
/0( 

FROM: Det 7, 38th ARffiq 28 July 1966 

Subject: Mission narrative /-3-..><.:>/ ~?J .... 7 <,'7 

TO: 3d A.!mGp 

1. At 0245Z I vas nying Jolly Green 15 and intercepted a distress call on 
guard from 1-foonglow 2 that his wingman ws down . I ws airborne returning 
to alert posture from a refueling station. We recieved permission from 
Queen thru Crown Alfa to scra!!lble . J oily Green 18 launched and joined us. 
I asked ~or an A-1 P.scort on guar d and raised Locket flight. We rendezvoured 
~d th Locket ni r;ht 'it 0330Z. ~ueen ~- .c' l 1.tillched tw<"' S:!ndies out of Nakhon 
Pha:i.on and t!1.er ·· l: !.S a :Jra.gon :3"ly OVf ' ·. ;:.:;<" pil,.,t. :'he Dragon 7l:r tool< o"':-er 
the rescap T.1hen Eoon,zlo• 2 went binge fut::l . Dragon :•'ly was on scene CoI!lD!Uldo.r 

2. Difficulti% encountered enroute ~rere .:ill weather. We had an average 45 
knot headwind component all the way up there . Cloud cover forced us over 
9,000 feet and turbulence kept our ground speed below 75 knots. 

3. Arriving near the scene we got a UHF- OF steer :ron Sandy 31 and descended 
through a hole west of the pilot. After getting under the clouds, the Dragon­
:?ly ]ave me a low ny-by on the pilot 1s position . We positioned ourselves 
for an approach on that spot and 3.Sked the pilot :'or :i beeper . We got a 
per~ect UID'-DF cut on him, cane in a second time, asked for his smoke and 
hovered in over the smoke. The snoke had al.ready drifted 150 ' before it 
penetrated the jungle canopy. The survivor directed :ne over hi:::n with his 
emergency radio . The hoist operator got hin in sight, took over directing 
the hover and pick the man up . The wind cs.used much turbulence in the area 
of pick- up. While in the hover, airspeed nuctuations were 0 to 35 lets and 
torque was 65% to _l05%. Pick up time was 0358Z . 

4. The coordination between all parties participating in this SAR effort was 
good. There w~s a great deal of unneaessary radio chatter concerning revised 
coordinates in that we had a cap on the survivor that could electronically 
direct anyone to the scene. other than that radio dicipline was good. 

5. The survivor was extr emely effective in supporting his own pick- up. He 
briefed me that he had stayed in his burlli.gg aircraft to make it to rough 
terrain before ejection. Once he got on the ground he cooly directed SAR 
aircraft over his position. He knew how to use the fo2'rest oenetr ator. The 
survivor was uninjured. T:1e return trip to ~g-Tri •..ras un~ventful . 

S. From notification to pick- up time 1+13. Crew coordination was outstand­
ing. This was rrry copilot's and helicopter mechanic ' s first pick- up and the 
first time I had ever worked with my pararescueman. This was a very diffi­
cult pick-up due to the high gusty winds and high, dense jungle canopy. Each 
crewmember 1s action was indisnensable in the success of this mission. 

DA(~~i:?6t?r&F -
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CREW HEHBERS t 

RCC: 
CP: 
!Il1: 
RS: 

Captain David C. Henry 
2/Lt El.mer C. Lavender 
AlC J erry W. Johnson 
AlC Dennis C. Hughs 



State Flyer 
Lifts Captain 
To Safety 

DA NANG, Viet Nam (AP)­
\ir Force Capt. James R. 
\iitcnell, 37, of Ogden, Utah, 
iel'rly ran out of luck today on 
iis last scheduled combat flights 
iver North Viet Nam. 

Communist ground fire 
mocked down his F105 Thun­
lerchief near the coastal city of 
)ong Hoi, in North Viet Nam's 
;outhern panhandle, but one of 
he Air Force's "Jolly Green 
}iant" helicopter hauled 'him 
mt of enemy territory and 
>rought him to the Da Dang 
\irbase. 

Mitchell's flight of Tbunder­
!hiefs had been assigned to 
mock out a ferry. He was mak­
ng a strafing run on the target, 
ibout 100 miles north of Da 
'fang, when enemy automatic 
~pons fire ripped into the bel­
.y of his plane. 

His plane carried him about 
'our miles oit and oo bailed out. 

While Mitchell was falling in 
iis parachute, his "beeper"-a 
niniature emergency radio 
~hich sends out spaced -sound 
;ignals-was fixing his location 
'or other nearby American 
>lanes. 

When the swift rescue helicop­
ers whirled in, the fighters 
;tifled enemy antiaircraft guns 
.vith their 20mm cannon and .50 
:aliber machine guns. 

The HHE helicopters, com­
nanded by Lt.-Col. Allan Vette, 
if Gulfport, Miss., dropped 
!own. One of them le ~red "a 
ienetrator"-a device that cuts 
hrough jungle canopy and 
\1itchell was lifted to the rescue 
hrough jungle canopy - and 
lfitchell w.as lifted to the rescue 
~raft. 

"They are the greatest," 
lfitchell said of the helicopter 
·escue teams. 

Trained at Sheppard and Stead 

Rescues Owed to 'Green Giants' 
ffH·3 RESCUE CREWS, many of their pilots trained at Sheppard AFB, Tex., under Air Training 

Command, are flying the "Jolly Green Giants" to supplement air rel.cue operations in the 
northern part of South Vietnam. The crews of the Jolly Green Giants are assigned to Det. '7 of the 
38lh Aerospace Rescue and Re­
covery Sq., a sub-unit of the 3d 
Aerospace Rescue and Recovery 
Gp. 

Other air rescue aircraft in­
clude the HU·16 amphibian and 

the HH-43 helicopter. 
The Jolly Green Giant chop­

pers can fly farther than the 
HH·43s, and have a hoist line 
that can be used for recovering 
downed airmen while the heli­
copter is still airborne over 
ground or water. 

Many of the Jolly Green Giant 
pilots received their early heli-

copter pilot training at Sheppard 
AFB, Tex. Advanced training 
as chopper pilots came through 
Stead b,FB, Nev. 

One Jolly Green Giant pilot 
with plenty of know-how in res­
cue operation~ in Southeast Asia 
is 1st Lt. Richard J. Sans, a grad­
uate of the advanced helicopter 
training program at Stead. 

Successf'ul rescue of Air Force Capt. James R. Mit­
chell, F-1 05 pilot near Dong Hoi, North Vietnam Z7 JUL 66 

Jolly Green 15 Low Bird 
RCC Capt. David Henry 
CP Lt. Elmer c. Lavender 
ffi.1 Johnson 
RS Hughes 

Jolly Green 18 High Bird 
RCC Capt Rice 
CP Lt William C. Dean 
ID1 A1C Nick Beamnonte 
RS A1C William Flower 



61-0045 F-105D 
During an attack on a river ferry Captain James R. 

Mitchell's aircraft was hit by 37mm AA over Route Pack 1. He 
managed to keep his plane airborne long enough to reach the 
mountains where, Captain Mitchell ejected from his aircraft and 
was rescued in 1 hour and 45 minutes by a USAF helo. He had 
minor injuries from the ejection. This was 1 OOth and last 
mission. 27/7/66. Call sign-Moonglow. He was rescued by a 
helicopter call sign Jolly Green 15. It's crew was Captain David 
C. Henry, pilot; 2nd Lt. Elmer Lavander, copilot; AIC 
Dennis C. Hughs, pararescue; and A1C Jerry W. Johnson, 
medic. 
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