
Successful Rescue 16 September 1966 

Jolly Green 15 A/C 65-12783 Low Bird 
P. Capt . David E. Dickey 
C.P . 1/Lt. John E. Halligan 
H. M. TSGT • Fred C. l1illiams 
R. s . .l\.2C . Robert F. Gabourel 

Jol~ Green 24 A /c 65- 12786 High Bird 
P. Capt. Kenneth D. Murphy 
C.P. Maj . Jay V. Cannon 
H. M.. A2C .. Michael W. Mulvany 
R. S. A1C . John F . Tobey 

First double pick up by Jolly Greens from thi > Det. 

AEROSPACE RESCUE and RECC1VERY SERVICE 

NEWSLET,-rER 
30 September 1966 Office of Information 

Two Air Force F-4C pilots were Qlcked up from the dem ilttarized zone on 16 September 
by an ijH-3 crew fro111 Det--'7 38th ARRSq at Da Nang AB, RVN. T~is was tb.e first double 
rescue accomplished by the unit, a perfect, flawless operation. The fighter pilots' aircraft~ 

hit by ground fire on a strtke in the southern panhandle of North Vietnam, waa seen by ob­
s ervers heading east with both engines afire. In two minutes, t: ie Rescue helicopter, piloted 
by Captain Oavid E. Dickey. was on lts way. and found the downed pilots hiding in six- foot 
elephant grass just inside the northern border of the DMZ near ' he coast. The area was sur­
rounded by shrubbery and rice paddies. As they ran toward the Jolly Green Giant, the hoist 
was lowered and both men were able to get into it unaided. Serf mbled at 1: 08 PM, the HH-3 
had one of the downed fliers aboard in 17 minutes, and the other only three minutes later. 

2 AF Jets· DOWfied/ Plf -.::_c,t--1 ResCuelf 
- -

BJ• JOI RAY MAHON lied as 1st i.t: Bernard D. Giere, Air Force f?ilots slTII<lt nortlrt .fattreS<in firect t\V<l" neaC,seeJ6.iig 
s&s Starr cormpondl'nt 27, of Chk;'l'go, and 1st U. Henry Vietnamese 'conilliun1Cafl .. ii. Iffies,1 S!aewfrii:ler missiles at the .MIG, 

SAIGON-Two Ail· Force F-4C J. Knock, 27, of Anon, Ohio. It destroyingordamagingJ . convoy
1
but did not see them liit,. si~c~ 

Phantoms were shot down Fri- was the tlijrd time Knock had staging are,as, moN ' lµui 10 h.e: was. taking evasive actioJ.\. at 
day, a U,S.. mmtary spokesman been rescu~d after o bailing. out trucks, five- bridges, four baFges, I lhe time. HoV1eV1!r, second~ later;: 
reported hf:;re Satw-day. One plru1e and the secdnd time for Giere. two Ferry complexes < nd 9ne lbe a~d his .. copi;lot., 1st Lt Douglas 
1vas shot down over north Viet- In north Vietnam Friday, rail- causeway. Roads were i.;evered ' :B-. &se, spotted a parachute in 
nam and its two· pnots were list.ed road facilities, roads, bridges and in 16 places. I the area of the WG. 
ilS nlissing. antiaircraft sites were hit by U,S. Pilots report.ed . ground lire aS ln air actian· over the Repubii0. 

The othei; .Pha,nlom was downed pilofs, Pilo'ts flew 129 missions in moderate to heavy. of Vietnam, U,S. pllots fle~ ~M 
)y ground fire 13 miles n~r\hwest the aouthern -panhandle ;:ind ~he 1st Lt J~rry J~mcs •I} was ,swties, , destroying or <lama 
>f Dong Ha. in the nprthei:n gar~ Hanoi and Haiphong areas. Air credited Satw-day with hoofu';g. more. than 210 enemy buildings: 
I~ the beroil~tari2ed Zone. 1!m.ll Force pilo~s Ile:v li8 missions artd down a MIG-17 Friday c J_rin~ a_' a~d. five s~mpans. Air F.orc.e Ii. 
ilots w,ere. picked up by an Air Navy earner pilots_ 61. IO-minute. d,)gfight. ove1 nortli:l lots log.ged 247 sol'ties and•:Mar:ine 
orce resc e e o er. Pilots lmm the Seventh Fleet's Vietnam, The battle too c plaee- ' pilots 137. • 

e rescue pl o s were identi· Carrier Air Wing 15 and the. while a fligl;lt of :Ph.an.tQ ns was I B:52s struck an enemy. sto1:age. 
• • • carrters fotrepid and Coral Sea attacking. tbe Dap C.au ai1road are-a and a bivouac area Satur~ 

• Pacihc Stars & St,•pes. again sco~ed he~vµy against f bridge, ·_about 20 miles n• rtheast -~~Y~ in a Ilredawn r~d 2Q ,m.iies. 
Monday., SPpt. 19. 1966 transportation facilities. of HalioJ. ~ 11oi.:tbwest of Dong Ha ·JD the DMZ.· 
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SUPPOBtDG DOCOMENT# 16 47 

The f'olloviDg documentation is 1.11 attempt to Y arifY the number ot saves 
recordad 't11' the 37 JBRS. The hietorian, Captain Ca apbell bu researched all 
Gxisting sources ld. thin bis control SDd wleu ert1' lire ct discrepancies are 
toUDd. this documant uball be conaidond offia:ial. 

SAVE NO soo1vo.a9s NM &f1!i SER.IALJ!l ~ SOURCE 

l DietGr Daagler Lt JG-H tJNK 20 Jul 66 Sq Scrapbook 

, 2. JQJles R. Mitchell Capt-AF UNI \ 27 Jul 66 Sq Scrapbook 

- 3 E. Dobba Capt-JF UBI 5 Sep 66 2-.3-107 M.li. 

4 Ph1.ll1p :ao 0 1 Brian LtCol-.AF om: 8 S8p 66 1-.3-59 M..N. 

5 • tmK !6 Sep 66 l-J-64 M.N. 

6 l/Lt-JF UNI 16 Sep 66 l-3-64 M.N. 

7 Jlan Io lbitherford Capt-AF mm: 17 Sep 66 1-3-65 M.N. 

8 Bich&rd Bosecrans Capt-AF UNI ll loT 66 2·3-128 M.No 

9 Gordan F.. Bradburn Col-AF UBI 16 loT 66 1-3-86 

10 Charles Smith LtCoil-JF tmK 16 Bov 66 1-3-86 

ll lt~ eapt....A mm: 20 Dec 66 Sq Scrapbook 

12-17 mm: mtt-N um: ll Ju. 67 l-3-08 

18 Willia O. Mqt'ield Maj-.AF UNI 15 Jan 67 l-3-13 

19 Frank t.. Trocbak Maj-AF mm: 15 Jo 67 1-3-13 

20 Michael w. Mnlftlli1' .ne-.a UBI 15 lan 67 1-3-13 

2l l:IilliUL P. Tracey SSgt...AF UNI 15 Jan 67 1-.3-13 

22-26 mat UNK.-N UNI 15 Jan 67 1-.3-12 

27 Eugene Ro West <4pt-AF mra: 28 Jan 67 l-3-20 

28 Bobert C. Mqs Capt-AF mm: 2 Mar 67 1-3-34 



Huntingdon Copter Pilot 
In Daring Viel H.escue 

--~ 
\,C 
~ 
1='. 

z 
t-rj 

~ 
00 



/ 2-'I 
FROM: Det 7 , 38th ARRSq, APO 96337 

SUBJ~T: Mission Narrative Report 1- 3-64 - /v··J r. 
18 September 1966 

TO: 3d A.RRGp, APO 96307 

1. At approximately 1302L, 16 Sep 66, Jolly GreEn 15 and 24 were notified 
of a possible rescue mission. Pigeons 330/09 frc m channel J!,. At 1305 both 
aircraft were scrambled from Quang Tri. Both ai1craft proceeded enroute~o 
the pick up point without any difficulty. Weather was good at take off . 
Enroute weather was cumulus build ups with assocjated rain shower s . Visibility 
two to four miles. Jolly Green 15 penetrated to 2000 1 , delayed momentarily to 
analyzt the situation and make contact with Shari Bai'T lead and Bird Dvc and 
then proceeder in for the pick up. Weather· at pjck u~- point was 2500 1 overca,3t .• 
Jo:l~ Green 24 s~ayed at altitude and wes uJed p1imar~~7 for radio back-uo. 

2. ...'ith_.f avoro.ble help from...Bird Dog, the first :rew :nembcr was fo - ,. end 
rescued within 18 minutes . Although the other crew member ws only 50 yards 
away, some trouble was experienced in finding hirr because of excessive radio 
chatter and dense under brush. ligain°tJird Dog guided Jolly Green 15 to the 
second crew member and he too was removed from ho stile enviroment. Total 
elapsed time for both pick ups was 20 minutes . I returned to Dong lli.to off 
load the two crew member s who were met by an Air ~orce vehicle. Total elapsed 
mission time was 30 minutes. Pick ups point was L6°59 1 r.r, O?°OlE. 

3. All support aircraft did a fine job, re&:ap \HS more than adequate, however, 
no aircraft were used against enemy positions. N' enemy ground fire was encoun­
tered during tre aircrew recovery. Both p~lots w 3re in good physical shape ex­
cept for minor scratches about the head. Both do med pilots remained calm and 
composed during the entrie pick up which was accooplished by hoist and jungle 
pentrator. 

4. My crew remained extremely professional and c>operative during the entire 
mission as is witnessed by the minimwn reaction aid totle elapsed time. 

5. The only mechanical factor which detracted fri 1m the rescue mission ~ms the 
fact that the AFCS was inoperative during TI1:f fina. approach and pick up phase 
of the operation . I decided to make the pick up tithout AFCS assist because: 

a. Excessive del ay would have resulted by us .ng Jolly Green 24. 

b. I decided the malfunction wasn 1 t of such 1 ia.gni tude to warrant termina­
tion of my flight. 

6 . The only other factor which detracted from th1 mission was the excessive 
chatter on HF r adio . The distr action was of such nature that in order for me 
to bear Bird Dog and the downed crew member s talk:ng, I had to turn off the 
HF button. ~tr co- pilot told me after the flight 1hat at ti.mes during t e r escue 
he was unable to hear my commands although he cou: .d see my lips moving . 



7 . Recommend quicker r eaction time for A-lE aircraft be worked out. At no 
time during the mission did I personnally see A-lE in my vicinity. HH-3E1 s 
need A- lE' s just as badly as any other slow movir g unarmed aircraft needs 
fire support. 

Crew: RCC 
CP 
HM 
RS 

~ --/} (\ '':r ~~E. iJ~, 
DAVID E • .D:CKEY Capt , 
Rescue Cre-.r Commander 

Capt David E. Dickey, 
lLt John E. Halligan, 
TSgt Fred C. Williams, 
A2C Robert F. Gabourel, 

USAF 


