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il 0['$ t{0I[: The foLLowLwg stort1 Ls of a t \edLvac MLssLaw awd
the sxbs equewt shoot-doww of Pedro 74 ow 6)ttwr L36b.
AddLtLowaL vLew polr,r"ts are added bA'Chvtclz NadLer" ecc af
vedro j7 awd (B) Pave MLLstew.

,9a/u* 74

At 1445 hours I was notified by 8'd;SARC (3'o ARRG.Ioint Search & Rescue Center) tha'
the Army needed to evacuate 4 wounded personnel by hoist from the jungle at YS 263
905 ( 1047N 10705 E). (First coordinates were given as XS 263 905 heading 269
de-erees liom Tan Son Nhut) Derlro 74 and Dedro 97 were refueled inrmediately and
rvere airborne at 1455L.

Bien Hoa tower coordinated with the Army and lifted the artillery southeast of
Bien Hoa so that we didn't have to skirt around
tlre artillery fire zone. Dedro 74 and OZ arrived over the pick up area at 1520L. The
Forrvard Air Contr"oller was unable to take off tiom Long Thanh because of a blocked

runway. Contact was made with ("nsling* j3 (armed UH-1B escort helicopter) an<l

also rvith Daaaqo AAailio, (the ground party). U^*.BI(f,BSIIOKE was requested by

fierlro z.l. When ttre "OOO{U 0fUpe" was spotted Dedro zd descended to the pick up

point with pedro OZ flying high cover. and (unsling.r flight circling as RESCAP.

Dedro 74 hoisted 1 seriously wounded in the "stokes" litter and had begun to lower
the fbrest penetrator for a second pick-up.



The jungle canopy was 100 to 125 feet high with heavy jungle undergrowth. As the
forest penetrator was being lowered (approximately 20 feet extended) (1525L) ground
fire tore through the Plexiglas on the pilot's side and at the same time (FE) TSgt
Connon (hoist operator) rvas hit in the calf and thigh.
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Clool //a//ur" (RCC Pedro e7): Dedro 74had cornpleted one hoist pickup using

the "stokes" litter and was lowering the hoist with the forest penetrator fbr a second
rescue when he started taking ground fire. I heard the Anny FM radio say "Get out
Dedro" and I could hear weapons fire through the radio rnic. Hal said something
like "We'r'c been hit" and started to pull out of the area.

#a/ ,9a/u*,' The rotor RPM dropped to 230 and I irnmediately pulled the aircraft up

and to the leti away from the VC weapon fire. My (CP) Capt Potter. who had been

operating the radio transrnitted that we had been hit. Hsaring the transmission, both

gunshiPs closed for escort. fierlro O7 sirnultaneously began descending to aid in case

74went down

Clool tl/o//ur; t,r.cle so,rc irbnr I)t trrrns to li.cep him in sight urcl An<lv Schneirlcr,

thc lllat:k Star photogr;rpher itt ur1' hcrlit'opter hacl his mic cr>rtl tlisc'ortttect alicr ltt-:trittg
"\\'c'\'c l"recrr hit". [-lc thought Lhaf our ]rclicoptcr u'as the onc that had
bet'n hit.

?aru fr/rktet Pl Pedro 97t: The photographer was in our door taking
pictures while we circled the
pickup point and when the shooting started I pulled him away from
the door. We dropped down rather rapidly to get behind the wounded
bird and landed right next to them when they set down. I didn't realize
it at the time, but I accidentally pulled the cameraman's com cord and
he had lost communications. The last thing he heard was "We're
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taking hits" when I shoved him aside and because we were dropping so
fast he thought we were the ones going down.

#a/ ,9a/*,' The aircraft felt like it was sinking. At this time I was mentally

preparing for a crash landing in the trees. (PJ) A2c Sanger began treating Sgt Connon
and also advised that oil was literally pourin_q frorn the ceiling throughout the cabin.
Then the "engine oil low" caution light carne on! We skirnmed along the tops of the
trees trying to stay airbome. The rotor RPM held at 230 and I was able to pick up
airspeed and a shallow climb to about 200 feet above the jungle. I spotted a clearing
next to a rubber plarrtation and I headed the aircralt in that direction. The engine oil
pressurc dropped to zcro and the engine oil tcmpcraturc began to risc. Although
knowing that the clearing was not secure, no choice remained, but to land. I landed the

aircraft with no ftlrther
damagc and shut it dorvn. The crew irnmediately climbed out with \r,eapons in hand to
secure the area. Within 30 seconds, (RCC) Capt Nadler landed Dedro oZ along side
and the "stokes" litter patient and Sgt Connon were transf'erred to his chopper.

Ctoo( tl/a//ur": As soon as we landed, first (PJ) Dave Milsten, then the

photographer exited my aircraft. After hesitating momentarily while taking in the
overall siruation, he started taking pictures. Dave Milsten and Fred Sanger carried the
"stokes" litter with the wounded soldier over to my helicopter. I took otT'*,ith trvo
w,ounded people fiom DedroT4 and the rest were picked up by two Hueys.

(PJ Dave Milsten looks toward Pedro 74)

0a* /t/rktot; I hit the ground. running to get to the downed bird and
Andy Schneider, the photographer was out right behind me. The
wounded Dick Cannon was out and hobbling toward our bird, Salem
and Potter were crouched with their weapons guarding the chopper
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and I figured that Sanger was still in back of the downed bird waiting
for help with the wounded trooper in the "stokes" litter. By this time
the cameralnan must have figured out that we were doing the rescuing
and not getting rescued and he started taking pictures again. I puiled
the litter out of the back of Deelrc 74 and Sanger and I made a mad
dash back to my bird. We took Cannon and the trooper with us and
two Army Huey gunships picked up the rest of 74's crew.

( L to R: PJs Milsten & Sanger
with Capts. Salem & Potter
providing
cover)

(FE Rick Connon
grimaces while being treated)

#a/,9a/u*; (.^nslin g.r

Flight began circling the

area for protection. As
Dedro oT lifled off with
the wounded, one of the

gunshiPs landed but could only take-on one person; Airman Sanger boarded this

aircraft. Capt Potter and I waited for the second Huey and within a minute the second

gunship landed and picked us up. The aircraft was so weighed dorvn with fuel and

ailtmo that when the pilot pulled torque. the Huey just jurnped about 3 feet and
slarnmed back to the ground. When we hit, the skids sprung
aparl acting like a spring flinging us back up and higher into the air. This continued
three more times until we had gained sufficient altitude tbr the nose to be lowered,
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allowing the overloadcd bird to gain speed arTd climb just missin-e the rubber trees at
the opposite end of the clearing. Dale Potter and I just stared at each other in disbelief.

Dedro oz headed for the 93'd Field Evac Flospital with the gunsfrips taking us ro

Long Thanh. We were picked up by a young trooper in a jeep who offered both of us a
cigarette. I had quit about l0 years earlier and I don't think that Dale ever smoked. but
there we sat puffing and getting dizzy while waiting for another ride. The smoking
craze lasted for another month then we both quit.

(Capt. Chuck Nadler outside the 93'd MASH)

t.
The $uhshlps then returned to protect the downed l-Iuskie and within l5 rrrinutes the

three of us were enroute to Bien Hoa aboard another Anny helicopter.

Tlre follou,ing infbrmation was collected alter my return to Bien Hoa. Wl'ren Dedro
7i rvas hit by VC gun fire, Dedro 97 called *IttAyDAy" on Bien Hoa tower
frequency - ivhich Major Kessler heard of the UHF receiver in the aleft trailer. He

becanre airborne in less than I minute in Dedro 73, and departed towards the downed

helicopter. Shortly alter taking off he contacted Capt Nadler in Dedro O7. Nlne-
Seven advised that he had both wounded aboard antl was heading towards the 93'd
Field Evac Hospital. Derlro OZ confirmed that all crew rnembers frorn Dedro l4had
been sat-ely evacuated. Dedro 73 rendezvcluscd witlr Nlne-Seven enroute and both

HH-43Fs landed at the 93"1 F-ield Evac Hospital at 1545L. After unloading the

casualties, Dedros 73 and O7 returned to Bien Hoa, landing at 1555L. Arrangements

were nrade for an Anny CH-47 to helilitt Dedro llback to Bien Hoa AB. The area

surrounding the downed helicopter was secured by Anny ground forces. Dedro 73
and oz deparled Bien Hoa at 1655L with rnaintenance crew and equiprnent to retnove
the rotor blades and otherwise prepare thc downed helicopter for airlift. Derlro 73 and
OZ arrived at the dorvncd aircraft at 1l15L. The downecl chopper was prepared for
airlifi at 1755L. The CH-47 arrived at 1805L and nrade an immediate pickup. All
helicopters returned to Bien Hoa AB without fuither incident at 1835L. Total
sorties/flying hours were l2l5:10 by the 3 HH-43F helicopters. Two combat saves
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were logged. Crew coordination and radio discipline were norrnal. Weather was not a
factor.

(Maintenance personnel SSGI. Cole, SSGI. Vance, A1c Strohaker, and A2c Burnett prepare Dedro 7l
for retrival)
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("Pedro 97 home safe" L to R: PJ Milsten, Capt. Nadler & Capt. King) (L to R: Pilots
Salem, Potter, & Nadler dlscuss the mission)

(L to R: PJ Milsten, Photographer Andy Schneider & Capt. Nadler)
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ARS Crewmembers were:

DedrcT4
RCC Capt Harold D. Salern

CP Capt Dale L. Potter
FE TS-ut Richard L. Connon
PJ A2c Frederick L. Sanger

* **rF * * rf *i< *:1. ****'F *rF * *r.*rF* **** *d<*

Dedro OZ
RCC Capt Charles P. Nadler

CP Capt Karl G. King
FE A I c Gerald C. Hammond Jr

PJ SSgt David E. Milsten

*:f ** rl.* * X** {( {. *{<* *,t* * * *d.****,k ** * *

Dedro 73
RCC Major Maurice G. Kessler

CP 1't Lt Mark C. Schibler
FE Alc Alexander Montgornery

PJ A3c Gordon C. Thayer

**<* {<*,F * * *{.)t* **** ** * ** * ******** *:f *

Det 6 maintenance crew deployed to rig the downed chopper
for airlift included:

SSgt Williarn D. Cole
SSgt Larry G. Vance

A I c Richard N. Strohaker
A2c Charles H. Burnett
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