
ACK FROM THE  NORTH Para) 

Ewers  of  Bolton Harisnr,  Mich. Aft), 

g, N.Y., have good reason  for their sm 

;urs on the ground  after the retue t 

ten Bias Phu in North  Vietnam. (U.S. 

Mama 	Item's of Arort It  

Paramedics Rescue Pilots 
Downed At Dien Bien Pint 

SAIGON — Two Air Force 
paramedics braved he-avy enemy 
gun fire near the North Vietnam 
village of Men Bien Phu lice:. 6. 
The descended from "Jolly 
Green Giant" helicopters in 
connection with the dramatic 
rescue of  two  RF-AC Phantom 
pitote. 

One  reconnaissance pilot, the 
.eireraft commander, had been 
quick!y recovered but the hack 
:,eat pilot was inksred  and 
required esxintance. 

Paramedic A2C Robert U. 
Bowers, 19, of Benton Ilirbor, 
Mich., deeceeded from the first 

.1Iy Green with  a litter.  The 

medic secured the pilot for 
hoist, hut was left aground when 
enemy gunfire raked and disabl-
ed his  hovering  chopper. The 
chopper hoisted  the injured 
pilot aboard  and withdrew from 
the  orea. 

"I tried to  get  into  the lifter 
with  the  pilot but  decided I 
couldn't  hold on."  Airman Bowers 
said  he heard  outornofic  fire 
from a nearby  hill  cfter the 
chopper bit.  tie moved °way 
from  the  area and hid  in  the 
brush. 

"Everything was quiet for 
about t5 minutes. Then  I heard 
whistling back and forth.  There  

wag movement in the Gestic&  I 
covered myself up with leaves 
and just  waited." 

Airnrsan  Bowers  was  ssnawere 
that  a parereseue  man  bad later 
dropped front another Jolly 
Green to  eearell  f.r him. Ile  -was 
AtC  Franklin U. Stevson,  21, 
t)iming,  N•Y. 

•  dropped  about  26 yards 
away  from  where  Airman Bo-
wers  bad  been  lowered. As 
soon as  I  sent the  penetrator 
buck  up  to  the helicopter  the 
ridge  1  Ns.as facing seemed to 
open up with  small arms fire. 
My  Jelly Green was  forced  to 
take off," Airman Steeson  said. 

Airman  Stevson toy  face  down 
until the ground fire subsided. 
Each time he orose to seek Air-
men  Bowers, the gunfire opened 
up  from  the opposite sidge,") 
mode contact with the  "Sandy" 
oircro ft  tek- bE  Skyraidersj  circling 
obove and directed him to drop 
ordnance near the  heavy gun-
fire" 

The  Santirs, Maj. Everett L. 
Thoroas Jr.,  Belton.  Tex.: Capt. 
John P. Tillander, Ifamptoo, Va., 
and Capt. William le Fuchlow, 
El Paso, Tex., made passes en 
the weapons  site  and stilled 
the-.gunfire. 

Another Jolly Green, 	the 
third helicopter to enter the 
rescue  operation,  cattle  in anti 
spotted  Airtnen  Stevcon  end 
Bowers.  .tirmen Bowers was 
rescues'  first  and a minute later 
Airman letevson was  - hoisted  to 
the  chopper. 

Airmanilowers  had  been down 
for two hours,  Airman  Sievson 
an hour-and-a-half. 

The paramedics agreed that 
the  svhistIe they hegrd  s“-re 
from enemy troops combing 
the  jangie. 


