lar.dirr s:i-:.e and n°"n to secure base. 
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i. (U) In the late afternoon ot 18 October 1966, Cr~wn Bravo (HU-fl.6, SH 517145) , 
on orbit mission (Det l-J-78-18 Oct) OYer .the GW.t of Tonkin tailed to return to · 
home base at Dana~. Control agcic7 became a1i1are ot poeaible .. rgenc.r because of 
lack o! operations nonna.l reports . .tram Crown BraTO at l700L atid l730L. Organized· 
eearch began that evening ~d ~nt~ed \1n\ll ~ ~n .2 ) Octobe~ 66_ ..q.th DO eight~ •.. 
ings or tin:iil'gs reported. Aircraft was aae3tned to YT ARRSq and l».d a total ot 
eenn crelml"1 aboard. Loss ot the HU-16 ampbibian·wu i'epcrted u mias~ dtie to 
hostile action. · " · 

j. (U) Ckl 20 October. JollJ. Green 02 (SR 65-12778) en ari ACR miaaion (Det 2-
3-ll7-20 Oet) vas diaabled by ~mpected •m~ gro~d: :f'ire •.. Oil preaaur• was loe:t 
arxi the HH-'.3E helicopter vas forced to lmd in & hOl!ltil.e ·.area: . The crew aa1 a 
recer.tly recoT•n~d atf"vivor were quickly 'taken a~rd th Other HH-3.X {high bird) 
and they .deputed the area. ··RE.5CCRT (A-lle) destro,..d the disable'd Jol17 Green 
to. pre vent 1 t tran !alling into untrie ndly hands. ~ · · , · 

k. (U) On 28 October Pedro 42 (HH-4JP, SN 62-45ll) ?"an AI'fl1.Y Xed Evac mission 
(Det 9-38-31-28 Oct) near Pleiku va.a shot· cbwn a.nd bur~d. Three encuees &Irl the 
~ight Xec.~arJ.c in the rear or the helicopter were killt ·d. A.rm.y troop.s ani the 
: .. 1:-1.~ s-:'..le rn<>.!1 ( ?J) en t::~ gr~ nc! h~ fled get the Pilot art! Copilot out of the 
::: .=::.:....."16 '•fl"''!.;kag~ ~•·le:- a:~ -=er fire. ~.!! FJ 1 Pilot a."lC Copilot were ficW!1 out the 
next mcrni.ri~ by ar.othe r Fedro helicopter. The Coi::ilot :>Ub8equrntly died fro::!l 
:..'1~uries recei vec! in tr.e ~ooting dowr. and crash a! .the helicopter. 

1. (U) I:i the ai"ter:i,ocn of 29 Cct Pedro 56 {SN·62-4525) nying in su~ort 
of tre cniss:.or: (Det 9-J!?-31-28 Cct) in which Pedro 42 w.1s lo&t, rec~ved a 
·1c::.l~:' o" gn.: r.c!'ire 3: . .! !"..;.c! to r.-.ake a. fcrced landl!l' a•, Amy LZ .3-Hotel, near 
?::.~ A-u. ::-r·,_· s~ :a!~e :i ~; -:""~:.Y ~or ~r:~ur1e s arrl ~,.,as ret i!rne~ to P~iku that 
>...:~-- ~r::o·:-: . r'.P.-L..3 (:'~:!:::: 56) was rep~red loculy and i> ba::k in operation. 

rr:. (r.J) Cn 15 Nc·1~':-ie:, Detac.h~nt ll, JS ARRSq loc .1ted a.t Tuy Hoa AB, SVN 
!::>ecar..~ ope:--..ti:::ir.a..L Ti.;:: :-:ca is sit\.lated aP?ro.xi:na.tely ~ ~iles north o! Nha 
Trang on the Vietna.:n coast . Cne HH-439 is prese~ly &s :3igred; however, a. 
secorrl K~-43 ·..rjll t:e ;:l"l.c e.: t?-.ere when re90urces per:nit . 

n. (C)(GP-4) Jol~ Gr~en 52 (SN 64-14229) lost tra.;1smission oil pressure (15 Nov). . 
!t?c:-tly after laun6 or. a~ ACR mission and rm.de a. force:i larxiing. Parts were 
.i:.s-;~:.c .~~ '.l."1d ::iai:1.e;-~~·~ e perfcrned ir. the field. On return, severe tra.ns-
:r.:.ssi.J n prohle:is de ·:elo-:ed after 5hort fli.fht a.rrl Jolly Green 52 vae forced 
tc lar.d. Due to unce!"ta..:..i: re:e:::.ion "!:>y l.-:c:;i.l popul.!\ce, crefol' was evacmted ~nd 
!:-i~dl7 f:>:::-ces su;-:--llea ':..'.) prctect. a.-1.:::-c:-aft until repa i rs cculd be mde. 
Ai:'c:-a!t subsec;ue::tly rerair~d ~t lar.dil'f" s~:.e and nc~n to secure base. 
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Combat Loss of Personnel 

Mission 1-3-78-18 October 1966 ~ It began in a rou-

tine manner as so many others had f o r Major Angstadt and 

his crew of the HU-16B, 51-7145. Th e Major was scheduled 

to fly a precautionary orbit over t h e Gulf of Tonkin to 

aid fighter pilots who might requirE! assistance. 

The fear that all was not well with 7145 was born 

when one of those "Operation Normal ' reports was not 

received. A search, which was begun immediately and was 

suspended on 26 March, never reveal£d any information on 

the fate of 7145 or the seven Rescu£men aboard. 

A list of the crewmen who are missing follows: 25 

Crewmen 

Angstadt, Ralph H., Maj 
Long, John H. s., 1st Lt 
Rackley, Inzar w., Jr., 

Capt 
Hill, Robert L., TSgt 
Clark, Lawrence (NMI), 

SS gt 
Adams, Steven H., A2C 
Shoneck, John R., SSgt 

"$ 

Posit ion Unit 

RCC 37th ARRSq 
Copilot 37th ARRSq 
Nav 37th ARRSq 

FM 37th ARRSq 
RO 37th ARRSq 

PJ 33rd ARRSq 
FM Det 7, 38th 

ARRSq 

Mission 9-38-31-2-9' October 1966. Thi s was a heli-

copter mission for the medical evacuation of wounded 

25. TSgt Philip N. McKinnon, ARPCB. 



ARRSH-67/1 133 

u.s. Anny soldiers from a point near Ple i ku AB, Vietnam. 

Captain Carlton P. Venneys was departing the pickup point 

with three wounded soldiers when his helicopter, HH-43F 

62-4511, was struck and downed by hostile fire. Of this 

four-man crew from the Detachment 9 , 38th ARRSq, two 

escaped serious injury, one was ser i ously injured, and 

one was killed at the time the heli : opter crashed. A2C 

Francis D. Rice, AF22028911, heliCO'.?ter mechanic, died in 

the crash, 26 while 2nd Lt George H. Bonnell, III, FR80250, 

copilot, was severely injured in th1~ crash and died on 12 

November in the hospital at Clark A3 , Philippines. 

From 1 July to 31 December 19615 , ARRS had the total 

of nine men lost seven missing and two killed. 

Personnel Manning 

Hq MAC requested that ARRS mak<! an evaluation of a 

regulation proposed by USAF for the purpose of standard-

izing personnel functions at major command and intennedi-

ate command headquarters. The DCS f or Personnel, who made 

the evaluati on, stated that, while t he regulation would 

26. A2C Rice was killed at 2250 hours local time, 28 Oct 
66 according to the casualty r eport. Since mission 
reports are based on Greenwich Mean Time, the mission 
occurred on 29 Oct 1966. 
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Date Unit Airc raft Personnel 

')ii' $ Oct Det 9, 38th ARRSq 

29 Nov Det 5, 38th ARRSq 

Sea Water Sampling 

HH-43F, 62-4511 

HH-3E, E4-14231 

1 killed~ 
1 injured, 
died later 

ARRS became involved in Water Sample r Recovery 

Tests with the u.s. Naval Radiologic al Def er.se Labora-

tory (NRDL), San Francisco, Ca l ifornia, in September 

1966. 30 

A Hq ARRS Test Directive, 19 Sep tember 1966, was 

prepared for those who were to perform the test.31 The 

test involved dropping the sampler, #hich weighed 60 

pounds, into the water from an HC-13 JH flying at 130 

knots, indicated air speed, and 100 feet above the water 

surface. The sampler was allowed to fall free, sink, 

and rise, during which time it filled w.ith water. As it:. 

rose to the surface, it was reeled i n with the surface-

to-air recovery sub-system of the ai~craft. The 48th 

ARRSq was assigned the task. 

30. Ltr, 9340, Mr. Ray H. Heiskell, NRLD, to Lt Col 
Ernest J. Trexler, Hq ARRS, 14 Sep 66, SD Vol. IV, 
P. 291. 

31. Hq ARRS Test Directive, subj: Water Sampler Recov­
ery Tests, 19 Sep 56, SD Vol. I V, p. 293. 



Release No. 12-29-65 

PLc;IKU BESCO~ DETA<IDlENT SETS OOTSTANDlliG REC:>RD 

llth<ll,lgh its first permanently assigned ) ersonnel reported for duty less 

than a ycsr ago, in Jan 1966, Detachment 9 of the 38tn ARRSq has already es-

tablished one of Southeast Asia's most outst~1ding records. 

By the end ()f October the detachment had made a total of 92 combat pick­

ups, of which 60 were logged as combat saves. (Two of these saves were ip.a.de 

in Novemb~r 1965 as temporary duty (TDY) persrmnel were setting up the unit. 

This total represents one fifth of all combat saves l9gged in SE.A during 

the first ten months of 1966. It is even more remarkable when it is noted 

tnat Uet 9 has operated witn only two HH-43F helicopters arul an average of 

six pilots, four crew chiefs, and four pa;ra.rencue specialists during this 

' period. · . 

Operations 'Hawthorne 1 , 1paul Revere II' lU'ld 1Paul Revere IVJ a.11 W98ed in 

Vietnam's Central Highlands, presented the bu~ iest operational challenges to 

the unit. 

During Hawthorne, 25 members of the 101S'l Airborne Division and one 

North Vie~namese were retrieved from the battl efield. This required seven 

night sorties, five of which were flown by Cait• Lawrence F. Marcum, ~omer-

set Kentucky. 

Two dey sorties were flown during the operation by Capt. Darrell A. · 

Lowery, Tecumseh, Michigan, who made the picj\..p of the captured North Viet-

namese soldier. 

rrwo other sorties where flown into the area in an ef~ort to extract the 

wounded of the company of army Capt. Bill Carf enter, but heavy .50 cal fire 

prevented the hovering that was n~~swY• .. .... 



During 'Paul Revere II' the detachment was called on to assist the 1st 

Air Cavalry Division in the evacuation of wounded. With the aid of ground 

radar, Capt Fredrik M. Bergold, Cincinnati Ohio, led a flight of two heli-

copters into the hostile and fog shrouded Chu Pong Mountain area to evacuate 

two wound&d. soldiers. 

A short t ime l ater, in August, Capt. Richard L. Cardwell, Pendleton, 

Oregon., led two he1ioopters into the same area to evacuate five wounded 

soldiers. This was another minimum weather rescue that required instrument 

flying. 

In late October, the 4th and 25th Infantry Divisions nade heavy contact 

near the Cambodian border west of Plei Djereng, and Paul R~vere IV was under-

w93, with .Det 9 again called upon to make bat tlefi~ld puck11ps. 

and 

crew began hoisting the wounded through a canopied jungle #ith some trees 

growing to 150 rt. As tlie hoist was lowered the fourth time , the helicopter 

was hit by ground fire and crashed into the jungle. Three #Ounded tfiat had 

been hoistedl from the ju,ngle and the crew chief were lost in the firey crash. 

The second helicopte pickup of the pilot- and co-

pi lot that night because , but the following morning 
1. ~ 

1st Lt. Micllael E • .Uavis, • ., 
• 

w were able to get into the 

area and retrieve the pai d only slight i njuries, but 

the copilot later died at the Clark AB Hospital'·~~~~~ 

.. ~ 

That afternoon the detachment's second helicopter, flown by ~apt. uale 

R. Tyree, Nashville Tennessee, detachment commander, evacu~ted six personnel 

fron the jungle. On t he lost sortie of the dB\Y this helico pter was also 

seriously hit by . 50 cal fire..t.._E~~ made it to a forward operating area for 



a forced landing. 

Thi~ helicopter was returned to Pleiku .\.B in November bp Chinook hel-

icopter, and the detachment maintenance personnel replaced components and 

patched damage done by eight 50 cal. hits and the forced landing. 

A 
Thia was the third time a helicopter had been rebuilt during the year 

by these maintenance men under the supervision of SM3gt ~l ton 1. 'risdale, 

Chandler, Arizona. 

CS:Pt Tyree strongly praises these maintenance personnel. 

"Our missions usually come in big bunches, 11 he SB\YS, ''and these men al-

'WB\YS had our two choppers available when most needed. 11 

The detachment ha.d flown 329 missions throught the end of October. Of 

these 252 were local base rescue, 22 aircrew recovery, 13 medical evacua:Dion, 

and 42 base support. Th~ two helicopters logged 608 hours of which 205 were 

in combat, and the inconunission rate averaged 91%. 

The small unit's members have individually received to date 14 Distingoo 

uished Flying Crosses, two Airman's Medals, 21 Air Medals, two A]' Commendation 

Medals, and five purple heatta. Several other .,a.rds, including four Silver 

Sta.re, are pending. 

Additionally, in the past four months that the new fast growing Pleiku 

AB has conducted an Airman of the Month program, members of Det 9 have twice 

been selected far this honor. 

This detachment is setting an outstanding record as its talents are de-



CONf I D:::NTiAL I 
FROH: Dat 1, 38th Aer.ospace..,Rescue- & Recovery Squac ron 

APO 96321 

REPLY TO ATTN OF: Det 1 , 38ARRSq 

SUBJECT: Narrative Report for Mission 

TO: 3d ARRGp (ROOP) 
APO 96307 

1 November 1966 

At 02022 the 35TFW TUOC telephoned us with a me d.cal e·1acuation request. 
A unit of .\rmy engineers were involved in a fir~ fi ht 5 mi les fr::::~ :?1.,"n R.- ~ -
Air BasE ..it c<'ordin :.tc- 109-0:21·i, 11-36N. One sc::i.d.::. 
S~CP?E- - on c. lar.c ·J._~,-. ?_;.,.:_ -,,T i:-. dange.:' o: ol ~t:c:::'l t.: ceat:..l. They i:ac 
requested helicop er ~vacuation . The Deputy Commancer for Operation:.; c~.~~-:·ec 

us to go; we topped of the fuel tanks and scrambled at 0212Z. Just bel'c!'•. we 
took off an unidentified anny captain drove up in a jeep. He confirmed t i1at 
the pinned down unit had no radio or smoke, and he added the information that 
the wounded soldier's leg had been almost blown off. He also informed us 
that "Rascal 21 11 , a FAG was orbiting the area. I aeked the captain to give 
the FAC our UHF frequency and took off. Shortly after take off, I heard 
Pedro 92 check in on tower frequency from a base sufport mission. I requested 
them to fly cover for us. When we arrived in the area Rascal 21 called us but 
was unable to add much information. He was in intermittant radio contact with 
the ground party, but the reception was so weak and spotty he hadn't learned 
much. I could see several stalled vehicles on a dirt road located near the 
base of a large rocky hill. P.ascal 21 pointed out the area of the supposedly 
secure landing site, owever the si ht of ersonnel on the cL 
behind their yehjcles and iring uo at the mountain ma e oubt the securit 
of the sit.e • .I.made.two passes at an altitude of 2C0-300 ft and could see 
individuals waving me -to ..... ard a small landing spot b£ hind a large crane pulled 
up along the road. I also noticed 2 men carrying tte wounded man toward the 
landing area dodging from vehicle to vehicle. On t e third pass, I intended 
to land but the copilot a.~d the crew chief saw grourd fire hitting the water 
directly below the helicopter. I took the helicopter around once more and 
requested Rascal 21 to ask the ground party to try to evacuate the wounded 
man by jeep. He seemed to have difficulty getting the message t hrough to 
the ground party, but he informed me that the grounc party was unable to 
evacuate him and intended to cover my next pass witt maximum return fire. 
I had considerable difficulty on my approach because of turbulence and a 
gusty cross wind of 22 knots. At 0217Z Pedro 92 flEw low over the hill while 
we landed 100 ft from the road, partially protected by a 3 ft earth bank and 
the crane. i·:e were probably only on the ~roypd '30 e econds. The hoist operator 
jumped out and hel ed load the wounded man. An arm;} Lt. ran up and shouted a 
message in my ear,, (which was obscured by the din oi popping H-16s and the I 
helicopter) then we took off, We return~? the survivor to Phan Rang AB 
dispensary. CLASS1FICATION Ct\. ,CELLED 

Or Changt-d 10 ~ )-/ C. l A J> . DOWNQllADllD AT 11 n~• llll'r.WIYALA 

PICKUP CREW By Authority of b p !? - -- · 98QUol50.,:i::~ ~~ ~ 
By ,f27<J (Date)/Z4r~7 ·-;-9.-;::::;,,,,,..~-­

Pilot ~:c Captain Larry A. Nitz, FR61627 - Billings, :r.:ontana 
Copilot '* Captain Michael C. Tennery, FV3096361 - Bi rmingham, Alabama 
Hoist Operator -~- SS gt William R. Dunbar, AF1 36785 50, Philadelphia, Pa. 

\.. Hedi cal Technician * A 1 C Warren T. Hope, AF1 3791112', Philadelphia, Pa. G ?-'/ 
@e'~~IBEt4TL'W.. 

Robert1
Line



CONF~ DENTfA'L 

HIGH BIRD CREW 

Pilot *Captain La.Monte M. Kahler, FV3100317 - Idaho Falls, Idaho 
Copilot* Captain Clarence N. Cochran, FV3118977 - Anarillo, Texas 
Hoist Operator* A1C Robert A. Rohrbach, AF13725166 - Reading, Pa. 

~) ~' ~-- -- ~ ~~~~ ~ 
LARRY A. NJ:.tz~Capt, u~ 
Rescue Crew COIMiander 

C 0 I J fl DE) l Tl AJ. 

Robert1
Line



UNCL!1SSIFIED 
3d ARRGp Hist, Oct-Dec 66 

Det 6-38-131-31 Oct 

(U) Two HH-43Fs were scrambled to recover survivors of a C-123 crash N'tl of Bien 
Hoa. Three crewmen were recovered using the hoist/forest penetrator and flown 
to Tan Son Nhut AB. No hostile action encountered and :io battle danage sustained 
by tre helicopters during the mission. 

Det 1-38-9-31 Oct (RCC Narrative) 

(U) At 0202Z the 35TPW TUOC telephoned me with a medic al evacuation request. 
A unit of .Army engineers were involved in a fire fight 5 miles from Phan Rang 
Air Base. One soldier was reported to have stepped on a land mine and was in 
danger of bleeding to death. They ha.d requested helico pter evacuation. The 
Deputy Comman:ier for Operations cleared us to go; we to 9ped .off the -fuel tariks 
and scrambled at 0212Z. Just before we took off an uni·ientified Anny captain 
drove up in a jeep. He confirmed that the pinned down llilit had no radio or 
smoke, and he added the informtion that the wounded so l dier' s leg had ·been ' 

·a.l.Ioost blown off. Heals::> informed \.8 that "Rascal 21" , a FAC was orbiting 
the area. I asked the captain to give the FAC our UHF f requency and took off. 
Shortly after take off, I heard Pedro 92 check in on tower frequency from a 
base support m:i5 sion. I requested them to fly cover fo::- us. When we arrived 
in the area Rascal 21 called us but was unable to add much information. He was 
in intermittent radi. o contact wl. th the groum party, bu~ the r eception was so 
weak and spotty he hadn't learned much. I could see several stalled vehicles 
on a dirt read located near the base of a large rocky hi ll. Rascal 21 pointed 
out the area of the supposedly secure landi~ site, how?ver t he sight of 
pers:>nnel on the grourrl crouched behin:i their vehicles md firing up at the 
mountain made me doubt the securi~ of the s:it e. I made tlO passes at an 
altitude of 200-300 ft and coulrl. see 2 indimuals wavi og me toward a SIIBll 
larding spct behind a large crane pulled up alo~ the ?\)ad. I also noticed 
2 men carryi~ the w:>unded mn toward the landing area i odging from vehicle 
to vehicle. On the thi. rd pass, I intended to land wt ~he copilot and the 
crew chief saw ground fire hitting the water directly b elow the helicopter. 
I t.ook the helicopter arairrl once more and requested Rascal 21 to ask the 
grc:wxi party to try to evacuate the 'N:>Unded man by jeep. He seemed to 
have difficulty get ti~ the message through to the ground party, but he 
infonned me that the gro urrl party was unable to evacua. t a . him and intemed 
to cover my next pass with maximum return fire. I had considerable diffi­
culty on my apprcach because of turbulence am a gusty cross wirxl of 27 
knots, at 0217Z Pedro 92 flew low aver the hill while we lan:i ed 100 ft 
.from t he road, partially protected by a 3 ft earth bank an::i the crane. 
We were probably on the groum 30 seconds. The hoist operator jumped out 
CllCl hel ped load the w:>unded man. An Army Lt ran up and shruted a 
message in my ear, (which was obscured by the din of popping M-16s and the 
helicopter) then we took off. We returmd the survi '.Or to Phan Rang AB 
dis pm sary. 

19 UNClASSIF IED 




