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(Continued from AF Form 642) 

they came. unde1• heavy attack by a larce enemy unit . The US Al•r1ty Force's 
position Has over-run and it uas durin~ this final onslaueht that .A.irni.:i.n 
Pitsenb.:i.rr;er was fatally wounded . Ono sm·vivor of the battle later 
rccoun ted Airm .. ".n Pi tscnbarger ' s heroic deeds; the surrounded group of 
Americans \raS runninc cri-:.ically short of ammunition . At this point the 
conspicuous no.tur e of Airman Pi tsenb.:u·Ger ' s bravery and self sacrifice is 
again clearly evident; he ienored opp0j.•tunitics to seek protective shelter. 
1'\llly mmre of the risk he was tclcing, Airm.:.n Pi tsenb.:i.rger tl1:1c and u0ain 
volunt<rcily e}=!)OSed h.irM>elf to intense automatic Hcaponn firo uhile ucrambling 
around to fallen comro.clas, gatherinc up rifles and ammunition uhich he pas::;ccl 
amonG the dcfcnclcrs . He courageouc1y resis tecl to the very end. His brave1·y 
and determination Herc exemplary of the higheut professiontll s t:md.:.r<.ls and 
tracli tions to be found in the United Stnt.eo Air Force . By hi.s con::;picuous 
gallan liry and intropeclity at rl::;k o.f l :i.fe above and beyond tho call of du'.;y, 
Airman Pl tsenb.:irGer hns reflected great credit upon himself urn.l the United 
States Air Force. 
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J\h~lllan liJ.1·st Glass Hi.lJ iai11 H. Pl tscnb:n ·r;cr cti.s t.ineuisiled hir.1sc lf by conspicuous 
G.:i.J lnntry and intrcpcdit .. y at the i·1sk o.L J.i . .lc 2.bov0 ['lld beyond tl:.e call of duty, 
\/111J.e cngo.gcd in rn:i.J.itn:cy oporati.on:.; in-.ro:i.v.i.112 con.flict 1r.i.th ru1 oppos:i.113 fol'cc, 
ncm• Cam lly, Republic of Vict.n(lrn Oil ll .l\p:i.•i.l JS66 . On ~!tat da l.o /d.1'111an 
Pi i:,:.;c11bargm.· u~s a rescue sp.Jcin lint.. crcu lll1mbm• aboal'd a Detaclllilen t.. 6, 30th 
A01·o:J1)0.cc l"t3scuc :md Rccovel'y Cc~nad.con hulicoptcl' Cilt;aaccl in the evacuation of 
l1U\1HJrous fl.i,1c1·icnn ca~u,1ltio:J f1•orn tid.3 clon:J<~ jun~le area 35 m.i.le:::; east of Sn.icon . 

I 

H.L t.h co1.1pletc di:; regard fo1• hls i~cr:.:onc.J. u:l.fut:r, J\il'111o.n Pitscnhc,rger voluntarily 
rotlc o. rescue hoist more than a l1u11drcd feet do~m Un:ough the trees to the [~round 
to i110tt·uct rsround pcr~onncl in stokes Ji 0to:i.• loading anti to 01·cnnize .:md coordinate 
l'occne o.f.fod.s at.. t..hc s1;enc . Durina the period of time that folloHc<l, Airman 
Pi t ucnba:cGer r;arcd fo1· and prcpm·cd the c3::;u:i.l tien for evacuation , ri~eed the 
stol:c:J lit ~m·. for hoistin~, o.nd inm1red tha I:.. the recovery op01•ation continued in 
a ::w:l)Oth, orderly fashion . Tlu•ough his pc1•3ontl cf.for i;a the evacuation of the 
critic ally nounclcd camw ... l tieu l·ms gi•catly expcdi t..ed . li'ollmrlnc the reco'iery of 
the ninth cnsual ty tltc rcsi..:uc td.1·craft hovo·dng ovm·hca<l uas drunac.;cd and disabled 
by :.;ever al rounus of au toi.1.1.cic liCa11ons fire . '£he helicopter uas forcd to abondon 
i·ccovery oi'forts to 111al~c nn eH1el'GC1l~~Y larnl.Lng at.. a nc.:i.rLy ~J.r stt•ip . '!'his left.. . 
J\il.'1111.n Pit:wr.he.rc;cr s1-.1·antlc)1l in c. ho::;tilc junuJ.c nrca Hlli.ch 110.s l:Ucrally nuarm:Lng 
~n.J~h c-mci.1y foi'ces , a .riuk he knc:m he uas t<Jking Hhcn he volunteered to be louered 
in·i;o the m•ea . It should he clea:i.·ly un<lcrstood t!1at nornml procedure did not 
rccp1.i~·e thn~ ld.r1:w.n Pi tsenb<"ll'GCr st.o.y on the ~round <rt.. tho picl=-up site. P.:u·o.medic 
por:.JOnnel are lOHt.!i'Od into such a s1 tun ti on to in:3 t-.1·uct the ground party in the 
pro!)81' loadi.n~ of the G t.olces lit tor 0.nd/ or f Ol'(}S t-. penetrator an<l arc then generally 
~.:~p0ctcd to be, themselves, hoisted back into the hclicopt..c1• at; the earliest 
.opportunity, ::ri:.uyinG on the erouncl no longer th .... 1.n ls ah::;olutely neccsm:i.ry. 
J!o:mver, Ail'ritan Pitsenbarger voluntarily ~,,_ve up rc)catcd oppo1·tunit..ies t..o be 
hoiat.0d to l:.hc relative safcl:.y of the hclle;optcr, in order to evacuate ndditional 
.l\:r;ny CQf.>U•i.ltics c.:nd to u.cl.ra.inistcr Ti!cclical t :ccut11u.mt to the uoundcd. Shortly 
af tc1· rescue efforts ucre interrupted, tho pick-up scene cru11c urn.!er [;nipcr and 
r;1otqr fire . US Am1y per::wnnel at the scene dccidod to cvacu.'..ltc the nrc:i , and 
beco.n prcpm•ing t..hc rcrnai.ning inju1•cd for tho ti•.Lp out . Dm·ing this period of 
ti11,e .l\i1r1nu.n Pit::;enbargcr, uh.ile under fire , cut doun saplinGS for litt~r poles and 
ad:ri.nistered to the \TOtmckd. .Af te1· the :;roup ho.d proceeded u short disto.nce fi·om 
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Following is verbatim transcript of tape recording forwarded to this Hq 

by Rq 7AF in' connection with recommendation for award of Medal of Honor 

to AlC William R Pitsenbarger. 
· 1 

AlC .William H Pitsenbarger, the son of Mr and Mrs William F 

Pitsenbarger of 626 Gordon St, Piqua , Ohio, has given his life upholding 

the principl es of his organization's motto "That Others May Live . " A 

pararescue specialist with Detachment 6, 38th Aerospace Rescue and 

Recovery Sq at Bien Hoa Air Base, "Pit", as he was known to his friends 

and co-workers, was no stranger to death as a number of downed pilots 

and wounded ground troops owe their lives to his selfless devotion to 

duty. 

Army Sgt Fred C Navarro of Hutchins, Kansas, is a squa~ leader 

with C Company, 2nd Battalion, 16th Infantry, First Infantry Division. 

Sgt Navarro is recovering now from a wound he sustained the night that 

Amn Pitsenbarger was killed. Sgt Navarro can you tell us what happened· 

the night that Pit was killed? 

Ans - Well, sir, when it first started there was sniper fire and 

we were hit by artillery and the rescue chopper came in to take some 

of the men out and they had taken five or six of them out when there was 

heavy enemy fire and the chopper was forced to leave the area. Then 

about 10 minutes later the firing was pretty heavy and Pits, knowing 

that this area where he was was getting hit the hardest he took his 

pistol and · gave it to one of the wounded men that couldn't hold a 

rifle . He took his rifle and then he went from place to place while 

the fire was going on. trying to get annnunition from the wounded and 
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Pitsenbarger--2 ·· 

people that had been killed to get them ammo. Ten or fifteen minutes 

later he was back in the same area where he had left before. Then .he 

was in the area about 10 to 15 more minutes when he was hit • 

. · . Q - You say he was left there. Could you tell us why he was left 

in the area? 

Ans - Well, after they had took two or three men out, he came in 

on the hoist from the rescue chopper to help evacuate the wounded. He 

was unable to rescue about six guys when the Air Force chopper was under 

heavy fire and it was forced to take off. And then after the chopper 

left the basket that the wounded were being put in was caught in a tree 

'. and Pits wanted to climb the tree to get the basket so the same chopper 

could come back later because he told us if we waited until another 

chopper came then it would be too late. So he went ahead and done it. 

' Q - How long was he on the ground before he was hit? 

Ans - He was on the ground for about one hour and 20 minutes and 

he was running from one place to another picking up ammo from the 

wounded, from the dead that couldn't fire, then after he distributed 

all this anuno out to the people then he went back to get some more and 

he came back with a handful of ammunition. Then he lay down there 

beside the section that was getting hit the hardest and he started 

firing, then he was hit. 

Q - Were you able to talk to him at any time? · 

Ans - I talked to him when he was when the chopper was fired at 

and it took off. They told us we were going to leave the area and 

set up in another place, and I talked to Pits when he was cutting 
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Pitsenbarger--3 

trees to make . litters and to carry the wounded out. 

Q . ·while he was picking up this ammunition and bringing it .back · 

was he also taking care of the wounded? 

Ans - Yes, he was, he was helping bandage and putting dressings 

on the wounded and making stretchers, and all that stuff. When it 
• ' 

first started it was bad because they were firing from all directions 

arid they had us surrounded, the fire was pretty heavy and Pit s knew 

that the part that he was in was getting hit hard and that all the guys 

had run out of ammo . · They couldn ' t get out becaur.e the fire was so bad, 

but somehow Pits made up his mind that. he was going to get up and he 

got up. He ran all over the perimeter picking up armnunition then he 

came back and he distributed the auuno out to each guy that was still 

a l ive. When he came back to lay beside me, he must have had 20 

magaz~nes of ammunition. He lay there and he must have been able to 

·see where the VC were because he was probably one out of 15 of the company 

that was firing semi-automatic. Everybody else that couldn't see anyone 

was firing automat.ic hoping that they woul d hit the VC. 

Q - Could you tell us what time of night Arnn Pitsenbarger got killed? 

Ans - I think it was about 7:30. 

Q - Wl}at happened immediately after this? 

Ans - Well after that first time the fire stopped, about 15 minutes 

later and it was dark and then VC women and children came in and they 

started slitting throats and taking weapons. 

Q - You say these were VC women and children, were you fighting 

these women and children? 
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Ans - No. See those were hard-core VC and the hard-core VC come 

into a South Vietnamese village and they tell the South Vietnamese '. 

people that if they don't help them fight that they will destroy their 

village, kill all the women and children and if they don't help them 

fight that they'll take their wives and their kids away and take them 

off somewhere, so actually the South Vietnamese civilians don't have any 

choice but to go along with the VC. And usually in an attack with 

regular North Vietnamese you have the South or the local VC's making the 

first part of the attack and then the North Vietnamese come in. 

Q' - What were you doing during this time? 

Ans - What time are you speaking about? 

Q - Well while the women and children you say were slitting the 

throats of the Gis. What were you doing? 

Ans - I was about 20 or 30 meters from them. At the time I didn't 

know this was going on. You must recall it was dark because the 

jungle had a triple canopy and you couldn't see ~our hand in front of 

your face. The interpreter told us later that the women and kids that 

had slit the throats and taken the weapons and carried the dead VC that 

we had killed off to make us think that we hand't gotten anybody. 

Q - Did you see any hard-core Viet Cong? 

Ans - I seen a few drop out of the trees with 50 calibers. 

Q - Did you stay there the rest of the night? 

Ans - Yes, Sergeant, we did. After the fighting stopped we heard 

probably 100 Congs hollering at each other saying that they were going 

to destroy us. I was told by our Vietnamese interpreter, he told ·our. Lt, 

to hurry and call in artillery all around us because they were going to 
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assault us. And we called in the artillery and five or six rounds ·: r~Y . .. 
· 11 ~ 

came in every 15 seconds from a·: 30 that night until possibly seven · 

that morning and they didn It get a Chance tO . Come in and get US• • 

Q - Did any of the artillery rounds land near your pQsition? 

Ans - They were l anding pretty close, they had to drop them · 

close to us because the VC were right on our back and the fighting 

was real heavy. The artillery probably landed 25 - 30 meters from 

us but actually if the fight would have started again, they would have .. 
had to drop it right on us. 

Q·- What was your location? 

Ans - 45 miles east of Saigon about 12 miles west of Vung Tau. 

The operation was Operation AVALANCHE. 

_Q - Sgt Navarro, were you wounded? 

Ans - Yes sir, I was . 

Q - How many men were originally in your squad.? 

Ans - I had 10 in my squad, 

Q - Could you tell us how many of those men made it? 

Ans - Three, sir . 

Q ·- Well how do you feel now? 

Ans - I feel lucky just to be here. · 

-30-
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AlC Henry J O'Bern, friend and co-worker of Amn Pitsenbarger's, 

had this to say, when asked if Pits knew what he was getting himself 
' J· ••• • 

into ·when he volunteered to go down the hoist to rescue the wounded ~! i 

on the ground. 

O'Bern - Yes, I do. Bill had gone down many .a time before, 

he had · gone down on his own.· In fact only two weeks ago he went 
... 

down there in very dense jungle. Later on he .went in with the help of 

a Special Forces team. The Special Forces team themselves even said that 

if we're hit, which there were six of us down there at the time, 

they said we would definitely be killed in minutes. And Pits himself 

had gone in there three hours earlier on his own looking ior a pilot 
.. 

and got the pilot and g'ot him out in spite of the VC. He knew the score 

pretty well and he had been fired at quite a bit before. He knew the 

chance he was taking and it wasn't a case of going in there blindly • 

Interviewer - In other words he volunteered to go in knowing what 

· was on the ground. 

Ans - Yeah, he did and he's been down picking out Army before, 

he's been under sniper fire before. He knew all about it. 

Q - Well what type of guy was Pitsenbarger? 

Ans - Well the usual thing everybody says i.s that he was a really 

fine fellow but in this case it's the honest truth. I think just about 

everybody in the squadron liked him. He was very pleasing, you can't 

even say anything really bad about him. He's probably had some small 

faults, just about everyone has, but all over everybody liked him. I'd 

say that he was almost the most popular. guy in the squadron • 

. . 

J;. ·~ " 



O'Bern interview--2 

Thank you Amn O'Bern. 

lt can truly be said that AlC William H. Pitsenbarger gave his 

life in the tradition of the men of the Aerospace Rescue and Recovery 

Service "that others may live." 

This is SSgt Ron Sears from Bien Hoa Air Base . 

-30-



photos which leave my office are 

two reasons, I'm sending you the 

through channels. The. 'first is that 

same business to whom I will always 

is that, like moat of us who 

parareaoueman, 



. 
~ 

. f . 

1 
j 

• "' ...... • ·l"' .. ~ .. • . .. ~ •.•• • ,_ ... 

tire tight and Captain Bachman recovered 
' . 

ln the battle which followed, the VC overran the 
' . . .~ ;.. 

position. They attempted to kill all wounded but two ~ed. ·. -~~ ~~~~; ~~~1!~ 
• • ,f /·~c,.,...,,,-. 

to survive until morning when other friendly forces finally 

reached their position. One of the two, an A-rmy sergeant 
~ 

: ~ ... 

~ 
who saw Airman Pitsenbarger shot and killed in the battle, ~ 

is nov at the 93rd ~~ld Hospital between here' and Saigon. 

-- - ----·-- ····-- - . .,_ .. .. - • ... .,... ......,_. 
==:.:::::::::7;:;;;.;;:_;;;:., .=;;;;.;~u~Ofa company of about 180 men; only 14 .escaped that 

battle uninjured.-.. Most were killed. 

wounded. Our losses, in terms of the MACV casualty reports 

were "heavy''• - . ' • 
~ 

' ~ A few added comments on Pitsenbarger. He was described .• . ' 

Captain Dale Potter, rescue pilot, as a "young, eager kid 

who was always ready to go and abs.ya willing get int9 the 
. 1"t ~gl.J\ 

thick of the action where he could be tjost . ..,n lk." · · 

· . 
. .... . . . ,(, 

. . 
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~ Those left on the ground included Airman PitsenbaPger 

who had been lowered during the first pick-up to assist 

1ltSA getting the wounded .into the stokes litter, strapping . · 

them in and ho~king the basket to the cable • 

With both power and rpm raging above the maximum and 

with his rudder controls locked, Captain Salem Jn!U188ed. to 

get the chopper to Binh Ba and made a running landing. 

The engine oouldn 't be shut down by either the normal ar · 

emergency procedures. It was finally stopped by Airman 

Hammond who removed a few panels in the roof of the cabin 

and with a hammer beat the 

There were nine holes 

two of the four rotor blades had been hit. 

The second chopper, meanwhile, attempted to get back 

into the pick up point but as soon as the e.~emy's automatic 
\v AL\::..1 ~°I 

weapons stopped, the VC began .}q · g mortars into the area. 

"Friendly artillery from about three different points was called 

~ in and it fell with pinpoint accuracy all around the trapped 

Americans. if~•l*l-li!?lil"9' ]he chopper couldn't lower into that 

(MORE) 
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Between 1530 and 1700 the two era.ft had made a 

of five flights in and out of the area.!hey carried 9 

wounded soldiers in Stokes litter baskets to a field aid 

station about seven miles away near 

On the sixth flight, the third for the crew in the 

. first chopper, Salem ~~ reached a hover, started 
I 

lowering the basket and watched as the men on the ground 

were reaching 1f or it, when their chopper was suddenly hit 

by a volley of fire from a .30 cal machine·gun. The chopper 

lurched, the power and rpm went screaming over the red lines 

' and the pilot pulled up rapidly and ~t the same time, armed 
• 

arxl fired the cable cutter separating himself from the basket 

and the survivors on the ground • 
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and his ere"' were alerted to rescue littca number Q! U.S. ·. '<•. 
:. . .. . 

·-:- - Army casualties from Operation Abilene which is still going 
' ' 

. 
"Damage Charlie Five" .company out of the 2nd Brigadm of the ... ' ' . 
Big Red One, were dmm in thick jungle. The tree canopy 

extended about 130 feet up and the only wa;y of g4tting 

the wounded out Qas with a hoist-equipped chopper. Two 
,. 

H-43'a from our Detachment 6, 38th AARS, were scrambled. t 

were 
In the first one ~ Captain Harold D. Salem, pilot; Major 

~a:irice G. Kessler, copilot, A/lC Gerald c. Hammon, crew 

chief, and A/lC William H. Pitsenbarger, pararesoue . " 

They were trailed by a second H-43 flown by Captain 

Rona.id L. Bachman, pilot; Captain Raymond L. Murden, coptblot; 

S/Sgt. David E. Milsten, pararescue specialist and A/lC 
~ homas C. Story, crew chief. 

Both choppers, got to the rescue point within one 

hrur after being alerted. They found a spot in the thick 

jungle where they could lower and hover beley,,.r the tops or ~ 

ABoY€ 
•the trees and just ~ the secondary growth. The area 

· ~was too tight for a loaded Huey to lift rut of and muoh too 
' 

small for a Chinook to get into. So the job tell on the Air 

. ·. 
'·"' i· ·r. 
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'"· A few added ~~ments on Pitsenbarger. 

• 

. by the man who perhaps knew him best and respected him most~ 

Captain Dale Potter, rescue pilot, as a "young, eager kid 

who was always ready to go and a.\tways willing get into the 
· 1llt ~sc..n 

thick of the action where he could be tjost •:e." 

episode and should have been awarded at least a DFC for his 

heroic efforts to save a VNAF survivor or chopper shot down 

. in D Zone le.st September. We: w As foJ~vM ~uSfr'l11TI:;:b_ F~a. ;J 
~e planned to get out of the Air Force next Fall and 

~ad already applied to .Ari:ona State where he hoped to study 
I• . ' 

~ 

to become a. medical technician or male nurse. ~ j(i. •. 

nw Post in his honor. He was one of the cost active and . · . 

instrumental of the charter members of this, the first post 
. ' 

to be ~ opened in a combat zone. 

As Potter said, "You don't 
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fire fight and Captain Bachman recovered at Bien Hoa. 
. . 

In the battle which followed, the VC overran the American 

position. They attempted to kill all wounded but two managed 

to survive until morning when other friendly forces finally 

reached their position. One of the two, an Army sergeant 

who saw Airman Pitsenbarger shot and killed in the battle, 

ti~ is now at the 93rd ~~ld Hospital between here ~ Saigon._ 
1 

w ---·--... --... .... f....... .. ...... ...... .. . ..... ---······ .. - · .. - .... --... ... - - ...... - _, - .. -~-,.. .. ~ -------I'm sending one of my staff there tomorrow to interview this 

sergeant and get his story on tape. I'll send you a dub 

or that taped interview. 

-----•~a~"""~ ........... ._ _.._..-n-,.....,6. ., ,..._,"'-"'~..............,~"' 
.... ------~------::---"'ll« ......... Of a company of about 180 men, 

battle uninjured. Most were killed. All others were 

wounded. Our losses, in terms of the MACV casualty reports : , 

were "heavy''. 

' .' "! 

' . 
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' 1llilat getting the wounded into the stokes litter, strapping 
_. . . ~;.. 

them in and hob.king the basket to the cable. h ~. ~ 

"I • 

with his rudder controls locked, Captain Salem inanaged to 

get the chopper to Binh Ba and made a running landing. ; 

Tne engine couldn't be shut down by either the normal ar 

emergency procedures. It was .finally stopped by Airman 

Hammond who removed a fe\~ panels in the roof of the cabin 

and with a hammer beat the fuel controls closed. ~l~ ~ 

'!'here were 

tvo of the four rotor blades' had been hit. 

The second chopper, meanwhile, attempted to get back 

into the pick up point but as soon as the enemy's automatic 
w At...b1"'°l 

~eapons stopped, the vc began.1•§2! ' g mortars into the area. 

Friendly artillery from about three different points was called 

in and it fell with pinpoint acouraoy all around the trapped 

Americans. Mt i':tt1*6'Jhe chopper oouldn 't lower 'into that 

(IDRE) 
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Between 1530 and 1700. the two craft had made a 

of five flights in and out of the area.they carried 9 

wounded soldiers in Stokes litter baskets to a field aid 

station about seven miles away near. the village of Binh Ea. 

On the sixt h flight, the third for the crew in the 

first chopper, Salem ~ reached a hover, 

lowering the basket and watched as the men on the ground 

we:r:e reaching for it, when their oho'Pper was suddenly hit 
. .,"' . i,...~ 

by a volley of fire from a .30 cal machine ·gun • • The chopper ·~~ 
' . ' 

lurched, the power and rpm went screaming over the red lines 
• 
and the pilot pulled up rapidly and ~t the same time, armed 

and fired the cable cutter separating himself 
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extended about 130 feet up and the only w93 of g4tting 
. , 

the wounded out ~as with a hoist-equipped chopper. Two 

Maurice G. Kessler, copilot, A/lC Gerald c. Hammon,1 orew 

S/Sgt. David E. Milsten, pararescue 

~ homas C. Story, crew chief. 

Both choppers got to t he rescue point within one 

hour after being a lerted. They found a spot in the thick 

jungle where they could lower and hover below the tops or 
A~c'/~ 

•the trees and just &bt!u:t the secondary grawth. The area 

~ was too tight for a loaded Huey to lift rut of and muoh too 

small for a Chinook to get into. So the job tell on the Air 

. ~ ~ 
• I ' t 

' . 
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Y ourig Airman Gives Life to Aid Wof!nded Soldiers 

BIEN HOA AB, Vietnam-AlC William H. Pitscn· 
l>arger, a pararescue medic. died during the evening of 
Aprtl 11 so tbaf wounded soldiers mi::ht liYe. He was 
'.!l yeus old. 

Pits. a!r he was known h<>re. w:is killed by Viet Con~ 
gunfire durin~ a fit>rce Jungle fight about 31 mile:; south· 
eal>t of Bien Eoa. 

He had Yoluntarily dropped from his rescue helicopter 

to help load wounded soldi~s aboard a sling which would 
lilt them. into the ho,·ering t:hopper. 

Pjts wa3 a fir;;t.termer, hJYlng entered service on the 
last day of 1962. 

Though young, Pits h:id li\'cd J life filled with ad\·en­
ture. · 

An eyew1tnPS3 to his bra\ery at the iime a VC bullet 
took Pitsenbar~er·s liie is . ..\rmy S;;t Fred C. Navarro, a 
squad leader who was nne of the wounde<i Pus was trying 

\'ol. XX\'!, :\o. 39 -e-is 

to sa1re. OI Navarro's 10-man squad, only two survived. 
From a hospital near this base. Navarro said his unit­

"C .. Co., 2d Bn .. 16th Inf., 1st Inf. Div.-was involved lo 
:i heary figh t "Nith the VC on April 11. Snipers and 
artillery fire ·irere all about, and there were many 
wounded. 

Pits, who ·.vas off duty that day, volunteered to go to 
(See AJR:\L\~. Page 15) 

~IAY 11. 1%6 Eastern Edition 25; 
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Airman Gives tLife · 
({'onliaurtl from Pat!t' 1) 

\hf'i r 1<··•·1ir· Ill' 1A.1< a \~ij!nl'd lo 
an II II 1:1 

·111~ j1111 . .d1· \\ hNe l'ils died i .~ 

tl.-r1>f'. 11 ha..: \\ 1111 soldiers rail 
3 thlf'!'C"'110p,I' {'f)Vl'I' - \hr('(~ 
l»\cl, nf 11 rt• heit?hls . Some o( 
!It" lrt'I" ~rt· l!iO f<'C'I tall. 

1 ;H' l111<ki1• pil ol with whllm 
J·it.; 111 ulr hi< J:1sl flit:ht is ('apt. 
lb111lrl D. Salrm To grt into 
p .. ,i1io11 In pil'I< ttp the wo1m<lccl, 
~.1lrm had lo hO\Cr in an arra 
with 100 fnol lrl'<'s hrlow him 
111 J 1;,11.£1>0! Ii ecs lowrring on 
all ~idf'~- -0111c within five reel 
or hi< r111'1r hl<Hlc..:. 

Pi 1..: wa' ah•n11 rl I he flu skir 
w!\1'11 I h,., rn•11 mad P the fin;\ 
pttktl(l and look lhf' wounded Ill 
a ri,.,ld ho~pit;il ;11 Binh R11 , a 
planlali rrn aho11t \\1'•> milrs from 
th" hJttlrfirltl 

( 'omi11!l hark t•1 lhP jun'!IP, 
r•itq wa~ loWC'll'O 011 his ('Opler's 
'" i11fl1 linP t•1 the i11n~le rloor Ill 
tn• 11 Ilic w1111r11l1•tl and gcl lhl'lll 
inh a litter s11 th!'\' could bf' 
lift1•d lo th,. tu·li<:llpin and out 
or wh:il Na\·arrn rallccl "lrrrihle 
fir•! .. 

f\r1 ·11rr· 11rdc1rd Pits lo drop 
In• 1 1h" ju11~l1'. Coin!! into a ha\. 
11~ 7011" r1·1·11 lf'av1n~ a heli· 
c••;il"r at th!' limr nf a rcscur 
11lt<>111nl - i~ 1olunlan· for the 
p;\r\l'('~('\11' mc•rlk. rl1.. k1ww 
what "" w<i~ doing, \I.hat he 
w•111ld gr\ i111n. hut hP wf'nl HP 
ollr11 ~aid hi~ fir~t 1·onc:c•rn wa~ 
fn1 lhl' w11t1111letl who necderl 
hint. 

II•· rlrno frnrn the hc•licopler 
plttrrrf him w h"t l' the fighting 
WJ; most l'i,,rcr. As hp lrealrd 
"""'" wn11ndt•1l men. hp gave 
th<>n1 ~1111111111itinn taken from 
"'"" wh•1 conic! nil longer usr it. 
f<:Jrlii'r hc had givpn his own 

it 

Reports · 

pi<;tol to a .<;1Jld il'r so bailly 11111 l 
he ('OUld not hold a rirlr. 

When hr h:id d<m!' wh:il he 
l'Ould (or the \\'Otrnrlccl, J'its ldl 
th" fin;t g1011p ;-!:iv:1rro rlirln't 
know wh~I Pit~ cficl ·.\'hile he was 
awav. but about 10 lo l:i min11les 
latrr, the .1·c111nl( pn1 :1 111rrli<' rr· 
turnl'd to ~a1arro·~ ~id!' with 20 
111~1t!nine~ nf riflp Rmm1111itilln. 

Jlr cr1lud1f'rl nmon f! th" 
wounded and 11~cc1 a rirl1· lo 
pour out firP. 

" J>ifll lllll~f ltnl'I' S!'P n fh(• VI, 
for he wa~ thr onh one 11sin1? 
scmi·aulornalk fire.· Thr rr<;t or 
u<; werP. on full a111oma1 ic. just 
~praving the hu~h~~ ancl It rr•. 
hoping our fire woulcl hit." Nll· 
varro ~aid. The soldier oi1I he 
saw vr <;nipf'r<; f111\ from lrec~ 
nftrr thry wrre hit. 

Fifteen minnlc~ aflrr rf'lnrn­
lng lo thP 11·011nrlNl mrn l'il ~ l:w 
dead in thr ju11glP. · 

The hat lie ra~ccl on Rr<rnr 
hPlicooter~ from 'l'it~r11h:11')!c1"• 
unit, J)Pl. 6 of the :lRth .'\er<1· 
sr1ar" Jlf'~nu• nncl HN·n1 rr~ Sri . 
lrit'cl lo cle~rrnrl. l'hl'} wrrP 
clrhen aw:iv '"' the hra\•1· fire . 

Jlarknl.'c;; broni:hf a hall fn 
lhf' fi ring 111111 nlsn brou.1thl, 
Na,·arrn ~aid. ffrp \ ' (' .1omf'n 
anif rhililrf'IJ who lnfilt n1tc1I 
in lhc hlafknrs~ In !ilit lhP 
throatii or wounclrrl soldi<'rs 
:11111 takr awa,· wuron~ 111111 
ammunition. Thf' \'\'omrn :rnd 
chlti'rrn r:irrlrd 1lracl Y( ' awa}· 
so thr Amrtlca nc; would 1101 
know how 11111nv wl"1·r kill1•1I. 
Na\'arro·~ uni.I c:tllrct in ar· 

lill1•ry rlurinr. 1 he ni!!hl lo llriv" 
back the VC forc·r•. Fi1•r or six 
round<; ramr in Mrr\· 15 sl'('Onci..: 
from 8:30 th:it nii:ht uutil 'i th" 
next mornin~ . 

A hclicoplrr rrr•1' hrnughl 
Pits hody 1n1I <l( th!' jun.l!le that 
mllrnin.I(. 

C'ol. Arthur Tl<•all. AF rt'<c'11r 
chief in Vietni1m. said thr y111111:r 
nirman harl displ;iycrl in c:- reclihlc 
bravery. 

• 
PITS l 'Al\tF. lo Vif'( 11~111 on 

Au1rnst 8. llf' hacl <·nmplctc•I 
Army p:ir:ifrooprr lraininl! at 
Fort. Rennin(!, (;;1., h;icl .l!Onl' tn 
the US. N:n·\• 1111clrrwatcr ~11·im· 
ml'rs srhnlll. lhr l'E'~rur ~nd sur· 
1·il'al lcchnici:rn• merlir:tl cr111r<r 

Vietnam Communique I 

aml th~ Air Fore!! comh:\t s11r­
vi1·al rout~c at St1' :tcl ,'\FB. Nev. 
Jlf! trained to jump Into the jun· 
i::le RI Eglin AFB. Fla., went to 
thr Tropical Survival School at 
Alhrook AJo'B. C.Z. and attendP.d 
the firr-Cighle111 coursP for the 
HH' tl helicllpter. 

l.ifr In the military was ex· 
citing Cor .f'it11. HP weol lo Perth, 
A 11•1 ra lia. as a parare~cne medic 
on \.eminl 11nd Mercury sp11re 
prohe rccovcrle~. La!lt fall. he 
w~c on the helicopter which 
to•1k clnger '.\lllry M11rtln lrom 
Tan Snn Nhut AB to Bien Hoa. 

Accordln!f lo h is sq•1adron 
m11lt's. he liked tll go on Olghh 
<'arryin~ doctors to treat patients 
af 11 lrper colony in VC-lnfe~ted 
territory nc:>r Bien ltol\. 

l'its marle 300 flight~ In Viel· 
nan1 

He was nomfnared tor the 
Alrm1m's 'Wrdtl nc-ently afte r 
hf' dropped on a beUcopter 
11·lnch line Into a minefield to 
"'"~""" 1 Vlename~ aoldler . 
Thr ~olcllf'r h ad unknowlft~ly 
rnlr1 •·d the ml11rrtetd whll~ 
fl 11 htl111( I fire, and Sd off I 

mlnr whirh hltw orr ""'' (If 
hi ~ foot. 

I'd• was the type of man no 
onr cottlcl clislikt'. "lie probably 
hail hi • fa111tll . hut no one work· 
h1 1! w11h him coulcl !!a.v jus! what 
thr~ w<'re." Micl All' Henry J. 
O'Jlir r n1>, a pnrarf'scue medic. 

S!!I. '.\lanricc r.. Keesler, Pit­
srnh·ir~er·~ c:-nmmander, ~alrl 
Pil ; \\'~" "onr or a breecl-rf'ady 
\r1 !!•> on anv mi~5ion . llP was 
ah1~Y" lherr ' when nrcdrd." 

Capt Dale L. PoltPr 11l~ll knPw 
him. l!f' ~aid, "You don't replace 
11c1111Mnt> like Pit.o;." 

Hanoi Broac 
C.\ N TflO-Alr Force men a 

AR hrre, deep In the Mek1>nJC I>• 
i ratul;i lin.( themselves on their "na 

1'hr ba'ie was heavily morbrt'1 
( 'rm.( rtrrntly. hut almost all C\\ 
mi'i'il'd the tar,;Pt. • 

Total friendly e11su11ltle11: Fo 
\'irlt111111P~e 11nd three wounch•d A 
try if o(~. Two lrurks Wl'rf' dama.(e· 
J?a ~o lint' drnm1 were punctur<'d t. 
mrnt,. The only 1lrenr& hit wa11 
81'0111'11 a 111111a ll holt'. 

In the liUb4'eqnent rounlcrAI~ 
namMr ~entrlr~, several Viet ron, 
O • WOllll(lr1I. 
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ASK NOT WHAT YOU CAN DO ..... . 

For AlC William H. Pitsenbarger there was never a choice. He was of the breed 

of men who need not be asked, "What can you do for your country?" He knew. He 

always knew. 

He knew when he volunteered for training as a pararescuernan. He knew when he 

completed Army paratrooper school, Navy underwater swim school and Air Force 

rescue and survival training. 

He knew when he voluntarily entered a minefield to save a Vietnamese soldier who 

had been wounded. He knew each time he went down a rescue helicopter cable in 

Vietnam to help lift a fellow man to safety. 

And he knew when he had himself lowered to a Vietnamese jungle floor to give aid to 

trapped Army infantrymen. He left the relative safety of a helicopter to join men who 

were facing death themselves. To those men he represented hope. 

He also represented compassion as he used his medical skills and equipment to 

bandage the w o unded . He was courage as he flitted from body to body, gathering ammu-

nition and weapons for the walking wounded to use in a fight for their own lives . 

And when his lifeless body was found next morning, he had become a statistic, a 

memorial to man's long quest for peace and freedom. He was also a legend. 

Only two men among the trapped group lived to contribute to the legend of AlC 

William H. Pitsenbarger. But there were others, men who knew him , men who worked 

with him, men who owed their lives to him. 

These were the men who provided the information about his exploits which earned 

him the Air Force Cross. He was the first enlisted man to receive the nation's 
"' .. ,v ~,,, ...... 4.s1• 

second highest medalf\ He also earned the Airman's Medal, four Air Medals and a 

Purple Heart, all of which were presented to his parents recently by General J. P. 

McConnell, Air Force Chief of Staff. 

But medals shown to friends of the Pitsenbarger family in Piqua, Ohio, do not pro-

vide an answer to why an Ohio boy died in Vietnam. 
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Add 1 -- ASK NOT WHAT YOU CAN DO ... 

Between Piqua and Vietnam there is an incredible gap -- a gap of distance, of time, 

of culture and of values. Perhaps there is but one common link which bridges that 

gap, man's common devotion to the cause of freedom. 

It is the cause that sent AlC William H. Pitsenbarger to Vietnam as a member of the 

U.S. Air Force's 38th Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Squadron at Bien Hoa AB. It 

is the cause for which he risked his own li{e to save the lives o{ others. And it was 

eventually the cause for which he died. 

Army men he saved, Air Force personnel with whom he served, Vietnamese for 

whom he fought , his {ellow citizens of this nation and the parents who loved him - - these 

are the people who must continue to bear the burden he carried so well. He displayed 

understanding, skill, dedication, courage and a sincere regard for other men. 

There is no need for anyone to ask what William H. Pitsenbarger did for his 

country. The question we must ask, as citizens, and as military men, is: "What can 

we do for our country - - and {or him?" 

As military men we must give generously of our skills, keep bright the fire of 

individual dedication. We must extend ourselves to do more -- doing it better - for to 

do less is to lose faith with American First Class William H. Pitsenbarger who gave 

himself. 

* * * 
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