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MISSION NARRATIVE 17 APR 66

At 0210Z Jolly Green 52(Low Bird) and Jolly ireen 56(High Bird) were
scrambled out of NKF to the crash site of Champion L63. The coordinates
were 1759N 10SLBE. We took off within five minutes of notification and
proceeded toward the scene. The weather along our route was about 7000'
overcast near NKP and was deteriating to heavy rain and very limited
visability as we neared the crash site. About 20 miles short of the
target Crown 61 advised all forces to move out of the area due to poor
weather conditions and we were to orbit:in our present position, 060°
radial L7NMM from NKP. Shortly thereafter all-forces were recalled to
NKP to refuel and continue rescue efforts when -the weather improved,

We returned to NKP, refuled and were scrambled ‘again for the same mission
at 0409Z. The weather had cleared by this.time. and we proceeded to the
rescue area. Sandy Ll and L2 arrived prior to the Jolly Greens and
started an immediate electronic search for the downed pilot. Intermittent
beeper signals were heard and a pen gun flare was seen. The pilots location
was above a village on the side of a rather steep slope. This village was
about three miles directly up a small valley from the Mugia Pass Highway

where he had been hit. As the Jolly Greens entered the area, crowndadvised

us to keep west of the search area since heavy flak had been encountered.
Jolly Green 52 went down to where the Sandies were and Jolly Green 56 set

up a high orbit to act as cover helicopter. During the time Jolly Green 52
was down looking for the pilot, Jolly Green 56 was notified that he was
drawing flak and he should change his orbit point,which he did. The task

of pinpointing the pilot took about 15 minutes because we had no voice

contact and his beeper was very weak, Several passes were made along the
ridge above the village and finally a flare was sighted. A hover over the
source of the flare was made, but we still had no vision on the pilot.

The forest penetrator was lowered thru the trees and we waited to see if

he would come to it. Shortly thereafter, he found the seat and the recovery
was made. Duringz the recovery portion of the rescue, battle damage was
sustained by the helicopter, It may have come from the village. After o
the recovery, a safe exit route was given to Jolly Green 52 and Jolly Green ¥ ¥

56, and we set course for NKP, Jolly Green 56 was diverted to another crash . %
scene. No further ground fire or flak was encountered while in route to 2
NKP and landed was made at 0550Z.
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o DECLASSIFIED | 34 AOp Hist, Apr - Jun 66
Det 2-3-40-17 Apr FalaTNPsse s

(C) During r search for two pilots shot dovn on 1€ Apr 66, a Mayday w=s
heard from 2 B-57 located at 17NSN 1061BE. A C-123 at the scene revorted
two good chutes and provide¢ DF steers to Rescue helicopters. AlE's marked
the positions with smoke; both pilots were hoisted aboard an HH-3E chopper
and returned to I'akhon Phanom.

Det 2-3-41-17 Apr

(C) A Navy AAE crashed at 1759N 10548E. Initial ccntact was made by an AlE
who obtained 2 positive electronic position. Weather forced withdrawal of

the Rescue farce, Returning about two hours later intermittent beeper

signals were heard and a pen gun flare was seen., Two HH-3L's entered the aree,
one high, the other low. The low HH-3E hovered over the source of the flare
but hed no visual contact with the downed airmar. The forest penetrator hoist
w=s lovered thru the trees. The downed pilot fourd it. s*-apped himself on
and the recovery was mude., During the rescue; battle darage from ground fire
was sustained by the pickup helicopter.

Det 2-3-42-18 Lpr

(C) A Continentzl C-47 reparited 2 hours overdue by Air Acerica resulted in
the initiation of Sik zction. His last reported pesition was 1950N 10344E.
Wezther prevernted immediute search of the area; however, & luter sexrch was .
conducted by non-militury sircraft with negative results. Ilission suspended
since controlling ageacy did not feel a further need for Rescue forces
would be necessary.
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Det 2-3-43-12 ArT /] I;‘_
(c; An 0=l girzzefi v-s xeperted down at 1T731N 105503, 354R #ction was begun {
by ecramblirng AZE's fzor liakon Phanom. On passing cver the {erget area, one
of the AlE’s received intensive automatic weapons fire. After completion
of fire suppression runs, the AlE mude m low pass over the wreckuage and
reported negutive survivors. About this time, the AlE wes hit in the right = -
wing and started to burm. Attempting a climbing left turn out, the aircraft ... .
suddenly rolled inverted and went strzight in. Observers reported that- thn e..; P
AlE pilot had no chance for survival and further SAR efforts for the 0-1 e
pilot wculd be too huzerdous, .- '»

Det 2-:&5-21 ADT

(C) An P4C was downed at 1600N 10643E with two crewmen sboard. Forward Air. I .
Control .aircraft had visual and radio contact with the two pilots at all tima; :
however, there wrs considernble complication on what should have been a simple =
ACR problem. Unnecessary and extremely heavy chutter on guard frequencies '
resulted in confusion end unanswered calls by the controlling agency. A USMC -
E=34 eventually landed =nd boarded the two downed pilots in good conditiom, =
returning them to Khe Sanh. Orderly operations 2re not possible unlese non ‘'
SAR forces erriving in a pickup area contact the on-scen. SAR Commander for
disposition prior to proceeding into the rescue arez.
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