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Flr JUT n6 .7,  SUBJ7CT: :Tarrative Report 	6-30-98-6  Jun 66) 

TO: 3d Aerospace 2ascue & Recovery Gp (JsLac), LPO 96307 

1. At 1145 hours I was notified by 3JS20 that the Army  needed to evacuate 4 wounded personnel by hoist  from the jungle at YS 263 905 (1047M 10705E). 
(First coordinates were given as XS 263 905 heading 2690  from Tan Son Nhut) 
Pedro 74 and Pedro 97 were refueled immediately and airborne at 1455L. Bien 
Hoa tower coordinated with the A.I.Tv and lifted the artillery southeast of 
3ien Hoa so that we didn't have to skirt around the artillery area. Pedro 
74 and 97 arrived over the pick up area at 1520L. The Forward Air Controller 
was unable to take off from Long Thanh because of a blocked runway. Contact 
was made with Gunslinger 33 (armed UH-1B escort helicopter) and also with 
Damage Charlie 5 (the ground party). Marker smoke was requested by Pedro 74. 
The smoke was spotted and Pedro 74 descended to the pick up point with Pedro 
97 flying high cover, and both gunslinger ships circling the pick up point. 
Pedro 74 hoisted 1 seriously wou:aded with the stokes litter and had begun to 
lower the forest penetrator for a second pick up. The jungle cancry was 100 
to  125 feet high with heavy jungle undergrowth. As the forest penetrator was 
being lowered (aporoximately 20 feet extended)(1525L) several bullets tore 
through the plexiglass on the pilots side and at this sane time TSgt Connon 
(hoist operator) was hit in the calf and thigh.  The rotor RPM dropped to 230 and I immediately Pulled the aircraft up and to the left away from the 70 
weapon fire. The co-pilot, Capt Potter, who had been operating the radio, 
transmitted that we had been hit. At this time the gunships closed for escort. 
Pedro 97 immediately began to descend to aid in case the aircraft went down. 
The aircraft felt like it began to sink. At this time I was mentally preparing 
for a crash landing in the trees.  A2C Sanger began to help Sgt Connon and also 
advised that oil was Utterly pouring from the ceiling throughout the cabin. 
Then the "engine oil 100 caution light came on. We skimmed along the tops 
of the trees trying to stay airborne. The rotor RPM held at 230 and I was 
able to pick up airspeed and a shallow climb to about 200 feet above the jungle. 
A. clearing next to a rubber plantation was spotted ann  I headed the aircraft in that direction.  The engine oil  pressure dropped  to zero and the engine oil 
temperature began to rise. Although knowing that the clearing was not secure, 
no choice  remained but  to  land there. I landed the aircraft with no further 
damage to aircraft or crew and shut the aircraft down.  The crew immediately 
climbed out with weapons  in  hand to secure the area. Within 30 seconds of 
shut down, Capt Nadler lnrified Pedro 97 along side and the stokes litter patient 
and Sgt Connon were transferred to his chopper.  The gunships were circling the 
area for protection. As soon as Pedro 97 lifted off one of the gunships 
landed but could only pick up one person.  Airman Sanger boarded this  aircraft. Capt Potter and  I waited for the second Huey. Within a minute the second gun-
-ship landed and picked us u?. Pedro 97 headed for the 93rd Field :vac Hosnital 
with the gunships taking  us to Long Thnnh. The gunships then returned to pro-tect the downed aircraft. Within  15 minutes the throe of us were enroute to 
Bien Hoa by another ALLIty helicopter. The following information was collected 
after my return to Bien Hoa. When Pedro 74 was hit by VC gun fire, Pedro 97 called =MY on Bien Hca tower frequency - which Major Kessler heard over the 
UHF receiver in the alert trailer. He became airborne in less than 1 minute 
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in Pedro 73, and departed towards the downed helicopter. Shortly after take-
off he contactee Capt Nadler in Pedro 97. Pedro 97 advised that he had both 
wounded aboard and was heading towards the 93rd Yield :me Hos?tial. Pedro 
73 confirmed that all crew members from Pedro 74 had been safely .  evacuated. 
Pedro 7; met pedro 97 enroute and both HH-43Fts landed at the 93rd Field 
17,vac Hospital at 1545L. After unloading the casualties Pedros 7; and 97 
returned to Bien Hoa, landing at 1555L. Arrangements were made for an Army 
CH-47 to helilift Pedro 74 back to Bien Hoa AB. The area surrounding the 
downed helicopter was secured by Army ground forces. Pedro 73 and 97 departed 
Bien Hoa at 1655L with maintenance crew and equi2ment to remove the rotor 
blades and otherwise prepare the downed helicopter for airlift. Pedro 73 and 
97 arrived at the downed aircraft at 1715L. The downed chopper was prepared 
for airlift at 1755L. The CH-47 arrived at 1805L and mode  an immediate pick-
up. All helicopters returned to Bien Hoe -Z. without further incident at 1035L. 
Total sorties/flying hours were 12/5:10 hy the 3 :7,43F helico -Aers. Two 
combat saves were logged. Crow coordinati)n and radio disci -'line were normal. 
Weather was not a factor. 
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Pedro 74 

RCC 	Capt 
OP 	Capt 

TSgt 
BS 	A2C 

Pedro q7, 

RCC 	C_. 2t 
CP 	Capt 
HU 	AlC 

SSgt 

Pedro 73  

Harold D. Salem 
Dale L. Potter 
Richard A. Connon 
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Charles L". Nadler 
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David Z. Milsten 

3. Det 6 maintenance crew delloyed to rig the downed chopper for airlift 
included: 

SSgt 	Wil'iam D. Cole 
SSgt 	Larry G. Vance 
AlC 	n4chard N. Stroheker 
A2C 	Charles H. Durnett 

D. 3.1=:, C-,tain, US-F 
eocl:o Crow Clmm- ec:r 

- Team Chief 



THE SAN DIEWISION 

'OTHERS MAY OW 
Air Rescu4 
Hailed &Mei 

%on *wall  •13!°014 ' 4 
 WASHINGTON — Its motto neil.pilorshot down near the 

Is that others may live" and North • . 1/1etzsamese,  eapital. 
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Reports cf the Air Revile plane. 
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on depict Air Force men 	iv reach friendly  tines.  teei- 
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hands of punt& allflt1y 
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Some air rescue teantirlinvit 
died that others may Dit b.. 
its four years in Viet tittM, 
the members of the serilce 
have earned more than 350 
decorations. not a  •-..  • • • 
ed posthumously. 
PRESIDENT'S  s• 

AL last count, di -  .• 	' • 
cued more than-  233 ttlell in the. 
combat zone, more than half 
(128) since January. Of that 
number, 134 were air crew 
members and 121 other com-
bat personnel. 

President Johns-on was so 
Impressed with the record of 
the Ilth Aerestpace Rescue 
and Recovery Squadron, he 
gave the outfit the presiden-
tial unit citation early this 
year for extraordinary gallan 
try In the Vietnamese mili-
tary operations. 

"Because the men of the 
38th have risked their lives so 
that their comrades may 
live," Mr. Jolusson said, "they 
join that company of the va l-
iant to whom we all owe our 
freedom and our national 
honor." 

As if spurred to even 
greater daring by the award, 
Air Rescue sent a helicopter 
80 miles' nortlinfest ofIt 111501.: 
last May 10 for its OtlePolit; 
rescue penetration of the nein 

to North Viet Nam. 
qapt. Robert D. Farman of 

(Vat Falls, Mont., and his 
citernirent after an Alriterce 

Viet .communici ua„  e 
AAIGON -- tdri e pilots kept up theft heavy pag

e „in 
North Vietnam in the 	' ending tune 10. ripping roadways, 

lila  

rail lines, barges, b 	' ferry complexes and fords. 
Pilots reported setting off 22 secondary explosions and start-

Ing 15 fires In one day's action in the North. Supply and stor-age areas around Doug Hoi figured heavily in the 90 targets blasted by the F-105s, F-4Cs and B-57s flying 43 missions. 
A day earlier. 16 secondary explosions were set off. 13 in 

the Dung Rol vicinity. Three radar sites were among ill, damaged areas. One rail line was cut in three places and I:ox 
cars riddled by F-1058 and F - 1003. 

On the same day,  an  ITH.3C rescued Canj. Zanies  C. jiulli.s,  an  F-105 pilot  who suffered a broken  leg  after  pariwbuting. 
The rescue scene was about 25 miles southwest of Doag lid-Pararescuerria  4  • '  1  ' ■ •  se i  assisted Hollis in the ...•• rescue. 

. r'. f•-t- In the South, Air Force  •,. ■ : ;A  '  .. 	the week by destroying 
or damaging almost 100 V  "7""R 	 dings. Eight F-4Cs were -,.... &edited with damaging or • • .  ..a. :• 

 45 buildings In raids 25 miles south of Da Nang. In  .' '•  .miles northwest of Saigon, F-100 pilots were credited  ...  - oying or damaging 50 or 
more buildings. .• 	.,.. 	... 

Earlier. A-1E pilots were  .. '._••-.Z••  ith killing 20 or more VC 
while flying close air suppo  .....,...- 	ation Crazy Horse, a 1st Cav. etilasicai in the South, 	.. '' .. 

Fertiard Air Controllers, ,  '• , .,4  raged about 70 missions 
a day daring the week, creei' • , • . F.100 pilots with kilimg 
PossiblY 25 or more 'VC in a raid in the Mekong Delta.  On the 
same day, an 1111-43 of Det.  6,  38th Aerospace Rescue and Re. covery Sq., Bien froa AB. was shot  down while  trying to evacuate wounded soldier's of  the  Army's  1st infantry Div. 

A second comer. commanded by Capt. Charles P. N;I:1:,7r. 
flew cover and picked up some of the wounded soldiers. Liter. the downed helicopter crew was picked up. The rescue wa5g tee, 

 unit's 202d pickup since It arrived in Bien Ems last Oetither This year, it has resteued 85 men, 
C-130s of the 315th Air Div set a one-day mark for cargo 

and Nis/tenger tonnage to South Vietnam, Col. Charles W. Howe. 
3150i...chief. announced. 

In one day. C-130 crews airlifted 1899 tons, up 219 tons from the last reported high in April. 
In other milestones. 1-'.100s of the 3(Ith Tactical Fie.liter 

Sq. completed Rix months of combat, and the 311th .1ir ,- , ■ in mandn Sq.. flying C.123s out of Da Nalitt, passed the  50 1) mark in combat sorties. The 311th arrived here in 19tt:t. 
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The helicopter lowered a 
paramedic to help the radio-
man, but ground lire wounded 
the hoist operator and forced 
the belie-01er to withdraw. 
Another helicopter attemprac 
a pickup was bit by groat': 
fire and retired. • '• 

Cover 004141-fulal1Y elnned. 
down thit, 	; 	but by 
then the 	.ter lost con. 
tact with the downed men. 
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IDECLASSIFIED "COE 004444**11144  3d ARRGp Hist, Apr -.J;In 66 
The 3kaR3p includinz Dot's 1 and 2, 37ARRSq, and 38ARRSq with eleven detachments 
has a total manpower authorization of 217 officers and 548 airmen. The total 
assigned officers are 156; assigned airmen are 352. At the time of this report, 
the 3AR35p is 67% manned. 

9. (C)  Ecuinment. Mission Aircraft. 

Tyre, Model„ Series  

HH-43B 

EH-43F 

HH-3E 

HU-16 

HC-130H 

10. (U) Additional Remarks. 

Quantity  

/8 

10 

8 

4 (TDY) 

4 (TD) 

The Group Operations Officer, Lt Col William A. Ryan, Jr., was shot in the left 
leg during a terrorist attack in downtown Saigon on the morning of 10 May 66, 
while waiting for bus transportation to work. Small arms firing began between 
the military police and suspected terrorists in the vicinity of the Brinks Hotel. 
Hospitalized for approximately a month, Lt Col Ryan was awarded the Purple Heart 
for his injury. 

Aircrew recovery in hostile areas is oft e- +imes very hazardous; several of our 
rescue crewmembers have been wc --4-ri by enemy fire during pick-up operations. 
They are: TSgt Richard A. Connon (HE) hit in the leg on mission 6-38-98-6 June; 
AlC Dennis J. Kraft (PJ) hit in the right knee and elbow on mission 2-3-60-18 
May; SSgt Bernard D. Loughry (HM) hit in the shoulder on mission 2-3-46-22 Apr. 

A1C WIliam H. Pitsenbarger, paramedic, was fatally wounded on mission 6-38:80-11 
Apr. Airman Pitsenbarger voluntarily rode a rescue hoist to the ground to help 
Army personnel prepare casualties for evacuation; after making several hoist 
pickups, the US Force's position was over-run and AlC Pitsenbarger was killed. 
For his heroic actions in assisting the defenders during the onslaught, AlC 
Pitsenbarger has been recommended for posthumous award of the Medal of Honor. 

11, Appendixes. None 

12. (U) Documentation. 

Title 

Awards and Decorations 

Special Order G-59 

28 
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	litti÷6.64460, 	 3d ARRGp list, Apr - Jun 66 

Det 6-38-61-13 Apr 

(U) Two HE-43's scrambled to search for Air America light aircraft at 1027N 10658E; 
however, the two survivors were recovered by an unidentified helicopter just before 
SAR aircraft arrived in the area. 

Det 6-38-82-28 Apr  

(U) Twc EH-43 1 0 scrambled to pick up survivors of an A-1 aircraft down 3 miles Sd of 
Bien Hoe; however, a "MP vehicle had picked up the two crewmen before the helicopters 
arrived on the scene. 

Det 6-38-84-29 Apr 

(U) Medical evacuation of injured soldier from Bien Hoe by an EH-43F. 

Det 6-38-85-7 May 

(U) Patient with a stab wound transported to 93d Ned Evac Hospital from 3d TFW 
dispensary by HE-43F helicopter. 

Det 6-38-86-8 May 

(U) Two HE-43's made hoist pickups of two deceased and seven wounded Army soldiers 
using the stokes litter and the forest penetrator from 11171' 10605E and transported 
them to field hcs]cital near Tay Ninh. 

Det 6-38-89-14 May  

(U) Ned evac of US Army wounded usinc stokes litter and hoist for recovery. 

Det 6758-94-2/ May 

(U) HE-43F recovered wounded soldier by stokes litter and transported him to 93d 
Evac Hospital. 

Det 6-38-97-5 June  

(U) Recovered US Army wounded and deceased personnel from jungle by hoist and flown 
to field hospital. 

Det 6-38-98-6  June   

(U) After hoisting a seriously wounded soldier aboard an HH-43 at 1047N 10705E, the 
helicopter was hit twice by ground fire; the HM was wounded and the engine began 
losing oil. The helicopter was landed in the first available open area. The 
backup HH-43 landed and boarded the two wounded men and took them to the 93d Field 
Hospital. Two Army gunships landed and picked up the rest of the crew, returning 
them to Bien Hoe. Army ground troops secured the downed helicopter until a GE-47 
arrived and airlifted it to Bien Hoa. 

Det 6-38-99-11 June  

(U) Air evacuation of seriously wounded soldiers from 1150N 10735E to Loc Ninh 
using HH-43 helicopters and hoist. 
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