
ET'adtSSIFIET) ------.---. --------___ 
-05116 4" 

_ 
41/49 

, 	 - 	 , 

FROM: Det 9, 38th AR2Sq (lstLt Davis/4184) 	 8 October 1966 

SUBJECT: Mission Narrative 9-38-30-7 Oct 66 

TO: 3rd ArlaGp (RGOS) 
APO 96307 

1. Detachment 9 was notified at 1910 hours local by the 4th led, 4th 
Inf Div, that one Army soldier located at ZV109808 had a badly cut hand 
pnd required medical evacuation as soon as possible. We were adv',,ed 
that the Army edical Evacuation Unit had been notifie( but coul 	t 
accomplish the evacuation sLnce no landing zone was al. 
was notified that we rould launch our two helicopter az: socl as 
ing was accomplished 	our secondary crew arrived. Re-fueling 
launch reaction time was greatly hampered due to the non-availability 
of fuel truck (out of commission for repairs). This meant we had to 
fuel one bird from our bladder/pump system and fly it out of the way 
so the other one could be towed close enough to get fuel. Both crews 
were prepared to launch at 1920 hours but we ended up waiting an extra 
15 minutes because of fueling. Ne launched at 1935 hours. 

2. II DASC provided  an  AC-47 for ',i'ESCORT which proved to be a very 
essential aid in the successful accomplishment of this mission.  No 
particular difficulties were encountered enroute. Near IFR conditions 
were encountered because it was totally black except for an occassional 
light on the ground. No horizon was visible. The AC-47 crew advised 
us of our position and gave estimates to the site. We were notified 
enroute that two people were to be evacuated. 

3. Radio contact was made with the ground party and Spooky  23  dropped 
flares to aid in direction finding. The site was spotted through the 
use of flashlights held by the ground party. A low recon was flown and 
the site was observed to be situated on the very top of a 2500 foot ridge 
with a sharp drop-off on the downwind side. The terrain was very rough 
which created highly gusty and variable winds. We were advised that 15 
knot winds out of the East prevailed on top of the ridge. An approach was 
made and a hover established. Without the air-drop flares the site would 
have presented an even more hazardous approach due to the complete dark-
ness. The top of the ridge was hardly visible without flares. 

4. Sgt Brundridge lowered Airman Rosier to the ground on the forest 
penetrator. The most critically injured man was sent up first. As 
he neared the cabin door he grabbed the sides to help himself inside 
and would not let go. Sgt Brundridge had to knock his arms back out of 
the way and forcefully turn him around to get him inside. Airman Rosier 
then put the other injured soldier on the hoist with himself, and  both 
were hoisted into the helicopter. The most critically injured one re-
portedly had severed an artery. The second was slightly injured. 
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5. We were asked to deliver our patients to Oasis rather than bring 
them back to Pleiku. This we did with navigational aid from the 
Spooky crew. 

6. Participating Crew Members: 

PRIMARY CREW 
	

SECONDARY CREW 

RCC - 1STLT Michael E. Davis 	RCC - Captain Carlton P. Vermeys 
RCCF - Captain Fredrik M. Bergold 	RCCP - 2ndLt George H. Bonnell, III 
HM - SSgt Bertrum E. Brundridge 	HY - A2C Francis D. Rice 
RS - A2C Eichea) J. Rosier 	RS - SSgt Chal.leE (NMI) 

MICHAEL E. DAVIS, 1STLT, USAF 
Rescue Crew Commander 
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3d ARRGp Hist,  Oct-Dec 66 

Fuel state at  this time, 03052, was 1900 pounds. ,SandyN 1,2,3, and 4 were  in 
the area at this thee  to  relieve Aardy  41 and 42 who  had  ale,  expended all 
ordnance and reached tdngo fuel: , Upon returning to. the location, Sandy 3 took • 
Jolly Green 0.2-down into the area, Jolly Green Ct2 had positive sighting of the 
part:flute. Entry was Bide up in' a emeJ-1 valley'On an aprirordmate heading of 

. 070 	Green 02  the  n turned to,parallel,the,.sl.ope to 030° and. was estab- 
. lished In a hoier Over the co-pilotfithezrAground.•,:firs.543114ed- 4- *again.' Jolly 
. Green 02 pulled off to a safer area after. taking UT:trite. in the right side of 
the aircraft in the vicinity of  •  the  cargd door .4.:;-The :Saiidys again attempted to 
sterilize the ridge line where. the firing was isuSpected 'to be from. Jolly Green. 
02 was called down again'usiiig• the' a sila<ajitri.',;4404:13();'4rowri fire was received 
until the aircraft. was establishing :irialiKiver,`7eloSe_t4 the. co-pilot.. Jolly • 
Green Cr2 took one hit which cOmpletely 'penetrated 'the ...:amor 'plating, glanced off 
internallY, penetrated the ,floor :and. ruptUred  the  florwiLrd fuel . cell. -.The Para-
medic and Flight'Nechanic .both reeeived slight .ctitiOgroil:ehrapnsl.:.•-.The odor of 
smoke filled t.he aircraft and 'they. *treated to 1,sife area. 	Was thought 
later to be t* odor of cordite. The Sandys were requeAed to go in and hit : 
them again. Jolly Green 02 was within 20 minutes of biller) fuel. The crew 
elected to try once more aS the weather in the area was deteriorating. This 
attempt WAS successful with no icnovm.hits, although the Paramedic heard 
groure fire. At the time of the rescue, tt-e upper ridus were in  the  clouds 
-Ind visibility had dro7.7..e.1 to 2 miles in haze sr. sr.cke. At no time.during 
their at:empts was the pilot siftted. Jolly Green 02 h 	reached bingo  fuel 
Er.d was advised to .recover to base where arrangements  hlid been made to air  • 
evacuate the recovered co-pilot in a C-123. 

Det 9-38-30-7  Oct  (RCC Narrative)   

Detach_mnt 	was r.ct if ied at 1910 hours lx 11 by the 4th Med, 
1.r.f Eiv, that ore Arny soldier had a badly cut hand and required medical 

evactztion as soon as possible. were advised that the Army Medical'. Evac-
uation Unit had been notified but could not accomplish .the evacuatior. since 

Lar.-iirr zone was available. 	was noti.fied that we wail,d launch our 
tAto helicopters as soon as taeling was accomplished arxi our secondary crew 
arrived. Re-fueling and launch reaction time was greatLy hampered due to 
th.2. non-availa.-7.-.ility of fuel truck (out of coamission for repairs). This 
meant we had to fuel onz bird from our b3adder/pump sys'.em and fly it out 
of the way so the other one could be -towed close enough ,to get Nal. Both 
cre.ws were crecared to laLnch at 1c20 hours but we ends! u7 waiting an 
ex.r..ra 15 minutes becaUs-,, c,.1 fueling. 	launched at 19.35 hours. An AC-47 
was r:Dvicied for RES:7J 	r.mved to be a very esseltial aid in the 
successful accomplishment of this mission. No particuLLr difficulties were 
enz.-.;unt ered 	ute. N 	IFR. conditions wer a encounte:-ed because it was 
to tall:- b.I ack exce7t for an occasiDnal liptht or...the grout! . No horizon was 
'risible. The AC-47 crew advisel us of our position and gave estimate's to 
the dt e. it; e were n,:t fi 	enroute tha t two necole vier! to be evacuated. 
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3d ARRGp Hist, Oct-Dec 66 

Radio contact was rrade with the ground party and Spookr 23 dropped flares to 
aid in direction finding.' The site was spotted througl the use of flashlights 
held up by the ground party. A low reoon was flown ant the site was observed 
to be situated on tle very top of a 2500 foot ridge with a sha-rp drop-off on 
the dognwind side. The terrain was very rough which e7eated highly gusty and 
v-ariable winds. We were advised that 15 knot winds ou- ., of the East prevailed 
on top of the ridge. An approach. was made and a hover established. Without 
tie air-drop flares the site would have presented an e ren more haziadous 
approach due to the complete darkness. The top of the ridge wa.s hardly visible 
without flares. Sgt Brundridge lowered Airman Rosier 	the ground on the forest 
peretrator. The most cirtically injured m3.n was sent ip first. As he neared 
the cabin door he grabbed tir sides to help himself in3ide and wculd not let go. 
Sgt Brurdridge had to laiock his arms back out of the w ly and forcefully turn 
him around to get him inside. Airman Rosier then put ::.he other injured soldier 
on the hoist -with himself, and both were hoisted into ;he helicopter. The most 
critically injured one reportedly had severed an arterr. The seconi was. slightly 
injured. Patients were delivered to Oasis rather than Pleiku. 

Det 1-3-75-8 Oct (RCC Narrati ire)  

(U) At appromimately L100, 8 Dct 1966, we were notifiei of a ddyined aircraft 
on the 345° radial at 37 miles from channel 37 . We toyed off the firebird 
and were ai rbor ne at 11.05. After airborne we were not Lfied by tower that 
the crash site was 030/13 nm from Charnel 37. We chan;ed heading and followed 
two Marine H-468 who were heading for the site. We co Iducted a search after 
we arrived over the crash site, sigitirg no survivors. We were aided iri our 
search by -the two H-46s, one 11-34 and a UH-1B. The seas were moderate and 
the weather was high overcast. Crown Charlie arrived approxiraately 15 
minutes later and received a beeper in the vicinity of a small group of 
Vietnamese sampans 3-5 miles from our position. We pr)ceeded toward the 
sam.pars and began receiving a strong beeper signal. lei e got a visual sighting 
on the Radar Operator riding in the stern of a sampan. We hovered over the 
sampan and hoisted tle RO aboard. Upon questioning ttu RO we found his pilot 
to be in another sampan approximately 1/4 to 3/4 miles away. We sighted the 
second pilot and hoisted him from the sampan to the'heLiccpter. The only 
difficulty encountered occured during the first pickup. The sampan the RO 
wa,s on was pro ceeding at 5-10 knots and was headed cro3swind. Also the RO 
experienced some difficulty getting onto the forest, peietrator. Both the 
pilot and the radar observer were in excellent shape. 

Det 1-3-76-8 Oct (RCC Narrative)  

(U) At 1735 hrs on 8 Oct 1966, Pedro 95 received notification that a 0-1E 
pilot, had just been shot and was going to crash land res.r 13a Tung, Republic 
of Vietnam. At 1738 hours Pedro 95 took off during a thunderstorm in search 
of the downe d pilot, . 	 e 	CA 
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