Mission llarrative

At approximetely 00552, Jolly Gre=en 36 and 02 wers scrambled from _.4—30 {
for a rescus \.:. fort on Tempast 3, reported down at 21°/29' 1, 1049/23" 5 /
Jolly Graen 36, (Low Bird) and Jolly Green 02, (High Bird), - seTe airbcrne {9
at 01002, ‘“lezthor wos sstimated 800 Pt broken, 300 Pt overcast, vissbility !
5 miles. Altitude enrcute was approximataly 10,000 ¥t I’5L. Sandy 31 and 32
procseded into thes Area, Jolly Green 36 and 02 wers accorpanied by Sandy A1

and 42, The rcute flown wes I-36 to Channel 97 TiCan; North te 21°/03' N,
103°%/45" 1; Zast to 21°/05' M, 104°/15' 3, then dirsct into thz arsa, the
coordinates ui wiich Lad becn revised to 4l°/23' N, 104°/13' &, lthher

enroutes g 3000 Pt scettesred, 3Sandy 31 ecntdcted Trg -:“‘f ,’ Zor any Gdltlon.a:].
R, W L 3 3 DR cllLrdy 1Lair pnysicel condd Ao, NEHS L Bor : Sl e Mk
-a:zl‘;. suln Sree GR=cTFROY soid He had & Brefeft Ton, & ol D wreSiEEol R it e
i S udilet Belts Thdy <lbo Paplrtied Woices dnt WuR 1N Fl e L. B A
A8 e gleund) SLre.

The low element was tihen turned over to candy 41 and 42 after Sandy 31
and 32 had expended their ordinance and dsclarsd bingo fuel. Sandy L1 escorted
Jolly Graen 36 acreoss a ridgs line in the vicinity of the sighted parachute,
pickup attempt wus madz on the pilot, Jolly Green U2 remainsd high, directly
over ths survivors.

AZCar Jolly Ur2an 30 was sstablished in o hover acout <5 yurds downslope
of the pilot, sround fire open=d up from below and Yo thair right, ariving
them off, They raceived severzl hits and pull:d off to & sufer area. Tha
pilot of Tampest 3 reportad thut he was hit and losing conscicusnsss. The
Sandys made more strifing passes, trying to suppress thé ground fire. Jolly
"“ﬂen 36 was called down for a sccond try, This tine, the co—p:.lot who was
285 thun 100 jurds dirsctly below the pilct, vactur*d Jolly Grzen 36 into
closa pro.c.ulty Ground Tirs causad them to pull off after recaiving several
more hits, After still more fire suppression from the Sandys, Jolly Green 36
mude a third pass. BMors hits wers taken after estublisliing & hover closs to
ths ce-pilot, Botils damags wee upkneim but the Paramsdic raported o slight
shrapnel wound and that the hoist was jammed, It was suspected that hits had
been taken in th2 hoist. The Paramzdic ¢f Jolly Green 36 returned fire through-
out their 3 attempts, expending 6 clips of l-16 ammunitiocn. Jolly Green 36
pulled out of the area at 02552 and received permission to return to L-36. Cn
the second and third passes, the Flight lechanic observed the pilot lying prons
with his head slightly downslope. Jolly Green 02 requestsd that thesy be allowed
to accoupany Jolly Green 36 back as the extent of battls damzge could not be
ascertained and Jolly CGreen 56 and 53 wers enroute to ths arsa as backu. Aft:r
proceeding about 12 miles South, "Cospress" advised Jolly Groen 02 to return to
. ‘the scene, attempt the pickup, and report bingo fuel. Fuel state at this time,
< 03052, was 1900 pounds. Sandys 1, 2, 3, and L4 were in the arsa at this time to
relieve Sandy 41 and 42 who had also expendsd all cordinance and resached bingo
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fuel. ipon r=tnrninﬂ to the locatica, Sandy 3 tPok Jolly Green U2 down
izto tas 4re, Jolly Srsen 2 hu—d positive sighting cof tie parachute,
‘mtry vas uade up in & suwll velley on an zpproximate hsading of 0709,
Jolly Cr=zen O2 then turned to piérallel the slope te 020° und was estab-
lishied in a lLicver over the co-pilot when ground fire opened up &gwin,
Jolly Gresn 02 pullad off to & safer wres aftsr taking two hits ia the
right side of the circrafl in the vicinity of thoe cargzo door.

Th2 Sandys again sttenpted to sterilize the pridgs line where the
firing “4&s suspectad to b= fram. Jolly Creen 02 was callsd down agsin
using thz sape eniry. Again no ground fire was raceived until the aircraft

wed 2stablished i1 2 hover, clo.,_ Lo Las t.u—‘,llot oz Gr=s . U2 Took
on* haib whaell comglstely panetratsd ths smer plavings glatce. ~if JmEsrasl)
 cutac e Tlaop. Snc Poorpreit Sia  Vosmpd foe iomll bl ssSettinh i

3

1% ceedii e Bown  ioaiyved 81kt ‘cuts from shracns . il e
Oa Ysusa L_ll'c -.¢ airci-rt and they retreated to a sn.f-‘ Zew Lo W
thought later to be ths odor of cordite, The Sandys were requested to zo
in and hit them again. Jolly Green 02 _was within 20 minutes of bingo
fuel, The crew el=cted tc try cncs mers as the weathsr in the area vas
detericrating. This attenpt w/as successful vith no kmown hits, although
the Parumedic heard ground fir:, At thes time c¢f the rescus, the upper
ridges were in the clouds and visibility had dropped to 2 miles in haze
and smcksy At no time during tholr attempts wvas the pilot signted, Jolly
Green 02 had roached tinge fuel and was cdvised to recover at 1-36 whera
arrange=rents had been nade to air-svacuste the co-pilot in a C-123.

TIMI: 03452

DUNED PIICT: 1st It. Edward Garland, Ubon ATAFB, Thailand
RICCVIRY ARZA: 219/23' N, 104°/13' 3.

RADIC CCIDURZS: Exeellont

C2I7 CCURDIN:TICI: IExeellaent

Jolly Grsen 36 (Low Bird) Jolly Green 02 (High Bird)

RCC - Captain Cliver Z, ('Mara ICC - Captain Leland T. Kennady
RCCP - Captain dJohn Ti. Perry RCCP - 1st Lt. Donald R. Harris
HM - TSgt Howard 3. Lassengale HIZ - SSgt Douald J. Hall

PJ - S5zt Aasren D. Farricr PJ - A2C Robert B. Williamson
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.3d ARRGp Hist, Oct-Dec 66
(U) MISSIONS. 7= N 2 nenpee
) ‘dﬂbﬂt. : B g

Det 2- !-—g-& Oct

c) top=k) v-ic, p:!.‘-.at eJected WSW f ‘Hanoi . /1w3 'Jol1y Green helicppters’.
ERH-BE:) and four A-1Es’ (W), call sign “Sandy, were hnnc.hdr twenty
miles from pickup area’ Jolly Green 35 lonitcrod conversation betwgen downed
pilot and RESCAP (P-I4s). Five miles from ‘the area Jolly Gre '36 ‘(Low

. bird) made radio contact with the & yﬂrar who. ;duud an_orange smoke flare,
The low HH-3E dropped its tip , made’ ich, J.onred the boiat, )
brought uphthn pilot and depqtdtthi‘ i, "‘ho" % tit.ude (m,ooo I‘b‘j‘
extremely heavy flack ogntord, towem bat h e was. | *tdmd.
Survivar was rttumod{o m “station in ‘good’ Gon k’” i i

S = = 50 Oct m;"(larrative)

() (GP-4) T pilota ejected ﬁ'on P-AC near Na San (NVN). Two Hi-3Es and
four A-1Es were scrambled to the scene. Sandy 31 (A-1E) contacted the two
downed pilcts who reported that onme had a sprained ankle and the other a
broken 1sz. The low element (Jolly Green 36) was turned over to Sandy 41 and
L2 after Sandy 31 and 32 had exrended their ordnance and declared bingo fuel.
Sandy 41 escorted Jolly Green 36 across a ridge line in the vicinity of the
sighted parachute, - Jolly Green 2 remained high, directly over the survivors.
After Jolly Green 36 was established in a hover over the pilot, ground fire
opened up. The helicorter received several hits and pulled off to a safer .
area. The domed pilot reported that he was hit and losing consciousness.
Tre Sandys made mcre estrafing pasaes, trylng to suppress the grourd fir=.
Jolly Green 36 was called dowr for a second try. This time, the co-pilet, ,
who was less than 1CC yards directly below the rilet, vectored Jolly Creen
36 into close proximity. . Ground fire csused them to pull off after receiving
ceveral more hita. A’ter still more fire suppression from the Sandys, Jolly
Grzen 36 made a third pass. More hits were taken after establishing a hcver
close to the co-pilot. Rattle damage was unknown but the Paramedic reported
a slight shrapnel wournd ard that the holst was jarmed. Tt was suspected
that hits had been taken in the hoist. The Paramedic of Jolly Green 36
returnad fire throughcut their 3 attempts, expending 6 clivs of M-16 amxm-
nition., Jolly Creen 36 pulled out of the area at 0255Z ard received per-
missicn to returm to base. OCn the seccnd and third passes, the Flight
Mectanic otserved the rilot lying prorne with his head slightly downslope.
Jclly Creen 02 requeste.l that th3y be allowed to accompany Jolly Grean 36
back as the extent cf btattle damage could not be ascertained and Jolly Green
56 and 53 were enraite to the area as backup. After proceeding about 12
milas South, "Comrres3" advised Jolly Green 02 to ret.um to the sema, a...tanpt.
the pickup, ad rerort hingo fuel.

7 # Rescue Crew Commarder (RCC) Narrative
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ong

towards the successful acocmplishments of the Asrospace Resows and Recovery
Des t© his mtataxiing past perfommce, reconesr? he

during a very On this eccasion, the pilot was
tiles farcea. Dus %0 the intense enexy pround fire, the balicopter had beec dri
Bven though Alrman Willisssod waz wounded, be scures

Alroee Wi

Airman Willismson with &l
Alrasn W {imson 45 !
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Viil. REPORTING OFFICIAL DUTY TITLE ]sujuwn o )
Ti [ ] e
ARdi R Wi, W " Assigtant BCOIC Pararescus pAte  ©
Dot 5, JAKESQ gection 18 December 196 L
Adrman Willismson i3 m

IX. REVIEW BY INDORSING OFFICIAL:

I eoncur with the Reporting Official,

wthnsisgtis, conscientions snd professional airmen who has showm cutsteding ziresnghip and -

[$mited comruge in the performence of his duties,

He has contribtuted greatly to this umit's

rperational miszalan, .
MAME, GRADE, AND CRGANITATION ] DUTY TITIE -, | 516 RE AQ
D. FARRIDR, $3gt 'FS0IC Pararescus Section :
s JOARRSQ l 19 Desember 1966
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Alr Force.
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NOT CONMCUR,
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Oak Lonf Clusters. This young Airman was also ths recipiest of highly congratalatory som-
tions from senier of ficers for his profeszionalism during pilod recoveriss over hostils -
Arasm Willigesan bas further inproved the Alr Force image throogh bis wneelfish
of Liss and mcxay te & losal crpbanage, Be is a csredit to this orgmisstion =4
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CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF
THE SILVER STAR
0

AARON D. FARRIOR

Staff Sergeant Aaron D. Farrior distinguished himself by
zallantry in conrection with military operations against an
cyposing ermed force on § October 1966. On that date, as a
T":‘ ccgcue Specialist on a Hi-3E Rescuc He.];‘copter, Sergeant

ricr procecded decp into i :tile territory and .c successful
in r.:cove“”‘w one o two Amei_,an pilots who had ba_ 2d out of
“ieir cisabled airewm T, Digrszarding his own safevy, Sergeant
Zarrior voluntar-l; . 2w throuch heavy automatic weapons and
cmall arms fire _.. orucr to reach the injured survivor before
wae nosvile foxrcos could capture him. 3y nis gallantry and
cevotion to duiy, Sergeant Farrior has reflected great credit
upon himself and the Un:.ted States Air Force.



CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF

THE SILVER STAR
(FIRST OAK LEAF CIUSTER)

0

ROBERT B. WILLIAMSON

Airman Second Class Robert B. Williamson distinguished himself
by gallantry in connection with military operations against an
opposing armed force on 5 October 1966. On that date, as a Para-
rescue Specialist on an HH-3E Rescue Helicopter, Airman Williamson
proceeded deep into hostile territory and was successful in recover-
ing one of two American pilots who had bailed out of their disabled
aircraft. Disregarding his own safety, Airman Williamson
flew through heavy automatic weapons and small arms fire in order to
reach the injured survivor before the hostile forces could capture
him. By his gallantry and devotion to duty, Airman Williamson has
reflected great credit upon himself and the United States Air Force.
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By John L. Frisbee, Contributing Editor

A Tale of Two Crosses

Leland Kennedy salvaged two
combat rescue attempts that
seemed doomed to failure.

0 oNE who was in southeast Asia

during the long course of the
war will be surprised that, in relation
to their number, Air Rescue and
Recovery Service (ARRS) crewmen
earned more combat decorations
than any other group. One of their
number, then-Capt. Leland Kennedy,
was the first airman to be awarded
the Air Force Cross twice. His two
awards of the nation's second highest
decoration for valor were for extraor-
dinary heroism in combat missions
only fifteen days apart.

Captain Kennedy had been at
Udorn RTAFB, Thailand, with Detach-
ment 5 of the 38th ARRS Squadron
only a short time when, on October 5,
1966, he lifted his HH-3E Jolly Green
Giant helicopter off the ground to
search for an F-4C crew downed
along the Black River west of Hanoi. It
was a deep penetration—some 300
miles into enemy territory. He was fly-
ing backup to Capt. Oliver O'Mara,
pilot of the low rescue bird.

The F-4 crew was located in a box
canyon. Two A-1H “Sandys" made a
low pass over the area, drawing no
fire. Captain O'Mara dropped into the
canyon and lowered his hoist. His
helicopter was immediately hit by fire
from a ridge 200 yards above the F-4
pilot. Captain O'Mara had to pull out,
but he made two more attempts in the
badly damaged HH-3E before his
hoist was knocked out and he had to
head for Udorn. (Captain O'Mara was
awarded the Air Force Cross for his
part in the mission.)

The usual practice was for the sec-
ondary helicopter to escort the lead
ship home if it was heavily damaged,
but Captain Kennedy was asked to re-
turn and attempt a pickup. It was his
eighth mission and his first actual res-
cue attempt. On the first pass, his
Jolly Green was hit and one of the
crew wounded. In spite of the odds
against them, Kennedy's three crew-
men joined him in wanting to try

AIR FORCE Magazine / February 1992

again. Four times the HH-3E was driv-
en off by enemy fire, taking more hits
on each pass. On the fifth try, with
Captain Kennedy holding the aircraft
in a hover just off the canyon floor, the
crew dropped their hoist to the pilot
and reeled him in. Kennedy climbed
out of the canyon and flew his tattered
chopper back to Udorn. His determi-
nation, skill, and sustained heroism
were to make him a member of an elite
group—only twenty-five at that time
—to earn the Air Force Cross.

The mission for which Captain Ken-
nedy was awarded an oak leaf cluster
to the Air Force Cross came fifteen
days later, on October 20. Again he
was flying the secondary helicopterin
an attempt to rescue an F-4 crew, both
of whom had parachuted into trees.
The lead helicopter, flown by Maj.
A. D. Youngblood, dropped its hoist

to the pilot, who had strapped himself
to a tree. While the downed pilot
was hanging half in the hoist, Major
Youngblood’s Jolly Green was hit so
hard he had to make an emergency
landing.

Captain Kennedy, descending and
dumping fuel to compensate for the
added weight of Major Youngblood's
crew and the F-4 pilot, directed
Youngblood to a field nearly a mile
away. Kennedy had to continue
dumping fuel while on the ground—
engines running and rotor turning—
knowing that vaporizing fuel might
blow up the aircraft at any moment.
Luck was with them. Major Young-
blood's crew and the rescued pilot
climbed aboard, one of them
wounded by small arms fire, and Ken-
nedy lifted off with nine men in the
helicopter.

At that point, an O-1E pilot spotted
the second F-4 crewman, stillin a tree.
As Kennedy hovered to pick him up,
enemy soldiers came from the tree
line, firing at the HH-3. The F-4 crew-
man was wounded as he came up the
hoist, and Kennedy started for
Nakhon Phanom. Then one of the
Sandys that had participated in the
rescue reported that it was losing
power. Kennedy escorted the dam-
aged Sandy all the way to a safe land-
ing. It was a great day for an elated
Jolly Green crew who saved six fellow
Americans from death or the horrors
of Hanoi’s prisons.

Leland Kennedy, now a retired
colonel, flew ninety-nine missions in
southeast Asia for a total of 354 com-
bat hours. Colonel Kennedy spent
much of his subsequent career in
Alaska before retiring from an assign-
ment as director of Operations Plans
at Tactical Air Command headquar-
ters. Like so many other ARRS crew-
men, the satisfaction of saving others
whose lives were in peril made his
combat tour in southeast Asia the
high point of an Air Force career.
Leland Kennedy was a major player in
southeast Asia rescue operations,
called by former Secretary of the Air
Force Harold Brown “one of the most
outstanding human dramas in the
history of the Air Force." &
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Hanol. Suddenly he and his rear
seat pllot heard & loud thump,

.| felt their Phantom buck and saw

a bank of fire warning lights

“Iblink on in both cockpits. The

two-man crew efected.

Garland felt a sharppainin
his back as be was blown out of
his seat, When he hit the ground
he saw that one of his bools were
covered with blood.

“There was quite a bid of

§ Lantana Paramedic In

Pilot-Rescue

filled wp a couple of handker.

chute to rig compresses for his
wound. FHis back injury made
every move painful,

The crippled jet [fighter
crashed against a pearby moun-
tain. Unexpended ammunition
and rockets exploded from the
heat of the fire, Between deton-
ations Garland could hear the
shouts of enemy soldiers sear-
ching for him. The young pilot
drew his pistol and walted.

Minutes later, two Alr Force
F-105 Thunderchiefs jolned the
search for the downed flyers.
The jets in turn, were jolned by
two, slower, prop-driven A-1E
Skyraiders. Garland's chances
for survival immediately im-
proved,

Captain Robert A. Marronm,
35, of Liocoln, Nebraska,
one of the Skyraider pllots, re-
ports, “The downedpllol was on
the side of 2 mountain, We had
to go in firing up hill and then
break off as we pepetrated the
low hanging overcast. We could
see where the North Vietnamese
were approaching and we fired
out everything we had,"’

At this point the first of two
Afr Force HH-3 Jolly Green

Eloul," he later reported. ‘It|Glant rescue helicopters whir-
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/the rear seat pilot of the dow-!
'ned Phantom proved futfle. He
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Major Bruce Purdy,
Hamilton, N.Y., then
eral strafing runs on the ridge

making dry runs to keep the
enemy's heads down.

“‘We hade about 80 passes,
both firing and dry runs, trying
to keep the downed pilot iso-
lated. The enemy soldiers
never ventured into the open so
I guess it worked,'’ the Captain

First Lieutenant Dopald R.

Harris, 25, of Boise, Idaho,
was flying the helicopter which
was orbiting high, out of the
reach of fire, -'We
were the high bird and +Jolly
Green' was low. They made
three pick up attempts and took
several hits on each pass be-
fore they were forced to break
off."’
Harris chopper then made two
attempts at reaching Garland
but were driven off each time by
ground fire, One burst sprayed
shrapnel over paramedic A, 2C
Robert B. Willlamson of Lan.
tana, but he recelved only su-
perficial scraiches,

The Skyraiderswere called in
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“Thelr ef-
was beautiful. The Sky-
raiders kept those enemy troops
down and the Jollies’ kept pres-
sing in despite the intense
ground fire,”* - -

It was Garland's 66th mis.

Repeated attempts to locats

i%

actfon.’

is reported missing _l.n
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“One thing I remember very
well — one lousy little banana
tree. 1 saw it every time 1
went in."”

Major Leland T. Kennedy,
33, ramrod straight, articulate,
composed, allowed a thin
smile to curl up and away
from his lips. The irony of
the banana tree was obvious.
Behind it was the Air Force
Cross.

Before him now were
images, and he averted his
eyes as he described them:

Maj. Leland T. Kennedy

An F-4C pilot on the ground
along the Black River which
runs through North Vietnam,
the dull thump of small arms
fire pounding into his HH-3KE
rescue helicopter, the Sandies
(A-1E Skyraiders) roaring
along the canyon ridge above
him strafing enemy positions,
the pungent smell of cordite
all around him, the strange
feeling that he was hovering
in a 45-degree angle — and a
plece of chewing gum.

“Funny, isn't it," he smiled,
“right in the middle of the
whole thing 1 wanted a piece
of gum. My mouth felt like
cotton. I asked my copilot if

Sect 66

The oak leaf cluster was
awarded for his valor on an-
other mission, 15 days after
the Oct. 5, 1966 effort in which
he and O'Mara, a silver-haired
45-yearold veteran of World
War 11 and Korea, were cited
for “extraordinary heroism,
superb airmanship and ag-
gressiveness in the face of the
opposing foree.”

The formality of the cila
tion, colorless and concise,
couldn't hide the torrent ol
emotion, determination and
courage of the two pilots and
their crews of the HH-3E
Jolly Green Giant rescue heli-
copters.

“Ollie was flyving low bird
on the mission,” Kennedy
said, “and | was above and
some distance behind him as
we approached the area in

which the two-man crew
of the F4C Phantom was
downed.

“The two Sandies went

down and made a low pass
over the area. Nothing hap-
pened no gunfire or any
thing and Ollie dropped
into the box-like canyon and
lowered his hoist to pick up
the pilot.

“Then all hell broke loose.
I'll never forget Ollie's reac.
tion as T listened on the ra-
dio. He was being flired on
from the ridge line about 200
vards above the pilot on the
ground. Ollie's chopper was
taking hits and he had to pull
out of the area.”

O'Mara, of Kenosha, Wis,,
a hard-jawed realist who has
been where the action was
ever since he flew fighter es-
cort for bombers over Japan
in World War Il and later
piloted rescue helicopters in
Korea, called in the propeller-

driven Sandies for another
run at the ridge
Again he dropped along

the canyon walls, maneuvered
into a hover and had o
back off as tracers tore into
the Jolly Green.

Green base at Udorn, Thai-
land.

“It is usual procedure for
the secondaiy chopper to fly
back with the lead ship if it
is heavily damaged,” Kennedy
said. “Then, in case the air-
craft goes down, the second
chopper can pick up the crew.
But as I started out with
Ollie 1 was called on the res.
cue network to return and
try for the pickup."

Kennedy, a 6foot, 150
pounder with penetrating,
dark eyes, didn't try to hide
his feelings. “It was my first
actual combat rescue at-
tempt,” he said, “and I was
excited. When you are flying
high above the action, listen-
ing to the radio reports, you
don't feel part of the thing.
When 1 started down into the
canyon, 1 felt we no longer
had a rescue mission — we
were in a real fight.,”

The major came in from
the south, flew over the
downed pilot, dropped his
holst and quickly became the
bullseye in a target. “1 didn't
know where all the noise was

would come out of the thing
alive. But once you see the
man on the ground, you want
to get him. After the second
pass, I felt a sense of detach-
ment, as if 1 were watching
the whole thing on a movie
sereen, You don’t stop and
think about it any more. You
just do the things you're
trained to do.

“And right in front of me
on each of the five passes,
there was that banana tree.
Funny how something like
that comes to mind.”

As Kennedy made his third
try, he was aware of a strong
scent of cordite and thought
the chopper was on fire, But
he didn't know that his Jolly
Green was badly damaged and
streaming fuel. He was hav-
ing trouble leveling his heli-
copter.

“The canyon wall stood at
about a 45-degree angle," he
explained, and everytime |1
looked up 1 felt I was in a
bank."

On the fifth pass, Kennedy's
crew dropped the hoist “in the
lap” of the pilot, and he was
reeled aboard the helicopter
as Kennedy climbed out of the
canyon at 80 knots.

Kennedy didn't have much
time to get over a normal
case of aflter-mission jitters.
Fifteen days later he was [ly-
ing apain in the secondary
chopper when the Jolly Green
twosome was called out to
pick up another Phantom
crew downed in a heavily
defended area.

“After the second rough
mission in a couple of weeks,
nobhody in the squadron
wanted to fly low bird with
me,” Kennedy laughed.

Both the Phantom crewmen
had parachuted and landed in
trees. Major A.D. Youngblood,
pilot of the primary chopper,
hovered over the pilot and
dropped his hoist, but the pi-
lot huad strapped himself in
the tree to keep from falling

iind a Banana Tree - The Air Force Cross.

insects coming through the
grass, Two of the men were
wounded in the legs.”

With everybody loaded
aboard, Kennedy took off
while enemy gunfire crackled
around the Jolly Green.

“We called the Sandies
about the second man who
had parachuted,” he said, and
an O-1E pilot had spotted him
in a tree and dipped a wing
to point him out. As we

hovered to pick him up, three
men came out in a clearing

2
o £ 2
Capt. Oliver E. O'Mara

and leveled guns at us and
fired away. The Phantom co-
pilot was shot in the foot as
he came up the hoist.”

With 10 men aboard, Ken-
nedy pulled up and headed
for home. As they started
back, one of the Sandies re-
ported power failure and Ken-
nedy trailed the aircraft all
the way back.

“I can’t help but feel a
little unworthy about the
Cross,"” said O'Mara. “Con-
sidering that rescue is our
profession, any one of our
group could and would have
done the same thing in the
same situation.”




Injured Pilot Beatﬁ the Odds
Against Res‘fue in the North 4

. SA ON——When 1st Lt., Edward Garland parachuted into North Vietndmese ter-
ritory on_Oc r 5 the odds seemed stacked against his chances of stayin alive and
out of epemy Y. Moments before, the F-4C pilot had been flying an eseort mission
over the mountains west of Hanoi. Suddenly he

and his rear-seat pilot heard a loud thump, feit

ing lights plink on in both cockpits. The two-man
crew ejectpd.

Garlang felt a sharp pain in his back as he was
blown out{ of his seat. When he hit the ground
t one of his boots was covered with

uTher
reported.
It looked -

was quite a bit of blood,” he later
1t filled up a couple of handkerchiefs.
ke something had punctured the boot.”
survival knife, Garland cul strips from
te to rig compresses for his wound,
ippled jet fighter crashed against a
untain, Unexpended ammunition and
loded from the heat of the fire. Be
nations Garland could hear the shouts
soldiers searching for him. The young
his pistol and waited.

later, two F-105s joined the search for
the downed flyers. The jets in turn, were joined
by two AjlEs. Garland's chances for survival im-

proved. |

apt rt A. Marron, one of the Skyraider
pilots, reports, “The downed pilot was on the
side of a mountain. We had to go in firing uphill

and thén| break off as we penetrated the low-

The
nearby
rockets e
tween de

Minut

hanging. cast. We could see where the North
Vietn: ' were approaching and we fired out
everyt “we had.”

At this point the first two HH-3 cue heli-
copters whirled overhead, A -Skyr. ‘ﬁé -escorted
the first:chopper to the pilot's’ position but. as
soon as tarted. #lown, the hif helicopter was

raked by groundfire and forced to abort the pgick-
up attempt.

Marron and his wingman, Maj. Bruce Purdy,
then made several strafing runs on the ridge
line where the enemy fire came from. When
their ammunition was exhausted they continued
making dry runs to keep the enemy down.

“We made about 80 passes, both". iring aad
dry runs, trying to keep the downed pilet isolated.
The enemy soldiers never ventured the open,

so I guess it worked,” the captain sa

First Lt, Donald R. Harris was flying the heli-
copter which was orbiting high, out of the reach
of ground fire. “We were the high bird and “Jol-
ly Green"” was low. They made three pick-up at-
tempts and took several hits en each ,pass before
they were forced to break off”

Harris' chopper then made two attempts at
reaching Garland but was driven off each time
by ground fire. One burst sprayed shrapnel over
paramedic_A2C Robert D. Williamson but he re-
ceived only superlicial scraiches.

The Skyraiders were called in for more

strafing passes, and Harris made a third attempt.
As the big craft came to a hover, $Sgt Donald
Hall' lowered the jungle penetrator Garland.

The! wounded pilot mounted the devﬁr. and -was
quickly winched into the chopper’s cabil

Harris said, “We left the pick-up with mini-
mum fuel and found we had taken a- !ut through
our forward fuel cell.”.

Three hours later, Garland, bei treated at
the dispensary at his home base, commented on
the yescue force, “Their effort was beautiful.



