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Paramedics Rescue Pilofs
Downed At Dien Bien Phu

SAIGON — Two Air Foree
paramedics braved heayy enemy
gun fire gear the North Vietnsm
village of Dien Bien Phu Dec. 6.
They degcended from ‘delly
Green Giant” helicoplers in
ceuneruon with the dramatic
reseue of lwo RF-AC 'Phantom
piiois.

One reconnalssance pilot, the
gireraft commander, had been
quickly recovered bot the back
seal pilet was iojured and
required assistance.

Paramedic A20 Robert 0.
Bowers, 19, of Benton Harber,
Mich., descended [rom the lirst

lly Girecn with a litter. The

medic  secored the pilot for
hoigl, but was left sground when
enemy gunfive raked a2nd disshl-
ed his hovering chopper. The
chopper hoisted the injured
pilat abeard and withdrew from
the area.

| tried to get into the jiffer
with the pilot but decided |
couldn't hold on” Airmon Bowérs
said he heard oulomofic fire
from a nearby hill cfter the
chepper left. He moved owoy
fram the orea and hid in the
brush.

“Evervthing was guolt for
sboul 15 minutes, Then [ heard
whisiling back and forth. There

was movement in the buoshes, |
covered mysell up wilh leaves
and jost waited.” '

Airman Howers was unawgre
that & pararescuc man had later
dropped from asother Jally
Green to search for bim, lle was
AC Franklin D. Stevson, 21,
Ossining, N.Y.

“I drepped abeuot 20 vards
awqy from where Airman Be-
wers bad been lowered, As
soon ag 1 sent the penetralor
back up to the helicopter the
sidge 1 was facing seemed to
open up with small arms fire.
My Jelly Green wae foreeid to
take olf,” Airman Stevson sald.

Alrmen8tevson loy foce down
unfil the ground fire subsided.
Eoch time he orose to seek Alr-
man Bewerz, the gunfire opened
up from the opposite ridge. 't
mode contoct with the “Sandy’
alreraft (A-LE Skyreiders) circling
cbove and directed him to drop
ordnance near the heavy gun-
fire

The Sandys, Maj. Lverett L.
Thomas Jr., Beltoa, Tex.; Capt.
John P. Tillander, Hnmp_ma‘ Vo
and Capt. Willlam 1), Fuchlaw,
El Paso, Tex., made passes on
the weupons site  and stilled
the-gunfire,

Another Jolly (ireen, the
third helicopter te enter ihe
rescue operation, came in snd
_spotied Airmen Stevsan and
Bowers. Airman Powers was
rencued [irstand 3 minote later
| Airman Stevion was holsted to
| the chopper.

' Airman Bowers bad been down
for two hours, Airman Slevsen
[ an hour-and-u-hall.

The paramedics agreed thal
the whistles they hesrd were
from enemy ircops combing
| the jungle.

RACK FROM THE NORTH — Pararescue specialists, A1C Robert 5
Bowers of Benton Harhor, Mich. (sft), and Franklin D. Smrm Oystn-|
ing, N.Y., have good teason for their smiles. They both speat almost iwo
hours on the ground after the tescue of w0 reconnadssance piots oo
Dien Bisn Phu in North Vietnam. (.S, Afr Fam: Pheto)




