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Jolly Green 56 (low bird) and Jolly Green 52 (high bird) were on alert a.t 
NKP at 0530 on 22 ~j&y 1966. We were notified by Crown 61 (HC-130H) at 1039L, 
that an F-105 was uown on the 089°/62 NM f rom NKP. Both Jolly Greens were 
airborne at 1044L, enrbute to the area. The weather at launch was 5000 1 broken 
to overcast, 10,000 1 broken, high broken, and visibi lity 10 miles. No problems 
were encountered during the scramble. 

Weather enroute to the area was 7()(X)' broken to overcast, with layers at 
9000 1 and 10,000 1 • The Jolly Greens climbed to 7 ,500 1 to take advantage of the 
cloud coverage over known flak areas. Sandys' 41 and 42 were rescort. While 
flying to the area, wa could hear a Gombay (FAC) advise a ll.,. forces that two 
miles north of the downed pilot were many 37mn and 57nm positions along a ridge 
ine. He also sai.d they were possibly "Fire Can 11 • Dragonfly 23, a FAC A1E, 

was over the area talking to the s urvivor and advised him to move southwest to 
get out of range of the guns. The survivor said he had a bad leg and couldn •t 
move too easily, and that many enemy camps were all around him. Dragonfly 23 
then requested fighters with bomi>s to lalock out the guns . The Jolly Greens 
arrived in the a.rea .iot 1120L. The weather was 7000' broken to overcast, but 
visibility '.-ias 15 miles. We let down through the weather and were advised by 
Dragonfly 23 to orbit a few miles short of the target until the fighters arrived. 
Crown 61 advised that there would be a delay on the fighters. Dragonfly continued 
to fly in and out of r.he area \A tnout drawing any fire. Since t.ime is always 
of the essence, Jolly Green 56 suggested they get all t.he \1hit e Phosphorus they 
had and lay down a smoke screen and attempt the rescue. 

At about 1155, one Sandy dropped a ;~.P. to determine t.he v.-1.nd direction. 
~Then a line of them were dropped between the survivor and the guns. when the 

(\ Sandys startea dropping, the surVivor reported heavy ground fire airected at 
them. Jolly Green 56 start.ed a rapid descent, taking advantage oft he smoke 
screen and terrain to ~et into the area. As we approached we coW.d see red 
smoke, but it was right on the edge of t-he first .l.P. dropped. The survivor 
fad his beeper on at this ti.me and all att~mpts to talk to him or to get it 

C'f urned off failed. 

""' ~ I We made a hl.gh speed pass over the red smoke,.. but couldn't see the survivor 

0 \J 9fue to the high trees and foliage. A rapid tea.rdrop t um .was made into the 
z ~ · and we came to a hover over the smoke. The flight mechanic.; st>ott.ed the 
o J survivor ana directed tne helicopter over him. We were receiving sma.J.1 arms 
~ s is fire, so we pulled the helicopter up into the edge of t he W.P. smoke, trying 
C) 1r j!J-= o keep ~he screen between us ana the .fire. ~overing was very difficult be-
~ 'if "' a.use we were about 80 1 above the t.rees, and the smoke wa.s partially obscuring 
~ ~ round references. Just as soon as the flight mect.anic advised t hat t he 
:S ~ < survivor was on the penetrator and clear of .the trees, we initiated a takeoff. 
0 0 I; ~ie proceeded easterly at a slow a irspee<i with the survivor still 50 1 below 

tne choppdr, bringing nim up enroute. Sandy advised ~~~~~~~-~cause 
heavy AAA guns at. the and of the valley wer" firing at Qi:SCh-1rli~~ "'dr'6~G£LLE!J 
ovl:lr thd oickup area aga i n and a · o h we ·,;ere still ~oi'Hg, '1fe -.rere only 
1000 ' abo~e t he "'round. Y uthamy of ---. 
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.:6 got. -r.he ::,urvi. vo.c in:;;ide ju.st as :;;ome heavy automatic weapons opened up t o , 
our ... ight. 'l'he Sandys v1ere in excell.:nt position and ret:Jrned the fire 
immediately. 1i'l'=' broke lefi .. , flying southwest and started receiving heavy 
automatic weapons !'ire from our left. .ill this time, -che par:.rescue:ran and 
the flight 17techanic -.1ere returning fire with 1'.L- 16•s. They could see the 
enemy and reported t.hey had hit at least three. ·,;e were changing heading 
constantly and climbing for t.he clouds, which we entered at 5000 1 AGL. We than 
proceeded IFR ouT.. or' the area. 

The only problems encountered were heavy chatter on the radios when we 
fi:-st arrived, however all unnessesary chatter ceased when the pickup began. 
Also the be~ptjr bc:?ing left on by t!'le survivor prevented fUrther ~oice contact. 
:·fuile in a hover making the pickup, the crew observed a dirt road ;:iext to us 
~·,ith about fifteen 50 gallon drums of fuel beside it. Thi:;; was later reported 
to intelligence, along with the lmown gun positions. 

Jolly Gr&en 56 received onii one hit (5 holes), fro~ ~11 the fire t.hrown 
at it. I believe the ji.nki.ng_ (rapid changing of altitude and heading) kept 
the hhs to a minimum. The first .1. P. was put too close to the su..-vi. vor, but 
at that t.i.me he was believeci to be further south . As it. worked out, t.he smoke 
that close acted as a good screen. 

The survivors name was Ric hara H. Hackiord J,r., 1 stLt, 
Both Jolly Greens r ecovered at NKP-at 14551. 

LO~: :aIRD 

BCC: Capt J . L. Butera 
RCCP: Capt D. fienry 
l1M: TSgt S. Heywood 
PJ: A2C Wi J 1 iamson 

~1~ 
RCC, Low Bird 

HIGH BIRD 

RCC : Capt Drangst veit 
RCCP: Lt Kenny 
HM: SSgt Scnrader 
PJ : SSgt Farrior 
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2. 

CLASSIDCA TION C1\NCEttf!;:' 
Or Ch:ingcd to L.2µ C- L ':9- .> 
By Af?;ty of 4-0 > 
By ~ (Daie)I 7 ~ :> .J-

DECLASSIFIED 



Butera.jpg 



/ 
Det 

IDECLASSIFIEDli ' : • }d ARRGp Hist, Apr - Jun 6& 

6 
. ~ePJfilg,pJifh t~ 

2-3- 0-18 Ma;y 

( C) .iUl 0-lE vi th two people aboard was bro\l8h t dovn by enemy fire 1n Laoe at 
1715N 10611E. A Navy F4B making a low pass over the crash site was hit heavilt: 
ano set afire. The pilot and RO ejected at 1714N 10611.E approxicately tvo ziiilee 
SW of the DRV border. Two EII-3E' s scrambled !rom Na.khan Phanom and "ere led to ·. 
the area by Al.E's. The two survivors of the F4B were recovered individually by j 
hoist. During the second pick up the parareecuema.n "'u.s hit in the knee and elbov 
by one 30 cal round. J:loth survivors and the wounded po.rarescuema.n "ere returned 
to Xhe Sanh and then evacuated to Daliang. Search suspended for the crew of 0-lB 
cfter search of immediate area. Willgman reported in his opi:rion there vas no 
chance for survivors. 

Det 2-3-61-19 Hay 

(C) An Air America helicouter -was snot down in Laos at 1959N 10329E. Request ~or 
SAR assistance was responded to by diverting an HC-130, two lili·3E's and AlE'e 
toward the scene; however, thE Rescu~ helicopters were recalled ~hen Air America 
advised tney were not needed. Air America B-34 picked up survivors and the 
deceased were left at the "reck:a.ge for a ground party to recover. 

Det 2-3-62- 22 l·ioy 

(c) An F-105 pilot was recovered 62 NM East of Nakhon Phanom by HH-3E using the 
hoist . The recovery was made in conjunction vi tb. a smoke screen laid down by 
A E's to reduce the effectiveness of heavy ground fire. 

De~ 
c) 'l'vo , call sign Jolly·Green 52 and 56, were scrambled to look for.the 

downed pilot of an F-105 at 1933N 10343E· Led to the scene by fighters, the ilE1 s 
~rapped white phosphorous rockets to screen the pick up point. The low bird, Jolly 
Green 56, moved into the area where the parachute was ~cca ted. Abc.ut 50 feet above 
the site, heavy ground fire started from automatic weapo~s. The helicopter mechanic 
ea.v several men and returned their fire~nd observed five er six of them fall. 
Talcing hi ts on the aircraft, #2 enaine failed. At low altitude and airspeed a crash 
lending was imminent; however, the app'l.ication of full emergency power on #1 engine 
enabled ~olly Green 56 to balloon over .a ridge toward some ~ice fields • . _Airspeed 
and RPM built back so that level flight ve.e maintained and fuel was dumped to. gain 
altitude. With fighter esoort and Mvigation assistance from an Air America aircraft 
the helicopter recovered at bll. ai.rfie-l"d.:i:·l.~ vi th 170 lbs of fuel left. Du..""ing the 
following day's searoh, an All; aircraft vent down just south of the F-105 beeper 
position. Ile was recovered by an HH-3E and the search for the F-105 pilot. continued. 
·When tvo F-105 ' s made low passes over the beeper, nek was picked up. Suepectiz18 a 
trap, the search was then suspended . "(:.. l<'J 1 ';'\cl: 

A iv 0 Ml j,t<t u . 
Det 2-3-6(-30 ~.ay ;)1'1,,_,. I 

(C) An F-105 pilot bailed out at 22131 l0423E. ilE' s in contact "1th the pilot reported 
that he vas under his chute wich was calJ8bt in the trees. An HH-~ levered its forest 
penetx-e.tor hoist and hovered over the chute for about two minutes bo~ing the down~d pilot 
vould come to the hoist. Just then the helicopter ~as hit twice by s~ll arms fire and 
had to withdraw. Later attempts to locate the pilot were t:nsuccessful aDd the search 
was suspended. 
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From Bob "Willi" Williamson PJ on low bird




