
AIR FORCE  CROSS  

Posthumous Award. 
For Heroic Airnitin 

S&S Worthington BurPau 
WASHINGTON — The  Air 

Force's second highest decora-
tion, the Air Force Cross. has 
been awarded posthumously to 

I  A1C William H. Pitsenbarger for 
heroism in Vietnam. 

The award was presented by 
Air Force Chief of Staff General 
John P. McConnell to the air-
man's parents. Mr. and Mrs. Wil-
liam Pitsenbarger, in a Pentagon 

' ceremony. 
McConnell also announced that 

Airman Pitsenbarger had earned 
the Airman's Medal, four Air 

, Medals and the Purple Heart for 
other heroism and meritorious 
achievements while in Vietnam. 

The 21-year-old airman was as-
signed as a pararescueman with 
Det. 6, 38th Aerosnace Rescue 
and Recovery Sq., Bien Hoa AB, 

1 Republic of Vietnam. 
I He was killed by Viet Cong 
forces April 11 in a jungle fight 
near Bien Hoa. 

The citation accompanying the 
Air Force Cross stated, "His 
bravery and determination in the 
face of overwhelming odds are 
in keeping with the highest 
standards of performance and 
traditions of the American fight-
ing man under attack. The extra-
ordinary heroism and aggressive-
ness of Airman Pitsenbarger re-
flect the highest credit upon him-
self and the United States Air 
Force." 

McConnell noted the Aerospaci 
Rescue and Recovery Service': 
motto, "That Others May Live,' 
in telling Pitsenbaxger's parents 
that the men with whom theii 
son lived and flew "are famous 
for their courage." 

Pitsenbarget completed Army 
paratrooper training, Navy under-
water swimmers' school and Air 
Force rescue and survival train-
ing after his enlistment in the 
Air Force Dec. 31, 1962. 
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