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FRC!1: Deta.clmer.t J, )8th Aerospace ~escue and !lecovery Squadron '(\ -

APO US Forces - 96295 ~ 

lli!.~Y TO ~':11: OF: 38-9 (Captain Cardwell/4184) rto 
SUBJECT: Hiss ion Uarra;ti ve - ).rrey Casualty Evac:ua. ti on 4 Apr 66 

TO: 38th ARRSq (OPS) 

1. Reference paragraph 134.5.1.~ and paragraph 134.5.1.3, ARRS-1 55-1. 
•r11e follo\T:ing is submi i;ted as a nar:ra:ti ve descrj.ption of the rescue 
i:d~ ::: ion on the nif,ilt of 4 April 1966 involving 5 saves. 

2. 1923L. - JSARC notified Detachment 9 that 5 tt. S. ~ oen were 
critically ~-rounded and in need of il:ll:lediate air evacuation from a 
position plotted as YA812038. Secondary crewmermers were alerted 
imI:lediately and both aircraft were fully: fueled in the ca.in tanks 
and configured for an ACR. At 1940 ?edro 42 (RCC Captain Richard 
L. Cardwell, CE Captain Fred.er.i.1.:..,:1. Bergold, ml SSgt Bertrum 
Brund.ridge, RS A2C Roy E. Kelsey) departed Plei.ku AB. Approximately 
5 minutes later the secondary crew (RCC Lawrence: F. Harcum, CP 
lstLt Gordo11 o. Tooley, :aH TSgt James B. Johnson , RS SSgt George 
E. Schimt..er) was airborne . . 1 

•/ 

3. En.route weather was reportedly deteriorating to a low overcast, 
VIZ lf miles with thunderatorms in the II Corps area. Winds forcast 
099° 20 G35. In rea.li ty the winds were much cal.mer but a thick 
haze l~r made transition to instl."UI1ents necessary. Thund.ersto:cms 
were prevalent a.pproxil:Jately 10 mles south of our route. 

4. After £lying on a heading of 22.3° for ap~rorlmately 20 minutes 
I was contacted on UBF by Ragged-Scooper 91 l~ Ground Control 
a.t Duo Co) and asked to divert to Due Co so tha1; I could be vectored 
from their position to a remote camp where a doctor wa.s to be picked 
up. l3y the use of tJBF-J:)F and flares Due Co and the camp were 
located and both Pedro 4~ and 56 landed. Ped.ro 42 on- oa.ded the 
doctor, a radio man, and 5 "Jerry-cans" of wa.teJ:. Pedro 56 picked 
up 5 water cans. After becoming airborne I was contacted by Ragged­
Scoo12er 93 at the pid'"Up site and vectored to his position. A 
power differential check revealed that maxinn1m power would be required 
to land but that it could be accomplished. The landing area was 
re:;orted as being 40' x 60' and surrounded by a 100' canopy of trees. 
I had alerted the para-rescue technician t hat if that size was accurate 
he would be reqtiired to go down the hoist and e J.ther clear the LZ 
further or load the injured :i;nrties by hoist. I.luring the approach 
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both Ca:>tain Ber[;Old and eysel.£ aireed that a le.nding could be 
accompl ished. At about 50' from touching do\m it was noted that 
torque pressure was above red line and I instructed the crewmembers 
to throw the wa. ter 6'a.ns overboard. When off-102.ded torque pressure 
was reduced to 37 .5FSI and a land.ill6 IAlade. ::nei:hant grass surroundin.3 
the LZ was cut- down by the blades but no d.awa.ge resulted. Crew coord­
ination ltas outstand.ino during this critical per iod. Using the litters 
aboard the aircraft the !Jara- rescue technician and crew chief picked 
up tlle two oost critic ally injured .:md loaded th em aboard. Ground 
tii:.e \1as aFproxioately 20 ci:lutes as the doctor adrrinistered injec ­
tions end I.V. inside the helicopter. One evacuee exrierienced heart 
::ieizure but uas revived and resi:onded well duxir~ first aid treatcent. 
Once cleared for take-off by the doctor I turned the helicopter around 
and oade a cax power take-off over the lowest obstacles in sight . 
Pedro 56 ma.de a similar approach to the site af";er orbiting the area 
until cleared. Being lower on gross "Weight he clid not have to jettison 
cargo but did strike the e l ephant grass with his rotors . !~o ~"'0 
resul tad. The second..'.:lrJ crewmeI!lber s assisted i n loading tl:e three 
r eoa.ining evacuees aboard and a cax power take-off accotiplished. 
Both Pedro aircraft were instructed to fly to :i>l.lc Co '\There an .\riey 
hospital crew would off- load the patients. Using UHF- DF again the 
return to Due Co was accomrilished in 15 minutes time. Just l,)rior to 
landing at Due Co 'rrr:I oaster caution 116ht shouei transmission oil low. 
After off-load;.ng the patients oil was added ani the li0ht could not 
be duplicated. Once more under instru.c.ent conditions~both Pedxo air­
craft =eturned to Pleiku. 

5. Rescort/~esc.~p-~as no~_. fu;i.19!.J>_a&~~:~ '~ . -~-~-~ .£.9~9@..;T;e~ 
outstan<f§. "Du.ring '"'lne entire :::iission they ke:;::t me advised of their 
n5"Ca't'ton-in relation to the Palla-Kilo Beacon at IIollowEcy" §ield. 
This advisocy made navigation to the various ::;oints I!JUCh easier. The­
on-the-scene coordinator was invaluable in !Jrovidil:lg UHF-DF and flare 
assistance. Sona difficulty was experienced iil keeping the ~ men 
away from the rotor blades. Ragged-Scoopex was asked to tell his men 
to enter from the front only but upon lan<lin6 ~t both isolated sites 
at least a dozen oen approached the helico~ter on all cides before the 
crewtiembers in the rear could wave thett off. The dust and debris in the 
LZ's oade it iI!l'practical to remain hovering dl.u:i.ng the stops. 

problems during the Dission. 
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Sav.,.._...._ 
In Seven 

- I rtachruNll lJ or 
ae 3.'ilh Aerospace l!c:Sl'UC :ind 

, Recovery Squadron, loC"atell :at 
lhc Pleillu AB, recently. sa"etl 
~~\·en lives in tiCVl'n tiny!,·· 
Th~ rant e111cr1tP.nCJ took plil· 

u when the detachment wu 
nottricJ al 5:~.0 a.bl. that a C-130 
had u :a bed no n landing 2ppro­
aeh one mile ~a~t of lhc Plerku 
nlD\\'ay. 

the olert crew wo1 airborne In 
llv• minutes ond proceeded lo 
lih• crosh scene. BecouH of •orly 
1111ornlng grou11d log, the wreckage 
coutd not be sun until their H·43 
bellcopter wos wlthln :..'()() yard1. 

;rbe reacue cowmander, Capt. 
Lawntnt;c F. Man·uiu, landed a' 
mt".U lhe rlaruing cockpit Al pos­
m"bk, Co· pilot llil Lt. Gordon 0. 
Toole-~', fire-fighter A IC: Le!ill.'r 
l.ong :ind parare11cue n1:m A:!l; 
Bo,y f.. ficlsey started toward 
the aircraft, rind ing two sur\'i­
von groping their ,..·ay out of 
the v.-recktage.. 

The sunh'or& 'l>.cre I.Aken lo 
lhc l1eUcopler while others con· 
Uiaue1I to seirch for 1un-h·or~, 
;S1ideJ by a ncond rt•scue heJicop­
ilar crew or CIJ)l. l>nle R. Tyree. 
Ult Ll. U:i~id Slc~enllon, SSgt. 

Qmes Johnson :ind A:!C Allen 
:St.inek. E~ploding deloontor 
'tap~ in lhe \'ldnily did nol deter 
llht-111 from lhe search. 

No orher 1urvivon were locot­
t.d, ond Coptoin Marcum ond 

ew returne d the two Injured 
lll«'•Ons lo the Plelk11 AB dispe n· 
ory. They received emergency 
realmenl there ond we re th•H\ 
It evocuted fo o hospllol. Both 

Helps 
Lites 

Days 
Anny helicopters to !:incl on it, 
"'o the 1\ir Force wa.-; .:1ven lhe 
cn11 for help. 

The olerl crews, Copl. Richard 
l. Cordwell, Copt. , Fredrllc M. 
Bergold: mechcnic, ~ Bertrum 
E. Brundrldge, and Alrmon KelHy; 
ond Captain Marcum, lleutenont 
Tooley; mechonic, SSiit. Jomes 
John1011, and pororescue mon 
SSgl , George Schipper, deparled 
Plelku orter o qul<k mlulon pion· 
nlng and b riefing. 

'fhev ended trees surroun­
thng lht cleared arc3 that re:i· 
cbed as high ::a.s 150 feel, with 

.Cajltain t::ard\\ ell lnn1lrn~ first 
with the doctor. Afler '.!O miou­
tei. or first aid treatment for lhe 
soldiers, C:iptain Cardwell took 
orr with two of the sick men 
:inti then Captain ~l:ncum caseJ 

,hi s h~liuopl~r inlo the confined 
urea :iud picke1l np the three 
rernaln 1nl!. 
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