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door, and started them both down. The litter was around 10' from the ground
and Pits was just reaching for it when 2 30 caliber automatic weapors ;ut
loose at the bird from the opposite side. The bird received 9 hits - not one
was hurt but one or two of the hits did quite 2 bi#i of damage. A round tore
through a bundle of wkres and caused the throttle control to jam in the wide
open position, throwing max power to the engine. They also lost partial
rudder control and had some other touchy rroblems., The bird surged foreward
and up - the pilot couldn't do a thing but hand on and ride it out. The litter
started dragging through trees and hanging up, so the Bi called for a cut

to keep the bird from being pulled down. Luckily, no one was on the hoist,

so they were able to get free and escepe from the hole.

We were halfway to the strip with our load of patients vhen we received
word that the backpp bird had been hit. “le thought that they had gene down,
80 we dropred down and unloaded our ratients and then bugged back to get the
crew. They were still staying airborne, so we escorted them down and then
returned to the hole to get Fits and more wounded.

Up to this tire the area was suprosedly "secure" - with 3 companies
holding it. T%/e tried to go in but the FAC ordered us away from the hole to
enable our artillery to cover it and knock off opposition around it, e
found out later that VC mortar rounds were walking in while we were making
pickups, and they had just zeroced in on the area when the 30 cals cut loose
and sprayed our bird. The VC mortar wes eliminated, but the guys on the
ground started drawing sniper fire again., We stayed in an orbit near the
area, waiting for things to quiet down so we could go bakk in. By this time
(5230 or 6PM) a "B" model from Saigon had joined us to replace our downed
bird, We stayed there until 8:30, ready to go in for pickups in the dark

by then. Sometime about then the guys on the ground called in our artillery
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right on top of themselves - and the FACs sent us home for the night, -

We still didn¥t have any idea of what was going on at the spot, but
we were all set to return at daybreazk and continue the pickurs and get Fits
back, A "F" model from Binh Thuy (down south) was on the way to aseist also,
We received a czll from the Army and 38th early in the morning telling us that
a LZ had been cleared during the night and that Army choppers were going
in to get =zverycne out at onee. He didn't find out until around 9 that the
LZ wasn't cleared and the two birds went back (the second beipg Binh Thuy's).
Our on-coming alert crew replaced mine, so )'Beirne went out as the PJ on
this one, backed by Fullwood from Binh Thuy on the other, O'Beirne ard crew
arrived in the area, but our fighters were still blasting the surrounding
area, so they had to go into an orbit nesrbr. The army set off a feu
dynamite blasts ah the pickup point to clear trees for an LZ and then they
desided to send in an Army CHL7 Chinook first. It couldn't gef in beczuse of
its size, so then the army called in our 43's.

They went in and managed to go all of the way down. O'Beirre loaded 3
critically wounded on and then had to stay on the ground while they fkew the
wounded out. HUls started coming in to help carry out the wounded, and a CHL7
finally made it in too. A USA captain told O'Beirne that Pits had got it the
night before and showed him where Pits was laying. Up until this time
we all thought that Pits was okey - we recieved a false report form the Amy
aféer the VC had been pushed away the night before that they had moved to a
differemt spot and thet Pits was still okey. O'Beirne got busy helping
evacuate the wounded, in fact he pretﬁy well ran the show since most of the
Amy guys were just standing around like they were lost., 0)'Beirne would locazte
a wounded trooper, call for stretcher bearers to carry him to the choprers,

and got every one else busy looking for wounded and carrying them out,
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After 30-40 minutes, they had all of the wounded out and our bird'ﬁicked
up O'Beirne and returned to Bien iioa with the bad worl about Pits.,

They flew two wounded over to the 93rd Field Hospital near here, and
as it turned out toth of them (a Lt, and a SSgt) were with Pits the whole
time including being right beside him when he was hit. The Sergeant's story
goes something like thes.

They were making a 3 comypany rush, staying fairly close together, when
his company started receiving sniper fire. Six of their guty were hit so they
called in support artillery to eliminate the sniper fire, Thre first rounds
came in allittle too far to one side, so they asked for a correction. Infortun-
ately sameone corrected the wrong way and a few rounds fell near the company.
this &s where they received their casuliies and we were called in. Before they
called us, the area was declared "securz" again and they had a peremiter
defense sit up,

He said that Fits came down the hoist and starbed helping them with
the hoist loading, plus Tits worked on the wounded intetween hoist loads.

He kept on going strong up to the time that the bird received the 30 cal.
fire. The fire came from pretty close, so it's my feeling that their
perimiter defence was pretty thin.

At this time the sniper fire started again, in fact a few rounds had
been directed at the 43 before the heavg autamatics cut loose, Fits sow
the bird drag the litter through the trees and take off, and the litter
must have remained in their sight. Pits wanted to go out and get it
back since it would be needed when the-birda returned, or at least when
the other one came back in. The Army Lt, wouldn't let Pits take the
risk of getting hit climbing up to get the litter, and he desided to

move out to anotherlocation, carrying the remaining litter case® with
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them. Pits sas running around treating the wounded and organizing the'}
cutting of litter pokes ect. at this time. They started out with Pits
helping carry one of the litters, but cnly got around 20-30 yards when
the VC opened up on them.

The Sgt estimeted they were hit by around 300 hard core VC. They had
positioned thenselves in trees with 30 cals and had at least 2 50 cals up
there somewhere too. H e didn't know how many were in the trees, but they
were cought in heavy fire from both above and on the ground. In his
words, "fthe lead was flying so thick that if you stuck up your hand it
would have been Bhot to pieces." Most of the army troop$ had Mlls and were
firing in full automatic since “hey couldn't see the VC. Pits had his }16
plus his .38, but he spent most of his time at this point crawling around
gathering clips of zmmo from the dead and wounded and passed it around to
the army troops. After doing this for awhile, he gathered up amound 20
ML6 clips or so and started shooting back himself, The Sgt didn't know
how long Pits was returning fire before he was KHit, but did notice that
Pits was one of the few firing on semi-automatic, so he figured that Tits
could see a few of them, A little later he noticed that Fits wasn't moving
anymore, indicating that he had been hit hard instead of being just wounded.
Pits was wearing his flack vest and had a hard helmet (he borrowed one from
one of the guys we picked up - bit the vest didn't stop anything. He had
been hit L times as far as we could find out. They called support artillery
right in on their own position and the VC pulled out around 8:30 FM, Pits
was hit somewhere around 7:30, just b;fore it got completely dark. There
were 8 guys in Fit's little group in the heavy fighting - 2 made it out.

That is about everything I know about the operation. We kave lost a
good friend and hie was one of the best PJ's in the game. I don't think
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that there was anything that Pits didn't excel in as far as duty or any=
thing else goes - as I'm sure you well know. He died doing his job, add
if he would have known the consequences of going down that hoist it
wouldn't have slowed him up a bit. !fe know thers army recovery operations
are no picnics, but up until now we have teen real lucky. Counting the
9 we pulled out with Pit's help on the gpround, our outfib has pulled out
141 casulties since last October, and this is the first tine we've ran
into serious difriculties. This figure is only the army troopers we have
pulled out - not our regular air crew recoveries or stuff like that,.

I feel that it's not our job, but as long as there isn't anyone else
to do it down here, we will continue to do it as long as the need exits.
Ioosing Fits won't sbhow us down angx a2s far as support of this type goes. 1
only hope that we don't lose anyone else, Iy FJ's are going to continue going
down if they are needed (and only if they are needed) we all know what the risk
is, It's Jjust too bad ihat the army can't get helicopters over here (like the
HH3) that are capsbke of recovering their own casulties from the jungle. The
army "Dust-off" medical evac HUls are doing a great job, but they can only pick
up casulties from landing pads - we're the only ones with the hoist capability.
We could do a much better job with HH3s = picking up 10-15 at a time, but as
long as we only have our 43s, we're stuck.

Incidently, the armor plating received several direct 30 cal hits,
and the slugs didn't even dent the platting. The Hn would have been killed if
if wouldn't have béen for that plating.

If any of you have any questions.gbout this, or about SEA - drop me a
line. I'm usually slow at answerdéng letters, but will put forth a "max" effort
to answer yonu

Dave Milsten












Statement regarding the Medal of Honor for A1C William H. Pitsenbarger, USAF
Submitted by CMSgt (Ret) David E. Milsten

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

I was a pararescue specialist assigned to Detachment 6, 38th Air Rescue Squadron and flew as
the pararescueman on a HH43F helicopter, call sign Pedro 97, during Det 6’s 11 April 1966
mission to recover critically wounded First Infantry Division soldiers. A1C Bill Pitsenbarger
was the pararescueman on the second HH43F, call sign Pedro 73, on this mission.

Our HH43Fs were equipped with a 210 foot rescue hoist, a forest penetrator rescue seat, and a
wire stokes litter rigged with cables for hoist recovery. Because of this hoist capability, we were
requested by the Army to fly missions to recover critically wounded soldiers who could not be
recovered from jungle areas by Army helicopters. We rarely had accurate information regarding
the situation on the ground and didn’t have direct contact with ground units. On several
missions, our helicopters received ground fire while in a hover directly over friendly positions.

The decision to send a pararescueman to the ground on these Army pickups was always difficult
to make. Our pararescuemen knew that once we went down the hoist, there was no guarantee on
being able to get back to our helicopter. The HH43 cabin was small and it was difficult for the
hoist operator to maneuver a loaded stokes litter through the cabin door, even with the
pararescueman on board to help. With the pararescueman on the ground, the hoist operator was
left without assistance to operate the hoist and care for the casualties.

On the 11 April mission, we were informed that the Army unit had at least six casualties, which
made this mission different since most of our missions were for only one or two casualties. My
helicopter was the first to go in and we found the unit located in a very small hole through the
jungle, which was barely wide enough for us make the hoist recoveries. We made the first litter
pickup without any problems and my pilot moved us out of the hole to let Pedro 73 go in. We
transferred our first casualty from the stokes litter to a folding litter to free the stokes for a
second recovery. When Pedro 73 completed their litter pickup, we went back in and recovered
our second casualty. | expected Pedro 73 to go back in again, but they departed with us to
transfer the casualties to an Army forward operating base near Binh Ba.

My helicopter had flown an earlier mission and was low on fuel, so we refueled at Binh Ba while
Pedro 73 returned to make more hoist recoveries. A1C Pitsenbarger volunteered to go down the
hoist to help treat and load the casualties and my helicopter arrived as Pedro 73 completed a
litter pickup. They departed for Binh Ba with their casualty an we went back into the hole. We
made a litter pickup and Bill signaled for the forest penetrator and sent up two casualties on the
seat. We couldn’t carry anybody else, so we departed for Binh Ba.

We off loaded the three casualties and departed for the pickup point while Pedro 73 remained at
Binh Ba to refuel. While enroute, we were informed the Army unit was receiving heavy small
arms and mortar fire. The attack ceased as we approached the area, and we were cleared to go
back in. We made two more litter pickups and A1C Pitsenbarger didn’t come up, so he must



have had more wounded he was working with. We departed for Binh Ba as Pedro 73 went back
in, which was when they were hit by automatic weapons fire. We off loaded our casualties and
returned to assist Pedro 73 if they went down. After they made it back to Binh Ba, we returned
to the pickup area but were not allowed to go back in since the unit was in heavy contact with
enemy forces. We remained on scene until after dark, when we were informed that the
remaining casualties and A1C Pitsenbarger would be recovered in the morning and we were
directed to return to Bien Hoa.

A1C William Pitsenbarger was one of the most dedicated and capable pararescuemen I have
worked with during my 25 years with pararescue. | am convinced that he was a real hero who
willingly placed his own life at risk to save the lives of his fellow American fighting men. He
had gone down the hoist on many occasions before this and knew he was risking his life every
time he went down. According to eyewitness reports from Company C survivors, Bill constantly
exposed himself to enemy fire while treating the wounded and recovering weapons and
ammunition for soldiers who had run out of ammunition. The Army must have been convinced
about Bill’s heroism, for it was highly unusual for an Army commander to recommend the
Medal of Honor for an Air Force enlisted man. Bill should be awarded the Medal of Honor,
which I sincerely believe he fully deserved.

End of Statement
5 February 1999

DAVID E. MILSTEN
CMSgt (Ret) USAF















point so we were told to orbit to the west. We orbited for approximately
thirty minutes until the air strike was complete. We then contacted the

Army unit on the ground and asked them to mark their position and we would
begin our pick-ups. The Army replied that they would have a clearing blasted
in about twenty minutes, so we waited. When the clearing was blasted a CH=47
made the first landing in the area. He had room to hover, but could not land.
Pedro 97 landed next and was able to set down. Three sewerely wounded were
immediately loaded on the aircraft. Due to the height of the trees and limited
amount. of maneuvering room we elected to leave our Para~-medic and all the gear
we did not need on the ground, to give us a power reserve. We then flew the
wounded to a field hospital at Binh Ba. While we were enroute the Army cleared
more brush and trees out of the landing zone which gave us more room on
subsequent landings. When we landed in the hole the second time we off loaded
ten gallons of water and six stretchers and picked up three more wounded. At
this time we were informed that the para~medic who was left on the ground the
night before had been fataly wounded when the unit he was with was overrun.

We then took off and delivered our wounded to Binh Ba. We and our cover ships
refueled this trip and picked up twenty gallons of water to return to the troops
at the landing zone. Enroute back to the LZ we were informed by Sidewinder 23
that there was a hoist pick up required. With the water we had no room to
maneuver the stokes litter in the cabin so we informed 23 that we would make
one more trip to the LZ. By the time we arrived the Army had enlarged the LZ
enough that the Chinooks and Dustoff helicopters could land so we determined
there was no longer a need for us in that area and we could go make the hoist
pickups. However, before we could land to drop off the water and pick up our
para-medic, Pedro 91 reported in and it was decided they would make the hoist
pickups. We then landed and picked up our para~medic and two Army personnel
and returned to Binh Ba to await further developments. We refueled and when
Pedro 91 landed we were informed that there was no further requirement for us
and we were released. On the return flight to Bien Hoa Pedro 97 carried two
severly wounded patients back to the 93rd Field Evac Hospital. We landed at
Bien Hoa at 1410. Mission completed.

10. Comments: None

ik e LML

» 1STLT, USAF
Rescue Crew Commander
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During battlefield medical evacuations, the pararescueman
descends on the hoist cable to help load the casualties on the Stokes
litter. When the low helicopter has loaded two stretcher patients
aboard, it leaves the area and the high helicopter descends for another
load. The helicopters work as a shuttle until all casualties have been

evacuated.

One mission well illustrating rescue work in SVN occurred on
11 April 1966. The U.S. Army had sustained casualties 33 miles south-
east of Bien Hoa and three HH-43F's from Detachment 6 were scrambled
to evacuate them. The SARTF consisted of the HH-43's, two Huey gun
ships, three F-100's and two O-1F light aircraft, In addition, a C-47
flareship was orbiting in case the operation continued into the night.
The Army placed artillery fire on hostile positions nearby. The Pedros
were vectored in by smoke from the ground party and lowered the Stokes
litters through a hole in the jungle canopy. The helicopters then began
shuttling the wounded. At one point, friendly artillery fire was land-
ing so close that the low Pedro had to momentarily leave the area. In
spite of the close fire support from artillery and aircraft, Viet Cong
began closing in. On the fifth sortie, Captain Bachman's helicopter
was hit as it was hovering and the throttle jammed full open., Captain
Bachman was able to lift-off and made an emergency landing at a friendly
field. His pararescueman, A-1C William Pitsenbarger, who had been
lowered to assist in the evacuation, was killed when the Viet Cong overran
the area. He has been awarded the Air Force Cross (Poshumous). Detachment

147/
6 was credited with nine saves during the mission.
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