rd'lL.'."alﬂucM-nJa.---__. _______ I s s Sy VN, B et b g i i e 8y i et gy i o ’_6:“‘ -
RECOILAEROATIC! FOR DECORATION ] 16 Apxil 1966
T0: fOr‘n;|;.fjgn and .JJ,...) i I FROM: (Orgsnization and addresn) .
SINCA . (DESE) - : _ ‘ " 3d ARRG
_al0 Us ¥oreas 96553 o= ' APO Us Forces 96307
- T TRECORENDAT (G o 7 oy, Vo O "‘l"k
REC<HAZ4O 11691 VIDUAL INDICATED BE AWARDED i )
1. Kio BF 2{lLAATION (Indicete nuubar of clusters, if spprupriate) /;’I/q
tedal of Honor (Posthumous) N
2. R-COMMERGATION 1S BASED Gy i 3. INCLUSIVE DATE($) OF ACT, ACHIEVEMENT OR SERVICE
Gy wenolsy ehen Olls 0
[ MERITORIOUS sERvICE
(Haved cncoxpleted periodof aervice) 11 .rll}l'il 1966 ) : y g 2 e
) oUTSTANDING ATHIEVEMENT ) e i '

PERSOHAL DATA ON INOIVIDUAL BEING RECOMMENDED

€- LAST NANE = FIRST NAME - MIDOLE $hiTIAL ais T s afsn TF ~ |« erace
d Pibsenbarger, Villian H. | AF156807LL A1G
7. PRESENT OAGANIZATION ARG STATION " 8. FRESENT DUTY ASSIGHMENT
stachment 6, 38th ARDS : IS e
D‘j e ? 2 ARTS . Rescue and Survival Specialist
|_AY0 U5 Foreen 96227 S g sy SO TR
8. PERMANSHTY HOUE ADDRESS E 16, ORGANIZATION OF MNEXTY nu‘rv ASS I GHNENT (IF e,p“uhlu)
626 Gordon Strcc:t; : .
Dice,—Cldo H/’t
_#,L ey SR (... < — i %
F;i‘AH*II'IFJDH. LUTY ASSIGHMINT AHJ GUATE .I.T TIME ©F 12. LATE ﬂF PROIOTIONK TO 13 INDIVIDUALYS SERVICY LN
ACT OR SEHVICE GHADE IH WiilCHW SERVING AIR FOKCE SINCE ACY Ga
- = SERVICE HAS Libu
Detachacnt 6, 38th ‘Acrospace Rascue & e , _ MONORABLE
o [ —— = I . '
Necovery Syuadron . 1 October 1965 = «is C Tk
_#16, Rescuo and Sarvi val Speciatist ) i

14, GATE OF REASSIGRRENT, RETIRENENT OR SLFARATION, AS AZPLICACLES B : ,
RETIREMENT o8 sEparATION 1S ) wvovunrany T ynvouuniZuy, ANG THE FOLLOZING SEKVICE DATES APPLY

LEROS = TARESD o= o= o —ooo o o o TPAPMED .
gLse TEESD THED

V5. PHEVIOUS ULITED STATES atCOf‘l‘lﬁ"i, Cu«-ll'k};l JUTII.I;"!Y THERLTOH , AND INCL \-Slfi DATE S ﬁl‘ SERVICE RLCﬂGﬂl.tb
(Lo rat include rarvice amcdulz, battle credite, vilt eltetione or foroign decerations)

Air Medal, Basic, 83 G-270, 1y Aug 65 - 25 pue 65
Lir M=d=l, 1lst-Uth OLC, SO G-83, 20 aug 65 - 19 Duc 65

16. ARE OIBER RECUIIENDATIONS FOH AUARDS T THIS 17. *RL OTNER INUAVIDUALS EEING RECOWGZNDED FOjz AWML 1
INDIVIDUAL FENDING (I[ yed, stalte ruardy) SAME ACT O SkevICE .

R Y T " - . .

Al 6=9th GG (%) ves C) we C 7 ves B3 no

!unm' Hedal ; . 1

Ibﬂ- IF ANSUER TO LTEA 17 15 YES, ARE THF ELCOHG LN{:‘.TIU‘S FOA THE OVHER INUIVIDUALS FURWARDED AS A FART CF THIS
RECQUNZNOUATION C‘J Yes ) &

L. IF ANSSER T0 ATEN 163 1S NG, EXPLAIH FLAMG FOk LELAY, IMCLDOTAG BATE RECOLCLHUATION(S) ®ILL BE FOLNZRLED,
AND TCELNTIEY THE IKDIVILDUAL (5) BY CRADE, NAME, SERVICE NUMEEN, FAESENY GRGANIZATION AMD STATION.

N/A
*
1:1 HAs PRENMIOUS 2WARU Dil:u MACE YO Yiils ihllVIDLMI. id. I'I \'E ALL A\-llLlILE P&LURI‘.‘; J.N{ sgut:c.!s OF lhrbeuth
FOH T"HIS ACT UR SEEYICE TIOH THAT wOULG HAVE A LEAKING ON THIS RECIHIDNOAS
TIGH BEEN CONSIDERED AND MO CONDITICH EAISTES wrhllM
: WOULL MARKE APPHOVAL OF THIS AVAKD IHAFFROPRIATE
£2) Yes EZ) no ) 5 ) wo

| 20. IF AWARD 15 FOSTNULOLS, OH 1IDIVIDUAL REGO: = NOES 15 MISS106 IH ACTION G A PRISGNER OF AR, LIST WANE,
ADDKISS KD RELATICNSUIE OF HEXT OF K1t

Wi & Hes Hilliam . Pitsofreas (Pathor & Yothee) 620 Gordon St., Plona, Ohvio . 4
2. tJ.'lE 'uHItlI FRESELRTATIDG ©F AVALL |3 2. WF AFPPUCYED , FORVARD FUF FPRLSINTATION TO Ordcn?nf!bn erd ellniey) 4
DESIH El‘l. IF AFFRCVED
4
[ ASKY /i ‘
— [3 Lt T e T = S ) . A G [ = R L o Lt WAy SIS RS P30 WS TS S o . il 4

;'F NF-;\%“:L GH Y RS ous ESITION OF THIS #0071 aiiL
BE USED UMTIL STOON 15 L0l vl



P

-
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they came under heavy attack by a large enemy unit. The US Arviy Force's
position was over-run and it was during this final onslaught that Airman

itsenbarger was fatally wounded. One survivor of the battle later
recounted Airman Pitsenbarger's heroic deeds; the surrounded group of
Americans was running critically short of ammunition. At this point ihe
conspicuous nature of Airman Pitsenbarger's bravery and self sacrifice is
again clearly evident; he ignored opportunities to seek protective shelter.
Fully aware of the risk he was taking, Airman Pitsenmbarger time and again
voluntarily exposed himself to intense awtomatic weapons fire while scrambling
around to fallen comrades, gathering un rifles and ammunition which he passed
amoriy the defenders. He courageoucly regsisted to the very end. His bravery
and determination were excmplary of the highest professional standards and
traditions to be found in the United States Air TForce. By his conspicuous
gallentry and intrepedity at risk of life above and beyond the call of duly,
Airman Pitsenborger has reflected great credit upon himself and the United
States Air Force.
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Aaman Fiest Clags William I, Pltoenbarger disbtinguished hinself by conspicuous
gallantry and intrepedity at the risk of 1ife above and beyond the call of duty,
uhile engaged in wmilitary operalions involving conflict with an opposing force,
near Cam liy, Republic of Vietnom eon 11 Apeil 1265, On that date Adiman
Piteenbarger yas a rescue spocialist ervew menber sboard a Detaclment 6, 30th
Aerogpace Ragseune and Recovery Conadeon helicoplier cogaged in the evacuabion of
muerous fuerican casualtics from this dense jungle area 35 miles east of Saigon.
Vith complete disrvegard for his personal safety, Alrwan Pitsenbarger voluntarily
rode a rescue hoist more than a luandred Teet doun thvough the trees to the eround
co insgtruct ground pergsomiel in stokes litter loading and to organize and coordinate
receue ofrforbs at the scens. During the perdod of time that followed, Ajrman
Pitsenbarger cared for and prepaved the casusliies for evacuation, rigged the
stolzes 1itler for hoisling, and insured that the rcecovery operabion continued in
a grooth, orderly fashion. Through his personal efforts the evacnation of the
cribically wounded casunaliies was greatly oxpedibed., TFollowing the recovery of
the ninth casualty the rescue aircrafs hovering overhead was damaged and disabled
by several rounds of aulonatic ueapons firve. 'The helicopter was fored to abandon
vecovery ciforts Go malie an cimergency landing ab a nearby air steip. This left
Armon Pitoenbarger stranded in a lostile jungle area wlich was Literally suarming
vith euciy forces, a risk he kneu he was taking wihen he volunteered to be lowered
into thie area. IbL should be clearly understood that nommal procedure did not
requive that Adrman Pitsenbarger stay on the ground at the pick-up site. Pavamedie
personnel are loyered into such a situation to ingsbruct the ground party in the
preper loading of the stokes litter and/or foresht penetrabor and are then generally
expecled to be, themselves, hoisted back into bhe helicopter at the earliest
oppartunity, staying on the ground no longer than is abgolutely necessary.
louever, Alman Pitsenbarger voluntarily gave up repeated opportunities to be
hoisted to the relative safcly of the helicopler, in ovder to evacuate adlitional
Arwy casualties and to adsinister medical trealiient to the wounded. Shortly
afler rescue efforts were interrupted, the pick-up scene came under sniper and
motar Lfires US Awnmy personnel at the scene decided to evacuate the area, and
began prepairing the remaining injured for the tilp out. During this period of
tiwe Mawman Pitsenbarger, wiiile under fire, cut down saplings for litter poles and
adwinistered to the wounded. ter the group had proceeded a short distance from

. bhe picle-up site they cane wnder heavy.albacl by a-large-cheip-unite—{(Contiicd ).
2%. 1YPED MAME, SHALCE AND TITLE OF IKDIVIDUAL 28. SIGHATUAE

INITIATING HECOMMENDATION ] -
—— . . . - e ]
ARNIR 7. BEALL, Colonel, USAF o P R
Cormandex - - : ' 4 T
i ar ATTACHUEHTS ny ' e T Mith 2SR
o r‘uauaﬁ_— DESCHRIPTION (Citalion =-d wupporting etatuwants or wther offlcial documenta) . o
i R ' TaY S SR e
[2 el il
> y e ' - M b e
1 Unclassified Citation - 1 Copy {_1 " s -4
2 Taped Interview of Surviving lfitness - 1 Tape W P Y
oA ' w4
NG o i
K Ty 2 (o
e TR R . Dl e a1 bt L il e S al S A Mk i 50 BT LA S ]y e S A o [t e S T b b I e D ) CURC FLECS S



' *‘“%AF15”‘p?AAsnuPnAT'AEf:aaa?ia. - I
IR RESCUE .:19;N¢HUELHLH Lhse = REPUBTTCE

LR G O s ARG

= LHS . b

.’ﬁub,x RPPRUXII‘]H TELY 1 7o HUURaIbﬁW

STABLISHED "DUE 10 CIRCUMSTANCES..
UNDZCUNCONFIRMEDY, “

731 DI UNCLAS E" ‘
ARGER’ uasv aBAMaDIC ‘ON ARESCUE MISS1ONETOR
SONN&LFrOM, AN AREA - APPRoxlvaTnLY 61ru“f

‘ﬁAbn RViVe A LRMAN PITSEVaARGaR Nﬁb 0
éﬁﬁﬁwn*on A HOISTAT LaAD i uugn

DT HE uwir Awn Punluwb‘GF&TnE UN‘ twﬁﬁmw-*
Y WHAT RAPPENED 10 auMAN*PIfa;vBAR
CH’ 5,CUT UFF, 18 UNKWOWN, . oU T Wi
STRE bPui,wHLna AIRMAN" Pffthb na'k
EYSCALLED FUR: Htiqlﬁﬂn";maud AellCUp
i D‘.,ﬁ T*rﬂzaariw**ﬂ NUTHARPARA
CHEDAND: FOUNDL ATA




COTHING  ALLOWARCE

Whishier ST

ot 53, AT W ;7,,,«-1“.
. _, ,1 DgUhCLﬁs“.ﬂ. -} ',:. A n .‘:E"" r;
ASTURITES: mntﬁan ISTERED

i SR 1 s e M0 AN e R

.---._-r

5 PnﬂkUdﬂLNd

Lt

‘IaLLY'Ab;quiu;opnnAzi
I(:E‘.v LY. uQu LRiBuloaY










Following is verbatim transcript of tape recording forwarded to this Hq
by Hq 7AF in’ connection with recommendation for award of Medal of Honor

to AIC William H Pitsenbarger.

AlC William H Pitsenbarger, the son of Mr and Mrs William F
Pitsenbarger of 626 Gordon St, Piqua, Ohio, has given his life upholding
the principles of his organization's motto "That Otheralnhy Live." A
pararescue specialist with Detachment 6, 38th Aerospace Rescue and
Recovery Sq at Bien Hoa Air Base, "Pit'", as he was known to his friends
and co-workers, was no stranger to death as a number of downed pilots
and wounded ground troops owe their lives to his selfless devotion to
duty.

Army Sgt Fred C Navarro of Hutchins, Kansas, is a squad leader
with C Company, 2nd Battalion, 16th Infantry, First Infantry Division.
Sgt Navarro is recovering now from a wound he sustained the night that
Amn Pitsenbarger was killed. Sgt Navarro can you tell us what haépened
the night that Pit was killed?

Ans ~ Well, sir, when it first sgarted there was sniper fire and
we were hit by artillery and the rescue chopper came in to take some
of the men out and they had taken five or six of them odt when there was
heavy enemy fire and the chopper was forced to leave the area. Then
about 10 minutes later the firing was pretty heavy and Pits, knowing
that this area where he was was getting hit the hardest he took his
pistol and gave it to one of the wounded men that couldn't hold a
rifle, He took his rifle and then he went from place to place while

the fire was going on trying to get ammunition from the wounded and



Pitsenbarger--2

people that had been killed to get them ammo. Ten or fifteen minutes
later he was back in the same area where he had left before. Then he
was in the area about 10 to 15 more minutes when he was hit,

Q - You say he was left there, Could you tell us why he was left
i# the area?

Ans - Well, after they had took two or three men out, he came in
ontthe hoist from the rescue chopper to help evacuate the wounded. He
was unable to rescue about six guys when the Air Force chopper was under
heavy fire and it was forced to take off, And then after the chopper
left the basket that the wounded were belng put in was caughé in a tree
and Pits wanted fo climb the tree to get the basket so the same chopper
could come back later because he told us 1f we waited until another
chopper came then it would be too late. So he went ahead and d QEHEEI

Q - How long was he on the ground before he was hit?

Ans - He was on the ground for about one hour and 20 minutes and
he was running from one place to another picking up ammo from the
wounded, from the dead that couldn't fire, then after he distributed
all this anmo out to the people then he went back to get some more and
he came back with a handful of ammunition. Then he lay down there
besidé the section that was getting hit the hardest and he started
firing, then he was hit.

Q - Were you able to talk to him at any time?

Ans - I talked to him when he was - when the chopper was fired at

and it took off. They told us we were going to leave the area and

set up in another place, and I talked to Pits when he was cutting



Pitsenharger7-3
trees to make. litters and to cafry the wounded oﬁt.

Q - While ﬁe was picking up this ammunition and bringing it back
was he also taking care of the wounded?

Ans - Yes, he was, he was helping bandage and putting dressings
on the wounded and making stretchers, and all that stuff. When it
first started it was bad because they were firing from all directious
an& they had us surrounded, the fire was pretty heavy and Piga knew
that the part that he was in was getting hit hard and that all thé guys
had run out of ammo. They couldn't ggt out because the fire was so bad,
but somehow Pits made up his mind that he was going to get uﬁ and he
got up. He ran all over the perimeter picking up ammunition then he
came back and he distributed the ammo out to each guy that was still
alive. When he came back to lay beside me, he must have had 20
magazines of ammunition. He lay there and he must have been able to
'see where the VC were because he was probably one out of 15 of the company
that was firing semi-automatic. Everybody else that couldn't see anyone
was firing automatic hoping that they would hit-the vc.

Q - Could you tell us what time of night Amn Pitsenbarger got killed?

Ans - i think it was aBOut 7:30,

Q - What happened immediately after this?

Ans - Well after that first time the fire stopped, about 15 minutes
later and it was dark and then VC women and children came in and they
started slitting throats and taking weapons.

Q - You say these were VC women and children, were you fighting

these women and children?
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Ans -~ No. See those were hard-core VC and the hard-core VC come
into a-South Vietnamese village and they tell the South Vietnamese .
people that {f they don't help them fight that they will destroy their
village, kill all the women and children and if they don't help them
fight that they'll take their wives and their kids away and take them
off somewhere, so actually the South Vietnamese civilians dén't have any
choice but to go glong with the VC. And usually in an attack with .
regﬁlar North Vietnamese you have the South or the local VC's making the
first part of the attack and then the North Vietnamese come in.

Q - What were you doing during this time?

Ans - What time are you speaking about?

'Q - Well while the women and children you say were slitting the
throats of the GIs, What were you doing?

Ans - I was about 20 or 30 meters from them. At the time I didn't
know this was going on. You must recall it was dark because the
jungle had a triple canopy and you couldn't see your ﬁand in front of
your face. The interpreter told us later that the women and kids that
had slit the throats and taken the weapons and carried the dead VC that
we had killed off to make us think that we hand't gotten anybody,

Q - Did you see any hard-core Viet Cong?

Ans - I seen a few drop out of the trees with 50 calibers,

Q - Did you stay there the rest of the night?

Ans - Yes, Sergeant, we did. After the fighting stopped we heard
probably 100 Congs hollering at each other saying that they were going
to destr;y us. I was told by our Vietnamése interpreter, he told -our Lt,

to hurry and call in artillery all around us because they were going to



Pitsenbarger--5
assault us, And we called in tﬁ; artillery and five or six rounds
came in every 15 secondé from 8:30 that night until possibly seven
that morning and they didn't get a chance to come in and get us., .

Q - Did any of the arﬁillery rounds land near your position?

Ans - They were landing pretty close, they had to drop them
cléée to us because the VC were right on our back and the fighting
wa§ real heavy, The artillery probably landed 25 - 30 meters ffom
us but actually if the fight would have ;tarted again, they would have
- had to drop it right on us.

Q - What was your location?

Ans - 45 miles east of Saigon about 12 miles west of Vung Tau.
The operation was Operation AVALANCHE.

Q - Sgt Navarro, weré you wounded?

Ans - Yes sir, I was.

Q - How many men were originally in your squad.?

Ans - I had 10 in my squad.

Q - Could you tell us how many of those men made it?

Ans - Three, sir,

Q - Well how do you feel now?

Ans - I feel lucky just to be here.

-30-



AlC Henry J O'Bern, ffignd and co-worker of Amn Pitsenbarger's,
had this to say, when asked if fits knew what he was getting himself
into when he volunteered to go down the hoist to rescue the wounded
on the ground.

0'Bern - Yes, I do. Bill had gone down many a time before,
he had gone down on his own.. In fact only two weeks ago he wént
dhwn there in very dense jungle. Later on he went in with the help of
a Special Forces team, The Special Forces team themselves even said that
1f we're hit, which there were six of us down there at the time,
thé& said we would definitely be killed in minutes. And Pits himself
had gone in there three hours earlier on his own looking ior a pilot
and got the pilot and got-him out in spité of the VC. He knew the score
pretty well and he had been fired at quite a bit before. He knew the
chance he was taking and it wasn't a case of going in there blindly.

Interviewer - In other words he volunteered to go in knowing what

‘'was on the ground.

Ans - Yeah, he did and he's been down picking out Army before,
he's been under sniper fire before. He knew all about it.

Q - Wg;l what type of guy was Pitsenbarger?

Ans - Well the usual thing everybody says is that he was a really
fine fellow but in this case it's the honest truth. I think just about
everybody in the squadron liked him, He was very pleasing, you can't
even say anything really bad about him, He's probably had some small
faults, just about everyone has, but all over everybody liked him. 1I'd

say that he was almost the most popular. guy in the squadron.



O0'Bern interview--2
Thank you Amn O'Bern,

It can truly be said that Al1C William H, Pitsenbarger gave his

life in the tradition of the men of the Aerospace Rescue and Recovery

Service "that others may live."
This is SSgt Ron Sears from Bien Hoa Air Base,

-30-
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Young Airman Gives Life to Aid Wounded Soldiers

BIEN HOA AB, Vietnam—AlC William H. Pitsen-
barger, a patarescue medic, died during the evening of
April 11 so thaf wounded soldiers might live. He was
21 years old.

Pits. ay he was known here. was killed hy Viet Conz
sunfire during a flerce jungie fight about 31 miles south-
vast of Bien Ilva,

Ha had voluntarily dropped from his rescue helicopter

to help load wounded soldiets aboard a sling which would
lift them into the hovering chopoer,

Pits was a first-termer, having entered service on the
last day of 1962,

Though young, Pits had lived a life filled with adven:
Ture.

An evewitness to ins bravery at the time 4 VC bullet
iook Pitsenbarger’s life is Army 8gt Fred C, Navarro, a
squad leader who was nne of the wounded Pits was trying

fo save. Of Navarro's 10-man squad, only two survived.

From a hospital near this base. Navarro said his unit—
“C” Co., 2d Bn. 16th Inf, 1st Ini, Div.—was involved in
a heavy fizht with the VC on April 11. Snipers and
artillery fire were all about, and there were many
wounded,

Pits, whao was ofl duty that day, velunteered to go to
(See AIRMAN, Page 15)

Eastern Edition 25¢




r

MAY 11, 1966

AIR FORCE TIMES

Airman Gives Life

To Help Woun:

(Coantinned from Page 1)
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arald Do Sialen o get ditn
positiom 1o pick np the wonmided,
Sateme had ta hover in an area
with 100 fost trees helow  him
and 1Mool tvees towering on
all sides—<nme wilhiny [ive feel
af his rotor hlades

Pit< was
when the

ahpard the THuskie
erew  made the first
pekup and took the wounded to
a field hospilal a1 Binh Ba, a
plantation ahoul twe miles from
the haltlelietd

Coming hack la 1he junzle,
Fits was lowered on his copler's
witich line to the jungle floor 1o
trear the wonnded and gel them
inty a fitter so they eould be
ittt b the helicopter and out
ol what Navarre called “lerribhle
| (I

N oe ardered Tits to drop
Inta the junale. Going into s bal-

t~ zone even Ieaving a helis
eapler at the (ime ol & rescue
attemnl — s voluntory for the
pacaresene medie,  Pits knew
what I wus doing, what he

wanlldl gel inta, bhut he went. He
ntten sard s lhest concern was
for the wonnded who neoded
him

. deon from the helicopler
placed him where the fighting

wa; most lierce, As he lreated
same wonnded  men, he gave
thewi  ammunniting  taken from

nmen wha eonld no longer use it
Eurlirr he bad given his own
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pistol to a soliier so hadly hunl
he could not hald a rifle,

When he had done whal he
could for the wounded, Pits lolt
the first gronp. Navarro didn't
know what its did vhile e was
away, but about 10 ta 13 minutes
later, the voung patamedic re-
furned 1o Navarro's side with 20
magazines of rvifle ammungition,

amanga Lhe
used a rifle la

e cronched
wounied awd
pour out fire

“Pils must have seen the V{7,
for he was the only one using
semi-automatic fire, The rest of
ns were on full antomatie, just
spraving the bushes and trees.
hoping our fire would hit"” Na.
varro said. The soldier sail he
saw VO sanipers [all from liees
aftet they were hit.

Fifleen minuies after return.-
ing ta the wounded men Tits lav
dead in the jungle,

The battle raged on Nescue
helieopters from  Nitsenharger's
unit, Del. 6 of the BIh Aero.
space Reseue and Recovery S,
tried 1o descend, They were
driven away hv the lieavy Tire,

Narkness hrought a hall 1a
the firing and nlsa hrought,

Navarra said, the VO .omen
and  children wha Infiltrated
in the blackness to slit the

throats of wounded soldiers
and take away weapons and
asmmunition. The women and
children earried dead VO away
so the Americans wonld not
know how manv were killed.

Navarra's unit called in ar
lillery during the night {o drive
back the V' farces, Five or six
ronnds came in every 15 sreonds
from 8:30 that night until 7 (he
nexl morning

A helicopter creww hrought
Tits hody out of the jungle thal
morning.

Col. Arthur Beall, AV reswenns
chief in Vietnam, said the vounz
airman had displayved inecredible
hravery.

L] L .

PITS CAME In Vielnam on
August 8 1ie had completed
Army paratveaper lraining al
Fort Benning, Ga, had gone I
the LS. Navy undorwaler swim-
mers sehoal, (he resene il sur.

vival technivians medical eourse
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and the Alr Force combnt sur-
vival eourse al Stead AFR, Nev.,
He trained to jump info the jun-
gle at ¥glin AFB, Fla, went {o
ihe Tropical Survival School at
Albrook AFB, (\Z, and attended
the fire-fighters conrse for the
HH 43 helicopter,

Life in the military was ex-
eiting [or Pits. He weni to Perth,
Anstralia, as a pararescue medic
on Geminl and Mereury space
prohe recoveries. Last fall, he
was an the helicopter which
tonk singer Mary Martin from
Tan Son Nhut AB (o Bien Hoa.

According to his squadron
mates, he liked to go on flights
carrving doclors (o treal patients
al n leper colony in V(linfested
terrilory near Bien Hoa.

Pits made 300 flights in Viet-
nam

He wag nominated for the
Afrman’s Medal recen affer
he dropped on a helicopter
winch line Inta a minefield tn
resene n Vienamese soldler,
The soldier had unknowingly
entered the minefield while
fighting a fire, and getl off a
mine which hlew off parl of
his fool,

P'its was the lype of man no
one conld dislike, “Ile prohably
had hiz fanlts, hut no one work-
fng with him eonld say just what
they were" said Al(' Henry J.
O'Mierne, a pararescne medic,

5S¢l Mauriee 3. Keesler, Tit-
senharzer's  eommander, sabd
Pits was “pne of a hreed—ready
In o on anv micsion. [le was
alwayvs there when needed.”

Capt Dale .. Potter also knew
him_ 1le =aid, “You don't replace
snineans ke Pils”

£
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Hanoi Broac

CAN THO—Air Farce men a
AR here, deep In the Mekong In
gralulating themselves on their "na

The base wes heavily mortares
Cong recently, but almost all o}
missed the largel, *

Tolal friendly casualties: Fo
Vieinamese and lhiree wounded A
try dngs. Two trucks were damage.
gasaline drums were punctured b
ments, The only afrerafl hit woa
spocted a small hole,

In the subscquent counteratt:
naniese sentries, several Viet Con,
o0 wonnded
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Editorial Release Number 40-73-810

L (Tefaiey |'Théb
ASK NOT WHAT YOU CAN DO......

For AIC William H. Pitsenbarger there was never a choice. He was of the breed
of men who need not be asked, ""What can you do for your country?'" He knew. He
always knew,

He knew when he volunteered for training as a pararescueman. He knew when he
completed Army paratrooper school, Navy underwater swim school and Air Force
rescue and survival training.

He knew when he voluntarily entered a minefield to save a Vietnamese soldier who
had been wounded. He knew each time he went down a rescue helicopter cable in
Vietnam to help lift a fellow man to safety.

And he knew when he had himself lowered to a Vietnamese jungle floor te give aid to
trapped Army infantrymen. He left the relative safety of a helicopter to join men who
were facing death themselves. To those men he represented hope.

He also represented compassion as he used his medical skills and equipment to
bandage the wounded. He was courage as he flitted from body to body, gathering ammu-
nition and weapons for the walking wounded to use in a fight for their own lives,

And when his lifeless body was found next morning, he had become a statistic, a
memorial to man's long quest for peace and freedom. He was also a legend,

Only two men among the trapped group lived to contribute to the legend of AIC
William H. Pitsenbarger. But there were others, men who knew him, men who worked
with him, men who owed their lives to him.

These were the men who provided the information about his exploits which earned
him the Air Force Cross. He was the first enlisted man to receive the nation's

o ik inall .
second highest medalﬁ He also earned the Airman's Medal, four Air Medals and a
Purple Heart, all of which were presented to his parents recently by General J. P,
McConnell, Air Force Chief of Staff.

But medals shown to friends of the Pitsenbarger family in Piqua, Ohio, do not pro-
vide an answer to why an Ohio boy died in Vietnam.
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Add 1 -- ASK NOT WHAT YOU CAN DO, .,

Between Piqua and Vietnam there is an incredible gap -- a gap of distance, of time,
of culture and of values. Perhaps there is but one common link which bridges that
gap, man's common devotion to the cause of freedom.

It is the cause that sent A1C William H. Pitsenbarger to Vietnam as a member of the
U.S. Air Force's 38th Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Squadron at Bien Hoa AB. It
is the cause for which he risked his own life to save the lives of others. And it was
eventually the cause for whic h he died.

Army men he saved, Air Force personnel with whom he served, Vietnamese for
whom he fought, his fellow citizens of this nation and the parents who loved him -- these
are the people who must continue to bear the burden he carried so well. He displayed
understanding, skill, dedication, courage and a sincere regard for other men,

There is no need for anyone to ask what William H. Pitsenbarger did for his
country. The question we must ask, as citizens, and as military men, is: '"What can
we do for our country -- and for him? "

As military men we must give generously of our gkills, keep bright the fire of
individual dedication. We must extend ourselves to do more -- doing it better - for to
do less is to lose faith with American First Class William H. Pitsenbarger who gave

himself.
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