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FROM: Det 1, 38th Aerospace Rescue & Recovery Sqtadron 
APO 96321 

REPLY TO A.TTN OF~ Det 1, 38ARRSq 1 November 1966 

SUBJECT: Narrative Report for Mission #1-38- 9-31 )ct 1966 

TO: 3d ARRGp (ROOP) 
APO 96307 

At 02022 the 35TFW TUOC telephoned us with a m3dical evacuation request . 
A. unit of ~rmy engineers were involved in a fir-= fL -;:ht 5 i:::.i es fr~:i P''?n R.-: ~ 
Air Base J.t eoordin~.tc~ 10 9-02W, 11-36N. On.; se:i..c._c;- w~~s :-e~1or1:.."'c t .. h:'l.n I 
step?ec. on c:. l ane r.i.-;> .--...;.-" -. .. , i'71 dange:r o: bl·.:<)Ci l__; to deac,.1 . They 11aC' 

requested helicop .er .::vac~ation. The Deput y Comma ider for Operation:: c~.e~~:1ed 
us to go; we topped of the fuel tanks and scramblel a.t 0212Z. Just ber'o!"'. we 
took off an unidentified army captain drove up in . \ j eep. He confinned t nat 
the pinned down unit had no radio or smoke, and he added the information that 
the wounded soldier's leg had been almost blo-wn of :. He also informed us 
that "Rascal 21 !', a FAC was orbiting the area. I .isked the captain to give 
the FAG our UHF frequency and took off. Shortly a. :ter take off, I heard 
Pedro 92 check in on tower frequency from a base Sllpport mission. I requested 
them to fly cover for us. When we arrived in the Hrea Rascal 21 called us but 
was unable to add much information . He was in int1>.rnri:ttant radio contact with 
the ground party, but the reception was so weak anc. spotty he hadn't learned 
much. I could see several stalled vehicles on a d: .rt road l ocated near the 
base of a large rocky hill. P..ascal 21 pointed out the area of the supposedly 
secure landing site, li_owever the sight of personne:. on the cL 
behind their yehjcles and firing up at the mountair ma e oubt the securit 
of the sjt~. I made two passes at an altitude of ; OQ-300 ~ and could see 
individuals waving me toward a small landing spot lehind a large crane pulled 
up along the road. I also noticed 2 men carrying i he wounded man toward the 
landing area dodging from vehicle to vehicle. On the third pass, I intended 
to land but the copilot and 'Che crew chief saw grotnd fire hitting the Vja.ter 
directly below the helicopter . I took the helicop1er around once more and 
requested Rascal 21 to ask the ground party to try to evacuate the wounded 
man by jeep . He seemed to have difficulty getting the message through to 
the ground party, but he informed me that the grour:d party was unable to 
evacuate him and intended to cover my next pass with maximum return fire. 
I had considerable difficult y on my approach becau~e of turbulence and a 
gusty cross wind of 22 knots. At 0217Z Pedro 92 flew low over the hill while 
we landed 100 ft from the road, partially protecteo by a 3 ft earth bank and 
the crane . We were probably only on the grouod 30 seconds . The hoist operator 
jumped out and helP-ed load the wounded man. An amv Lt. ran up and shouted a 
message in my ear, (which was obscured by the din of popping M- 16s and the 
helicopter) then we took off[ We returne~ the survivor to Phan Rang AB 
dispensary. CLASS FI CATION Ct\NCELLED i----------~ 

Or Changt-d 10 V f-/ C l /-t _.> ! DOWNQRADC.O AT 11 YM• IMY!lllrYALS 

B A . / -P 5:> ,1 ID9c." A.eerl'• m A.l"TQ ~a TIIM18. 
y uthoncy of .(;;f ·--- ~ DoD OtR -; :-.:- ... 

By /2-"k1 (Date)/Z~~ · ?"t;>" - _____ _. 

Pilot * Captain Larry A. Nitz, - Billings, '10ntana 

PICKUP CREW 

Copilot ~.:. Captain Michael C. Tennery, - Birmingham., Alabama 
Hoi st Operator * SSgt William R. Dunbar, , Philadelphia, Pa . 
Medical Technician * A 1 C Warren T. Hope, " Philadelphia, Pa. G ?-'/ 
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HIGH BIRD CREW 

Pilot * Captain La.Monte M. Kahler, 
Copilot * Captain Clarence N. Cochran, 
Hoist Operator * A1C Robert A. Rohrbach, 
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~-..,.~ ~--- ~ LARRY A. N~ Capt, 
Rescue Crew C~der 

- Ida10 Falls, Idaho 
- Amarillo, Texas 

- Reading, Pa . 



Det 6-38-131-31 Oct 
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a UllLA&&IFIEO 
3d ARRGp Hist, Oct-Dec 66 

(U) Two HH-43Fs were scrambled to reoover survivors o:' a C-123 crash NW of Bien 
Hoa. 'l'hree crewmen "ere recovered using the hoist/fo1·est penetrator and flown 
to Tan Son Nhut AB. No hostile action encountered anc no battle danage sustained 
by th! helioopters during the mission. 

Det 1-38-9-31 Oct (RCC Narrative ) 

( U) At 0202Z the 35TEW .'l'UOC telephoned me wi. th a !lledi cal evacuation request. 
A unit of .Army engineers were involved in a fire fight 5 miles trom Phan Rang 
Air Base. One soldier was reported. to have stepped or a land mine and was in 
danger of bleeding to death • They had requested helicopter evacuation. The 
Deputy Commarrler for Operations cleared us to go; we topped .off the *f uel tariks 
and scrambled. at 0212Z. Just before we tcok off an ur.identified Army captain 
drove up in a jeep. He confirmed that the pinned dowr. unit had no radio or 
smoke, and he added the inform ti on that the wounded ~oldier• s leg had ' been . 

·a.lloost blown off. Heals:> informed us that "Rascal 21 ", a FAC was orbiting 
the area. I asked the captain to give the FAC our UHF frequency and took off. 
Shortly after take off, I heard Pedro 92 check in on t)wer frequency from a 
base support mission. I re~sted them to fly cover flr us . When we arrived 
in the area Rascal 21 called us but was unable to add nuch information. He was 
in intermittent radi. o contact lid. th the · groum party, but the reception was so 
weak and spotty he hadn't leamed much. I could see saveral stalled vehicles 
on a dirt read located near the base of a large rocky ull. Rascal 21 pointed 
out the area of the suppose~ secure landi~ site, ho-fever the sight o.f 
pers:>nnel on the groun:i crouched behirrl their vEilieles and firing up at the 
mountain made me doubt the securitgr of the s:it e. I ma ie tlC> passes at an 
altitude of 200-.300 ft and could see 2 indiv:iduals wav lng me toward a SDB.11 
laming spct behind a large crane pulled up alOI€ the :'Oad. I also noticed 
2 imn earryill!; the ~unded mn toward the landing area dodging from vehicle 
to vehicle . On the thl rd pass, I intended to land bl t the copilot and the 
crew c.hief saw ground fire hitting the water directly ·)elow the helicopter. 
I t.ook the hel.icopter ·araun once more and requested R.Lscal 21 to ask the 
gram:! party to try t.o evacua. te the 1r0unded man by jee;>. He seemed to 
ha.'"' d.if'ficul.ty gettirg the message through t.o t.he groitnd party, but he 
inf oimed me that the gro UD:i party was unable to eva.cua · .e . him and intem ed 
to cover my next pass with maxi.mum return fire. I had considerable diffi­
culty on my apprcach because of turbulence am a gusty cross wi.ni of 'Zl 
knots, at 0217Z Pedro 92 flew low over the hill while 11e lan:ied 100 ft 
~rom the road, partially protected by a J ft earth banl: a.rd the crare . 
We were probably on tre groum JO seoonds. The hoist <1perator jumped out 
Clld helped load the wounded ma.n. An A.rmy Lt ran up and shouted a. 
message in my ear, (which was obscured by the din of pc pping M-16s and the 
hel icopter) then we took off. We returred the survii.or to Phan Rang AB 
dis pEfl sary. 
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