
AIRMEN MEMORIAL MUSEUM 

To Whom It May Concern, 

In the Summer of 1997 he Museum commenced an 
initiative to document the military career and 
accomplishments of the hird enlisted Air Force Cross 
recipient, William H. Pit ;enbarger. 

Since his combat death cn April 11, 1966, tales of 
Pitsenbarger's heroic ad i ions in Vietnam have been passed 
down by friends, fellow •ieterans, admirers, and aspiring 
historians. Young men a id women throughout the Air 
Force recognize the nam! Pitsenbarger, the story of his 
valor acquiring the character of myth. 

With methodical research the Airmen Memorial Museum 
endeavored to separate 17istorical fact from popular fiction. 
Enclosed in this package you will find our publication, 
William H. Pitsenbarger Air Force Enlisted Hero. The text 
provides a topical and objective overview of Pitsenbarger's 
Pararescue training, milit try career and climactic final hours. 

Although the research pe -formed to complement the 
biography dispels some n isconceptions about Pitsenbarger's 
actions, irrefutable evidet ce was uncovered revealing the 
magnitude of his courage Unfortunately, the short narrative 
cannot fully articulate the meaning of this man's sacrifice for 
his country and fellow nu mbers of the military. 
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the contributions of count less enlisted heroes and pioneers. 
Every Airmen Leadership School, NCO and Senior NCO Acadrmy in the U.S. Air Force received 
a copy of the Pitsenbarger biography at no charge. 

In early 1998, The AMM staff was tasked with the primary responsibility for research and 
collection of records pertaining to Pitsenbarger's service. This information, if sufficient, was to be 
drawn upon as the foundation for requesting the upgrade of the Medal of Honor for William H 
Pitsenbarger. 
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Museum researchers gathered written statements and docume -nary evidence from more than one 
dozen U.S. Air Force and Army veterans who were witness tc Pitsenbarger's actions, knew him 
personally, or had first-hand knowledge of the events in quest on. This package of information 
includes those statements Also included is a letter from two officers in Pitsenbarger's chain of 
command endorsing the upgrade to Medal of Honor. 

Through the cooperation of these veterans, the Piqua Museurr , the Air Force Historical Research 
Agency, the National Archives, and other organizations, the Airmen Memorial Museum has 
established an unprecedented wealth of information relative to William Pitsenbarger's life. 
Reproduced in this binder are several items from the AMM's l'itsenbarger Archives. 

Whether written by historians analyzing the Vietnam War or b,' fellow veterans unearthing their 
most difficult memories, words cannot overstate the bravery o - William H. Pitsenbarger. His 
sacrifice speaks for itself in a simple, clear voice. It tells us exactly how much he valued the lives 
of others and to what ends he would go for his fellow servicemen. It is foolish to try to convey the 
limits of his courage. There are no adequate words and there were no limits. William H. 
Pitsenbarger's sacrifice was ultimate. In retrospect, our only course of action is to acknowledge 
what his actions represent to our country. The Medal of Hono: symbolizes what words fail to 
capture. The extent of his intrepidity under enemy fire is befittiig of our nation's highest military 
decoration, the Medal of Honor. 

Respectfully, 

W. Parker Hayes, Jr. 
Curator and Director of Operatic ns 



Survivo 	PJ 
A 	Out Hoist Notes! 

Barbena 	No 	Yes 1 
Martin ■A 	 save 

_Maj 

Out 
PJ 	

Med Hoist Notes 

Isaves 
No Yes 	Yes 4 

PJ Sun Ivor A 	Med Hoist Notes Out  
Schnei(ier, 1Lt 	, ,1 Yes, No 	Yes,1 
USA 	 ;save 

1111 Survivor 
A 

(ISA x 4 

MISSIONS PITS FLEW ON AS LOW BIRD 

Sur (ivor 	PJ Med Night Hoist Notes k 	Out  
;ao Van, 	Yes Yes Yes1 No 1 
_t 	 save 

ID IMISREP  SAR Name A/C Type Downed RescuedRIM Survivor A ffl'J OutIMedilHoistl  Notes I :  

1159 	Yes tv1edevac TIC 	10/9/65 109/65 	fflWunknown USA' 	No Yes i Yes 2 saves 

ID IMISREP SAR Name A/C Type Downed Rescued flillITInvwoiJ ( m e d r 	f 
240 	Yes tvledevac 	TIC 	10/9/65 	10/9/65 	USA x 3 	\Jo Yes 	Yes:3 saves 

Hoist 	Notes zEre l 	SAR 	I NC 	 Survivor 
ID IMIS 

	

	 owned Rescued 	
A I Name I Typ( 

Survivor E 

- 
PJ 

Med Night 
Out 

' 

1163 	Yes Medevac TIC 	11/6/65 	11/6165 
7 

Mclvor, 
A.J. Sgt 

'Woodward, 
Glen B PVT 

Yes' Yes .  Yes Yes 2 saves 
Australian 

l Armay 

ID IMISREPISAR NamelA/C Type lDowned iRescued1111111111 Survivor  A III PJ  OutiMediNightlHoisti Notes  I 
1176 	Yes Medevac TIC 	2/12/66 2/12/66 	USA x 4 	No Yes Yes Yes 4 saves 

ID IMISREPISAR  Nar 

119 1 	YeslMedevac 

Type ownedIRescued 	Survivor 

4/11/66 	4/11/66111111111IUSAx 2 

!  PJ )ut Medi Hoist' 	Notes 
(es Yes!1 Yes12 saves - PJ KIA 



MISSIONS PITS FLEW ON AS HIGH E IRD 

ID IMISREPISAR NamelAJC TypelDownediRescuedIIIIIIIIII Survivor A 	III !Hoist' Notes'  
1167 	Yes Medevac TIC 	-f .l2/19/65 12/19/65 1 fflffl j Hunt James SP,411d 	Yes11 save 

ID MISREP SAR  NamelA/C TypelDowned1Rescuedill a 	Survivor  A 	III 	Outil HoistiNotesl .  
1158 	YesiMedevac 	 1 9191651 	9/9/65 11 	11 Williams, Ralph Li-4j 	Yes 1 save 

'1 ID IMISREPISAR NamelA/C TypelDownediRescuedll IIIIII1Survivor AIII loistiNotes  
1174 	Yes.Medevac TIC 	2/12/66 2/12/66 	Hall. PVT 	Yes 1 save 

ID IMISREPISAR NamelA/C TypelDownelRescuedll 	I HoistiNote 
1165 	Yes 	 0 - 1E 	I 12/7/65 12/7/6511 11111 I I 	No 1 sae 


