
PROM: Dot 9, 36th ARRSq/Captain Tyree/4184 	 AUG. 17.1966 

SUBJECT: Mission Narrative, 9-38-26, 16 August 1966 

TO: 3rd ARRGp 
APO 96307 

1. At 0540L, 16 August 1966, Captain Lowery took a call at the 3O:.4 from 
JSARC. A 1st Cav Unit at Landing Zone Cat had an element on Chu Fong 
I:ountain with 15 WIA, some who were z.eing into shock. A hoist equipped 
helicopter was reouired to extract then fron the jun:.:1e. captain Lowery 
relazeed the riformatiee to It Davis 	Det.lchment 	C .)erations. Lt Davis 
checke 	 rnie was reasu:7e f;CO broken, -JO overc.Yt, 	mf_Ths, 
li;11 . 	 fc:. He called ,:411W and au -- -ised th2  
caste:- ':eit it 	erbak by 0600. 3y 0630 the rai:‘ was int=e. 

2. The crews arrived at Detachment Czerations. Primary: RCC, Captain 
Tyree; C, Cant Lowery; 	SS .t BrundridEe; 	A2C Kelsey. Secondery: 
RCC, Capt Cardwell; CP, Cant Vermeys; 	A2C .1:1111;  az, A2C Stanek. At 
0730 contact was made with Oasis, an 	iattallion Headquarters located 
between Pleinu and LZ Cat. Oasis was zero zero in rain and fog. The 
weather stayed down at Oaeis and LZ Cat and then went don at Plaiku. 
'.1he weatIler then gradually lifted at 2,Z, Cat and at Oasis, but remained 
practically zero-zero at Pleiku. 

3. At 1030L the weather at Pleiku was up to a reported 500 broken with 
5 miles in rain and fog. Both Pedro aircraft departed at 1040. Five 
miles from Pleiku weather as low as 100 feet anu one mile was encountered. 
However, at the 10 mile Point, the weather picked up to at least 500 over-
cast with five miles. 

4. A landing was made at Oasis to see if gunshins were available for the 
trip into the I  a  Drang valley. :.one were available there but we were 
assured that they would be available at LZ Cat. We departed Oasis at 
1115L and arrived at LZ Cat at 1140. Pilotage navigation was difficult, 
but the LP beacon at Cat was a good aid. Weather at Cat was 500 to 800 
overcast. 

5. We received a briefing at Cat. We were told that a CH-47 had picked 
up 23 wounded earlier in the morning. Included was the original 15. How-
ever, they had another unit in contact that had two wounded that their 
med-evac helicopters couldn't reach. We were assined a gunship team of 
two UH-l's for escort. Departure for the site was at 1200L. 

6. We arrived in the pick-up area and DH-l's established contact with 
ground party. We requested smoke which appeared shortly. A standard 
approach  was made to the site which was situated on the side of a hill 
of about 30 degree slope. Sergeant BrundridEe lowered Airman Kelsey to 
the ground, with two stokes litters. Meanwhile, the two UH-l's set up a 
race track pattern around our hovering helicopter while Pedro 56 main-
tained a higher altitude. 
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7. Airmen Kelsey had been put on the ground to expedite the litter loading. 
The hoist recoveries were accoeplished in about 20 minutes of hovering as no 
difficulties were encountered. The hoist operator gave excellent directions. 
Because  the RCC had his radio function switch to interphonezaLl_Ihe con-
tiniouSiiigTFECMITY—S3E1---Trie qi radio on the -Ii3und were blocked out and 
rio—IRT:er-Ter-e-nce was experiencea. fter the two litter patients Were"i)iCked 

. U:0; -P'eEtio 42-1EW6d -Out -and-i;;at into a high orbit to wait for Pedro 50 to 
pick up Airman Kelsey. The ground party then reouested the crew also pick 
up one KEA, which was accomplished. The pick ups had started at approximatel 
1220L and wore finished at approximetely 1255L. 

8. The four helicopters then departed for the field hospital at Oasis. 
After about five minutes of flight, the i;;;-1 lead ydvised ti -_ee they had 
been recalled tc LZ Cat foe another mission. The to Pedro 'eliconters 
proceeded on to ()aeis, landing there at 1315L. The crews re .led the air-
craft and ate some C-Rations. In the meantime, we had reqreeted LZ " ...:ee; be 
contacted to see if any further requirement existed for our helicopters. 
We departed Oasis for Pleiku at 1420L after receiving a negative reply from 
Oasis. Landing at Pleiku was at 1450L. 

9. The difficulties encountered were few. Communications prior to de-
parture was difficult, so no rescort to 12 Cat was erocurred. That was 
no laree eroblem as the enemy's positions were fairly well known and they 
were not overflown goini; into Cat. liore stress will be placed on rescort 
in future missions. Some artillery impacted in the general area although 
prior coordination by the 121-1 crews had called most of it off. Radio 
discipline of the ground party was poor, as they seemed to think hover in-
structions had to cone from them. However, radio coordination between the 
ii-43's and the UH-l's was excellent. Although there was enemy contact 
300 to 400 meters south (over a ric1L,e,, there "as no indician the heli-
copters were fired upon. Weather was the biggest Problem, and not much 
can be done about that. 

bAL, kgearte Ct, 
DALE R. TYRa, aptain, USAF 
Rescue Crew Commander 
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