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Medal of Honor— Airman First Class (A IC) William H. Pitsenbarger—The Next Step in S affing 	6 July 2000 
Summary 

1. Purpose. To obtain SAF/OS signature on letters to Congress supporting the award of th( Medal of Honor to AlC Pitsenbarger 
under the provisions of Title 10. United States Code. section 1130 (extract at Tab 2). 

2. Background. At the request of Congressman Boehner, the Air Force reviewed a recomn endation to posthumously award the 
MOH to Al C Pitsenbarger for heroic actions in Vietnam in 1966. After review by the Air F arcc Decorations Board and senior 
civilian and uniformed leaders, SAF/OS recommended approval and requested USD (P&R) issistance is further staffing of the MOH 
recommendation (Tab 3). 

3. Discussion. After review of the MOH package, OSD action officers indicated that two ad litional items were needed to begin final 
OSD staffing: (a) the coordination/concurrence of the Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff and (1 i copies of the SecAF letters formally 
notifying Congressman Boehner and the Chairmen and Ranking Minority Members of the 1- ouse and Senate Armed Services 
Committees of the SAF recommendation to waive the statutory time hinits and approve the ward. These letters are required under 
the provisions of 10 USC 1130. We have obtained CJCS coordination (Tab 4) and have prep. red appropriate letters to the HASC and 
the SASC for SAF/OS signature. Upon release of these letters, copies will be provided to 05D along with Gen Shelton's 
concurrence, so that OSD may proceed with MOH staffing through DoD GC, USD P&R. an OMB before SecDef/White House 
review. 

4. Recommendation. SAF/OS sign the attached five letters (Tab I) notifying Congress of yt -  ur recommendation to approve the 
MOH for AlC Pitsenbarger. 

B 

Director 	
ERG 

'Air  Force Review Boards Agency 

Tabs 
1. Proposed Letters (5) 
2. Extract 10 USC 1130 
3. SecAF Memo, 15 Ma!, 00 
4. CJCS Memo, 5 Jul 00 
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r.; k 	 SECRETARY OF THE AIR FOF:CE 
, ,,k'• 
'stA‘jir  1, 	 WASHINGTON 

• ,,, ',,,,,___ 	s .,■ ,  . 
• .  3,4rts Di r''''  

The Honorable John A. Boehner 	 JUL 19 21)0 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515-3508 

Dear Congressman Boehner: 

At your request, the Air Force considered a proposil to award the Medal 
of Honor to Airman First Class William H. Pitsenbarger under the provisions of 
Title 10, United States Code, Section 1130. The Air Fore Decorations Board 
and my senior civilian and uniformed staff reviewed the ( ase and submitted it 
to me with their recommendation. After giving your request careful, personal 
consideration, it is my determination that the award of II e Medal of Honor is 
warranted to recognize Airman First Class Pitsenbarger's gallantry and that the 
time restrictions should be waived by law. On 5 July, General Shelton, 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff concurred with my : -ecommendation. 

I have forwarded my recommendation to the Under Secretary of Defense. 
Similar letters have also been sent to the chairman and s !nior minority 
member of the Committee on Armed Services in both the Senate and the House 
of Representatives. 

Thank you for your efforts and concern on behalf of this brave American 
whose courage and initiative in the heat of battle merit th , t recognition 
bestowed by the Nation's highest military decoration, the Ivledal of Honor. 



SECRETARY OF THE AIR FOFICE 
WASHINGTON 

The Honorable Floyd D. Spence 	 JUL 1 9 2000 
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515-6018 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

I am writing to you requesting a waiver of the statutory time limitations to 
award the Medal of Honor to a true American hero. Aim an First Class William H. 
Pitsenbarger displayed gallant and intrepid actions by placing himself in harm's 
way to rescue others during hostile fire near Cam My, Republic of Vietnam on 
April 11, 1966. He died in that action and was posthumously awarded the Air 
Force Cross. 

Title 10, United States Code, Section 1130, require; that I provide you with 
my recommendation concerning the award of a military decoration when the 
authorized time for approval of the decoration has passec and review of the matter 
is requested by a member of Congress. On March 24. 19)9, Congressman John 
Boehner submitted a recommendation to consider awardinr, the Medal of Honor to 
Airman First Class William H. Pitsenbarger under the provisions of 10 USC 1130. 
The Air Force Decorations Board and my senior civilian al id uniformed staff 
reviewed the case and submitted it to me with their recon mendation. I gave this 
request careful, personal consideration, and it is my determination that the award 
of the Medal of Honor is warranted to recognize his gallanay and the time 
restrictions should be waived by law. On 5 July, General Shelton, Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff concurred with my recommendation. I have forwarded my 
recommendation to the Under Secretary of Defense. 

Your support of this request will be appreciated. A :iimilar letter has been 
sent to the ranking minority member of your committee. 



SECRETARY OF THE AIR FORCE 
WASHINGTON 

The Honorable Carl Levin 
Senior Minority Member 
Committee on Armed Services 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510-6050 

Dear Senator Levin: 

JUL 19 2000 

I am writing to you requesting a waiver of the statt. tory time limitations to 
award the Medal of Honor to a true American hero. Airman First Class William H. 
Pitsenbarger displayed gallant and intrepid actions by placing himself in harm's 
way to rescue others during hostile fire near Cam My, Re3ublic of Vietnam on 
April 11, 1966. He died in that action and was posthumc.usly awarded the Air 
Force Cross. 

Title 10, United States Code, Section 1130, requires that I provide you with 
my recommendation concerning the award of a military d coration when the 
authorized time for approval of the decoration has passed and review of the matter 
is requested by a Member of Congress. On March 24. 1999, Congressman John 
Boehner submitted a recommendation to consider awarding the Medal of Honor to 
Airman First Class William H. Pitsenbarger under the pro fisions of 10 USC 1130. 
The Air Force Decorations Board and my senior civilian and uniformed staff 
reviewed the case and submitted it to me with their recon mendation. I gave this 
request careful, personal consideration, and it is my determination that the award 
of the Medal of Honor is warranted to recognize his gallan .ry and the time 
restrictions should be waived by law. On 5 July, General Shelton, Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff concurred with my recommendati Dn. I have forwarded my 
recommendation to the Under Secretary of Defense. 

Your support of this request will be appreciated. A similar letter has 
been sent to the chairman of your committee. 



SECRETARY OF THE AIR FOPCE 
WASHINGTON 

The Honorable Ike Skelton 
	 JUL 

Senior Minority Member 
Committee on Armed Services 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington. DC 20515-6018 

Dear Congressman Skelton: 

I am writing to you requesting a waiver of the statiitory time limitations to 
award the Medal of Honor to a true American hero. Aim tan First Class William H. 
Pitsenbarger displayed gallant and intrepid actions by pl Icing himself in harm's 
way to rescue others during hostile fire near Cam My, Rc public of Vietnam on 
April 11, 1966. He died in that action and was posthum )usly awarded the Air 
Force Cross. 

Title 10, United States Code, Section 1130, requires that I provide you with 
my recommendation concerning the award of a military c ecoration when the 
authorized time for approval of the decoration has passed and review of the matter 
is requested by a Member of Congress. On March 24. 1939. Congressman John 
Boehner submitted a recommendation to consider award ng the Medal of Honor to 
Airman First Class William H. Pitsenbarger under the pr c visions of 10 USC 1130. 
The Air Force Decorations Board and my senior civilian a -id uniformed staff 
reviewed the case and submitted it to me with their recommendation. I gave this 
request careful, personal consideration, and it is my dete -rnination that the award 
of the Medal of Honor is warranted to recognize his gallar try and the time 
restrictions should be waived by law. On 5 July, General Shelton, Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff concurred with my recommendat on. I have forwarded my 
recommendation to the Under Secretary of Defense. 

Your support of this request will be appreciated. A similar letter has 
been sent to the chairman of your committee. 



SECRETARY OF THE AIR FORCE 
WASHINGTON 

JUL 19 2000 
The Honorable John Warner 
Chairman, Committee on Ai 	wed Services 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510-6050 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

I am writing to you requesting a waiver of the statutory time limitations to 
award the Medal of Honor to a true American hero. Airn:an First Class William H. 
Pitsenbarger displayed gallant and intrepid actions by pl icing himself in harm's 
way to rescue others during hostile fire near Cam My, R public of Vietnam on 
April 11, 1966. He died in that action and was posthum )usly awarded the Air 
Force Cross. 

Title 10, United States Code, Section 1130, require s that I provide you with 
my recommendation concerning the award of a military c ecoration when the 
authorized time for approval of the decoration has passe c and review of the matter 
is requested by a Member of Congress. On March 24, 1939, Congressman John 
Boehner submitted a recommendation to consider award ng the Medal of Honor to 
Airman First Class William H. Pitsenbarger under the prc visions of 10 USC 1130. 
The Air Force Decorations Board and my senior civilian a id uniformed staff 
reviewed the case and submitted it to me with their recon tmendation. 1 gave this 
request careful, personal consideration, and it is my determination that the award 
of the Medal of Honor is warranted to recognize his gallan try and the time 
restrictions should be waived by law. On 5 July, General Shelton, Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff concurred with my recommendat on. I have forwarded my 
recommendation to the Under Secretary of Defense. 

Your support of this request will be appreciated. A similar letter has been 
sent to the ranking minority member of your committee. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR SECRETARY OF DEFENSE  
DEPUTY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE cZ 	7 

- SEP 72000 
THRU: 	Under Secretary of Defense (Personnel & Readii ess) 

4 .0,t;4/0 
FROM: 	Assistant Secretary of Defense (Force Management Policy)

4 	
li i)  

Prepared by: Capt Amy Boehle, ODASD(MPP)( )EPM, 695-631 oc,,A 
Date Prepared: August 23, 2000 

SUBJECT: 	Medal of Honor (MOH) Recommendation for the a-Airman First Class 
(A1C) William H. Pitsenbarger, United States Ar Force — ACTION 
MEMORANDUM 

--X- PURPOSE: 	For Secretary of Defense to approve the recomme idation of the 
Secretary of the Air Force in order to request Legi ;lative Reference 
Service (LRS) to process the enclosed package foi congressional 
authorization for upgrading the Air Force Cross a ,  varded to then-
Airman First Class (A IC) William H. Pitsenbarge -, United States Air 
Force 

DISCUSSION: The Secretary of the Air Force has recommended pgrading the Air Force 
Cross awarded to then-Airman First Class (A IC) iilliam H. Pitsenharger, 
United States Air Force to a Congressional Medal A Honor for heroic acts 
during the Vietnam War (Tab A). The Chairman c f the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
concurs (Tab B). 

Since this award was not made within three years a Eta the date of the act 
justifying the award, legislation is required to waiv t time limitations. Sections 
1130, 8741, 8742, and 8744 of Title 10, USC, pertz in (Tab C). Further, the 
commendation requires staffing with OMB. Legisl Wye Reference Service 
(LRS) is responsible for doing this and processing I kpartmental Legislative 
initiatives. To support this request, the prepared dr tft bill and sectional 
analysis for LRS is enclosed at Tab D. 

The Secretary of the Air Force has notified the Chairman and Ranking 
Member of the Senate Armed Services Committee; he Chairman and Ranking 
Member of the House Armed Services Committee; Ind Congressman Boehner 
of his support for this upgrade (Tab E). 

The proposed citation and summary of action is atti :hed. 

U12406 inn 
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Medal of Honor Reconside i 	rm on–Aian First Class (Al C) William H.  Pi ntsen 	r 	120 September 1999 
Summary 

1. Purpose. To obtain SAP/OS approval of a recommendation to USD (PER) to posthumously award the 
Medal of Honor (MOH) to Al C William Pitsenbarger for his heroic action: in 1966 during the Vietnam War. 

2. Background. Earlier this year Congressman Boehner wrote to SAP/OS (Tab 2) requesting approval of the 
MOH under the provisions of 10 USC 1130 (extract at Tab 3). Al C Pintse ibarger had been posthumously 
awarded the Air Force Cross (AFC) in 1966 for his extraordinary heroism in risking his life to save others near 
Cam My, Republic of Vietnam, on April 11, 1966. As the MOH is the higl est military honor awarded for 
conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at risk of life above and beyond the all of duty, approval of 
Mr. Boehner's recommendation will require the coordination/concurrence cfCJCS, SecDef and the White 
House. Criteria for the MOH and AFC may be found in the law (extract at Tab 4). 

3. Discussion. Al C Pitsenbarger's heroic actions were in the finest traditions of military service and most 
worthy of the special honor afforded by the MOH. The current recommendation package (Tab 5)includes key 
eyewitness accounts for the Army  members  on the ground during the actions  that may not icave been avat a e 
fa_ jeALs• F  rce leadership when they considerede originalE vard  submis;ion in 1966. (This could not be 
confirmed, as no file copy of the original recommendation could gaa —d–in .116-f-a-ifiorough search of AF files). 
Further, approval of only the second MOH awarded to an Air Force enlist& member would send a strong, 
positive signal ININD to our enlisted force during this time of enlistment ar d retention challenges. 

4. Recommendation. SAP/OS approve and sign the attached memorandun (Tab 1) recommending approval 
of the MOH and seeking USD (P&R) support obtaining final approval. 

Director 
Air Force Review Board Agency 

Tabs 
1. Proposed Memorandum 
2. Congressman Boehner letter 
3. Extract of 10 U3C 1130 
4. Criteria of MOH and AFC 
5. Recommendation Package 
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NOTE: The following statement is presented in a chronological narrative depicting the 
events as they occurred and leading to the lowering of AlC Willi.zm H. "Pits" 
Pitsenbarger to the jungle floor to assist in the evacuation and tryating the wounded and 
survivors of Charlie Company of "Big Red One". Hopefully this ,oresentation will 
provide the reader with glimpse into and perhaps a clearer understanding of the vital and 
heroic actions taken by Al C William H. "Pits" Pitsenbarger on that fateful day that his 
sacrifice to help wounded Army soldiers would be ultimate. This oarrative can only 
portray the events as witnessed and recalled by the pilot of Pedrc 73, Captain Harold D. 
Salem, USAF. This statement and statements provided by eyewitness survivors Army 

Lt Martin L. Kroah, Army 1" Lt John A.Libs, Army Sgt. Frank f. Navarro, and others 
will provide the reader with a more complete and clearer prospective that indeed: 
A IC William H. Pitsenbarger distinguished himself by conspicuous gallantry and 
intrepidity at the risk of life above and beyond the call of duty, while engaged in military 
operations involving conflict with an opposing force, near Cam Aly, Republic of Vietnam, 
on April 11, 1966. 

STATEMENT 

Let's go! It was 1507 hours, 11 April 1966, at Detachment 6, 38 th  rescue and Recovery 
Squadron, Bein Hoa Air Base, Republic of Viet Nam. 

We had just received word at our helicopter rescue detachment that Charlie Company of 
the 1 st  Infantry Division,"Big Red One" had suffered many causalities during an 
encounter with the Viet Cong. They were surrounded by the enemy and help by friendly 
ground forces was many hours away. The jungle was very dense and the only way to get 
the wounded medically evacuated, was to hoist them out using our Rescue helicopters. 

We knew that area well. Our crew had spent a large part of the night before trying to get 
in and extract the wounded but we were held on orbit close by. Charlie Company of 
"Big Red One" had been engaged in fierce combat with approxirr ately 500 Viet Cong 
soldiers. We watched as air strike after air strike pounded the are l. Yes, we knew that 
area well. We now were being called back in again. 

Within minutes after receiving the call for assistance, two HH43F Rescue Helicopters, 
Pedro 97 and Pedro73 lifted off the pad at Bein Hoa AB and headed for the pickup site. 
While en route our crew discussed the mission and what may lay ahead. It was going to 
be a tough one. Airman Pitsenbarger "Pits" said he didn't feel good about this one—we 
all agreed—none of us did. 



We were in Pedro 73 and our crew consisted of four people: AlC William H. "Pits" 
Pitsenbarger, Rescue and Survival Specialist; AlC Gerald C. Hammond, Helicopter 
Mechanic and primary hoist operator; Captains Dale L. Potter and Harold D. Salem, 
Rescue Crew Commanders' who alternated the pilot seat each da v. Our crew had flown 
many rescue missions together. We fully respected and trusted in each other and were to 
the point where we could anticipate each other's actions. This was especially helpful 
when the going got tough. Potter was not with us today. He had been sent to Siagon to 
procure stokes litters. Major Maurice Kessler had elected to fill it for Potter as co-pilot. 

Both Rescue helicopters arrived on-scene at 1545 hours and made contact with 
Sidewinder 23. He cleared us to begin the rescue effort and advis,x1 that Charlie 
Company had been severely hit. There were approximately 33 su vivors left out of a 
company of 180 men and that most of the survivors were wounded. Pedro 97 was 
primary bird for the day and they positioned themselves to move in for the first pickup. 
The jungle below was very dense with a triple layer of canopies; the upper canopy was 
close to 150 feet tall, with the second layer at 100 feet and the lower at approximately 50 
feet. There was a small hole in the lower canopy that would be ju;t large enough to 
"snake" a stokes litter through. To make the recoveries, it was g oing to be necessary to 
hover in a conclave area with 100-foot trees below and 150-foot trees towering on all 
sides. The hover reference point would be a large tree that would be within 3 to 5 feet 
from the rotor tips. 

Pedro 97 moved into the hole and completed a stokes litter pickup. They pulled out to 
transfer the patient from the stokes litter to a folding canvas litter in the cabin. There was 
only room in the chopper for two litter patients. 

Pedro 73 then moved into the hole for a pickup. Hammond snaked the stokes litter down 
through the trees and into the hands of some survivors below. The survivors appeared to 
be having a tough time trying to figure out how to get the next pz tient into the stokes 
litter and ready for pickup. Once they figured out how to rig the sting assembly, they 
placed a wounded solider, stretcher and all in the stokes litter. They reattached the sling 
and gave us the thumbs up for hoisting. The stretcher had been made from a pancho and 
two long tree limbs. 

They had done the very best they could under existing conditions: however, it really 
complicated the pickup because the stretcher poles extending out of the stokes litter on 
both ends caused the stokes litter to continually get hung up in thc trees below. When the 
stokes litter was finally hoisted up near the cabin door, both Pits and Hammond had to 
swing the stokes litter out far enough and away form the chopper before they could bring 
the patient in feet first. It had been a real struggle. They were fina ly successful in getting 
him part way in the helicopter, with part of the stokes litter and stretcher poles still 
sticking outside. We had no choice but to pull out of the hole and head for Binh Ba with 
only one person aboard. There was not enough room for another person. 



It had been an exhausting pickup. It took almost forty-five minuts to complete. This 
pickup took twice as much time as normal. While in a hover you are a "sitting "duck for 
enemy ground fire so you try to keep the hover time as short as p )ssible. You also reduce 
your window of opportunity for more pickups and we didn't want to do that. 

While en route to the Army Field Hospital at Binh Ba, we discus:;ed the pickup and all 
agreed that there had to be a better and faster way to hoist those people out of there. We 
couldn't afford to waste any more time. It was a very hostile area and we knew we had to 
make every minute count if we were going to successfully get th( rest of the wounded 
and survivors out of that Hellhole. We had no direct communicat ons with the people 
below, except though hand signals. We really couldn't advise them on how to speedup 
the process nor to help them evaluate the extent of injuries. Hopefully, some of the 
wounded could be sent up on the forest penetrator, which was mt ch faster, but certainly 
couldn't be used for hoisting the critically wounded. 

None of us were pleased with last pickup but Airman Pitsenbargc r (Pits") offered his 
solution to solving the problem: Capt'n, I've got an idea that mig it work! Capt'n, on our 
next trip in why don't you put me down on the ground. Once I'm down there I can really 
help out. I can show those guys how to rig the stokes liter and load it right. It's a wonder 
we didn't drop and loose the last guy out of the stokes—those gu is put him and that 
homemade stretcher in the stokes litter and worst of all, they newt -  even strapped him in! 
A couple of times when the stokes popped loose after it had been snagged in the trees it 
started to spin and wobble--- I thought we might loose him for sure— but, thank God, we 
didn't. Capt'n, if you will just put me on the ground I can get everything organized and it 
will really help us speed up the pickups. In between pickups I car help some of the 
wounded and determine who needs to come out first. Maybe we ( an send some of them 
up on the penetrator. It will be much faster and you can put more people in the bird. I 
know we can do it! It will make a difference! 

SALEM: Pits, you really have a good point, but I don't want to t ike the chance of 
loosing you! You are really needed here. With you gone it limits is to one stoke litter 
pickup at a time. It is really a "hot" spot down there. Are you really sure you want to go 
down? PITS: Yes sir! Capt'n, I can really make a difference! SA LEM: Hammond, what 
do you think, can you make it alone back there? HAMMOND: Y es sir. Capt'n, I agree 
with Pits—something has to be done---that last pickup was a bitch, I thought that we 
were going to loose that last guy out of the stokes litter! Those poor guys on the ground 
are going through Hell. Most of those guys probably have never c yen seen any of our 
rescue gear and much less know any of our procedures. Pits coulc really help, even 
though I really don't want to see Pits go down there! 

SALEM: Ok, I'll think it over! You both make some make some ;ood points—we have 
to get those guys out of there, soon! Before the VC hit them agair.  . I thought it over and 
over again as to whether Pits should go down. I finally decided we should give it a try. 

3 



SALEM: Pits, Hammod, we will be ready to go into the hole in about 5 minutes. Ok Pits, 
I'll go along with you—lets give it a try! I'll put you down on a couple of conditions. Just 
as soon as you have things under control down there, I want you back up here, and the 
other is, if we give you the signal to come up—come up! Ok? PITS: Yes sir. That's great, 
I know it will make a difference. I'll get my stuff ready to take down with me. SALEM: 
Pits, any second thoughts? PITS: No sir--none--I'm ready, I'm taking all of the splints 
and medical bag with me. I'm taking my M-16 with me. Ready when you are! 

We wished Pits good luck. I maneuvered the helicopter in to the )ickup hole as 
Hammond strapped Pits on to the penetrator and disconnected hi:, mike cord. I took my 
last glimpse of Pits as Hammond swung him out of the cabin. Pit had a big grin on his 
face and held onto his medical kit in his left hand and his M-16 r fle in the other. He 
motioned to us with his right hand clutching his M-16. I said a si ent prayer for him. I 
have a feeling the rest of the crew said a prayer for him too. We just never talked about 
it. Down he went as Hammond snaked him down through the trei,s to the wounded and 
survivors waiting below. I'm sure they were surprised to see someone come down into 
their Hellhole. 

Hammond hoisted the penetrator back up and sent a stokes litter lown to Pits. Pits 
quickly showed others what to do and took part in loading the ne a patient into the stokes 
litter. Hammond hoisted him up without a hitch. I pulled out of die hole and Pedro 97 
moved in for another pickup. We proceeded to Binh Ba, where tl -  e patient was transferred 
to the field hospital. We refueled the bird as quickly as possible and headed back to the 
pickup point. 

With Pits now on the ground attending the wounded and getting things organized, Pedro 
97 was able to make a patient pickup using the stokes litter and two patients using the 
penetrator, which was much easier and faster. With Pits on the grpund, he had really 
made a difference! He really helped speed up the whole rescue process! If we could keep 
up this pace we stood a better chance of getting everyone out to :,afety. 

As we were re-entering the pickup point we were notified by SidcWinder 23 that the VC 
had launched a mortar and small arms attack on Charlie Compan: , . Perdro 73 held in orbit 
close by and was soon joined by Pedro 97. 

We finally received word from Sidewinder 23 that the firefight had been neutralized and 
it was clear to go back in. Pedro 97 would go in first. He had a Medic aboard and he 
could assist in the on-board patient transfer from the stokes litter o a folding canvas 
stretcher. In the event the area became "hot" again, Pedro 73 would go in and try to get 
Pits out. Pedro 97 went back in and was able to complete two stckes litter pickups in a 
very short period of time. Thanks again to Pits, he really was gett ng everything 
organized! He was medically treating the wounded and determini -rg which wounded 
should be sent up first. Pits said he would make a difference. He ieally had! 

4 



When Pedro 97 pulled out of the hole, Pedro 73 went in for another pickup. Hammond 
spotted Pits, he was signaling for a stokes litter. Hammond hoolccd it up and began 
lowering to Pits. We could hear enemy fire down below but Pits vas ignoring it and kept 
motioning for us to continue lowering the stokes litter. When the stokes litter was just a 
few feet above Pits, all "Hell" broke loose! We were getting hit 1 -  ard by enemy ground 
fire. The helicopter lurched from the rounds hitting the bird—it siddenly yawed severely 
to the left and at the same time we experienced a sever loss in rotor Rpm causing the bird 
to begin a slow decent. I was able to control the yaw with full right rudder and then 
realized I had no control over the engine---we had apparently hac taken hits in the throttle 
quadrant or the fuel control and in the flight controls. 

My immediate concern was to keep the chopper flying and not hit any trees that were just 
a few feet away from the tips of the rotor blades. Hammond kepi the stokes litter going 
down while signaling for Pits to grab hold of the stokes litter when it came within reach 
so we could pull him out. I was able to keep the helicopter fairly iteady now using full 
right rudder. Finally, the rotor Rpm began to increase and stopped our decent. Again, our 
main concern was to try some way to get Pits on board! He mus t have known that we 
were taking heavy ground fire! Hammond was now franticly motioning to Pits to get 
him to try and grab onto the stokes litter but Pits continued to give Hammond the wave-
off and appeared to be hollering for us to get the Hell out of there! This was his second 
wave-offl Without any hesitation Pits elected to stay on the ground with the wounded 
Army survivors of Charlie Company! 

Not knowing how much longer the bird was going to hold togethz and the fact Pits that 
had elected to stay on the ground, we had to get out of there and get this bird on the 
ground as soon as possible. As I began to maneuver the bird up aid out the pickup hole, 
the stokes litter became snagged in the trees below. We were nov "tethered" to the trees. 
Hammond said it was really hungup and there was no way he cot Id get it loose. I flipped 
on the emergency release switch and cut the cable. The cable fel away and we began our 
gradual pull out. We headed for a small clearing we had spotted earlier. It was about 2 
clicks away. We became concerned that if I set her down in the c earing, we would 
probably be up to our armpits in VC. At this point, I guess we wc uld just have to take our 
chances. Upon spotting the first clearing we spotted another one 1urther away and we 
headed up for it. As we got closer to the second clearing we could see Binh Ba several 
clicks away and decided to take a gamble the bird would confirm( to stay together and get 
us there. We didn't know how badly the flight controls or rotor blades has been hit, so I 
felt it was best to not make any abrupt flight control movements and was as gentle on the 
controls as possible. I made a long shallow approach to a running landing. The bird held 
together and we arrived in one piece. Our chopper was now out of commission and 
would be for some time. 

Now what about Pits? Somehow we just knew that one of our ch)ppers would get him 
out. After escorting us to Binh Ba, Pedro 97 headed back to the p ckup point to try to 
continue with the rescue and to get Pits out. He also requested another rescue crew on 
scene. 
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Upon arriving back at the pickup point Pedro 97 was advised by Sidewinder 23 that there 
were 7 more known causalities and Pits was still on the ground. I3efore Pedre 97 could 
maneuver into the pickup point Sidewinder 23 advised that no m )re pickups could be 
attempted at that time because the area was again under heavy eremy contact. This time 
the enemy was also to close to the survivors for any close air suport to be called in. 
Artillery was directed in and the pickup point soon became fully encircled by artillery 
fire. Pedro 97 maintained a close orbit and was soon joined by Pedro 43. Shortly after 
dark Sidewinder 23 advised Pedros' 97 and 43 that no more extrt -  ctions could be 
attempted and advised the Pedros' to return to home base. 

The next morning, 12 April 1966, we learned that Pits did not survive. He had paid the 
ultimate price! He had been killed at approximately 1930 hours cn 11 April 1966. 

We would later learn that remaining survivors, Army 1st It. Mart n L. Kroah, Army 1st  Lt 
John A. Libs, Army Sgt. Frank C. Navarro, and US Army 4 1h  C1a3s F. David Peters, 
Daniel L. Kirby, Phillip J. Hall and Gallen Summerlot, were ablt to give eyewitness 
accounts about the most demanding, courageous and heroic actio is that A1C William H. 
"Pits" Pitsenbarger, USAF, had taken to help fellow service men survive while on the 
jungle floor with Charlie Company. 

I firmly believe the heroic actions taken by A IC William H. Pitenbarger on April 11, 
1966 are most deserving of our nations highest award for valor, the "Medal of Honor." 
The medal he as originally nominated for on 16 April 1966. 

Respectfully, 

HAROLD D. SALEM 
Lt Col, USAF (RET) 
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