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Subject: Mission Narrative Report 1-3-65 
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	Green  24,

24Itoacpcil°c1IkTleullptiedth'e 
aurvivor. The sea condition evaluation is as follows: 	io& 5, Velocity 15, 
Distance between crests 125 ft, wind direction 350 degrees, 15 knots, swell 
direction 	degrees, swell height 2 feet. I made my approach from a hover 

by Jolly Green 15. We were airborne at 0155Z. Alert and scramble procedures 
were all normal. Shotgun One was returning from a northern mission with 
battle damage and reported he would have to bail out. His position was 
reported at 340 .sgree radial, 44 miles from channel 77. As I crossed the 
coast line Cia:a:,  rel.ayed a message frau Eir4..-  for Jo: 	7xreen 15 to ra,-turn to 
ol.tr forward a._,erating base. 1 then re(;ei-.-ec arathe 	sition from tae crfaie 
aircraft of 3-50 degrec. radial, 35 mi2 .c fro. channel ),. At approximPtely 
0210Z Shotgun C.:he bailed out of his 1-105. His wingman Shotgun Two remained 
over his leader during descent and stayed until I arrived on scene. Shotgun 
Two gave me the position of Shotgun One as being the 355 degree radial, 
thirty three miles out of channel 37. Captain Johnson my copilot plotted the 
position on his map and converted it to radial and distance from channel 46 
due to the inability to pick up channel 37. When I arrived in the general area 
I got three UR? steers from Shotgun Two and sighted the survivor at 0220Z. 
The survivor ignited one la 13 mod 0 flare. The red smoke showed the wind 
direction with a speed of about 15kts. I then decided to omit the smoke drop 
and turned on a downwind for a hoist pickup. Ale Lowe, crewchief and AlC Tobey 
pararescue had the hoist and cabin ready for a water pickup. AlC Tobey had 
donned his swiping gear. I came into a high hover over the survivor at about 
75 feet. AlC Lowe kept directing me forward until I sighted the survivor 
moving forward away from the helicopter. AlC Lowe advised me we were over him 
on the initi!A_ approach but he immediately started to be blown forward when 
the hover was established. I then decided to try a lower hover to decrease 

) the length of hoist cable to facilitate the manuverability by AlC Lowe. 
-1 A Again the survivor was blown in front of the aircraft by the rotor wash before 
the hoist could be positioned. The survivor did not acknowledge hand signals 

i to have him get out of his raft. Crown Charlie and Qx Wood 94 arrived over 

-■ 

v 
z  of approximately 25 feet. I landed 50 feet from the survivor and taxied up 
B to him. The survivor then got out of his raft. AlC Lowe and AlC Tobey then 

1 
 tried unsuccessfully to bring the survivor on board. The survivor was facing 

the aircraft and placed his knees against the side of the aircraft in an 
attempt to help. This caused a pivot point which the two Airmen could not 
overcome. The survivor then slipped away two or three feet and I had to taxi 

' back to him. AlC Tobey then punctured one side of the survivors LPU to 
. facilitate bringing him on board. Again their attempt was thwarted by the 

al survivor placing his knees on the side of the aircraft. When the survivor 
X again drifted away AlC Tobey was deployed due to j- of the LPU being punctured. 

,1I then taxied up to the survivor and the pararescue man, and instructed AlC 
Lowe to bring them on board with the rescue hoist. The two pickups were made 
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at 0226 in quick succession with no difficulty at all. I recommend that 
this procedure by used on all future water landing pickups until a sea rescue 
platform is designed and installed on the HH-3E aircraft. A normal hover 
take off was made into the wind, the engine power was checked and found to 
be adequate, and the take off was completed without incident. The salt spray 
around the aircraft was minimal except just prior to touch down and lift off. 
Captain Alan Rutherford, 	 p the survivor was then returned to channel 
37 at 0245Z. Anti corrosion measures were accomplished on the aircraft. Post 
flight inspection revealed the primary servo reservoir was almost empty. 
Further investigation showed a defective hydraulic valve leaking fluid. The 
valve was replaced with a like item and the aircraft returned to the forward 
operating base. 

Xa/AL 
- KENNETH D. MURPHY, Cpt, SLF 
Rescue Crew Commander 
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1:. :miens pass 

Downed 
Twice in 
1 Day 

SAIUON (71h.\ F)-- - Many 
r iw„,, have  'bee n s lpd town 

Out few itio,e. gone titrough 
the experieni:e twice in ono 
day. 

	

La. .1tisenli 	Alikrriti. of 
Whitehall. Mont,. dul: 

Atter Willi; (toren to eject 
tits: t.'4C Philmont In;Idel. 
or tat 	4tt tureratt ciummainter. 

Trii_• ■• W ilrecktimolne ot 
ri.„ mut trio ;:,ir; help. 

in his pario inti. liaroes... 
twat ale lop of 	IttO-loot ore for 
its r■ it, 	u 1111111. lie wiv. 1.‘”,etses.lb 
a halo:outer. jolly il,reetrt 0 
r The  i-opter, tnu.lf. dantatorit by 
gi mini fire ilium.% the rescue 

frototiation ow: toect41 ttrWñ III 

.11i14.0,5 clearing, 

	

A  )41 (Mit •lilde, 	11 e•li %DWI 

piclo.d up Artei•fiek j,ici ihe 
tinwin-4.1 

Corkikiiat 	 lie./sry 
!he entice 	th..13 rieu 

I tuombrus of the dor 11,4 Jolt) 
Grtrvit Giaol helivoplei 	Moi 

roli a fla1,. vest am1 air 	row 

&off Iola hint. 	. 	have to 
run tor it,' 

Sierrirti, will' a small wound 
, to utte foot, dashed RIO 
l ine waiting 

on. r an (lie /-funi tarn vie-
littutpt itras's. he VV:Piilt. 	lit'31. 

The Noctuiti hchoopi..p. 
Borktlritige. who had 	;ia ii 
aid watched the ordeal, from I fir 
lop of another tali tree. 

Both pilots were rrturneti to 
hooe base later the niIflC da,'- 

faerriets •eeallet1 tellinz the first 
ri4iler team -You'd hottor hurry 
ut Won'i be able to get to 
ute." There was shooting all 
stritund 

Itr..!etientiage praised the vont.- 
age; of Ilia 1*-tie9i eirw. 

14 ea:061,0y - thought the prow 
'5gliih'-vitolid WOW me out of the 
•It 304. but Capt. (Lee) 
linktnett'i., '11'41..1141i, copier 8o 
Atmot..v, it. wH atii the peitetrater 
, n30 linit0hg 

.3uoce3s2ul Rescue of Capt. Alan K. Rutherford, 
F-105 pilot in the aulf of Tonkin after being  damaged 
while 6116-aced in  a strike acaintA  North Victnar near 
Hanoi.  17 Z.epTE:mi_,_IT 1966. Mir; was the firA• water 
landing pick up by a Jolly Oreen in .;outheast 

Jolly Creep 24 A/C 65-12786 Low Bird 

P. 	Capt. Kenneth D. 1.hulAgir 
C.P. Capt. Thomas R. Johnson 
H.M.  Al  C.  U11 iam  T.  Lowe, Jr. 
R.3. A1C. John J. Tobey 



CITATiON TO ACOOMPANY THE AWARD OF 

TRE  Ala MEDAL 
(SEVENTH OAK LEAL CLUSTER) 

TO 

JOHN F. TOBEY 

Airman First Class John F. Tobey distinguished himself by 
meritorious adhievement while participating in aerial flight as 
a Rescue Helicopter Pararesaue Speciaiist in Southeast Asia on 
17 September 1966. On that date, the successful rescue of a 
downed American pilot was accomplished, necessitating an open 
sea landing. Although the sea state was near the maximum 
limitations for the helicopter, the rescue was quickly and 
efficiently completed. The professional skill and airmanShip 
displayed by Airman Tobey reflect great credit upon himself 
and the United States Air Force. 	' 
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