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CONPBERHAR

~he LBR cission is presently being performed with six HH-43 pilots, four flight
mechenics,; =nd five rescue specialists. Two pilots, two flight mechanics, and
two roscue specialists are on alert each dey. LBR had 79 scremtles in april,
€9 in liay znd 58 in June for & total of 206 scrambles during this reporting
period, and two pilots were recovered in Thailand. During this guurter, eight
pilots huve been upgraded to RCC. Since 5 June, there hus been no triining
time zvailatle due to the requirement to have six I[H-3L heliccpters on alert
each day. Maintenance has continued to enjoy an outstanding in-commission
r-te on the HH-3Z (885) and HH-43B (95%) during this yuarter. The major
problem continues to be a luck of parts. During this reporting period, main-
tenance has never failed to provide the required number of uaircraft to meet
the alert ~ommittment. The future for maintenance however is not too bright.
Six Hi- 32"helicopters are coming r» on their 500 hour TUC's. Due to the
increase from four to si: aircrai on alert.each day, maintenance will find it
harder to provide the necessary eircraft for alert each day. The HH-3E is a
rodified CE-3C helicopter with improved engines; extermel tanks for incrersed
range; armor pleting for crew protection; and a high speed hoist with 240 feet
of usesbie cable. Dur to the lerge size and color of the HH-3k; is is called
"The Jolly Green Giart" & neme well known among all pilots ir Southeast isiwx.
The HIi-43B is stendurd LBi eyuipment air Force wide. On twelve different
occesions; rescue helicojpters received damage from enemy ground fire. During
twelve picicaps;, the rescue forces were subjected to enemy fire but due to the
determinution of the crews,; successful pickups were accomplished in spite of
the ground fire.

k. (U) On 11 June 66, 2 (USHC) FAB's #2 engine stuck in 100 power while
Yeing run up for meintenance at Dallang. It jumped the nose wheel chock and
rar into an HU-1€ aircraft (j#294) assignad to the 33 ARiSq which was TDY to
the 37 AiliSy. 1t sheared off the nose of the HU-16; investipation reverled
that 900 manhours would be reyuired to repair the Albatross and 15C manhours
to £ix the F4AB, resulting in & major accident assessed to the UsSMC.

1. (U) In recovering a B-57 crewman from the water off Daliang &n aircraft (4 PPR
accident with no damuge to the aircraft occurred. The pararescueman (PJ) was Gk
deployed from an HH-43 helicopter to aid the crewmun in getting into the rescue
device, The survivor's knife was protruding from its scabbard causing the para-
roscuersn to sever a tendon in his little finger, The PJ received surgery at
Clark and was grounded for approximutely 6 weeks., No ground accidents were
reported during this quarter.

m. (U) During the period of this history, the aircraft assigned to the
3 AKRGpP were operationally ready 83.1% of the time. The 16.% of time not
operetionally resdy were contributed to 9.4% NOR (If) and 7.%5 “ORS. C.r
aircraft are in a combat theater located approximately 8000 miles from the
mein sunply source, the U.S., this creates a very extended pipeline and
cften causes logisitcal problems. Many of our Detachments are loceted »t s
bases which were constructed and put in operation in a short period of time; '
however, we have been getting good support from all the hoat bases.

n. (U) The missions flown by the crew members of 3 AR!‘Gp expose them con-
tirually tc hostile fire. The 141 combat saves attribited to this Group from
spril thru June could not have been possible were it not for continued acts
of heroism and bravery on the pert of the devoted members of the Aerospuce DECLASSIHED
Rescue and Recovery Service. During this quarter members of this Group heve PRI
been reccmmended for 24 Silver Stars, 68 Distinguished Flying Crosses; -256 Air
Medels. 3 Purpnle llesrts, 23 Commendetion Medals, 2 Bronze Stars, 2 Airmun's lMedals
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sr 1 =-==icd .. have received spproval for 1&0 Air Med=lis, 3 Purpie Hearts,

AL feamd pee=--

1"Ai:mnn's Medal; 1 Bronze Stur, 24 Distinguisned Flying Crosses, an€ 4 3ilver
348

o. (U) ISLICNS,

(1) Coukat,

Det 1 =3=21-10 A=r

() Pour USK WIi #nd one KIA aboard Svift Baat, call eign Red Dog 65 3 ARRGp
1ispatched 2 H-34's end HU-16 with Flight Surgeon 2bowzi 1o rendezvous with
toat at 1700K 1C7252% for air evecuation. Meanwhile SE-3i's were enrcute

from ship with anctier doccior. HU-16 Crown Charlie located Red Dog 6 &nd
rectcred SE-3a's in to lower dcctor. (USN) SH-34 airlifted cne survivor

to Dalang; two survisore, two deceased and doctor remained on tout.

Det 1-3-22-23 Avnr

(T) An V1E pilet took & kit in his engine at 1635N 10632 cad h:d %o make a
forced landing. PIlot wes recovered and returned to Khe Senh by USMC H-34's
sssigned tu 3 ARRSE for prim.ry SAR.

Det 1-3-23-14 in=

(U) Two B-57 crews invclved in & mid air collision bziled cut n.ar Delang.
iU~16 locuted four survivers and directed Marine helicovnters in the area

to the crew members. TUslC H-3:'s picked up three survivors and a 3 aHRGp
HH=43 picked vp the lust survivor. The pararescuemzn (SSzt Charles A. Kezer)
vhile assisting the crewmun toerd the rescue device wes injured on the
survivoz's mife viick protruded from its scubbard,

vet 1~3=24~17 Az

{C) Two Lavy pilcts beiled cut of their A6 Intruder vhen the wirg caught
fire about 45 Kli north of Dalirng. A 3ARRGp HU-16 from Dzlinng located the
two pilots, made an wmeventful open sez landing and retrmed survivors to
Deliang AB, RVIi.

det 1-3-25~17 Apx

(C) Zignt Speciul Fcrces personnel were strended 5 miles S../. of Kae Sanh.
% iURGp coordinated with USIC for pickup; two USHMC L-34's returnzd 8 sur-
vivors to Khe Saxh,

Det 1-3~26-18 Apr

(C) Ap AlE wes hit in the right wing by automatic werpons fire over Tiger
Islend. Crown Alfz HU-16 from DaNsng recovered pilot who was in excellent
condition,.

Det 1-3-27-5 M=y

(C) An A4C pilot builed out of his aircraft into the water =t 2040
10728E. S4R EU .16 in the area made an open sea landing and recovered
the Navy pilot in good condition by use of a heaving line,
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