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MISSION NARRATIVE 16 MAY 1966 »\‘7’ "'T')

‘At 02572, 16 May 1966 we were notified by Compress & NKP that Dragonfly 23,

a USAF AlE, was down at 106 10E 1712N, The pilot had bailed out successfully

and his wingman, Dragonfly 2, had the chute in site and haé radio contact with
the downed pilet. At 0300Z Jelly Green 52 and 55 were airborne and Sandy 41 and
12 were airborne at 0305Z, Sandy 31 and 32, who were on another SAR mission, die-
verted to the area to help CAP the downed pilot. When w2 were approximately ome
half way to the area Sandy 32tmd to return because of low fuel and Sandy 31 came
to our position to lead us and Sandy Ll and L2 directly to the area. Weather en- -~
route was broken, bases at 3000'MSL and tops at 6500'MSL with building CB's. Upon
arriving in the area at 0355Z, Dragonfly 24 briefed us oa the situation, shewed us
the general position of the downed pilot, showed us whers he thought the gun was
that had brought Dragonfly 23 down and what approach he thought would keep us clear
of groundfire, After this was done all aircraft went to Guard frequency and we
called for radio silence, Capt Rush made the final preparations in the cockpit,
jettisoned the auxiliary fuel tanks and we started our d2scent. While we were in
the descent Dragonfly 2L told the downed pilot to fire a smoke bomb which he did.
It appeared that he was in a ravine that sloped up sharply to the west so I dew
cided to make a straight in approach to the man from the southeast and returm the
same way since Dragonfly 2L thought the most probably place for groundfire would
be on the ridge by the road, route 912, that ran southwest-northeast. While on
the approach we gained radio contact with the dowmed pilot, The smoke had
evidently drifted away from the pilot when we were deceniing because none of the
crew could spot hime. We asked him to fire another smoke bomb which he did and we
spotted the smoke immediately and hovered to the source >f the smoke. Our flight
engineer, SSgt Youngblood, spotted the downed pilot and 1lirected me over him al-
though this was rather difficult because the downed pilot was talking to us om his
survival radio so it was difficult to hear SSgt Youngblo>d's instructions even
when the UHF was turned all the way down., SSgt Youngblo>d lowered the tree penew
trator through approximately 100' of tall bamboo and eleochant grass. The survivor
got on the tree penetrator and SSg{ Youngblood brought him up. While we wers in
the hover we heard groundfire and thought we took one hit but on return we could
find no battle damage. When we heard the groundfire we :alled to the Sandys for
help and they sprayed the area with frag rockets. The pickup was complete at
0L4OOZ and we proceeded out of the ravine to the southeas:, the same way we had
entered, climbed and joined up with Jolly Green 55 and proceeded back to NKP,
escorted by Sandy Ll and 42, We landed at O450Z. Throuzhout the whole mission
everyone, my crew, the downed pilot, Dragonfly 2L, the Sandys, Crown and Jolly
Green 55 acted with professional skill and coolness, My thanks to all,

Pilot recovered: Captain Henry L. Smith

JOLLY GREEN 52
RCC~ 1/Lt Forest M. Kimsey

CP - Capt Charles P. Rush CAWNGRAD

HM - SSgt Theedore M. Youngblood f b
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(C) Two C-1E pilots were loceted end recovered by an HE-3 us.ng the hoist at 1720%
105402. Botn survivors were returned to Nakhon FPhanom.

Jet 2-3-52-6 lay

(c) An F-105 wes hit cver the target; his wingman reported a good chute at 2139N
10451E (NVK), epproximately five miles from the target area. Electronic search
the next day by FAC's produced strong beeper contact but was msuccessful due to
limited time on scene before fuel bingo. Search suspended the following day
when no visual or electronic contact was made.

Det 2-3-53-10 May

(C) The pilot of an F-105 shot down in the vicinity cf the fed River (NVKN) was
located at 2156N 10435E. Alk's in the area contacted the downed pilot; an HH-3
recovered the injured airman by hoist. On leaving the scerne, MIG's attacked
the two helicopters but were driven off by F-4C's.

Det 2-3-54-10 May

(C) Two HH-3E's were scrambled from Nakhon Phanom to recover & downed F-105
pilot at 2030N 10412E. AlE's vectored the helicopters to tie scene and
marked the pilot's position with smoke., One of the Hi-3E's lcwered its hoist
penetrator to within three feet of the pilot who had 2 bad leg injury; however,
he was able to get atoerd the penetrator and was hauled int> the aircraft for
return to Udornm.

Det 2-3-55-11 M=y

(C) c-130 and AIE's made visual and electronical search for USMC pilot of an
A-4 down in lacs at 1621N 10648E with negative results. Search suspended
since wingman was doubtful that pilot ejected.

Det 2-3-56-13 May

(¢) An F-105 pilot bailed out 5% miles NW of Nakhon Phanom and was recovered-
by hoist using an HE-3 helicopter. :

Det 2-3-57=15 May

(c) BC-130, HU-16, KC-135 and F-105's made electronic search for F-105 pilot:
down at 17228 10630E (NVN). Search suspended due to negat.ve contacts.

Det 2-3-58-15 May

(C) The lest known position of an AC-47 was 1658N 10604E (Laos). HC-130 emnd
AlE's made visual and electronic search but no leads or coatacts were made.

Det 2-3-59-16 May

(C) The pilot of an AlE bailed out successfully at 1712N 10610E. His wingman
had the chute in sight and radio contact with the downed pilot. Omn arrival of
HH-3E's, the downed airman fired a smoke bomb, was located and picked up by
hoist for return to Nakhon Phanom. Ground fire was heard during the recovery
but no battle damsge was sustained.
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Det 2-3-51-€ Moy
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(C) Two O-1E pilots were loceted end recovered by an HE-3 us.ng the hoist at 1720k
10540Z. Both survivors were returned to Nakhon Phanom.

Jet 2-3-52-5 liay

(C) an F-105 wee hit over the target; his wingmen reported a good chute at 21398
10451E (NVE), approximately five miles from the target area. Electronic search
the next day by F4C's produced strong beeper contact but was 'msuccessful due to
limited time on scene before fuel bingo. Search suspended the following day
when no visual or electronic contact was made.

Det 2-3-53-10 May

(C) The pilot of an F-105 shot down in the vicinity of the Fed River (NVN) was
located at 2156N 10435E. Alk's in the area contacted the downed pilot; an HE-3
recovered the injured airman by hoist. On leaving the scerne¢, MIG's attacked
the two helicopters but were driven off by F-4C's.

Det 2-3-54-10 May

(C) Two HH-3E's were scrambled from Nakhon Phanom to recover & downed F-105
pilot at 2030N 10412E. AlE's vectored the helicopters to thie scene and

marked the pilot's position with smoke. Ome of the HE-3E's lcwered its hoist
penetrator to within three feet of the pilot who had a bad leg injury; however,
he was able to get aboard the penetrator and was hauled int» the aircraft for
return to Udorn.

Det 2-3-55-1i1 May
(C) C-130 and AXE's made visual and electronical search for USMC pilot of an

A-4 down in Lacs at 1621N 10648E with negative results. Search suspended
gsince wingman was doubtful that pilot ejected,

Det 2-3-56-13 May

(¢) An F-105 pilot bailed out 54 miles NW of Nakhon Phanom and was recovered
by hoist using an HE-3 helicopter.

Det 2-3-57-15 May

(¢) HC-130, HU-16, KC-135 and F-105's made electronic search for F-105 pilot
down at 1722N 10630E (NVN). Search suspended due to negat .ve contacts.

Det 2-3-58-15 May

(C) The lest known position of an AC-47 was 1658N 10604E (L.aos). HC-130 emd
AlE's made visual and electronic search but no leads or coatacts were made.

Det 2-3-59-16 May

(C) The pilot of an AlE bailed out successfully at 1712N 10610E. His wingman
had the chute in sight and radio contact with the downed rilot. Om arrival of
HH-3E's, the downed airman fired a smoke bomb, was located and picked up by

hoist for return to Nakhon Phanom. Ground fire was heard during the recovery
but no battle damage was sustained.
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