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.\t u.pµ1~u:~"'l.Q.tely 00552, .;(.lly .Jr-.:·.L ;o J.::J .J;_ , 3:·'.! scr::;;~o::.! .... .:rom : - 30 ( 
l'cr !' ·-c• · ·1·.::ocrt o.,., ~ , __ P ~st -: .,.eprrt 'c.i drrm "" t i 0 ' :-, ' ·• ' "' 0;-~ ' .. / 

~ n , ~,~ ..... -~~. .. ~ -·---- - -: ' - .. "'_ ,.., .. "'· G.· ,... .c: ~ "-~ ... !_ .. ...,...,. ~ .--: -'• I 
Joll,y ._,r~~n .;l , (Lo.1 ~irO.) J.nd .,ally Gr~en J2 , (Hibh J _ra) , ... ere .... irocrne 1 
:.t 01J02 . · e:.th::r .:~s :Jsti.-u;.teci 800 Ft broken, .30J ii't overcJ.st , vis:.bility 
5 miles. ;,1titi..ae enroute :·1a.s ;o.pproxi1m.t~ly 10, JOO N. : 3!,. Sar.dy 31 u.nd 32 
proce~ded into th~ :~rea . Jolly Green J6 ".nd 02 "'er~ ;.,cco: .pe.nied by Sa:.ndy 41 
and 42 . Tb:.: rcu.t"' flm-rn ·.ras L-36 to Ch;.n.1~1 97 Ti-.C.:in ; :rorth to 21°/0J' N, 
1'J3°/45 1 '.: ; ~:Jt to 21°/05 1 n, 1049/15 ' 3 , then dir~ct into th~ &r~J. , the 

di t ' ·. . h ! d b . d t , lo;~1 r " • ·' G/lJ 1 ' - t t.., coor na. ..JS ul ~ • .-.ic :a een revise o .. ....., ., , -·,,..+ _!, . :e:. .•• er 
~r:ro1_.:. . .: · ::- . JOOO ~ scrtt :ir ed. .:;.l.nd;r Jl ccnt..ct;!d 'l' ··· . '~::::t ~ .:.'or :iny ::ddition3.l 
i. - ,;, , ;l 1. ..t, .t u:i...1·J..:, .. t: .~ir pfl~;--r:,ic;"""l Cu.1<l::. ~01 •• - \,,.. V - I 
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The low t.:b!il~nt ·nas t11~n ti..rn.ed over to .... andy 41 :md 42 ~fter Sandy 31 
and 32 had .:liCp~ndcd th3ir crdi.n:;.nce ~nd decl'r~d bi.1oo f..e l. ~~:rly 41 cscort~d 
Jolly Gr ~.3n 36 •cross a r:.ct.;~ line in th~ vicinity o1 t h.J si.;h-c.~d p._r-.chutc . 
pickup ..... tt .:;:pt -::.ls zi.d::! en th..! pilot. Jolly Gre~n X r t.!Iiia.inetl high, c!irectly 
ov ,r tl.;;! st.XV:. vors . 

... .: .,; .:-:- ,ju::./ ....... ! ; .. ;. ~ ;J.:, '::.'- ..... 1..:.. ...... ~ - .:. ....... ··"-' \ .. : ..................... :. ~5 j~~~s!~t-'e 
c.;. ...... vil...! !•.:_=._ut, rv.......:-.d ..L""ir~ V!Jdll..!~ ~f.J :... ...... (..;L .. [;._;lo,. ..... J .. u. ~v :., .. _ :i.:· ... ~ti, -l"':_-.... ~~ 
.,;: ·.:. u: . .':'. Tl.: ~ .' r~c~ :.v-3d sev<!r;:.l hits and pulhd off t.o o. s-4fc:r :ire:: . T:-. :i 
~il~t '"'.:.· ~, '~.:;s:, J · ~~0.ct~d t ...... ~ ~1e ·· ··-~ :~t .. .&~ lt.. ..... :. .. ~ ~\...;"~c:..c'-4s:-- ~s s . The 
S~ndys LJ.1de r..or:J str-fing p01.sses, tryi...'10 to Suppr~S.'.i th::! groW'ld fire . Jolly 
Green 36 Has called down for a second try. This ti.u;, , th~ co-pilot, ~·1ho i~as 
l.!ss t'.1·.n lJO :~rds directl7 belo':i th! pilct , v1,ctor·~d Jolly Gr-, en 36 L1to 
clo~w proximity. Grot.u;.d -:::..-:--:- ciL.~]d t:.~: .. tc- :-ull 01;.' ...... .'':-.:r ;:-Jc.!::1i:;..; s~ver~l 
r:;u.· ~ :.it::.;. .\i't .ff ::;till r..or~ .f:.re suppr~s::ivn .:.·r0r.i tf~ .! ~ ... nG:1rs , Jolly }r~en 36 
:;...c:i ;.. t.ur.d :-i~~:;::;. Nor~ hits iL:re ta.%...Jn .;:.. ft<!r c:st .... bli:.>Ling ... ht,v~r clvse to 
t:1} ·~c.-.l".i.J.0t . :':.ttl J .:::.:: .;.g-J i~s \.Jlkn:, ,n but th· · .... rJ7,: ~d:.c r ))Crl !d .. sli.;ht 
s::r .... pi.el ·.Tc.u;;J ~nd th•t tha J-.oist -.1::..s j ... J.1:·1F..u . It •:r~s suspected thol."t hits fi•C: 
been taken in th~ hoist . TJ-.e _Fara.-.i~dic cf Jolly Green 36 retu.rned fire through­
c.ut t:1·.!.i.r 3 • ttempts, •!xpending 6 clips 0f ::-16 .i.1 • .;,,writic.n. Jolly Green 36 
pulled out of the -.rea at 02552 and r eccive<f permission to return to L-36. (n 
t:1· :.;~cc .. d -: d third p&sses , t:hc ?li,;:.t ! (!C!.-4:.ic ub:.>.,rv~d tLc pilct l;ring-prc~e 
·1it;. Li..; :1a ... d sliubt.l;r do•·mslcpe . Jolly Green o ... requ . .::sted th~t t !1e;:,- be- a.llo\1cd 
to accowp:iny Jolly Green 36 back as th~ ~xt~nt of battl~ d.::::i~cie could not be 
.2Sc:!r'Li..l1ed and Jolly Green 56 and 53 ;mre enrot;.t~ to the a r e.:. as b;.ckup . .\ft Jr 
proc~edir.g .. bou.t 12 Llil~s South, ,. Cv •. -r- r !$ ... " .... ~·:::....; ~ .• ~'1.,ll.;· - ::' - ~ .1 ,,,';:: t ... :::ot <ll'!'l tc 
t:.e sc;: . .J , .. tt: .. pt th~ p:!.ckup , a:id r~pcrt tir.00 .i\•-.Jl. ;'....,el state :it tl::is t i.Ee, 
03052, \1as 1900 pounds . Sanays 1 , 2 , 3, ar.d 4 Here in the ar~a at this t:irae t o 
reliev" S&ndy 41 £nd 42 who had also expended all crdi~nce &nd reached bingo 
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fuel. ; ·:,~~ lvc..;.L::.1.s.: , .-.. :.1_; ; t, 0:: "'c,llJ· Jr.;:er. J':.. tlm·m 
~~-."v\J l.u ..... -1' !:.., ~vll,_,.- ~r~""n ~.;~ ~1u.C i- c~:..tiv ~ ~.0 •• 0.l.tv <....i. -: ..... ~ f •r4i..chute . 
·:.ntrJ r::i.s : .:.::a.·~ <...p :..n ..... s;_;..11 ir..11.Jy on _r • ..:.pprc::dJ,l<J.t:? ::~ding o: 070° . 
_'.:,llJ ·r~'!.! ,_,.:._ t:.~:1 :.w'!;.!J "'"' r-'.r .... 12.Jl t:1c :;:!.vJ"·~ t c ·};.OO -..nd :·..._ s est•li­
::..:.~:. 1d ::..: .• '..,;v 11· ...,v::::::- t'.·.e cc.,-pilot :!r..m 5ro ... -:d 'L··! v~~aed J.t-1 ... ~ .... .;.ii . 
C:<-:1.., ~!' ~ ~ : .: ;JLJ..2.. .!U ·~:--:;:. ... :.u .. ...;. ._' ~r -!' ~- .... i·t ;i· t-.~~i .. 1"' t·,,o f .. it3 i . th".! 
l'ic;l.t .:.i d.! of th~ ... ircr.:>..ft in tt~e vicini-.:,' of -.. •. -.i 'C.;..r.;o door . 

1:' ... ~ ~:.... .. !:,~ --:~-:! .tt~ ... tJ ~~ t "' .... ~~:'~2.:i::.~ t: .,, .L .: 1~' ~:.~1e ·::·r:.;r.": the 
:S:~i~1~ j, - ~tlsp~ct"C. to ·.:;~ frcr.1 . Jollj· :.r!·:!~ J~ · ~= c.12.!ci d:../.:n '"".=>c:..in 
us i."15-:,h.! sa.:-~:e ent r : ' . Ag'"1in :10 -~::--ct.J'!C: f ir} . ~~ r~c,i.~v·'!d ~ .. t,il ~n.iJ ..... i:--c!'--~ 
·,ro,:.; ~st.o.bl.:'..shCC. :. ·1 'L huv.--::.· , clos~ ':.o t> ... co-, Ho-r, .:::::J"-.., :=.: ,.. .. /? t0ok 
c1 .. .-C4. '~:; ... ~'" .. J}~ .. ' .~ ! .- .. ~tr::..L·!c!" :.: . .. ~: .. ~\...J. ... ..J-. iwJ ~·----
~__...,,~"'._... ___ t11• _ .. ~·"··:·, .. ::.< .. _· •. ~"C t.4T1 i ~l·_ ..: ..1 • .'c~ .. 1:-.i.':!. f _ ... ~u:.:_ . 

!C .; .• \..~ ...... ~~-'/!•.! ~l..:...;i;t cut.:: from ~ .r:......;·- v.:.. --..:..-~ 

- . • _ ..:..:i !-.: '- L~:.: _ .:·t .-.nd t .. -y ::."Jt re .... tee! t.o ... .: ... .i.. ' - • --· . L 
:.:-.040ht l;;.t~r to .J..! t.!-: ~ o<.icr of Ct.1.1. W.t.e . The ~•mdy:; .,.;ere :::-equestad to go 
in J.nd r.it theo. ac;ai::-i . Jc...J.::· -;r'!~ ... .:;2 ....... s ·.d.t.hir: 2 .) ::ti..:t4~es of b int;o 
fc.el. :.'h~ er°'· ; ~l~c~d :,..., ':.!""J ~~C~ ~.:er~ cS l. . ..! ·.·~; .. t;1~r i:: the &reo.. v:;.&.S 

dct~!·:...,:::-•• ti:-.t; . ':'r..i.:: ~t'-~.;.t. ... ~ .:;~c~-·ssfi.::l ~nth no 1010.:n hits, alL.i.,..~· 
t .. · :-.. r • ..:1•:dic :: ·~;;.rd .:;r~t.nd fir~ . \t the ti.-;ie o.f the ~sci.;.e , the upper 
r:.dgcs ·r~r~ in ti • ..: clouds . ~ncf"v.;.:..ibility had droppJd to 2 D"il;!S in haze 
>L!ld ::irac.k::i 11 .\t no til..e dt..:c.:.n.; tr:..:ir •ttc:·.p"t,s •. ras t:1!! ;;ilot si.;hted. Joll,;r 
Gr,Mn u2 h ... d r ~.::i.c'.1ed ci:.~o fu·~l o..nc..l :r<.s ::.dvis ·Jd to roe over at L-36 t1her ~ 
•rr.::.nger,;ents had been nade to ;.,ir-ev-.ci.;.~te the co- pilot in • C- 123. 

TH~: 03452 
])(,' i1'.3D PILLT : lst Lt . 3d:r.2.rd Garl;..nci , i.ibon .-tT.~FD , Thailc..nd 
? •• ::xx,v ..§{Y A:t.:l\. : 21° /23 1 r; , 104 ° /13 1 _:j . 

?_ .... Jil . . l c -::)1 n-;-; : .SXc "!ll !!!t 
c2·~. c ... L:~r;:::-· :r.c.: ~c.'.?12.:mt 

Joll;r G1 .. ,en 36 (Lew Bird) 

RCC - C~p1:,;:o.ii1 Gliver E. G '~r:;i. 
!lCCP - C"1.ptain John :;. Perry 
HH - TSgt Ho11;.;.rtl 3 . Lassenci• le 
PJ - SS.;t Aarun D. F~rricr 

C~-'2-C~-~ 
CLI~!Zi. ::::. C 1 !-~\.7 ... t.. , Capto.:.in, USAF 
::ice 

.,CC - Capt~in LeLand T. Kenn.)dy 
IlCCP - 1st Lt . Donald R. Harris 
HI: - SS.;t Do.1•l d J . Hall 
'"' T • ~,, • • t B ' 'illi" ~ fJ - ... --.,1 .i.OLe~ • .. ~ i.rri.SOn,..' 
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(C) (GP-4) 'l"O pilots ejected tro11. F-4C near ·la San (NV!i). ~ 81-3!8 .uxi 
!our A-1.!s vere scrambled to the scene . ~ .31 (A.:.l.E) ·contaeted the t"') 
downed pilots who reJX?rted that one had a sprained a.nkle and the other a 
bro k~ le g. The low el.esrent (Jolly Green 36) was turned OYer to Sand;r 4l am 
42 a!'ter Sand7 )l and J2 had e~cded t.'lei r ordnance and declared b~ fuel. 
Sandy 41 escorted Joll;r Green 36 across a ridge line in t.he Yici.nit)" o! the 
eighted µrachut•. · Jolly Green 2 remained high, direcUy over the suntvor.i. 
After Jolly Green "36 was established in a boTer over the pild, groun:i tire 
opened up. The helico ~ter received several hit.a and pUlled ·otr to a . S&ter 
area. The domed _ ;:>ilot reported th at he was bit arx! los ~ con.sc1ouanea5. 
':'r.e 3ar..iys an de mere ~tra!ing pa~3es, t.ryi'ng to surpress the groun:1 n~. . 
Jol l,.v Green 36 was called down for a s~cond t:-y. This time, the co-'pilot, , 
who -was lo3ss tha. n l CC yards directly below t!'le pilot, vectored Jolly Green 
36 into cloe e proximit7 • . Ground !ire caused them to p•.tl.l off after recei vi!€ 
!!everal ltOre hit a. A!ter stiU more ti re suppression trom the' Sar.d.y-s, . Jolly 
Gr·!e~ J6 ::l&de a t~ird f)aS3. Mo?1' hite lrere taken after establishing a hover 
close to tr.e co-~ilot. Batt le da:nge vas. unknowu btit the Pa.rsmedic reported 
a sli.gh~ shra;mel ·..-our.::l ao: t~.at tl':e hoist v11s ja.c:ned. It was su·spected 
tr..'.l t hits ma been taken in· the hoist. 'nle Puamedic of Jo~ Green .36 
r~tur nl!d fire throUihout their 3 attempts, expending 6 ell~ of 11-16 amm­
ni':.i on. Jolly Greer. J6 pulled out of the &rea at 0255Z an:1 reeeiYed per-
r.U.s sicn tAJ returr. to ba~e. On the seccnd ani third paaeee, ttte Fli&ht 
Med.a:--.ir; o'cser ..-ed the ~ilot lying pro r.e "'1th bi8 head slightly dovnalope. 
Jdly Green 02 requeste .! ~at th-:!7 be &:lowed to ac c01:1p.uv Joll,r Gre•n 36 
bac k as t~e extent cf ba:.tle da'.nage could not be ascertained and Jo~ Green 
56 ar.d 5J were enrw te to tl:e a:-ea as baclcu?. After proceeding about l2 · 
m.:Q-,s Sototh, "Compre:u'' advised Joll:r Green O~ to return to tbe s~ene, at.~pt 
the pickup, arrl report bingo fuel • 

7 * Rescue Crew Commar.cer (P.CC) Narrati•• 
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Vtr. COMMENTS Of IEPORTINC: OP'!"ICIAL ta. te n.01 •"'"·~-·Ii · """ ... , , ... ,..,,..,,,. • .,,,. ,..,,. •. , 1~. -6i• t1=•••1 • ' ii.. ,.,, ,., 1 acm A11L SPICl1'IC ACBIJ'TIKG!'Sa h.J'i.nc Ulla -~ P9rlod ilrwi Willi m na &aal..pea -
a a n.o\e ~ ~ &oa t.ai.&n .&aia. n.i. 1a • M"t'Oied .i.z... 11t1o ~ ~ pu\a k1a d:a \1 tad 
i.e ail 11.aa ~ pe.raaa.al. -..U-... .. t! • ti.om -Dminatied tor \.be il.r Perce ~--Uc JW:l.al 

81' ab •Vt • t l nc WO ft - • • ' .. t.er or t.b..1a ~ t. .. part1c 1 pe1Ad in 70 fX.llbat 1111111.aw m4 ' 
oged lOS eClllba\ llouw. ~- .Ud ana wrw tf.om cnwr boa \U. t.errl tio'7 trGa tcrward 9Peet.­
nc ai'-9 l.ocd..S 1.D: jtm&lo and snmt.a1.nou \an'aiJl. Ou s Oe~r 1966, Airw vnu .eorf di.a. 
i..,M ~ ...:l.or dlXJ'1..n& a ftJ'7 t..aardoa reecm .Urioa. On U-.ie OCGaaioa, •• p1.l.O'\ ~ 
OWJded )oy boeUle t arc... !)Qe \.0 t.be 1n'9oae f/IOl9q Vomld tin• the ~ b9d b9& ctJ"1 
--z • t1 ft pn'fiom nc crirerr a\ t.;:>t.. ~ Ul~ 11.rUD Willi.WOOl waa WQM.-i • .._ ~~- J 
~ Appr"MMd tM ~ tin e-=mct> to .rrec\ a ncce.ahl. pil«X. 1"9COWf'J.. ~ "1" 
~ att.c tb • l"eeO'ft rr Med aic "8t.aminc .ftdpr\ in Uae d! ecnoeea md tin.& t.erJ\ et 1.AJu"1 •. h l 
..11111 '--~ ~ Pvpl..e !..:-\ ed t.. bee rx-1neMd tor \be SilTftr ltar tor tt'MI• .oti ODa• l 
!iie n .. CIU.t ~ 1\ldt• ~ llftoe I. Jlcill~, rec•\17 prueaw.I 1.1iwm "1.ll i peop C.Wl a 
111.,.r har tor kw..,,. .. ~· ,...,u·, or a p""'1.oua aiaatc:m. s?'l.Doms 1 A1n.m "1.Uila.ai: 1a ~ 
or.~ ..n1ac tonrda t.a. •~ .. .tu llOO*"lpl s &t.eo\a o! \be 4aroeyeee luc9I ed lee"' eq 
;..n.c. s1.aica. 800~ '8SIQXJ<JIT91 Diie tD ~h OllW\.m41ng p.M\ perfora1DDeJ ,..,.,. M tie 
• ~ ta t.ia Jlf •• 111\ 0 ar..i" 1'1.eld. l 
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0 I 00 HOT CC*CUI . &fnp Vi)H ..... 1a eer1.aipl7 a proC ... ion&le ~ ~C"Oe apema:Un. 
~1 '1aa '9 Uae IU "92" 8\.&J' IDd Puple Sea.rte ti.e b.u b9m DclduW tar th• ilT "9dal 111~ 
au z...t ~. ftU roan& AJ..ram-.. ai.o u. 1"9C1p1-' flt td&hl7 ooncr&Sala'6rf --.· • 

.,... .... UOM t'r-. -1• otn.o.rs tor u. prot .. dme"• did-me pU• neQIJ'WU. O'fC' •onu.. -
.,_,.... 9111 s ••m U. tu1h a !ape o;at "1• A1.J' f'aroee 1aace tllnu&tl bi.a ...in.· 

..._rt:.n.rt......_.- ot U.. md '#%ia7 '9 a l..oeal .-pbanap. le S.. a o:nd1 \ \D tll1a arpnf ut.1.a -'._ 
.lb> 1'Dree. 
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eE~QNAL FROM HOMIER. . ~. r · -..~;;;;;;::~-~~:=1---. 
PLEAS CONVEY MY DEEP APPRECIATION TO SAR AIR~WS J'OR THEL . 
UctPTIONAL COURAGE DlSPLATtD TH IS MORN.ING.· TnlR SUCCESSFUL 
REC.QIIRY or DOWNED PILOT WILE SUBJECTED TO Imttr J'IRE WAS AND 
~AN»INc n:Ar AND _IN RI<•HEsr TRUqJONs or rm: usAr. Lr G~e.LA-u:D 

• 0·"1'112A J(&v...;RJy r Lf e... 

. ;:i;; '.• 7:~~ . Pfi~.~ UNOLAS. Et.IO. 
• r"!~ft>t2. . , _'y,!•:;t . · 1/j11tM~"f. 



CITATION 'ID ACOOMPANY '.!.'HE AWARD OF 

'.IHE SIL VER Si'AR 

'ID 

AARON D. FARRIOR 

Staff Sergeant Aaron D. Farrior distinguished himself by 
,::...:.J.::....>:c.:7 i.....-1 cor.:-.ection with rr.:i.l.itary operations against an 
C~)osi..13 ~r2ed force on 5 October 1966 . On that date, as a 
:!?.::i.:-c.'..'.'c::>cu.e Specialist onaJL"~.33.:~esc·.'·- Hel::..copter 1 Sergeant 
:'c..:-:..·ic:::- procec.::ied. dee:!) into : . .;tile ti::.critory and ·.::.::: Gu.ccessi'tl 
:.:. :::-c.co':.J:::-i..1e o::e o: -:.·.:o kn<:;. Jan pilots who had ba~ .. Jd o;it of 
·.:.:.,/~::' U.~u.°::Jl<::C. .::C..:..-c : ..."t . Dir:. ... - ~~ard.ing his own safety, Ser geant 
:.:.::-~:ior volu:.t.-::..-:..:.: . ~ :s throt.:h heaV-.f automatic weapons and 
::..~ .. a:..: a.r.::.s fi;;.·,~ --· o:..·---r to r e<::.ch the injured survivor before 
·.:.:ie ilo:;tilC; fo:..'c0s could capture him . 3y his gallantry and 
C:.€.'1oton to d<.:..ty, Sergeant Farrior has reflected great credit 
upon hL~self and the United States Air For ce. 



CITATION 'ID ACOOMP.ANY THE AW.ARD OF 

'!HE SIL'Vm STAR 
(FIRS!' OAK LEAF CIDSTER) 

'ID 

ROBERT B. WILLI.AMroN 

.AinmLn Second Class Robert B. W1111amson diatinguiahad. himself 
by' gallantr;r in connection with m:Uitar;r operations against an 
opposing anned force on 5 October 1966. On that date, as a Para­
rescue Specialist on an HH-JE Rescue Helicopter, Ai1mm w1111 smson 
proceeded deep into hostile terri.tor;r and was successful. in recover­
ing one of two American pilots who had bailed out of their disabled 
aircraft. Disregarding his ow safety", Ai.man W'111nsnn volmrtarily 
new through heavy automatic weapons and small a.ms fire in order to 
reach the injured. su.rv1. vor before the hostile fore ea could captnre 
him. By his gallantr;r and devotion to duty", .Aim&n W1111smson bas 
reflected great credit upon hi:mself and the United States Air Force. 



Valor 
By John L. Frisbee, Contributing Editor 

A Tale of Two Crosses 
Leland Kennedy salvaged two 
combat rescue attempts that 
seemed doomed to failure. 

N o ONE who was in southeast Asia 
during the long course of the 

war will be surprised that, In relation 
to their number, Air Rescue and 
Recovery Service (ARRS) crewmen 
earned more combat decorations 
than any other group. One of their 
number, then-Capt. Leland Kennedy, 
was the first airman to be awarded 
the Air Force Cross twice. His two 
awards of the nation's second highest 
decoration for valor were for extraor­
dinary heroism in combat missions 
only fifteen days apart. 

Captain Kennedy had been at 
Udorn RTAFB, Thailand, with Detach­
ment 5 of the 38th ARRS Squadron 
only a short time when, on October 5, 
1966, he lifted his HH-3E Jolly Green 
Giant helicopter off the ground to 
search for an F-4C crew downed 
along the Black River west of Hanoi. It 
was a deep penetration-some 300 
miles into enemy territory. He was fly­
ing backup to Capt. Oliver O'Mara, 
pilot of the low rescue bird. 

The F-4 crew was located in a box 
canyon. Two A-1H "Sandys" made a 
low pass over the area, drawing no 
fire. Captain O'Mara dropped into the 
canyon and lowered his hoist. His 
helicopter was immediately hit by fire 
from a ridge 200 yards above the F-4 
pilot. Captain O'Mara had to pull out, 
but he made two more attempts in the 
badly damaged HH-3E before his 
hoist was knocked out and he had to 
head for Udorn. (Captain O'Mara was 
awarded the Air Force Cross for his 
part in the mission.) 

The usual practice was for the sec­
ondary hel icopter to escort the lead 
ship home if it was heavily damaged, 
but Captain Kennedy was asked to re­
turn and attempt a pickup. It was his 
eighth mission and his first actual res­
cue attempt. On the first pass, his 
Jolly Green was hit and one of the 
crew wounded . In spite of the odds 
against them. Kennedy's three crew­
men joined him in wanting to try 
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again. Four times the HH-3E was driv­
en off by enemy fire, taking more hits 
on each pass. On the fifth try, with 
Captain Kennedy holding the aircraft 
in a hover just off the canyon floor, the 
crew dropped their hoist to the pilot 
and reeled him in. Kennedy cl imbed 
out of the canyon and flew his tattered 
chopper back to Udorn. His determi­
nation, skill, and sustained heroism 
were to make him a member of an el ite 
group-only twenty-five at that time 
-to earn the Air Force Cross. 

The mission for which Captain Ken­
nedy was awarded an oak leaf cluster 
to the Air Force Cross came fifteen 
days later, on October 20. Again he 
was flying the secondary helicopter in 
an attempt to rescue an F-4 crew, both 
of whom had parachuted into trees. 
The lead helicopter, flown by Maj . 
A. D. Youngblood, dropped its hoist 

to the pilot, who had strapped himself 
to a t ree. While the downed pilot 
was hanging half in the hoist, Major 
Youngblood's Jolly Green was hit so 
hard he had to make an emergency 
landing. 

Captain Kennedy, descending and 
dumping fuel to compensate for the 
added weight of Major Youngblood's 
crew and the F-4 pilot , directed 
Youngblood to a field nearly a mile 
away. Kennedy had to continue 
dumping fuel while on the ground­
engines running and rotor turning­
knowing that vaporizing fuel might 
blow up the aircraft at any moment. 
Luck was with them. Major Young­
blood 's crew and the rescued pilot 
climbed aboard, one of them 
wounded by small arms fire, and Ken­
nedy lifted off with nine men in the 
helicopter. 

At that point, an 0-1 E pilot spotted 
the second F-4 crewman, still in a tree. 
As Kennedy hovered to pick him up, 
enemy soldiers came from the tree 
line, firing at the HH-3. The F-4 crew­
man was wounded as he came up the 
hoist , and Kennedy started for 
Nakhon Phanom. Then one of the 
Sandys that had participated in the 
rescue reported that it .was losing 
power. Kennedy escorted the dam­
aged Sandy all the way to a safe land­
ing. It was a great day for an elated 
Jolly Green crew who saved six fellow 
Americans from death or the horrors 
of Hanoi's prisons. 

Leland Kennedy, now a retired 
colonel , flew ninety-nine missions in 
southeast Asia for a total of 354 com­
bat hours. Colonel Kennedy spent 
much of his subsequent career in 
Alaska before retiring from an assign­
ment as director of Operations Plans 
at Tactical Air Command headquar­
ters. Like so many other ARRS crew­
men, the satisfaction of saving others 
whose lives were in peril made his 
combat tour in southeast Asia the 
high po int of an Air Force career. 
Leland Kennedy was a major player in 
southeast Asia rescue operations, 
called by former Secretary of the Ai r 
Force Harold Brown "one of the most 
outstanding human dramas in the 
history of the Air Force." • 
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Lantana Paramedic In 
DrOmatic Pilot;,,Rescue 

Lab 
treat Tiie utue fll .. eomi.t fll1ed • a CGlllle fll laaDdDr- oHrbnd. A IQntder .._ 

ICl'UtSDe'• -, bellle performed br Air- .aete. a Jocad muom•tldlls corW Ille ftrlt ~per to U. 
aa.r- •• l / dW R.olmt .. wa. llild pwtllHd ... boat." pGot·· pa.ltSoa .... IOGU•. 

u. ... fll u•ee la rw..-s t7allle a ..ntft1 tDUt, Gar· atan.t .,..._ Ille 1111._Uc:ciPer 
...S la a rGlltiDe HPGri rean.ct l&Dd Cllt ~ from hU pua- wu rabd bf P'OllDdftn &aid 
TOU'· tll1a w• froaa Ille lalormatscm cl!IM to r1C coq>r .. •• fat Ida forced to abort tbl pick"' et.. 
1 at otftcer at Tiii Sea Miit Air wOllDd. R1a llae.k lDjVJ made tenqit. 

s ... ID SGltb Viet Nam. WO- "Hf IDOff pUdlJ.. . .Marrca and Ida wlDpaaa, 
mder uam-. a ..,....ue, la · a n. ~ Jlt flll*I' M•Jor Brae. Plrdf, ss, fll 

Tnn- ember ol a bellcqiiter rffe9e uaaMd apJnat a111tarbJmoaD- RarnQtcm, lf.Y., t-.l!nadun. 
and dU- am, ualped to neoftrlllls ta.la. ~ amanm.lUOD eral atn.ftnc rana oa the ridp 
~ tbe owned pData ID eoemr t.rrl- aat rocket. esploded from the UDe wben the enemy ftncame 
~ fll L&rrY J. The A.Jr FOJU report lwat ot tbl lire. BetwMDdetan- from. When U..IJ' ammunttiOD 
~ V\ce- ollow1. atiana Guland coald hear the ., ... ezbausted they coctlDDed 
.pnaeat.d When AJr Force 1st Ll Ed- shout. ot enemy aokSlera tear- ma.tine dry ruu to keep tbe 
I ~ . _..._.. U'd Garlud, 14, ot New Or· chlnc few hlm. Tiii JOUDC pUot enemy a heads dawn. l .. ar~ eau, La., parachal9d lll&o drew hla plltol &aid waited. ... ~'W• bade aboat 80 passH, 
.. Re an- North vtetnameNterrltOl'JIUt Mlaulea Jatar, two Air Force ....... ftr1llc and dry nau, trJ1DC 
. Gawel"DOI' edMaday (oct. 5) U. odda F-105 Tbandercblet. fo&Ded the to kHP the downed pilot bo­
ll.a «nelal SHmed lbcked aplut Ida search for the dawned flyers. latied.. Tiie en1my soJdlera 
l Wedoes- ADCH ol .UJIDc alift and aat Tbe Jeb ID tan. were Jo&Ded bJ oner ventured lalo the •• so 
le nld, • enemy haDda two, slawr, prap-drtven A-IE I 1\1111 II worked," the Captain 
tit beld at • Stynjdera. Garland'• cbaDces said. 
IJ"eDlllC at Momeob before, the F-4C tor llW'Vlval tmmedtately lm· rtrst U~eoaat Ccmald . R. 
:. pilot bad beeD flJIDC an escort prCJ¥ed. Harrta, n, at BolM, Idabo, 
ot the sai-1 mla•lan over U.. mounttlDa ol C8'1tUD Robert A. Marroa, ••u ft)'IDc tJw hellcq>t.r whlcb 
• tmoca- Hanot. Stlddealy be and h1a rear 35 ot UDcolA, Nebraska, .,... orbltt.nc hlch, out al the 
d by ew seat pUot beard a loud Ulump, ~ of tJw stynjder pQata, re- reacb ot cround nr1. ·•we 
compani- felt tbetr Phantom back and aaw porta, "The downedpUot,,... OD were the hllh blr'd and •Jolly 
t,amplDC. a bank ol tlre warn&nc llchts the aide ot a mountalD. We bad Green· wu low. ~Y made 
kt attn bllnk on In both cockptu. ne to co ID fl.rlDC ~hill and then three ptct ~attempts and tQOk 
VIY n: two-man CNW ejected. break ott u "'' peoetrat.d U.. several hit• an ea.ch paH be­
'ld Cm- Carland felt a sb&rp pain ID law' hanc1Dc overcut. We could tore they were tor~ to break 
91i1 oeo- hla back u be •·as blown out ot see wheretbeNorthVletnam•• oir:• . 
1 andS hlsseal Whenbehlttbecrom.d were approeehlDc andwetl.red Harrtachapperthenmadetwo 
Albllclej he saw thatooeothlabootn;ere out ever)'thlDc we had." attempt.a at rea.chtfte Garland 
.,, talk CO\"ered with blood.. At th1a poLDt tht llrat of two but wire drtven o«eacbtlm•bJ 
f Laite ·•~re waa qu!til a bid ol Air Force HH-S Jo1l7 Cireen crOUDd ftr1. CU ba.rahprayed 
~data blood;• he later reported. "Jtl Giant reacue beUcapterawbJr• shnpoel O'\'U paramedic A. JC 

JC.It.. .. Robert B. WWJamsm of Lao-
~ tana, bat be received mlJ IU· 
ll"IUc perftctal scratcbe1. 

'llbert ™ o~ F4 l Tbe styralderawerecalledlD 
club arn a se for more stJ'aft.nc paSMI and 
)qr- . .. . . Hams made a third atteqit. 

- . - _ _ . A• U. tq craft came to 1 

~· -.Q' . .... f ~er, S. SIL DaDald Hall. ZI, 

tJc It' ~ '-1' t+-Allfl; 5 AN6 

9$(...HAt-f..- w i f\.i' ic=li-Ltb. 

D),j f"ACt::/J ~4 's Arc M1SS1#;J, 

·· ·-· ""• ~o ot str.s, aisa.. tonnd JM 
-0 , J1mll• penetrator to Carland. . I TM 1l'OUnded pOot mounted tbl 
~- · devl.ce and wu qakklf w1Dcbed 

• btioa ol Into tbe cboA>er' • cablD. : ' 
wa AJ"mJ. Rani.I aid. ••w~ left .the 
~ mtas- j pick ~ potat wtua mlnlmu~ 
7wom-IMl aDd found we bad tabD a 
'9J>bme b1t throucta oar forward f\ael 
'1• de-1 cell. · 
.ArmJ Tbrff bo&ara latier Garland ~ 
!Dmla- l»Lnc treat.s at the dllpensUJ 
lp&nd at hla bom• bue commnted cm 
9Df:it7t tbe ".cue force. I I Thelr 91.; 
f'- fol't , ... ~autiftd. The .,. 
~- ralden keptthoM-.mytroape 
•W- ·don and the •JoWea' bpt pres-
btar : able ID detPlte tbt tntitnae 
~ ' croand Are.·· · ; · 

I ft WU Garland' • tMJI rnla~ 
u-. . . ' 

I Repeated atte...,U to locm 
1the feU' seat pilot ot the dow.( 
I Ded Phantom proved MDI. Be 
~ II l'@pon.d mlaslDc In :u:tf ~· 
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BJJ;ind a 
"One thing I remt'mber very 

well - one lousy little banana 
tree. I saw i t every time 1 
went in." 

Major Leland T Kennedy, 
3.'3. ramrod stralghl. articulate, 
composed, allowed a t h I n 
smile to curl up and away 
from his lips. The irony of 
the banana tree was Ob\'ious. 
B<>hind it was the A ir For cl' 
Cross. 

Bt>rore him now w e r I' 
h11~e'I, and he a \'erted hl'I 
eyes as he de~ribed them : 

Maj. l eland T. Kennedy 

An F -4C pilot on the ground 
along Ute Black River which 
n1n<1 through North Vietnam, 
thP dull thump or 'mall arm-. 
fire pounding into hls HH·:m 
r P<.eue helicopte r, the Sandi .... 
(A·IE Skyr-.ilde rs) roaring 
a long the canyon ridge above 
h im i;trafing enemy po'lltions, 
the pungent sm ell o f cordite 
aJI around him, the -;trnngc 
( P(>llng that he w a-. hovering 
In a 45-degree ang le - and a 
piece of chewing gum. 

•·Funny, isn't It,'' he smiled, 
"right in the middle ol the 
whole thing 1 wanted a piecC' 
of gum. My mout h ff"ll lik<' 
c·111ton r asl«•d my <'opilot if 

..!>- 0 (' \ ~ (,. 

Banana Tree 
• r ' .u The Air Force Cros!i'~ 

The oak leaf d11<1ter wu..<1 
awarded for hl'I valor on an· 
other mission, l!l da~ s arter 
t he Oct. 5, 1966 effort In whkh 
he and O'Mara, !l Nllver·haired 
45-y eur-old veteran of World 
\\lar II and Korf'a, were c ite d 
for " extraordinar y hProism, 
sup+>rh alrmnnshlp nnd ag· 
gre;,!o.i vrnes' In the race of the 
opposing for<'e." 

The formalily of the rita· 
tion. colorlcc::s and concisr, 
<'Ouldn't hide I Ill' torr<'nt ol 
c•mot ion, dt•tpnmnation and 
c·ourage of th<' two pilots and 
thPir ('t "{'\VS ol t hr HH·3E 
Jolly Cre<'n Giant 11'scue heli­
coptPrs. 

"Ollie was flying low bird 
on the mission," Kennedy 
said, "and l was above and 
some distanc(' behind him as 
we approached the area in 
which the two man err w 
or t he F-4C Phantom was 
downed. 

"The two Sandie's went 
down and mad<' a low pass 
over the ar<'a. Nothing hap· 
pcnNi - no gunlir<' or an) 
t hing and Ollw drnpp<•d 
into the box-lik<' l'anyon and 
Jow<'red his hoist lo pick up 
th<' p ilot. 

"Thf'n all lwll hrokl' IOOSP. 

I'll nevPr fori;:-<'t Ollie's rNH'· 

I ion as I llsfl•nNI un 1 h<' ra· 
dio. 11<' was hring I irPd on 
from tlw ri1IJ!t' linC' ahuul :mo 
)3rd.;; above llu• pilot on the 
ground. OlliP's 1•hoppcr \\as 
taking hits and h1• had to pull 
out of the an•a." 

O'Mara. nr K1•nosha, \\'is. 
a hard ja1H~d 11•all!o.1 who has 
hf'en wh('re 1 llP acl ion was 
rver· sine'(' he fll'W flghl(' I" CS· 
c·m·t for bomh<'1·s ovl'r Japan 
in World War I I nnd later 
piloted res<'U<' lwllc·oplC'rs in 
Ko1C'a, call<'d in 1 lw propcllN'· 
dri\ en Sandirs for · anolh<'r 
run at the ndg1>. 

Again lw clrnpprd along 
th<' can'ton wal ls, rnaneu' ert>d 
inlo a 

0

hove1· and had to 
hack off a:-:: t1·ac·prs Inn• into 
lhC' Jolly Cn'l'll 

Green base at Udorn, T hai· 
l and. 

" It is usual procedure tor 
U1e scconda1 y chopper to fly 
back with the l ead ship i f it 
Is heavily dam aged," Ken nedy 
said. "Then, in case the air· 
craft goes down, the sC'cond 
chopper can pick up the cr ew. 
But as I started out w ilh 
Ollie I was called on th<' r<>s 
cue n<'lwork to r eturn and 
try for the pickup.'' 

KPnnedy, a 6-foot, 150 
Pounder w I t b penetrating, 
dark e.}e<;, didn't try to hide 
hl!'f feelings. "It wa~ my flrRt 
a.<'tuul l'Ombat r CM'UI' al· 
temr>t," he said, " and I was 
e~clted. When you are flying 
high ab<>ve the acUon, listen· 
Ing to th<' radio report,, )OU 

don' t f t"el part of the th ing . 
WhE'n I <itarted down Into the 
C'an~ on. I fe lt we no lonJt"er 
hrul a rescue mission - we 
were In a r eal fight." 

'f'he major came In rrom 
the south, flew over the 
1low11ed pilot. dropped hl 'I 
h11M and qnickly heeanw ti~ 
bull..e) ·e In a target . "J didn't 
know where au the noise w a<> 

would come out of the th.Ing 
alive. But once you see the 
man on t he ground, you want 
t.o get him. Airer the seoond 
pass, I felt a sense of detach· 
ment, as ll I were watching 
the whole thlng on a movie 
screen. You don't s top and 
think a bout It w ay more. You 
just do the things you're 
trained to do. 

"And right ln front of rne 
on each of the five pa.sites, 
there wa!il that banana tree. 
Funny how something like 
that comes to mind." 

As KcmwcJy made his third 
try, he was aware of a strong 
scent of cor dit<' and thought 
th e choppc~r was on f ire. But 
he di dn't k now that his Jolly 
Green was badly damaged and 
streaming fuel. H e was hav· 
ing trouble leveling his hell· 
copter. 

"The canyon wall stood at 
about a 45·degree angle," he 
explained , and everytime I 
look ed u p I fel t I was in a 
bank." 
On the fifth pass, Kennedy's 

crew dr opJ><>d the hoist "in the 
lap" of th<> pilot, and he was 
reeled aboard the helicopter 
as Kennrdy climbed out of the 
canyon at 80 k nots. 

Kennedy didn't have much 
time to 1:w t over a nor ma l 
case of afl<'l'·m·ission jittcl'S. 
Fifteen days later he was lly 
ing ag:un in the secondary 
chopper whC'n the Jolly Green 
twosome was <·ailed out to 
p ick up anoth<'r Phantom 
crew downC'd in a heavily 
defended arrn 

" Artt•r I h1• second rough 
mission In n <'011plf' of Wef'ko;, 
nobody In I h<' s q u ad r o 11 

wanted to fly low bird with 
me," Kl'm1r tl.\ laug hed. 

Both thl' l'hanto m crewml'n 
had p:u-achu«'cl and landed In 
tree-.. i\lnjor A.ll. \"oun~blood, 

pilot of tht> 11rl111ary rhoppcr, 
hovercll ov('r the pilot and 
dropJ>etJ his hoist, but the 1>1· 
lot hail 111 rn111H•ci him..elf In 
thr trM' to kN>11 from fallh11?" 

insects coming through the 
grass. Two of the men were 
wounded i n the l egs." 

W ith everybody I o ad e d 
aboard, K ennedy took off 
w h ile enemy gunfire cr ackled 
around the Jolly Gr een. 

"We called tlw Sandles 
about the second man who 
had panl('huted," he said, lU1d 
an O·lE pUot had spotted him 
In a tree and diJ'J><'d a wing 
to point him out. Aq we 
hovered t.o pick him up, three 
me n crune out In a c letulng 

Capt. Oliver E. O'Mara 

and leve led guns at us and 
fired away. The Ptumtom co­
pilot was shot ln the f oot as 
he cam e up the hol, L" 

With 10 men aboar d. Ken 
nedy pulled up and headed 
tor home. As tht'Y started 
hack , one of lhe Sandles re· 
portC'd power failure and Ken 
ncdy trailed the aircraft all 
the way back 

" I can' t help but fN"I a 
little unworthy about thf' 
( 'rcK.<>.'' i;nld 0 '1\laru . " Co rt· 
slderlng that r(' ... r ue Is our 
11rorPsslon, uny on<- of onr 
gr ou p could nnd would ha\ie 
dOllf' thf" S l\1111' I hlng 111 t hi' 
-.a rm• s ituation." 
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lniured Pilot Beats · the Odds 
I 

~!!~'!~~ ls~~~~f.~~an~~ac!.~~o ~~e~!~ t~:t~ 
ritory o Oct r 5 the odds seemed stacked against his chances of stayinralive and 
out of e emy an . Moments before, the F-4C pilot had been flying an esMrt mission 
over the ounlains west of Hanoi. Suddenly he ----------------~-~--
and his r-seat pilot heard a loud thump, felt raked by groundfire and forced to abort the [iick-
tbeir Pha om buck, and saw a bank of fire warn. up allempt. 
ing lights link -On in both cockpits. The two-man Marron and his wingman, Maj. B)uce Purdy, 
crew ejec d. then made several strafing runs on the ridge 

Garlan felt a sharp pain in his back as he wa:- line where the enemy fire came trem. Wbe11 
blown ou of his seat. When he hit lhe ground their ammunition was exhausted they ~ontlnued 
he saw t t one of his bools was co~·ered with making dry runs to keep the enemy down. 
blood. "We -made about 80 passes, both J!ring aod 

was quite a bit of blood," he later dry runs, trying to keep the downed pJ~l isolated. 
Jt filled up a couple of handkerchiefs. The enemy 90ldiers never ventured in~ the open, 
ke something bad punctured the boot." so 1 guess it worked," the captain said. 
survival knife, Garland cut strips Crom First Lt. Donald R. Harris was flying the hell-

his parac te to rig compresses for his wound. copter which was orbitiiigliigh, out of t he reach 
The c ippled jet fighter crashed against a or ground fire. "We were the high bi.rd and "Jol-

nearby untain. Unexpended ammunition and Jy Green" was low. They made three pick-up at-
rockets e ploded from the heat of the fire. Be- tempts and took several hits on each .Pass beCore 
tween de nations Garland could hear the shouts they were forced to break of\." · , 
of enemy soldiers searching for him. The young Harris' chopper then made two attempts. at 
pilot dre his pistol and· wailed. reaching Garland but was driven of! each time 

Minµt later, two F-105s joined the search for by ground fire. One burst sprayed shrapnel over 
the down d flyers. The jets in turn, were joined paramedic A2C Robert D. Williamson but he re-
by two Es. Garland's chances for survival im- ceived on ly superficial scrali;:hes. 
proved. The Skyraiders were called in for more 

Ca t strafing passes, and Harris made a third attempt. 
pilo s, re As the big craft came to a hover, S~t Donald 
side or a Hall' lowered the jungle penetrator _, Garland. 
and tMn Thef wounded pilot mounted the devi<;e and :;va11 
hangtnt rcast. We could see where the North quiokly winched into the chopper's ca}>in . 
. Viet.n e were approaching and we fired out · Harris said, "We left the pick-up with mini-
everY\hin we had." mum fuel and found we l\ad taken • hit through 

At th point the first two JMI-~.,r.~.cue heli· our forward fuel cell."., 
copters hirled overhead. A ..sJti'1;i'atef .e,scorted Three hours later, Garland, being··trealed at 
the firStklchopper lo the 'pilot's jiosilion but . as the dispensary at his home base, commented on 
soon 81 tark<f. town, .the bi~ jiellcopter WH the fe.scue force, "Their effort was beauti1ul. . > c- _, . .. .... _, d ,,. 


