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F.3.C}l: Det 6, J8th Aerospace Rescue & Recover-1 S;, A.PO US ~C~CES 96227 

SUBJECT~ !·!ission Narrative aeport of a Save 2 Nar 66 

TO: 3rd ~erospace Rescue & Recovery Group (JSA..~~C), APO US ECRCZS 96307 

1. Hiosion number: 6-38-41-1 Har 66. · 

2. SAR Alerted b;r: J.7'3rd Airborne Brigade. 

Crewuembers of reco-.;.ary aircraft were: 

RCC Capt Ronald L. Bachman 
CP Capt Charles P. Hadler 
EN AlC Thomas s. Story 
RS AlC Henry J. QIBeirne 

Crernnembers of the top cover aircraft were: 

RCC Capt DaJ.e L. Potter 
CP Capt Raymond L. Hurden 
HM TSgt Kenneth L. Perkins 
RS AlC Williem H. Pitsenbarger 

Lake Stevens, Wash 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 
Hiam.i, Fla 
Dublin, Ireland 

Joseph, Oregon 
Varnville, s.c. 
Lexington, Ky. 
Piqua, Ohio 

4. Reaction t:be fr cm initial notifica. tion to p.:ck up: 0: 33 • 

5. CAP assistance: ?lone. 

6. .U-ea and tne of pick up: lOOt ft t jtingle growth, hoi st pick up. 

7. Survivor located by coordinates and smoke gr1mades. 

8. Survivors name: Sgt Larry Whiting, RAl.37046'78, .A.-1/503, 17.3rd 
Airborne Brigade. 

9. SUIDmar'J 0£ Events: 

.At ll47 hours, 1 Harch 1966, Det 6, .38th A.I.RS was alerted by the 17Jrd 
Airborne Brigade for the medical evacuation of an Arrrzy- wounded from 105.3 N 
1CY703 E, 13 miles E.SE of Bien Hoa AB, RVN. Two lIB-43F helicopters were 
scrambled from Bien Hoa at 1155 hours. While enr oute to the site we attempted 
contact with "Dumbo Uptake" on FM. When contact was made it was learned that 
"Dumbo Uptake" was not the operation that had the wounded. However, upon 
arrival at the designated area, Pedro 73, the lend aircraft spotted green 



smoke. As this uas an area that we had previous_y operated in and was 
sectll'e, a low pass was fl.o\./Il on the site to check the area. US .. U:rrry 
personnel were observed carr;ing a litter patien·~ . The stokes litter 
was louered approximately 100 feet to the jungle floor and the patient 
was secured. As tie patient was hoisted toward t he helicopter it started 
to spin. The closer it approached the helicopter , the faster the litter 
would spin. All attempts to stop the rotation f Liled. The rotational 
velocity was estimated to be approximately 60 RR:. The rotation was 
finally stopped by allowing the stokes litter to contact the bear paw. 
:::1 sb.ock of this inpact caused severe pair.. ::'or t.he pat :ent. It i · the: 
opinion 01 the personnel of this det·c.c:ment that the r:iin is co.use<- ·ny 
the con;:;t1~i.lction of the hoist cable. Prcvivusly problet.s 1tlth th~ J· -d .. s·1 
have occtll'ed when co.ble tltlst caused a loop to f c.rm in the cable cm ... ~ -· q; 
fra.;ving and broken strands thereby rendering the cable unusable. Tht 
ca.ble has been UR' ed before and a UR and o:rm will again be sub:nitted. 

The patient was evacuated to the 93rd l~ed Evc.c Hospital at 3ien Hoa 
at 1235 hours. His injuries consisted of a severed right leg below the 
knee. 

Ho ground fire was encountered, weather was clear end 15. There was 
some difficulty with communications in that the initial frequencies ob­
tai.."led were for the ·wrong operation. Ho\lever, t he accuracy of coordinates 
for the location allowed the pickup to occur with out co:i:r:nmications. 
Comunications was established \ti.th the ground party just after the pick 
up was conpleted. 

~~Captain, us.~ 
:lcscue Crew Co:imander 
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Notified by COl-IPRESS to scramble at Ol.51Z, 2 March 1966. Jolly Green 31 
and 30 airborne at Ol56Z. Innnediately after takeoff c cntact was made with 

c _, 
I ' INVERT and a heading and distance of 090 degrees, 67 NI-' from Channel 65 TAC.AN ( ,,.,. 

was given to Jolly Green. Sandy 21, 22, 23 and 24 were scrambled and airborne Q 
at Ol59Z. Enroute to the area contact was established with Crown 28 and Go~ Q ~ 
aircraft. Gombey advised that there was a possible collision between an F-1 5,., 9 ~ 
and OlF aircraft. Jolly Green was advised by Diamond Back flight that the c a~ ~ ~ 
site and onP, chute had been located and that they had Ficked up a beeper ir. he?:\_ 'f. 
samt: uea. Sandys 21 and 22 proceP.ded to the area and Sand: 23 and 2L• escort '"" 0 ~ 
Jol.J..y Green to the area. Sdlld:, 2J md 2{ .:onfir.nec' cra sh site, chute and bee~~ \& 
and directed Jolly Green to the area. Jolly Green arrived on the scene at ap Of-1-z_.'Z 
imately 02302. Crown 28 advised Jolly Green 31 that we were clear to investig t - \ ~ 
the chute at pilots discretion. Jolly Green descended to approximately 1500 f~ .0 ~ ~ 
and made a pass over the chute and crash site. A strong beeper signal(appeareci'A 5 .s~ 
be two beepers) was heard by Jolly Green in the immedia te vicinity of the crashv~ ~ 
site and chute. The immediate area was approximately one eight of a mile west VJ 
a river and approximately 40 yards from a dirt road. The trees were approximate y 
75 feet tall with dense underbrush. The chute was located approximately 30 yards 
south of the crash site. The pilot was not observed at this time. Jolly Green 
then descended to tree top level for closer search of t he area around the chute. 
~e approaching the site, a pen flare was observed near the chute. The pilot 
was not in sight. As Jolly Green hovered over the chute the downed pilot was 
transmitting on his survival radio trying to direct Jolly Green to him. However, 
his radio transmissions were drowned out by the strong oeeper signals. At this 
time Jolly Jreen 31 requested clearance from COMPRESS t o lower the pararescueman 
on the hoist for gr ound search of area near the chute. After being cleared by 
COt'iPRESS the pararescueman was lowered on the hoist at approximately CBJ05Z. 
Approximately 2 minutes later(0307Z) the flight mechanic spotted the pilot with-
in the immediate area of Jolly Green. The tree penetrator was manuevered to the 
pilot and a hois t pickup was accomplished. Jolly Green took off, circled the area, 
and directed the pararescueman by radio to return to tha point where he was lowered 
on the sling. The pararescueman was then picked up on the hoist and Jolly Green 
departed the area to channel 65 on a heading of 270 degr ees. In route the parares­
cueman and flight mechanic administered first aid to the pilot who had suffered 
burns, facial lacerations(eyes swollen shut) and was sufferinglJ~'1?'{QCkJ[f.fjl-Y 
Green landed at channel 65 with the injurc~:~cA\'QOll'ltBU I 1, · · cuss1F1 _____ , 1 ,, AFR-205:a 

Pilot recovered: Capt Tastet.Qr Changed to --
of ---------- "· 

Low Bird, Jolly Green 
1st Lt Letton, RCC 
Major Schmidt, RCCP 

31 " "'~ ... · '"' 'J ! ~rm:°rd 2 ·lnlly_.Qr:en 30 
ARccO-~-;cap t; Weekley, RCC 

SSgt Chapman, HM 
A2C Kellennan, PJ 

l ;,k4 J )~ 114Pf 
fi2.-. ROBERT w. LErTON, 1st Lt, USAF 

Rescue Crew Commander 

ARooc - 1 /1st Lt Sans, RCCP 
ARPoc - />fl SSg t. Barnes, HM 
ARBOC- -1 x . .../ A2C Halvorson, PJ 

";"'"£ ~,±] DOW'~GRADE AT 3 YEAR INTERVAIS 
AHOA~ I . D3CLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS 
AAXDC -1--. (} 
-'RC~ - /-LC: ·~f'Iit ''*&-.-. ' -· 7Pl11 
'·~~~ -? ~~.c::; C)/ ..,,,, 
AllAMS -/-1 AHODC ~-~~71::-e.c,Ck) I . ·~ M ' 

G~ /l/ 9----=- IL 1Jfs-:c ;37--· 
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.~8fUll~T~ 
MISSION NAR..J:V.TIVE 7 MAR 66 

At 02212 COMPRESS notified shoestring that a pilot was down at 1754N, l0550E 
and scrambled Jolly Green 27 and 31. Jolly Greens we r e airborne at 02262 
and proceeded on a heading of 065 degree 70NM from channel 89. Sandy 21, 22, 
23 and 24 were airborne prior to Jolly Green's takeoff and were enroute to 
the area. At 47NM out Jolly Green 27 and 31 switched to SAR frequency and 
contacted CRO'.·lN 29 and the Sandyts and arrived at the area at OJ05Z. At 
that time a beeper had been heard but due to dense jw1gle area the downed I 
pilot, Dodge J , could not be seen. Sandy aircraft at ::,empted to contact 
Dodge 3 while Jolly Green remained in orbit,at 03252 ] odge 3 was raised by 
Sandy aircraft on c;uard c.nc Jolly Green 31 wer.t dowr:.. ~o oerf?r.:-. the pic,ff .. 'Jc 

DuP ':.c radio diffic iltie~ no further cont act was made with Judge 3 and Jo_~y 
'Jreen 31 searched th.:; immedi.ate area of the bE-eper. i l t th"i.~ time Sandy air­
craft assured Jolly Gree.. t.hat t.here was no ground f-'.. !'e ir. the immediate area, 
but that there was a possibility of unfriendly forces in a valley about 4 
miles away and across a large ridge . The terrain was very hilly and jungle 
type growth predominated. At 03402 Dodge 3 came back en the r adio and announced 
he was setting off a red smoke flare . This was spotted by Jolly Green 31 who 
punched tip tanks and went in for the pickup. Due to the blossoming of the 
smoke, the dense foliage and loss of survivors voice radio Jolly Green 31 
hovered over the spot until 03552 when voice contact ~as established and the 
survivor sighted. Nonnal hoist pickup was achieved and Jolly }reen 31 left 
the area. 1'he pilot Major Joseph L . Hutto was in good shape and the Jolly 
Greens and Sandy aircraft returned to shoestring arriving at 04402. At no 
time during the mission did anyone see or report grouni fire although after 
landing Sandy 21 discovered bullet holes in his aircraf t, also Major Hutto, 
when he landed in the trees heard automatic weapons fi re from the valley to 
his northwest and had gone east over the ridge to the Josition where he was 
picked up. At all times during the mission jolly gree 1 were given exce.i.lent 
cover by the 4 Sandy aircraft and radio chaT.ter was kent ct, a minimum until 
Jolly Green 31 went in for the pickup and then it was nonexistant except .for 
Jolly Green and Dodge J . 

P dau11f t4-0cf< Jv1, _ _/ 
THCMAS E. KENNY , .... , 

1st Lt, USAF 
Rescue Crew Commander 

CLASSIFICATION 9A~~[_l)l1$ 

Low Bird 
Lt Kenny 
Capt Henderi~ kson 

· SSgt Schrader (HM) 
SSgt Farrior (PJ) 
TSgt Munch(Photo) 

High Bird 
Lt Letton 
Major Schmidt 
SS gt Chapman (HM) 
A2C Pool e(PJ) r 
TSgt Schaefer(Photof' 

~;~~~5 u~ 
By CD~) fl-~ 7 ./ 

DOWNGRADE AT 3 YE.AR INTERVALS 

r n\1V\'r-rtrff\ -
f Jlf. AFK-2JJ·2 

1. ~ \',\~'{ \<j1f\ 

DECLA3SIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS 
..--------;----1f)~att)'fl"1D:7IIR mrlO 

AROOC #_G_6__;.v~!-- _ ,, • ../a(uL/ ~Cf_ 
,....illliil"'\l tft/e- t t -aa~1 

f;&S-Olt/3 



THE 
DARING 
RESCUE 
OF A 
DOWNED 
COMBAT 
FLYER 

It was one o ( thos!:_ da\ 
\Lt j. J 1 H' I I u t t fl I 1.1 ii \ 1 ;II n e ii 
t h c Ii c d r fl L' k fl I t h · ;\; o r t h 
\'1ct11.1u1 h ig li\\',l], made 
strainers of a b .1 t c h of V C 
truck s, then got hi s F-10~ 
punctured south of Vinh by 
ground fi re. 

I le loved that F-10~ 'J'/11111 
tlerrhief, and parting was 
such sweet .sorrow. Part he 
did, however , and hi s ch utt· 
lowered him gently into jun 
git that was I ()() feet deep. 
" I lo t Rocke ts," ltc thought. 
" I I()\\' i II I [ () ('I 11 \ 1 ill Ii \\' i 11 
they gt t mt out of here?" 

\Vh1lc: h e \\';J~ th1nk111!.!_ 
about 11, an 1111 )( · f ro111 the 
18th \ e1 flsp;IL e l{ eSL'll<" and 
Recovery Squ ad r" n w:1~ dfl1n~ 
~onH:th ing about 11. Tlw 1 l111p 
per hovered m·1·r il1e junglt-. 
sp11tted \1.11111 ll11tlfl. :111.! 

111\\'l'J'!'tl .I 11111-.1 I .1lik 11111111 

.L';rahlwd 11 11ld 11.1-. l1.1ult-d 
h.11L 1111 .. 1l1r hl111· 1111111 

wl1l'1111· Ill· 1.111u 

IL11l. 11 11 ... i11J111· li.1-.1. lie 
nur-.<"il 111 .. 11'1 1111111\, 1 1111 

f 1 11,; t. I 

"()II ( ''I ' 111 

-.I 11 II l~t;< ii 

1\11111.111 



Paclf1c Edition 

THE FACE of a downed Air Force pilot rescued from the jungles 
of North Vietnam tells its own story. Maj. Joseph Hutt<>U ~ 
forrpd tn .,;,.,.. Jr,.,.. l.;r ~- 1ni; .. h-- =~ ... _. L :~ L .. ---··-J 

• 



A Hug tor Rescuers 

Copter Hauls Pilot to Safety 
(See Picture Page 1) 
By 1st Lt. Ron Marlar I' ;..u" S L. ~ w 

SAIGON - Standing alone in a ~·forth Vietnam j ungle, an Air Force F-105 pilot 
waved frantically a t the HH-3C passing overhead. Someone in the helicoptt•r waved 
back. For the first time !';ince he ejected from his flaming plane, ~faj. Joseph Hutto l 
knew he was going to be 
rescued. 

Less than two hours before, 
Hutto was bombing a segment of 
Route 1,"""south of Vinh, attacking 
a truck convoy moving military 
supplies toward infiltration routes 
to South Vietnam. He and three 
other Thunderchief pilots cratered 
the highway and made one bomb­
ing pass on the trucks. 

One truck veered from the high· 
way, crashed in a ditch and ex· 
ploded in a brilliant, orange flash, 

'but three trucks remained. 
Diving through a hail of anti· 

aircraft fire, Hutto made two 
passes over the camouflaged 
trucks spraying them with 20mm 
cannon fire. As he pulled up 
from the second pass, he felt the 
F·105 shudder. Seeing his cock· 
pit fill with smoke, he radioed 
the other pilots In his flight and 
prepared to eject. 
Thrown into the sky by catapult 

ejection, he blacked out for a mo. 

ment, but recovered to feel the 
comforting jerk of an opening 
parachute. As he swayed from side 
to side under the silk 1•anopy, he 
thought, "It is alarmingly quiet 
and yet very pleasant." 

Awed by the silence of the skies 
and the beauty of the landscape, 
Hutto suddenly realize.I be was 
drifting toward the fiat plain. He 
tugged on the parachute cords, 
tipping the canopy to :arry him 
away from the cratere( highway 
and still smouldering tr tcks. 

• Crashing through 100 feet of 
deep forest, Hutto land · ~d on the 
side of a steep slope. He struggled 
out of his parachute, dxank some 
water and tried to use h s radio. 

HulTO FL'5vv 

S be A I fC-M 'PIN 

F-10S 
Realizmg enemy gunners were 

• coming after him, Hut•o started 
. moving through the brush. Using 
r fallen teak trees and an imal trails 1t:t~(, ~vrJ to quiet his movements, te climbed 

toward the crest of a ridtte. 
Exhausted by his scramble 

through the jungle, Hut o stopped 
to use bis radio and learr ed a heli· 
copter was coming after him. Not 
knowing his parachute ~ould not 
be seen from the air, h1• tried to 
radio his position by estinating the 
distance he moved from he chute. 

When the helicopter appeared, 
Hutto fired a smoke flare giving 
away his position to both his res­
cuers and the enemy. In a barely 
audible whisper, he called to the 
helicopter, "Do you see my 
smoke?" 

"Positive," came the• reply, 
but the hellcopter, con.manded 
by 1st Lt. Thomas E. Kenny, 
moved out of sight, ther return· 
ed and dropped the hoist cable 
about 100 yards from Hutto. 
Hutto realized the srr oke had 

drifted down the hill and tried to 
make radio contact with :he chop. 
per crew again to bri ig them 
closer. By this time he 1ad com· 
pletely lost his voice and wasn't 
sure his transmission wa! heard. 

Rescue crewmen SSgt . 
Farrion, parares£ue-m•4~ and 
Harold R. Schrader of Satellite, 
Fla., crew chief, spotted Hutto. 

Farrion and Schrader radioed 
instructions to their pilot, dropped 
the cable as the helicopter hovered 
and hosted Hutto into t211 chopper. 

No longer alone in thl' jungle, 
Hutto hugged everyone in sight 
and settled down for the flight to 
safety. 
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Oapt Buol.4 '· Solberrr, 
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Capt lobn a. tn.en, 

.. s~ &vid J. WbMl.a, 
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3. '.fo 1 vc all Nad and heard viYid c:..c •:::ounts of the battl e at :.s Ha.."'1 Special 
~orces Ca.'"lp on 9 Lar 660 For the r.;en of Det 7, 38th ARRSq, that battle 1·d.ll 
llvc i 1:.. their 1Je11ories . THo HH-43F's and t heir crews wrote their naues in 
ti1G books of heres tI.at day. Braving heavy gunfire they saved the lives of 
3 c.revrnerJ.bers of the AC-47 that was shot down there . For their efforts the 
following men have been a-.mrdeC:. the Silver Star. 

Capt Donald J. Couture of Oak Harbor, Ohio, R~C of first helicopter 
Capt Ha:=-old A. Solber g of U:onroe 1:ash ., RCCP 
A2C Albert ll . Foster III of Virginia Beach, Va, Pararescue 
SSgt David L. Lancaster of Springfield, Ill., Crew Chief 
Seconuar-J Helico~)ter l/L-[ 4F /l1AcH.-f JJV rz r C-
Capt John D. Kneen of Burlin;;ton Vt., RCCP 
SSgt David J. Uheeler of Salina, Kan., Pararescue 

SSgt Curt:i.s F. Yancy of Odessa, Texas, Crew Chief 

Our sincere congratulations on a job well done. 
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I Silver Stars Go to Crewmen at DaNang for Rescue 
DA NANG AB, Vietnam-Eight I 

crewmen from the rescue heli· 
copters of Det. 7, 38th Aerospace i 
Rescue and Recovery Sq. have 
been awarded the Silver Star for I 
rescuing three survivors of a, 

: downed AC-47 gunship in VC-held 
• territory. I 

The primary copter, with Capts. 
' Donald V. Couture and Harold A. I 

Soldberg at the controls and SSgt 1

1 
David L. Lancaster and A2C in 

ft~e. crew, rescued the . three . sur­
~·.:. ·~· .:H b .U.i'-.IU !., ..... 1.:, vf lla .. uuw JltU dU.-

1 craft. 
The secondary copter landed 

and tried to find the other mem­
bers of the crew until it became . 
apparent that they had been killed ' 
ll'y the VC. Crewrnernbers are Lt. 
Arthur F. Machado, Capt. John B. 
Kneen and SSgts Crutis F. Yaney 
and David S. Wheeler. 

Successful rescue of three aircrewmembers of AC-47 under 
fire at A Shau, Republic of Vietnam 9 March 1966. HH-43F 

Low Bird 
P. Capt. 
C.P. Capt. 

~ ~ -Hrl(. A2C 
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C.P. Capt. 
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AEROSPACE RESCUE and RECOVERY SERVICE 

15 August 1966 Office of Information 

~SILVER STARS FOR HEROISM. Eight members of Det 7, 38th ARRSq, have been awarded 7 the Silver Star f.or "extraordinary heroism" in rescuing three survivors of an AC-47 gun­
ship downed by enemy fire. The rescue took place on 9 March, near the A Shau Special 
Forces Camp. The Da Nang RCC was notified that the armed version of the C-47 transport 
had been shot down, and.within minutes, two rescue crews were on their way. Arriving 
at the valley leading to the crash site, they found the weather extremely bad and Viet Cong 
troops heavily concentrated in t!le area. Both helicopters dropped to below tree top level 
to take adv~age of tree cover and the element of surprise. The primary crew with Captains 
Donald V. Couture and Harold A. Soldberg at the controls raced to the embankment above 
the aircraft and hovered, their front wheels touching the side of a slope and their rear 
wheels. in the alr. Three crewmen raced from the wreck under a hail of fire and dived into 
the rear section of the Huskie. The chopper lifted off, and immediately the second, piloted 
by Lt Arthur F. Machado and Captain John B. Kneen, moved in to pick up the rest of the 

man SSgt David S. Wheeler leaped from the waltlng hello and darted into the AC-47. There 
they found two crewmen who had been killed by enemy fire. While the rescuemen searched 
for the last missing crewman, the survivors in the lead chopper told the secondary pilot 
that the AC-47 co-pilot, in trying to blast open an escape route, had charged the enemy's 
fire; he was missing and presumed dead. Hearing this, the secondary Huskie pilot lifted 
his bird into the alr to draw the attention of the rescuemen inside the wreck. They saw the 
warning and attempted to return to the Huskie, but were caught in a hail of machine gun fire 
and pinned down. An A-lE pilot, seeing their plight, dived on the source of enemy fire. 
His strafing pass, less than 30 yards away, allowed the two rescuemen to complete their 
dash to the waiting chopper 

1 •••••••••••••••••••• 



With heavy cloud cover above and mountains on both sides, 

and outnumbered and outgunned by a superior enemy force on the valley 

floor, the gallant defenders of the Special Forces camp at A Shau on the 

Vietnamese-Laotian border held out last March for two incredible days. 

The full use of US airpower might well have spelled the difference between 

victory and defeat. Valiant US airmen did their best. But their best 

was not good enough, and after two days of savage fighting the fortified 

outpost fell, though once again the character of those who fight the air 

war in Vietnam was demonstrated , •• 
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THE FALL OF A SHAU 
By Kenneth Sams 

HISTORIAN, SEVENTH AIR FORCE 

• Pleiku -"\'. ,,. 
= u 

!\lap shows location of A Shau out­
post, strategically located on border 
of Vietn:tm and Laos. The fortress 
was overrun in !\larch by a Viet Cong ·· 
force after a two-clay pitched battle. 

WITHOUT air su >port, the US Special Forces 
camp at A Shau--on the Laotian-Vietnamese 
border, about 37) miles northeast of Saigon and 

some thirty miles southwest of the coastal city of Hue 
-<::ould not have exist< d in the first place. 

The triangular fortrc ss outpost with its 1,800-foot 
airstrip was built in I! •64 from material flown in by 
C-123s. Ammunition, ft el, ·food, barbed wire, medical 
supplies-everything nc eded to keep an outpost going 
-had to come by air. When things looked rough, air­
planes brought in troop reinforcements. 

A group of such rein ·orcements reached A Shau on 
Monday afternoon, Mach 7, 1966. An AF transport 
touched down and, wi ~h its engines churning in re­
verse, roared to a bone- arring halt. Aboard were seven 
members of the US Special Forces, 149 Nung troops 
(the Nungs are a Vietr amese sect of Chinese descent 
who, as topnotch £ighte1 s, enjoy much the same reputa­
tion as the Green Bcreb ) , and nine interpreters. These 
men had arrived to rei1 force the outpost's usual com­
plement of ten Americ ms and 210 Vietnamese Civil 
Indigenous Defense Gr )up ( CIDG) militiamen. 

They spent the rest o ; Monday and all day Tuesday 
strengthening the camr's fortifications. But no matter 
how many more trenches were dug, how many more 
sandbags were added to the double steel-plate outer 
walls, or how the bunk ~rs were strengthened, the 385 
defenders of the camp knew that only if they were 
backed up by airpowe1 could they hope to survive a 
major enemy attack. 

The Viet Cong knew this too. 
That was why a mult ibattalion force of North Viet­

namese, estimated at from 3,000 to 5,000 hard-core 
troops, picked March 9 to attack A Shau. On that day 
the clouds were at 200 feet in places, and the 1,800-
foot-high mountains th1t straddled the· valley thrce­
quarters of a mile ap trt were in the clouds. This 
created a "box" over th e camp, which the enemy was 
sure would not perm t airplanes enough room to 
maneuver. The enemy \Vas right. 
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This photo, made 
before the banle 

of A Shau, shows 
the airstrip in the 

foreground l>ilh 
the triangular 

compound be­
hind i1. The bar­

racks buildings 
were destroyed 

early in the bat-
tle, which ct-n­

tered on the 
compound. 

Rugged moun­
tainous terrain, 
combined with 

low clouds, made 
air support 
hazardous. 

The camp at A Shau was overrun on March 10. Most 
of its survivors were taken out by air. Aircraft did take 
a heavy toll of enemy soldiers. But there was just not 
enough opportunity for air support. 

There are pilots in Vietnam today who believe that, 
if the defenders of A Shau had been able to hold out 
for one more night, the camp could have been saved. 
The treacherous weather cleared on March 11, but by 
then it was academic. A Shau had fallen. The defense 
of this remote outpost sitting on one of the main 
enemy infiltration routes into South Vietnam put air­
power to perhaps its most difficult test of the war. And 
it provided one of the best examples yet of the caliber 
of Air Force people fighting the Vietnamese War. 

The battle for A Shau started at 2:00 on the morning 
of March 9. One of the Americans in a trench on the 
perimeter of the camp heard the thud of mortar shells 
being dropped into tubes. Seconds later, white phos­
phorous shells began saturating the living quarters and 
supply dump, setting buildings ablaze and driving the 
US Special Forces troops and Chinese Nung irregulars 
to cover. The barrage continued until daylight, killing 
two Americans, wounding four others, and causing 
dozens of casualties among the Vietnamese. 

The first requests for air were received at 9:08 on 
the morning of March 9. Aircraft reached the area but 
found themselves weathered out. 

At 11:20 a.m., with the ceiling lifting slightly, an 
AC-47 "Magic Dragon" was ordered to the area. When 
he reached the camp, the pilot, Capt. W. M. Collins, 
was told by the fort's defenders that they were in 
imminent danger of being overrun. He made two at­
tempts to go under the ceiling under visual flight con­
ditions but without luck. Listening on his radio to the 
ground forces' calls for help, the pilot tried a third 
time at almost treetop level and broke through. Ile 
saw the river valley below at about 300 feet. He 
maneuvered up the valley a few miles until he saw the 
camp, \vith clouds of smoke and dust rising above it, 
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and, through the s noke, the red tracers of antiair­
craft fire. 

Collins, with his c lpilot, 1st Lt. Delbert R. Peterson, 
at his side, made on } sweep over the enemy forces at­
tacking the fort, anc poured out thousands of rounds 
of 7.62-mm. cannon fire. Enemy antiaircraft fire fol­
lowed the plane as t swung around. On the AC-47's 
second pass, at abc ut 1,000 feet, several .50-caliber 
rounds ripped into he aircraft, tearing the right en­
gine from its mounts Seconds later, the left engine also 
was knocked out. 

Collins and Peter on brought the plane to a crash 
landing on a mount.in slope about seven miles north 
of the camp. The pli ne slid down until it came to rest 
at the base of the ~ lope. One crewman, SS gt. R. E. 
Foster, suffered two broken legs, but the other men 
were relatively unl- urt. Since Foster could not be 
moved, the crew d icided to throw up a defensive 
perimeter around th : plane. One crewman got on the 
radio in an effort tc direct air strikes while another 
looked after Sergean Foster. 

Fifteen minutes I 1ter, enemy troops attacked the 
tiny perimeter but vere repulsed by automatic-rifle 
fire from the five crc,vmen. Then the VC brought up a 
.50-caliber machine ,;un and attacked again from un­
dergrowth toward th, right rear of the aircraft. In this 
attack, the pilot, Car tain Collins, and Sergeant Foster 
were killed, and Lt. J. L. Meek, the navigator, was 
seriously wounded. · 

There was another lull. Then the enemy opened up 
again as a rescue hel coi:-ter approachedthe area. 'I he 
hail of bullets was so heavy that it looked as if the 
chopper could not and. Realizing there was little 
chance of rescue unt I the machine gun was knocked 
out, Peterson went a ter it alone, armed only with his 
AR-15 and a .38-cali )er revolver. His attack silenced 
the machine gun, pe1 milting the chopper lo land long 
enough to remove tl e three surviving members. But 
the helicopter could not wait to pick up Lieutenant 

(Continued on following page) 
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THE FALL OF A SHAU------------------------CONTINUED 

Peterson; he and the bodies of the two dead crew \Vhile these drop.; were taking place, Major Fisher's 
members had to be left behind. wingman, Capt. Fr~ ncisco Vazquez, noticed .SO-caliber 

While the AC-47 crew was fighting for survival, a fire coming out of tfJe overcast from the mountains to 
pair of A-IE Skyraiders from Pleiku, led by Maj. Ber- the southeast. This •11eant that the planes flying in the 
nard F. Fisher, was sent to the camp. Arriving at A closed "box" were being fired on from above, even 
Shau, Fisher looked down on the practically solid though the gunnen \.Vere apparently having difficulty 
cloud layer underneath. He scouted around until he spotting the planes through the mist. 
found a hole in the clouds about five miles to the By now dangero11sly low on fuel, Fisher made one 
northwest. Leading his wingman through the hole and final trip through he overcast, this time to help a 
down the narrow valley toward the fort, he approached Forward Air Conlr• 1ller lead two B-57s down the val-
at almost ground level against intense automatic weap- ley where they cou cl attack the target. Fisher and his 
ons and 12.7-mm. AA fire that filled the sky in the tiny wingman, in their A-lEs, covered and directed the 
canyon '1)ox." C-I23s out of the v; lley. In all, Fisher had spent some 

An orbiting C-I30 airborne command post directed two hours under t~ e clouds in highly dangerous ter-
Fisher to destroy what was left of the AC-47. Fisher rain facing some of the war's heaviest antiaircraft fire. 
assigned his wingman this task while he went to help As it turned out this was only the beginning for 
the defenders in the compound. Realizing that more Fisher. The enemy attack had left a lot of damage. 
planes were needed, he went up through the overcast, Friendly casualties were heavy. USAF and USMC 
found another flight of A-lEs and brought them in helicopters evacuat,}d twenty-seven wounded before 
through the hole he had used earlier. He then directed 7: I5 p.m. A Marin•· H-34 was shot down inside the 
their strike on enemy positions less than half a mile compound at 6:30 ).m., but its crew was evacuated. 
from the fort. Then he helped direct in the ~tfll~ The Communist barrage had leveled buildings and cut 
helicopter that landed at the AC-47 crash site and up some of the can 1p's barbed-wire defense. The tri-
t>rought out the three survivors. angular-shaped fort with its 480-foot-long walls, was 

With only limited air support overhead, the friend- hit hard but still in riendly hands. It was entirely pos-
ly ground forces at A Shau were still holding the camp. siblc that the enem y had withdrawn as he had done 
At Phu Bai outside Hue, two reinforcement companies after attacks on oth ·~r bases. But just in case, the de-
were standing by to boarcl Marine helicopters for air- fenders set up their c ommunications to call in air strikes 
lift into A Shau. Two Army Caribous ( CV-2B) Bew at first light. 
over the camp and dropped supplies that fell outside At I:30 on the morning of March 10, troops in the 
the drop zone but were recovered by friendlies. Major perimeter trenches heard the VC digging in about 
Fisher, meanwhile, made another trip in his Skyraider 100 yards away. A 1other enemy mortar attack was 
up through the overcast to lead two C-123s into the launched, and by 3 35 a.m. the camp was fighting off 
valley to drop more supplies to the defenders. a full-scale assault. \.foving over the shattered barbed 

This turned out to be an extremely dangerous opera- wire, the VC broke he perimeter and entered parts of 
tion. The planes had to stay close to Fisher's A-IE, the camp. US and government troops fired at the 
descending through the various cloud layers at a rate enemy and, accord ng to Specialist Five Wayne H. 
of 4,000 feet a minute. During the descent, the pilots, Murray, enemy bod es were being stacked up on the 
Capt. William C. Devoe, and Capt. Ronald E. Trickey, wire. 'They came it mass formation, fifty or sixty at a 
had to make rapid and steep turns to avoid mountains, time," he said. As the defenders pulled back, their 
throwing the crew members all about the aircraft. supply of explosive shells used up, they threw grenades 
Both planes were forced down to about fifty feet, just at the attackers. T~e enemy soldiers were wearing 
above the treetops, with a fmward visibility of less blue-green uniforms . civilian clothes, and camouRage 
than half a mile. Both planes started drawing enemy fatigues, much like hose worn by government troops 
fire about seven miles north of A Shau and were under in the camp, which nade the task of identification dif-
constant fire until they left .fifteen minutes later. ficult. In the radio bunker, a USAF communications 

As they entered the narrow portion of the valley sergeant reported t iat they were badly cut up and 
just north of A Shau, both planes were caught in a could not last much longer without air support. He 
crossfire from .SO-caliber automatic weapons. Reaching directed air strikes < n the camp itself. 
the drop zone, each plane made two drops on the At 5:I5 a.m. radar bombing began through the over-
.first pass. Still under fire, they made 180-degree turns cast. Nineteen of th ~se sorties were Bown up to 6:30 
and dropped another eight bundles, each weighing a.m. Three C-I23s and one AC-47 provided Bare sup-
1,800 pounds. The cargo, mainly ammunition and med- port to the camp durng the hours of darkness. A Marine 
ical supplies, fell inside the camp and was retrieved by A-4 was reported lo5t shortly after 7:00 a.m. He was 
the defenders. last observed by the F AC plunging into the overcast, 

During pull-up, Captain Trickey's plane took multi- and he never came I 1ack up. 
ple hi ts, one cutting a six-inch hole in the center of Hand-to-hand figl ting was taking place in the sham-
the cargo floor. This knocked out several electrical bles of A Shau with ..he defenders pushed into a single 
wires, making the engine, Bight, and navigation in- bunker in the northern comer of the triangular fort. 
struments and the compass system inoperative. De- At 7:30 a.m., direct ndio contact with the fort was lost. 
voe's plane took no hits, and both planes made it The F AC in the 0 IF Bird Dog overhead also lost 
safely back to Da Nang. radio contact about this time. Bombing was still taking 
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P h o to-diagram shows where 1\taj. Dufford M)erb' Skyraider slopped after h e crash-la tded on th e A Sh au airstrip. "X" 
m nrkb h ib hid in, plar(' off west ('(lge of the strip. \lnj. Bernard F. Fisher brought h s A-lE under enemy fire o n to the 
debri~·li tt cred, L800-foot run" a', taxied to M,.ers, and succeeded in taking off in a faring and spectacular rescue feat. 

place through th<' overcast, hut neither the F AC nor the 
fighters could s<:c the ground. About an hour later, the 
FAC again reestablished contact with the ground and 
was told that the fighter strikes were keeping the 
C'nemy back and that the northern section of the camp 
was still intact. The defenders occupied the wall where 
the radio was located and wanted incendijcl on the 
southern wall held by the VC. The cast wall of the 
triangle was half occupied by friendlies and half by 
the enemy. The defenders wanted fighters overhead 
continuously. Inccndijcl strikes were placed on the 
south wall and on enemy troops who were reported 
massing to the cast of the A Shau runway, which was 
on the east side of th<' fort. 

Although the bombing was continuous, weather 
slowl} <l<'terioratcd, and by 10:20 in the morning the 
ceiling was down to less than 800 feet. By now the sit­
uation was getting desperate, and the trapped ground 
forces radioed that they could hold out only another 
hour and a half. They said it was useless to airdrop 
ammunition as they would not be able to retrieve it. 

Around 11 :30 a.m. \fajor Fisher, his wingman. and 
two otlwr flights of A-lEs were over A Shau, diverted 
from another mission. Fisher led his flight to the target 
area by radio navigation and, as on the previous clay, 
located a hole in the clouds and brought his flight in. 
Contacting the personnel in the fort, Fisher was told 
that all friendly forces w<>rc now in the bunker in the 
north comer and that his flight should strafe the walls 
of the fort. Enemy AA fire, which had downed two 
planes on the prPvious day, was more intense and ac­
curate than cwr, but these attacks were essential. 

Fisher led off with a strafing attack on the walls, 
spraying them with 20-mm. cannon fire. After he and 
Vazquez made two passes. he heard Maj. Daftord W. 
\1yers, l<·acler of another flight of A-lEs from the 602d 
Air Commando Squadron, ask the FAC fo1 tin· way into 
the target. Fisher climbed O"ver the overcast, radioed 
Myers to follow him, and brought this additional flight 
down into the narrow canyon. Myers made two passes 
owr tlw target, firing his 20-mm. cannon. On his third 
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pass, at about 800 feel, he took at l<'ast three .50-caliber 
hits, one in his engin .. The engine caught fire, smoke 
filled the cod..-pit, anc w1th10 a minute, the plane was 
engulfed in flames. Myers was too low to bail out and • 
could not sec. Fisher ollowed alongside Myers, giving· 
directions for a land ng on the enemy-held airstrip. 
First, Myers jettisonec his 100-pouncl bombs and then, 
following £light directions from Fisher, brought the 
plane into a whecls-u > landing on the strip. The belly 
tank exploded on imp ict, and the plane skidded along 
the jagged, wreckage· strewn runway for several hun­
dred feet before it s id off the west side, near the 
embankment, with en ·my troops on the other side. 

Fisher called for a rescue helicopter, then circled 
the burning aircraft. le saw Myers climb out of the 
plane, his clothes still trailing smoke from the burning 
cockpit. Myers jumpc I into a small ditch off the run­
\\ ay among a clump cf weeds. 

At this time Fishers flight was joined by another 
flight of A-lEs from tlie 1st Air Commando Squadron, 
flown by Capt. Jon I. L 1cas and Capt. Dennis B. Hague. 
Fisher was told it wou d take fifteen to twenty minutes 
for the rescue choppe1 to arrive. Believing that Myers 
had been seriously injt red, Fisher decided the chopper 
would be too late, and myway he doubted that it could 
make it in against the intense enemy fire. Therefore, 
he decided to land a 1d rescue Myers himself. 'Tm 
going in," he radioed fagw» 

"We're here to cow you " Hague replied. 
The A Shau strip w< s not considered safe for A-lEs 

even under nonnal c1 •nditions. \Vi th fifty-five-gallon 
oil drums, cans, and debris from ~1ycrs' aircraft strewn 
along the 1,800-foot ru1way, and gaping holes caused 
by mortar blasts, the ·hances of landing a Skyraidcr 
and bringing it up we1 e slim. 

Fisher went in on t 1e north approach end, which 
was blacked out with smoke and dust. Jle touched 
dO\\ n through the smol c and quickly realized he could 
not stop in time so lifte J off again. Doing a 180-degree 
turn with enemy guns rained on him all the lime, he 

(Continued on follo1ci11g page) 

73 



THE FALL OF A SHAU------------------------CONTI NUED 

All smi les after one of the most dramatic rescues of the 
Vietnam War arc Majors Bernarr! Fish er ( left ) anrl Daf­
ford Myers. Fisher lnnded his Skyraider on the A Shau run­
way <l u ri n g th e Viet Con g attack and s ucceeded in picking 
up his fe llow pilot, whose A-IE had been sh ot rlown ear lier. 

landed on the south end and, dodging debris as well as 
he could, barely halted the plane at the runway edge. 
Ile turned the plane around in the dirt off the runway 
and started taxiing at full speed to avoid enemy fire, 
all the time looking out his right window for Myers. 

Streams of tracers came toward him, and he could 
hear the bullets tearing the fuselage. About thrce­
quarters of the way clown the runway, he spotted 
Myers waving to him. He stopped about 150 feet be­
yond and started to unharness to go after what he 
believed to be a wounded pilot. He could not see well 
out of the right empty seat side of the plane, but 
Myers, who was relatively unhurt, was making a fifty­
yard dash for the plane. Just before he could get out, 
Fisher saw Myers, pulled him head first into the plane, 
turned around, and took off. 

Flying at treetop level till he gained speed, Fisher 
finally got out of the murderous barrage and into the 
clouds. Minutes later he landed safely with his pas­
senger at Pleiku. 

It was a miraculous feat. All the maneuvering had 
to be done in a tight, socked-in area. The A-lEs pro­
viding suppressive £re had run out of ammunition at 
the time Myers was making his dash to the plane. 
Enemy automatic-weapons £re was coming from the 
camp area as well as from the hills above the camp. 
The runway was jagged with tire-puncturing metal 
ripped by mortar blasts. When Fisher landed at Pleiku, 
his plane had nineteen bullet holes in it. Ilis wingman, 
Captain Vazquez, had taken twenty-two hits. Lucas 
took eight hits, and his plane was severely damaged. 
Myers' wingman, Capt. Hubert King, had to return to 
Pleiku before Myers was hit, due to a direct hit on the 
canop} which blurred his vision. Hague's Skyraider 
took no hits. 

Commenting later on the operation, Captain Hague 
said: "It was like flying inside Y:'l.nkee Stadium with 
the people in the bleachers £ring at you with machine 
guns." Captain Lucas, who also provided cover for 
Fisher and who took a .50-caliber hit which knocked 
out his hydraulic system and started a £re in his cock-
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pit, said: "I gave lim [Fisher] a hundred-to-one chance 
of pulling it off." Both pilots speculated that the North 
Vietnamese had thought Fisher's plane had been shot 
down and were concentrating on the planes still flying, 
saving Fisher u1 1til later. Myers himself told Fisher 
when he was puled into the cockpit: ''You dumb son 
of a gun! Now n •ither of us will get out of here!" 

Despite the va iant effort of USAF and USMC pilots, 
the decision was made to evacuate the camp. At 4:30 
that afternoon, si <ty-nine of the survivors, most of them 
wounded, were ifted out by Marine H-34 choppers. 
Another thirty rr en, including two US Special Forces 
personnel, left t!i e camp by foot with radio equipment 
around 5:00 p.m. The camp was officially closed at 5:45 
p.m. In bringing out the wounded men, the Marines 
lost two helicop ers. One crashed and burned in the 
camp, but its en w was picked up. Another with four 
men aboard too : off and was listed as missing, be­
lieved to have c1 ashed nearby. 

In the two-da / action, 213 close-air-support sorties 
were flown by JSAF, USMC, US Navy, and Viet­
namese Air Force planes. Six aircraft were shot down 
-the AC-47, A-•, A-l E, and three Marine helicopters. 
On the followinf day, March 11, another USAF A-lE 
attacking the e1 emy-held camp was shot down, but 
its pilot was recovered. Friendly losses at A Shau were 
heavy, and an ir 1portant Special Forces camp astride 
a primary enem / infiltration route was lost. Five US 
Special Forces p ·rsonnel were killed, in addition to the 
four Marine ere v members of the II-43 and the two 
USAF dead in tlte AC-47 incident (plus the man who 
had to be aban1 toned ). Nevertheless, in the fighting 
against an over\.\ helming force of crack North Vietna­
mese troops, airpower, despite incredibly poor weather, 
was devastating. Although it will never be known for 
certain, survivor• reported that 300 enemy troops were 
killed by defend ·rs and possibly another 500 killed by 
air strikes. 

Some have su~gested that the camp could have been 
saved if the def1 ·nders had been able to hold out for 
one more night. Weather improved on the morning of 
March 11, and it would have been possible to bring 
airpower to bea1 more effectively on the enemy. Still, 
despite the loss >f this important outpost, the US Air 
Force wrote a n< w and glowing chapter in its history. 
The valiant perf >rmance of men like Fisher, Peterson, 
Myers, and the ' rews of every aircraft committed to 
this action mate 1ed anything in aviation history, ac­
cording to Gen. 'villiam C. Westmoreland, Commander 
of the US Military Assistance Command, Vietnam. 

"Without the ;.ir support you provided, we couldn't 
have lasted one day." These were the words of US 
Army Capt. TeMis Carter. Ile added: "If you hadn't 
1lown at all, the Special Forces wouldn't have blamed 
you. It was suici Jal, but you carried out your mission 
anyway."-END 

The author, Kenn ·th Smns, is an experienced military his­
torian who has se1 ved at II q. 2d Air Division (11ow rcdesig­
nated Seventh Ai1 Force) in Vietnam for more than a year. 
He has contribt1tc la nttmbcr of articles on the Vietnamew 
War to AF / SD, 1;1ost recently in the March issue. 
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FRCM: Det 6, 38th Aerospace Rescue & Recovery Sq, APO US Forces 96227 

SUBJECT: Mission Narrative Report 14 Mar 66 

TO: 3rd Aerospace Rescue & Recovery Gp, (JSARC), APO US Forces 963Cl7 

1. Mission Number: 6-38-52-13 Mar 66. 4!'J 

2. SAR Alerted by: Hot line from 3rd JSARC. 

3~ 3Ali. Aircraft Used: l Hlt-4.3P, 

Crew: 

RCC Capt Ronald L. Bachman 
CP Capt Harold D. Salem 
EM TSgt Richard A. Connon 
RS SSgt David E. Milsten 

4. Reaction time from initial notification to 1st pickup: Approximately 
35 minutes. 

5. CAP Assistance: 2 ~lB armed helicopters, 4 F-100, artillery. 

6. Summary of Events: 

{j) At approximately 1450 hours, Det 6 was notified by 3rd JSARC on the 
hot line that an unknow number of army casualt ies required evacuation 
from ll14N 10659E. They requested our one HH-43F assist one UH-lB Med 
Evac helicopter in extracting the casualties. The helicopter was refueled 
to 1000# f'uel, two stokes litters were placed on board and Pedro 97 
lallllched at 1500 hours. An attempt was made to contact Dunbar uptake on 
the l!l-1 frequency. Pedro 97 was able to receive on this frequency but 
unable to transmit. I then landed at the battalion forward cOl!IIIlaild post 
at lll4N 10656E and obtained a UHF frequency and a VHF frequency on \olhich to 
contact RESCAP aircraft. I proceeded to the pickup point at l1l4N 10659E 
with two armed UH-lB helicopters as RESCAP. At this time artillery was 
lifted, smoke was put out to mark the !'pot, the UH-1B1 s checked the area for 
security and I made the first approach into the spot. A stokes litter hoist 
pickup was made f'rom approximately 120 feet from a bomb crater. During the 
lst pick up the RESCAP received sniper fire to the ~orth. After the pick up 
the casualty was flow back to lll-4N 10656E (LZ 12) and transferred to an army 
med evac helicopter. Three more stokes litter pick ups were made with sniper 
fire received during two of the operations 'With no hits on the aircraft. The 



last four casual ties were ambulatory so the pick Uf s were made with the 
forest penetrator. During the final 6 extractions air and artillery strikes 
were hitting within approximately 200 meters of the pick up point in an 
attempt to suppress the sniper tire. The last fom casual ties were trans­
ported directly to Phuoc Vinh medical facility where Pedro 97 was refueled. 
At the request of the medical personnel at Phuoc V1nh, we transported two 
patients and one passenger to the 93rd Med Evac hospital at Bien Hoa. Pedro 
97 then returned to the alert pad at Bien Hoa. 

Pedrc 97 flaw 13 sorties for 2: 35 hours. Eight combat. t3.Ve.:.· wuxe ' ~- . ·.r •;;C., I 
tw patients evacuated and one passenger carried. ill equipment or.: ·~e 
HH-43F operated satisfactorily. 

USAF 
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lire raft and dropped smoke. A second snoke was dropped to mark the 
ex.act spot. At this time a C-3A chopper vas arriving on the scene. The 
chopper recovered 11 and /12 survivors. The HU-16 crew continued the 
search because they were advised it vas a B-66 \Ii th six people aboard 
that had gone do'Wn. The navigator eventually picked up beeper to the 
left, turned 90 degrees left and survivor 113 was spotted in an LPU. A 
smoke banb vas dropped to mark location of 113 sur rovor. As the chopper 
vas rescuing 13 survivor a Navy- P-JA pilot advisei he had seen a raft 
but loat it. The HU-16 made an electronics run aa.d survivor 114 vas 
spotted on the first pass. Smoke vas dropped and the chopper moved in 
position to make its 4th pick-up. Survivor H5 wu spotted by the Al.E 
but visual contact vas lost. The H0-16 made anot1er electronics r\!oll, 
#5 survivor vas spotted in an I.PU. Smoke · was dro) ped again to mark 
location. Survivor 15 vas picked up . at 1850 local . Search was continued 
for survivor 16 until 2010 local before the HU-16 had to return to "hane 
base". The missing man was the last one to leave the aircraft (mqbe he 
didn~t). The HO-l6 received no damage. 

CREW RCC 
CP 
NAV 
RO 
FM 
PJ 

Captain Gary L. Nelson 
Captain Frsnk. J. Linseinsen 
1st Lt Lynn E. Martinson 
Al.C James c. Davis 
~gt Lyle E. Martinie 
A:i?C Jerry L. C07 

(5) Mission l.l-J-18-14 March 1966. 1 soi tie~ An IID-16 on 
orbit over the Cblf ot Tonk.in vas notitied that ar F-4C crew had been 
downed by hostile gunfire. There were tw survivcrs in the va.ter and 
the HU-16 crew proceeded to and landed for a watei: pick-up. The HU-16 
was drawing heavy- tire tram. shore batteries as the first F-4C pilot 
vas being pulled aboard. The Albatross vas hit by artillery fire and 
immediately burst into name. The crew abandoned the HU-16 and the tvo 
survivors were picked up by U.S. Navy- helicopters. Two HU-16 crezen 
were killed by the artillery burst and/or resulting explosion. The 
F-4C pilots, Captain Bryant and .Major Peerson, recaived back injuries. 
The pilot and copilot of the IID-16 escaped unhurt. The navigator and 
Flight Mechanic sustained serious injuries and wars evacuated to U.S. 
Naval vessels tor medical treatment. 

CREW RCC Captain David P. Westenbarger 
CP lst Lt Wal.tar E. Hall 
NAV Captain Donald s. Price(Wounded in Acti,n) 
RO Al.C Robert L. Hilton (Killed in Action) 
FM SSgt Clyde W. Jackson III(Wounded in Ac ;ion) 
PJ AlC James E. Pleiman (Killed in Action) 

7 
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patrol. According to Captain Arauj, a controller at the RCC, coordina-

tion and cooperation between the USAF and USN SAR fozces in the prose-

cution of missions in the Gulf of Tonkin has been excellent. 

On many missions, the HU-16's have encountered ground fire, but, 

to date, only one aircraft has been destroyed, On 14 March 1966, two 

USAF F-4C pilots ejected and landed about two miles from shore. Crown 

Bravo, piloted by Captain Westenbarger, landed to mak~ the recovery. As 

the aircraft taxied toward the downed crew, it was hi : by a mortar shell. 

The explosion killed the radio operator instantly and the aircraft began 

to sink. Four of the crew members got out. They and the F-4C crew were 

rescued by helicopters from the Yorktown and the Engl.md. The pararescue-
134 / 

man was not recovered and is presumed to have gone do~m with the plane. 

The mission of 1 July 1966 illustrates recove1y procedures used 

in the Gulf of Tonkin. The Rescue Crew Commander, Ma~or Jesse Anderson, 

received a Mayday call from the wingman of a damaged I-4C. The crew 

made i t out over the water . but not very far. One pilot landed a mile 

and a half off shore, while the other landed within a hal f-mile of the 

coast. The RCC homed on the radio signal of the orbiting wingman and 
135/ 

requested available helicopters and RESCAP sent to the area. 

/" , When the HU-16 arrived, there were small boats converging on the 

downed crewmen who were under constant enemy small arms and mortar fire 

from the beach. The RESCAP, consisting of two A-6's, f our A-4's, and 

two A-l's, made firing passes at the small craft and s1ppressed the 
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CAPTAIN DONALDS. PRICE: of Pennsauken, New Je~~~·, 
released his Safety belt as soon as the HU-16 Albatross am­

phibian touched down in the Gulf of Tonkin. Leaning far forward 
in his navigator's compartment, be saw the ·downed USAF jet pi­
lot bobbing in his bright orange life raf t, a few yards to the right 
of the t:.ail section of the Albatross. .. 

"He's right behind the tail sectio·1 ana a little to the star­
board," Priee ·caned over the intercom to' Capt.ain David Westen­
barger, the aircraft commande~ 

"Roger. Reversing -engines." 
As he waited for the familiar roar of the propellers to go into 

reverse pitch, Price glanced nervously at the nearby enemy shore 
of North Vietnam. It wasn't the first time he had landed in the 
Gulf of Tonkin· in an Albatross. In November, .1965, his cr~w had 
pulled a RF-101 reconnai~ce pilot mt of the water and returned 
him to his base in South Vietnam. Sti 11 Price couldn't get accus- . 
tomed to being so close to the enemy 1:oast1 to be bobbing up and 
down in a vulnerable, slow-moving am Jhlbian that was practically 
under the barrels of Communist guns. · 

The loud roar of the engines jerked Captain Price's eyes from 
the enemy shoreline back to the downei jet pilqt. The HU-16 eased 
closer and closer to the raft, then stop Jed. _ • . . 

"All right, Pleunan, let's get him iboard,'-1.pilot Westenbarger 
calle.d. 

Price saw the pararescueman, Al<J James E. Pleiman of Rus­
sia, Ohio, leap from the rear hatch of the Albatross and swim to­
'yards the raft. Capt.ain Price could see that the downed pilot was 
injured; blood stains speckled the sic e of the bright orange raft. 

WHEN Pleiman r~ched the raft , the flyer grabbed the line 
and held on .tight. Good, Price :bought. Now as soon as we 

get the co-pilot, we can get out of her1!. I wonder-11 

Then the barrage of enemy shelb began .. ·. ' 
The amphibian raised out of the \i.•ater several inches) its nose 

higher tlian its tail. Before he could get a grip ~n a fuselage brace, 
Price tumbled backwards to the floor. A fire extinguisher broke 
loose from its bracket and fell on his stomach; simultaneously, the 
:flare gun smashed against his head. Dazed and confused, the nav-
igator tried to get back on his feet. "· 

Red shells slammed into the hdll of the amphibian, tearing 
jagged holes in the metal. Price, fir.ally managing to struggle to 
his knees, saw geysers of water focnt.ain sK.ywara alongside tlie 
Albatross as the North Vietnamese ;unners lobbed 105mm shells 
at the plane. Stitches of machine-gun fire turned the area into 
froth, and as V/ estenbarger gunned the engines of the plane, he 
added to the deafening blasts of the enemy guns. 

"Do you have him inside yet, Fleiman?" 
Price heard the pilot frantically trying to contact the parares­

. cuemen on the intercom, but Pleiman didn't answer. Price tried to 
spot the pa.rarescuemen from fuS com I artment window 15u t the erupt- ~ 
ing water, and smoke from the exploii11g shells, disturbed his \.Jew. 

. continued on next page 29 
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Crabbing the microphone, Price call-
ed, "I'll check on him, Captain." · 

He ran towards the rear ot the am­
phibian, bounced from one side of the 
fuselage· to the other as near-misses 
rocked the Albatross. It· was ob\·ious 
that the Communis t gunners had held 
their f.re until the amphibian touched 
aown and was most vulnerable, then 
had opened up with everything they had 
-from automatic rifle firP to 105mm 
howitzers. As he fought his war towards 
the rear hatch to help the pararescue­
man drag the injured jet pilot into the 
plane, Price knew that in a matter of 
minutes the Albatross would be past 
the flying stage, that it would be shot 
to pieces unless it could get out ot the 
target area. · 

"' At the ren ha tch, navi gator Price 
sav. the fl ight mechan ic, Sgt. Cly de Wil­
liam Jackson, of Fort Royal, Virginia, 
l eaning far outside the plane in an at­
tempt to help Pleiman drag the downed 
jet pilot inside the plane. Turning to 
AlC Robert Hilton, the radio operator, 
P r i.ce bellowed, "Help him! Help him~" 

Hilton, however, had already moved 
to t he hatch and was reaching out to 
grab the side of the raft. · 

"Try and get' him close. We'll pull him 
ln as we take-" . . 

Suddenly1 a crashing shell exploded. 
Price hao seen other 105mm shells 

hit the water, had heard machine-gun 
bullets thud into the Albatross, but this 
time there had been no v.·arning. One 
moment he had been yelling instruc­
tions to the men at the hatch; the next, 
he had been flying through the air to­
wards the a!t bulkhead of the amphib­
ian. The l05mm shell h ad entered the 
r.u-l6 just aft o! the right wheel hous­
ir.g, exploded, ar.d opened up a nine­
f oo: hole in the fuselage. P r ice, not cer­
tain of what had happened, had smashed 
into the bulkhead and fallen to the 
fioor, momentarily stunned. 

He fought to open his eyes, to clear 
his brain, but it was several seconds 
be!ore he succeeded. 

The inside of the plane was a roaring 
i:-:ferno. Gasoline poured from ruptured 
fuel lines and flamed instantly. A JATO 
b ot Uc: exploded, hurtling pieces o! metal 
throug~ the plane like shrapnel. Price 
could barely breathe in the stifling heat 
and the billowing smoke. 

"Hilton .. : Hilton, where are you ?" 
'When there was no answer Price 

crawled towar d the hat ch. He had gone 
only a short distance when he saw the 
r adio operator. One look was enough . 
Hilt on was dead, victim o! a direct hit. 

"My God!" 

T he flyer v.·as sUinr.& at l'iim llelplessly. 
" I 'll gel you iJ-" 
At tn;,t momen:. ;.s Price tensed to 

dive out of the burr...lllg amphibian, 11 

second JATO bot ~le exp loded. T he flash 
of fire hit the navigator in the face. se;. r ­
in:~ his hair, face and eyebrows. 1t also 
bh:-ided him, and before the stunned 
captain could re{:a:n his balance, he 
tumbled out o! the hatch o.;;d into the 

- water, into the mid.S: o! fla:r.mg oil and 
. ,asoline and tl'ie explociin& enemy 

shells , .. 

The fine work of the Aer<>space Res­
cue and Recoven· Service in Southeast 
Asia is well kno~·n. The pickup rate !or 
downed USAF, l\a\"Y and :t.larine pilots 
is hii;h: some flyers barely get their 
feet wet before an c.ir rescue aircraft 
plucks them from the water. Sometimes, 
however, it is not quite so easy, anc the 
mission of March H, 1966, was one of 
the most rugged yet e..'<perienced. 

When it ended an HU-16 amphibian 
had been sunk for the first lime since 
1949, when the HU-16 originally went 
in to service, and one member o! the res­
cue crew received the Air Force Cross 
-the nation's second hii;hest mrntary 
award !or valor. 

The mission bei;a.n 
routinely. A Phantom 
F4B jet, operated by 
Air Force Major James 
M. Peerson and his co­
p ilot , Ce:ptain Lyn­
wood C. Bryant, "'·as 
hit by enemy ground 
fire as it came oft large~ 
in North Vietnam. 
about 50 miles west o! 
the Gulf of Tonkin. 
Peerson immediately 
guided his crippled 
plane towards the 
water, and radioed ·to: . "Onr htr• ••• " 
h~~ . 

"Maycay, Mayday! C:own Alpha this 
is Pluto Lead. Hit by ,round fire. Head­
ing for the gult to e)ect. Present posi­
tion is :?O miles southwest o! Thanh 
Hoa." 

THE amphibian ·carrying navigator 
Price and his ere\\· had been circling 

over the Gulf of Tonk.in when the dis­
t ress call had been picked up. The pilot 
had immediately ban}:ed his Albatross 
southwest and raced to the area at !ull 
speed. Meanwhile, ano:.her Phantom jet 
noti!ed th-:? 4500-ton destroyer USS 
Berkeley, sailing in the GuU of Tonkin 
to coordinate rescue e~orts, o! the posi­
tion of the damaged aircraft. 

"This is Pluto Two. Two-man crew 
· ejecting now. Esll.J:;a ted touch-down 
position is seven miles offshore near 
Hon Me Island." · 

When Price heard the position report 
he studied the map on his navigation 

THE flames were now threatening to table for several seconds before calling 
cul off his escape through the hatch so . his aircraft commander on the intercom. 

the dazed navigator triec! to move faster. Price didn't like wt:a~ he saw on the 
'/'.I; he neared the hatch he g~abbed a map. 
0: ~selage brace and stanec to pull him-•• "Captain, i: they l'::d near .Hon Me 
se!! to his feet. lrnowi;ig that his best Island as repo::-:ec, we may be in 
c."lance o! survival was to dive as fa: . trouble. T."le Corr.:-:it:::.st.s ha\'e enough 
fro!T: the amphibian as possible. It was guns on the island to fight a major 
obvious that the plane was going to ex- battle." · ' 
plode. Westenbarger agr~d, but both men 

As he re2ained h1s feet he saw a dark knew they had no choice. It their plane 
object floating in the water beside the reached the scene first. it was their duty 
at :cra!t. not recocni:tbg it until an to go down after the !':yer!. 
c::emy shell hit nearby and a wa..-e "The Yorktown is sendi:-.i; three :1eli-
tu:ned it towards him. - ·· copters to the scene," the captain told 

" Pleiman!" · Price, "but they're still a long way off." 
':°he ;:>ararescuemar. V.'OS ceac, ~OC. 

A;;:i~oxx-:ate:y f.ve feet !~om the dead 
<>::-r..an. Price spotted the orange ratt 
w; :h the injured }et pilot still ins1ue it. 

Ten minutes later :r.e a:nph:bian or­
bited two miles south or lion 1•~e Island, 
the crew .searching :~:_ .:-·aters below 

for some sign ot Peerson~Bryanl. 
"A.re you picking up th~eepcr?" 

Price asked. 
"Rof!er. We hear it. They're in the 

area. :Kow, sf we can just spot them." 
Two Navy Skyraiders were also cir­

cling in the vicinity, flying pro\ec­
tive cover for the downed men. In the 
d istance Pnee saw the helicopters ap­
proaching from the Yorktou:n and, 
farther south, the Be1·kele11 was heading . 
toward Hon Me Island. Jt was obvious 
tha t all airborne and sea rescue units 
expected trouble in the rescue attempt 
because o! the prox.imity or the enemy 
j!uns on the island. The only salvation 
would be 1! the two downed pilot: hiid 
drilled away from the area a!ler their 
parachutes opened. 

"I d on 't see th em anyplace," Pleiman 
called from the rear o! the aircraft. 

Perhap! ther are further away 1rom-" 
Suddenly the parares:ueman stopped 
tal king for se\·cral seconds; then he 
yelled. "I see them! Rii;ht below us!" 

"Near the island." 
"Yeah. Too close, Captain. Too close 

to the Reds. Look directly east of the 
sharp point or Hon Me." 

Price looked down at the island, spot­
ted the point of land referred to by Plei­
man, and moved his eyes east. Suddenly 
he saw the bright orange ra!t, barely 
the size of a penny from altitude. 
"Mighty close to those guns," he mut­
tered. ''Mis:hty close." 

\\'estenbarger spotted the downed Air 
Force pilot about the same time and 
made the only decision possible. "Pilot 
to crew-go:ng ciown. Jenisoning exter­
nal fuel tanKs now." 

"Roger." · 
"We won't have much t ime," he con­

tinued. "Pleiman, as soon as '9.'e touch 
·down, i:o out the hatch. The others will 

give you a hand. Price, have you seen . 
any ~unfire from the island yet?" 

"?-;ot one burst," the na\''igator said. 
searching the dot of land in the Culf of 
Tonkin with his classes. "According to 
Intelli~ence the Reds have the isla:ld 
packed with guns, but so far i t appears 
that S - :? might be wrong." 

"I hope so." 
P rice continued to watch H on Me Is-­

l and as pilot \Vestenbarger eased the 
Albatr oss towards the water. When h e 
flew close lo the island, Weslenbars:e:­
steepened his cive to avoid the expected 
enemy fire, but no shells came their way. 
It was as though the island was de­
serled. A few feet off the surtace of the 
iz ul f. Westenbar~er broke his glide. held 
the nose high, cut the throttles, and full­
stalled the amphibi an into the water. As 
soon as he brouS?ht the amohibian to a 
com plete stop. Price be~an directing him 
to the downed jet pilot in the raft. 

"He's right behind the tail section and 
a little to the starboard." 

Still no gunfire came from the Com­
munist-held island. Price, tense and ex­
pectant, was amazed at the lack of re­
sistance. Bv the tirne Pleim:in reached 
t .e ra ~ : p ;;ce cec1cec! ~!-lat 1:-.Cf b:-ie!'::-.;; 
of'!'.ce:-! :-::.c o,·er:-:;~ec t!ie ene:-:-.y ca;:::z,­
b11Jt1cs. ":\ow ;is soon as we cc• •ne co­
pilot, we can gel out of here. I wonder 

" 
· ·Seconds late1· the first enemy shell hit 
the Albatross and with in five minutes 
two of fhe crew were dead, and the 
o:hers weie floundering In the waters o~ 
the Gui! o! Tc:-:kin. As !or t~e :;::-.?hib­
ian, it had disc; ?pea red beneath the sur ­
face, .. 

Price was still underv•ater when he 
ooened his eyes. The navigator felt as it 
his lungs were abo1;1t to bursl Fighting 



the: m~!1nc: to inhale, k.nowini; tha! he 
would choke, the c:iptam tried to forc1 
ht~ wa)" to t:le sur!ace o! the ::ul!. Wher. 
he raised his arms, however, sharp pains 
knifed through his back. It was his first 
indication that he '-'"as wounded. Despite 
the pain, Price use:J his arms to propel 
h il':1se:! up until his head fir.ally broke 
th~ough tne surface and he could once · 
a g.:iin breathe. 

"He!p! Help!" · · 
Price heard the pica above the steady 

roar of the enemy gunfire, but he was 
so exhau!ted that several seconds 
elapsed be!ore he recamed enough 
s~ength to turn toward the man m 
trouble. Wnen he did, he saw Jet pilot 
Pecrson in his raf:. only" ftw feet away. 
At the s;ime inst;int oil from the am­
phibian, floatinc on the surface of the 
gul!, caught fire. Realb:inc that both he 
:-. nd the ie: pilot would bi: tr;ipped in 
the fla::ies i! they didn't clear the area, 
P rice swam to the raft and started push-
1n i; Jl eas:, to the middle of the Gulf of 
Tonkin and aw< y !rom Hon Me I sland . 
. Peerson looked al the n a\''igator and 
m uttered weakly, "You're wounded." 

P~icf:: !lad already noticed that the wa­
.ter around him was stained red. This 
tact, added to the pain when he raised 
his arms and the burning sensation in 
his back, made i! obvious that fragments · 
o! the same shell which had sunk the 
Albatross had also hit him. Wounded or 
not, Captain Prke knew he had no al­
ternative except to keep swimming 
away from the flaming oil and the ene­
my guns. 

It was s1ciw, arduous work for Price 
as he !ought to keep his head above wa­
ter and at the same time push the ra!t 
with the dov.,,ed pilot in it. The Com­
munists we:-e lobbing their mortar shells 
at the rc~t in a steady stream, and as 
t!iey bc:-st and sent ceysers o! water 
skywarc, the resulting waves lapped 
ove:- Price's head. They also rocked the · 
raft and threatened to dump pilot Peer­
son into :!le gulf. 
. "Help! Heip!" 

Again Price heard someone in dis­
tress. Holding onto the :a!t with one 
hand he searched the surrounding wa­
ter. Finally he saw a head bob ou: of the · 
W2 ter, then cisappear aj?ain. Jt was the 
flight mechanic. S/Sgt. Clyde W. Jack­
son, of Fo:-t Royal, Virginia. Price knew 
that he had r.either the strength nor the 
time to help Jackson. The man was too 
tar away. l·.t that moment, however, 
Price saw the co-pilot of the Albatross, 
William E. Hall, swimming a few yards 
south of the mec-hanic. Evidently the 
wind had carried the flic!it mechanic's 
plea for help away from Hall, since he 
wasn't e\·en looking in Jackson's direc­
tion. 

"Get that man right behind you!" 
Price screa:ned. 

The co-pilot looked up. a startled ex­
pression on his face as the navigator's 
words :-eached him through the din of 
the explc:cir.i; shells. Price saw Hall 
a:rn, spo:•ec the bobbin.:- head of the 
iligh: rn~:.ar.ic and move ~iuickly to the 
man's side. 

SATISFIED that Jackson was gettinc 
the aid he so desperately needed, Price 

turned his attention back to Peerson and 
the raft. He hac! never been so tired in 
his life. His eyes and face. burned by 
the blast of t!ie JATO bottle, hurt. So 
did the shell !ra~ents in his back, and 
the loss o~ blood, plainly evider.t by !he 
red trail w~:ch mar~:e<l his oa:h in the 
wate:-. His s::-cngth sapped, Price looked 
al the iniu:e-ci Jet pilot in the raft; he 
wondered how rr.uch longer he would 
be able to help him. 

Albatross ,similar to one which put Price d~wn in Gulf of Tonkin lands in waler. 

Suddenly a deafening noise clogged 
Price's ears and he felt a heavy weight 
on his back, and the navigator was con­
vinced that he was having hallucina­
tions. He was, that is, until the weight 
lifted momentarily and rut him again 
with a r~sounding thump. Surprised, 
Price looked around behind him and 
couldn't believe his eyes. 

''h can't be ... " 
It was. The throbbing noise, filling his 

ears along with the blasts of enemy· 
shells, came from an SH-3 helicopter 
hovering ciirectly above. The chopper's 
rescue slmg was the "weight" on his 
back! Gra:,bing the sl:ng, Price threw 
it into the raft and yelled, "Put it on ... 
put it around you!" ~ · 

Price watched the str::ggling jet pilot 
attempt to slip inside the rescue sling, 
but Peerson was too weak. Boosting 
himself up on the side of the raft, Price 
forced the sling over Peerson's head and 
motioned for the helico-:>tor to pull u;i. 
the majo:. An instant la ier Peerson was 
liftec from the· raft and hoisted towards 
the door o! the choppe::-. 

A few yards away Price saw another 
helicopter picking U;;> the remainder 

o! the Albatross crew a:id the other jet 
pilot. Holding onto the s:de of the small 
raft that Peerson had been in, Price felt 
better despite the heavy gunfire still di­
rected at him from the island. As soon 
as, the chopper lowered the sling and 
picked him up, they could clear the 
scene and get back to the nearby car­
rier. It seeme<l to Pnce that he had been 
in the water for hours. 

"Here! ... Over here!" 
The captain hearc the \'Oice and rec­

ognized it instantly. He s;>otted Sergeant 
Jacl:son a iew y~rcs awar. alone and 
ftounciering in t!'ie wate:-. Later, Price 
learned tha: co-pilo: Hall had tried to 
carry the chopper rescue sli:ig over to 
the flight mechanic, but be!ore he 
reached Jackson the w~irlybird crew 
had hoisted Hall out of :.'"le wat.er, leav­
ing the crewman behind. 

"Hold on, Jackson ... I'll get you." 
Price hat~c to lea\•e thf:: raft, but he 

had no choice. He swam to the injured 
Jackson, slipped a:: a~ arc .:nd him and 
started to doi;-;:iacid;e ba=;: :o the rait. 
At tr.c.t momer.t he ,spotted the SH-3 
r. eadi: .g toward ther:i and he ~to;>ped. 
He "' ~tched the rescue sling swoop 
down. made a desper.ne &nb as it start­
ed pas:, anc snaggec it. 

"Get this on, Jackson," Price said. 
Quicl~ly he put the injured, exhausted 

fight mechanic in the sling, and belore 
. } e could even wavt:, the chopper crew 

was pulling Jackson out of the water. 
J 'rice saw several bullets penetrate the 
! ide of the helicopter but it remained 
< irborne, pivotinc tr. the sky as only a 
chopper can and head !or a nearby si'frp. 

Captain f rice was now alone in the 
\later. All the others, except the two 
c ead crewmen, had been picked up. For 
l few minutes the navigator thougM 
t iat it was only a matter of time U."ltil 
t e, too, would be hoisted to safety ..• 
1 ut as the two rescce helicopters di.s<?;>-
r eared from the scene he began to won-
c er. He saw them touch dov.'Yl on the 
s iips, but they didn't ta.ke off again. !fad 
t e been forgotten'? Was it possible ti:at 
1- e had been given up for dead, too? Or.~ 
nan in the Gulf of Tonkin was almtrt 
i ldiscernible to the human eye. Perha::~ 
i 1 the confusion of the rescue atter::?t 
t lere had been a miscount. Certainly 
after a head count 'was taken the res- • 
cJers would learn that he was unac­
c:>Unted !or, bet by then it would be too 
l 1te. Much too late. 

Using nearly all his remainin& 
s .rength Price climbed into Peerson's 
n!t, only to discover that he was drift­
i lg dangerously close to the shore o! 
l '.on Me Island. Wearily he slid back 
i 1to the water and started swimming to­
" •arc the ooen sea, dragging the rat.a.be­
!- ind him. Exhausted, bleeding, ciscour­
a ged, he still refused to t;ive up. He was 
cete:mined to keep trying - until he 
tlacked out or was hit by one of the Red 
s 1ells. 

Suddenly the entire sky seernee to ex­
i:: lode. Two Air Force F-4s roared across 
t 1e Gulf of Tonbn at wave-tc? level, 
f ring th!!ir rockets and machine $!1.:r.S 
a t the enemy gunners on the island. Two 
j lnks that were heading in Price's di­
r!ction suddenly burst into flames and 
sink. A Skyraider followed the jets and 
tombed the beach. Smoke and debris. 
few skyward and the concussior. eve:i 
j 11ted Price m the water. . 

"They didn't forge: me." he muttere:i, 
fghting to keep his head above water. 

A minute Jaier Pr. ::e saw a small 
l H-2 helicopter flying slowly through 
t le curtain of fire towa:-ds him, a resc:.:e 
s ing dangling behind. The cho;lp.:­
ome lcmbenng in. oblivious of the en-
e -ny shells.. Tne rescue collar dropped 
cnly a fev.• feet (Cor.:im:ed o~ pcge 'i·;) . : 1 



Rescue 1\-lission 

(Continued from page 31) 

!rom the navigator and the helicopter 
crewman in the hatch yanked it into 
P:ice's arms. Quickly, Price slipped it 
u::lder his arms. This time he ignored the 
pain as he waved his arms, signaling 
them to lift him out of enemy waters. 

As they pulled him inside the chop­
per, the crewman at the winch grinned. 
"Belter late than never!" 

Prke could only nod and mutter, 
"Thanks." 

The navigator was taken to an aircraft 
carrier where a doctor picked out the 
shrapnel and stitched his wounds. After 
two weeks in the ·hospital, Donald Price 
was back on Okinawa with the 33rd 
Aerospace Rescue and Recover Squad­
ron, ready for action. He doesn't say 
much about his experience, but the men 
he saved made certain that Washington 
was told about his heroic action. Con­
.sequcntly in September, 1966, six 
{l!Onths after the mission. Captain Don­
;;~d S. Price was awarded the Air Force• 
Cross, the first navigator to receive the 
ration's second highest military medal 
lor valor. 

No man deserved it more. J.. 



FRCM:..~""W~8tiifii.Mer'8space Rescue & Recovery Sq, APO US Forces 962Z7 

SUBJECT: Mission Narrative Report 15 Mar 66 

TO: 3rd Aerospace Rescue & Recovery Gp, (JSARC), A:.~ US Forces 96307 

1. Mission Number: 6-38-5 

2. 

Cre'Wmembers of Pri.m8ry Alert Aircraft Were: 

RCC Capt Ronald L. Bachman 
CP Capt Harold D. Salem 
HM TSgt Richard A. Connon 
RS AlC William H. Pitsenbarger 

Crewm.embers of the Secondary Alert Aircra.f't Were: 

RCC l/Lt Mark C. Schibler 
CP Capt F.d:win A. Henningson 
HM AlC Gerald c. Hammond Jr. 
RS AlC Henry J. 0 t Beirne 

4. Reaction time from notification to pickup: .35 minutes. 

5. &U' Assistance: 4 UH.-lB, 4 FlOO, 2 OlF. 

6. Area and type 9f.p ickup: For ~llt'.~\l:~Vsf,...'h.ID.st: icp~ck.U,p,,,~(r2111 l>~n~ve; 
~~ .... fQr the survi vor'1 and a stokes litter hoist pickup from 130 foot j'ungle 
for the deceased. 

'lJ''f ·:.Survivor locat~d ·bi/ d. pw•gµn, flare. Deceased l ocated by a ground party 
101..rered to the wreckage by hoist from the helicopters . 

s. Survivors name:,ll"li 'i.-t ~scifu;eiderf .s. Army. Deceased name: unknown. 

9. Summary of Events:. 

fi) Det 6, 38th AR.RS was notified by Bien Hoa tower at 0650 ot an ol -F 
'?r'ash 30 miles, 060 degrees from Bien Hoa. The pri:mar,y alert helicopter 
w.s scrambled at 0700 hours and the eecondar;y alert helicopter was scrambled 
at 0720 hours. Upon arrival at the area a USAF 01-F and tw armed tm-lB 
helicopters reporeed seeing a pen gun fl.are about 200 meters f'raa the river 
bank. No personnel could be spotted on the ground because of the_ dense 



jungle. While searching, a second flare was spottEd nearer the river. I 
l owered my paramedic to the ground on the bank of 1he river where he con­
tacted the survivor by shouting. The survivor eme1ged from the jungle 
onto the bank of the river where he and the paramee ic vere picked up by the 
forest penetrator. The survivor was questioned abcut the other occupant 
of the downed aircraft. He stated that the observe-r was still trapped in 
the aircraft wreckage and when he touched the mans leg it felt cold so he 
assumed him to be dead I did not believe this was conclusive evidence 
that the man was dead. My paramedic examined the survivor and determined 
that his injuries were not severe. I decided to keep him on board the heli­
copter ard attempt to recover the observer. The wreckage was located ana 
I lower~ the paramedic to t..'le ground by hoist. ll t hough he was lowere( 
righ'' t< a par· o.: the wreck ige, the brush was so t..'.lick he could not le.:., "k· 
the cocxpit po:-~ion. , hois~ed him hack on board t~e helicopter so h£ ~aJ.lc! 
take another look .frorr above and also coni'er with t 1.e survivor. He wa t~a:c. 
lowered back to the ground where he located the coc cpi t portion. He rtoquested 
the assistance of the paramedic <£ the 2nd helicopte.~ who was lowered by 
hoist to the ground. Together they were unable to :ecover the observer. 
Both helicopters were approaching minjnn1m :f'uel at ~1is time so the secondary 
helicopter picked up the two paramedics. As they w ~re lifted above the 
brush on the forest penetrator they started to spin. As they approached the 
helicopter their rate of spin increased. They wre finally spinning at 
about 60 RPM and one paramedic reported to be start .ng to grey out by the 
time they reached the helicopter. They were then pulled on board the helicopter. 
The two helicopters then proceeded to Xuan Loe to r ofuel and deliver the 
survivor to the medical .facility there. After consulting the two paramedics 
it was decided there still was a possibility the ob:.erver was still alive. 
They also stated that a minimum of 6 people were required to remove him 
from the wreckage. The Arrrry provided 10 Special Fo1ces personnel to assist 
in the operation. Because all :personnel had to be : owered by hoist, I 
decided the minimum of 6 people would be used. Anoiher 6 would stand by 
in case they were needed for security. The two parE.medics and 4 Special 
Forces people were lowered to the wreckage by hoist, two at a time. '..Jhile 
the second alert helicopter was lowering their two keople they noticed the 
hoist cable was badly kinked (apparently .from the eY.treme spinning) and 
would not be safe for hoisting personnel. Therefore wen the observer was 
recovered and found to be deceased the secondary alert helicopter hoisted 
the body and some of the equipment out with the stokes litter while the pri-
mary alert helicopter hoisted the 6 people out in t~o separate loads using 
the forest penetrator. The air cover remained on scene through the whole 
operation. The two rescue helicopters returned to Xuan Loe and refueled. 
The primary alert helicopter returned the body and an escort of two .4:rr!rf 
personnel to Saigon while the secondary alert helicopter returned to Bien 
Hoa to replace the hoist cable. The two rescue heli~opters flew 25 sorties 
for 9+55 hours. 

!2://aJ.H-
RONALD L. BACHMAN, Captain, US.AF 
Rescue Crew Commander 
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April 27, 1966 

Dog Rescued, Too 

Day Packed 
With 'Saves' 
BIEN HOA AB - Air Force helicopter crews recorded 

one of the busiest days in rescue annals, snatching wound­
ed soldiers, a downed air crew and a dog from Viet Cong 
territory recently. 

An emergency call sent the ter crew his spotter was killed 
first HH-43 crew racmg to U S. in the crash, but they decided to r 
Army troops wounded in "Opera· ,recover the body. 
tion Silver City" - and a search • • 
and destroy operation in Zone DESCRIBING his second de-
"D-" Under enemy fire, a res- scent into the enemy·infested 
cue crew commanded by Capt. jungle, Pitsenbarger said, "We 
Rona1d . Bachman, lifted eight soon spotted the wreckage, and 
soldiers to safety. again I was lowered into the 

:Bachman later flew to the site jungle for a close look. The trees 
of a downed 0-1 spotter plane were so thick I couldn't pene-
about 30 miles east-northeast of trate two feet without cutting 
th is base. Orbiting over the my way through. This is very 
dense jungle, he and his rescue hard to do while you're looking 
crew searched for the downed over your shoulder for the 
plane and two crew members. enemy." 
After 20 minu tes, they spotted Pitsenbarger decided he need-
two flares rising from the un- ed help and asked AlC Henry J . 
dcrgrowth. O'Beirne, a pararescueman on a 

AlC William H. Pitsenbarger._ second chopper m the area, to 
pararescue man on the mission, join him. 
ode the hoist cable down into a The two men struggled 

river near the crash site. He through the thick jungle but 
waded ashore and moved they were unable to remove 
through the jungle, calling for the downed flier. They return· 
the downed pilot. In a few min- ed to the chopper and new to a 
utes, the pilot emerged from the nearby Special Forces camp 
jungle several yards upriver. for more help. 
With Pitsenbarger, he was hoist- Returning to the crash site, 
ed into the helicopter and help- the rescue men and soldiers 
ed the rescue men locate his air· were lowered into the jungle. 
plane. The pilot told the helicop- Some took up defensive positiomi 

while others removed the spot­
ter's body. 

Vietnam 
Reports 

• • • 
WITHIN an hour after return­

ing to Bien Hoa, Bachman's crew 
went on another Zone "D" evac· 
uation missiOn. It was joined by 
another helicopter crew under 
the command of Capt. Raymond 
L. Murden. 

The two crews removed six 
wounded soldiers and a sentry 
dog Crom the jungle battlefield. 

"We were really surprised," 
said Pitsenbarger, "when we 
saw the dog coming up with a 
wounded Vietnamese soldier. 
The dog added a little humor to 
our work." 



FRCM:. Det 6, 38th Aerospace Rescue & Recovery Sq, APO US Forces 962Zl 

SUBJECT~ Mission Narrative Report of a Save 14 Mar 66 

TO: Jrd Aerospace Rescue & Recovery Gp, (JSARCC), APO US Forces 963<Y/ 

1. Mission Number: 6-38-54-:U.. Nar 66. 

2. SAR Alert.:>1 by: 3rd JSARC. 

J. SAR Airc:-aft Used : 2 H.I-43F helicoptert.. 

Cre'Wlllembers of ?r:irnary Helicopter Were: 

RCC 
CP 
HM 
RS 

Capt &cymond L. Murden 
Capt Charles P. Nadler 
AlC Alexander Montgomery 
SSgt David E. Milsten 

Ore'W!llembers of Secondary Helicopter Weret 

RCC Capt Ronald L. Bachman 
CP Capt Harold D. Salem 
HM TSgt Richard A. Comon 
RS AJ.C William H. Pitsenbarger 

4. Reaction time from initial notification to pickup: 46 minutes. 

5. CAP Assistance: 2 UH-lB 1 s (Falcon 81 and 87) • 

6. Area and type of pickup: Jungle area in 11D11 Zone with 125 f'oot trees, 
hoist/stokes litter and forest penetrator pickups. 1114N, 106;.l+E. 

7. Survivors located by smoke grenades thrown from the ground. 

8. Survivors names: Unable to be determined. 

9. Summary of Events: 

At 1304, 14 March 1966, Jd JSARC informed us that the 173rd Airborne 
Brigade had requested evacuation of casualties from war zone 11D11 18 miles 
northeast of Bien Hoa AB, RVN. Immediate ref"ueling was requested for pri­
mary and secondary alert helicopters. The response was excellent. The 
fuel truck arrived within two minutes of the radio request. Stokes litters 



chain saws and ropes were loaded onto the helicopters. The hoist cable on 
Pedro 74, the pr:imary alert helicopter was being replaced when ve were 
alerted for the mission. The cable had been damagei on a previous mission 
todq. Pedro 97, the secondary alert helicopter to')k off at 1325. Upon 
completion of replacement of the hoist cable Pedro 74 took off at 1340. 
We proceeded to 11J.4N, 1065.t.E and alternated hoist ?ickups. The casualties 
were in a small bombed out clearing in 125 foot tre3s. We could only pickup 
one casualty at the time due to the po'W'er required ?or hovering out of ground 
effect. To expedite the pickups Pedro 97 lowered t ·ro stokes litters on the 
first pickup so the ground party could be loading a litter while waiting fo:r:­
the next pickup. Pedro 97 made four pickups of fou:' wou':.~eci personnel arf. 
one scout do€;. Pedr' 74 made twc pickups of tl-•~ wonnd~c pa:rSOilllel. The 
wounded werF. taker. to a forward aid station four mi:.es west of the pickup 
point. CAP as.Jistance wac t'WO UH-lB's, Falcon 81 arni et7 with E'asper control 
coordinating activities from the ground. All radio calls were on UHF. 
Radio discipline was good. No ground fire was encot.ntered. Crew coordination 
was excellent. We new a total of 14 sorties with : :30 flying t:illle and are 
credited with 6 combat saves. 

~IU,/Y~ 
RAYMOND L. MORDEN, Captain, USAF 
Rescue Crew Commander 

2 



:nSSION N~1...UTrJS , 15 :.:arch 66 

J olly Greens 55 and 51 ··1ere s c:-ambled fro:a ::a..l.c':om P!":anom at 0705, 
takeoff ,;as at 0710 l ocal . The coo::-dinates of th3 doimed pilots 
were given a s 16c- 32' : o"'th 106° 20 ' :fast . When Jolly Green 55 
became airborne , Crown 57 was cont acted and a bri ~fing or. ";he sit­
ua tion was given to t he Joll y Gr eens . An ai.::crai' t ,1ad gone down 
~he ~V3~i~ of t he 14th a!rl an elect-onic search 3ince 9arly morn­
in: of :he 15th had prod•tced be~per signals from i:,h8 area o:' the 
datmed aircr aft . Jol ly Green 55 advised Cratm 57 that since the 
possibility~~ a trap existed it woul d be necessa ·y t o have voice 
con-··.cJ o · · -~siti w' id~.,,tification on '·he pilot 3 b"fore Joll;r 
'r';ens o.i:. b< cor._,n·--i; -d . 1'1.i - i11formatio1 · r:is p1ss2c -'-.o '.:;ompresr 
by ~rour S7 . 

Jolly Grs-c.;: 55 and Sl continued 0ut the 130° radi:ll of Channel 89, 
skirting knmm flak position ~nroute to the area .:if th3 do-med air­
craft . The weather :mroute was scattered clouds ·Ti th visibility 
approXi.lla.tel y 2 miles in haze. As the Jol ly Gree1s a~proached the 
area , C:ro~m 57 h2.d '?s"':.ablished voice contact rTi +,! on'3 _pilot on the 
~ound, a::d ~he pilots ai..:thentication ".'as co"'!'ec t . Smoke fl.ares 
1·rere i f;ni t-:!d by the survivors on the ground a.nd t 1ere positions pin 
pointed by the .Sandy aircraft . They were seperat ~d app:·o~inably 
200 yards and were unaware of each others posi tio-i , l:::ecause ~one 
had voice cont act . q. oh ~lpl'c 

/))' q"~ '-1 Q, 
Due to the bad visibility the Sandys wer e request ~d by th~yJ~J"//'<I to /~94,rb 
Greens to send one flight of Sandys to 8,ooo feet above the~'Yo/' ~-4;,fll\c 
to aid the Jolly Greens in finding the l ocation. J oll;r Gr3en '~i\~ '!!zl;:b 
and 51 made visual contact ".·Tith the .Sar-dies at 0825, a. desc~n ~.....,;:~--':~ 
was s Larted 0'1er ~'19 d01meci. pilots posEion. Or..e pilot set off (f).;ite) "~-., 
another srioke flar8 ~t "~his time making his po~jt_or> r3adily knmm. ~ 
71-:e d:;2c~·-t wa.s continued and dt:rir.g t he first n r by t he pilot .: 
on th~ .g:·ound wa::J contacted by voice and asked. to l~t the Jolly <<: ;_, 
Green knou if there was any ground fire as Jolly }reen flew over' . :_s· 
hin. A high speed pass was made because of the c_ose proxL~ity of 
vil lages to the dovmed pilot. The tip tarJrn were dropped when the 
fuel load i·:n.s at t he proper load. Jol ly Gr een 51 was advised of 
Joll y Green 55 1 s fuel l oad as Jolly Gre3n 55 came to a hover over 
th'3 downed pilot who had voice contact with the J )lly Greens . 
'l'he t-ree 'f"\C?natr:i.tor c·as lowered with the seats ou ~, b~cause the 
,;J2.lo ~ had reported that he 't1as inju"".'ed and un?.ble to use his liands 
very effective . As the pena7irator hit the ground the seats folded 
up . The pilot att empted t o pull them out again, ·Jut he was unable 
to o so because of injuries . T~e penatrator was br ought up and 
the pararescueman (AlC Kraft) was lowered to assi 3t the inj\lred 
pilot . Airman Kraft and the injured pil ot were b:~ou6ht t:ip on the 
penatrator at the same tilre . Meanwhile the other pilot had seen 
t ae helicopter come to a hover pr ecumabl e y to pic'c U.P his buddy 
and he hiked over t o our position and was waiting to be picked up 
alsp • . , .'.Bhe penatrator was again lowered and the sc) cond pilot was 
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brought on boa.!'d. The pick up was completed at 03hl, at 1000' terrain 
elevation, requir:ing approxinately a five (5) mimte hover. While :in 
the hover one village could be seen with clarity Dome 150 yards at our 
1 o 1 clock position. No ground fire was heard nor was an~r villagers 
seen. A climb back to 9000,feet was accomplished and the return trip 
was uneventful. 

~ The survivors were: Major :Sddie Paige Jr. 
WO D.D. Redmond, US~G 

;:...-

Low Bird 

'.'.JC' Capta-i...r Jerr; ·!. Jennings 
P.c-;:- Captair. ~ Uli:-...,, it. Uhl 
·~, SS n+ • · · 1 n c· , ~ 
•. L C'v • .J .. C 1aP.. '\ 0-:.."1·tay 
PJ AlC Dennis u. :\raft 

~~~~~ 
\' 9~~tain, USAF 

RCC Jolly Green 55 

High B..rd 

RCC ~f~,i or Sal1.ll1", : . Stea::-J"l.an 
3.~CP l n t Lt La:rrcr.ce '.J . :-:~('"" 

!I! TS, ;t Sp -:'"'l~E' r:.. :rey;.~OC<.-

PJ A21} i-lobe~~t. :villiamson f' 

' .. - ( • ', .. ll =~ ' ) 
• • -~ J "" ...., 

tlq ARRS SC No. 662 b' / 
GO~Lfldi 4 I rAt., 

Robert1
Line



D~t 5, 38th Aerospace Rescue and Recov9ry Sq 
APO uS Forces 96237 

SUBJECT : :-iission 3.ecoI!'J11ndat ions 

TO: Co:mJr.ander 
38th Aerospace ?..escue and Recov3ry Sq 
A?O US Forces 96307 

31 r:ar 66 

• - :.h1!: .t .ac~ed ;nissicn narrati,re of 15 :·Lar 66, t~e secG"'d pil o-: (:~., 
be r l i . ... d <:. · ,af )ir. point ed . ::n ':! lecti!"1g t o 1':--v< 1-.i s po::::.tio.1 
1€ c ci.c. :uve :; - ~n l...1c t r or cc!'!tac .; arrl a ... 11c na e no =-~ . .::.c, r 9loca.·.: 
:1ir: ~.;c·· ld :ax : b2en -c::...c.e const. ':.ine at 11ast. The :nan could have b~e:­
fir~ 1:pon by cvh2 helicopter cr~w or he could hav~ run into hostile 
action in con:.ns to the helicopter . I recommend t hat t he 3rd Ai...~Gp -
publish a pa~p~.J.~t each month that is sent to all fighting units in 
~A and that it incl'Jde all hel pful unclassified in.fo _·mat ion (or we 
could classify the paper arrl maybe should). The lSe of the 150 foot 
of n:rlon co!"d by the F-105 pilot to lower' himself d01m the cliff on 
our lates t pickup is another worthly idea . -
&:~~ 
Hajor, USAF 
Cor.una.nder 

1 Atch 
::ission :·UTative, 15 ~rar 66 

Robert1
Line



AIR 
FORCE 
REPORT 

WORLDWIDE AIR FORCE NEWS IN BR IEF 

AIC Dl'nnis Craft almost jumps 
right oul of his skm when someone 
taps him on the shoulder. 

Crafl. pararescuc medic aboard 
an HH-3C helicopter of the 38th 
Aero<>pace Re<>cue and Re~over~ 
Squadron in Vietnam, had de­
scended by cable into the jungle 
in enemy territory to rescue two 
U<l\\ !ll'd l·--!I! Ot"\\llll'rl. \\"() [) () 

l{cdrnPnd'. mjurcd whrn hr aqJ 
\la1 I dd1c C l'.11~c r1c-:icJ fr,1!11 
thtir /'/:.:11.•o.,: 1\,1, h,·1nc 
1H11 tht· h,·1i.;,1;1tcr, hn1,t 

( ·r.itl .it•n ' P ·• Jrng the 
tltt• :t:P .•1,• 

\\ !:1\· I,· \\,1• tr.:;·;'1:1: \:r 
:lh'lhl' 11•. Cr.t~l 'dt '"'. t.,,, .. 

HH-3C crewmen and 
the ~ton h:iJ a happy ending. 

Ju,t dnn't tap .-\1r111:111 Craft l'l1 
the 'lll11ildcr, that', :ill'. 

,\ class of ,\ir Trainin~ Co 111-

m.111d 'tudt'lll pil<'t' frll ·\ri111n:i 
'\...1e' 111 t lw1r T- 'I\ I 11/011\ "lud· 
hair m:u:..cd flit• ~··tr' ,,j 1:,,· 111 
•llJ't'T'llll!t" J'il1'l ll.llll1l1l-° \1.irt' th.II' 
i -uo flit•r, ":11, tr.11'1cd 11 tht· 
'llL)-nuk'-J't'r li.,111 /.. 11 11.1,:i 
dllflll).' t(lt' p .. ,t l.H \t',1r h.1 c 'l-

p1kd th.: Ill•''' ••llht.111d111; 'II·:\ 
rl'~t.,~d ,11 '1'': ,,JJ'l':"'' 'h.. 1 r"'·'".li ' 
11' tht \1r I nr,t 

3 I 

On Top & On Tap 
• The acromedical evacuation 

<>ystcm tn the Pacifrc i-; expanding 
from one acromcd e\'ac '>quadron 
10 an aeromed C\aC group and thn:c 
squadrons. 

• An Arr rraining Command 
plan would move Air Force's Chap­
lains School from Lackland Af·B, 
Tex . to ~1axwcll AF13, Ala. 

• A team of Air Force Medical 
Services officers al Lackland's \\'ii­
ford Hall US ·\F Hospital has devel­
oped a nC\\ dental appliance that m­
crca,cs the dfcctivc'less of radium 
thcrap: for oral cancer. 

•The Air National Guard i.; air­
lifting '>Ome I 0 percent of patirnh 
being mo1·cd through Air Forcr·, 
:.icrnmeJkal c1acuation \ \ Stem. 

• The late Gen . H 1·1. ( H.ip l 
·\rnl))<l, World \\'ar 11 kadcr of thr 
\r 1 Air Fnn:c-;. will be the '>U h­
it't't <• t a hi11graph~ now being \\ 1it­
tt•n. Publicallon by Random 1 l<•ll'>t· 
j, cxpccted "sometime in 19117." 

• \1 :1) Cien Rohen P ·1 :!\:or. 
Ch1ci ,11 l '<; \F Chaplarn'>. rt·tire'> 
1m ~cptcn1hcr I I Ii' rt'J'l:iccm..-111 
\\ 111 be Bng Ciel' hlwin R <'hl''-' 
\\ h•' h"' been 110111inatcd In t•1.: 
Pfl''>idcrn !Or rr<llllOtlOn to t\\\l·,t.11 
r.rnk 

• \ 1.!tnam-bound 0111.:.:~, .11d 
.11r111.:1 t UrH•t' .1b11ut ht111•1 1 , • 

,!.t.1'11• th, rt• will 1111d :I:.: .11. 
• i . 1 •pcc1.ll lour-p::g.: repor• .. ·1

1 "• 

... :d h•r th, 01.t11l,.:r l\'ll, I 11 

\ . '.,, 

Ou r congratulations to TSgt. 
L< ren Leonberger, euitor. and l11s 
st:•ff on 1hc· Bot Ii ng Al B /l1•e1111 , 

ha ,c 11cwsp;q11.:r. ' I he H1·11111 topped 
all other Air Forn· ha\l' llt'\\''>pa­
PL' f'> 111 1hc 1965 American I kri­
ta) ' C Contest, judged by N1•11·111 ce/..: 
M 1g:11inc editorial 1aflcrs. Earlier 
th s year the /11•<1111 W:t'> c11ed hy thr 
,\ r I orcc for 11\ "r\ccpti1111al j11ur­
n, lisllc conlrihution IO the l JS Air 
h ,rec 111fnrma1ion program and the 
:\ r Forcc mi'>sion ." 

\ ' ·sb dt•sii.:1wd for stol'I< t·ar 
Jr i1t•rs :ire hcing couplcd with ict· 
cl C'>t' :1' a pO'>\lhk· 11u.:a11'> of l.ccp-
111..: aircr.:w' cn11I 111 lropical he.It 
:11 d hu111idit) Tcsl rc-;ulh of the 
ch vice :ire undn 'tudy h) 1lw 1\l'ro­
'f :tl.:c \kd1cal R,·,ca1d1 I :th111a­

t1 ric.., I wc11t:-ti1c: p<•1•1HI~ nf irt· 
1\ •II kt·ep one 111:1!1 <:1111( 1111 f1111r 
•1 1.1rs. 

.\ ir Trai11i11g ('om111 :1111I pn·­
\ ·ptcd what could t':t\11\ h.111· hn:11 
.t \t' l lllll\ !11111.Jk p111h!t11' f111 11\t I 
~()(JI) rt'\."lllll" .II \111.1111111 \l·JI 
I.:\ 

\\ hl n .1 l11r11t, d 
I tllllll.!111' 111."Clllll'd 
' I II 111 h·hr uar} 

• 1th11·:t~. nl 

.11 I :1d.l.111d 
\ I I ,·111 th.-

I trllll• I•• \11111!1 •• lo 11.lllllfl" 

I I llll't'l !Ill .. 1\lt 'llllllllllll 

I ,,d,11! 111,l,il ll I 111 11 ;\ ,1 
1 

1'1 d 
I I .11rliltul lo• \ 1 Ill• 
Jh ,11 I' I< 11 \ l I 

I. Atllll 111 



~9l' 
Pidures hero show oduo/ rescue in North Vfotnom. HH-
3E (top), f/oni.ec/ by A-Ifs, hoods !or spot wht.!rn F-48 was 
downed. f •. 18 crew is found, and HH-3E hovers .... hile 
poromcclic D•.-nnis Croft (with helmet) otloch~s hoi~t 
to Worrnnt Officor D.D. Redmond r~.~cond from tap)­
Momrmts later, Maj. Eddie Paige, f-48 commander h 
lrflcd. Cruft rep;;,rls on condition oi men (second from 
l oltom) while Rcdmnr1d, wounclcd, sprawls on HH.3E cab­
'" I/oar. Tht.!Y rn/ox o /itlle (bottom} on wot home. 

AF Museum Photo 

l 5Mar66.jpg 



FRCM:. D~t 6, J8th Aerospace Rescue & Recovery Sq, A.PO US Forces 962Z7 

SUBJECT: Mission Narrative Report 17 Mar 66 

TO: 3rd Aerospace Rescue & Recovery Gp, (JS.ARC), APO US Forces 963C/7 

1. Mission Number: 6-38-58-15 Har)66~.'~;! 

2. SAR Alerted by: 3rd TFW Comnand Center. 

3 , fyPf' SAR .=craft Used: One (1) HH-43B and tw::> (2) ' Ilf- 1,.JF helicout ars. 

Recovery Helicopt~r Crews: 

Pedro 74 (.3 saves) 

RCC Cj.Et F.dwin A. Henningson Det 6, 38th ARHS 
CP 1 t Mark C. Schibler Det 6, 38th ARRS 
m1 AlC Thomas C. Story Det 6, 38th Afu'1S 
RS AlC Henry J. 01 Beirne Det 6, 38th ARRS 

Pedro 97 

RCC Capt Raymond L. }furden Det 6, .38th ARRS 
CP Capt Maurice G. Kessler Det 6, .38th ARRS 
HM AlC Alexander Montgomery Det 6, 38th ARRS 
RS SSgt David E. Hilsten Det 6, 38th AR,.qs 

Pedro 79 (2 saves) 

RCC Capt Joseph E. Symonds J8th ARRS 
CP Capt Louis J. Pottschmidt .38th .lRRS 
HM SSgt James M. Fitch 38 th A.'!ffi.5 
MT SSgt Howard L. Mott 38th ARRS 

4. Reaction ti.me from initial notification to picl:-up: 25 minutes. 

5. CAP assistance: One (1) USAF 0-lF FAC; Rescort : Two (2) U.S. Army 
UH-lB helicopter gunships. 

6. Area and type of pick ups: Day recoveries wi tr rescue hoist and stokes 
litter from hostile are~ heavily wooded with trees 50-150 feet high. 

7. Signalling equipnent used to locate 'WOUilded evacuees: Smoke grenades. 

8. Survivor's names and serial numbers: Neither available nor possible 
to obtain 



9. Summary of Events: 

A.t 1345 hours word was received that an est:i..:.-.oted 16 U.S. krrrrJ casualties 
t-1ere located in a heavily wooded ~ungle 105 degrees n.t 15 miles from. Bien 
Hoa AB (coordinates 10° 55 1N, 1CJ7 05 1E). Hoist and stokes litter operations 
would be required to recover them from this area wnich had a predominant 
tree line height of 125 to 150 feet. Pedro 74 was refueled, scrambled and 
airborne at 1355 hours for a reaction time of ten ninutes . Pedro 79 was to 
be scraobled from Tan Son Nhut to act as our top cover ship; they were air­
borne a short tine thereafter. Pedro 97 was ro.."'Periencing maintenance 
difficulty and would scramble to the scene as soon as their situation per­
mitted. Shortly after taJ:e off, radio contact was est:iblished with the USAF 
rwu· ~ Air Controller (F.H.C) who was orbiting the scene; he conducted a 

3ituJtion br:..3fi.ri _, r:or us during the enroute ~ight. Thoug11 t!'1t pick- up 
area ·.-1a6 no., described as ~ecure , there were numerous "friendlies'' in t he 
vicinity, and ground fire was not observed at any tii-:i.e during the mission, 
There were only scattered clouds in the area and visibility was excellent, 
so weather uas not a factor. Pedro 74 rendezvoused. with the FAC over the 
scene a few moments later. He was able to point o~t e.."'Cact pick up locations, 
and arranged to have them marked for us with smoke grenades. This assistance 
was invaluable and expedited the process consideraoly because the casualties 
were Yidely dispersed and without radio equi;nent. In only one instance 
was it necessar-.r for us to lower 3. _?are.nodic to -th~ t:,-rou..'1d to detcrnine if 
a~~:!.stance was required. The first and second co.s.io.lties to be picked-up 
.._..cr0 :recovered from a 11bowl" (low spot) in the jun5le canopy a...Jp:::'oxinately 
50 to 75 feet below the rim of tree tops surroundi;g the :i.mnediate area. 
The initial survivor was hoisted aboard and secure:i in the cabin without in­
cident und the creu proceeded to recover the seconi wounded mnn from the 
same spot. Then, while the helico)ter uas hovering at approxi."'!Ul.tely 65 to 
7') i'cet altitude with a cusuclty 50 feet off the g:ound in the hoisted 
stol:es litter, a power loss occu::-red. Hover power settings had been a 
steady 36 psi torquer:i.eter setting with 255 to 257 : otor RPM. The co-pilot 
confin:ied that all performance instruments had bea1 indicating 11 in the 
green". Wit.'1out any noise, vibration or other indication of difficulty, 
except for a gradual settli.."'lg of the aircraft, rot )r P..PH dropped to 230. 
Efforts to increase RPH with the engine speed go'le-~nor sui tch were un­
successful. A. portion of the hover-clearance a.bov3 the trees was sacrificed 
in an effort to regain RH·1 by lowering collective 3lightly; this technique 
was likewise unsuccessful. What little hover-clea:·ance above the trees 
remained was "traded end played" in a desperate la3t-ditch effort to keep 
the helicopter airborne b-/ sliding into translatio:ml lift. By a series 
of gentle turns to take :ldvcntage of low saddles i.1 the tree tops the heli­
copter uas nursed in n. shallow clilllb up and out of the heavily uooded jungle. 
From the time that the power loss occurred until t :1e helicopter had climbed 
out above the trees the rotor RPM never varied fron 230 RFH. This 230 REN 
remained constant despite the many and varied comb_.nation of factors, any 
of which should have produced a change, i.e., effoJ'ts to llbeep't it up, ··.:"it 
the transition to for\rard flight (translational li:,t) and increased collective 
power settings to 39 psi of torque. Only after tho trees had been cleared, 
the helicopter was accelerated to above 40 knots, ;:nd the collective power 
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setting was reduced by 10 or :nore psi of torque was it )ossible to regain 
rotor P .. PM to the norreal O_?erating rimge, ll.Ild even then it seemed a slow 
process. It ap,eared as if the rotor IffH respondei very sluggishly to 
efforts at restoring it to 248 RPH. The helicopte: was flo>m to the nearest 
clear area, landed, shut-down and inspected. :fo d'JDD.ge or deficiencies 
were noted a.'1d so the helicopter was thoroughly ru 1-up, checked in emergency 
fuel, etc., and then flown back to home base vi th ninimum crew and a UH-lB 
{;Unship escort. Pedro 74 1s two recoveries had bee.1 transferred to Pedro 
79 who ev~cu.o.ted them to the 93rd U.S. Army Field Iospital. Pedro 79 then 
returned to the pic.1c-up aree to recover two more c isual ties who were awaiting 
evacuation. After dropping off 2 of Pedro 741 s cr 3w nembers ut Bien Hoa AB, 
Pedro 97 also returned to the pick up scene, but r 3coveries had been tem­
ro.curily sr·~u.::'ed in t: _·e-.. whil. t.'1.e ground sear :!h for additional casiu.lt:".c-:i 
cc.n; _"lueci Eotb ?edro ?S and Pedro 97 then racove.-~ed a.t Bien Hoa .'J3 i;c rC'--­
:.\~cl :mC:.. <...J.:i..i t i ...rther develop.net. ,s/instructions . A. t 1745 hours .::. . eq~e3,~ 
\-ius recei7cd fron the :!.r..~ident site for the recove:-y of one deceased which 
>ms supposed to have represented the final casual t:r in the area. However, 
a short time later it uas determined that there ua.> t'.Ilother injured :::;urvivor 
for pick-up. Pedro 741s crew took off (in another helicopter) for the 
scene at 1800 hours, arriving in the area approximately 10 minutes later. 
As before, the FhC directed the helico~ter to the exact pick-up site, and 
exce?t for the conplication of strong and gusty 15 knot surf ace winds in 
the area, t.J.'le final survivor and the deceased were hoisted out without 
difficulty. Both were then flmm to the 93rd U.S. Army Field hospital 
ne~ Bien Hoa, after which Pedro 741 s crew returnee. to hone base, mission 
completed. The coordination ond support from resct.p (J'AC) and rescort 
(UH-lB) crews during this mission was outstanding; both parties uere very 
cooperative end responsive to our needs. This was especially true during the 
period co:raplicated by Pedro 74 1 s in-flight emergency. The rescort and rescap 
personnel were also instrumental in si::iplif"Jing identification of pick-up 
locations through radio instructions, smoke drops, etc. Their assistance 
made possible a smooth running operation free from confusion and excessive 
radio chatter. The crews of the three rescue (Pech o) helicopters performed 
ver-J well; cooperation among them was excellent. I.specially wo:-thy of note 
was the skillful performance of Pedro 74' s hoist 01.erator. He was faced with 
an extremely critical and difficult set of circmnstances when the in-flight 
emergency occurred as he was hoisting a casualty. His quick-thinking and 
professional response to this situation were vital factors in preventing 
further injury or loss of the survivor during the sequence of events that 
followed. With regard to the in-flight emeraency, it should be noted that 
it was necessary to evacuate the helicopter (if at all possible) for two 
reasons: First, in an unsecure area such as that, the helicopter might 
lil{ely have been destroyed by hostile forces. Second, maintenance activities 
at that forward area would have been enormously con:plex. The return flight 
to home station was uneventful, and the mal.function did not reappear. How­
ever, no real effort was ma.de to duplicate the situation; every effort was 
made to 11baby11 the helicopter power-wise in order to make it horae success­
fully. An engine fuel control malfunction was the suspected cause of Pedro 
74 1s emergency. The fuel control has been replaced, and OHR and EUR reports 
have been/will be submitted. 

EDWIN A. HENIHNGSON, Cap 
Rescue Crew Col:llllander 3 



F:tOH: ~et 6, J eth Aerospace Rescue & Recovery Sq, :i.....JO US Forces 962.Z? 

SUBJ,;i;CT: Mission Ncrrative Report 18 Har E6 

TO: Jrd Aerospace Rescue & Recovery Group, (JS.i..1C), APO US Forces 96307 

1. Mission Number: b-JS-62-lb Har 66. ., 

2. SAR Alerted by: Jrd JS.ARC. 

3. &ill .Aircr~t UseJ: 2 !IH-43F. ~ 

RCC Cai,~t ::c.:'o:'..2. D. Stleu 
CP Capt Ronu.lcl 1. Bachman 
lll-1 .illC Gerald c. Hammond Jr. 
P..S S3gt David E. Milsten 

Crewembers of Seconder'/ Aircraft ~;ere: 

:ace 
CP 
Ill-i 
RS 

Ca_Pt Zdw....n ..l.. Henningson 
l/Lt Hark c. Schibler 
AlC Thor.las C. Story 
AlC Henry J. 0 1Beirne 

4. Reaction time from notifica.tion to pickup: JO TI.nutes. 

5. CAP Assistance: l 01- F, 1 C-47, 2 UH-lB 

6. -Arca and type of pickup: IIclicoptcr landed in i clearing in a rubber 
pl::.ntation. Casualty end deceased were litter load 3d on board. 

7 . Casual ties were lo c.:::.ted b'<J flare and radio dire ~tions . 

8 . Survivors name: Captain Kent Miller, U.S. A:rrrry Deceased name: unlmovm. 

9. Summar/ of Events: 

Det 6, J8th ARRS was notified b7 3rd JSARC at 2050 hours, 16 March 1966, 
that several Spccia.l Forces personnel were serio-c1s1~ · wounded and needed to be 
cv.:.cuated. '.J7 helico?tcr fron an insecure area (105.31 , 10713E) as soon as 
possible. The primary alert helicopter was airborn( at 2100 hours, the second­
ary helicopter at 2110. Shortly after take off comr:unications was established 
between the Forward Air Controller and a light fire control team.. A.t approxi­
mately 2110 the forward air controller had the perscnnel on the ground fire a 
flare to help guide us to the area. Once in the art a I asked the fiare ship 



tO dfop"a flare to mark the spot and to drop it on the north side of tlie landing 
a.rea1 as the wind was from the south and would drift the flares a""1ey from us 
and also put the light to our back1 making the approach much easier. Personnel 
on the ground pinpointed the area with flashlights . With the fire control t eam 
close by, I decended and landed in the small clearing at 2.117 hours. The Rescue 
Specialist was escorted by 3 canoui'laged VietnDI!lese special forces per sonnel 
about 100 yards into the jungle where one of the cc;sualties lay. The helicopter 
mechanic immedi at ely began l oading the other casualty (he had been killed 
inst antly) aboard the helicopt er. Working with extrene speed and efficiency 
t hey had both casualties aboard the helicopter in less than 4 minutes after 
our landing. After t clce off we received instructicns to take the casualties to 
9Jrd Field Hospital near Bien Hoa. The Rescue Specialist gave first aid on 
the wc.y to the hospi teJ. . Th C•'..~t!.'.l.l. t:r, Cc.,:> ... Kent : J!.~(·r : ::: bee1: -b.ct ·' t::.e 
r~gh~ arm anc in both l egs , ~rea.le.ng yne1 beJn~ th~ ~1~t 1 .~ pri~"J" 1~ 
secondary hel icopters r ett<:""! tc :;:- · .3. HoE. ut 215; ~c.. .__rs . T .. e t wc !·esc-..::.e 
helicop ers flew 4 sort i es f · l+J5 hv.x.r:. 

US.lF 
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.follavir.g an urgent :-equ.ut tor help, ,two Jolly Gritn (d.3•31) ~mm--~-·------ __ _ 
atMnd! n.:; • t.ri;.> al.rt 1n a re111ote •rH of Southea8t ,\ ;sU 1 wre dincted \e 
rect'7Ver lJ trlendl.1 troops cut o!t enc S\ll'J"'Chlnded b1 Ui.a Patll•t tao foroe1. 
The Joll1 Cre•n.e !irat Mei t.o ce!·Jel .tuxilliry tana an.i tban t he interml 
in order t o contigun th9 aircraft tar the reconry e!tort. 

Opoc joininc tr1 th additional reeow17 •ireftft, t o1r Sk:1niden of tM Ul&r 
(Sand1'8), the tea• ?~.c!ed to ~r r sr""J7 area toea t4d 082/2 tJ"Cm U.. 

t J1SA 717 1 per..ic-..iurar e 1~ in1'h:" .: <r · t"l!"l ?S tilo- oop. nd bl• 
~ 1 ... t i.om; o! <;Uli. •;.1• • cl11nc ,,una. · -J r entry to the &:.:'at 

c!v'..sed that t.h1w Ldnit:IU:a !t: l t:.i t.udo _. - d 4nf5 y g;·o .. 1. ~ fin 
6500 !i.5t. 

Upon arriwl ot the recowry te•~ at the soent, a ~ite...,!T"_ •• t4t bl / 
di~u~d •• • reeognition 11.r,ml. Th• aignal •• !intll7 l.oc;ated 1a ~ 
juat about th• 909t inlccesubi. 1rea a person coul d g9t. It •• latel' 
deta.ined t.hat th• gowrment troope wn loreed 1..at.o the area bf tM 
atnendl7 tore••• It la a .,..intainous, N ji'ged a ri:a, &M • landiac WI 
1Jlpoai~le • I fln Jolly Green Sl 1.nto the oanyon exj>eeti.ng r•tallitorJ 
f1re bu\ DOU W• ertdente Prior to t.hia, tb9 Sen fy CNVS had fiOWD ntl' 
the an• t.o euaim •nd poaaibly deteot •n&7 growld .torcea. I a an 
th• pre•me ot the 8and:r aircratt pre.an~ •rrr c -owwt tire tr. beU. 
•1-d 1n 01J' di.rectian 9inee frl.endl:r airenft bad reported IJ'CUd tin 
jut prior t.o OU' •ntl-1 to th• pie mp •!'99. 
Oii IQ' tint entry to th• oenyon I •• foroed at <lie to laot ot ••illlale 
powr. I nut aated Sanq for a noJm b<ab to bi9l p deteraine ldmt ~ 
ion. ru. ta.1 readil7 supplltc and 1\ aal.7 ah~l that t.beN •• • 1dM 
at au. ~ .. trip into tbl oanycm -· .. t» in n dilferent tin.u. 
and a pawr oblot •• perloned, follO'Wlld bJ" a bcm>r owr the inpp .. -·' 
The bcdat •• lowered and nooT1J7. 1ni Ua ted. !hrou.gti~ t th.it mun._.,, 
th• luq at..ronn Mintained a noe tnok pmttem •round t.be ~°"rUL..~ ... p' 
10111 GN.M to d11oourage any would be •niper fl'G t llhooU.nc. I •leoteJ;. t 
\o hOftJ' b.1&b 1a order to ban altitude to U9CU te an -.rpnq m' s 
of th• oontined area. Thia 1lt1tum •• ner 200 :!e•t abnl t.bl t.e :r • 
and oa.t ot CJ'OQ.nd etfeot. I p1ckff up three Mn i n iiy tiJ'd 1ttellpt ~- ~ 
•• about to bed.it tbt fourth "1tl111 ay 12 engine tiPe •mine licb\ ~ -; ;j 
uinlted. I lnforMd lol~ Oren S6 that I vould '..ib to leaw the \ Q. 
to check thin&• onr end allov hi.a to cont1me witll the nCOWJ"7• .. ~(... 
ntrl•'ftd one •n only and nperienoed ICM d1tf1culty with bl• a1~ . \-4 
Lo• ot ai,r; ~· .~~- l ,f h• contimed •nil I aabct it w coal• la... \; ~G 
DNl'"7 amt 1 -~ ·mmter ..., i-uencen to hi• a:treftt\ •ad ..U.. ..;.t_ l6 :\ .it 
w1U. the ;i&im~ liith lolly Green Sl. In the Man t1M I w9' '-* t..,Ririf?t::.. 
• tovtb •t·t..Pt• · followinc picmp .r th• liUa •n lt. ••"'-"-'till\ ~J .~ 
tu.Ptlln- ,t~~a.,. would endlnpr tba loUJ area°"'' ot ~pl.a tM J ~ 
....,. I had 1balM tba ail'Onft, du to thl lildtc1d ~ "i'°ia!la'MAl!a~-~~~ 
PN••~•-t«:Ht. 33 an.I' t.11.ng •ctri•d t.Mt ~ olo•8' b1.111GJ ;?:,s- / 

1 ;Lo / :.0 PARC. ~og r.c . .J.L£ ~ j ~ '- · 
- --·'··---~-- /,fS· f!i/'lf-· 
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CatliJENTIAL 
wn located then and w could •1'ely land and ot.noed the pu•npn 
and reUinl tar tbe nM~ •!&ht. •rroundlld eold:ten. 

Opcm n1w'n t.o tb• piolmp area, lo~ GJ'Hll S6 reooftnd tOu.r .n. -
bJ hoUt, and I ncownd ~ r .. iaing !cur rta the •• •tbod, Aaldat 
~· Sanct.T ai~ntt prortdad rescap f<lf' t.ll• .10U1 Qreena and kept. tJae eDm,J 
nQ' tr• e»r area. I vollld lika tp ;i.oht out tha ~ t.hi• •• aot a nnml 
•nructIOlP bl\ a reacua and that a piciitup from atrer 200 tee\ taa• u 
eternity, it not on th• clock, in .., aiDd. lo doahi the re..,. ... tel\ 
8Cmnbat appnhen.1h• abo.it cc:a:ing ap .. 1oh a long t•1 al•o• Qlite p1111"1l• 
to• Ui• helicopter 1• q' ite YUlnJreble to pound fin but 1n a dt.uU. 
whieh w encountered, • low ho-nr ana lo•• at rot01• rpa could lll'OW te '99 
d1••t~• ai r. • th ~1-:.1pe route • • onr J1dce ano t. ~ neoeutta~ 

oUab vi~ llD alN•": d6 .. ... -S.ONting o1 ~tioa :rewlUJli from -., .. 
~~ how:r p.aid o.4f duiJll ., iiUi pieku • tint S-V°OUd• ._s .. 

wn topped 8M w aper1aeed l'O\Or droop vi._ 11 h t.be bdn. I 
etmoted • sndlal ...... t to obtaia edditiwl rpa .... as.r1,11d-.. .. 
•~11..llc u to JlllD'MP ~· ... la tonard fi.1Pt et 2S lmet• ab1•11•• 

The m..ioa •• pertorMd •• requea1.4d and •• eueceeatu.l. "- t.hirte• 
Coftrmen\ t.roo1>9 wH returned t.o fJ'11ndl7 toroee, 

Thi three or• raban o! loU1 ~en 51 which•• anignrd tow lird, ,..... 
to19d in• ~ndablA MnMr. · I would l1kt to aiacl• tb• •'and 
~Dd tA• for \Mir per!ol"'Mnoe o! cl.lt7 during an extre.17 dUts..l\ 
ldaeion Sato known hoetile territory with ~cu •puoemnta. 

Captain ~19 V r'Bitd7~ r· Co.:Pi 1ot 
A.10 Jto~rl I. Crite•, _ Helicopter Me~ai• 

John J. De~ :rn,] PaNMoie 

fecWlioal J>atat OAT 28°c, Prenare .Utitude )000' 1 Jul CIFl board tliOO 
lba. 11n pereom on boerd r .. fi.nt 1& pio&lp8, taa 
'otal or nine penonnel. O...r 200 Ifft ol bot.at eable .... 
tor ffoh piomp. 

wwwt o ~ ""11tui'n69l02 
Ctp'91nt rJSAI 
..... Cm ~ndel' 
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KISSIOl: HAf..RAT!VI 
2) ·~rcn 66 

JOll;y oi-.en Sl and S6 wi • ee:N."lbl• 1rr?-Oia--.e.r !~t opereti~ rite tO 
Nco.ar a ~..,up o'i· !rif'ndly f()l"etc ~ .jj o• 3 positior:.i; bad ~c-fr. o~r""ru.n.· 
liter adj'.1~tinr, ou r ! -.:.cl load !or -hf; iniHiOn w r.r<>eeeded to the rw­
oonry area with four Sand;y {A-1.S'') as e5cort. An ilr .lnerlca Helio 
C.rrier •eted a1 Forward . Air Con ~roller. The areJ ;.-as nof' t 'il• ind 
poai ticn 'Wi1 ' Vfth1n t•iro J:liles 01· <n.0\.-'n '.hos t ile g-.u1 empla otJMnt•• 

~,,,, .. ' 

4'0117 Green Sl oroeHded in ior • ;>ick1tp with Slrcya prOTiding 09P •nd 
.-olm plus !1rlnr a f8'1 "8ll pl.a ,_.,.. rocket. to c!lecours~ untr1•1ldl7 
t ore• loea ted t.r. t.be • .unc 

n w1 ol-1'1.oua w were too hta~ to contim• th• pickupa. I eoord• ·\ 2 .1i\'t ._,.,, 
tnated with the FAC to lud ue to the close1t M!t land~ area to -
o!!-load the persor ... "!e l alnaoy oi cked ·1p ~nd to burn off acd1t 1ona1 
fuel, reducing the c:rou wei~ht. Both Jolly GreenJ prcceeded to a 
ne•rb1 L1u lit.41 oft-loaded aur ~eeengen and re tumed to the piell- ·N··-• ! 
up area. J oll7 Green '6 proc«ded in ttist ane pi ~kerl up 4 !ION .:. !f O:. ·, ·'iY. 
P-er•onnel oe the hoist tolla.ed b;r Jolly Green 51 mo picad up \bl l \ ...... :': 
nMini.ng S personnel. One MOH 1'Cnent ot terror, one ot the s-•• ~ ~'.~ 
eqera in loll)' Green 56 dropped a hand ~NNIU 1n th• eebin o~ '%. ··~ 
Mni. Both Joll1 Green• plua eecort pro~eded b9c1 to our tol"Wrd ~ -; ~--
aperatine •it• without illcident with the ~reonriel reco..ered. ~~ ~ · 

Low Bi.J'd • Jo~en Sl ~b Bird - Joll;,;Green S6 \,? 
RtC IObirt D. n, Cipt Woru.i e. ica. oot, cap\ 'a ~ 
BCCP Dale f • Hardy, Capt 
HM lobe rt 2. Cri tea, ilC HK Theoeo :-!' 1 M. YQlll&blood, llct ~ \ r 
PJ John J. Dal:Jlll•u Ill, .&20 PJ Villi•• a. Daniela, Ille\ ~ L -

I011Ll1 8 • KAMHoor l ARODC # '-_/__~~~~~~ t::::·;t;!~ ~ :.· 8 
Captain, USAF · . Dit!U iSif"3D 1F't%R 12 ? .... 
118cua Crev CownderrftRJlCI ')OD Dll 5200.10 -

~~tHAL 
· • ,. -~~ . A;'~Sc r". C&!lf/J _ 
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Low Bird - Captain Cowell Sigh Bird - Ca::itain 0 1 Dell 

At 083.?Z Jo.Uy Green 54 (Low Bird) and .?3 (High Bird) were scrambled 
out of ifakhon .Phanom AB by Compress for a reported beeper cont.act at 
coordinates 1747N .L0.?42E Ob.?o H.adial 64 Nl·~ Channel 89. 

We were airborne in 8 minutes and flew out the 030° radial of Channel 
89 to 40 Nli DHg then turned east to an orbit point north of the rescue 
area. We arrived at the orbit ?Oint, b5-?3 NH on Ob2° radia..1. Channel 
69, e:.t 'J915~ and rem-.:... ~d tnere awaiting t 0•1tc on( of .. ,•_ electron:c 
t r ia,1gulat.i.on ope:-at. .... 0:· conducted t2· the , _ , airc.r ".!:"l; . . later 
research of intelli_;F:.·~e data revealed t_1a·, 0t.. r orbi':. pc..t.ter r.. ?lace.:.. 
us over the .ho Chi .:_:: Trail in ar. Lc..A defended area . ·.le were at 
7 ,JOO' in heavy haze and could not distin;uish terr ain features • 

.A.t 094~Z Sandy i'ligh~·· :;i reported tnat they had ·;-o:.ce contact and a .- I r"'" n 
good fix on the survivor to a sr.:all geograpn:.cal area. We then w~lf1f' ~ f'f ··-
into the area under the direction of Sandy 31 and he showed us th~ f\· \f 1-?.JJ· -
gorge the survivor was in. l./"'l\N 

After recon::ioi tring the area and eva1ua ting ?ossib .. e aooroach rou -ces 
Jolly Jreen .?4 Jettisoned tio tar'l!<:s .-a.ad attemDted 1,he f.;irst ap';Jroach . 
This ap9roach and five subsequent af)~n:·oaches were ~ .bor-ced due to 
extreme turbulence and a down draft encountered along the clifr where 
tne survivor was. These concii tions provoked a los~; of aircra1·t control 
and loss of rotor .:Lry~·i -chat forced us on each occas :.on to make a rudder 
turn to the right and dive away down the s;;orge. A:'ter escaping the 
down draft normal aircraft control was regained. =..a.ch ap?roach was 
executed at a different route, angle, and altitude see~-'.:ing an en "trance 
to the survivors position. At this t:L11e Jolly Green .?4 was final 

.. . 

bingo. Jolly Green 53 then assumed low bird and J olly Green 54 depar~~ 0 Q 
8 ~ ~ ~ l 

for Channel. 9. > 0 ?;; 
~ ~ '!2 
g f; ~ 
~ .. ~ () 
'< > 

Jo.Uy Green 53 also made several passes at the sur1·ivor a nd when he 
al.so could not get into the g orge he decided to drop a package of 
E & E ec;_uipment. He did this with t.he survivor dir ec-..,ing the drop 
with his emergency radio. He later repor t.ed that ~,he package landed 
quite close to him but ro.Lled down . the mountain and he couldn't 
recover it. 

An attached report covers Jolly Green 53' s activi t ::.es on this mission. 
Jolly Green 54 landed at Channel 89 at 11252 

Jolly Green 53 continued to fly over the area of t h e downed pilot 
looking for a suitable area for him to either c.Limb or des end to 
for a rescue attempt. Sandy 31 and Sandy 32 continued to circle 
the area for cover protection. Several fly over's were made over 
the top of the ridge looKing for a suitable landin£; area in hopes 
he may be able to climb up on top . The turbulence : down drafts, an 

c s -\ 
~ b:.__9 
i ,--L 
' \L.o ~·\<;- > '0 ·':"7 

I" <::1 !~,..:, 
r ' I \' 

~\('I ......r\· r;~ 

~ 

I ["':\ 
l Q 

~ "-.... 

updra1·ts were so severe that we had to depart the .:,rea on -cop. We i--.------ ....L..: 

did not locate any suitable area on top. Attempts were made to hover 
into a position over him, but the turbulence was s o severe, we had to &,r;- /lJJ- Ot;V 

, ~il1::{~16fi2 !' 'S±(,, 
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coiffiDt~T\Al 
break off. tle nade voice contact with tlle pilot aI ,d sugzested to h::i..In to 
try and clir.lb down the slope as far as possible ann we would ma.Ke another 
attempt the fol.lowing day. He agreed and was very cooperate in doing 
anything he cou.Ld to help. He didn't thi.n1<: he cou •. d c.Limb any further up 
slope, but thought he cou.Ld make it down slope. A..-1. indication~ were that 
the pi.Lot was in exce.Uent condition, ment.al and prysical, and that he did 
not need immediate assistance. We suggested since it was getting dark, for 
him to find a safe area and bed down for the night , Crown ':>7 and us discussed 
the possicili ty of dropping some water, food, and Emergency items to the . 
pi.Lot. We assembled a kit which inc.Luded 1 1'1-lb, __ -38, 2 radios, .L navy 
knife, 1 canteen of water! l. Beacon .Light, 1 b.Lanke t, and .LO in-.:aignt 
ra t.l.ons . e con tac teci thL _;i:Uot and tol.c'l hirr ~·1e he d c- k:.. '_; with water, food, 
&.1.a. sur·:'..•::f.J. i t.:~,·.s the. ·,. wr .; -· .;..le dro:) hi.1. •· _ :;as ve; - pleased to he;~..:­

t.his . ~le to.id ::L"r. we ;;er r..o.ki!"' a .:'l·r --,r a ·ci i. ' r.,· c .lu sec us ·, c 
guide us over his pos::..t.io.: .::;.nd tell us wnen to dl·o!>. ie pr oceeded in and 
with his directions guided us direct..Ly over hir.i . On ui3 signa1, we made 
our drop. He said it was a good drop and that he ~,noui;:;ht he cou.Ld get to 
it. It was determined later that the kit rel.led down t.he mountain . Dark­
ness was setting in and because o.!" the severe turbt,.Lence, further attempts 
to rescue him for the day were called off. 'l'le inrormed the pi.Lot that we 
would be back the next morning. He said Okay and ·,hat he wou.Ld come up 
at ObOO .Loca.L on his radio. Jolly Green 53, SandiE:s /~1 and 42, and Crown 
57 de!)arted the area at 11452 for A1fa. Jolly Green 53 .Landed at 12).)Z. 

P.Lanning for recovery of the downed ~i.Lot on the morning of 24 harch bb 
was accomplished on the evening of 2J Harch . An H::- 43B helicopter was 
requested from Udorn AB and arrived at NKP on the evening of 23 r-;arch 
.L9bb. The downed ?i.iots position was approximateJ.:r 2UO feet down from 
a ridge at a~ altitude of .)400 feet. Two possibJ.e methods of recove!"J 
were plaIL~ed. One was "tile recovery of the ~ilot o:· H:~-433 aircraft, 
winds permitting . It :.1as t.he O?inion of all the J olly Green pi.Lots that 
the HH-4JB, with its exceJ.lent high al ti tu de perfor mance, wou.Ld be a 
better aircraft for maJ<:ing the pick up at .)400 fee ·; . The next n~ethod ~ ~ 0 0 
p.Lanned for makL"lg the pickup, if t.ne HH-4JB could not accompiish the -< -;. o S, 
mission, was to .Land a .Pony Express CH-JC on a ievol spot on top of t.h e i ~ 
ridge with two pararescue men. The pilot was loca ;ed about 200 feet :i. -~ ~ 
down the steep ridge and it was fe.Lt that the two pararescue men cou.Ld '::' > 
get him to the top where he would be picked up and r1own out. The CH-J ~ 0 ::i 
was uti.Lized because of its J.ighter wei~ht and reduced fue.L.load . Jo.L.Ly \._ R._~ 
Green aircraft, to accompJ.ish this phase of the mi:;sion, wouJ.d have had L:J~ 
to blow his tip tanks before landing. He would then have had insufficie19 f"-J\<::"' "7, 
fuel to loiter int.he area unti.L the PJ's had brou ;ht the ;)iJ.ot to the ~ \"S\~n 
ridge top . In addition the CH-JC (Pony Express) wa s uti.Li~ed as escort ~~\ \~ 
for the HH-4JB. The rescue effort was planned for a dawn recovery as \ ; M 
it .was thought that the turbulence would be less a ·, this time of day. ~ ~ c. 
Sandy Jl flight .Launched from NK.P Just prior to 0.)00 hours , 24 harch, 
2 Jo.L.Ly Greens l aunched at 0.)05 hours and Pony Expr ess and Pedro at 
0530 hours. The p.Lan called for t.he Sandys to accomplish an e.Lect.ronic 
search to determine if the pilot had .Left the area. It also ca.iled 
for the Jolly Greens to pinpoint the downed pi.lot :."or t.he HH-4JB 
att~~E!':t~g~~,fk,~~~~~:~{rlfsucessfu.L because of t he severe turbulence 

- - · , •)It] ~ r.;'/ :lF] 205-2 · ~b2~6 j 
(D~·r.c) ·- ~ltJE'.Nt~qARRSSCNo. 

Robert1
Line

Robert1
Line



-., ..... 

.... 

~e!N1lt '~ -<c 

exp~ri:nced in th~ area . 

24 :.:ar, 2205Z . Jolly Greens 53 (low bird) and 54 (high bird) departed 
CH 89 for SA~ area . 

24 :·far, 2250Z . Arriv;d area a..11d Joll:r Gr~en S3 en-ared canyon to t ry 
recover t he pilot . The mountain was covered with C' l ouds arrl visibility 
was r estricted with haze to about 2-3 mil9s . The •ind was still gusting 
fron 3S to SS lmots a~ound ',he mount ain peaks with extreme tu::::-bubnce 
i:Tithin the canyon a:-ea ~rith no definatc T:1ind direc ·,i on . The downed 
pilot had spent the night on th~ hdse arrl ~vas on -,he air to talk to the 
Jo:'::_~, 'J:!'ee:1. s~w~ral nc.~s :" we attimnted t< hi '"' r"'' ;_ti er '·Ti t.h no 
s;.:c..,;ss . Jo:.::..: .::r een S3 :.:0ved out t o lr~t P::.d:·o O.; r. 

24 ~far , 22302. Pedro 05 and Pony:x pr e ss Ob depar - ,c~ " B c~ t o SArt a.·1:::a . 

24 r:.ar, 23302 . Pedro 05 and Pony 3xpress 06 a:-ri VE d rescue area . Pedro 
OS received situation briefing f'ron Jolly Green S3 and made attempt into 
downad pilots position, Pony ~press 06 orbited ar ··a ~ri th J ally Green S4 
(high bird) on fir st attempt in Pedro OS lost l\ TJ.S and ':llov;d out due to 
extr~ri.e turbcl9r:ce and d01·m drafts . s~cond at temp-, al::;o failed and lovr 
fu:l sta,·e r~cuired h~ ret-irn to CH 89. Jolly Gre• n Sh s t art ed escorti ng 
him home wit11 Sa..'11.dies L.l and 42 . Pony 2xpress 06, ~-rith two para.rescue 
men ab oard, att9mpted to lar:.d on the mour:tain top ·.,o let the PJ 1 s out 
to repel to the dmmed pilot . High '·rinds and extr :1".e tur- bulence t erm-
inated his efforts and he s t arted hor.ie to t?scor t PE:dro 05 to c:r 89. 
Jolly Green Sh returned to act as hi gh bird. Joll_:r Gre!:3n 53 gai1e 
instructions to the downed oilot as to the directi"'cn to S"Lart walki.'1f 0 
out of t he canyon . Jolly Gr'3en 53 then s +art"?d se1rchin7 the low~r ~ ~ 9 t; 
,Port ion of ~h3 can; on for a possi'ol'3 s'..li ta':::le area to l8t off :?J's ?> 9 t/}i 
to intercept the pilot and assist hi.."11 out . After Beare 'ling th1 a::::-9a %- '; ~ 
it was decided that no area within walking distancE' of d01med pilot ~. '?:. 0 

~ .... - ?> was safa t o pu t out PJ ' s . Jolly Gre8n S4 ~ad checl:ed t he surro'.111ding 1: ~ 0 ..-\ 
valli 1s ard fo:;nd five villag'3s :·Tit 1in foll!' or fi v ' ;.iihs of "Lhe r eSC'.l 9... '5 
ar8a and a trail ran within three mibs o f the pilot . At 00152 both ~;~ 
Jolly Green 53 and S4 departed the a!'e a to return ·,o CH 89 and landed, \~~ 
at OllOZ . 'a \""\-.. 1 ' 'l. 

% -S\ 'Q 
2S Nar, 024SZ . Jolly Green 53 and S4 departed for another rescue attemp~ \~ 
;-re arrived in t he area at 03302 . Contact ~"as made wit h the pilot and he \1 " .::J 
was still in good condition and making progress d01rn hill . He said he ~ 
had found s ome fresh water . J ally Green 53 and 54 made several fly bys ~ 
alone th::? r idge area woore he was . The turbulence was still too severe ,.-f' 
at the location he was at . Sandies 41 and 42 flew sever al lav passes 
near the area a r:d confirmed our r eport of the turbl1l ence . Crown 57 
asked us what the possibili ty was of l etting pararHscue men datm by 
hoist at a l ower l evel and have them walk up slope to r endezvous with 
the pilot. After discussing it with our pararescue~ man and t he crew 
members of Joll y Gre '3n S4, we all agreed that we would be r isking the 
lives of two more crew members , a .r.d as l ong as the down~d pilot was in 
good condit ion, it was determined by all that the nost s<?ns ible thing 
to do was to have hi..11 vralk dClm th~ slope a s far a ,; pos s i bl e t o a lower 

..,. ' "•: \ - -.. - ' 
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altitude . Then we could possibly a-:?t out of the s~1ere t r:rbul:?nce and 
also have better aircraft _p3rformar..ce in order to mike a hoist pickup . 
Compnss rela.y'3d a messa·:e through Cro-vm and sugg<:?s bed a pos s i ble para 
drop of t:vo uarar -:?scue '1en ar:d 'iave them rendezvous with t he pilot. 
This sugpstion was considered, but was cietermined )y all that a para 
jump into ::iountainous junrrle with s;vere winds was 1ot feasable . First 
of all, conditions would of had to have been ideal. The pararescue men 
would of needed tree s uits, jump chutes , spotter chJtes, and a qualified 
Jump Master . Several attempts were made by Jolly G:-een 54 to approach 
the a:-ea from different dir'3ctions and altitudes an i each time the 
terrific winds caused us to abort our approach . '{e were in voice contact 
,,,,...,.,.. •. 1-ial:' <C'tr · •ith tl- ~ nilot m~ 1-ie c- ve us his p ~orress . ·ve kC'lpt on 
,. l:i."ll ~c; cc:r':;inu~ or ·1o:·rr hilJ. as .far l:s c ' ·~.c: "C ;0 ·et o'J.·, c~ 

·.i0 wa:: in vr~ 7 good S:Ririts with s1 f:·-·.c ,r."'. -·~ ~ '3=· -~?-..~ -:. :· :aJ·t r.::...1. 
at~t"ile . ·-fe t old. nim 1i0 keep movinc c r -.m hil:!. and. ;, ; .. Oul ,.. ·cl '.3.."'.Cth~r 

atte:npt in i.n :i a i"f:.9::-r.oon . Crrn~n 57 s..iggested he cone up e'dry hour on 
the hour . Jolly Green 54 had b3en eA-periencing a literal vibration and 
due to the severe turbulence we suggested to Crown )7 that we °.'T'B and 
try it later in the afternoon. Croim 57 gave us pe r"llission to return 
to Alfa. ·re departed the area at 0515Z along with 3andies l.D. am 42 . 
Jolly Green 53 and 51.i landed at 06102 . Joll~r Green 54 was out of co!TII'1-
ission af7,er landin~ at Alfa. 

At 0815Z, Jolly Gre=n 53 arrl Por.y 3xpress C6 again ieparted CH 89 to 
att2::ipt another resc~1e ard arrived in the area at C700Z The Sandies, 
31 and 32, made an elec ~ronic search of tt-.e canyon 3.!rl after determining 
the area ui thin 100 or so yards called in Jolly Gre m 53 . The canyon 
was still e'Ctr~:r:0l; t·1.,..'!:r·l-:n~ . '"b.-: piloc, r.:?d. :-rn. 1"."'1t ~is "Ta~ out o:' 
":.he cli f:' a:-ea :.'i ·:J.,· :-:c-~ 'i2 f~:-J. •l in ... o J ~'; c.~ '11 c ~ - ':" -:c';: -:-.1.i.r. . 
:-re was still not vi sable to any of the sea:ch force:;, but good radio 0 
cornmmication ~-1as possible . Several high altitude ;>asses were ~~ 2n~ 
the ~~neral area at about 5000' and he ~as pinpointed in the cotton;.. 9 V}> 
o~ a small ca~yon about 400 yards lon~ and 600' dee? . The sides a"t%- ~ ~ 
the top were about 250 ' apart narrowing to 120 feet at tree top 1 v~fi, 0 
The turbulence was still extrerrely bad on the rim cf tr.e canyon a ~ 0 ~ 
aircraft control was very difficult . Four more api:roaches into t - 9.-. 0 
canyon were made, each one lower until the Eind curr-ents could be · ~ 
evaluated. 6n the first of the four approaches the r 1 sited the pilo • ~~ 
After the fourth pass the tip tanks were jettisoned and one more pas 1~\ \' (-, 
over the pilot was made before rescue was attempted. The canyon had% 1 ~ ~ 
about a 30° down hill slope in the stream bed and e 3.ch approach was ,_. . \ ~-
over shot . The final attempt was made up the canycn to its end at "2 ~ 
110 11 airspeed with a flat rudder turn within the helicopters own ' ~ 
radius cl earing the end of the canyon by only a f ew feet before starting 
down_.in a steep approach. The turbulence was moder3.te in this area. 
A hover was made just down slope from the pilot and the helicop-r,er _) 
was backed up to set into position to effe ct a reccvery. There was ~ 
about 20 1 cleara.~ce on ~ither side of the rotor an~ 30' at the tail . 
The HM did an outstarrling job of dir0cting the hale positioning and 
us0d 240 feet of cable plus a few more feet by lowe r-ing the ' 11919-copter 
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a little . The '})ilot •.;as on a 20' roe]( and was t!:e maximum haight he 
could ?et to . The forrest pen."1etrato""' was let dowr thru a 10 1 bole 
in a tr88 canopy to wne::'e the pilot calmly unzippec the harness strap, 
P'lt it on and climbed onto the seat . Seconds after starting up with 
the pilot the engin1= fire waxnin~ li~hts ca.111e on, rothing could be 
done at that time . As soon as the pilot was aboarc takeoff was made 
and fire warning lights went out . 

Return to CH 89 was uneventfull. The pilot was given first aid by the 
PJ and did not seem to worse for wear from his o""'d <; al. When he cane 
up on the hoist he br ought a goodly portion of his survival equipment 
.. · +.-, 'ii.'11 . This 'pilot display-,d extreT".ely goc .> drement ~- : ::..ng th,.. 

.. s .. ~. oper2tion . '.i:nro11-b. his effort:; 01 _ . . .'..'or -~ ·c a.'cle t< 
r .::(~ ovcr ~~i :-.~ :rith no loss of perso11."lel . I. c~·-~ t~a~ rr _ ?~;:,er 1 
or i f hs hac1, a ttempted to climb up the cli!'1 · fter _c;.: L sur8l~ 
i:;·::uld have injured himself, requiring the !':r·.her r .:.sh 1.11 a ground 
rescue force . He never displ ayed the slightest fear or a?pre hension 
in these trying circumstances . It was clearly the most spectacular 
display of raw courage and cool headed thinking I r~ve ever witnessed. 

~~~~ 
\ Ha.jar , USAF 

Dov:ng::-::id:::d t0 C~~~IJT.TTIAL 
.l ~ :.tw 1970 

___ Lil P.FR 205- 2 

--- tDate) 

, 
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Nission Sorti9s arrl Flying Time : 
, '0 
. ' -----23 !-!arch 66 

Lo~v Bird - Jolly Gr<?en 54: T. O. 1535 - Land 1825 ( L sortie 2+50) 
Captain Cowell, 'Tilliam ~ . 

Captain Henry, David C. 
SSBt Watson, Robert J . 
A?C rKell~rman, Lav':?rne t.J . Jr . 

~..... . ... _ --·~"--=--~ 

~igh Bird - Jolly Green 53: T.O . 1535 - Land 1935 (_sortie h+OO) 
Cciota' ·- O 'D~ll, .James r, 

.. Jr -~' -~ v ,.,:t, Zrl:._ll~ f?. . 
S5..-;t C _adic ., 1iilia.'11 • .• ... ... -.,- ... -

~~- - ·- ~ ·'l".'"'1 _; . 

Pony ~xp~ss 06 : T. O. 1655 - Land 1935 (1 sortie 2 ·hO) 

Jacobs, Clyde C. Jr. , Captain, 
Lightner , C-eorge ~·T ., Captain, 
Sparks, Jim.inie c., SSgt ., 
··ru: :.1..,"'on, ,Eob;:r-t, A2-: ?J (w<?t 

Pilot 
_, Co- Pilot 
BM 

~~~---..._ 

, .1 CJ:, h .\~."".So ) 
' ~ ~ 

NOTS : Pony Zx:press i1tilizsd as High :9ird >Then Joll:· Green 53 departGd 
area. 

24 !·:arch 66 

Low Bird - Jolly Green 53 : T. O. 0505 - Land 0810 (: sortie 3+05) 
: ajo:- St~ar:-ia.n, "Salum L. 
Captain O'Dell, Ja.I:"~S C. 
S~gt Gladish, William R. 
A,.,.., '(.. ,...l"l,...~,.,.,,.,~ La'·~~~., ··r 'Tr. 

' - "' • ~- • .. ..... ' ' .•.• ,., • t) 

High Bird - Jolly Green 54 : T. O. 0505 - Land 0810 (1 sortie 3+05) 
Captain Cowell, William ~. 
Major Schmidt, Frank A. 
TSgt Heywood, Spence C. 

Pedro 05 : T. O. 0530 - Land 0730 
Captain "-1cMillian, Charles E . 
Captain Berd9aux, Donald R. 

(1 sortie 2+00) CLASSIFICA TlON .{1 

~
Or Chan~l'd to V.~~c~·~£J <. 

8
Y rity of-GD~ 7 _:::. 

. /2~ 
Pony Express 06: T.O. 0530 - Land 0730 (1 sortie 2+80) =-;:>_ 
Jacobs, Clyde C. Jr ., Captain, Pilot --5 

A2C Paprella, Andrew C. 

Lightner, George W., Captain, Co- Pilot . 
Hoosier , Terrell , TSgt., - HM ~1graaca t 
A2C Bratton, Willia~~ D., PJ (Det 5, 3E A~.'.S) 
A2C Wj~liamson, Robfjrt ., PJ (Det 5, 3 8" Ail'iIB) -
MarE : Pony Express escort for Pedro . 

6 i!MfilliJil!1 ffW. ffq AHRS SC No. ~ W6 3 
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:1ission Sorties and :<lying Ti.me 

24 :t·:a.rch 1966 
High Bird - Jolly Green 53: T. O. 0945 - Land 1310 (1 sortie 3+25) 
Major St"!arman, Ealum L. 
Major Schmidt , Frank A. 
TS gt Heywood, Spence C. 
A:~~ ·:lillia:::~, n, ..,ocert 
A'2C KeJ:!!..erman, Laverne .T. Jr . f 

Low :Sird - Joll y Green 54 : T. O. 0945 - Land J.,310 (1 '"'"' 1~ie 3+25) 
;a ~in C ~:l: Ja~~~ 0 • 
.J~i-;;ai.r ]"" ~ st .. ,.:..t, rl~.ng ?.. . 
ss ;t ~lac.-~ . :., :nr ia.r:- "'- ·~-~·~ 

Low Jird - Jolly Green 53: T.O. 1515 - Land1715 (1 sortie 2+00) 
Captain Cowell, William s . 
Captain H0 nrJ, David C. 
SS gt Watson, aobert J . 
A2" Keller::a..", Lave::-r:e ~'1. J~ . 

:righ 3ird - Pony ~xpress 06 : 
Ca:ptain Jacobs, Cl yde C. Jr . 
Captain Lio:htner, George W. 
SSgt Sparks, J:i.mrliie C. 

T. O. 1515 - Land 1715 (1 sortie 2+00) 

A2~ :':z::oi,ton, "Jil-i-iam D. (Det 5, 36AQ.._'t,S) PJ 
~hSIFICA TION CANCELLEo 

angcd to2 B ' ~ a: '!P'frr of ~~__:::, 
t.fEL IC O P'I"-';R -.;; C - (Datc)...u._g 

~rD~ r··r·~ ~..,,. .. r;..:n•-1.')CJ i.:.J. IUJ r ...... _. - . ..> 
Total Sorties Flown and Time on This Hiss ion : 

TO~ SO?.TJ3'3 : 11 
'l'OTAL TI' JS : 30+ 30 hours 

Jolly Green - 7 sorties - 21+50 hours 

Pony Express - 3 sorties - 6+40 hours 

Pedro - 1 sor tie - 2+00 hours 

23 Harch 66 

1 2 MA ( ~ru - : ... · .~::R 205-2 

t___(Date 

Sandy 31 and 32 low and 41 and 42 high elerent. 

24 !·!arch 66 

Sandy 31 arrl 32 1~·1 and 41 and 42 high at first lig'. 1t . 41 and 42 escorted 
Pedro and Pony Express back to Alfa and re.fueled. ~ 1 and 32 returned with 
Jolly Green to Alfa about 45 minutes later . 41 arrl 42 escorted Jolly Green 
back to the scene at 0255Z . Returned to Alfa at 06:.oz. 31 and 32 returned 
to site at approximately 0745Z along with Jo1.ly GreE n an:i Sandy 11 and 12 
from Udorn . All four Sandys remained on scene unti: . pickup was accomplished. 

7 

_( 
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Downed Flyer Outruns Reds, 
Is Rescued by Copter Next Day 

American Airman Hides in Hi 11 s m 
North Viet Nam Through Nig-ht 

SAIGON, South Viet Nam, fire opened up. 
May 2 (AP) - A United States Thia happened once again late 
Air Force pilot outran Commu· In the afternoon, with bullets 
nist pursuers afoot 11'1 ttie moun- stlcing through the cockpit of 
tains of North Viet Nam last one helicopter. 
night and rescue helkoe>ters A flaresttip wu c1Hed in to aid 
plucked him to safety at dawn in a niaht pickup, but Ingalls 
today. did not want his position pin· 

Three helicopter attempts late pointed by the flares. 
~esterday afternoon to rescue Air Force Col. Arthur W. Beal, 
Capt. James M. Ingalls of Palo from Orlando, Fla., commander 
Alto, Calir .. were driven off by of the Third Aerospace Recovery 
:ommunlst ground fire. lnga41s Group, was controlling the res-
1ad parachuted into the moun- cue via a radio hookup with 
:a ins at 3: 45 p.m . .after ground Saigon. 
'ire shot down his A·IE Skyraid· " We were certain the Com­
!r when he was flying a forward munists would tero in on In· 
1ir control mission over North gall s," said Beal. "The had him 
Viet Nam. surrounded on the ground. I 

He was the ~8th pilot brought guess they were looking to shoot 
mt of North Viet Nam by the down one of our ships." 
J.S. Air Force's Third Aero- Ingalls spent the night on the 
;pace Rescue R~covery Group mountain, cons1'antly on the 
;ince Jan. I. The group rescued move. Helicopters found him at 
20 downed pilots in the last dawn at a spot far from where 
hree months of Hl65. he had been the previous after-

Jngalls made immedla~ radio noon. 
:ontact with search Skyraiders They went straight in and 
vho flew overhead after he went picked him up without a shot 
!own along the North Viet Nam- being fired. Ingalls had success· 
.aos border. They were led to fully evaded his pursuers. 
1im by the radio "beeper!' that The helicopter that picked up 
ill pilots carry in their survival Ingalls was from the aerospace 
tits. group's Fifth Detachment, 

In!!alls landed at the base of known as "the Jolly Green 
1 cliff and two Air Force H·3E Giants" because of the green 
iikorsky helicopters told him to camouflage paint covering their 
nove a mile down the mountain aircraft. 
lope. There was no sign or the The rescue ship was piloted 
nemy as one helicopter hovered by Maj. Ealmon L. Stearman, 

1ver Ingalls. Suddenly, hidden Sulphur Springa, Tel! ., and Oapt. 
:unners opened fire from the David C. Henry of Philadelphla, 
urroundlng ju gle, driving the Pa. The crew chief was Staff 
ielicopter off. Sgt. Theodore H. Houngblood of 
Jngalls. qrrying his radio, Skidmore, Mo., the parareacue 

,.as instructed to run farther crewman was Aircrafuman Wil­
,•est. The helicopters flew down liam D. Brotten ol Scotland 
J another~ cle~.r~g. M~re gro~-n~_N_eck,_N.C. ____ _ 

IH1~ FIL.~ UND.sfL 

/Mt'l~ ~(, 

30 Aircraft and lO Men Help 
Save U.S. Pilot ia N. Viet Nam 

SAIGON. South Viet Nam, 
March 28-As a term boy, Air 
Force First Lt. Kenneth D. 
Thomas Jr. of Mount Auburn, 
Ill ., never tfiougtit he could be 
the center of so much e.ttentron. 

For more than a day, 30 
American aircre.ft and 40 ainnen 
hovered over the mountains of 
North Viet Nam to try to pluck 
the 2S.year-0ld jet pilot from 
deep in enemy territory. 

They got their man, adding 
another heroic chapter to the 
story of the air rescue men who 
go after downed American pilots 
in the North Viet Natnese heart­
land. 

I 
Thomas had just finished a 

strike last Wednesday against ! some truclal In the Mugia pus, 
75 miles north of the seven· 

teenth pe.rallel, •n bis plane 
was hit. 

"The shot damaged my con­
trol system and I headed west 
toward the mountains away 
from the valley," Thomas told 
reporters today. ''Then I lost 
control and I was upside down 
when I ejected. 

Mask Ripped OH 
''The wind ripped my helmet 

and oxygen mask off. A gust 
carried me over the crest of a 
mountain and I came down in 
very rugged terrain." · 

The Third AeroapJCe Rescue 
and Recovery Group w11s alert­
ed to Thomas's distress. Capt. 
William E. Cowell, of Kailua, 
HlllNaii, and hi:s crew went to 
their "Jolly Green Giant," a 
helicopter equipped with a 
wincft, and headed north. Fly­
ing wit'h them were four Sky· 

" iders-two to search for the 
p lot and two to suppress enemy 
g 'OUnd fire-and a C-130 trans· 
p >rt wilih electronic gear to aid 
ti e operation. 

Jets were called in to provide 
a r cover. 

Within a half hour, Thomas 
h 1d been foond and Cowell pi· 
le ted his helicopter in towerd 
ti e mountain. I 

"He (Thomas) was on a thin 
11 dge of a cliff and tlhe air was 
v !ry rumulent," Cowell se.id. 
" tried five times ID get in and 
ti en ran out ci fuel. A second 
h !lic~er tried and then a third 
" as called in. When it couldn't 
n ake it he dropped food and 
p 'OVisions." 

Second Effort 
As daritne51 settled, the res­

c .e task foroe flew bade to the 
b 1se and planned the next day's 
o ieration. 

fh<?mas: "During the night I 
h erd some people shout and a 
h w gun shots. I crawled under 
de ledge and oat-napped. 

"At 6 in die moming I started 
h k.ing. I wore out the seat <i 
n y flying suit getting down that 
n ountain. I knew they would 
It y to re;cue me." 

The seerdl planes quiddy re­
g ined contact with ThomalS, who 
c imbed e.nd .crawied to e. nar­
" w box oanyon where he fuund 
a clearing about • p .m. 

Cowell: "I hadn't seen h'im 
b 1t I "Mls talking. to hm and he ~ 
'II ts in good spirits. He wu in a 
11 :foot clearing througfl trees 
& IOU! 240 reet nigh. We dropped 
1' e Mist (on which t.he cable IS 

:z. O feet loog) ro the pile ol rocks 
'II here Tbomas was standing." 

• 

1" 
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MISSION NARRATIVE MISSION 23 M~ tJ6 

At 0800L Compress scrambled Jo61Y Green 52 and 53 frr>m Nakhom Phanom AB 
to a crash site coordinates 18 48'N 105° l31E. At f orty seven miles 
northeast the mission was cancelled and we started an orbit awaiting RTB, 
about forty three miles northeast of channel 89 at OB40L we intercepted a 
dist.ress call from Honda flight while orbiting. The call stated that 
Honda lead had sustained battle damage and lOuld have to bail out but 
would try to fly back acrosci tb.e river at 14,000 fee· ~ before ejecting. He 
stated the flight position as 250° R 67NM Channel 89 We notified crown 
that we had interceipted this call, coordinated with Sandy ltl, and re­
quested an interceipt vector from invert to Honda Fl:.ghts flight path. 
We received the vector and continued inbound to channel 89. The Sandy ~ 
aircraft chased Honda flight across the river and we: ·e in the area before· 
Honda lead hit the ground in his parachute . 

Approximately five mL"lutes after Honda lead got on t he ground, Sandy ltl 
lead Jolly Greens to the chute. Due to the short tiI1e on the ground be­
fore rescue col)tact the survivor did not seemed reco" ered from the shock 
of his experience and was therefor not as helpful th:·ough voice directions . . 
to his posi tion and signaling as he could have been. 

After apporximately 4 minut es on the scene we spotted his chute. Jolly · 
Green 52 then drO!'ped his tanks came a hover ~bove a 150 foot tree canopy 
and esecuted a tree penetrator hoist pick-up. Jolly Green 52 then retunied 
to channel 89 and delivered the survivor to the dispensary for treatment 
of minor facial scratches and a bloody nose sustainec in the ejection. 
Jolly Green 53 remained airborne an additional 20 miJ .utes looking for the 
crash site without success . 

Low Bird 

fi· RCC Capt Cowell 
RCCP Capt Henry · 
!1M SSgt ·.-ratson 
PJ A2C iCellerman 

, 

t-
;J ,,.,( J.-. L . 
~~. COWFL;--'~ 
Capt ain, USAF 
Rescue Crew Canmander 

. 
I ; I 

High Bir<l 

RCC Cap·, 0 1 Dell 
RCCP Cap·~ Drangstveit 
HM SSgt Gladish 
PJ A2C Jlrotton 
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A telephone call was received in the rescue barr acks at 04001, 28 March 1966. 
Captain Hardy took the call and was infonned that an a Lrcraft was down on the 
104 degree radial of Channel 89, 80 NM out. rhe survi vars were allegedly in 
good condition, there was radio contact and their stro)e beacons were also 
visible. I reported to Invert Ops at 04151 and got a 1ery comprehensive 
briefing from the controllers on duty. Contact with M ~jor Haynes(at TACC), 
revealed that we were to commence a SAR effort at 0500~ or as soon thereafter 
as possible. All Jolly Green crewmembers were at their stations, along Sandy 
41 and 42, at 0500L. Jolly Green 56 experienced an ~ J clutch malfunction ,p.nd 
a delay was incurred while waiting for an external pow~r unit to be located. 
Jolly Greens were airborne at 0519 and Sandys at 0521L. Contact was estahlished 
with InvP.rt and Crown 57 and a course was set by L Sa 1s which would take us 
south ,, s cme known flak areas. Joll:y Greens f'"" t o r.h • a ,,,as 01'1051 and Binuc 
t ime ~Or'IPl' ter af' 08151. ' Jpc.1 reacning a point ~.5 rr i le 3 , of ;::,h ':! obj .:>c . 'rt- ,.,-e"- , 
Croi.n ; - infor:neu us that the survivors were r :'ort ing n· ; i:.il e a~ -v:. v;. r.y ::..Z1 "!.:, e 
vicin~ ty, and that, according to the sound of t~c beep~r~. t.he two men ;;era 
located approxima~ely one mile apart. Crown also repo~ted the weather as good, 
and terrain infonnation indicated that the area was f a .rly open.. We arrivea in 
the area at 06051 and immediately were able to establi>h voice contact on guard 
w~th one of the survivors. Crown 57 requested that on~ of the men turn on his 
beeper to ass i st the Sandys in locating their exact po ;ition. Jolly Greens re­
mained at 7,000 and 7500 feet respectively while Sandy ; be gan their low level 
search. Sandy lead asked the downed pilot to set off ;ome SJ'Ttoke if he had it. 
Within seconds we all observed some red smoke coming f·om the edge of what looked 
like a relatively clear ed area on the slope of a small hill. The Sandys had re­
repo:rted no ground fire so we s t arted our descent. we made a rapid (140K) descent, 
approaching the area from the south. :le je~tissoned o 1r drop tanks when \ mile 
from the smoke. Just as Sergeant Barnes and I sishted ~he su:?'.'Vivor standing by 
the smoke, airman Halvorson reported that" we were pass ng directly over the other 
~:.r.. ·~IP. C8~tin !ed OU!' ac-~roac11 to the :nan whoJ'll we had first s ight ed, and after 
tnree mi nutes of hovering, had our firs~ man aboard. ~he time was 06201. We 
then made a closed pat tern to the left to keep away fr >nl a road and a nearby 
vill::iee. The second man fired a pen flare as we ccur,e n en final approach. He 
was sighted s t anding on the edge of a small clearing, · .n grass an:Jroximately ten 
feet tall. The second pickup was completed at 0627L. We informed Crown 57 and 
t he Sandy flight that the men were aboard and that we were departing the area. 
We began a turn to the left(West), climbing as rapidly as possible. At a point 
approximately one mile from the pickup area and at app ·oximat ely 750 feet AGL 
we suddenly received several bursts of sustained automatic fire f rom a hillside 
on our right(North). Executing a sharp climbing turn ;o the South, we called the 
Sandys and infonned them of the situation. One of the Sandys immediately went 
in and expended some ordnance in the area. Sgt Barnes checked the aircraft for 
hits and repo.'.'ted no visible damage. None of the airc: ·aft occupants received 
inJuries. The remainder of the flight was concluded w:.thout incident at 072ClL 
at Nakhom Phanom. Inspeg.;t(i.G_?t:i't'te:1T~~~!Y.e.il:ed onn hole in the left sponson, 
presumed caused by a .5o'-ealiiler"' / 111C. l.d_2-.,___ 

Or Chwgea to ~-----·- - ..... -;::>~----~----.. ·-
By Au '' o£ -__e,-cc;;fz -z. dDC" #_j,_6...1::£._t.:J:::_ PJI 

' /\ ... 



r. 

Crewmen recovered: 
I 

Captain Delbert G. Rokes, FVJOJ8£·49 and 1st Lt Jesse Q. 
Ozbolt, 

Low Bird 

Capt Robert A. Weekley, RCC 
l/Lt Richard J. Sans, RCCP 
SSgt Joe Barnes Sr, HM 
A2C Michael L. Halvorson, PJ 

.c,L,_J d~,_ ~ 
c_ 'lOB3:iT A. 1ROO ?.'! 

Cap-ca in .. USAF 
~cscue v~ew Coilllr.ander 

High Bird 

Capt Robert r . Furman, RCC 
Capt Dale V. Hardy, RCCP 
AlC Robert E. Crites, HM 
A2C John Dagrieau III, PJ 

f J .'..: ..l'.w. AT 3 Y ~ .. ~ -• :. ."kV.:......~ 
1·,;::.-; ... Af ?Il:f; AFT.SR _ 

I 
J ... 

CLASSIFICATION CANCELLEf' 
Or Chan.~ed to V µ C L./"1 S 
By~~~ _ 6-D_> ! 
By c:r--;r r· · I Z. ~ ? .) 
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