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1. While pulling strip alert at 1 ... 98 on the Joth of May 1966, the Jolly 
Greens were scram.bled for a .F-105 pilot that bailed out at 221J°H 1042JOE. 

a. Scrambled at 15061i j.. ~ ~ o/ l-L1l.d/' ,l}tHl/L 
/.bqJJ, I ¥7iJ ll)P. r f ~ 1J/~Atf 

b. Takeoft' time 151U I' t; ,r f' .I . . 
yr b I .8'~ l4/tJJJ?- ;IA 

c. Entered orbit at DRV border 1615L, departed orbit for attempted 
recovery 16JOL. 

~· Time over area about 1740, in a hover over pilot's chute about 1747, 
started out of area at 1800, and . departed area 1815. 

2. No problems were encountered enroute. 

J. Weather: 

a. L-98 weather at launch was broken(7/8) with bases at 5,500 and 
scattered cu. 

b. Weather enroute improved along the way except for occassional. strips 
of broken clouds about the same as L ... 98 at takeoff • 

. 
c. There were a few thin scattered clouds in the area of the downed 

pilot at about 5000 f'eet and haze. Visibi.li ty was very poor looking toward 
the setting sun but fair looking awq fran the sun. 

d. The return weather to t - 59 was a thin scattered layer witn tops about 
8000' except occassional cu. From L-59 to Udorn c* coverage was broken, 
tops at 101 000 feet. From about L-108, we were IFR til about 50 nd...les north 
of Udom, where the weather started improving and almost clear by the time 
we reached Udom. /) /__...._ 

4. I had di.ff'iculi ty finding the place where the Sandy' pilots said ~ 
pilot was located. We coul.d not make radio contact witb. the pilot; there was 
haze in the area; and there was a strong beeper located a few miles northwest 
of' the personnel chute that was · s~Fosed to belong to the downed pilot. The 
pilot va.s right beside nis chu'te t e la.st time anyone talked to him, and 5 
minutes before we were over him, so we hovered and put the tree penetrator on 
the ground beside the cb.ute. We got no response and saw no sign of th.e pilot. 
The parachute harness appeared to be about five feet from tbe ground. We made 
about four low passes over the chute prior to coming to a hover and one after. 

· ':tie effort was unsuccessful. D()Wt..._rGt> ADED · ~· --
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5. We received 3lllall am.a and automatic weapons fire in the "low bird" 
durin~ descent north or the immediate area so we moved across the ridge 
closer to tb.e downed pilot. Tb.e descent was 11ad.e in that area to avoid 
the heavy fiak area in tbe valley south of the ridge where the pilot was 
down. ~ received no ground fire .traa the small bowl. like valley where we 
were circling while malcing passes over the downed pilot until the pass 
just prior to hovering. However, the ground fire was far enough mu;q that 
I did not feel we would be in any great danger in a hover. About the ti.me 
we started pulling out of the hover we detected ground fire from a ridge 
about one third mile away. I called for the Sandys to suppress the area 
and we came back for one more pass over the parachute. As we passed directly 
over the parachute, we heard ground fire and got one round that caJ11e almost 
str~ up th.rough the forward fuel tank, betveen the PJ and Flight Mecbanic, 
"ind dentea the armor plate protecting the control rods. After that, we pulled 
out and returned. The PJ returned fire with his M-16 to the muzzel fl.ashes of 
automatic weapons from the ridge across from the downed pilot. 

6. As we were crossing the Red River , leaving the area, the "high bird" , Jolly 
Green 54 , was crossing about two miles down the river and started picking up 
heavy flak rrcm 37 and possibly 571'1{ AAA. They turned back and crossed further 
up stream with no difficulity. They were not hit. Jolly Green 58 received 
two hits by Slllall arms, one th.rough the .forward fuel tank and the other through 
the tail rotor and tail pylon. 

6. The crew coordination, bravery, and performance was outstanding. The 
cooperation and support from Jolly Green 54 and fighter aircraft was the 
best. 

LOW BIRD 

RCC .. Major Ealum L. Stearman 
CP - Capt Charles P. Rush 
HM ... SSgt Theodore Youngblood 
P J - A2C William Brotton 

~~«~ 
fi EJ.LUM L. STEARMAN 

Major, USAF 
Rescue Crev Commander 
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HIGH BIRD 

RCC- Capt William R. Uhl 
CP - l/tt Robert Letton 
HM - '!'Sgt Donald Jones 
P J - A2C Robert Ward 

DOWNQAADCD AT 3 YeAR INTPV4LS 

D~fYll:O Af'Tllft ta YRA-. 
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(C) il..n 0-lE with two people aboard was brolJ8ht down by enemy fire in Laos at .. 
1715N 10611E. A Navy F4B ma.king a low paes over the crash site was hit heavil't: 
anci set afi=e . The pilot and RO ejected at 1714N l06llE approxicately tvo uli.lee 
S•..J of the DRV border. Two lill-3E 1 s scrambled from l\akhon Pbanom and were led to · 
the area by AlE' s. The two survivors of the F4B were recovered individually by j · 
heist. During the second pick up the pararescueman wns hit in the knee and elbow 
by cne 30 cal round. lfoth survivors and the wounded po.rarescuema.n vere returned 
to Kbe Sanh and then evacuated to Da.Nang. Search suspended for the crew of 0-lB 
nfter search of immediate area. Wingman reported in his opi~ion there was no 
chance for survivors . 

Det 2- 3-61-19 Hny 

(c) An Air America heliconter was snot down in Laos at 1959N 10329E. Request {or 
SAR assistance was responded to by diverting an RC-130, two liH- 3E's and AlE's 
tova.rd the scene; however, the Rescµe helicopters were recalled ~hen Air America 
advised they were not needed . Air America H-34 picked up survivors and the 
deceased were left at the wreckage £or a ground party to recover. 

Det 2-3- 62- 22 Max 

(C) An F-105 pilot was recovered 62 NM East o! Nakhon Phanom by HH-3E using the 
hoist . The recovery VdS ma.de in conjunction with a smoke screen laid dcr.,.n by 
~effectiveness of heavy ground fire. 

Det 2-3-63-25 May · 

c) Two , call sign Jolly ·Green 52 and 56, were scrambled to look for.the 
downed pilot of an F-105 at 1933N l0343E· Led to the scene by fighters, the .al.E's 
~opped white phosphorous rockets to screen the pick up point . The low bird• Jolly 
Green 56, moved into the area where the parachute was :oca ted. Abcut 50 feet above 
the site, heavy ground fire started from automatic weapons. The helicopter mechanic 
saw several men and retu...""Iled their !ire'1lnd observed five er six of them !all. 
Taking hits on the aircre.ft, #2 ~ine !ailed. At low altitude and airspeed a crash 
laIJding was imminent; however, the appJ.ication of full e:mergency power on #1 engine 
enabled -lolly Green 56 to balloon over a ridge toward some ,..; ce fields •.. Airspeed . 
and RPM built back so that level flight vas maintained and fuel was dumped to. gain . 
altitude. With fighter escort and Mvigation assistance from an Air America aircraft 
the helicopter recovered at wi 8.irfi.&:l:d;i-L<? vi th 170 lbs of fuel left. During the 
follovina da:,r ' s search, an All} aircraft went down just south of the F-105 beeper 
position. Ile was recovered by an BR-3i and the search for the F-105 pilot. continued. 
When tvo F-105's made low passes over the beeper, fink was picked up. Suspecting a 

trap, the search was then suspended. : A·t1?'. L<J1 . 
1 

., O~ .. .f. ·; / : 
Det 2- 3-6f- 30 1'.ay . " .• ·. · t1 ~· :..: g']'f ,._.... ('Lr' 

. 
(C) An F-105 pilot bailed out at 2213! 10423E. ilE' s in contact with the pilot reported 
that he was under his chute which was caught in the trees. An BR-;£ lowered its forest 
penetrator hoist and hovered over the chute !or about two minutes ho~ing the downed pilot 
would come to the hoist. Just then ' the helicopter was hit twice by snall arms fire and 
had to wi thdra.w. Later attempts to locate tb.e pilot vere unsuccessful and the search 
ws suspended. 
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The deep recovery missions , such as the one on 10 May 1966, 

r equire quick r eaction time . On 30 May 1966, another deep recovery 

attempt was made when a n F- 105 was shot down across the Red River, 30 

miles from the Chinese border. The SARTF was launched and contacted 

the survivor via his survival radio five minutes before its arrival in 

the area. The pilot said that he was under his chute in the forest 

and was awaiting pickup. The chute was easily spotted but the pilot 
125/ 

could not be located and was apparently captured. 
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