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A minimum hover to a power on landing was made and the aircraft was quickly
evacuated by ore very fortumte crew plus med-evacuee. The smoke must have
been pyro smoke that had filled the fuel tank area through the bullet hole,

A total of seven 12.75 mm tullets had struck the helicopter. One through a
blade just inboard of the spring constant area. It le’t a 2 inch exit hole,
destroying about half of the spar, chord wise, in that area. One bullet
drilled a neat hole through the engine oil inlet lirne continuing into and out
of the right shaft housing and damaging the right towe: bearing assembly. One
came up through the left forward fuel tank, through the ARC-34 radio, the pyro
contairer, deflected through the M-16 ammo container, “hrough a frame member
ard was stopped by the co-pilct 's shoulder-level armor plating. One bullet
came up through the chin, then back out just above the chin armor, taking off
quite a large portion of the PA horn mourt. ‘Two more went through the empanange.
The helicopter was secured and stripped of equipment, and the crew began coordi-
nating for a ride back to Pleiku. The Air Force Liaison Officer at LZ 3-Golf
was contacted ard he began coordinating for any Amy halicopters enroute to
Pleiku to stop at LZ 3~.Hofel te pick us up. However, Pedro 98, an HH-/3F from
Det 12, Nha Trang had been dispatched into the area anc arrived on scene. The
crew, commarded by Lt William Wirstrom, took three of us with equipment back to
Pleiku, and then made another sortie for the remaining three members of ow unit.
As a result of the series of sorties flown during this mission, several things
bave come to light. The URT-10 radio is not reliable when the PJ is directly
urder the hover ing helicopter. Sgt Jenkins had to rel:y through the caompany
FM radio which was several yards away. This added to the hover time., Although
we can never be guaranteed safety, I feel the med-evac mission can be continued
with good results by minimizing the danger: (1) by lowering the PJ, all of the
litters and a chain saw, the pilots can depart while the PJ completely prepares
the area; (2) the PJ then can cut either an LZ or a low-hover area to cut down
on the exposure radius; (3) while the hoist operator is arranging an evacuee in
the rear of the helicopter, the pilot can lower the hoist for the next pickup.
Note: only when the clearing is large enough, and withh the HM checking the
progress; (4) amd by insuring the grourd party understamds we only bring out the
critical cases, leaving the others to wait until an LZ can be built for Amy
UH-1 dust off aircraft. During this series of missions, the problem of litter
spinning was frequently encountered. A 200' rope will be used so the PJ can
stabilize the litter from the ground. The litter can >e untethered and the
rope dropped as soon as the HM lays hands on the litter. It is virtually
impossible to take on tw or more litt er cases when the rear armor doors are
closed. Det 9 suggests they be relocated further aft. The semi-rigid litters
should be rolled up before lowering to the ground by the hoist as rotor wash
swings them around too much. A fast wind, variable sp2ed hoist should be
developed for combat use. We further suggest that pyrotechnics aboard the
aircraft be carried in an amor plated contaimer. It is the plan of this unit
to construct a container from salvaged ammor from Pedrv 42,
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1. (uU) In the late afternoon of 18 October 1966 Crown Bravo (HU116, SK 517145)
on orbit mission (Det 1-3-78-18 Oct) cver the Culf of Tumkin failed to return to
home base at Danang. Control agency became aware of pousible smergency because of _'
lack of operations normal reports from Crown Bravo at 1700L and 1730L. Organiged -
search began that evening and contimued until 1820L en :5 October 66 with no sight.-‘
ings or findings reported. ' Aircraft was assigned to' 37 ARRSq and had. a total of
seven crewmen aboard., Loss of the HU-16 mphibian was 1'epm-t.ed as niasixg due t.o
_ host.ile a.ction. .. :
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_1. (u) on 20 October Joﬁy Gnen 02 (SR 65—12778) nh m ACR miuion (Dot. 2-
3-117-20 0¢t) was disabled by stspected eremy ground fire,  Oil pressure was lost -
and the HH-3E helicopter was forced to land in a hostile” area. . The crew amd a
recertly recovened sygvivor were quickly taken aboard tle other HH-3E (high bird)
- and they departed the area. ‘RESC(RT (A=1Es) destroyed 1he disa.bli’d Jolly Green -

to pmvent it from falling into unrriendly hl.nda.. ; _
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k. (U) On 28 October Pedro 42 (HH—:JP, sn 62—!.51.1) pn an Amur Hed Evac mission
(Det 9-38-31-28 Oct) near Pleiku was shot down and burmid. Three evacuées and the
Flicht Mechanic in the rear of the helicopter were killad. Army troops and the
Fararescueman (PJ) on the ground helped get the Pilot ad Copilot out of the
>irning wreckage undsr enssy fire. The FJ, Pilot and Copilot were flcwn out the
next marning by another Fedro helicopter. The Copilot subsequently died fronm
infuries received in the shooting down and crash of 'thc helicopter. :
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1. (U) In the afternocn of 29 Cct Pedro 56 (SN-62-,525) flying in support
of the mission (Det 9-32-31-28 Cct) in which Pedro 42 wis lost, recelved a
7clley of groundfire ani tad to make a fcrced landirg at Amy LZ 3-Hotel, near
Ple xu., Crew sustained cnly miror injuries ard was returned to Pleiku that
afsernoon. FH-43 (Pedrc 55) was repaired locally and i3 back in operation.

m. (U) Cn 15 November, Detachment 11, 38 ARRSq locited at Tuy Hoa AB, SVN
becams operitioral. Tuy Hea is situated approximately 0 miles north of Nha
Trang on the Vietnam coast. OCne HH-4L3B is presemtly assigned; however, a
second Hi-43 will te ;:ln.ced trere when resources permit.

n. (C}(CF-4) Jolly GCraen 52 (SN 64-14229) lost traismission oil pressure (15 Nov)
shortly after launch on an ACR mission and made a forced landing. Parts were
discatcnred ind mairtersnce perfcrmed in the field. On return, severe trans-
mission problems develored after short fiigh%t and Jolly Green 52 was forced
tc lard. Due to uncertain recertion by lccal populace, crew was svacuated and

friendly forces surrliea o prectect a‘rcraft until repairs could be mde.
uc*mt subsequently reraired at landirg site and flown to secure base.
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