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MISSION NARRATIVE 30 Sep 1366

At 21002 30 Sep 66, the Jolly Greer's and Sandy's at Nakhon Phanom
were alerted on two pilots, Cleveland 2 reporte!l to have gone down at
15L5Z the previous night. A 21157 take-off was planned in order to
reach the area at first light. The initial cocidinates reported to ; 7
Shoestring were 17°35% N, 106°00" E. At 2150Z Jolly Green's 53 Low j
and 54 High, and Sandy's 31 and 32 were airborne and Jolly Green 53
reported an ETA to the area as 1+10 and a bingo time of 0120Z. The
Sandy'es procesded ol Lo the area to begir the search for the downed
pilot =ho was regorted to have had besner and voice contact with

Svitfire flight and Lamplighter.

The Jolly Green's arrived in the area at 230C- und began an orbit
in the immediate vicinity at 10,000 feet. Sandy's L1 and L2 who were
launched from channel 31 arrived in the area at 2300Z also and orbited
high with the Jolly Green's while Sandy's 31 anc 32 made low passes.,

The reported weather was 3,000 feet broken tut the immediate area
was solid undercast at 800 feet which began to break at sun up. After
orbiting for 3 hours waiting for enough of a break in the weather,
Sandy's 31 and 32 reached bingo fuel and turnec over the low element
to Sandy's 11 and 12, launched from channel 31, who arrived on the
scene at 01452, After revising bingo time, based on fuel remaining
at 0120Z, Jolly Green's 53 and 5L advised that they would be able to
remain in the area until 0200Z. At 0200Z with permission from Sandy
11, Jolly Green 53 descended thrcugh the undercsst where a hole was
reporyed by Jolly Green 5L and conducted a beeper search for the pilot.,
Jolly Gresn S5k who also went down through the clouds spotted ths pilot
and gave directions to Jolly Greem 53. Tip tanks were dropped and the
pickup was made at 02157 after sighting a pen gua flare and red smoke
from the pilot on the ground. Both Jolly Greens departed the area
immediately due to low fuel and were not able to conduct further
search for the other pilot who gave no beeper, voice or signal. Jolly
Green 53 had sufficient fuel remaining for recovsry at channel 89 but

Jolly Green 5L, who had considerable less, chose to recover at Kai Son k= i
but made it only as far as Cam Lo, South Vietnam. Jol%ﬁta'geg 53 who
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flew back unescorted was down at channel 89 at 0315Z. .
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The mission was handled expertly by Sandy 31 low lgmﬂnﬁwﬁ&tihgy
departed. Some confusion occurred when the low 3lemenBywas turned
over to Sandy 11 and 12 who had just arrived and were unfamiliar wi
the area at that time. It was recommended later that Sandy's L1 and )

Li2 should have taken over as low element until 1. andrleﬁgiﬁ?Etjore
familiar with the_azes !
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DOWNGRADEL AT 3 YEARS INTERVALS
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A good point suggested by Sandy hl was to h
and 5L throw smoke flares out in the arez

Downed Pilot:
Recovery Area:
of channel 89
JOLLY GREEN 53 (LOW BIRD)
RCT Capt Oliver E. O'Mara
RCCP 1st Lt Donald R, Harris

HM Robert Riley. 8S5gt
A2C Michael L. Halvorson PJ
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QLIVZER E. O'MARA, Capt.,USAF
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Cleveland 2 (Joe E. Glover) :™~LC R.0. Ubon, Thailand.

17°31'N, 106°00'E; 30L/76 o channel L6, 8G/80 NM

JOLLY GREN SL4 (HIGH BIRD

i0C¢ Capt lennetl. D, Murpi.
RCCP 1st L.t David E, Lysl:
HM Raymond Godsey, SSgt

"PJ Laverns W, Kellerman AlC
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