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they came.  under heavy attack by a large enemy unit. The US Army Force's 
position was over-run and it was during this final onslaught that Airman 
Pitsenbarger was fatally wounded. One survivor of the battle later 
recounted Airman Pitsenbarger's heroic deeds; the surrounded group of 
Americans was running critically short of ammunition. At this point the 
conspicuous nature of Airman Pitsenbarger's bravery and self sacrifice is 
again clearly evident; he ignored opportunities to seek protective shelter. 
FIAlly aware of the risk he was taking, Airman Pitsenbarger time and again 
voluntarily exnosed himself to intense automatic weapons fire while scrambling 
around to fallen comrades, gathering up rifles and ammunition which he passed 
among the defenders. He courageously resisted to the very end. His bravery 
and determination were exemplary of the highest professional standards and 
traditions to be found in the United States Air Force. By his conspicuous 
gallantry and intrepedity at risk of life above and beyond the call of duty, 
Airman Pitsenbarger has reflected great credit upon himself and the United 
States Air Force. 

_ .........„-,7 

-- 	_ 	e..- . ----- 
AitTHUit 'J. Bli;ALL, Colonel, 
Com;land ea... 
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Ainaan First Class William H, Pitnenbarger distinguished himself by conspicuous 
gallantry and intrepedity at the riok of life above and beyond the call of duty, 
ubile engaged in military operations iffiolving conflict with an opposing force, 
Dear Camily, Republic of Vil.A.001a OD 11 April 1:66. On that date Ainaan 
Piteenbarger vas a rescue specialist crew member aboard a Detachment 6, 38th 
Aorocipace a.NICUO and Recovery f ... quadron helicopter engaged in the evacuation of 
numer?us Aiaerican casualties from thia dense jungle area 35 miles east of Saigon. 
lith complete disregard for his pereonel safety, Airman Pitsenbarger voluntarily 
rode a rescue hoist more than a hundred feet doun through the trees to the ground 
to instruct ground pereonnel in stokes litter loading and to organize and coordinate il 
rescue efforta at the scene. During the period of time that followed, Airman 
Piteenbargee eared for eed prepared the casualties for evacuation, rigged the 
etnkes litter for hoisting, and insured that the recovery operation continued in 
a smooth, orderly fashion. Through his personal efforts the evacuation of the 
critically wounded casualties was greatly expedited. Following the recovery of 
the ninth casualty the rescue aircraft hovering overhead was damaged and disabled 
by several rounds of automatic weapons fire. The helicopter wee fored to abandon 
recovery efforts to make an emergeney landing at a nearLy air strip. This left 
AiV4A411 Piteeebarger stranded in a hostile jungle area which vas literal:VI:manning 
with enemy forces, a risk he knew he vas taking when he volunteered to be lowered 
into the area. It should be clearly understood that normal procedure did not 
require that Airmen Fitsenberger stay on the ground at the pick-up site. Paramedic 
personnel are lowered into such a situation to instruct the ground party in the 
projer loading of the stokes litter and/or forest penetrator and are then generally 
epected to be, themselves, hoisted back into the helicopter at the earliest 

• opportunity, staying on the ground no longer than is absolutely necessary. 
Hovever, Airman Piteenbarger voluntarily gave up repeated opportunities to be 
hoisted to the relative safety or the helicopter, in order to eVacuate additional 
Ar.iv casualties and to adAinister medical treatment to the wounded. Shortly 
after rescue efforts were interrupted, the pick-up scene came under sniper and 
rioter fire. US Army pereonnel at the scene decided to evacuate the area, and 
began preparing the remaining injured for the trip out. During this period of 
time Airman Piteenbarger, while under fire, cut down saplings for litter poles and 
administered to the wounded. After the group had proceeded a short distance from 
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Following is verbatim transcript of tape recording forwarded to this IN 

by Hq 7AF in connection with recommendation for award of Medal of Honor 

to AlC William H Pitsenbarger. 

AlC William H Pitsenbarger, the son of Mr and Mrs William F 

Pitsenbarger of 626 Gordon St, Piqua, Ohio, has given his life upholding 

the principles of his organization's motto "That Others May Live." A 

pararescue specialist with Detachment 6, 38th Aerospace Rescue and 

Recovery Sq at Bien Boa Air Base, "Pit", as he was known to his friends 

and co-workers, was no stranger to death as a number of downed pilots 

and wounded ground troops awe their lives to his selfless devotion to 

duty. 

Army Sgt Fred C Navarro of Hutchins, Kansas, is a squad leader 

with C Company, 2nd Battalion, 16th Infantry, First Infantry Division. 

Sgt Navarro is recovering now from a wound he sustained the night that 

Amn Pitsenbarger was killed. Sgt Navarro can you tell us what happened 

the night that Pit was killed? 

Ans - Well, sir, when it first started there was sniper fire and 

we were hit by artillery and the rescue chopper came in to take some 

of the men out and they had taken five or six of them out when there was 

heavy enemy fire and the chopper was forced to leave the area. Then 

about 10 minutes later the firing was pretty heavy and Pits, knowing 

that this area where he was was getting hit the hardest he took his 

pistol and gave it to one of the wounded men that couldn't hold a 

rifle. He took his rifle and then he went from place to place while 

the fire was going on, trying to get ammunition from the wounded and 
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people that had been killed to get them ammo. Ten or fifteen minutes 

later he was back in the same area where he had left before. Then he 

was in the area about 10 to 15 more minutes when he was hit. 

- 	Q - You say he was left there. Could you tell us why he was left 

in the area? 

Ans - Well, after they had took two or three men out, he came in 

on the hoist from the rescue chopper to help evacuate the wounded. He 

was unable to rescue about six guys when the Air Force chopper was under 

heavy fire and it was forced to takeoff, And then after the chopper 

left the basket that the wounded were being put in was caught in a tree 

and Pits wanted to climb the tree to get the basket so the same chopper 

could come back later because he told us if we waited until another 

chopper came then it would be too late. So he went ahead and done it. 

Q -'How long was he on the ground before he was hit? 

Ans - He was on the ground for about one hour and 20 minutes and 

he was running from one place to another picking up ammo from the 

wounded, from the dead that couldn't fire, then after he distributed 

all this ammo out to the people then he went back to get some more and 

he came back with a handful of ammunition. Then he lay down there 

beside the section that was getting hit the hardest and he started 

firing, then he was hit. 

Q - Were you able to talk to him at any time? 

Ans - I talked to him when he was - when the chopper was fired at 

and it took off. They told us we were going to leave the area and 

set up in another place, and I talked to Pits when he was cutting 
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trees to make. litters and to carry the wounded out. 

Q -*While he was picking up this ammunition and bringing it back 

was he also taking care of the wounded? 

Ans - Yes, he was, he was helping bandage and putting dressings 

on the wounded and making stretchers, and all that stuff. When it 

first started it was bad because they were firing from all directions 

and they had us surrounded, the fire was pretty heavy and Pits knew 

that the part that he was in was getting hit hard and that all the guys 

had run out of ammo. They couldn't get out because the fire was so bad, 

but somehow Pits made up his mind that he was going to get up and he 

got up. He ran all over the perimeter picking up ammunition then he 

came back and he distributed the ammo out to each guy that was still 

alive. When he came back to lay beside me, he must have had 20 

magazines of ammunition. He lay there and he must have been able to 

see where the VC were because he was probably one out of 15 of the company 

that was firing semi-automatic. Everybody else that couldn't see anyone 

was firing automatic hoping that they would hit the VC. 

Q - Could you tell us what time of night Amn Pitsenbarger got killed? 

As 	I think it was about 7:30. 

Q - What happened immediately after this? 

Ans - Well after that first time the fire stopped, about 15 minutes 

later and it was dark and then VC women and children came in and they 

started slitting throats and taking weapons. 

Q - You say these were VC women and children, were you fighting 

these women and children? 



Pitsenbarger--4 

Ans - No. See those were hard-core VC and the hard-core VC come 

into a South Vietnamese village and they tell the South Vietnamese. 

people that if they don't help them fight that they will destroy their 

village, kill all the women and children and if they don't help them 

fight that they'll take their wives and their kids away and take them 

off somewhere, so actually the South Vietnamese civilians don't have any 

choice but to go along with the VC. And usually in an attack with 

regular North Vietnamese you have the South or the local VC's making the 

first part of the attack and then the North Vietnamese come in. 

Q - - What were you doing during this time? 

Ans - What time are you speaking about? 

Q - Well while the women and children you say were slitting the 

throats of the GIs. What were you doing? 

Axis - I was about 20 or 30 meters from them. At the time I didn't 

know this was going on. You must recall it was dark because the 

jungle had a triple canopy and you couldn't see your hand in front of 

your face. The interpreter told us later that the women and kids that 

had slit the throats and taken the weapons and carried the dead VC that 

we had killed off to make us think that we hand't gotten anybody. 

Q - Did you see any hard-core Viet Cong? 

Axis - I seen a few drop out of the trees with 50 calibers. 

Q - Did you stay there the rest of the night? 

Axis - Yes, Sergeant, we did. After the fighting stopped we heard 

probably 100 Congs hollering at each other saying that they were going 

to destroy us. I was told by our Vietnamese interpreter, he told-our Lt, 

to hurry and call in artillery all around us because they were going to 
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assault us. And we called in the artillery and five or six rounds 

came in every 15 seconds from 8:30 that night until possibly seven 

that morning and they didn't get a chance to come in and get us. . 

Q - Did any of the artillery rounds land near your position? 

Ans - They were landing pretty close, they had to drop them 

close to us because the VC were right on our back and the fighting 

was real heavy. The artillery probably landed 25 - 30 meters from 

us but actually if the fight would have started again, they would have 

had to drop it right on us. 

Q*- What was your location? 

Ans - 45 miles east of Saigon about 12 miles west of Vung Tau. 

The operation was Operation AVALANCHE. 

Q - Sgt Navarro, were you wounded? 

Ans - Yes sir, I was. 

Q - How many men were originally in your squad.? 

Arts - I had 10 in my squad. 

Q - Could you tell us how many of those men made it? 

Ans - Three, sir. 

Q Well how do you feel now? 

Arts - I feel lucky just to be here. 

-30- 



AlC Henry J O'Bern, friend and co-worker of Amn Pitsenbarger's, 

had this to say, when asked if Pits knew what he was getting himself 

into when he volunteered to go down the hoist to rescue the wounded 

on the ground. 

O'Bern - Yes, I do. Bill had gone down many a time before, 

he had gone down on his own.. In fact only two weeks ago he went 

down there in very dense jungle. Later on he went in with the help of 

a Special Forces team. The Special Forces team themselves even said that 

if we're hit, which there were six of us down there at the time, 

they said we would definitely be killed in minutes. And Pits himself 

had gone in there three hours earlier on his own looking for a pilot 

and got the pilot and got him out in spite of the VC. He knew the score 

pretty well and he had been fired at quite a bit before. He knew the 

chance he was taking and it wasn't a case of going in there blindly. 

Interviewer - In other words he volunteered to go in knowing what 

was on the ground. 

Ans - Yeah, he did and he's been down picking out Army before, 

he's been under sniper fire before. He knew all about it. 

Q - Well what type of guy was Pitsenbarger? 

Ans - Well the usual thing everybody says is that he was a really 

fine fellow but in this case it's the honest truth. I think just about 

everybody in the squadron liked him. He was very pleasing, you can't 

even say anything really bad about him. He's probably had some small 

faults, just about everyone has, but all over everybody liked him. I'd 

say that he was almost the most popular guy in the squadron. 
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Thank you Amn O'Bern. 

Tt can truly be said that AlC William H. Pitsenbarger gave his 

life in the tradition of the men of the Aerospace Rescue and Recovery 

Service "that others may live." 

This is SSgt Ron Sears from Bien Hoa Air Base. 

-30- 



Bien Hoa, Vietnam 
Wednesday, April 13 

Dear Van 

, Am circumventing policy tonight. Any storiss ci 

photos which leave my office are supposed to go tlirow-h 

headquarters 7th AF, then to MACV for clearance. But for 

- two reasons, I'm sending you the enclosed without going 

through channels. The first is that yolirea,buddy4n the 

same business to whom I will always owe favors. The second 

• is that, like most of us who even casually knew this . 

pararesoueman, I was very impressed by him and would .like 

to see him get all the posthumous eulogies he deserves. 

His last mission began at 1500 Monday, April 110 He 

- and his crew were alerted to rescue liftea number of U.S. 

Army casualties from Operation Abilene which is still going 

on about 75 miles eastSaigon..The.wounded t:inops of 
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fire fight and Captain Bachman recovered at Bien Hoa. 

In the battle which followed, the VC overran the Arierican 

position. They attempted to kill all wounded but two managed 

to survive until morning when other friendly forces finally 

reached their position. One of the two, an Army sergeant 	- 

who saw Airman Pitsenbarger shot and killed in the battle, 

is now at the 93rd Fi4ld Hospital between here andSaigon. , 

Of a company of about 180 men; only 14 escaped that 

battle uninjured. Most were killed. All others were critically - 

wounded. Our losses, in terms of the MACV casualty, reports 

were "heavy". 	 . . 

A few added comments on Pitbenbarger. He was described 

by the man who perhaps knew him best and respected him most, 

Captain Dale Potter, rescue pilot, as a "young, eager kid 

who was always ready to go and always willing get into the . 

thick of the action where he could be lizost-49." 

Pitsenbarger had already completed 350 rescue missions. 
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Those left on the ground included Airman Pitsenbarger. 

44iY5C 1 who had been lowered during the first pick-up to assist 
Wttati getting the wounded into the stokes litter, strapping 

them in and hoOking the basket to the cable.  
. 	, 

With both power and rpm raging above the maximum and 

,k4 . 	.1 with his rudder controls locked, Captain Salem managed to - 
- 

get the chopper to Binh Ba and made a running landing. 	...' A 
. 	A _ 4  The engine couldn't be shut down by either the normal or 

., emergency procedures. It was finally stopped by Airman 	. A 

- H'I Hammond who removed a few panels in the roof of the cabin 

1 and with a hammer beat the fuel controls closed. ,A 
, 

. _ . , There were nine holes in the side of the chopper and 	-: 

_ two of the four rotor blades had been hit. 
 

, 
} The second chopper, meanwhile, attempted to get back 

:4 into the pick up point but as soon as the enemy's automatic 	.::. 
weapons stopped, the VC beganamrimg cliortars into the area. 

'Friendly artillery from about three different 
points was called 

'1 
.. in and it fell with pinpoint accuracy all around the trapped 

Americans. 4hatzzylile chopper couldn't lower into that = 

(MORE) 
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Between 1530 and 1700 the two craft had made a total 

of five flights in and out of the area.Vhey carried 9 

wounded soldiers in Stokes litter baskets to a field aid 

station about seven miles away near the village of Binh Bec.A; 

On  the sixth flight, the third for the crew in the 

first chopper, Salem anda,v‘i reached a hover, started 

lowering the basket and watched as the men on the ground 
4444 

were reaching/for it, when their chopper was suddenly hit 

by a volley of fire from a .30 cal machine gun. The chopper 

lurched, the power and rpm wont screaming over the red lines 

and the pilot pulled up rapidly and at the same time, armed 

and fired the cable cutter separating himself from the basket 

and the survivors on the ground. .„ 	, &At 



His last mission began at 1500 Monday, April 11. He 

and his crew were alerted to rescue liftea number of U.S. 

- .Army casualties from Operation Abilene which is still going 

on about 75 miles east.of Saigon..The.wounded troops of-

"Damage Charlie Five" company out of the 2nd Brigadee of the 

Big Red One, were down in thick jungle. The tree canopy 

extended about 130 feet up and the only way of g4tting 

the wounded out as with a hoist-equipped chopper. Two 

H-43 's from our Detachment 6, 38th AARS, were scrambled. 
were 

In the first one wes: Captain Harold D. Salem, pilot; Major 

Maurice G. Kessler, copilot, A/1C Gerald C. Hammon, crew 

chief, and A/1C William H. Pitsenbarger, pararescue specialist. 

They were trailed by a second H-43 flown by Captain 

Ronald L. Bachman, pilot; Captain Raymond L. burden, copiloti 

S/Sgt. David E. Milsten, pararescue specialist and A/1C 
1.e 
homas C. Story, crew chief. 

Both choppers got to the rescue point within one half . 

hour after being alerted. They found a spot in the thick 

jungle where they could lower and hover below the tops of 

•the trees and just abc-ct the secondary growth. The area 

•was too tight for a loaded Huey to lift oat of and much too 

...4041 
small for a Chinook to get into. So the job fell on the Air:,„ ,- 

/4/4-.2 	L—re.)/1-er 	,-.7,09bieoer, FTe. 46627 
,430x 3 , 	 7,f,c77c.09-Lf1V7  
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A few added comments on Pitbenbarger. He was describedV 

by the man who perhaps knew him best and respected him most; 

' Captain Dale Potter, rescue pilot, as a "young, eager kid ,-"NrX4Fi 

who was always ready to go and atways willing get into the 

thick of the action where he could be dtost 	• 

Pitsenbarger had already completed 350 rescue missionie 

He's been recommended for the Airman's medal for one 

episode and should have been awarded at least a DFC for hid ,., ,', 

	

. 	.. 
... heroic efforts to save a VNAF survivor of chopper shot down= 

in D Zone last September. 41E wAs NeVea  S4-0961 1 7TtEb 

41 
e planned to get out of the Air Force next Fall and  

7 .,.!.A0, 
- 0had already applied to Arizona State where he hoped to study

' 

to become a medical technician or male nurse.  

	

, , .:: . 	- ,... • F,:.',4M1 
There's a move under way here to name the newly organiied4,19c4 

VFW Post in his honor. He was one of the most active and 

	

•-• 	: 	. 	:;;4,51-, ;,  
instrumental of the charter members of this, the first post*:: 

. *;.. -; ,.,:..4:t'i;*1 to be myna opened in a combat zone. 	..'!.-;, ,,,.,,:,:,, 	..:: ...> :,,,:!i;.:-.',4-:. i  . 
, ':',,;, .1.  . 

As Potter said, "You don't replace people like Pits"..: 
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fire fight and Captain Bachman recovered at Bien Hoa. 
, 	 . 

In the battle which followed, the VC overran the American - 

position. They attempted to kill all wounded but two managed - - 

to survive until morning when other friendly forces finally , 

reached their position. One of the two, an Army sergeantc 

who saw Airman Pits enbarger shot and killed in the battle;:'_,. 
. 	, 

is now at the 93rd 41d Hospital between here and Saigon._ 
- 

I'm sending one of my staff there tomorrow to interview this 

sergeant and get his story on tape. I'll send you a dub 	_ 

of that taped interview. 
4,..,nraw•oThr,• • 

" Of a company of about 180 men, only 14 escaped that 

battle uninjured. Most were killed. All others were critically 
• • 	 . 

wounded. Our losses, in terms of the MACV casualty reports 
, 

were "heavy". 
• •-• 
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Those left on the ground included Airman Pitsenbarger 

Al who had been lowered during the first pick-up to assist  

ddIti getting the wounded into the stokes litter, strapping _ 

them in and hooking the basket to the cable. 

With both power and rpm raging above the maximum and 

, with his rudder controls locked, Captain Salem managed to 	, 

get the chopper to Binh Ba and made a running landing. 

The engine couldntt be shut down by either the normal or 	' 

emergency procedures. It was finally stopped by Airman 

Hammond who removed a few panels in the roof of the cabin 

and with a hammer beat the fuel controls closed. , 

There were nine holes in the side of the chopper and 

two of the four rotor blades had been hit. 

The second chopper, meanwhile, attempted to get back 

into the pick up point but as soon as the enemy's automatic 

weapons stopped, the VC began.lptyjmg mortars into the area. 

Friendly artillery from about three different points was called 

in and it fell with pinpoint accuracy all around the trapped 	' 

Americans. 414ttammitilly"The chopper couldn't lower into that a 

(moRE) 
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Between 1530 and 1700 the two craft had made a total 

of five flights in and out of the area.They carried 9 
• 

wounded soldiers in Stokes litter baskets to a field aid 

station about seven miles away near- the village of Binh Ba. 

- On  the sixth flight, the third for the crew in the 

first chopper, Salem ar.d...aek.24 reached a hover, •started 

lowering the basket and watched as the men on the ground 	• 

were reaching for it, when their chopper was suddenly .  hit 

by a Volley of fire from a .30 cal machine gun. The chopper 

lurched, the power and rpm went screaming over the red lines 

and the pilot pulled up rapidly and at the same time, armed 

and fired the cable cutter separating himself from the basket 

and the survivors on the ground. 
..... 



"Damage Charlie rive" company out of the 2nd Brigade of the 

Big Red One, were down in thick jungle. The tree canopy. 

extended about 130 feet up and the only way of g4tting 

the wounded out as with a hoist-equipped chopper. Two 

H-43 's from our Detachment 6, 38th AARS, were scrambled. 
were 

In the first one wnal Captain Harold D. Salem, pilot; Major 

Maurice G. Kessler, copilot, Al1C Gerald C. Hammon,' crew 

chief, and A/1C William H. Pitsenbarger, pararescue specialist 

They were trailed by a second H-43 flown by Captain 

Ronald L. Bachman, pilot; Captain Raymond L. Murden, copilot; 

S/Sgt. David E. Milsten, pararescue specialist and A/1C 

homas C. Story, crew chief. 

Both choppers got to the rescue point within one half 

hour after being alerted. They found a spot in the thick 

jungle where they could lower and hover below the tops of . .1 

the trees and just abcut the secondary growth. The area 
	j 

-was too tight for a loaded Huey to lift out of and much too 	A 
A 

small for a Chinook to get into. So the job fell on the Airs 
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Young Airman Gives Life to Aid Wounded Soldiers 
BIEN HOA AB, Vietnam—AIC William H. Pitsen- to help load wounded soldiels aboard a sling which would to save. Of Navarro's 10-man squad, only two survived. 

harger, a pararescue metfic, died during the evening of lift them. into the hovering chopper. 	 From a hospital near this base. Navarro said his unit— 
April 11 30 that wounded soldiers might live. He was 	Pits Was a first-termer, having entered service on the "C" Co., 2d Bn., 16th Inf., 1st Inf. Div.—was involved In 
21 years old_ 	 last day of 1962. 	 a heavy fight with the VC on April 11. Snipers and 

Pits, a he was known lif--re. was killed by Viet 	Though young, Pits had lived a life ailed with advert- artillery fire were all about, and there were many s 	 Cone, tore. ' 	 wounded. gunfire during 3 tierce jungle fight about 31 miles south- 	An eyewitness to his braery at the time a VC bullet 
east of Bien Hue. Pits, who Was off duty that day, volunteered to go to took Pitsenharger's life ic Army Sgt Fred C. Navarro, a 

He had voluntarily dropped from his rescue helicopter quad leader who was nor of he wounded Pits was trying 	 (See AIRMAN, Page 15) 
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AIR FORCE TIMES 

Airman Gives Life 
To Help Wounded 

(Conti:sued from Page 1) 

thoir 	 3'■ iP■ Sign1 . 11 to 
an 1111 Et 

j,11 1 411• It het, ri I q. *lied is 
dense. It ha-. what soldiers rail 
3 I nopy covor -- three 
keels qf Ii oo hei11113, SOIlle of 

tree. are 150 fret tall. 

Tne 	 piloI with whom 
I.its mule his last flight is Capt. 
1111111:1 II, Sileni 	To get hail 
p..,ition to piek 	the wounded. 
Salem had to hover in an area 
st it 11 100 not I eves heinw him 
!oil 130.fo0t trees lowering on 
all sides—mule within five feet 
of his rater blade:. 

Pols was almatii the Iltiskie 
adien this (seen made the first 
pickup and tools the wounded to 
a field hospital al Binh ila, a 
plawatiem about too miles from 
th s ,I lefielul 

coining back Io the jungle, 
q Wa 111Wel erl on his enpter'a 

env!) line lit the Innele floor to 
keit the %mooted and gel them 
jut., a litter sit they could be 
Woe,' III Ow helicopter and out 
ot what Navarro called "terrible 
fire" 

No one /mimed Pits to drop 
In., the Going into a 1331-
ll- zone .i's eli fraying a bell. 
reeolor at the time III a rescue 
attemot — is oluntary for the 
par iresene medic, Pit ,= knew 
141,31 11 0  1V:Iv doing, %hat lie 
vault' gel intro, but he went. lie 
nIteu said his lirst eoncern was 
fa! tite wounded who needed 
Iiiiii 

III• dron Fr' 'to the helicopter 
pldred him where the fighting 
was most fierce. AS he treated 
some 5511111111101 Men. he gave 
them anommition taken from 
ince who could no longer use it. 
Farli sr he hail given his own 

•  

pistol to a Willer so badly buil 
lie could not hold a rifle, 

When he hail done what he 
rould for the wounded. Pits loft 
Ihe firs! gionp Navarro didn't 
know what Pits did while he was 
away, hid atroot 10 In 15 minutes 
later, the young pat :medic re. 
turned to Nniarrn's side with 110 
maanzines of rifle. ammtiaition. 

Ile crouched 310 (l ii :7 Iii 
‘V011nfIC(1 atidIISP(Ia rifle to 
pour out fire 

"Pits most have seen the VC, 
for he was the nnly On.? mina 
semi-automatic fire, The rest of 
tis were on full anlomatie. just 
spraying the latches and trees. 
hoping our fire would hit." Na. 
warn said. The soldier RP111 hP 

saw VC snipers fall from Bees 
after they were hit. 

Fifteen minute's after return. 
log to the wounded men ril5 lay 

(tract in the Jungle. 

The battle raged on Beseur 
holiennlers ham Pifsonhareer'. 
unit, Del 6  of the 38111 Aero-
space Rescue and Bremer% Sq,. 
tried to descend. They o..sre 
driven away be the heave fire. 

Darknesa brought 3 Italt In 
the firing mid also hrought. 
Navarro said, the ./omen 
and children who Infiltrated 
in this blacknesis to alit the 
throats of wounded soldiers 
and take away weapons and 
ammunition. The women and 
children retried dead VC away 
Si) the Ametieans woidd not 
know how many were killed. 
Navarro's unit railed in 31... 

lillery during the night In drivo 
back the VC farces. Five or six 
rounds Mil!,  in every 15 seennris 
from 8311 that night until 7 Ilte 
next morning, 

A helicopter 'crew brought 
Fits body mit of the jungle that 
morning. 

Col. Arthur Beall. AV teseito 
chief in Vietnam, said the )antal 
airman had displayed incredible 
bravery. 

PITS C,1111E In VieInnnt nit 
Atienst 8. lie hail completed 
Army paratrooper Irainina at 
Fnr1 Henning, tia., had gone to 
the U.S Navy molerwater swim. 
rners ;Micro!, the rescue poll stir. 
viral technicians medical eour..e  

and the Air Force combat  asir- 

viral eottrse at Stead AFB, NeV. 
Ile Is amen to jump into the jun. 
gle at Eglin AFB, Fla , went to 
the Tropical Survival School at 
Albrotsk AFB. C.Z,, and attended 
the fire-fighters course for the 
Itll'13 helieopter. 

Life in the military was ex-
citing for Pits. He went to Perth, 
Aostralia. as a parareseue medic 
on Gemini and Mercury apace 
plebe reeoveries. Last fall, he 

no the helicopter which 
tnok singer Mary Martin from 
Tan Son Nhut AB to Bien Boa. 

According to his stradran 
mates. he liked tn go on flights 
carrying doctors In treat patients 
at n leper colony in VC-infested 
territory near Bien boa. 

Pits made 300 flights in Viet. 
narn 

ite was nominated for the 
Airman's Medal recently after 
he dropped on a helicopter 
winch One Into a minefield to 
t eseue Vienamette soldier, 
Thr aoldier had unknowingly 
entered the minefield while 
fighting p fire, and set off a 
Hoe which blew off part of 
his foot. 
Pits was the type of man no 

nne (amid dislike 'lie probably 
bail his fanits, but no one work-  
fog with him mold say Ma 4  what 
the wore." said Alt' henry J. 
D'Iliertie, a pararesene medic. 

Set. Maurice (1. Kesler,  Fit-
se,tti'irgor's commander, said 
Pit .; was "one elf a breed—ready 
lii 1.! 1 ) 1111 any inkSin11. I t. was 
always there when needed." 

rapt Dale L. Potter also knew 
him Ile said, "You don't replace 
SninPn/lP like Pits." 

Hanoi Broac 
t'1N TI10—Air Force men a 

All here, deep in the Mekong lb 
gratulatina themselves on their "na 

The base was heavily mortaret 
Cone recently, but aintost all Pk 
missed the target. • 

Total friendly casualties: Fe 
%loin:mese and three wounded A 
try does. Two trucks were damage. 
gasoline drums were punctured P. 
meats. The only aircraft hit wag 
spatted a small hole. 

In the subsequent counterath 
names! sentries. several Viet eon, 
0 ,  wounded_ Vietnam Communique 
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ASK NOT WHAT YOU CAN DO 	 

For MC William H. Pitsenbarger there was never a choice. He was of the breed 

of men who need not be asked, "What can you do for your country?" He knew. He 

always knew. 

He knew when he volunteered for training as a pararescueman. He knew when he 

completed Army paratrooper school. Navy underwater swim school and Air Force 

rescue and survival training. 

He knew when he voluntarily entered a minefield to save a Vietnamese soldier who 

had been wounded. He knew each time he went down a rescue helicopter cable in 

Vietnam to help lift a fellow man to safety. 

And he knew when he had himself lowered to a Vietnamese jungle floor to give aid to 

trapped Army infantrymen. He left the relative safety of a helicopter to join men who 

were facing death themselves. To those men he represented hope. 

He also represented compassion as he used his medical skills and equipment to 

bandage the wounded. He was courage as he flitted from body to body, gathering ammu-

nition and weapons for the walking wounded to use in a fight for their own lives. 

And when his lifeless body was found next morning, he had become a statistic, a 

memorial to man's long quest for peace and freedom. He was also a legend. 

Only two men among the trapped group lived to contribute to the legend of AlC 

William H. Pitsenbarger. But there were others, men who knew him, men who worked 

with him, men who owed their lives to him. 

These were the men who provided the information about his exploits which earned 

him the Air Force Cross. He was the first enlisted man to receive the nation's 
(.9  

second highest medalA  He also earned the Airman's Medal, four Air Medals and a 

Purple Heart, all of which were presented to his parents recently by General J. P. 

McConnell, Air Force Chief of Staff. 

But medals shown to friends of the Pitsenbarger family in Piqua, Ohio, do not pro-

vide an answer to why an Ohio boy died in Vietnam. 
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Add 1 -- ASK NOT WHAT YOU CAN DO... 

Between Piqua and Vietnam there is an incredible gap -- a gap of distance, of time, 

of culture and of values. Perhaps there is but one common link which bridges that 

gap, man's common devotion to the cause of freedom. 

It is the cause that sent AlC William H. Pitsenbarger to Vietnam as a member of the 

U. S. Air Force's 38th Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Squadron at Bien Hoa AB. It 

is the cause for which he risked his own life to save the lives of others. And it was 

eventually the cause for which he died. 

Army men he saved, Air Force personnel with whom he served, Vietnamese for 

whom he fought, his fellow citizens of this nation and the parents who loved him -- these 

are the people who must continue to bear the burden he carried so well. He displayed 

understanding, skill, dedication, courage and a sincere regard for other men. 

There is no need for anyone to ask what William H. Pitsenbarger did for his 

country. The question we must ask, as citizens, and as military men, is: "What can 

we do for our country -- and for him?" 

As military men we must give generously of our skills, keep bright the fire of 

individual dedication. We must extend ourselves to do more -- doing it better - for to 

do less is to lose faith with American First Class William H. Pitsenbarger who gave 

himself. 

* * * 
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