


DECLASSIFIED

advised the radio operator to request rescap and aluo advise Da Nang RCC
to scramble the HH-3E ("Jolly Green") as they might be needed., I then
requested a Naval SAR destroyer to scramble their helicopter and send
rescap aircraft to the downed aircraft position. Au B05Z contact was

made with the downed Co-pilot of "Spitfire LW, JEEL_emersencg'vnicez beeper
and UHF DF steers were excellent., Vis ‘contact wus e at B074.

dropped a smoke flare to mark the landing position and assist in sea
evaluation, After completing the evelustion I requested permission from

the JSARC to meske the open sea landing, Permission was granted as I turnea
bage leg te final so I jetitisioned my drop taiks snc comp_eted the landing
or: a 5§ foot swell out of the east south easi. The _.anding was made at O3117Z.
Weather at the time of landing and during the entire flight was clear with

-

a few high stratus clouds and visibility 1C n__es,

5 As I taxied by the survivor I instructed my par:rescueman to deploys
The parachute of the survivor was entangled in his survival gear so the
pararescueman was forced to submerge to cut away the entangled lines,
After we had the survivor on board and determined that he was well and calm
I taxied the aircraft as fast as possible three miles to the west where the pilot
n3pitfire 4" was located. We had determined his positicn prior to
entering the water, Upon approaching the pilot's reft we were aided by his
firing a day smoke flare, Again as the survivor passed by our left wing
I deployed my pararescue man to pull the survivor irto the aireraft. Again
the raft had the parachute dangling beneath it in the water making recovery
quite difficult. Iy pararescue man, after deploying into the water twice
was able to get the cumbersome raft into the aireraft, Upon determination
that the dovmed pllots were both 0.K. I made & water take=-off at 0326Z and
returned to home base,
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ALAN R. VETTE, Lt Col, USAF
Rescue Crew Cormander









