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they came under heavy attack by a large enemy unit. The US Army Force's
position was over-run and it was during this final onslaught that Airmnan
itsenbarger was fatally wounded. One suvrvivor of the battle later
recounted Airmon Pitsenbarger's heroic deeds; the surrounded group of
Americans was running critically short of ammunition. At this point the
conspicuous nature of Airman Pitsenbarger's bravery and self sacrifice is
again clearly cvident; he ignored opportunities to seek protective shelter.
Fully avare of the risk he was taking, Airman Pitsenbarger tinme and again
voluntarily cexvosed himself Lo intense automatic weapons fire while scrambling
around to fallen comrades, gathering up rifles and ammunition which he passcd
amonyg the defenders. He courageously resisted to the very end. His bravery
and determination were excmplary of the highest professional standards and
traditions to be found in the United States Air Force. By his conspicuous
gallantry and intrepedity at risk of life above and beyond the call of duly,
Airman Pitsenbarger has reflected great credit upon himself and the United
States Air Force.
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Alrman First Class William H, Pitsenbarger distinguished hinmself by conspicuous
gallantry and intrepedily at the risk of life above and beyond the call of duty,
vhile engaged in military operalions invelving conflict with an opposing force,
near Cam ly, Republic of Vietnam on 11 Apvil 1966, On that date Airman
Pitscnbarger uas a rescue “p‘(:‘i.ﬂl"'_st crev nenber aboard a Detachment 6, 30th
Aerogpace Rescue and Recovery Coadeon helicopter cigaged in the cVacudLLon of
muerous Auerican casualtics from this dense jungle arca 35 miles east of Saigon.
{iith complete disregard foi his perconzl safety, Almian Pitscnbarger voluntarily
rode a rescue hoist more than a landred feet doun through the trees to the rrl'ound
to instruct ground personnel in stokes littcr loading and to organize and coordinate
reccue offorts ab the scene. During the period of time that followed, Airman
Pitsenbarger cared for and preparcd the casualiies for evacuation, rigged the
stoltes Litler for hoisting, end insured that the rccovery operation continued in
a siwooth, orderly fashion. Through his personal efforts the evacnation of the
crilically wounded casnalties was greatly expedited, TFollowing the recovery of
the ninth casualty the rescue ajreraft hovering overhead was damaged and disabled
by several rounds of automatic wecapons fire. The helicopter was fored to absndon -
recovery ciforts to malie an cmergency landing ab a nearby air strip. This left
Munan Pitsenbarger stranded in a hostile jungle area wlich was literally swarming
with eucuy forces, a rdisk he knew he was taking when he volunteered to be lowered
into the area. It should be clearly undecrstood that normal procedure did not
require that Airman Pitsenbarger stay on the ground at the pick-up site. Pavamedic
personnel are lowyered into such a situation to instruct the ground party in the
preper loading of the stokes litter ond/or foresht penetrator and are then generally
pected to be, themselves, hoisted back into the helicooter at the earliest
oppertunity, staying on the ground no longer than is abgolutely necessary.

Hoviever, Alrman Pitsenbaricr voluntarily gave up repeated opportunities to be
hoisted to the relative safcty of the helicopter, in order to evacuate additional
Aray casualties and to administer nedical treatment to the woundeds Shortly

alter rescue efforts wvere interrupted, the pick-up scene came under sniper and
mobar fire. US Army personnel at the scene decided to evacuate the area, and

began preparing the remaining injured for the tiip out. During this period of

time Adiman Pitsenbarger, vhile under fire, cut down saplings for litter poles and
adninistered to the wounded. After the group had proceeded a short distance fiom
.the picleup_site they came under heavy-atlovle by o large.-cnemjunit——{Continacd)—

25. 1YPED KAME, GRACE AND TITLE OF IKDIVIDUAL 28. SIGNATURE .
T ANITIATING HECOMAENDATION .
AMIUR V. JLJJLL’ Colonel, U‘S Al
Coumander B
AT o =
_—-'_ﬂuuaih "'I[" DESCRIPTICON ft.lt.:h:n 21 d suﬂarlln‘ |!.1h.aunt_’ or oHur official ducutfnt.)\ /‘_’,..'.
aisd ",;—9;__1 e .f S - _‘-:_;. v ,,: ‘\
1 ) Unclassified Citation ~ 1 Copy i—;r :‘1 Lt ‘-'."
2 Taped Interview of Surviving iitness - 1 Tape ;‘; @ i f
\‘." ; 'y
\\'_‘-:f*, : L2 .‘«\‘,"
SO OO A0 YA 1 13 A 0




e e e —

R g e ey ot T

i
4
13
f
g
i

- -

ISBJ/S8TH ‘ALHObPACnﬂREbCUL YAND ¢ hLCUUndY o@ununou ramf*=' i
ﬁﬂf/H9S7FachIc 'AEROSPACL RESCUL " AND RECOVERY, CENTER HAHALI
SBA/HQS}S&RDBPACLtthCUL ANU- c i '

ChaA Hba7mac SCOTT AF5 ILL

HLKH}PA CAFTiakEse DR

l{AFﬁrC DENVER: coLo
MUbnAGv%aALuuw'ﬁ

PAC i
-‘E'?-w) ‘frgi“:‘ A Gy LS
B ,Cbb“(DP)_ﬁTS:2&A h

-y

TSENSARGER A
KMAN%#IRar CLHSa. c, AFlbﬁéw144 'RLPZAT, AFlbsou744;
'-'b 'Woc HLR h;aCUL”bQUﬂonuN, nlaN hOAIaIﬂ*uHS

»,

SJS 5105 A A ; § 5
IANEPITSENBARGER' WAS APARANEDIC  ON. AVRESCUE u1SSLON. TO.LVA o T
ou ED UZS ARMY [PERSONNZL F-ROM AN’ AREAAPPROXIVATELY: 314 HILES

5] BIEN HOA“AIR BASE, RVN. AIRMAN PITSENSBARGEZRIWAS LOW=A
EFRO h‘“HELICCFTEx T THE{GROUNDYON. 4 HOISTATOL0AD*INJURED
{SUUNTUSTHER"STUKES™ LITTER, AT APPROXIMATELY 1650 HOURSALO
_ ﬂnLLc Tnﬂuwﬁb hll BY AUTOMATIC WLAFONb fFIREANDY '

-'gg,EN

.igadnnOUNth fHL UNlT AND PORIUNS Oriinu UNITS qu&»
TRER GHEXACTLY WHAT I RAPPENED STU A RMANYP T ScNBARGERR
“li'i: UlvIT. b}nlCd ‘WAS CUT UFF . 1o Um{uuwu, pUL Wialve ThEE:

If., l:'u:.TUrii\l:.D TU fht. bF'U'l th..m:. hu{“‘lﬁ'\l P NoAnaLh‘

T

_fITbrﬁth gUULUuDl ATS lHIb Tluu’ ﬁdldh'
AHZ AREA o HEZ SEARCHED. AND' FOUNU ATRIAN,
' ﬂwabyﬂhULAth.:ﬁi;?u.'; 15 ;




8265 nbo'oxnnul, rluUﬁ,‘UHLU.

DLC;H‘&LU?WA.—.; PERFURMANG GFr‘ICIRLLY nb.‘aimir..ﬂ OI":..I(A“.UNA_'

I-Nd 'ffIML.""OF“Da.AIH. UUTlh.b k'h.ur. UlnLvlLY L.Unhtwu J.uﬂ‘l"x
v : Ty Ly

249 VLR’IFI:.UDEDUCIIUu FnUM -'PA’Y""'




i i
ﬁRb'TAN son'NHur:

RHCE Hltxn
RRSORL




- .-.
A -
i HIQ —~ -
R .
5




Following is verbatim transcript of tape recording forwarded to this Hq
by Hq 7AF in’connection with recommendation for award of Medal of Honor

to A1C William H Pitsenbarger.

AlC William H Pitsenbarger, the son of Mr and Mrs William F
Pitsenbarger of 626 Gordon St, Piqua, Ohio, has given his 1life upholding
the principles of his organization's motto "That Othera'May Live.," A
pararescue specialist with Detachment 6, 38th Aerospace Rescue and
Recovery Sq at Bien Hoa Air Base, '"Pit', as he was known to his friends
and co-wofkers, was no stranger to death as a number of downed pilots
and wounded ground troops owe their lives to his selfless devotion to
duty.

Army Sgt Fred C Navarro of Hutchins, Kansas, is a squad leader
" with C Company, 2nd Battalion, 16th Infantry, First Infantry Division.
Sgt Navarro is recovering now from a wound he sustained the night that
Amn Pitsenbarger was killed. Sgt Navarro can you tell us what haﬁpened-
the night that Pit was killed?

Ans = Well, sir, when it first s&arted there was snlper fire and
we were hit by artillery and the rescue chopper came in to take some
of the men out and they had taken five or six of them odt when there was
heavy enemy fire and the chopper was forced to leave the area. Then
about 10 minutes later the firing was pretty heavy and Pits, knowing
that this area where he was was getting hit the hardest he took his
pistol and gave it to one of the wounded men that couldn't hold a
rifle. He took his rifle and then he went from place to place while

the fire was going on trying to get ammunition from the wounded and
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fitsenbarger--ﬁ

people that had been killed to éet them ammo. Tén or fifteen minutes
later he was back in the same area where he had left before. Then he

was in the area about 10 to 15 more minutes yhen he was hit,

Q - You say he was left there, Could you tell us why he was left
1; the area?

Ans - Well, after they had took two or three men out, he came in
onﬁthe hoist from the rescue chopper to help evacuate the wounded. He
was unable to rescue about six guys when the Air Force chopper was under
heavy fire and it was forced to take off, And then after the chopper

left the basket that the wounded were being put in was caught in a tree

and Pits wanted to climb the tree to get the basket so the same chopper

s

could come back later because he told us if we waited until another
chopper came then it would be too late. So he went fEEEE_EEE—EEEE“EEf

Q -\ How long was he on the ground before he waé hit?

Ans ~ He was on the ground for about one hour and 20 minutes and
he was running from one place to another picking up ammo from the
wounded, from the dead that couldn't fire, then after he distributed
all this anmo out to the people theﬁ he went back to get some more and
he came back with a handful of ammunition., Then he lay down there
besidé the section that was getting hit the hardest and he started
firing, then he was hit.

Q - Were you able to talk to him at any time?

Ans - I talked to him when he was - when the chopper was fired at

and it took off. They told us we were going to leave the area and

set up in another place, and I talked to Pits when he was cutting




éitsenbargerf—3'
trees to make. litters and to cafry the wounded out,

Q - While ﬁe was picking up this ammunition and bringing it back
was he.also taking care of the wounded?

Ans - Yes, he was, he was helping bandage and putting dressings
on the wounded and making stretchers, and all that stuff, When it
first started it was bad because they were firing from all directions
an& they had us surrounded, the fire was pretty heavy and Pits knew
that the part that he was in was getting hit hard and that all thé guys
had run out of ammo. They couldn't get out because the fire was so bad,
but somehow Pits made up his mind that be was going to get uﬁ and he
got up. He ran all over the perimeter picking up ammunition then he
came back and he distributed the ammo out to each guy that was still

alive. When he came back to lay beside me, he must have had 20

magazines of ammunition. He lay there and he must have been able to

‘see where the VC were because he was probably one out of 15 of the company

that was firing semi-automatic. Everybody else that couldn't see anyone
was firing automatic hoping that they would hit.the vc.

Q - Could you tell us what time of night Amn Pitsenbarger got killed?

Ans - I think it was aﬁout 7:30.

Q - What happened immediately after this?

Ans - Well after that first time the fire stopped, about 15 minutes
later and it was dark and then VC women and children came in and they
started slitting throats and taking weapons,

Q - You say these were VC women and children, were you fighting

these women and children?
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Pitsenba?ger--4
Ans ~ No. See those were hard-core VC and the hard-core VC come
into a South Vietnamese village and they tell the-Sonth Vietnamese .
peoplé that if they don't help them fight that they will destroy their
villaée, kill all the women and children and if they don't help them
fight that they'll take their wives and their kids away and take them
off somewhere, so actually the South Vietnamese civilians don't have any
choice but to go élong with the VC. And usually in an attack with |
regﬁlar North Vietnamese you have the South or the local VC's making the
first part of the attack and then the North Vietnamese come in,
Q - What were you doing during this time?
Ans - What time are you speaking about?
_Q = Well while the women and children you say were slitting the
throats of the GIs. What were you doing?
Ans - I was about 20 or 30 meters from them. At the time I didn't
know this was going on. You must recall it was dark because the
jungle had a triple canopy and you couldn't see your ﬁand in front of
your face. The inferpreter told us later that the women and kids that
had slit the throats and taken the weapons and carried the dead VC that
we had killed off to make us think that we hand't gotten anybody.
Q - Did you see any hard-core Viet Cong?
Ans - I seen a few drop out of the trees with 50 calibers,
Q -~ Did you stay there the rest of the night?
Ans - Yes, Sergeant, we did. After the fighting stopped we heard
probably 100 Congs hollering at each other saying that they were going
to destréy us, I was told by our Vietnamése interpreter, he told-our Lt,

* to hurry and call in artillery all around us because they were going to




Pitsenbarger--5
assault us, And we called in tﬁ; artillery and five or six rounds
came in every 15 secondé from 8:30 that night until possibly seven
that morning and they didn't get a chance to come in and get us.;

Q - Did any of the arfillery rounds land near your position?

Ans - They were landing pretty close, they had to drop them
clsée to us because the VC were right on our back and the fighting
waé real heavy. The artillery probably landed 25 - 30 meters from
us but actually if the fight would have started again, they would have
- had to drop it right on us,

Q - What was your location?

Ans - 45 miles east of Saigon about 12 miles west of Vung Tau.
The operation was Operation AVALANCHE,

Q - Sgt Navarro, weré you wounded?

Ans - Yes sir, I was,

Q - How many men were originally in your squad.?

Ans - I had 10 in my squad.

Q - Could you tell us how many of those men made it?

Ans - Three, sir,

Q = Well how do you feel now?

Ans - I feel lucky just to be here.

=30~




AlC Henry J O'Bern, ffignd and co-worker of Amn Pitsenbarger's,
had this to say, when asked if fits knew what he was getting himself
into when he volunteered to go down the hoist to rescue the wounded
on the ground.

0'Bern - Yes, I do. Bill had gone down many a time before,
he had gone down on his own. In fact only two weeks ago he wént
ddwn there in very dense jungle. Later on he went in with the help of
a Special Forces team. The Special Forces team themselves even said that
1f we're hit, which there were six of us down there at the time,
th;y said we would definitely be killed in minutes. And Pits himself
had gone in there three hours earlier on his own looking ror a pilot
and got the pilot and got.him out in spité of the VC. He knew the score
pretty well and he had been fired at quite a bit before. Helknew the
chance he was taking and it wasn't a case of going in there blindly.

Interviewer - In other words he volunteered to go in knowing what

‘was on the ground.

Ans - Yeah, he did and he's been down picking out Army before,
he's been under sniper fire_before. He knew all about it,

Q - We}l what type of guy was Pitsenbarger?

Ans - Well the usual thing everybody says is that he was a really
fine fellow but in this case it's the honest truth. I think just about
everybody in the squadron liked him., He was very pleasing, you can't
even say anything really bad about him, He's probably had some small
faults, just about everyone has, but all over everybody liked him. I'd

say that he was almost the most popular guy in the squadron.
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0'Bern interview--z

Thank you Amn O'Bern,

Tt can truly be said that A1C William H, Pitsenbarger gave his
life in the tradition of the men of the Aeroﬁpace Rescue and Recovery.
Service "that others may liﬁe.“ |

This is SSgt Ron Sears from Bien Hoa Air Base.

-30-
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is now at the 93rd Q“ﬂld Hospital between hera.and'
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.;- Tho;; left on the ground included Airman Pitsenha:ger o

-vr .‘.ﬁ '-:'-
who had been lowered during the first pick-up to aaaiat«

and with a hammer beat the fuel controia closed, .

There were nine holes in the side of the chbpper énd':
two of the four rotor blades had been hit. : Aoy

The second chopper, meanwhile, attempted to gét back

into the pick up point but as soon as the anemy s automatio
WwhLk Nl

weapons stopped, the VC began Jmmissg mortars 1nto tha area.

Friendly artillery from about three different points waa calle

4 bk 4% TEUL VILH Dlipetit soeditos all a.round the trapped ’ﬁ




and the survivors on the ground.



4, His last mission began at 1500 Monday, Apri.
YN

aﬁd his crew were alerted to rescue liftea numbor

o W N

-_Army casualties from Oparation Abilene which is

Big Red One, were down in thick jungle. The treé" o%ahopy
- a l?t
extended about 130 feet up and the only way of g(tting

'«3»!1 )
the wounded out was with a hoist-equipped ohoppar. Two 5l

R gerane
H-43 8 from our Detachment 6, 38th AARS, were scrambled,

were = Ww#;;n
In the first one was Captain Harold D, Sa.lem, p:l.lot;; Ha:)or

Maurice G. Keaalar, copilot, A/1C Gerald C. Hammon,

e et
ohief, and A/1C Villiam H, Pitaen‘barger, pararesoue apeo:la.li

hour after being slerted. They found a spot in the i:hiok.f
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Jjungle where they could lower and hover bolw the tOp
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A few added comments on Pitkanbarger. Ke was deaori'tf?od

. - Pitsenbarger had alreaﬂy oomplatad 350 reacue n aaiona.
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Those left on the ground included Aima.nxl"itaonbargor

'Who had been lowered during the first piok-up to a 5‘

s"c.. t" YR 1
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m getting the wounded into the stokes 11ttar,., rapping
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‘With both power 6l om TN above 1he "maximum end
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into the pick up point but as soon as the enamy a automati' y
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Force.

Between 1530 and 1700 the two craft had made a total
of five flights in and out of the area.Bhey carried 9 . .. . -

wounded soldiers in Stokes litter baskets to a field Ia.id '.

On the sixth flight, the third for the crew in the

first chopper, Salem amdtslviyesaest reached a hover, started =
lowering the basket and watched as the men on the g'round :

were reaching for it, when their chopper was auddénly hit

'1|

by a volley of fire from a .30 cal machine ‘guns. The chopper
lurched, the power and rpm went screaming over the red 1ines
% it iR R
and the pilot pulled up rapidly and at the same time, armed :"i-f;

“and fired the cable cutter separating himself fromltha,‘badk.ei
q WL - & e i

b2l et y n“}

and the survivors on the ground.
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In the first one wes Captain Harold D. Salem, pilot; Ma.jor E"‘%

Meurice G. Kessler, copilot, L/lc Gerald C. Hamﬁon orew

‘n\

chief, and A/1C William H, Pitsenbarger, pararascug apeci
,ﬁl, '»f-—.- 4 :';

They were trailed by a second H-43 flown by captain




BIEN HOA AB, Vietnam—AlC William H. Pitsen-
barger, a pararescue medic, died during the evening of
April 11 so thaf wounded soldiers might live. He was
21 years old.

Pits, ag he was known here, was killed by Viet Cong
sunfire during a fierce jungle fight about 31 miles south-
east of Bien Iioa.

He had voluntarily dropped from his rescue helicopter

to help load wounded soldiers aboard a sling which would
lift them. into the hovering chopper.

Pits was a first-termer, having entered service on the
last day of 1962.

Thouzh young, Pits had lived a life filled with adven.
ture, °

An evewitness to his bravery at the time a VC bullet
took Pitsenbarger’s life is Army Szt Fred C. Navarro, a
squad !eader who was one of the wounded Pits was trying

Young Airman Gives Life to Aid Wounded Soldiers

to save. Of Navarro's 10-man squad, only two survived.
From a hospital near this base, Navarro said his unit—

“C" Co., 2d Bn., 16th Inf., 1st Inf. Div.—was involved in

a heavy fight with the VC on April 11. Snipers and

artillery fre were all about, and there wera many
wounded.

Pits, who was off duty that dayv, volunteersd to go to
(See AIRMAN, Page 15)
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Airman Gives Life

To Help Woun

(Contiaued from Page 1)

theiv resene, e
an HHIE 4%

The jungle where
dense. 1 has wha!
a threecanopy cover — three
levels of Lree heighls, Some of
the trees are 150 feel tall.

Tae Muskie pilol with whom
Fits made his Iast fliecht is Capt.
Marald 1. Salem To get into
position ta pick up the wounded,
Salem had ta hover in an area
with 100 Inat trecs helow him
and 150-foot trees towering on
all sides—s<some wilhipn five feet
of his rotor hlades,

Pits was abward the Huskie
wheng the erew made the first
pickap and took the wounded tn
a [ield hospital a! Binh Ba, a
plantation ahout two miles from
the hattlelield

Coming hack (o the junele,
P'itea was lowered on his copler's
winch line to the jungle floor to
froat the wonnded and gel them
inta a litter so they could be
liftedt 1o the helicopter and oul

wns assigned (o

Pils died is
soldiers call

of what Navarra called “lerrible
‘Il'n o
No one ovdered Pits to drop

Inta the junzle,
tl~ rone—pven
eapler at the

Gioing into a bal.
leaving a heli-
lime of a rescue
altemnt — is voluniary for the
pararescue medie.  Pils knew
what he was daoing, what he
woulil get intn, but he wenl. He
niten said his lirst eoncern was
for the wounded who neceded
him,

i~ dron from the helicopter
placed him wheve the fighting
was most lierce. As he treated
some  wounded men, he gave
them  ammunition taken [from
men who conld no Tonger use it.
Earlier he had given his own

Vietham

Reports

pistol to a soldier so hadiv hinl
he could not hold a rifle,

When he had done whal he
could for the wounded, Pits left
the first gronp. Navarro didn’t
know what Pits did vhile he was
away, but about 10 fo 15 minutles
later, the voung paramedic rve.
turned 1o Navarro's side with 20
magazines of rifle ammunition,

among the
used a rifle to

He crouched
wounded and
pour onl fire.

“Pils must have seen the VO,
for he was the only one using
semi-automsatic fire. The rest of
us were on full automatic, just
spraving the bushes and trees,
hoping our fire would hit.” Na-
varro said. The soldier =ail he
saw VO snipers [all from lrees
after they were hit.

Filteen minutes afler return.
ing to the wounded men Pits lav
dead in the jungle,

The hattle vaged on. Rescue
helicopters fram Pilsenbarger's
unit, Det. 6 of the 38th Aero-
space Rescue and Recovery Sq..
friecd lo descend. They were
driven away by the heavy [lire,

Darkness hrought a hall to
the firing and alsa hrought,
Navarra said, the V(' Jomen
and children who Infiltrated
in the hlackness fo slit the
throats of wounded soldiers
anil take away weapons and
asmmunition. The women and
children carried dead VO away
so the Americans wounld not
know how many were killed.

Navarro's unil ealled in ar-
tillery during the night to drive
back the VC forces. Five or six
rounds came in every 15 seennds
from 8:30 that night until 7 the
nexl morning

A helicopter crew  hrought
Pils body out of the jungle fhat
morning.

Col. Arthur Beall, AL resene
chief in Vietnam, said the vounz
airman had displaved incredible
hravery.

o L - L]

PITS CAME 1o Vielnam an
August 8. e had completed
Army paratrooper lraining at
Fort Benning, fia, had gone 1o
the U.S. Navy underwaler swim-
mers schonl, the resene pnd sur-

vival lechnicians medical t‘mn‘«'/

I | ¥V AN Y . N
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and the Ale Foree combat sur-
vival course at Stead AFB, Nev.
He trained to jump info the jun-
gle at KEglin AFB, Fla, went 1o
the Tropical Survival School at
Albrook AFB, C.Z, and attended
the fire-fighters course for the
HI'43 helicopter,

Life in the military was ex-
citing for Pits. He weni lo Perth,
Australia, as a pararescue medic
on Geminl and Mercury space
prohe recoveries. Last fall, he
was on the helicopter which
tonk singer Mary Martin from
Tan Son Nhut AB {o Bien Hoa.

According to his sgnadron
mates, he liked to go on flights
carrying doctors to trest patients
at a |eper colony in VC-infested
territory near Bien Hoa.

Pits made 300 flights in Viet.
nam

He was nominated for the
Alrman’s Medal recently after

he dropped on a hrl{ropter
winch line Inte a minefield to
resene 8 Vienamese soldier,

The soldier had unknowingly

enlered the minefleld while

fighting » fire, and set off a
mine which hlew off parl of
his fool.

P'ils was the lype of man no
one could dislike. “He probably
had his fanlts, hut no one wark-
ing with him could say just what
they were” said AI1C Henry J.
O'Bierne, a pararescue medic.

Set. Maurice (. Keesler, Pit-
senharaer's  enmmander, sald
Pils was "one of a breed—ready
fo en on any mission. e was
alwave there when needed.”

Capl. Dale [.. Potter also knew
him. e said, “You don't replace
someone like Pits”

]
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Hanoi Broa

CAN THO—Air Force men
AR here, deep In the Mekong
gratulating themselves on their “i

The base was heavily mortar
Cong recenily, but almost all
missed the larget, =

Total friendly casualties:
Vietnamese and three wounded
try dogs. Two trucks were damay
gasoline drums were punctured
ments, The only alreraft hit wa
spoaried a small hale,

in the subseqnent countera
namese sentries, several Viet Co



WALy = AR
Pitsre b 710
MNe sl SCPulcC

Editorial Release Number 40-J3-810
L Tcfvleyr | THA
ASK NOT WHAT YOU CAN DO. .....

For AIC William H. Pitsenbarger there was never a choice. He was of the breed
of men who need not be asked, '"What can you do for your country?'" He knew. He
always knew.

He knew when he volunteered for training as a pararescueman., He knew when he
completed Army paratrooper school, Navy underwater swim school and Air Force
rescue and survival training.

He knew when he voluntarily entered a minefield to save a Vietnamese soldier who
had been wounded. He knew each time he went down a rescue helicopter cable in
Vietnam to help lift a fellow man to safety.

And he knew when he had himself lowered to a Vietnamese jungle floor to give aid to
trapped Army infantrymen. He left the relative safety of a helicopter to join men who
were facing death themselves, To those men he represented hope.

He also represented compassion as he used his medical skills and equipment to
bandage the wounded. He was courage as he flitted from body to body, gathering ammu-
nition and weapons for the walking wounded to use in a fight for their own lives.

And when his lifeless body was found next morning, he had become a statistic, a
memorial to man's long quest for peace and freedom. He was also a legend.

Only two men among the trapped group lived to contribute to the legend of AIC
William H. Pitsenbarger. But there were others, men who knew him, men who worked
with him, men who owed their lives to him,

These were the men who provided the information about his exploits which earned
him the Air Force Cross. He was the first enlisted man to receive the nation's

o D 005
second highest medalh He also earned the Airman's Medal, four Air Medals and a
Purple Heart, all of which were presented to his parents recently by General J. P.
McConnell, Air Force Chief of Staff,

But medals shown to friends of the Pitsenbarger family in Piqua, Ohio, do not pro-
vide an answer to why an Ohio boy died in Vietnam.
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Add 1 -- ASK NOT WHAT YOU CAN DO. .,

Between Piqua and Vietnam there is an incredible gap -- a gap of distance, of time,
of culture and of values. Perhaps there is but one common link which bridges that
Bap, man's common devotion to the cause of freedom.

It is the cause that sent A1C William H. Pitsenbarger to Vietnam as a member of the
U.S. Air Force's 38th Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Squadron at Bien Hoa AB. It
is the cause for which he risked his own life to save the lives of others. And it was
eventually the cause for which he died.

Army men he saved, Air Force personnel with whom he served, Vietnamese for
whom he fought, his fellow citizens of this nation and the parents who loved him -- these
are the people who must continue to bear the burden he carried so well. He displayed
understanding, skill, dedication, courage and a sincere regard for other men.

There is no need for anyone to ask what William H. Pitsenbarger did for his
country. The question we must ask, as citizens, and as military men, is: '"What can
we do for our country -- and for him?"

As military men we must give generously of our skills, keep bright the fire of
individual dedication. We must extend ourselves to do more -- doing it better - for to
do less is to lose faith with American First Class William H. Pitsenbarger who gave

himself.



