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?Meg Det 1, 3 ARM? (GAO Melvin a: Upson) 
	

5 June 1966 , • -' 

4U3JL7CTI Hied= aireatige 	t-3-35. 3 JOAO 1966  

TOt 3 AMP A20 96307 

On 3 Jena 1966 we departed from Da Smog A3, TN at 0455 hours, in an 111.1-468 
aircraft*  to perfarm a premationare combat memos orbit aver the Gulf of Tankim 
and the "mast of earth Vietnam& 

At 0e25 hours a U.3* Naval Destroyer informed U3 that they vex* painting a 
Mae Day smeawk. about 30 eilee smith meet of cur orbit position. The destroyer than 
vele us radar vectors to the area of the diet:reseed aireraft. 

Abercuta to the moose of ection we hada 41.0 contact with the leader of a 
flight of 2-105 sire:Daft mho told es that his number three winces& had been hit 
iA over the target, in the Deng Nei area, and had ponehed oat over the water. 

He interned um that the doened nilot man Ilk miles off the benahaaa two miles 
north of the river at Deng Aoi, that he had radio contact with the downed pilot who 
was drifting towards the shore and that the downed Alot was elerienaing nevem 
enemy gunfire °ram the labors in the farm of small AZMO, reeoilesa rifle and mortar 
fire. Jerequested the r-405 f114:at to maxim a fire eappresalea =et aver the beach 
and they then informed us that the enemy fire had ceased. 

I made a call in the hlind over guard obannei te the effect that we were s 
rescue aircraft on 3M emergeney mission and for any aircraft in the vioinity to come 
to our assistance for tee =rpose of suo?ressing enemy ground fire. This cull vas 
immuiately answered by 	eorm ;ad Navy aircraft among which we identified faar 
Al's, three P-105'11 and few r4Cesa 

Centaet wan made aagmard Manna with the damned pilat Who wee instrnoted to 
light a smoke flare and innediately upon tatt doing so, we as positive identifioation 
of hiu exact location. 

The open O&M oendition aonsisted of a primary swell, five feet in height moving 
in the direction of 30101), esoondary smell*  two to three feet in height moving in 
the direction of 2210° end the wind out of the south at abont 5 to 8 ktea Ma order 
to keep free overflyieg ti e aommtline we sleeted to land on a heading of 200°, ehioh 
wac elnost emeallel to the riloary swell bat quartering into the 'legendary. Thin 
gave es aim. bed manents on tomayiew& emd as aresult the aircraft experienned a 
ba4ly damaged right alsveter during the landiqg at 04845 hoer*. 

Immetiately aftemrtomehdomm* all hell broke loons In the fora of eximmar 
*mgr. snow fire from the shame. sevenaL large explisiesseesearred within 50 yards 
of the aircraft end the sound of mall arms firs tessalimet.eontimmens. Aso. 
epprolobed the domed pi1E04. the pegiomommakinandWrie Into the gatereadvith as 
tied *round hie waist, saint* the pilot, vamped the pilot:labia arm mei than 
tha ttlic or than were palled to the aircraft by the flight agehania and the flying 
arum chief. As they attempted to BELL the pilot into the 110-16, it we Nand that 
the rope "thigh fastened his one nmeldlingOy to his abate harness vas tanigLedaround 
his logs and they couldn't pail hin inside. The zndlo operetar raced heck and with 
his knife, out the rope and then assisted in brieging the pilot and the pararesoug 
man award. 

Durieg the entire ;eriod on the eater, the reeetic continued to wand the 
sham lino. .1though the enemy fire did not stop or gem slow down, after the first 
flurry the emu:racy of the fire deteriometed to ebout 100 of whet it 4a4 been 



r 	- 
Aa scan as all were seaurel,;• aboard the aircraft, a high speed Uri ran was 

initiated directly away fraa the share and almost directly Into the faae of the 
oTittag7 moll. Atter Abent A half ails, aoneono in the aft of the aircraft reported 
surface explosions rapidly approachiag the aircraft &On the rear. An we aade a 
quick 60°  tumn to the left, we observed an examion about 50 feet in front of the 
aircraft and in line with our original direction of leovement. Ournew heading at 
360P ?laced us on a quirt:crime beading to the both swell oystams and vim down 
wind however a successful he off was acaomplished awl a rcatine rebamws nods 
tO art Nang. 

All  the crew members perfornod their duties in an  saltrenely competent fashion. 
have never before seen =oh outatandlney profeezional eooperatim, and know full 

well  that  without this eroellence on the ?Art af all the crew members, this nisei= 
could not bave been st:cceeleal. 

401Cia1 notice ust be taken of the excellent aux;ort provided by the roaoap 
aircrmft who reportod In after our il on guard channel.. As we departed the area 

locked 'Jack 3nd mem about a three mils litretah of shore tit WWI conplataly 
licked cut by smoke, dust and flainc *Ada. amok-a billcus up to three =four 
thsuzand feet indicated the intensity and high qxplosive 2ower iC the sup2ort ve 
reoeived. 

;Italti* 3: Upson 
Zaptain USA? 
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31 ARRSq Hist, Apr-Jun 66 

for deployment to Southeast Asia, 

(3) This quarters total of 81 orbit/escort missions was 16 
below last quarters. 

(4) The NORS rate for the HU-16 aircraft for the quarter was 
O. This extends the zero NORS rate to seven consecutive months. 
The NOES rate for the H13-43 aircraft was .83. 

(5) Loudspeakers were installed on one of the squadrons Hi-43B's 
an 10 June making this aircraft a more effective rescue vehicle, 

b. Missions of Special Interest During the quarter. 

(1) Combat missions involving personnel recovery: 

3 June 1966 - Southeast Asia  mission. While on 
precautionary orbit an energency call was received by an HU-16 
which immediately proceeded toward the area. When the albatross 
was twenty-five Dulles from the scene, a signal from the downed 
pilots emergency radio was received. The flight leader of the 
downed aircraft reported the pilot in a raft in the water two miles 
from shore. The raft was under fire from the shore. The HU-16 landed 
parallel to the shore on the water. Upon landing, shore batteries 
opened up and the HU-16 came under very heavy fire. The pararescueman 
jumped into the water and swam to the downed pilot, attached a rope to 
the raft and both were then pulled aboard the HU-16. The HU-16 then 
took off amidst heavy fire from the shore. Several near misses during 
the take-off made two attempts necessary. The survivor was successfully 
delivered to the air base where his condition  was  described as good. 
Crew: Rescue Crew Commander  Capt Melvin H Kapson;  Co-Pilot Capt David 
W Haines;  Navigator Capt Robert V Maybury„ Flight Mechnnic SSgt Dennis 
L Rioux; Radio Operator SSgt Ralph S Schreiner;  Pararescueman A2C Henry 
C Kirk; Crew  Chief AZ Trevor Wiloyd. 

(2) Other missions of Special Interest. 

(a) HU-16 Search Mission 31-016-11 April. Notified by 
13th Air eorce Joint Search and Rescue Center (13JSAUC) of man 
overboard from USS Monitor, An HU-16B was airborne at 0605 to 
participate in the search; however negative results. Mission was 
suspended on 11 April. Crew: Rescue Crew Commander Capt David W Haines; 
Co-Pilot Gapt Danny J Roberson; Navigator Capt John A Gilreath; Flight 
Mechanic SSgt Ronald 0 Dunagan; Radio Operator AlC Barnard F Wood. 
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	  •C•4314r1Verrrirt.  3d AaRGp Hist, Apr - Jun 

..)2t 1-3-28-11 kimy  

(c) F-105 crashed nt 17431' 10638E; SAR efforts suspended due to negbtive 
contts e,'" leads, End the high possibility that pilot perished in the 
crush. 

Det 1-3-30-14 iiy  

(e) Rescue HU-16 was diverted from SAR orbit to look for an F4C last reported 
at 17451.: 10623E. Arec. covered completely but mission suspended when no valid 
lends were uncovered. 

Jet 1-3-31-14 Hay  

(U) VNAI AIR crashed 	badly burned at 1718N 10634E. Use of nelicupters 
impossitle due to small arms fire and proximity of AA fire. SiR efforts 
suspended. 

Jet 1-3-32-15 May  

(U) SR helicopters lccrted the crnsh of a USE0 helicopter vt 1551E 10808Z. 
No survivors discernible in burned out wreckage. 

Det 1-3-34-31 May  

(C) A C-130 on a classified flight plan had a last known Position in the 
Gulf of Tonkin. Extensive SAR efforts produced negative lends or contacts 
with the missing aircraft or crew. 

Jet 1-3-35-3  June 	 (e 

(C) An HU-16 made an open sea pickup of a downed F-105 pilot nt 1735E 106401!;. 
During the recovery small arms and mortars were fired at the aircraft from 
shore but it was not hit. Survivor returned to Daliang. 

Det 1-3-36-7 June  

(C) An F-105 pilot ejected from his aircraft 10 NM off shore at 1723R 10653E. 
An RU-16 flying a precautionary orbit in the Gulf of Tonkin was vectored to 
the scene and made a normal open SP". landing. The pararescuemun with a ring 
line attached swam to the pilot i. his raft; both were pulled aboard and the 
•...ircraft recovered at DaNang. 

Jet 1-3-37-10 June  

(C) Deceased pilot of 01E recovered from burned out aircraft by 1111-43 helicopter 
at 162841 10622E. 

Det 1-38-1-4 May 

(U) Seven wouraPd Vietnamese civilians airlifted by HE-43's from Tuy Phong to 
Ph;:..n Rang hospital. 

DECLASSIFIED 
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, ■ cries from the Gulf Only one ease could be cited N% here an attempted 

recovery failed. 
28 On that occasion. the aircraft was destroyed by 

based mortar fire after landing and while effecting the recovery. The 

downed crew members and the HU-16 crew, minus the radio operator and 

;).,rarescueman who were killed, were later recovered by a Navy helicopter. 29 

The aircraft's outstanding success, in a hostile environment, was largely 

!tic to the RESCAP provided and the proficiency of the HU-16 aircrews. 

Recoveries were made where as little as two minutes elapsed between 

touchdown and takeoff." The following account of a typical water recovery 

in the Gulf of Tonkin was provided by a mission narrative report: 31 

On 3 June 1966 we departed from Da Nang AB, RVN 
at 0455 hours, in an HU-16B aircraft. to perform a 
precautionary combat rescue orbit over the Gulf of 
Tonkin and the coast of North Vietnam. 

At 0825 hours a U. S. Naval Destroyer informed us 
that they were painting a May Day squawk about 30 
miles south west of our orbit position. The destroyer 
then gave us radar vectors to the area of the distressed 
aircraft. 

En-route to the scene of action we made UHF contact 
with the leader of a flight of F-105 aircraft who told us 
that his number three wingman had been hit by AA over 
the target, in the Dong Hoi area, and had punched out 
over the water. 

He informed us that the downed pilot was 1 1/2 miles 
off the beach and two miles north of the river at Dong 
Hoi, that he had radio contact with the downed pilot who 
was drifting towards the shore and that the downed pilot 
was experiencing severe enemy gunfire from the shore 
in the form of small arms. recoiless rifle and mortar 
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are. We requested the F-105 flight to make a fire 
suppression run over the beach and they then intortned 
us that the enemy fire had ceased. 

I made a call in the blind over guard channel to the 
effect that we were a rescue aircraft on an emergency 
mission and for any aircraft in the vicinity to come LO 

our assistance for the purpose of suppressing enemy 
ground fire. This call was immediately answered by 
Air Force and Navy aircraft among which we identified 
four AlEts, three F-I05's and four F4C's. 

Contact was made on guard channel with the downed 
pilot who was instructed to light a smoke flare and 
immediately upon his doing so, we made positive identi-
fication of his exact location. 

The open sea condition consisted of a primary swell, 
five feet in height moving in the direction of 300 °, a 
secondary swell, two to three feet in height moving in 
the direction of 220 0  and the wind out of the south at 
about 5 to 8 kts. In order to keep from overflying the 
coastline we elected to land on a heading of 200 0 , which 
was almost parallel to the primary swell but quartering 
into the secondary. This gave us a few bad moments on 
touchdown and as a result the aircraft experienced a 
badly damaged right elevator during the landing at 0845 
hours. 

Immediately after touchdown, all hell broke loose in 
the form of extremely severe enemy fire from the shore, 
several large explosions occurred within 50 yards of 
the aircraft and the sound of small arms fire was almost 
continuous. As we approached the downed pilot, the 
pararescueman dove into the water and with a rope tied 
around his waist. swam to the pilot, grasped the pilot 
in his arms and then the two of them were pulled to the 
aircraft by the flight mechanic and the flying crew chief. 
As they attempted to pull the pilot into the HI.1-16, it was 
found that the rope which fastened his one man dinghy to 
his chute harness was tangled around his legs and they 
couldn't pull him inside. The radio operator raced back 
and with his knife. cut the rope and then assisted in 
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bringing the pilot and the pararescueman aboard. 

During the entire period on the water, the rescap 
continued to pound the shore line. Although the enemy 
fire did not stop or even slow down, after the first 
flurry the accuracy of the fire deteriorated to about 
10% of what it had been initially. 

As soon as all were securely aboard the aircraft, a 
high speed taxi run was initiated directly away from the 
shore and almost directly into the face of the primary 
swell. After about a half mile, someone in the aft of 
the aircraft reported surface explosions rapidly 
approaching the aircraft from the rear. As we made 
a quick 600  turn to the left, we observed an explosion 
about 50 feet in front of the aircraft and in line with our 
original direction of movement. Our new heading of 
3600  placed us on a quartering heading to the both swell 
systems and going down wind however a successful 
take off was accomplished and a routine return was 
made to Da Nang. 

All the crew members performed their duties in an 
extremely competent fashion. I have never before seen 
such outstanding professional cooperation. and know full 
well that without this excellence on the part of all the 
crew members, this mission could not have been suc-
cessful. 

Special notice must be taken of 'he excellent support 
provided by the rescap aircraft who reported in after our 
call on guard channel. As we departed the area I looked 
back and saw about a three mile stretch of shore that 
was completely blacked out by smoke, dust and flying 
debris. Smoke billows up to three of four thousand feet 
indicated the intensity and high explosive power of the 
support we received. 

The HU-16's flew a total of 2,658 sorties in SEA during this time 

. "1 4 . . and only two were lost. (Ref Tab A, page 36 .) One of those lost 
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Malta Aft if 3 AM? (04pi 1vin 	Sap* =) 

IVIJUTI Mamie* ilmtettve 

!Ow 5 AMP APO 9077 

' I 
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NO 	  

Oa 5 June tpii vo dipeeNSALftselle ■ MOrg Al, MIN atom 	is em 10.4611 
siserift, te pests= npommatimmey Omest SMAINS 0111** elm, the 	at tweiris 
mud the meet et Mirth lieteem. 

AS NO home • 11-.3. Areal aeoimoyee informed se that lbw mese palettes 
Mir Bey egreettebeat )0 miles eolith west at ear whit yesitlee. The deeireper thee 
gime ve mmime1m4MAms to the mrea at the disCreesed adrenal. 

Mipreele 
 

to the imam at sotto& ve - amde ar pollee% with the 'setae at a 
/Sight et MOO, element, who told an that his member those %rimmed' had bees hit 

cm the taw% Ms the Bose Alai area, And had meshed oot over the 
lb 

	water* 
imfirmed ee that the downed uilOt mot 4 Nilo. off the beech Amd too miles 

meth of the rives et Domg Mai, that ha bed rmdia semtmet with the toward pilot who 
emm dmifidmg towards the shore And that the dolemet pilot vas esperiesoleg severe 
tow gunfire from tie shore in the farm of small AMMO, resoilese rifle sod marine 
gills V% reqeseted eta F■105 f1i4ht to maks a flee aappreemtoe rem over the beach 
emd they thee Wormed as that the foamy fire had oescedw 

I made a sail is toe blind cliWt oloiet it1waX4h1 to the ef.aot taa$ as awry a 
Mleeemo aircraft is is eeergenry missies and for Aar siremet In Vulb ViOiRltr to oeme 
is our ansisismas for tht emrposw of euppreseisK teal /mind fize• This 40011  VIL4  Immediately mmeweeet by Air 'Orli* and levy airesaft meow widen ws 	 four 
•11JIMe, three 11‘105.1 aid fear fdates 

Cmalmei wee made am guard channel with the downed allot aho aro imatemeted to 
110* a smoke flame end immediately spot his dotal soi vs 1164e Positivt identiriestiot et his ereet loestios. 

Vto apes mee condition oaneisiod ot a primery swell, five feet is hetekt yorviseg - 

is the diseettea at )000, a secomdary swell, two te.thmee feet is height mieleg is 
„the timeiler at 220. and the wind out et the south at About 5 to s kis. la ester 
_01 beep fear everayieg the eoestlime we sleated to lama os a headier et Wee Alla 
Lie oleert perellsi te the primary asell but quartering into ths anabattlarra This

41,11 us a few bad siummie on tosektowa mud us a result the ftirewan experismest 
ledly demerit right elevator daring the Loathe at 080 hoar*. 

ameedietel, After tomehdato. All hell broke loops in the form at extremely 
ipmsgs wow fire from the ehoss, selechl large explecdome oeserred within 50 pods 
et the aireraft amd the sound of emell Arms fire was aLmoet coatizesace As we 
afforoschod the doemot rilst, the pearasemeav Van dOPOS LOG the wo.ter Amd with a mope 
tied ensued his wet" eemm to the pilot, grasped the pilot in his ammo amd thee 
ihe two at then mere pullol to the Massa% hy the nigh* meehomio And *be flying 
Seer &def. As they ettompted to pall the pilut Into the MD-$6, it waa towed thkt 
tho rope which tseiesed his omo mma dime* to his °hate hammees was trawled Arevesd 
bie lege amd they eolidett pall hie bride. The radio operator resod 1.gek amd with 
JON kmdfe4 eel the repo mod thee eeeistelt is briaging the pilot and the parameeeme 
1110 absec46 

Momieg the amities period an the eater, the remake oomilaned to pommd the 
11.0MM% lims. Although the clomp fire did hot atop or elms slow dome  after the first 

..ilbxsy the aseammemy of the fire doieriornied to stout 110% Of Ohst it 101.4 been 	- • - 
limitioUx, 



As 004111 ae all woe eseurel7 etaare the elamemitto  a high *peed toed MIR MOO 
initiated asee$41,  Auer teas the obese mot amulet dlreelAY Lai* the fads of  the 
alitekrr suell. Vier shoat &hell nil" SallS4110 la the attar the eSseemet reperted 
oreeraele •2p1001ams Nagai efseosetier the sistemtt from the mosift As se eras 
Wish 60. tiomm to tato bort, 111 otermatea emplimamm abort $6 foot is fame, of the 
eizematt NM Am Ilse with ear oriatag $issiltilia of irommite Om mew hooding et 
3601  pi/teed us au a lesstesisff hoodiat I0  Om both somotil Witems and doliag dam 
els* however a eseeseeful tale aft woo oessOgiehld 	& ~am rotor& vam *see 
to Be Mem. 

. All the grow monheow performed their duties Ls am estxemay eaevetest teatime 
I time weer Ware sees each ootrtoatiaglx prafesetiesel aaopezetlts, mod bum tU 
well that without this exoelleses an the pftrt.--Jf all the arm seatams, thisriseies 
meld sat_home bees eradeeeafel. 

&postal mortlis two* be takes of the ersollout smart ProllAsd  a.1  the reeeep 
eisereti who reported le after cur e,11 en auard ohassel. As we /*parted the mama 
I lisoNed beak end sow about a three ulln ltsetsS sr shame cbstt sss sos lasisly 
ULftelleed out br =oho, &at and fljleg debris, leohe,hillows wao to Vane as four 
thomommi Not indiested the intensity end high elpleelve power of the eep?ext ye 
resolved. 
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