
TO: Jrd Aerospace Rescue & Recovery Group {JSARC), A!'O US FQ'WES 963<17 

l. Mission Number:. 6-38-SO-ll April 1966 

2. Det 61 38th A.RBS alerted by hot .li:le from J8'th Js!Ac· 

3. SAR Aircraft used: 2 HH-4JF, 1 HH-43B 

First Aircraft Pedro 97 

RCC 
CP 
HM 
RS 

Capt Ronald L. Bnchm."'n 
Capt ~ L. Murdon 
Al.C Thomc.s C. Story 
SSgt Dav.id E. Mil!iten 

Second Aircrnf t Pedro 73 

RCC 
. CP 

HM 
RS 

Capt Harold D. Salem 
Maj .Maurice G. Kessler 
Al.C Gerald C. Hmnmond 
AlC William H. Pitsenbarger 

Third A:ll'craft Pedro 46 

RCC 
cp · 
HM 
FF 

Capt John H. Larson 
Capt · . .Peter c. Kelly 
AlC WjlliQm AmendoJG:::e Jr 
SSgt Calvin H. Warren 

4. Reaction time from initW.. notitic~:tion to £'j.r3t pickup: o+J3 

5. CAP "As~istance: 2 OlF"'FAC, 2 UlU Armed helicopters, 3 F-100, tmd 
:artillery on station .at all t:imes. One fiar.tt-:.shiP (C-47) was orbiting for. 
night operation:i. · ~ -

6. Summary 0£ Events: 

At l5<J7 .hours, Det 6 was noti£iecl by 3rd JSARC that 6 or more Army 
casua;Lties wre located. at 1044)110719E and would require ertra.ction-by 
hois".f;. Pedro W and Pedro 73 were airborne at 1512 hour:s eDrOUte· to the 
ar.eo.·· 33 miles 5outheast 0£· Bien Roa. The heli:copters were vectored:. :iilto· the 
are~ which Wa8 marked by smoke from the ground party• The pickup Point 'WaS 



in dense jungle vith trees appx·oximatel.y 150 feet high. There ·vaS· a 
m11all open area in the 150 toot trees do~ to trees-at .the l.00. foot leve1. 
Below the l.00 foot canow there was dan:se· brush to apProxj111ateJ7 30 feet. 
There was a hole in the .30 £oot canopy just large enough for the stokes 
litter. It vas necessary to hover with the ri t r.otor blades-- within· 

• 

to feet of a tree to lover the litter tbrou the hol.e. 4:n:iving in 
the area a1i urs, Pedro '11 inauedjately started the- first pickup vhjch: 
was completed.at 1545 hours. Pedro 'Tl moved out to transfer the patient 
_from the stokes litter to the iolding litter wbiJe•Ped~o 73 made _a stokes 
litter piclmp. Pedro 97 then moved back jn and made one more stokes litter 
pickup and then both helicopters preseeded to Binb Ba, about. 8 --miles south, 
to trans£er the paiiienta to a field hospital.. Pedro 97 refUe1ed and Pedro 
73 returned to make another pickup. At t&'ti.s time Pedro 73 pJa~ed .their 
parm:aedic on the ground to assist in loading patients and edmi?ister th-st 
aid. AD Pedro 73 departed the piclw.p point wi+.Ji one litter pa:µent, Pedro 
97 moved ;n to J!U1ke ano'thcr piclm.p.. Pedro 73 proceeded to Binh Ba with the 
patient \lb:IJe Pedro 97 picked up one litter patient and two more ~t1ents 
on the forest penetrator., Upon arriving at· B:i.nh Ba, Pedro 73 refueled. 
Pedro 97 deposited t.'le 3 patients At Binh Ba and vhile enroute to the pickup 
point I vas notified b.Y Sid.ewinder 23 ·tllat .the picla1p :p>jnt v~ under heav 
s111al l ax·uas and mortar attack.. The mortar attack was neutralized when .Pe~o· 
97 cnTived at the pickup po:int so I proceeded to extract two litter patients. 
A:J Padro <n dep&~d the pickup point, Pedro 7~ an'i ved and proceeded 1to · 
lover the litter £01· another pickup- when the litter was appro~J.y -10 

i'eet from tho ground, Pedz:9. .7a.u:'?!P.-.h1rt.9zuo! .• 9ttt:i1i pt:, ~i9matic 2.rS1VlJl] 6 ~311:! 
.fire from the left rear and fran appi'oxirt:.ately a 30° angle fro11a verticle. 

·The pilot i 1m11ediateiy cut the hoist, called 11Grou11Cl fire'' and started to 
depart the area. I1n:ilediately after starting to climb out it wns· noticed 
thn.t the rotor N1d @rlne RPM cc•vJA .• not Jm CPilW'll_ed. The throt~le was 
jm1111ed in the it1ll opon, ma.~· pot11:~1·. jlO:;ition. The a:ircrn.i't reqt.:ired at 
least 4 inches 0£ ri!J1t nt.Cder to J:t~dnta·in coordjna,ted. fl.ieht. Appi·o..P•a~ 
2 miles from the hoistjng aron. 1~rte ... .=c ~~a Sii1311 cle:'11:ing in a. l~bber .-
pl.antaticn, but not lmovi.nc how ~GcUl~ -it w.:;, tl1e pilot decided to ta:y to 
make a road iUrther vest. llbou"t t.J--..i3 time the ·oj1ot felt he bad the 
e111ergenc3 w1der control aDd he el~ted to · try ~ .... ~ke the :iircraft to 
Bj nh ·&. which .he knew-"V:!S secure • Tl1c poss; 1rl l ;.t-; o:f using anm·gEincy f\lel.. 
in fljgbt was ruled. o-&lt bccnu:le the thrott1e couJ.d not be brought down to. 
rJ:Jght idle. T'ne pilot-and co-p:i .. lot o~tltlc~'ted the situation and decided a 
sbnll ow approach and r.1rm~.n~ ~9.n.ci.J.tlz •• YIW Ula hfl.it wlfY to l1:nd the ojrcra.tt. 
C1earance va:i obtained and Pet\ro gt stood b]- as the appro:tch and· lnnd]ng 
vas mmie • . ~e landing van made w1.th no jn,jury to the cre\1. The·. onl7 .WIX¥ 
to sh11t the tingine down V&'i to turn off· the fue1 and oil shu~ff :ta] ve ~ .. 
fhe oil cOuld be shut ott but not the fuel. It vao cljscovered ·.tliut_ the . 
fy.el portion 04£ the vn.l:re had been rc•>de,rod ino~·ati ve 1'X a .bgJJ,et. The 
mechanic tried to ma.nu:>J]y- "Ove the 1\ie1 control t0 =5 Ott position .)lith 

.no sucCess. He then consid01.·e& the ~osaibiJity of disconnecting:Ol! masking 
the .fuel. J 1 ne to atarve the engine. Then .he hit on the ide& to dri ~ ·the 



control to the off no~ition with a baDD.er which succe3si\1JJ 
-..-~-e~<lo;;.w::m• . ing .. t down it t.-as 1'01md that. the rotor brnke 

bad al.so ca111e 1nopm.""ati,,e but the blade~ -coasted to a stop creatjng no 
f'urther prob1oms. A qui ct investiect.ion 0£ the oircraft revealed· nine 
hits. Both :;eta of blades wera ruinod cl.on~ vitb. mair; othar itan3 ·On· the 
a;rcrart. It W'1S also noticed ti't..'1t tl1~ armor nlatjn·g in the cabin bad 

4 . 

;p.9cesw:t!?!2Jl. sJr2Wte5'.sah.¥A lO .. JiS-1}~.;j+;f!!?:t: }.t!lircjng J;Ol::nds destined f.or. 
the hoist operator. TranS"J?Or'°t.13 tion was a'.·ranged to ~1.ke the . crew back to 
Bien Hoa· ao pl 3DS co11l,d be made £or remo'\riµg the n:i..,_Cl .. aft to. B~. Hoa. . _ 
When Pedro 97 heard the call of ground fire hits from Pedro 73 ·be·~ i••mtecliate~­
returned to Bjnb &.~ tr::nstered the litter pa.tients and returnec;I -~- ~scort· 
Pedro 73 back to Bi.nJ1 Ba.. When Pedro 73 was 91J:fely on the. groursd:1 Pe~o- ·97 
ret111~ed to the pickup point '.ll1ere ·thei .. e vei·e 7 more lmown casualties ·and, 
Pedro 731 s pa1·aroscueman. .r wa:J told t;o orbit vest or the picla1p point 
at al.titude becm1oe tl1e grouncl forcc3 were j;i hea.rJ enemy conU:.ct with . the 
ene111y too close tor air support. Very shor~ afterward, art; J l.ery· w.s 
ca] led in and • . n int ·vtJ.S canplate~ encircled in artjJJ 
·''re a At tb:i s time Pedro erri ve on SC.. e J 0 e . oroi • edro 
46 departed the orbit for Binh Ba and rcf\1cled, :io it become. dnrk. ~n 
Pedro 46 returned to the orbit, Pedro en i~eturnad to Binh Ba .for f-u.el. 
A.a Pedro en returned to the orbit point lie were aclvised -by Sidewinder 22 
(ground FAC) that the si~1'tion was such that ne more ex::..x·actions cottld be 
made and the two Pedro njrcraft tJbould

2 

return to hom<i · sttitions. 'AiI·1aaii 
Pitsenbarger, the Pararesa1e11Wn from ~e<!r~. 7J1 •• re111a:ined at the pickup poi.nt. 
_Upon arrival. at Bien Hoa I wns notified by 3 DASC 4tbat miring the night 
the pm'arenaJ.OJa«?n and 7 remnininG casualties \Iere Jr.oved to sn ai~ea. . · 
vhere an LZ vould be cleared ·~d they \.rould be extracted by A1~ helicopters 
at first light the n~..r.t morning. 

As:rangements were llM'lde to have an 1\.x·1q CH47 sl jng load Pedro 73 tO Bien.-Hoa 
· fro111 B~ nh Ba· £01,. repa; rs. .. 

Pedro 'Tl recovered 7 casualties, nnd Pedro 73 recovered 2 caaunlties. Njne 
(9) combat s 'tlere a ed. m1 ... 43~· :J new eight (8) sorties tor 6+15 
hours. . JfH-1+3D f1ev two l aort:i.co ror 2+30 houi·~. 


