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CONFIDENTIAi. 

(c) A Marine F.!B -..·n.s down at 1618N l063SE. A C-130 in the a r ea adi:i sed SAR Control 
tM.t he had es"ta:>li.she::l voi:;e contact with both flie::-:s. The C-130 reported t~t 
the pilot was being pu~s~~d by unfriendlies and the RO lu:.d e broken legp and they 
were not together . The pilot was asked to release sooke when the ID1-3E's arr1ved. 
This he did p er..l!.::ir_g an llli-3E to pick him up from n :ec foo t hover. The RO whQ 
we.s unable t-0 move 9 rtleased smoke and the same HTI-3E mar-e~"ered to pick him up. 
The Rescue Tecr!!lician was lowered on the forest penetrator hoist to assist the 

· RO in gett~r.g en it; howeverp as he touched the ground a burs t of ~mall arms fire 
hit the helicopter. The hoist oper~tor was hit in the shoulder, the hoist be---ame 
inopexetive and the IDi-3E withdrew from the area. The ot~er m.-3E attempted · 
pickup but t'.l sc w::. th drew after being hit four tke s by grot;ndfire. After fire 
suppression rc.:ns by the A.lE 1 Sp mi=ror flt:.shes f=om thE: dm.T-ed ::\0 p~pointed his 
position. ii.lE' s d.:-oppcd white phosphorous bom:is betvaen the RO e.nd -;;he origin 
of g+"Oundf!.re e.s th€ B.TI-3 made his approach. ShielC.ed by ~he sroke screen, the 
helicopter :o;:ered the forest penetrator f=om a ::25 hover <..'.nd the RO got on it 
unassisted. o~ r;-;covery the RO stated he did not see the H.es~ue Technician a.t 
any time. The ~ext ::ln.y at first light the S.Ali farce ret'.!r'..ied to the same are~ 9 
spotted a s:null red pe.nel a:::1d a men waving. .Ar. fill-3E ;;;ov::!d. !.n 9 lowered the hoist 
and :x,-etrieved the Rescue Technici~ (AlC George £. l:iunt . 9 who M.d been · 
surrcur.ded ~y hostile troops all night. 

Det 2-3-LB 29 ~nr 

(C) A USHC pilot of an F4C W!:.S reported down at l 708N lo602E. Beepers were hee.:::d 
in the area; how~verp SAR efforts produced no visun.l or voi~e oont~~ts. l'1ission 
suspended due t~ strong possibility that unfriendlies were i~~olved in laying a 
trt".p. 

Det 2-2-49-29 Apr 

(C) An RF-101 d:;w!! ar.d 2130N l0415E resulted in a ser..rc.t. for ce of Rc-n0 . two HH-3E 1 sp 
two ilE' e l'l.nd t! Mig Cap of F-4C 1 s. On the first de.y of scerc!:. 9 1011d beeper sigr.als 

were received b~t SAR fc~ces were withdrewn when huze an~ d~rk::l.ess rendered EH-3 
pickup t.:nd additioru:i.l low level visual search ine!!ecti7e . ~lso one of the AlE's 
was lost in the -:icini t.r of the downed RF-101. The next d~.y • s SAR objPc tive Wa.s 
for both pilots; however, during the morning the force was a tta.ched ·by;, four MIG' s. 
The MIG' s were intercepted by two F-4C 1 s and one HIG was dc,,.;ned. Due to cloud · 
cover the SA?. !''Jrce withdrew but returned in the afterncor... wle' k beepers were 
bee.rd but may ha.Ye cooe from the automatically activl'.ted :::aC.io attached t" the 
parachute. !il~J.r& see.rch produced no visual or ele~trc~~c co~tecte therefd~f~. 
mission suependsd. ., 

~~~· ~ . : .... . 
Det 2-3-5 .l . .. • •• • • 

. ~ . . .... ·.· . . . ~~ : . . . ..... ·-: . 

' (c) An AlE pilot \ms recovered from e. mountain side t:.t 19481: 10356E; deep in hostile 
territory. Recovery wr:.s by HH-3 helicopter using th~ fcrest pen&trator~oist. SAR 
force consisted of HC-l~O, BH-3E1s, Alli:'e and F4C's. Heavy ground fire prevented 
pickup of the p~lot on the first day's attempt; on the second day the AlE 1 s dropped 
phosphorous bombs for smoke cover prior to the HH-3E going i n for a successful 
recoverJ• 

11 .. ~ •. 

CONFi.DENTIAL 
.. ; . 

':- !'""' ·::- ··~: ---

.: 0 . 

. •. ;.-

~-. 

Robert1
Line

Robert1
Line



CITATION TO ACCOMPA.i'\JY THE AWARD OF 

THE DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS 
(FIRST OAK LEAF CLUSTER) 

TO 

AARON D. FARRIOR 

Staff Sergeant Aaron D. Farrior distinguished himself by 
heroism while participating in aerial flight as a pararescueman 
on a rescue helicopter over hostile territory on 1 !lay 1966. On 
that date, Sergeant Farrior made three desperate atte~pts to 
rescue a:n American pilot who was forced to bail out o~ his d1s-
a bled aircraft over hostile territory. On each attempted rescue, 
Sergeant Farrior's aircraft was raked by hostile fire. Because 
of the battle damage to his rescue helicopter, Sergeant Farrior 
was forced to withdraw from the area. The outstanding heroism 
and selfless devotion to duty displayed by Sergeant Farrior 
reflect great credit upon himself and the United Stat9s Air Force. 



Downed Flyer Outruns Reds, 
Is Rescued by Copter Next Day 

American Airman Hides in Hi 11 s m 
North Viet Nam Through Night 

SAIGON, South Viet Nam, fire opened up. 
May 2 (AP) - A United States This happened once again late 
t\ir Force pilot outran Commu· In the afternoon, with bulletJ 
nist pursuers afoot in ttie moun· s•icing through the cockpit or 
tains of North Viet Nam last one helicopter. 
night and rescue helkopters A rlareehip wu caHed in to aid 
plucked him to Hfety at dawn in a ni1ht pickup1 but Jngalls 
today. d1d not want his position pin· 

Three heHcopter atte mpts late pointed by the flares. 
' esterday afternoon to rescue Air Force Col. Arthur W. Beal, 
'!:ii.pl. ames . Ingalls of Palo from Orlando, Fla., commande r 
Al to, Calir .. were driven off by of the Third Aerospace Recovery 
::omm untst ground fire. l nga41s Group, was controlling the res-
1ad parachuted into the moun· cue via a radio hookup with 
:a ins at 3: ~5 p.m . .after g round Saigon. 
'ire shot down his A· IE Skyraid· " We were certain the Com­
!r when he was flying a forwa rd mun ists would tero in on ln-
1ir control mission over North gall s," said Beal. "The had him 
Viet Nam. surrounded on the ground. I 

He wa~ the 48th pilot brought guess they were looking to shoot 
iut of North Viet Nam ~ the down one of our ships." 
J,S~ Air Forces Third Aero- Jngalls spent the night on the 
ipace Rescue Recovery Group mountain, consl'antly on the 
;ince Jan. I. The group rescued .move. Helicopter• found him at 
20 -downed pilots In the last dawn at a spot far from where 
hree months of '965 he had been the previous after-

Jngalls made immedla~ radio noon. 
:ontact wlth search Skyraiders They went atralght In and 
vho fltM' overhead after he went picked him up without a shot 
!own along the North Viet Nam· being fired. Ingalls had success· 
, aos border. They were led to fully evaded his pursuers. 
iim by the radio "beeper" that The helicopter that picked up 
lll pilots carry in their survival Ingalls was from the aerospace 
tits. group's Fifth Detachment, 
ln~aJJs landed at the base of known as "the Jolly Green 

1 cJirf and two Air Force H-3E Giants" because of the green 
;ikorsky helicopters told him to camouflage paint covering their 
nove a mile down the mount.a·in aircraft. 
lope There was no sign of the The rescue ship was pilote d 
·nemy as one helicopter hovered by Maj . Ealmon L. Stearman, 
•ver Ingalls. Suddenly, hidden Sulphur Springs, Tex., and Oapt. 
,unners opened fire from the David C. Henry of Phlladelph!.a, 
urroundlng jungle_, driving the Pa. The crew chief wu Staff 
el1copter off. Sgt. Theodore H. Houngblood or 
Inga lls. ca rrying h is radio, Skidmore, Mo., the parareacue 

l'&S instructed to run farther crewman was Aircraftsman Wll­
"est. The helicopters flew down liam_ D. Brotten ot Scotland 
:> anothe! _ c~~.r~g. More gro~_n_d_!l~k, N.C. _ _ _ 

30 Aircraft and 40 Men Help 
Save U.S. Pilot in N. Viet Nam 

SAIGON, South Viet Nam, 
March 28-As a farm boy, Air 
Force F irst Lt. Kenneth D. 
Thomas Jr. al Mount Auburn, 
lll., never ttiought he could be 
the center al so much ettentron. 

For more than a day, 30 
American aircreft and 40 airmen 
hovered over the mountains of 
North Viet Nam to try to pluck 
the 25-year-0Jd jet pilot Crom 
deep in e.nemy territory. 

They got thei-r man, adding 
another heroic chapter to the 
story of the air rescue men who 
go af~r downed American pilots 
in the North VM!t Natnese heart­
land. 

, Thomas had just finished a 
t strike last Wednesday against 

I aome tnlcks in the Mugia pus, 
75 mUes north al tne seven· 

teenth parallel, wben bis plane 
was hit. 

"The shot damaged my con­
trol system and I headed west 
toward the mountai ns away 
from the valley," Thomas told 
reporters today. "Then I lost 
control and I was upside down 
when I ejected. 

Mask Ripped OH 
"The wind ripped my helmet 

and oxygen mask off. A gust 

l 
carried me over the crest of a 
mountain and I came down in 
very rugged terrain." · 

The Third AeroepJCe Rescue 
and Reoove,-y Group w11s alert· 
ed to Thomas's distress . Capt. 
William E. Cowell, of Kailua, 
HIM'aii, and his crew went to 
their • JoUy Green Giant," a 
helicopter equipped witti a 
winch, and headed north. Fly­
ing with them were four Sky-

rE iders-two to search for the 
p t .ot a nd two to suppress enemy 
ground fire-and a C-130 trans­
port witn electronic gear to aid 
tte operation. 

Jets were called in to provide 
a r cover. 

Within a half hrour, Thomas 
h.1d been found and Cowell pi· 
lc ted his tielicopter In tOWtlrd 
tte mountain . I 

" He (Thomas) was on a thin 
1£dge ol a cliff and the air was 
very tumulent," Cowell said. 
" tried five times to get in and 
tten ran out <i fuel. A second 
h ?licopter tried and then a third 
was called in. When it couldn't 
rr ake it he dropped food •nd 
p "OV'isions." 

Second Effort 
~ dart<ne51 settled, the res­

et e task foroe flew bac:k to the 
b.tse and planned 1be next day's 
O':>eration. 

Thom.as: "During the !Ught I 
hl>ard 90me peopie shout and a 
few gun shots. I cni.wled under 
t:te ledge and oat-napped. 

" At 6 in dle morning I started 
h.kiing. I wore out the seat ol 
rr y flying suit getting down that 
rrountain. I knew they would 
t ry to rescue me." 

The search planes quickly re­
~ined contact with Thomas, who 
c. imbed end . craW'led to • nlf'· 
rem box canyon where he fuund 
a clearing about 4 p.m. 

Cowell: "I hadn' t seen him 
b 1t I was talking to him and he 
'\\IS in good spirits, He wu in a 
lo.loot cleal1ing through trees 
&)Ollt 240 reet high. We dropped 
!! e mist (on which the cable ~ 
2' -0 feet loog) tx> the pile ol rocks 
\\here 'Ibomas O\WS standing." 



FRCMt Det 1, 3RD .ARRGP (Capt David L. Westen~arger) 

SUBJECT~ Mission Narrative No. 1-3-27 5 ~ 1 6 

TOt 3 ARRGP APO U.S. J!'Rftlil§ 96307 

f 

6 M~y 1966 

1. While on SAR St~tion, we received simultanious r adio calls. from Fleet Fox 
and fusy: Bee Le vising tbat('igi,y:: Bee 605 had b ed out at d~tea/ 
\g_~ ON ~07 S.JE. fusy Bee Lead stated that the pi lot was in. t~..._~l,:tei(~ately. 

2. We departed station promptly and dispitched our RE:3CAP, Electron 503, in. 
front of us to provide cap for the downed. pilot. We. requested lhsy Bee Lead to 
reI:lB.in on statio·n until releaved by Electron Flight. lb.route to the area we 
requested helicoptex support and were advised that Fetch 51 was being launched 
from Lionheart. Lionheart, a USN Destroyer, was 30 miles behind us. 

3. We arrived on soene at 0435Z, ~ miles south of Nui Ha Mai !sland, and 
immediately sighted the survivor who had been marked with a smoke float by 
Electron. 503. 1~ sea was calm and t he wind light. . We j ett .. f sone.d :~~~pf 
tanks and'l'"'l-andedrat 04407.: We--taxie~ t o t ,be ~J;Or,44hr w.1l:im.!£f'~e)·~pw.l.ed t 
him.-aboam and: were- a.irborn at 0442Z; We prooeede<r !ire.otl.Y to De.Hang and landed 
at 065oz. 

4. Cre.w_1~erfcrmanoe was outatanding throughout the rec.ovary opera.ti.on. I . 
elected not to deploy the parares~e since the _ .~G!;>]C~iis1[obVio~""no; 
se]:j;'OU§!'yr-'~'jure1'd _ r~j,.q_e~ct in bis mt~ The Flight Mechanic threw: a heaving 
line to the survi wr as he iasaed adjacent the le!t float. The survivor caught 
the line and was hauled aboard by the Flight Meohania, Pararesouema.n., Navigator 
and Badio Operator. Th& liilirv:i.vor's ra.f't and survival gear were also recovered. 

-5.. No hostile fire was. observed dllriJlg the recovery operation.-

6. ReOommend.-tllit a ..... l:iSlL~ Ii.tie Di earned: ab~ BD'-16s in SSA.. The one used. 
aboard. Crown ilpha. consisted. of 100ft of. parachute ahl:owd line tied. to a rubber 
heaving riDg £rem a new tne 20 man l:L£e raft. It's use permitted. more:.:~pid and 
eater recovery o! the uninjured. survivor than watld have been l!OBSible bad. the 
pararescu.eman been deployed.. 

7. The sur'Vi wr was USN Lt G e!fe~ G. GreenVO!L (from t he oarrier RangeJ:. Lt 
Greenwood. had received a briefing given by Captain festenba.rger 3. to 4 weeks 
earlier on proper procedures. for pick-up. 

49~~~ 
DAVDl P. \-JF..'STENBARGER, ~n, USAF 
Rescue Crew C:.Ommand.er 



l\C 

FROM: 

SUBJZCT: Marrative Report (Mission 6-38-86-8 Ma: ~ ) 9 May 1966 

TO:. Jd Aerospace Rescue & Recovery Gp, (JSARC), A?O US Forces 963(17 

2. ABS Cre'W!Ilembers were:. 

First helicopter 

RCC 
CP 
HM 
RS 

Capt 
Capt 
Al.C 
ilC 

Charles P. Nadler 
Raymond L. Murden 
Thomas C. S tor;r 
Henry J. 0 1Beirne 

FR3216l 
FV3087594 
AF.l.4653201 
.ll'l.2580938 

- -----·---



Second helicopter 

RCC 
CP 
HM 
RS 

Capt 
1st Lt 
TS gt 
SS gt 

0 CJw.-r;J)t _,U, 

F.d.win A. Henningson 
Charles R. Sweet 
Kenneth L. Perkins 
David E. Milsten 

CF.A.ttr.::'.S P. NADtEa, Captain, us_·_]' 
Rescue Crew Commander 

FV3039781 
( TDY from TSN) 
AFJ.5466708 
!Fl.9601684 
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MISSION NARRATIVE 10 MAY 1966 

--J~ol"""l,_y-~re-e-n-56 ana 5.1 we~ main~ing sJi&f.P. alert t L-59 and Keeping ~ JJ" 
(.:istening wa en oh HF. AP. rox:imately 1500 local, we he d that a aircraft 
·had been sha..t down_in tne Yi.Q.initY.i of ttie Re · ·ver in o h Vietnam. We~~ ft~ 
then quickly plotted a course tot the crash area located 21 56N 104 35E a t't!w 
miles from the Red River and over 120 miles northeast of our takeoff point. 
Compress alerted us and directed us to proceed to the area at approximately 
1 50JL. We were airborne at 15lOL and proceeded north on our planned course. 
Our first heading was 015° for approxilllately 65 miles and then to a heading 
of 043° until reaching the area located approximately 35 to -.40 miles from 
Communist China. 

· We arrived in the target area ap_p_roximately--16151 and contacted the Sanql.P" 
airc;rar. _. ,alre~. kn--~~,~ •. ~~~~ ,- ~ey had located the ~iipt .and h a.Q. ~ o~ contact 

't ttiint~~w~ci'6hlcf• alsc>. }ffe~ - Qq; ,,Q,V.;~ g)!jtd_._.f.req~~cy. Sandy aircraft said 
that there was no reported ground fire in the area. We flew over the area at a 
higb. altitude. and switched to guard channel to talk to he downed pilot. He 
stated that he was injured and was unsure if ne co g t into the sling. We 
advl,;sed h:i,m....,.1h t we wou~e forest penetrator and. told hilR how i;g~~/)ft• 
If he had not been able to get into t e seat nimsel! we were prepared to 
l ower the paramedic into the area to assist the injured pilot. Sandy aircraft 
dropped a whi te phosphorous bomb to pin point the area, determine winds, and to 
effectively seal off an entrance to the area. Once we had visual cont.ac-t with 
the survivor, we proceeded to the pickup poin-t which was in a densley tangled 
jungle type .foilage and terrain in a very steep canyon. There was a very small 
clearing within the canyon to which we asked the survivor to proceed. '?lie ~~~ . 
surnvor startea a arge .fire in the area: y_ accid,edt~when his narelana~ 
in he b:pl.!5~,• The fire caused thermals and up draft.a which in turn caused 
available engine power to drop off. Au xi l Ji ary fuel t anks were jettisoned prior-
to our entrance into the confines of the canyon. · · -

In order to position the helicopter ror a hoist recovery, we had to··noTer­
sidewqs into the steep canyon. This maneuver, of cour<>e, caused the helicopter 
to be below the rims o.f the canyon and helpless fraa sni pers shooting down at us. 
We naa asleed the pilot to c i.mo to a Better · p c~ fiigher upr[th~$~~a?iyon 7wa1J_s, 
but he was ~~ed and unabl to ~j;~ep..n~anY.:. :g.~ides. Our helicopter 
mechanic along with tlie rest or tie crew could hear spord.tic automatic small ams 
fire but we coul.d not detennine the location. As .far as we lmow, we did not re­
ceive any hits from these weapons. i.9 we a.pp oacned'thEr ·'survivo&~d the 

-

CLASSl CATI~,uc c» '5°"1\».) -ti 

~~Btf~~~;e.-
~~ECI, 0 Si L 12 YEARS 

B /r= DOD DIR .. 5200.10 . 

Hq ARRS SC No. G f l 9? f ' 

~" s - ~ ~ ~~?-____ 

Robert1
Line



I 
I 

~ 
\ 

Following this encounter, we proceeded to Lima Site 59 where we retueled •. 
We departed L59 at 19001 and proceeded to Udorn through adverse weather 
conditions and local thunderstorms and landed at Udorn 2100 hours. 

The F-41 s did an excellent job keeping the MIG's f om actually encountering 
the Jolly Green's and the two Sandy escorts. A word of praise to the Sandy 
aircraft in finding the downed pilot is certainly in ol."der also, along with 
high praise !or crown and TACC. 

This recovery was number 13 for our crew and I would like to commend them 
for an outstanding accomplishment considering the distance traveled into North 
Vietnan. Also, Jolly Green 51 deserves much credit since they remained nearby 
throughout the mission. 

Hign Bird-Jolly Green 51 

RCC- l/Lt Forrest M. Kimsey 
CP - Capt Cbarles P. Rush 

I 

HM - SSgt Theodore M. Youngblood. 
PJ - A2C William D. Brotton 

cy?"~ct~ 
rRDBERT D. FURMAN 

Captain, USAF 
Rescue Crew Commander 

2 
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F-105 PILOT STILL SAVED 1ves MA'f 1ottt 6(,, 
k.- ,vff 5 H ' t. I/ 

MIGs Attack Rescue Copte 
By JOE SCHNEIDER 

S4tS Vie tnam Bur~au Chl~f 
SAIGON-U.S. planes held off 

three enemy MIG-17s Tuesday 
while a helicopter crew picked up 

I 
Tokyo 

! Determined Copter p·;lot 
Receives Silver Star 

SAIGON (UPl)-Capt. Jerry 
Jennings of El Paso, Tex., saw 
the Viet Cong firing at him, but 
still he lowered his helicopter. 

He moved his HH3C helicopter 
slowly back and forth over the 
jungle infested with Viet Cong. 

Jennings spotted the downed 
American pilot and set down. 
Bullets whizzed around his chop· 
per. The communists were clos­
ing in. 

With the downed pilot picked 
up Jennings tried to fly off. But l 

his rotor blades were stuck in 
trees. 

He Wiggll'd them loose and flew 
off through the communist fire. 

J ennings has been presented 
the Silver Star, the nation's third 
highest award for valor, for his 
recent rescue action the Air Force 
announced Friday. 

STAR~RIPES 
A,O San Fra ncisco 96503 

Publisht'd daily; S2.:i0 I)('!" month. St'COnd­
class posta~c paid at San Francisco, Cal, 

copter was rescuin 
MIG's made pass 
and U.S. Skyr · 

Air Force 
rived on 
MIGs fi 
helico 
to r 

nderchief pilots earli­
otted 2 MIG-17s dropping 

the clouds, heading north­
of Hanoi. 

he pilots were low on fuel and 
id not chase the communist ' 

planes. 
Crewmen of the rescue chopper 

included Capt. Robert D. Fur­
man of Strum, Wis., Capt. Dale 
V. Hardy, of Enfield, N.H.; A2C 

~~~. Ji:·?$..!?.~t!·oi~~ . -~·co1. 5) I 
--k:.; 

(Cont inued From Page 1) 
Little Rock, Ark. 

The rescued pilot was uninjured 
and was picked up in less than 
two hours. 

(Air Force officials said 
Mahrt's rescue marked the deep­
est penetration of communist 
territory in the war by a rescue 
helicopter, UPI reported.) 

The Yen Bay arsenal, target of 
Mahrt's flight, was hard hit. 
Eight buildings were destroyed 
and five heavily damaged. Large 

1

1 

columns of smoke were seen over 
the arsenal when the U.S. planes 

1 left the scene. 





~SCAPES MISSILES 

U.S. Copier 
Resc~es Pilot 
In North/. 
Jt} /JJ /.J- y b b 
'!3AIGON, South Viet Nam 
AP) - A U.S. helicopter flew 
,eeper than ever before into 
forth Viet Nam to rescue an 
,merican Air Force pilot Tues­
'ay and escaped two plane­
orne missiles fired at it. 
Communist MIG17s fired two 

eat-seeking missiles at the hel­
~opter as it ranged 105 miles 
.orthwest of Hanoi. Other U.S. 
·ilots in the area said the mis­
iles "seemed to run out ·of 
hrust." 
The helicopter escaped into a 

loud bank. The American pilots 
earby said they spotted five 
UGs but made no contact with 
hem. The encounter took place 
bout 40 miles from the Red 
:hinese border. -
The helicopter rescued C_fil!t. 

tlartin H. Mahry, 32, of Custer, 
:.D. liis F 105 Wj!S hit by auto­
natic w eapons fnie after an at­
ack on the Yen Bay arsenal, 80 
niles northwest of Hanoi. By 
he time he bailed out, he was 
5 miles farther north. 
Mahry was picked up in less 

han two hours by an HH3C heli­
:opter, one of the Jolly Green 
iiants. They are given that 
1ame because of their color and 
ize. 
Members of the rnscue crew 

vere G.apt. Robert D. Furman, 
1 

3, of Strum, Wis., the pilot; 
:ant. Dale Y Hard~. 27, of En­
ield, N.H., copilot; Airman 2.C. 
[Q!m_H. Dagne~u III. 19, ?f De­
rnit, paramedic; and Airman 
.. c. Robert E. Grites, 28, of Lit­
le Rock, Ark., mechanic. 

)ow'tied Pilot 

~=,~~SAU 
•rce pilot outran communist pur­
ers in the mountains of north 
etnam Sunday night and rescue 
lioopters plucked him to safety 
dawn Monday. 

fhree helicopter attempts late 
nday aHernoon tp1lJ.·escue Ca~. 
mes M. l?galb .,Vlei:e driven f 
communist ground.fire. Ingal s 

d parachuted into the mountains 
3: 45 p.m. after g1·oundfire shot 
wn his A-lE Skyraider while he 
s flying a forwatd air control 
ssion over nor th Vietnam. · 

· Across the 17t"'- p t' •• arallel fron. 
Ier, a U. S. hiliconte . k 

a downecfus---~- .!_}1l~ ed up 
after he iiild'clu~~d~ac_n at da~n 
P ommunist 

ursuers through the n· h.t • 
the · 1g m 

mountains of North Viet 
Nam near the Laotian horde 
ti:ommunist gunners beat r~ff 

ee attempts Sunday after-

)1elicopter flew ou't to the· 
South China se·a ·.vith I Ile 
pilot dangling from the cable . 

. There Mansfield was lowered 
to .1'1e water and a second 
hehcopler picked him up. 

Ingalls was shot down in 
the mountains near the hor­
der with Laos on Sunday, and 
tw1.ce ground fire drove off 
h_ehcopters trying to resnie 
him. Surrounded by c:'ommu· 
~ists, he slipped through dur. 
mg .the night and was pirkpd 
up in th.e morning by a heli· 
co tet. 



First Time 
tO~A/~, 

Saigon - C o mm u n Is t 

fighters attacked U.S. fighter 

planes with missiles for the first 

time in the Viet Nam war but 

missed their target, a U.S. mil­

itary spokesman said today. 

The spokesman said a. night 
of three Russian-designed MIG 

175 shot a pair of heat-seeking 
.ir-to-air missiles similar to the 
\.merican Sidewinder Tuesday at 
\.ir Force planes protecting a 
.hot down pilot in North Viet 
-<am 105 miles northwest of Ha.-
1oi. 

The missiles missed a nd the 
\.UGs fled, he. 11a ld. and an Air 
-'orc,. hPlicopt ~r recovPred Capt. 
~1nrt:n A. )f:thrl, 32, of CUster, 
3. D., in the longest successful 
-escue ml:!sion of t"t\e war. 

Before Tuesday's attack, the 
MIGs relied strictly on 20 mm 
cannons the few times they v~n­
tured out to challenge attacking 
U.S. fighter planes, the spokes­
man said. 

Missiles Guard P ass 
U.S. pilots also reported for 

the first time that the Commu­
nists are using 11 u r f ace-to-air 
anti-aircraft missiles CSAMs) to 
protect the vital :Mu Gia Pass 
which Is the gate w a Y to the 
main Communist supply r o u t e 
Into South Viet Nam. Previous­
ly most SAM missiles 11ltes were 
in the industrial area a r o u n d 
Hanoi. 

A spokesman said two SA:Ms 
were launched at a reconnal11-
sance flight of U.S. Air Force 
Phantom jets Tuesday as they 

-===-~:j..~~~~~Lt_T17-------. streaked by at more than 1 •. 500 
miles per hour. The missiles 

SAVED BY JOLLY GREEN GIANT 
-Capt. James R. Mitchell, USAF, an 
F-105 Thunderc/1ief pilot, was s~ot 
down while on his 10th strike mission 
over North Vietnam. Soon ?fter 
ejecting from his craft, he was picked 
up by an Air Force llH-3 "Jolly Green 
Giant" rescue helicopter from the 
Da Nan(I air base. 

missed. 1 t i 
The beefed-up Commun s a r 

defenses brought down two A~r 
F 0 r c e F105s during Tuesdays 
wide-ranging raids against the 
north, the spokesman said. One 
was piloted by Capt. Mahrt, but 
no parachute was seen f.rom the 
other crash and the pilot was 
believed killed. 

U.S. pilots have used the heat­
seeking Sidewinder to g~od ad­
vantage on several occa~1ons .to 
down Cmmunist jels. The i:;us­
s i l es particularly e f f e ct 1 v e 
against jets when fired from t:tie 
rear. Their heat-seeking ~!d­
ance systems sends them right 
up the exhaust pipe. 

Lacked Thrust 
The planes attacked Tue.sday 

were prop-driven Al Skyratders 
called In to protect Mahrt until 
a "jolly green giant" helico~ter 
could reach him. The Skyra1der 
pilots said the missiles appeared 
to run out of thrusting powPT 
hefore exploding harmlessly some 
<iist.:inrP ~-,,.,:1~..-

Whili- th<' Sk,·pirlrrs whirled 
tn cllnllcn;.:P t 111• flcPln~ MIGs. 
J\1!' l<'nrcc <":pl. JlcrhPrt D. ,F,vr­
n1~1 n, J3. oT ~fr111u \ 'C 1- .• p1cKed 
Uj)The downed pilot and headed 
back lo safely with a distan~e 
record for hellcopter i cscues m 
Communist territory. 



./ 
~t ·2-3-51-E CONFlf'Ff\'Tf~ f 

3d JJii<G p 1.is Jun 6E. 

(C) Two 0-lE pilots were loce.ted end recovered by an llli-3 ~si~g th~ hoist at 17201~ 
10540i;;. Both survivors were returned to Nakhon Ph~nom. 

~et 2-3-52-6 liay 

(c ) An F-105 ~~s hit cYer the target; his \Ii~ reported a good chute at 2139N 
l0451E (lNN), approximately five miles from the target area. Electronic< search 
the next day by F4C' s produced strong beeper contact b·.it \Jas •msuccessful due to 
limited time on scene before fuel bingo. Search ~uspended t he following day 
when no visual or electronic contact was ma.de. 

Det 2-3-53-10 May 

(C) The pilot of an F-105 shot down in the vicinity of the Rad River (l~) was 
located at 2156N 10435E. Al~'s in the area contacted the do..med pilot; an HH-3 
recovered the inJured ai:=man by hoist. On leavinb' the soer.ep MIG's attacked 
the tvo helicopters but were driven off by F-4C1 s. 

Det 2-3-54-10 May 

(c) Two HH-3E' s were scrambled from Nakhon Phanom to reco·.·er a downed F-105 
pilot at 2030N 10412E. AlE' s vectored the helicopters to tr.e scene and 
.marked the pilot's position with smoke. One of the Eli-3E's lowered its hoist 

_ penetrator to within three feet of the pilot who bad n bad : eg injury; however, 
he WAS able to get aboard the penetrator and was hauled int<> the aircraft for 
return to Odom. 

Det 2-3-55-11 May 

(C) C-130 and AlE's ma.de visual and electronical search for USMC pilot of an 
A-4 dolJll in La.cs at 1621N lo648E with negative results. Se arch sa spended 
since wingman was doubtful that pilot ejected. 

Det 2-3-56-13 May 

( C) An F-105 pilot bailed out 5i miles N'W of Nakhon Phanom and was recovered ·· 
by hoist using an Hli-3 helicopter. 

Det 2-3-57-15 May 

(C) HC-130, Ht-16, KC-135 and F-105 1 s made electronic senrch for F-105 pilot 
down at 1722N 10630E (NVN). Search suspended due to negati ve contacts. 

Det 2-3-58-15 lia;z 

(C) The last knolim position of an AC-47 was 1658N 10604E (l..aos). HC-130 and 
AlE's mo.de visual and electronic search but no leads or contacts were made. 

Det 2-3-59-16 May 

(c) The pilot of an AlE bailed out successfully at 1712N l J6lOE. His wingman 
had the chute in sight and radio contact with the downed pi lot. On arrival of 
HH-3E' s, the downed airman fired a smoke bomb, wae located and picked up by· 
hoist for return to Nakhon Phanom. Ground fire was heard during the recovery 
but no battle damage was sustained. 
12 CONFIDEN f : .~,i_ 
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Jolly Green 52 and 53 were scrambled from NKP at 1600 hours with in­
structions from COMPRESS to p ooeed northbo"und to a pos ition approximately 
10 miles east of Sam Neua, Laos(20°3o•N 104° l21 E) to recover a down~ 
F-rcr5 p o~. A DRV penetratfOii"Was authorized at this time to expedite the 
:m±ssion. 

Both aircraft were airborne at .1605, tracking 355 degrees from TACAN 
channel 89. The destination was approximately 182 miles north. At 9000 feet 
our safest altitude to penetrate North. Vietnam, our ground speed was only 84 
knot8 and our ETE of 2 hours and ll minutes was passed to Crewn 69. 

We were adTised by Crown that Firefly 18 would be t he controlling agency 
since Crown 69 was involved in another mission. 

We altered course several times enroute to the inci dent site in order to 
circumnavigate known AAA positions. 

~/q 
{ I 

While we were approximately 60 miles out, Firefly 18 was replaced as on !.?5\\ 
scene commander by Sandy 31. At approximately the same time, Sandy 21 and 22 V 
joined with the Jolly Greens to act as escort. 

_.._..-man-Hunt, OUX". . ararescueaan, exallmed Lt Cl:ouseri after his reca:ve!Y-~1 
re o ed th~ t ~P .. U-e..t~~~&. ~~~~dJ~~~~r~~~~St/.£~J;~,:;~rained or;!' -/ 
ro en• .· The whole leg was extremely paii:itul to ttie 'to en; However, i.f they were 

oro en, they were s:imple .fractures since no skin was br oken. To be on the safe 
side the leg was placed in a cast and an ambulance was requested to meet the 

Robert1
Line
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' 
aircraft on our arriTal. at homeplate. 

Our fuel state was such that we had -to land at Site Oscar to re.fuel. 
Arrangements had been made in advance to have the strip lit up to enable us 

fto land. The ground personnel at the site used jeep l i ghts to mark the run-

/ 

way and we landed without incid~pt at 2005 hours. This would have been an 
impossible feat without those lights so that assistance was certainly 
appreciated. 

We departed Oscar at 2015 hours after refueling and arrived Udorn 2115 
where we were met by an ambulance and our passenger was turned over to them. 

Low Bird 

RCC· Capt Raymond H. Matthews 
CP - l/Lt Lawrence c. Rice 

- Al.C Nicholas F. Beaumonte 
P-J - Al~----·' JI 

~ 

High Bird 

RCC- Major Ealum L. Stearman • 
CP - Capt Fr ancis E. Hendrickson· 
HM - . SS gt Donald Chance' 
PJ - SSgt Robert Berry _. 

uo::e ,.· s~mE!'.~~rq<mTt'~~:~.9~0,,~_ster~ _ry3~55950, ??l1i.9. s 
_., - . , . ,, :si'-· .. 

~~ 
RAIMOND H. MATTHEWS 
Captain, USAF 
Rescue Crew Commander 

2 
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HISSIGN i~AR.qATIV-i D MAY 1966 

During preflight inspection 13 Eay 1(-66, a call .. ras heard by Jolly Green 56 
on Guard. i.ead, a USAf r -105 ·,•as e eriencing hydraulic troubles. His 
position waS--p"l.otted by Invert as being approximately 45NM s outh of channel 89. 
Jolly Green 56 called~ and advised him that two J olly Green's were standing 
by at channel 89. He decided to alter course to bring him closer to channel 89 
as a bailout appeared imminent. Both Jolly Green's b ecame airborne at 22452 and 
within five minutes made a visual sighting of Elm Flight. Elm lead considered 
attempting a landing at cha.Hflel 89 but as he reached a point approximately 8NM on , 
the 270° radial of channel 89 he experienced. compldtc hydraulic failure and announced 
that he was bailing out. Both Jolly Green 1 s had good visual contact all the time 
and while 56 circlad the descending chute, 55 followed ~he F-105 and observed the 
crash site. The aircraft crashed on he 3~5° radial 5~ NM from channel 89, .. ... 
causing a a. p .. ent~~o erly: damage. The pilot land d in s ome trees app~~t·~ly7 
~ adi '~ . ~vI I:l' bhannel! 89 a establ.fsne~l . ·· ~"at).~~erce ·iboiit'a~t ~ .. He~ 

a id e \;/af;•uiuhJUretl . Jolly Green 56 had to drop t anks as a landing site nearby 
was not available, anCl. a fio t . ~l ~!iififJiV' · 

The pilot was picked up at 0605 and both Jolly Gr een's landed at NKP at 0615. 

Pilot recovered: 1 .C9.pt James R"lit~~S~ll''i'lfis'!'° 
Jol].y Green 56-Low Bird 

RCC - Capt Robert aeekley 
CP - 1st Lt John Guilmartin Jr 
HM - SSgt ,;illiam Gladish 
PJ - A2.C Michael Halvorson 

Jolly Green 55-High Bird 

ace - Capt Erling Drangstveit 
CP - l st Lt Thomas Kenny 
HM - SSgt Harold Schrader 
PJ - SSgt Arron Farrior 

~~tl./~7~ r liOBERT A .. WEEKL!!."'7, Capt., USAF 
Rescue Crew Conmander 

, • ! '? 
·: i,fJ'tP' ' v 

...... ..--
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16 ~ 1966 

Subject, Narrative of Hission 7-38-33, 14 May fi:, 

TO t 3d ARRGp, APO San Francisco 96307 

1. I was on strip alert at Ci ar when requested at 1715 loCal. to d""!'S acJ 
f91glft wounae~t an soldl:'er . from a location lL~ miles west of Tango. We 
lsecured pei'mission r;'""QU'ee~' and departed at 17JO local. A alight delay 
was incurred because we of'f'-loaded partially fill ed auxillar;r fwll. tanks 
before departure. Ee.route to Tango we were order ed by Queen to hold at 
Tango for rescap. Since darkness was approaching aml the recovery location 
was know. to be secure, we requested. and received permission to continue un-
escorted. We arrived at the oc.ation at 1810. e primary lleJ:icop-~ . {!f,18# I 
~our atie,gts ~~~~~~c9.n ~~ , ~We arrived at Tango at I 830 ana 
patients were off-loaded. We then departed, but were recalled by Baton Rouge 
9 after approximately 20 minutes fiight. · Two of the patients were in critical 
condition and the Tango medics felt they would not surVive the night at Tango. 
We returned and loaded one litter on each helicopter. We then proceeded in 
marginal night weather to Charlie med. Our patie·nts were off-loaded and we 
landed at Ila.Nang at 2ll5. 

2. No problems were encountered on this mission. The patient on my aircraft 
was suffering from a open cheat wound and I was I'equested to ny at a minimum 
altitude. The lov altitude and night flying condition were the only aspects 
of this mission that were out of the ordinary. 

Primary Crew;· 

RCC Captain Harold A. Solberg 
CP Captaiil:.Donald J. Couture 
HM A2C Dennis J. Wilscm 
RS Al.C Dannis c. Hughes 

Secondnrr Crew: 

RCC Captain John B. Kneen 
CP Captain Bockwl.l. N. Greene 
HM AlC Bonal L Renard 
RS SSgt Willia$ C. Sutton 

~J.IU~·kca£~ USAF 
cue Crew Commander 

. - ------~ 



.,;_ ·~., .APO San Francisco 96337 
'---~--

Subject: Narrative ·or l1ission 7-38-32 

TO: 3d ARRGp, APO San Francisco 96307 

1. I was requested by Baton 'nouge 9, at 1025 lo
1
cal, fO mea.;;e:va.c a Eaotra.n 

l~sp~di~.;\{~ . i.~ ~· miles west of Tango. I s 3cured permis.;:ilg__~!-rom'lliKing 
m/d 'bbtli :~lieiicopte~epane.. · t .. -~35 local: . We landed at the locaticn~p~o 
local and departed 1055 local. ~u:t@ to Tan AlC . esFal>Pfied'tpressure 
~i"Pp;.i -ff&Hil"i>100'd~'.i'ru6i1J~W,.~~ved at Tango lllO local and the mission 

was closed. 

2. Tli~ Jlh~1~ - ;tipp'@il,.gp~ . nl[d~ne 1iiid va s in critical condition. 
S,- luck a ROyal. Laotian Air Force C-47 was at Tango. The patient was med­
evac 1d by the C-47 to Savannakhet, Laos. The medics at Tango are sure the ~ 
patient will lose at least one leg and one foot. 

3. '!'his ., ' ~ ,(,. ettJiriiiat~v~· rdr~net' 7·,~~~. 

Primary Crew; 

Bee Captain Harold A •. Solberg 
CP Captain Donald J. Couture 
HM A2C.-Dennis J Wilson 

~ 
RS L\l~~I?e~s ,:C. Hughe .':j1~t' 

Secondar:y Crew; 

RCC Captain John B. ~een 
Captain Rockwell N. Greene 
AJ.C Ronald E. Renard 

6
. SS' Will~ :;tton 

,,...,.~.qAJw.MolM' A. ~ C~~~ USAF 
scua Crew Commander 
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MISSION NARRATIVE 16 MAY 1966 111' .I:r ~ 

~/J\ I 
·At 0257Z, 16 ~ 1966 we were notified by Compress $d JiKP that Dragonfiy 23 1 

a USAF .UE, was down at 106 lOE l712N. Tbe pilot had ba: .. led out successtully 
and. his wingman, Dragonfiy- 24, had the chute in site and hae radio contact vitb 
tbe downed pilet. A.t 0300Z Jelly Green 52 and 55 were ai rborne and Sandy- 41 and 
42 were airborne at OJ05Z. Sandy- 31 and 32, who were on another SAR mission, di­
Tert·ed to the area to help CAP the downed pilot. When wo were approximately one 
halt' way to the area Sandy 32 lad to return because or lo1r fuel and Sandy .31 came· 
to our position to lead us and Sandy 41 and 42 directly co the area. Weather en .. -
route was broken, base• at )OOO'MSL and tops at 6500'MSL with building CB's. Upon 
arriving in the area at OJ55Z, Dragonfly 24 briered us on the situation, abeved us 
the general position or the downed pilot, showed us whero he thougllt the gun was 
that had brougbt Dragonfly 23 down and what approach he "jhougbt would keep us clear 
Qf ground.fire. After this was done all aircraft went to Guard rrequency and we 
cal.led for ·radio silence, Capt Rush made the final prepa::ations in the cockpit, 
jettisoned the auxiliary fuel tanks and we started our duscent. While we were in 
the descent Dragonfly 24 told the downed pilot to !ire a smoke bomb wbich he did. 
It appeared that he was in a ravine that sloped up sharp:..y to the west so I de• 
cided to make a straight in approach to the man from the southeast and retUl"Jl the 
same way since Dragontl.y 24 thought the most probably place for groundfire would 
be on the ridge by- the road, route 912, that ran southwes t-northeast. While on 
the approach we gained radio contact with the downed pilot. The smoke had 
evidently drifted away frcn the pilot when we were decending because none of the 
crew could spot him. We asked him to fire another smoke bomb wnicll he did and we 
spotted the smoke immediately and hovered to the source 1Jf the smoke. Our !light 

-... engineer, SSgt Youngblood, spotted the downed pilot and directed me over him al­
though this was rather difficult because the downed pilo·w was talking to u on his 
survival radio so it was difficult to hear SSgt Youngblood's instructions even 
wben the UHF was turned all the way down. SSgt Youngblood lowered tb.e tree pene­
trator through approximately 100' of tall bamboo and ele;Jhant grass. 'l'be surTivor 
got on the tree penetrator and SS~ Youngblood brought him up. While we were in 
the hover we heard ground!ire and thought we took one hi"j but on return we could j 
find no battle damage. When we heard. the groundfire we 1::all.ed to the Sand~ for 
help and they sprayed the area with !rag rockets. The p:.ckup was canplete at 
0400Z and we proceeded out o! the ravine to the southeas·; , tbe saae vq we had 
entered, climbed and joined up with Jolly Green 55 and p::oceeded back to NKP, 
escorted by Sandy 41 and 42. We landed at 0450Z. Throu1~hout the whole mission · 
eTeryone, my crew, the downed pilot, Dragonfly 24, the Sandy's, Cro1111 and Jolly 
Green 55 acted with professional skill and coolness. .,- tbanks to all. · 

Pilot recovered.: Captain Henry L. Smith 

JOLLY GREB:~ 52 
RCC- l/Lt Forest M. Kimsey 
CP - Capt Charles P. Rush 
HM - SSgt Theodore M. Youngblood 
P~am D. Bratton 

FOREST M. ~.e,~if:iD --
Rescue Crew Commander ·=------~----~ DOWNGRADE AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS 
\ j J; 2 CT() (\h" DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS 

\ 
AROOC #0JR IL --f1J\----·-·_oon DIR 5200.10 

; ~=oti_5D Hq AllllS SC No. it::l}L('(' 
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MISSION NARRATIVE 18 MAY ~966 /' {J; O 

~=--------=-r-' . ') '.'3 
At approximately 05l5Z an 0-lF, Bomba1: 19, out of NIP with two s µr~ .,g,~ .. 

board was brought down b enemy fire at the approximatEl position 17°l5'N 
l06°11 1E near Ban S , Laes. Jolly Green 51 and 54 wer e scrambled fran NKP 
at 0532Z. Jolly Green 51, low bird, was airborne by 0540Z with Jolly Green 
54. Sandy 31, 32, 41 and 42 were scrambled at the same time and were airborne 
by approximately 0542Z. 

We elected to approach the area of the downed 0-lF from t he sou,th to avoid 
known gun positions near 17°121 N, l05°09'E and to avoid intense ground ~ire 
reported in the vicinity of Route 912 iumediately north and east of the crash 
site. The Sandy aircraft proceeded by a more direct route and began arriving in 
the crash area at a.round 0625Z. 

The twe HH-3E1 s arrived at a. point approximately 12 miles SE of the downed 
survivors at 0620Z and established radio contact with t he Sandy aircraft in the 
area. Although considerable radio chatter on all channels hampered effective 
coordination, Sandy 41 and 42 were able to join up with us and lead us into the 
area by means of DF steers from Sandy 31 and 32. On the way in1 we spotted 
Pedro 99 night, two HH-4.3F's out of Khe Sahn, advised them of our inte~tions 1 ·q 
and proceeded into the pickup area. · ~ ~ 2 ~· 

Visual and radio contact .were established with Sandy 31 at 0630Z who Li\ 
Jolly Green 51 to proceed directly to the downed pilots position frca the E~~~ 
with.out a preliminary high speed pass to test ground fire. This course of ?Jg:' ~ 
was chosen as the survivors were located on the eastern side of a. large kar 9.. 
which masked AAA fire from the vicinit:r of Route 912 to the west .. Staying· be o 
the level of tb.e karst ridges 1 Jolly_; Green_.51 proceed directly in, spo1-tulg <:' 
the pilot i s red smoke 1 fired on Sanqy.f})f,' s-ssnmand. Jol l:r Green. 54 stayed. bim rt( 
and ts:> the ESE with.in sight of the operation. Af'ter jettisoning 8.Wd.liar;y- tazi1'~ v 

l J.ol!lyJ reen 5:1£ . came to a hover: ove_r.t:i..tl!!i.....~vqz,:' s smoke . SSgt Holloway- sigh. 
the survivor and directed us over his position as AlC Kr aft watched for ground 
tire and kept the tail. rotor clear of trees by bis camnands to the pilot.. Major ~ 
Vavra monitored the appropriate instruments and advised the pilot o:f our power ;> 
J11argin. Al though tb.e survivor, expeJ"ienced some Cii!fj.1:Ul::!fy: in mountfilg tlie tree _s--

(;penetr ator 1 SSgt Holloway was able to maneuver it in toward him and hoist him 
into the aircraft. , ApproX:fiiia~eiy: I50' o~abl.e wa.s d.eployej:I ~ue to the tree • 
height and the steepness of the s~W".rGR ADED , f 

\ -------- / -~11~· !\FR·~JRADE AT J YEAR IllTERVALS C.. 
/' C. J 8.:5-. e;;!' ~ :v '\970 DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS 

l\RQDC # ~ - • . ~1~~ _ ~ 6 -(){)U) DOD DIR 5200.10 

• Qeftpfbflq'!Mb 8'AllBSSC:•>~~~:e;r 
--- -....._.,,.. 
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Arter pi Cking up -the Pilot,LCBR Sommers, at 0640Z, Joi1y Green 5l 

remained low in the area as the A1E aircraft attempted to establish contact 
with the RO wb.o had been using his beeper intennittently. Jolly Green 54 
sta;red high· and served as a. radio .link as our UHF Guard transmitter was weak. 

• As we departed the pic~a ' "'(j~~a'lt~d.im; ~ $s'ftl1ffiilil8wai iii . t reat:dig 
LCDR Sullivan tor shock._ A!'~.-P~P,.g,~siblf! h .. ad ~en ~°.'e tor. ~~1~Ullivanl · ;IQ 

...AJ.C Kratt directed SSgt JJollpyay~J.ll,ta'tit!n~gw,_tq~liis •:own· :JIOUD4S~~ \ S ~ 9 ~ 
. :._ ~ @.~ 

After clearing the valley in vhicb. the RO was located, Jolly Green . ~· \. ~ ~ 
proceeded due south. Sandy 3l observed. several.. white fiak bursts ahead of %. \.. ~ 
and directed us to do a le.tt 180 degree followed. by a right 90 degree turn ~ 0 ~ 
a narrow valley talci.Dg us clear to the east. The DRvr border was penetra~r.a....r 
by Jolly Green 51 and 54 at ·this point. . 

w . ' " . .... ' 
As Jolly Green 51,-. reached bingo .f'uel, and as we nlli wounded aboard~ we~·; 10 ~ <5 

proceeO.-ea airectly to,..,J(he . SQhn escorted by Sandy 41 ar:d 42. Jolly Green. 54 . !, ~ 
remained in the area until 0900Z in the event contact could be established ·, ~ . 
vi th Gombey 19. Jolly Green 54 landed at NKP at l005Z. Jolly Green 51 lande.d ~ .3 
at Kbe SOhn at o840Z. Botti...,surnvors apci ~S£ ¥;r~'lt~,~~1'1~~~~eClibyjQ!:;.123 tb/ ~ 

a Nang at 0900Z after a preliminary check by US Army medical. personnel at Khe / 
~~. ? _ 

DQW~t GP .V~ED ,...; 
I.Av: AFr{-2J5 4 2. 

-- . - -------



'1' 

• ~ti . 
~ ... 

Evaluation of battle damage revealed an additional .30 cal hit which ,)() · 
entered from below~ immediately forward: of the aft fuel tank, and lod,ged. .in Cf 
tne aft tank filler neck-. Radi-<0 contact. was establlsbad with C~wn 68 and 
our intention to return to Udorn viaNKP was transmj.tted. 

P~~~ P.•;t~i~z·.m::~~~s~~; ~:~; !~~~~~~:· · ... 
. ake of. as . ' a~~~tl/fn' ~ ~.· Sandy lJ. and 12 e=s~ .. ~s ·to- NKP . . _ 

where we landed .at."'Y~2oz. '.C'~e rlef1.11g we departed NKP for .Udom at 1320Z:;-·vriving 
at 1430Z. . 

' . 'our crew functioned quickJ.Y.. JJ1~d.•-et'ficieqt.J,w: as a unit. In ·particular, 
Al.C Kraft's coolness in direc-tllig·'CCDR suJ.1ivfuis1 s ··t.ft.!'tment and then his own, · 

.. even though under self injected morphine, cannot be to highly praned. 

Jolly Green 51, Low -Bird 

RCC, l/Lt John F. Guil.martin Jr 
CC>, Maj or DonaJ.d A. Vavra 
HM, SSgt ~chael R. Holloway 
P J 1 Al.C DeDIU.e · J. Kraft 

....... AIRCREW M]MBERS RECOvmED . 

·~1y Green. 54, High Bird 

..a.cc, -Capt Raymond H. Matthews 
CP, .J./L~ Lawrence c. Rice 
HM,. Al.C Nicholas F. Beaumonte 
PJ~ AlC . George E. Hunt 

- .. . . . ·~-: .. 
PUot, !r:t COnDRanae:r:11ca:::i: W: "s~; •5'6564a~VF~2~~ji uss~·nttynawk~_f:p./ i ' · 

-.ai~'JJ ·~~:tt~COlllllander Willi~ ·1C. S~ivan, 605281:; /!F 213, USS Kittynawk . 

1t4 J tt_ \. 
_ ~ F 11;-ILllARTIN, JR 
1.s-t L~, USAF 
Rescue Crew Commander 

• I _, 
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S:Q*lifif ENTrtAL J • 

Dow~rr.J:> flDED 
NISSION NARRATIVE 22 May 1966 , lA . 

~,,, 3/ fc~ li'*y :&,R·2()5-2 
Jolly Green 56 (low bird) and Jolly Green 52 (high bird) were on alert at 

NKP at 0530 on 22 1'.iay r966-. We were notified by Cro..m 61 (HC-130H) at 10391, 
that an F-105 w-a.s d.own on the 089°/'.62 NM .from NKP. Both Jolly Greens were 
airborne at 10441, 'enroute to the area. The weather at launch was 5000' broken 
to overcast, 10,000 1 broken, high broken, and visibi lity 10 miles. No problems 
were encountered during the scramble. 
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r.he sur ·"¥.9. '. ,~£~Aili.ll~i~-~~~1{~~'.~e1i.'Pp'[~:~,,p·~n;~ar;,];IP:, ,:p~,, '.'' 
otm1'- idight"'? . '.Che Sandys were in excellent position anci returned the fire 
imoediately. 1iie broke lefi. , flying southwest and sta rted reci:::iving heavy 

"i,,, automatic weapons ,. re from our left. ;Ul-this time ,, the par=.rescue:re.n--anc\9 
~ f 3:igh mecha:n:i.: n -i'~~ ~ · a~i~6 1 s • . :I'hey; could -see'th~·~-
~n~Aand""'"reporte ~ ey.¢ii(t1 . . , .,, ]~ .t~th~e~·M'feJ"i..;ere changing heading 

oonstantly and climbing for the clouds, whkh we entHred at 5000 1 AGL. We than 
proceeded IFR out of the area. 

The only problems encountered were heavy chatter on the radios when we 
first arrived, however all unnessesary chatter ceased when the pickup began. 
Also the beeper baing left on by t!le survivor prevent ed further '1oice contact. 
;·fuile in a hover ma.king the pickup, the crew observed a dirt road ~1ext to us 
·.-,ith about fifteen 50 gallon drums of fuel beside it .. This was later reported 
to intelligence, along with the known gun positions. 

Jolly Green 56 received only one hit (5 holes), ::'rom all the fire thro\-m 
at it • . I believe the jinking__ (ra.pid changing of alti tude and heading) kept 
the hits to a minim.um. The i'J.rst ,; • P. was put too c:~ose to the sm-vi vor, but 
at that time he was believed. to be further south. As it worked out, the smoke 
that close acted as a good screen. 

The s~ante • s Riehar ·· . 
Both ~ ol:l:y Greens recovered at NKP-at 

~1ur~tµn 
RCC, Low Bird 

2. 

fatLt, FR78682, 469th TFS. 

HIGH BIRD 

RCC : Capt Drangst veit 
RCCP: Lt Kenny 
HM: SSgt Schr ader 
PJ: SSgt Farr ior 
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· 3d ARRGp Hist , Apr - Jun 66. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

(c) .an 0-lE with two people aboard was brought down by enemy fire in Laos at 
l 715N l06UE. A Navy F4B making a low pass over the crash site was hit heavil'7: 
and set afire. The pilot and RO ejected at 1714N 10611.E apprcxicately two miles 
SW of the DRV border. Two IiII-3E 1 s scrambled !rom l>akhon Phancm and "W'ere led to 
the area by AlE' s. The two survivors of the F4B "W'ere recovered individually by i' 
hoist. During the second pick up the pararescueman wu.s hit ir the knee and elbow 
by cne 30 cal round. Both survivors and the "W'Ounded pnrarescueman "W'ere returned 
to Kbe Sanh and then evacuated to Daliang. Search suspended f or the crew of 0-lB 
after search of immediate area. Wingman reported in his opi~j on there was no 
chance for survivors. 

Det 2-3-61-19 Ma;y 

(c) An Air America heliconter was snot down in Laos at 1959N ~ 0329E. Request ~or 
SAR assistance "W'as responded to by diverting an BC-1309 two lill-3E's and AlE 1 s 
towrd the scene; however, the Rescue helicopters were recall E~d ¥hen Air America 
advised tney were not needed. Air America B-34 picked up S\ll"\rivors and the 
deceased -were left at the wreckage for a ground party to recO\rer. 

Det 2-3-62-22 }~,y 

(c) An F-H>5 pilot was recovered 62 NM East of Nakhon Phanom hy HR-3E using the 
hoist. The recovery -was ma.de in conjunction with a smoke screen laid down by 
AlE's to reduce the effectiveness of heavy grotmd fi=e. 

D~ 
C) Two sign Jolly ·Green 52 and 56, were scrambl ed to look .for · the 

downed pilot of an F-105 e.t 1933N 1034~· Led to the scene b _y fighters 9 the ilE 1 s 
~ropped white phosphorous rockets to screen the pick up point. The low bird, Jolly 
Green 56, moved into the area where the parachute was :ocated . Abcut 50 feet above 
the site, heavy ground fire started from automatic weapons. ·rhe helicopter mechanic 
saw several men and returned their fire-;hnd observed five er six of them fall. 
Taking hi ts on the aircraft, /}2 engine failed. At low al titu:ie and airspeed a crash 
lendjng was imminent; however, the app'lication of full emergency power on #1 engine 
enabled Jolly Green 56 to balloon over a ridge toward some .,.. ; ce fields. . Airspeed 
and RPM built back so that level flight vas maintained and fuel was dumped to. gain 
altitude. With fighter escort and navigation assistance from an Air America aircraft 
the helicopter recovered at ~- airfiMl:d:i-\.o; with 170 lbs of fuel left. Du..."'"ing the 
following day's search, an AlE aircraft went dovn just south of the F-105 beeper 
position. Ile was recovered by an HR-3i and the search for the F-105 pilot, continued. 
'When two F-105' s made low passes over the beeper9 fiak -was picked up. Suspecting a 

trap, the search was then suspended. . I\~ l<JT . {)&/: ~·· ."; 
- ·> . t-1 __ ~- ·-. tJ /L/J j,tr-f . .. . .. ,··,'"· 

Det 2-3-64-30 1'.ay - - - ;ff'f 1'-' r 

(C) An F-105 pilot bailed out at 221311042~E. AlE's in cont act "W'it h the pilot reported 
that he V'ciS under his chute which was caught in the trees. An HH-~ lovered its forest 
penetrator hoist and hovered over the chute for about two minutes hof~g the dovn~d pilot 
vould come to the hoist. Just then the helicopter ~as hit t wice by small arms fire and 
had to withdraw. Later attempts to locate the pilot were t:nsuccessf ul and the search 
was suspended. 
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(.:,•.., - -
l. Co.?-i~o.in :l.?.:i:'ev.r:: , :::i:.:i:.:.arJ RCC , :i:'eeo ivacl a e :!.1.1 aJc 1235 l cc:i.l :1ours 
fror.i. i·:;;j,gr Ji.'J,i.s(:_~J_s1.1.2.c , sJc<.l'!:inc; ho had r ec ; ivod L"rl.forr.:.~:~icm o_f a 
FAC ~ ~.i"'-'~'!:.'...~~T.'(ci~o.od do iJn'.;d . 0 -1 airerx:-: c o.ll ~~ 
u:>.s l:'Cpo:::'tcd douncd o:t 7).. 7604 70 . :l::l.jor Brus·;cr requcst.:;id uo ca.11 II 
DAJC :md. .Joo if -::;}icy hc.d :my further infcrw.::: :Lon to eo::lli::::n -';ho .'.lir-
e:::::-. .:·~ ,, .in,_,, dour:cd. . ~. ihil ~ tn.ll:i."13 -';o II ::JASC , CRF e.::i.Ecd eol1fi~.:::lin,:; -~ho 

inciL..or1J; . CJ.F s o..ted 3!:!.I'O:t! 01, C-1 :?_\C c..ircr::..f"'.;, ~lr'..S on sc~ .. nc diroc ~~ ing 

~ s"..;ri~:..:: ,...11d ::ieareJ.1:L.J.t_;' fo::: ·h ·.: do-:-111...:d )ilo·; i n Jr>.rm:. 09 . ·.1h:)n o.ir eovor 
i1:-'.S ::-cq_u.::s-:ed i::oc. r: D.~sc' T) ~i.";J..'0 ::.1:fc:::~:2d. ·::-i.:..·..; :hr.::ic A- L: ::.ire:::-:!£-'.; 
\Tero o~ sco11:..- c:~ -'.;l~e "'.:i:.io . 

2 . F·;ceo ~'L~·~.:1i:J~_-a.-.r:::~~-: . ~tf~~s . Znrou~a 
~T0".,:10::: WP.S .CO~~d: .;-~~2,0CC' · scn;':;-';er8d, 8 ,000" orol: :m wi-;h 7 !!'.libs 
Q!ld r~.in sho~rurs . ~~o cli:.'::' icv.1-~i·;)S uore ~ncoun-:orod .:mrou-';;e :o -~hG crash 
s i J::e . 

3. P '.}clro o.i:::-cr:..,f"; a r:::ivod o.t ere.sh siJ~o o:'.; 1305 hotll's . 
o. low l::vo l S8~rcl1 n9,,_r th~ ere.shed c.ircraf-: uhile :Pedro 
fo~: "~ o::;i eovGr. Pedro 42 nr..d Je.ron 01 h<::.d ";o ::em:1.in ues <;: 

Pr::dro 42 s-:r>.r-'.;ad 
5 6 re mo.inc. d hi.;n 
of -:ho ere.sh site 

du.:-: -:o .i.-D' 3 rmkinG otr:ik~s on r:VA. ~roo:;:is n. ::cu oet9:::-s t o ".;he .:.:::D.st of 
'~llo ero.sh. s:!?~Ci::.1 :?o:i::cos .:.;:::ounO.. !l~rtjr' S2.vo:r 61 Al:::~1~. ' ilC!S r:lOVil'l,; in f ron 
~oJ,g:-:k" !.'_ -:hf ,Jlilo J; . ,,}:cm ._,roi..u::':. · o::::·.·· 'llr~·tc·d ;r-':; -';~!,f;9sh , 

{ hoy_ r: "'1c~~cl'~ n;.,ji~J~rr!·iif~1, ~7i'f'.J.(J~..,~;~- r-;k;,r3:i~'""nni -';her e .· ue-ro : ~o .,, 
tJ~f '.'01 ¢9. '.:.1:1;:; ..,:::-ou:.1cl ~1.::.:. ty ::i~:.do ~ conc:cl1J~r:-:. tad 30a=ch of' t he 
~.u:mdi<J.·.;a :ir::w. whila ?-::cl=o 42 ..,r.d ::3':'.:.onOl eo11·; im:~d ~ri -;!1 ·;he air SE:arc h . 

5. Savoy 61 .ilpha secured a landin.'; 
and 56 l:i.ndad t o pick up c~sultiQS. 
.:i.t 1350 hou;.:s ·mroutli t o Ploib1. 

zono naa.~ ~ha casulti~s and P~dr~ 42 
Both Pe d:::-o aircraft ware airbornti 

6. Casultfos uara ';8.k~rl""-to-"C-i«.::aai::i. - Spec:i.2J.,;p~.Ql.::~C~p~ ~t:;p.g:l,15,:i}~ince' 

... l~~l?.~'!f~ne~~:.¥·~ /?@fi·-i:s Pedro 56 n~od.ecl n.:Ur."'an:...nec ~rork, so PcC.:::::o 
42 i-eturn-::;d -;; () -:;ho c:::;i,s!-1 si·:e af:er rofuelin::;- . \-lh n on sc ,.,nc , 3aron 
:'AC aircrn.ft advised. Pcd=o 42 J.::1.'.:t ::_Jilo-: ::i..:.:.d h eon found C:..}c:;.::-.scd 
21?:!.J::'o:;.;::.r:L.. -:al :;" 300 :ua-'.;.:lrs from ".:he c:::c.sh . F-:.J.::-o 42 :::::8";t1=U..::d -'.:a l'loil-:u 
a-: 1540 :l::or.rs -:o :er~:L.~·;;;o n ission. 



.. -
7. Pl:ri:l . .; tine: 4 hot:Xs ancl 15 JJinutos 

Crows : Pad.....--o 42 

RCC Capt Laurance F. Y"l.arcun 
CP lSTLT Hichaal E. Davis 
m•I TSGf._lanes E. Johnson 

4 Sort ies 

RS a2e Dav-id. car 

l~~:-.,,-~-aptain, USAC' 

~~ions Officor 

-

PEDRC 56 

RCC Capt Fred.rile iI. :3argold 
CP Capt Richard L. Curdwr#ll 
:9H A2C Har r'J :;.:: • Ilull 
rr .t;J. ~.!\€hf~;~;s'~ 



~ :;F .tr:Jv 3 l: 

Weather: 1500 broken, 4000 broken, 8000 broken and overcast. 
Take off: 0645L 
Pickup: 082CIL 
Landed: l045L 
Recovery position: approximately i.9t31N, 103' JOW 

LOW BIRD...JOLLY GREEN 55 
Rec .. Capi; William R. iJhi 
CP - Capt John M. High ' 
HM - '!'Sgt Donald J. Jones 
PJ - A2C Robert J. Ward 

4/dH 
WILLIAM R. UHL . 
Captain, USAF 
Rescue Crew Commander 

HIGH BIRD-JOLLY GREDl 53 
RCC.. 1/1 t John F •. Guilmartin 
CP - Major Dona1d Vavra 
HM - SSgt Micb.ael ·Holloway 
PJ - A2C Malcom. c._ Hassler 

· p 

{t;3 
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':_ 3d AHRGp His t , Apr - Jun 66. 
CONFIDENTIAL 

( C) ii.n 0-lE with two people aboard was brought do'Wil by enemy fi re in Laos at 
· 1715N l0611E. A Navy F4B making a low pass over the crash sit e was hit heavi.l't: 
and set a.fire. The pilot and RO ejected at l 714N 10611E approximately two Iii.ilea 
SW of the DRV border. Two Ell-3E' s scrambled from l~akhon Phanom and were led to ' 
the a rea by AlE' s. The two survivors of the F4B were recovered individually by j' 
hoist. During the second pick up the pararescuema.n wus hit i n the knee end elbov 
by cne 30 cal round. l:loth survivors alld the wounded pnrarescueman were returned 
to Khe Sanh and then evacuated to DaBang. Search suspended f c>r the crew of 0-liii 
after search of immediate area. Wingman reported in his opi::i:i.on there was no 
chance for survivors. 

Det 2-3-61-19 Ma;y 
. I 

(c) An Air America heliconter was shot down in Laos at 1959N 10329E. Request ~or 
SAR assistance was responded to by diverting an BC-130, tvo l:i.H-3E' s and AlE' s 
to\JS.rd the scene; however~ the Rescµe helicopters were recallE~d vhen Air America 
advised they were not needed. Air America H-34 picked up sur.rivors and the 
deceased were left at the wreckage for a ground party to reco" er. 

· Det 2-3-62-22 :May 

(C) An F-105 pilot was recovered 62 NM East of Nakhon Phanom by HH-3E using the 
hoist. The recovery vc1.s ma.de in conjunction with a smoke scr•~en laid down by 
AlE1 s to reduce the effectiveness of heavy gro\llld fire. 

~~ 
C) Two , sign Jolly ·Green 52 and 56, were scrambl ed to look for · the 

downed pilot o_f an F-105 e.t 1933N 1034~· Led to the scene b,y fightersp the ilEt s 
~rapped white pho sphorous rockets to screen the pick u p point . The low birdp Jolly 
Green 56, moved into the area where the parachute was :ccated . Abcu t 50 feet above 
the site, heavy ground fire started from automatic weapons. 'r he helicopter mechanic 
saw several men and returned their fire--jl.nd observed five er -s ix of them fall. 
Taking hits on the aircraft, /!2 en4)ine failed. At low altitu:ie and airspeed a crash 
landing w.s imminent; however, the appl.ication of full emerge.ncy power on #1 engine 
enabled .;Jolly Green 56 to balloon over .a ridge toward some r i ce fields •.. Airspeed . 
and RPM built back so that level flight was maintained and fue l was dumped to- gain _ 
altitude. With fighter escort and nRviga ti on assistance from an Air America· aircraft 
the helicopter recovered at li?l. airfiieitl:I-te with 170 lbs of f uel left. During the 
following day's search, an Al]!; aircraft went down just south of the F-105 beeper 
position. Ile was recovered by an HH-3~ and the search for the F-105 pilo~ continued. 
When two F-105 1 s made low passes over the beeper, nak was picked up. Suspecting a 
trap, the search was then suspellded. . . :f" lc'J 1 . ()V:: -. f ·. ~·~ ; 

Det 2-3-64~30 !.ay ' ,, • 0 ~ ; g# f't.rf ' ' ' ' "/ 
(c) An F-105 pilot bailed out at 221~ 1042}E. AlE's in cont act wit h the pilot reported 
that he was under his chute which was caught in the trees. .An HH-3E lowered its forest 
penetrator hoist and hovered over the chute for about two minutes hofing the downed pilot 
would come to the hoist. Just then the helicopter ... as hit t wice by small aruia fire and 
had to withdraw. Later 1ittempts to loo ate the pilot were un ~,uccessful and the search 
was suspended. · · 
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FRCM· Det~6, .38th,. ·J osI>ace Rescue & Recovery Sq, APO US Forces 962Z7? 

SUBJECT: 31 Mey 66 

TO: .3d Aerospace Rescue & Recovery Gp, (JSARC), APO US Forces 963CJ7 

1. Long Binh Dustotf Control notified us at 1457, 29 M~ 1966 of a 
· erious~ :wounded: soldier""~ocatediift 10.30M, 10646E . He could not be 
evacuated by Du'.storfn ellcopter bec8llse ot dense brush and trees in 
the pickup area. We tookof'f in Pedro o/7 at 1500 and proceeded to the 
area which was 28 miles south of Bien Hoa AB. Pedro 73 was airborne 
ten minutes later. Dustot.f 1CJ7, a UH-lB was orbit ing over the pickup 
area and, u.po.n spott~ ole smoke,':1 I started all approach. PictOip 
was made hoist/ stolCes Utter att..1.;30 a.JJd. the wounded soldier, PFC 
Geral4.,...Ii_oneycµ,tt,..wUS56J91925, A. Co, 1st Bn, 18th Inf was found to be 
wounded in the shoulder near the neck. We proceede d to ~ 9Jrd Evac­
uation Hospital, landing there at 1555. Later, :we received :wor~om 
the 9Jrd that tlie pa ient had a su~g chest,t;,.wound and~wou1d hiye aiffi 
rt :we Jjijd erri vad a fey miputes ~] ater, Three sorties were flown by 2 
HH-4JF helicopters for 2:.J.5 f'lying time. Crew coordination and radio 
discipline was excellent. No hosti1e ground fire was encountered and 
weather consisted of light rain showers in the pickup area. 

2. ARS cre'Wlllembenr were: 

:eearo gz 

Charles P. Nadl.er FR.32161 
Raymond L. z.mrden FV'.3087594 
Richard A. Connon AFl. 7390646 

. ~~1l1f P.'l~~t-4)ft~'ft.!l;r:pi !h',~lffa?ll54 
Pearo 73 

RCC Cagt 
CP l.1ltt HM. ____ Al.C 

A2C 

J~P~ 
CHARLES P. NADLER, Captain, USAF 
Rescue Crew Commander 
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MISSION NARRATIVE 30 Y 1901Q W ~ 
~7 

1 •. While pulling strip alert at L ... 98 on the 3oth of ~ay 1966, tne Jolly· / 
G ·~~~f'lwere scrambled for a fr.-~?- ~..sk ijia~ Jt.....¥..,~" i; ~t il'.3~ ~~~ 

a. Scrambled at 1506li 2-% ~ ,.i.L~i/,l}tHJ~ .~ 
%.JJ, I [/7iJ U)P. f ' fi/~ 1Jl~.d/ 

b. Takeoff time l51U. / .-r. L' / . . 
Y'/ / o r -r i.?e CA/ tJJ ,if__ ;IA 

c. Entered orbit at DRV border 16151, departed o:rbit for attempted 
recovery 16301. 

~· Ti.me over area about 1740, in a hover ~ver pLlot's chute about 1747, 
started out of area at 1800, and. departed area 1815. 

e. Arrived at L-59 at 1920, refueled and departeci 

f. of May. 

2. No problems were encountered enroute. 

). Weather: 

a. L-98 weather at launch was broken(7/8) with bases at 5,500 and 
scattered cu. 

b. Weather enroute improved along the wa:y except for occassional strips 
of broken clouds about the same as L-98 at takeoff. 

c. There were a few thin scattered clouds in the area of the downed 
pilot at about 5000 feet and haze. Visibility was very poor looking toward 
the setting sun but fair looking awa:y from the sun. 

d. The return weather to L-59 was a thin scattered layer with tops about 
8000' except occassional cu. From L-59 to Udorn cl$ coverage was broken, 
tops at 10,000 feet. From about L-108, we were IFR til about 50 miles north 
of Udorn, where the weather started i.mprovillg and almost clear by the ti.me 
we reached Udorn. /) /~ 

4. I had difficulity finding the place where the Sanely pilots said~ 
pilot was located. We could not make radio contact W::.th the pilot; there was 
haze in the area; and there was a strong beeper locate~d a few miles northwest 
of~ the personnel chute that was ·s1posed to belong to the downed pilot. Tll,E?. , 

. p ·~ 'O -'kias"'llni.gh:tr;besi"ti-ei rrxs chutle.1.t ei&ast~time anyone· alkeei~tQJJtf:i.m;~and 5 
minutes before we were over him,-q,~O""We""hovered and . pu- ~ , the t~e penetrator,ro1r 

Ile· gr Ouiid besid~fi .chut e<! ';- We got no response and saw no sign of the pilot. 
The parachute harness appeared to be about five feet f rom the ground. We made 
about four low passes over the chute prior to coming t o a hover and one after. 

" ':he effort was unsuccessful. D()W\rGQ ADED :· ... -·-·-
l IAW AFR ~·~19-'2 · ~& ~LJ .J_ f/Qw'\ 

oow••••o•o.,, YOA• •• !:g ... r~'l · Q, ~"i~e 1i~ ARO~C !ttcNa~--!fbcf/)7~ rd 

O!:'"LA.,_ •-1•·0 AFTi;R 12 VSA-., t# r ~ --~ . -·-
u ... - ' ' . - : ""I 1 0 

Wr~·fIDENT'U\L ccs ·oo/f~ 
----------
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5'. We received small arms and automatic weapons fire in the "low bird" 
during descent north of the immediate area so we moved across the ridge 
closer to the downed pilot. The descent was made in that area to avoid 
the heavy flak area in the valley south of the ridge where the pilot was 
down. we received no ground fire from the small bowl like valley where we 
were circling while making passes over the downed pilot until the pass 
just prior to hovering. However, the ground fire was far enough away that 
I did not feel we would be in any great danger in a hover. About the time 
we started pulling out of the hover we detected ground fire from a ridge 
about one third mile away. I called for the Sandys t o suppress the area 
and we came back for one more pass over the parachute . As we passed directly 
over the parachute, we heard ground fire and got one round that came almost 
~tr~ up through the forward fuel tank, between t he PJ and Flight Mechanic, 
and dented the annor plate protecting the control . ro.~~-!"- ,Af,,:t;_er t~,at, ~ pulled 
out and returned. . e N returne'd i!'reUW:i'tff,4.fi-lt~' M~~t'-6 ' ti~~mlizZ-e:i: ~na.shes _, of.l 

4110fil;s>.!'1At.~~e'ap'ohs\!$r.om~lie~· ·. · g·e •a:c -o ss.;d:rom.. ·e~ d."owued pi:L'ot. 

6. The crew coordination, bravery, and perfonnance was outstanding. The 
cooperation and support from Jolly Green 54 and fight er aircraft was the 
best. 

LOW BIRD 

RCC .. Major Ealum L. Steannan 
CP - Capt Charles P • Rush 
HM • SSgt Theodore Youngblood 

B l!!. .~~~~!i:r4::1~$~1?..f.8~:c.0 -

~11«~ 
fi EAL UM L. STEARMAN 

Major, USAF 
Rescue Crew Commander 

2 

HIGH BIRD 

RCC- Capt William R. Uhl 
CP ... l/Lt Robert Letton 

~~ l<!.-~gt Donald Jones 
;,,f-P~J .z." A2C" :R.Ooe:I1l Ward 

DOV/NQ"AD&:D AT :S Yll:AR INTISRVALS 

El·ECL.MKl7'11:D Al"T!" 18 YllAM. 

DOD DIR !!~00 . 1 0 

CONFIDE1nMf. 
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At 1400 hours on 31 May 1966, J olly Green's 51 and 52 departed site 98 
to preposition ~t site 59 for an afternoon str ike, a rriving at 1500. Since 
our portable HF radio was inoperative, we ma.de arrar.gements with Sandy's 
21 and 22 to make a low pass in the event we were needed. At 1520, after 
a low pass by the Sandy aircraft, we were told to sc ramble. Airl:::orne at 
1525, and escorted by Sandies 21 and 22, we proceeded to the boz:<ier in pre-
paration for the recovery of "OLDS 2" ,7ctown at 21° J. ~)JN-, 10 ° J+s/i E. After /'I I~/ _., 
receiving border clearance, we proceeded on a course of 020° for 70 miles ~-'.0.$ 
(from site 59) at an altitude of 10,0001 • Eiiroute a~ a out-1 600, Cactus 2 
<:ncperienced hydranlic contro G.iffic ties and ;1as .fbrced t o eject in_ the 
sa:.r.e general V'leim. y · as OLDS 2--:-t,He was obser ved iI:. the chute ana his beeper 
was ac~l however no voice con~act was mad;_;/ After crossing ~he Black 
River north of Son La, we turned eastward and flew a course of 080° for 50 
miles, then southeast into the target area. The weather enroute and in the 
target area was scattered to broken layers from 1500 1 AGL t o 15, 000 1 with 
visibility below the cloud decks at least 10 to 15 miles. Upon arrival in 
the area, at approximately 1650L, Jolly Green 52 (Low Bird), joined up with 
Sandy 11 who led us to the position of the downed pilot. Sandy 11 had voice 
contact and had instructed the survivor to release r ed smoke. Although the 
smoke remained in the trzetops, we ~"1ere still able t o spot the smoke and 
made an approach. The site was approxiJna.tely 1001 below ~he crest of a 
ridge, on an extremely steep slope densly covered by trees 100 to 150' high. 
We did not jettison tiptanks on the first attempt, but were unable to hover 
at that weight at an altitude of ;380G 1 • We moV'ed of f, droi?.ped our tiptanks 
and made another ap21·oach. e ho.Y-ered for 6 _o 8 r utes before HSgt ''aniels, 
the P~ s ot.ted ~he survivor thro:g.gh the dense canoP. of trees. Soon after, 
he fired one pen-gun flare. Some difficlilty was experienced in dropping the 
tree penetrator in~o the exact opening. in the trees where t he man stood, 
however, through the s · anci ·. ; tion of the hois t o· erator, TSgt Warren, 
this was .fina lly. done~nd the survivor roo Gne time o 3 rap him.self secur~ 
onto the seat_DefQ_re e began to hoist him to safet • ~ fter ne cleared the 
trees a.nd was within . 50' of the fuselage, we slow. 1~¥".. f oved off and he was 
2ulled into the helicopter at abcut 1:Z05L. The s · vor, 1 stLt Leona.rd C. 
Eckman, FR69986, from Takhli, ad a smal.l-_cut o. on a.rm and v.as in a moderate 
, tate of shock . He was treated by MSgt Daniels and his wound was dressed. '!l 9 P 
We procee ea ov.a-rd tha area; rrearby-wnere Cactus 2 as a.own and advised Jo y > n ~ 
Green 51 (High l3ird1-that, due to our extendea: hover , nearly 15 .minutes, we g. i".,: 
-.-.-ould be unable to reccver Cactus 2 due to almost "Bingo" fuel. We did ca · 8. i. ~-
Jolly Green 51 w.t>.ile he hovered, again near;i.y 15 minutes at al.most 4000', ~ >.. 
over the parachute of Cactus 2. Sandys 11 and 12 expended ordnance in the ~ 6 ~ 
area ar·ound Cactus 2 1 s paracnute due to the proximit y of two huts. The h k--.~ 
was nanging about 30 • off of the ground, empty, and the p;J;_ot wa..s nowhere to W-o 
be found. S-ana:y 51 lowered..:--tho;:; .P-J t.P._..tne gr c a hciwever he was unable to ~ .~ ~ 
Iocate the pilot. The PJ had been u:ist:-ucte~ by the RCC not to wander ab~ut i r n 
but to check under the parachute, which he did to a s best he could. He did .w ~ 
not release the tree penetrator out he. ~d move. arow:id. on i:,~e ground somewhat ~ ~ 
',:ith it. At 1720, both Jolly Greens w·1:r.ndre· . ., ·.nth 1;a.ni.mum. ruel and .,~ere Ii 
escorted by Sa.nd.~-s 31 and 32 back to site 59. Zgnes s was fil=de via the same r e 
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qMFM~TIAL 
.'i.t no tiI.:;.e did we ever hear or see host.ile fire. Cro;vn b9, over si t1::: 59, 
provicied homing 3.r..d DF steers, hi gh c~p, ~nd had Jolly Greens 53 ~nd 55 meet 
us at sit.e 59 >·d.th much needed fuel. Jolly Greens 51 and 52 landed at site 
59 at 1825. Af'ter hanapumping i'u1:::l, and securing Jol ly Green 55, who had 
landed >·..i.th one engine out, Jolly Greens 51, 52 and 53, "....ti. t.h the crew of Jolly 
Green 55,took o~ i at 1915 into iaht weather, thunder storas ~nd lightening. 
By outstanding effort on t ne part ofthe crew o l.irown , we were rec 
through the area of thunderstorm activity, in trail and with adequate altitude 
separation, !FR in hard rain and lightening, and arom.d the Plain des Jarres. 
It became apparent that Jolly Green 52 would land at Udorn with minimum. fuel, 
and we elected to land at sitl 96 to take on additional fuel. Again Cro~n 69 
came through with clearance to land at site 20, arranged to have flare pots on 
the r unway, assistance in refueling, medical aid and parking assistance. 
'.i;hile Jolly Green 52 proceeded ·co s i te 20, Crown 69 ·~scorted Jolly Greens 51 
and 53 t.o the fence, and then returned to site 20 to escort Jolly Green 52, 
who had landed at 2030L. The stati on manager at Sita 20, Major Lowder of the 
U.S. Army, ·t-fr Jim Neeson of Air America, the Air Amer ica refueling supervisor, 
the American doctor, and many other people at site 20, went all out to provide 
complete ::i.nd expeditious service. The doctor at Site 20 sewed up the cut in 
the downed pilots arm, X-rayed his thighs and arms f or broken bones, and 
administer~ed some sedatives. Airborne again at 21GO, Crown 69 again vectoned 
us through the weather until we crossed the border, and arranged for an 
ambulance and doctor to meet the survivor. We landed at homeplate at 22051. 
lncluding a twenty ininute flight from 0530 to 0550 which resulted in an air 
abort due to weather at site 98, Jolly Green 52 flew six sorties for a total of 
7+45. Jolly Green 51 flew 5 sorties for a total of 7+35. Jolly Green 53 
flew 3 sorties for a total of 4+30 and Jolly Green 5'.) flew 2 sorties for 2+25, 
and was lef't at site 59 overnight . 

Pilot Recovered: 1 stLt Eckm£tn, Leonard C., FR69986, Tahkli 

JCLLY GREEN 52 (I.G~i BIRD) 

HCC Major Baylor Haynes 
RCCP Captain James O'Dell 
HM TSgt William vlarren 
PJ MSgt William Daniels 

JOIJ..Y GREZN 53 

RCC Captain Erling Drangstveit 
RCCP lstLt Thomas Kenny 
HM SSgt Harold Schrader 
PJ SS AAron Farrior 

JOLLY GR.!:.EN 51 (HIGH BIRD)' 

RCC 1st Lt John Guil.martin 
RCCP Hajor Donald Vavra 

SSgt Michael Holloway 
r----~.X2 Malcolm Has.sler, 

JOLLY GREEN 55 

RCC Captain James Butera 
RCCP 1stLt Jason Bridge 
HM TSgt Spence Heywood 
PJ A2C Robert Williamson 
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U.S. Jets Dodge N. Viet Missiles 
To Stage~War's Biggest Single Raid 

-::SF(.~,(?.spaflhe~ 1? were heavily damaged," the Air Force Nod h Vietnamese shot down seven 
American pilots dodged half a dozen said. . American planes yesterday. 

Soviet-built missiles yesterday while giv- Col. Aaron J; Bowman, 44, of ~adr?s, Phot_o planes sw~pt over Yen Bai after 
Ore., planned and led the Yen Bai raid. the raid and confirmed that almost all 

ing North Viet Nam a near-record pound- He and his wirjgman, 1st Lt. Michael L. the 120 buildings at the storage installa-
ing and staging the largest pinpoint raid Brazelton, 24, qf Inglewood, Calif., flew tion were destroyed or damaged, the 
of the air war. their F105s in Wtead of the main force, Air Force spokesman reported. 

The Cost Was three U.S. J"ets shot down striking at antjaircraft sjt~s to clear a _Jr~ said 25 antiaircraft gun pits were 
path for Hie attackers. destroyed, 72 ~ buildings were destroyed 

ut none was lo.st to. t~e Soviet-b~ilt The rescued pilot was identified as 1st and 44 more were badly damaged. 
AM (surface-to-air) missiles .. One pilot Lt. Leonard C. Ekman, 24, Arlington, j ' he Yen Bai complex included storage 
~as rescue~. ~ut three other airmen we§re Va .. who ejected from his stricken jet att:as and a big ammunition depot. Sup-
hsted as m1Ssmg. . . about 15 miles southwest of Yen Bai. J.:>lies flowed in from two rail lines and 
; The heaviest single raid of the war hi 11&_ Baylor R. Haynes of_ G<!rland, Tex.,. on river barges. 
~he Yen Bai ~torage co~plex at a bend~;mo hs~ds r_c~ue operations i~~orth · The Air Force said the rail lines 
of th~ Red River, 80 miles northwest of V"~T ~am, p.~olt~.!L!hg_HH3.L]lcl:co ter had been bombed previously but the 
Hanoi. haf151Ckca,Jii.m.JJP""Ekmad'!:;uffered only Yen Bai complex itself had not. Evident­
; It was guarded by at least 30 mu11i· -'~Siiglrr~ls~ . Jy the Air Force had been biding its 
gun antiaircraft positions, but an Air Durmg the da_y _Air Force an_d Navy time while supplies piled up. 
:Force spokesman said most of them were planes flew 81 m1ss1ons-38 by_ Air Force Two of the three planes lost were 
wisted wreckage when the raid ended. pla_nes and 43 by Navy earner planes. Air Force F105 Thunderchief fighters 

• The fighter-bombers used a secret new This was two :fe~er than the 83 fl?wn shot down in the attack on Yen Bai. '-';he 
t pe of bomb to silence the antiaircraft Mond:iy, the heaviest day of attacks smce th ird, an Air Force F4C Phantom Jet, 
~tteries, an Air Force spokesman said. bombmg of the North .resumed J an. 31. was hit by Coni.!,llunis~ fire and came 

e identified it only as "a new type of The ~a_vy repo~ted its planes el:i.id~d down three miles off the coast of North 
rdnance to suppress antiaircraft fire" f?ur missiles durmg attacks. on missile Vi et Nam near ~on , Me ~sl~nd. The 
ut added the results were "very devas- si!es near the p<_>rt of H_aiphong. An two crewmen were listed as missmg. 

· ,, Atr Force reconnaISsance flight reported . · . . 
atmg._ . . sighting two of ,the SAMs 100 miles While the massive raids were gou~g 

I ' (United Press International said the south of Hanoi, 'Qoth of which exploded on north of the ~7th _Parallel, Air 
bomb, which sprays thousands of letl_ial out of vange of the American planes. fore~, ~avy and !<lan,ne pilots flew 323 
pellets, had _been used bef-ore oi:i raids The Navy also was disclosed .to be sorties m South Viet Nam. . \ . 
!n North _y1et Nam. ~owever,. its use using a new w~pon, a vastly· .. iniproved. •.. Am,~1:ic!IJ1.,~,;,.).Corean,, , Aust~ahan C!;nd. 

ad not been made publlc, UPI sai~.) . model of the Bullpup air-to-ground mis- Vietnamese soldiers had 'less l~ck than~ 
: The Air F6~ce. said the 1'."en Bai str~ke 5 i!e. The Bullpup, a Martin Co. product, t he airmen in their pursuit of V~et Cong 
~nvolved 18 missions, but did not specify became operati1imal in 1959 as a winged, and regular North Vietnamese uruts. 
tth~ number of planes. The spo~esman radio-gl!ided device with a range of 7 The military spokesman reported ex-
iSal~, however, that more planes hit Yen to 10 mlles. : trnsive patrolling by the U.S. 25th In-

ai_ than h~d _ever been _used bef?re on The three planes lost brought to 251 frntry Division in the foothills west of 
'a smgle raid m North Viet Nam m one the total of U.S. planes reported Jost Pleiku near the Cambodian frontier. 

ay. . . over North V~et Nam. PeJt!.ng radio Sine~ Saturday the division _has been 
• "Most targets m the Yen Bai complex broadcast a claim from· Hanoi that the f igliting an elusive North Vietnamese 

r·~gular unit, estimated originally at 
a bout 1 000 men but for 48 hours the 
Commu~ist soldi~rs have been offering 
only fleeting shots. 

Helicopter-borne soldiers of. the U.S. 
1 '1st Cavalry Division (Airmob1le) ovc.r­
r an a Viet Cong supply base in the cen­
tral highlands, 260 miles northeast of 
~ aigon, during Operation Crazy Horse. 
There were no details. 




