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FROM: Det 9, 38th ARRSg/Captain Tyree/4184 AUG. | 7.1966

SUBJECI': Mission Narrative, 9-38-26, 16 August 1966

1, At 05A0a, 16 August 1965, Czptain Lowery took a call at the 30y from
JSARC. 4 1lst Cav unit at Landing Zone Cat had an element on Chu Pong
ilountain with 15 WIA, some who were -oing into shock. 4 hoist equipped
helicopter was required to extract them from the junzle. Oaptain Lowery

relayed the informatin to It Davis % Detachrment ¢ Creraztions. Lt Davis
checkea the rzather +hirt was measured 5C0 broken, U0 overcszut, 7 m
ligh' zcin ghowvers 267 Zc7. Se called CBARC and advised the wpathow Forue
coster"Jelt il mir% breoak by 0800. 3By 0630 the ryzin wos intunse,

2. The crgws arrived at Detachrent Cserations, Primary: RCC, Captain
Tvrree; Cr, Capt Lower',“u,, S9¢t Brundridre; 53, A20 helscd. Secondary :
ECC, Capt Cardwell; CP, Capt Iermers, LI, A2C lmll; RS, 42C Stanek. At
0730 contact was made with Oasis, an Army Battallicn ieadquarters located
between Fleilm and 1LZ Cat. Cesis was zero gero in rain aond fogz. The
weather stayed down at Uasis and LI Cat and then wunt down ot il ilu.

The weather then sradually lified gt LZ Cot and at Oasis, but remsined
practically zero-zero at Fleilwu.

3. At 1030L the weather at Fleilku was up to & reported 500 broken with

5 miles in rzin end fog., Both FPedro aircraft departed at 1040. Five
miles from FPleiku vweather as low as 100 feet anc one mile was encountered.
However, at the 10 mile point, the weather nicked up to at least 500 over-
cast with five miles.

4. A landing was made at Oasis to see if gunships were availsble for the
trip into the I & Dranz valley. lone were available there but we were
assured that they would be available at LZ Cat. \e departed Oasis at
1115L and arrived at LZ Cat at 1140. Pilotage navigation was difficult,
but the LI beacon at Cat was a good aid. Veather at Cat was 500 to 800
overcast.

5« We received a briefing at Cat. We were told that a CH-47 had picked
up 23 wounded earlier in the morning., Included was the originel 15, How-
ever, they had another unit in contact that had two wounded that their
med-evac helicopters couldn't reach. We were assi ned a gunship team of
two UH-1l's for escort. Departure for the site was at 1200L.

6. We arrived in the pick-up arez and UH-1l's established contact with
ground party. We requested smoke which appeared shortly. A standard
approach was made to the site which was situated on the side of a hill
of about 30 degree slope. Sergeant Brundridge lowered Airman Kelsey to
the ground, with two stokes litters. Meanwhile, the two UH-l's set up a
race track pattern around our hovering heliccpter while Fedro 56 main-
tained a higher altitude.



7. Airmen Kelsey nad been put on the ground to expedite the litter loading.
The hoist recoveries were accomplished in about 20 minutes of hovering as no
difficulties were encountered. The hoist operator gave excellent directions.
Because the RCC had his radio function switch to interphone only, the con-
tinious instructions from the il radio on the ground were blocked out and

no 1ﬁ¥érference wes experlencea Affer the two litter Datlents were picked
up, Pedro 42 woved out and wehit into a high orbit to wait for Fedro 56 %o
pick up Airman Kelsey. The ground party then requested the crew also pick

up one KIA, which was accomplished. The pick ups had started at approximatel,
1220L and wecre finished at approximately 1255L.

8. The four helicopters then departed for the field hosnital at Oasis.
After zbout five minutes of flight, the Ull=l lead cdvised tha' <they hod
been recslled 4c LI Cat for another mission. The two Pedro '=2liconters
procceded on to Ozsis, landing there at 1315L. The crews re nled the air-
craft and ate sone C-Rations. In the meantime, we had reqreuted LZ Cot be
contacted to see if any further requirement existed for our helicopters.

YWe departed Oasis for Fleiku at 1420L after receiving a nsgative reply fronm
Oasis. Landing at Pleiku was at 1450L.

S, The difficulties encountered were few. Communications prior to de=-
varture was difficult, so no rescort to LZ Cat was nrocurred. That was

no larze problem as the enemy's positions werc fairly well known and they
were not overflown going into Cat. Ilore stress will be placed on rescort
in future missions. Some artillery i-pacted in the geners=l area although
prior coordination by the UH-1 crews had called most of it off. Radio
disctpline of the ground party was pcor, as they seemed to think hover in-
structions had to come from them. IHowever, radio coordination between the
HH-43's and the Ul-1's was excellent. Although there was eremy contact
3CC to 4C0 meters south (over a ridge;, there was no indication the Leli-
copters were fired upon. Weather was the biggest problem, and not much
can be done gbout that.

Bats R Frree

DALE R. TYREE,(Fgﬁtain, USAF
Rescue Crew Commander
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