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FRCM: Det 6, 38th Aerospace Rescue & Recovery Sg, APO US FOACES 96227
SUBJECT: Mission Narrative Report of a Save 2 Mar 66
T0: 3rd Aerospace Rescue & Recovery Group (JSARRC), APO US MRCES 96307
l. Mission Mumber: 6-38-/1-1 Mar 66.
2. SAR Alerted by: 173rd Airborne Brigade.
3. SAR alicroft Used: 2 HA=43F helicopter:.
Crewiaembers of recovery aircraft weres
RCC Capt Ronald L. Bachman Lake Stevens, Wash
CP Capt Charles P. Nadler Brooklyn, N.Y.
HM AlC Thomas S. Story Miami, Fla
RS AlC Henry J. O'Beirne Dublin, Ireland

Creumembers of the top cover aircraft were:

RCC Capt Dale L. Potter Joseph, Oregon
CP Capt Raymond L. Murden Varnville, S.C.
HM TSgt Kemmeth L. Perkins Lexington, Ky.
RS A1C Williem H. Pitsenbarger Piqua, Ohio

Le Reaction time from initial notification to pick up: 0:33.

5« CAP assistance: None.

’

Oe Area and type of pick up: 100+ £t jungle growth, hoist pick up.
7. Survivor located by coordinates and smoke grenades.

8. Survivors name: Sgt Lerry Whiting, RA13704678, A-1/503, 173rd
Airborne Brigade.

9. Summary of Events:

At 1147 hours, 1 larch 1966, Det 6, 38th ARRS was alerted by the 173rd
Airborne Brigade for the medical evacuation of an Army wounded from 1053 N
10703 B, 13 miles ESE of Bien Hoa AB, RVN, Two HH-43F helicopters were
scrambled from Bien Hoa at 1155 hours. While enroute to the site we attempted
contact with "Dumbo Uptake" on M. When contact was made it was learned that
"Dumbo Uptake" was not the operation that had the wounded. However, upon
arrival at the designated area, Pedro 73, the lead aircraft spotted green
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smoke. As this was an area that we had previously operated in and was
secure, a low pass was flown on the site to checl: the area. US irmy
personnel were observed carrying a litter patients. The stokes litter
was lovered approximately 100 feet to the jungle flcor and the patient
was secured. As he patient was hoisted toward the helicopter it started
to spin. The closer it approached the helicopter, the faster the litter
would spin, All attempts to stop the rotation failed. The rotational
velocity was estimated to be approximately 60 RPM., The rotation was
finally stopped by allowing the stokes litter to contact the bear paw.
The shock of this impact caused severe pain for the patient. It is the
opinion oi the personnel of this detachment that the spin is caused by
the construction of the hoist cable. Previcusly problems with the hoisti
have occured when cable twist caused a loop to form in the cable causing
fraying and broken strands thereby rendering the cable unusable. The
cable has been UR'ed before and a UR and OHR will again be submitted.

The patient was evacuated to the 93rd Med Evce Hospital at Bien Hoa
at 1235 hours. His injuries consisted of a severed right leg below the
knee.

o ground fire was encountered, weather was clear end 15. There was
some difficulty with communications in that the initial frequencies ob=-
tained were for the wrong operation. However, the accuracy of coordinates
for the location allowed the pickup to occur with out commmications.
Cormunications was established with the ground party just after the pick
up was completed.

A0LIALD Le BACIMaN, Ceptain, USLF
Rescue Crew Cormander
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Notified by COMPRESS to scramble at 0151Z, 2 March 1966, Jolly Green 31 & .
and 30 airborne at 0156Z, Immediately after takeoff ccntact was made with ~F 9
INVERT and a heading and distance of 090 degrees, 67 NV from Channel 65 TACAN .
was given to Jolly Green. Sandy 21, 22, 23 and 2L were scrambled and airborne
at O159Z. Enroute to the area contact was established with Crown 28 and Gorgse® @ e
aircraft, Gombey advised that there was a possible collision between an F-105% 9
and O1F aircraft. Jolly Green was advised by Diamond Eack flight that the cka
site and one chute had been located and that they had ricked up a beeper in
same area., OSandys 21 and 22 proceeded to the area and Sandy 23 and 2l escort
Jolly Green to the area. Sandy 2] and 2¢ confirmed crash site, chute and bee
and directed Jolly Green to the area., Jolly Green arrived on the scene at ap
imately 0230Z. Crown 28 advised Jolly Green 31 that we were clear to investig
the chute at pilots discretion. Jolly Green descended to approximately 1500 f
and made a pass over the chute and crash site. A strong beeper signal(appe
be two beepers) was heard by Jolly Green in the immediate vicinity of the crashy
. site and chute., The immediate area was approximately one eight of a mile west
a river and approximately LO yards from a dirt road. The trees were approximately
75 feet tall with dense underbrush. The chute was located approximately 30 yards
south of the crash site, The pilot was not observed at this time, Jolly Green
then descended to tree top level for closer search of the area around the chute.
While approaching the site, a pen flare was observed near the chute. The pilot z
was not in sight. 4s Jolly Green hovered over the chute the downed pilot was
transmitting on his survival radio trying to direct Jolly Green to him, However,
his radio transmissions were drowned out by the strong beeper signals. At this <=
time Jolly Green 31 requested clearance from COMPRESS to lower the pararescueman
on the hoist for ground search of area near the chute. After being cleared by —_
COMPRESS the pararescueman was lowered on the hoist at approximately B305Z.
Approximately 2 minutes later(03072) the flight mechanic spotted the pilot with- -y
in the immediate area of Jolly Green. The tree penetraztor was manuevered to the =
pilot and a hoist pickup was accomplished. Jolly Green took off, circled the area, E’,
and directed the pararescueman by radio to return to thz point where he was lowered ﬁ}
T
=
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on the sling, The pararescueman was then picked up on the hoist and Jolly Green
departed the area to channel 65 on a heading of 270 degrees. In route the parares-
cueman and flight mechanic administered first aid to thz pilot who had suffered
burns, facial lacerations(eyes swollen shut) and was suf‘feringD’Mrmck’rFiﬂ_ly
Green landed at channel 65 with the m“ﬁ&iﬁﬁﬁtmmm "k oY
CLASSIE . lip AFR-205-2 -
Pilot recovered: Capt Tastet.Qr Changed 10 ————"" 1a e

of ——m——

W4T rd, JIolly. Green 30
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Low Bird, Jolly Green 31

Tst Lt Letton, RCC “Arcoo —|——I~—Capt Weekley, RCC
Major Schmidt, RCCP “arooe | 7—i==—|1st Lt Sans, RCCP
SSgt Chapman, HM _“_E;"_c—____!Tf SSgt Barnes, HM

A2C Kellerman, PJ | arboc | |+ A2C Halvorson, PJ

—

. X DOWNGRADE AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS

/C/ﬂazz/ A /M WA?L -:ﬁﬁ: DECIASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS

ROBERT W. LETTON, 1lst Lt, USAF | arcoi ' ¢ 4]
& ARODC #;4&%/ ?gj

Rescue Crew Commander | ARNg
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MISSION NARRATIVE 7 MAR 66

At 02212 COMPRESS notified shoestring that a pilot was down at 1754N, 10550E
and scrambled Jolly Green 27 and 31, Jolly Greens were airborne at 0226Z
and proceeded on a heading of 065 degree 7ONM from channel 89, Sandy 21, 22,
23 and 2} were airborne prior to Jolly Green's takeoff and were enroute to
the area. At L7NM out Jolly Green 27 and 31 switched to SAR frequency and
contacted CROWN 29 and the Sandy's and arrived at the area at 0305Z. At
that time a beeper had been heard but due to dense jungle area the downed
pilot, Dodge 3, could not be seen. Sandy aircraft atiempted to contact
Dodge 3 while Jolly Green remained in orbit,at 0325Z Dodge 3 was raised by
Sandy aircraft on guard and Jolly Green 31 went down =o perform the picxupe
Due e radio difficulties no further contact was made with Dodge 3 and Joil
Green 31 searched the immediate area of the beeper, At this time Sandy air=-
craft assured Jolly Gree. that there was no ground fire in the immediate area,
but that there was a possibility of unfriendly forces in a valley about UL
miles away and across a large ridge, The terrain was very hilly and jungle
type growth predominated. At O3LOZ Dodge 3 came back cn the radio and announced
he was setting off a red smoke flare., This was spotted by Jolly Green 31 who
punched tip tanks and went in for the pickup. Due to the blossoming of the
smoke, the dense foliage and loss of survivors voice radio Jolly Green 31
hovered over the spot until 0355Z when voice contact was established and the
survivor sighted. Normal hoist pickup was achieved and Jolly Green 31 left
the area., The pilot Major Joseph L. Hutto was in good shape and the Jolly
Greens and Sandy aircraft returned to shoestring arriving at OLLOZ. At no
time during the mission did anyone see or report ground fire although after
landing Sandy 21 discovered bullet holes in his aircraft, also Major Hutto,
when he landed in the trees heard automatic weapons fire from the valley to
his northwest and had gone east over the ridge to the cosition where he was
picked up. At all times during the mission jolly green were given excelilent
cover by the L Sandy aircraft and radio chatter was kent & a minimum until
Jolly Green 31 went in for the pickup and then it was nonexistant except for
Jolly Green and Dodge 3.

THOMAS E. KENNY Low Bird High Bird

1st Lt, USAF Lt Kenny etton
Rescue Crew Commander Capt Henderickson Major Schmidt
" 8Sgt Schrader (HM) SSgt Chapman (HM) :
TION A\( ELL SSgt Farrior(PJ) A2C Poole(PJ)
CLASSIFICA & é TSgt Munch(Photo) TSgt Schaefer(Photo)
Or Ch.mged o -
iy 1) 5
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DOWNGRADE AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS
*Em\r\'f‘ FOED :

-PODDIR 500,10
I 1A AFR- 205" -2 /2
o BT ARODC #- éé - ?ém W lial

i
4450093




I i v

T b

THE
DARING

RESGUE
OF A
DOWNED
GCOMBAT
FLYER

It was one of those days.
Maj. Joe Hutto had cratered
the bedrock of the North
Vietnam highway, made
strainers of a batch of VC
trucks, then got his F-105
punctured south of Vinh by
ground fire.

e loved that 1'-105 Thun
derchief, and parting was
such sweet.sorrow. Part he
did, however, and his chute
lowered him gently into jun
gle that was 100 feet deep.
“Hot Rockets,” he thought.
“How in Ho Chi Minh will
they get me out of here?’

While he was thinking
about it, an FHHH-3C from the
I8th Acrospace Rescue and
Recovery Squadron was doing
something about it T'he chop
per hovered over the ;i[l]j-_"i'
spotted  Major Hutro, and
lowered a ho bl [ Tutro

grrabbed wias hauled

JormG b
£ TN/
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fter the Rescue

THE FACE of a downed Air Force pilot rescued from the jungles
of North Vietnam tells its own story. Maj. Joseph HunouJ
forced ta eiart fram hic FINE afbae 36 some Lia Lee ceeennd

T WAS
A



A Hug ftor Rescuers

Copter Hauls Pilot to Safety

(See Picture Page 1)
By 1st Lt. Ron Marlar

T wa’s Lo

SAIGON — Standing alone in a North Vietnam jungle, an Air Force F-105 pilot

waved frantically at the HH-3C passing overhead.

Someone in the helicopter waved

back. For the first time since he ejected from his flaming plane, Maj. Joseph Hutto

knew he was going to be
rescued.

Less than two hours before,
Hutto was bombing a segment of
Route I, south of Vinh, attacking
a truck convoy moving military
supplies toward infiltration routes
to South Vietnam. He and three
other Thunderchief pilots cratered
the highway and made one bomb-
ing pass on the trucks.

One truck veered from the high-
way, crashed in a ditch and ex-
ploded in a brilliant, orange flash,

'hut three trucks remained.

Diving through a hail of anti-
aireraft fire, Hutto made two
passes over the camouflaged
trucks spraying them with 20mm
cannon fire. As he pulled up
from the second pass, he felt the
F-105 shudder. Seeing his cock-
pit fill with smoke, he radioed
the other pilots in his flight and
prepared to eject.

Thrown into the sky by catapult
ejection, he blacked out for a mo-

—— .
HUTTO FLSW F~ e ;
SEE PIRMAN ‘ffv, T A ;

ment, but recovered to feel the
comforting jerk of an opening
parachute. As he swayed from side
to side under the silk canopy, he
thought, “It is alarmingly quiet
and yet very pleasant.”

Awed by the silence of the skies
and the beauty of the landscape,
Hutto suddenly realized he was
drifting toward the flat plain. He
tugged on the parachute cords,
tipping the canopy to carry him
away from the craterecd highway
and still smouldering tricks.

Crashing through 100 feet of
deep forest, Hutto landed on the
side of a steep slope. He struggled
out of his parachute, drank some
water and tried to use h:s radio.

Realizing enemy guniers were
coming after him, Hutio started
moving through the brush. Using

.| fallen teak trees and animal trails

to quiet his movements, ke climbed
toward the crest of a ridge.
Exhausted by his scramble
through the jungle, Hutto stopped
to use his radio and learred a heli-
copter was coming after him. Not
knowing his parachute -ould not
be seen from the air, he tried to
radio his position by estimating the
distance he moved from the chute. |,
When the helicopter appeared,
Hutto fired a smoke flare giving
away his position to both his res-
cuers and the enemy. In a barely
audible whisper, he called to the|’

helicopter, “Do you see my
smoke?"”
“Positive,” came the reply,

but the helicopter, commanded
by 1st Lt. Thomas E. Kenny,
moved out of sight, then return.
ed and dropped the hoist cable
about 100 yards from Hutto,
Hutto realized the smoke had
drifted down the hil] and tried to
make radio contact with the chop-
per crew again to bring them
closer. By this time he had com-
pletely lost his voice and wasn't
sure his transmission was heard.
Rescue_crewmen SSgt Aaron D |
Farrion, pararesfne.mad- iey— and
aro . Schrader of Satellite,
Fla., crew chief, spotted Hutto.
Farrion and Schrader radioed
instructions to their pilot, dropped
the cable as the helicopter hovered
and hosted Hutto into {®= chopper.
No longer alone in the jungle,
Hutto hugged everyone in sight
and settled down for the flight to
safety.
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At 1317 hoixrs, 9 larah 1065 Pansng netilied the Dussus Zontrol Center ab

Danang AB taat an AC=L7 wms doum with sacves aurvivors, Survivors vere sald to
be in woloe eontact with ab A=l nud C=l airoral® In the oragh aros. Ths primayy
and sesondary alert Ti=il7 hellso fers wore airhorme st 1327, The inildal
location was -iven ag 33 ~dles on tiw 1 C sl L Prmm e voro Anately
twenty airutes after the duparture, U1 persoisel cianged (12 oragh losatiom
to 53 niles on the 275° mdial Trom Dananz. we gorrected gourse and headed
3100 4o return to the eorrest troesk, Tier several rirmutes on a honding of
70° 1% wvas nececsary to clisb IFR thrizh olowd larers to 4ot Yo ¥R On Top
at 9,000 feet 3L,

It was impossible %0 establigh rador comtact with the 301 due to lack
of I7¥, however after a short period radic eontuct vas estitlisiod with the
on the sceno contral alrer=f%t and on aliroceme IOF wee adtlated, This airborme
IF wvas later passed to the RESCAP alraraft as ve apyroached the cmah area,
We were informod ot this time that the amwa arcund tha crash aile vms hostile
and under ground fire, but a2z there were A-l aireraft in the area for fire
suppression ve declded to contlnue the =isolons '

The weather in the erash lru\naowmstuiﬂiadomllqufmm |
300 foot to 3,000 feet M3L. m.1whaaam1m.maammu

mjnntpomhhhmthowtn&‘

with “ M“




find the break in the lower layer of clouds and heowse ssparated.
Whils the A=l returned to ‘he weah site to previde Cire support against
the 7O, we cjr‘:ﬂ.t-od belov a basak in tho lower cvarcint while ths secondary

hellconteor made a 7 atecr to o poaltion, We then joined wp Lelow the lowes

Lager,

The crash site wvas about three miles down e valley {rom the noiat vhere w
panatrite] the lower layer, A<l an’ D=l airemit wore Mying in the ares and
the i=l’s were straffing VO positions. Although ja% alrer -7t were in the ares

and V7R On Top, 1t wag mt pospiltis for tham to Jdescond 1o the vralley wes
only about cne mile wide where the base of ths elowls interoepted the aide of
the rountairs, This provided axtremely lixdted menouvering space even for
the A=l nireraft,

When we initiated our dagh for ihe 7 survivers, the L. CAP informed us that
there was hoavy VO antoratie weapous 22 small armae Tire in the area. lHe alse
told us that we would have to {ly over the VO positions to reach the arnsh site.
The valley Tloor was a dense junle vith irees niout 10 feot tall, He wead
toverd the crash "on the deek" at 95 knots and Lelow the level of the tallest
trees, dodging them emoute, Thp Q-l's then nport.ed'vla:gull ame fire all along
our path, however, I feel the oa-hi.-\ation of low altitude, speed, surprise, “
tree cover, kept ua froa being hit, The O-1's further reported the VG to be
mmmmmmummmmmﬁrmm &
kmev ve would have {0 land as we couldn’t take tine ..orhoh‘tmﬁmnl :
the helioopter would be an sasy tarset while Bovering abeve the ereeh. I
'mummmvmmm”'

s o0t oadn VO foroe
’fu?’mm tholm-&?‘i

‘mpmmp u-nnumuywimmﬁ



sarried us slightly beyond the aresh to a smell hill about 75 feet may. The
secondery aircruft wvas just to our left and beiind vse Af%er hovering ovesr
the 1ill mouentarily, we :oved aloser to the AC<47 snd placed the nose uhesls
of the helicopter against the side of the hlll and hovered with our rear vhoeels
of f the sround. This zeneuver kept ‘he Wel7 bDotwesn the helicopter and the
attesaking VC foress for possible protection froa the sutomatio weapons Live.
At this time, 3 survivors ran fros the oraeh and entered the rewr of e hulle
gopter. a3 the Jelieopter !lsehanie (%) and the fessus rd Survival Tosmisiem
(RS) helped the survivors into the helicopter, they wmde visual contaob vith
the VO about 40 neters sumy., The arow did not attemyt to fire on the VO s
they vere helping the survivers {nts tho helicopter,

The original plan wes to effect recoviry of 4 sz=wivers in the first
helico ter and the remaining survivors in the sesond helisopter. After the
first group jmped into the helicoptor the T2 scid, “let's go," and the second
halicopter moved in as ve moved out, “hen the rseeirdng survivers 84 nod
appear, the I and BS of the second Lird deployed o the arash to investigate
while the i«l's made a fire swppression mMm oa the advanaing VC. The M and
B reached the downed alroreft uhile under heavy wmall wus fire, They eutered
the 13~{7 ond searehed it from the soslplt to the tall. During this seeveh |
they vere subjected to intense fire frva an un'mown position, The seereh
resulted in the losation of two deceased erev members, \hﬂ.attqtl.hj"w
mummm,mmmﬁnammmmw;-ﬂu
gm and gmell srus outalde the AD-{7s Au A<l mads & dlose straffing pass vhith
wmm.mmmmmhmuau‘&'m" '
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for the helisopter, Oummmbudimwhmm
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them as they mn, however anothor A~l pesa smurpressed the fire., The HM and B8
returned safaly to the haliocopter after expending 40 }elb rounds to cover
their easape.

While the erew of the seocond helleopter was -n the ground, the first growp
of murvivers informed us that the remainder of the Al={7 arew were dead, We
immediataly slerted the sosondary airoraft to depe~t. With twe creussa ow§
of the geod aiveraft the segondary RiC plcikel his helleapter up to s high
hover over ‘hs orash to tay and alert his cvee ity 1otiag $he halisopher
landing again, the HM and RS retumned to thelir alraralt as desoribed aboves
Laock of commmisations with the orew on the ground oould have besn dissstrous
a3 the higher hover compromised the helicepiear protostion from the trees, hill,
and the srnabed AC~47. 3Dodisa were not recovered heamss of the heevy ground
fire nor ves an attempd made to loszte the missing crewman,

Both helieopters made an immedi-ts departurs into the alouds and climbed
IFR to V'R On Top; the alizd was mede at a low airrpeod and high rats of elimd
in the genesral directlon of the wnlley %o avoid aeortact vith the mountaimse
When reeshing V¥R On Top, I relayed to the 0CI ageray the fact that there
were only six crewnembers on the AC«7, threo were saved, two vere dsad,
end one mipaing. We 2lso asked for a veotor Yo Darang AD as our fuel was
short and we ooculda't afford to zearch,

The severity of the ground fire ls evidenoed by the faot that although
all six oreumsmbers survived the orash, two of the crewmenbers were killed
by ground fire and the other thres were wounded. th.nmummm—lé;
to be dead. hﬁmmmmmdmnmmtlﬂh“l‘
mmummmmam hmuh,ﬂumrrhﬂluﬂ
dmndluludtwdbﬁ.
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One of the survivors, Sgt Twruer, stated that tis VU had made four ettecks
on the orash and had been driven off by their fire ind the A<l fire. 7Tvo of
the men had Leen killed on the fourth attack and a third had been oaught
outgide the orcsh, When they could not loeats the third man orally or visually,
the remeining survivors {igured that he wvas also killed on the fourth attask
wave; and t0ld up that all three were dead vhen we recovered them, The
sarvivors ver: told by an O=l thet the hallaoptors wore o~ the way in hud
that the VG syars also advanoing with taedr fi0h atioakl | wmve, and voye
then caly 40 to 50 meiays out. The survivors were prepared to dash tc the
baliooptsr tut garried their vespons for defenee enrcute, as it uas debatesble
&8 to the helieo ter or the VC arriving first, The survivors believe we ploked
then wp before the V¢ got into poaltion as therse wen only spordio saall arms
fire fron the edvanoing VO during the first plakup, This can be gemerelly
confirmed by the faol that there was no auntomstio vespon fire mniil after the
second sircralt was oan the ground.

The aexcellent oover provided by the A«l's was very imporiant to the suocess
of this =issions It would not have bean possille 1o conduct the mission withow
their fire myppert vhile wo made our approach and ;icky, The A=l fire delsyed
e £ifth YO atteok long eaough for our helioopters to dash in and eut meldng
 4he save. The higher mpeed jet airawmet which werv on top sould mot oparete
in the confined airspase nor provids the very clost support we hed and badly
moeded. Another factor that contributed to the success was the speed of the
appoosch and pleknp and the dlose ocordination betrwen the primary and
pocondary cdraraft that alloved the sscondary sirmuft to dspart m lengey *




than four mimites efter we [irst spotted the crash, If we had been in the aves
- another five minutes or arrived five ninutes later the VG would have prevented
& sussegsful oconaluaion,

 OREVS,

PRIMARY; Capt Donald J. Couture, ROC, Ouk Harbor, Ohie

Oapt Harold A, Solberg, CP, Spukane, Washington

38gt David L. Langaster, BM Lave Hot Springs, Idaho

A20. Abert V. Fostey III, Ri, Virginla Beach, Viegluis _
m’ 1st It Arthur F, Machado, A, How Bedford, Mass.

Capt John B. Kneenm, OP, Burlington, Vermont

30gt Ourtis ¥. Yanoy, 24, Ocessa, Texas

83gt David J. heeler, R3, falina, Kansas

DONALD J, COUTURE, Caph, USAF



3. let've all read and heard vivid accounts of the battle at Lis Han Special
Forces Camp on 9 Mar 64, For the men of Det 7, 38th ARRSq, that battle will
live in their memories. Two HH~-43F's and their crews wrote their names in
tiie books of heros tiat day. Braving heavy gunfire they saved the lives of
3 crevmenbers of the AC=L7T7 that was shot down there. For their efforts the
following men have been awardec the Silver Star.

Capt Donald J. Couture of Oak Harbor, Ohio, R3C of first helicopter
Capt Harold A. Solberg of Monroe llash., RCCP

A2C Albert W, Foster III of Virginia Beach, Va, Pararescue

S5Sgt David L, Lancaster of Springfield, Ill., Crew Chief

Secondary Helicopter /- Af WAC‘HA’.D‘O Re.c

Capt John B. hneen of Burlington Vt., RCCP

5Sgt David J, Wheeler of Salina, Kan., Pararescue

SSgt Curtis I, Yancy of Odessa, Texas, Crew Chief

OQur sincere congratulations on a job well done,
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;’Silver Stars Go to Crewmen at DaNang for Rescue in Red Sector

DA NANG AB, Vietnam—Eight |

crewmen from the rescue heli- o A g SN S e s et s ol

copters of Det. 7, 38th Aerospace| ¢ Su ful i

Rescue and Recovery Sq. have. ; ccess rescue of three

been awarded the Silver Star for| ~ fire at A Shau, Republic ofaﬁ:zemembers of AC-47 I-Iﬁ-4unde§F
rescuing three survivors of a. » nam 9 March 1966.

| downed AC-47 gunship in VCheld’ o

‘ territory, | . Low Bird
i\ The primary copter, with Capts.! P
! Donald V. Couture and Harold A. C.P Capt. D. V. Couture
Soldberg at the controls and SSgt ~ C.P. Capt. H. A. Solberg
| David L, Lancaster and A2C in RS HM, A2C A, W. Foster III
#the crew, rescued the three sur- LA RS eem o oT -
viving members of lie downed air- s uES (MERER (B8 M SAUGNSUED
\ craft. =
The secondary copter landed High Bird

and tried to find the other mem-|

bers of the crew until it became | P. 1st Lt A, F. Machado
apparent that they had been killed C.P. Capt. J. B. Kneen

By the VC. Crewmembers are Lt. H.M., SSGT. C. F. Yancy
Arthur F. Machado, Capt. John B. R.S SSGT D. S

Kneen and SSgts Crutis F. Yaney e + 1. 5. Wheeler
and David S. Wheeler.
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SILVER STARS FOR HEROISM. Eight members of Det 7, 38th ARRSq, have been awarded
the Silver Star for "extraordinary heroism" in rescuing three survivors of an AC-47 gun-
ship downed by enemy fire. The rescue took place on 9 March, near the A Shau Special
Forces Camp. The Da Nang RCC was notified that the armed version of the C-47 transport
had been shot down, and within minutes, two rescue crews were on their way. Arriving

at the valley leading to the crash site, they found the weather extremely bad and Viet Cong
troops heavily concentrated in the area. Both helicopters dropped to below tree top level
to take advangiage of tree cover and the element of surprise. The primary crew with Captains
Donald V. Couture and Harold A. Soldberg at the controls raced to the embankment above
the aircraft and hovered, their front wheels touching the side of a slope and their rear
wheels in the air. Three crewmen raced from the wreck under a hail of fire and dived into
the rear section of the Huskie. The chopper lifted off, and immediately the second, piloted
by Lt Arthur F. Machado and Captain John B. Kneen, moved in to pick up the rest of the
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man SSgt David S. Wheeler leaped from the waiting helio and darted into the AC-47. There
they found two crewmen who had been killed by enemy fire. While the rescuemen searched
for the last missing crewman, the survivors in the lead chopper told the secondary pilot
that the AC-47 co-pilot, in trying to blast open an eascape route, had charged the enemy's
fire; he was missing and presumed dead. Hearing this, the secondary Huskie pilot lifted
his bird into the air to draw the attention of the rescuemen inside the wreck. They saw the
warning and attempted to return to the Huskie, but were caught in a hail of machine gun fire
and pinned down. An A-1E pilot, seeing their plight, dived on the source of enemy fire.
His strafing pass, less than 30 yards away, allowed the two rescuemen to complete their

dash to the waiting chopper,
T T




With heavy cloud cover above and mountains on both sides,

- and outnumbered and outgunned by a superior enemy force on the valley

floor, the gallant defenders of the Special Forces camp at A Shau on the

Vietnamese-Laotian border held out last March for two incredible days.

The full use of US airpower might well have spelled the difference between

victory and defeat. Valiant US airmen did their best. But their best

was not good enough, and after two days of savage fighting the fortified

outpost fell, though once again the character of those who fight the air

war in Vietnam was demonstrated . . .

THE FALL OF A SHAU

By Kenneth Sams

HISTORIAN, SEVENTH AIR FORCE
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camp at A Shau—on the Laotian-Vietnamese

border, about 375 miles northeast of Saigon and
some thirty miles southwest of the coastal city of Hué
—could not have existed in the first place.

The triangular fortress outpost with its 1,800-foot
airstrip was built in 1964 from material flown in by
C-123s. Ammunition, fuel, food, barbed wire, medical
supplies—everything nceded to keep an outpost going
—had to come by air. "When things looked rough, air-
planes brought in troop reinforcements.

A group of such rein‘orcements reached A Shau on
Monday afternoon, M:rch 7, 1966. An AF transport
touched down and, with its engines churning in re-
verse, roared to a bone- arring halt. Aboard were seven
members of the US Special Forces, 149 Nung troops
(the Nungs are a Vietr amese sect of Chinese descent
who, as topnotch fighters, enjoy much the same reputa-
tion as the Green Beret: ), and nine interpreters. These
men had arrived to reinforce the outpost’s usual com-
plement of ten Americans and 210 Vietnamese Civil
Indigenous Defense Group (CIDG) militiamen.

They spent the rest o° Monday and all day Tuesday
strengthening the camp’s fortifications. But no matter
how many more trenches were dug, how many more
sandbags were added to the double steel-plate outer
walls, or how the bunkers were strengthened, the 385
defenders of the camp knew that only if they were
backed up by airpower could they hope to survive a
major enemy attack.

The Viet Cong knew this too.

That was why a multibattalion force of North Viet-
namese, estimated at from 3,000 to 5,000 hard-core
troops, picked March 9 to attack A Shau. On that day
the clouds were at 200 feet in places, and the 1,800-
foot-high mountains that straddled the valley three-
quarters of a mile apurt were in the clouds. This
created a “box” over thz camp, which the enemy was
sure would not permit airplanes enough room to
maneuver. The enemy vvas right.

wITHOUT air support, the US Special Forces
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This photo, made
before the battle
of A Shau, shows
the airstrip in the
foreground with
the triangular
compound be-
hind it. The bar-
racks buildings
were destroyed
early in the bat-
tle, which cen-
tered on the
compound.
Rugged moun-
tainous terrain,
combined with
low clouds, made
air support
hazardous.

The camp at A Shau was overrun on March 10. Most
of its survivors were taken out by air. Aircraft did take
a heavy toll of enemy soldiers. But there was just not
enough opportunity for air support.

There are pilots in Vietnam today who believe that,
if the defenders of A Shau had been able to hold out
for one more night, the camp could have been saved.
The treacherous weather cleared on March 11, but by
then it was academic. A Shau had fallen. The defense
of this remote outpost sitting on one of the main
enemy infiltration routes into South Vietnam put air-
power to perhaps its most difficult test of the war. And
it provided one of the best examples yet of the caliber
of Air Force people fighting the Vietnamese War.

The battle for A Shau started at 2:00 on the morning
of March 9. One of the Americans in a trench on the
perimeter of the camp heard the thud of mortar shells
being dropped into tubes. Seconds later, white phos-
phorous shells began saturating the living quarters and
supply dump, setting buildings ablaze and driving the
US Special Forces troops and Chinese Nung irregulars
to cover. The barrage continued until daylight, killing
two Americans, wounding four others, and causing
dozens of casualties among the Vietnamese.

The first requests for air were received at 9:08 on
the morning of March 9. Aircraft reached the area but
found themselves weathered out.

At 11:20 a.m., with the ceiling lifting slightly, an
AC-47 “Magic Dragon” was ordered to the area. When
he reached the camp, the pilot, Capt. W. M. Collins,
was told by the fort’s defenders that they were in
imminent danger of being overrun. He made two at-
tempts to go under the ceiling under visual flight con-
ditions but without luck. Listening on his radio to the
ground forces’ calls for help, the pilot tried a third
time at almost treetop level and broke through. He
saw the river valley below at about 300 feet. He
maneuvered up the valley a few miles until he saw the
camp, with clouds of smoke and dust rising above it,
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and, through the snoke, the red tracers of antiair-
craft fire.

Collins, with his copilot, 1st Lt. Delbert R. Peterson,
at his side, made on: sweep over the enemy forces at-
tacking the fort, anc poured out thousands of rounds
of 7.62-mm. cannon fire. Enemy antiaircraft fire fol-
lowed the plane as it swung around. On the AC-4T’s
second pass, at abcut 1,000 feet, several .50-caliber
rounds ripped into he aircraft, tearing the right en-
gine from its mounts Seconds later, the left engine also
was knocked out.

Collins and Peter.on brought the plane to a crash
landing on a mount:in slope about seven miles north
of the camp. The pline slid down until it came to rest
at the base of the clope. One crewman, SSgt. R. E.
Foster, suffered two broken legs, but the other men
were relatively unburt. Since Foster could not be
moved, the crew d:cided to throw up a defensive
perimeter around th: plane. One crewman got on the
radio in an effort tc direct air strikes while another
looked after Sergean Foster.

Fifteen minutes liter, enemy troops attacked the
tiny perimeter but wvere repulsed by automatic-rifle
fire from the five crevvmen. Then the VC brought up a
.50-caliber machine ;;un and attacked again from un-
dergrowth toward th= right rear of the aircraft. In this
attack, the pilot, Captain Collins, and Sergeant Foster
were killed, and Lt. J. L. Meek, the navigator, was
seriously wounded.

There was another lull. Then the enemy opened up
again as a rescue hel copter approachied the area. The

hail of bullefs was so heavy that it looked as if the
chopper could not and. Realizing there was little
chance of rescue unt:l the machine gun was knocked
out, Peterson went a'ter it alone, armed only with his
AR-15 and a .38-caliver revolver. His attack silenced
the machine gun, permitting the chopper to land long
enough to remove thke three surviving members, But
the helicopter could not wait to pick up Lieutenant
(Continued on following page)
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THE FALL OF A SHAU

CONTINUED

Peterson; he and the bodies of the two dead crew
members had to be left behind.

While the AC-47 crew was fighting for survival, a
pair of A-1E Skyraiders from Pleiku, led by Maj. Ber-
nard F. Fisher, was sent to the camp. Arriving at A
Shau, Fisher looked down on the practically solid
cloud layer underneath. He scouted around until he
found a hole in the clouds about five miles to the
northwest. Leading his wingman through the hole and
down the narrow valley toward the fort, he approached
at almost ground level against intense automatic weap-
ons and 12.7-mm. AA fire that filled the sky in the tiny
canyon “box.”

An orbiting C-130 airborne command post directed
Fisher to destroy what was left of the AC-47. Fisher
assigned his wingman this task while he went to help
the defenders in the compound. Realizing that more
planes were needed, he went up through the overcast,
found another flight of A-1Es and brought them in
through the hole he had used earlier. He then directed
their strike on enemy positions less than half a mile
from the fort. Then he helped direct in_the

ly ground forces at A Shau were still holding the camp.
At Phu Bai outside Hué, two reinforcement companies
were standing by to board Marine helicopters for air-
lift into A Shau. Two Army Caribous (CV-2B) flew
over the camp and dropped supplies that fell outside
the drop zone but were recovered by friendlies. Major
Fisher, meanwhile, made another trip in his Skyraider
up through the overcast to lead two C-123s into the
valley to drop more supplies to the defenders.

This turned out to be an extremely dangerous opera-
tion. The planes had to stay close to Fisher's A-1E,
descending through the various cloud layers at a rate
of 4,000 feet a minute. During the descent, the pilots,
Capt. William C. Devoe, and Capt. Ronald E. Trickey,
had to make rapid and steep turns to avoid mountains,
throwing the crew members all about the aircraft.
Both planes were forced down to about fifty feet, just
above the treetops, with a forward visibility of less
than half a mile. Both planes started drawing enemy
fire about seven miles north of A Shau and were under
constant fire until they left fifteen minutes later.

As they entered the narrow portion of the valley
just north of A Shau, both planes were caught in a
crossfire from .50-caliber automatic weapons. Reaching
the drop zone, each plane made two drops on the
first pass. Still under fire, they made 180-degree turns
and dropped another eight bundles, each weighing
1,800 pounds. The cargo, mainly ammunition and med-
ical supplies, fell inside the camp and was retrieved by
the defenders.

During pull-up, Captain Trickey’s plane took multi-
ple hits, one cutting a six-inch hole in the center of
the cargo floor. This knocked out several electrical
wires, making the engine, flight, and navigation in-
struments and the compass system inoperative. De-
voe's plane took no hits, and both planes made it
safely back to Da Nang,
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While these drops were taking place, Major Fisher’s
wingman, Capt. Frzncisco Vazquez, noticed .50-caliber
fire coming out of the overcast from the mountains to
the southeast. This meant that the planes flying in the
closed “box” were being fired on from above, even
though the gunners were apparently having difficulty
spotting the planes through the mist.

By now dangerously low on fuel, Fisher made one
final trip through he overcast, this time to help a
Forward Air Controller lead two B-57s down the val-
ley where they cou'd attack the target. Fisher and his
wingman, in their A-1Es, covered and directed the
C-123s out of the villey. In all, Fisher had spent some
two hours under the clouds in highly dangerous ter-
rain facing some of the war’s heaviest antiaircraft fire.

As it turned out. this was only the beginning for
Fisher. The enemy attack had left a lot of damage.
Friendly casualties were heavy. USAF and USMC
helicopters evacuat:d twenty-seven wounded before
7:15 p.m. A Marin® H-34 was shot down inside the
compound at 6:30 >.m., but its crew was evacuated.

#<43 The Communist barrage had leveled buildings and cut

ped_direct in_the GH3CH
helicopter that Tanded at the AC-47 crash site _and
érouégt out tEe tEree SUrvivors.
With only limited air support overhead, the friend-

up some of the canp’s barbed-wire defense. The tri-
angular-shaped fort with its 480-foot-long walls, was
hit hard but still in riendly hands. It was entirely pos-
sible that the enemy had withdrawn as he had done
after attacks on other bases. But just in case, the de-
fenders set up their communications to call in air strikes
at first light.

At 1:30 on the morning of March 10, troops in the
perimeter trenches heard the VC digging in about
100 yards away. Another enemy mortar attack was
launched, and by 3 35 a.m. the camp was fighting off
a full-scale assault. VMloving over the shattered barbed
wire, the VC broke 'he perimeter and entered parts of
the camp. US and government troops fired at the
enemy and, accord ng to Specialist Five Wayne H.
Murray, enemy bodies were being stacked up on the
wire, “They came in mass formation, fifty or sixty at a
time,” he said. As the defenders pulled back, their
supply of explosive shells used up, they threw grenades
at the attackers. The enemy soldiers were wearing
blue-green uniforms, civilian clothes, and camouflage
fatigues, much like those wom by government troops
in the camp, which nade the task of identification dif-
ficult. In the radio bunker, a USAF communications
sergeant reported tiat they were badly cut up and
could not last mucl longer without air support. He
directed air strikes cn the camp itself.

At 5:15 a.m. radar bombing began through the over-
cast. Nineteen of these sorties were flown up to 6:30
a.m. Three C-123s and one AC-47 provided flare sup-
port to the camp dur ng the hours of darkness. A Marine
A-4 was reported lost shortly after 7:00 a.m. He was
last observed by the FAC plunging into the overcast,
and he never came back up.

Hand-to-hand fighting was taking place in the sham-
bles of A Shau with ‘he defenders pushed into a single
bunker in the northern corner of the triangular fort.
At 7:30 a.m,, direct radio contact with the fort was lost.
The FAC in the O 1F Bird Dog overhead also lost
radio contact about {his time. Bombing was still taking
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Photo-diagram shows where Maj. Dafford Myers’ Skyraider stopped after he crash-landed on the A Shau airstrip. “X"

marks his hiding place off west edge of the sirip. Maj. Bernard F. Fisher brought h s A-1E under enemy fire onto the
debris-littered, 1,800-foot runway, taxied to Myers, and succeeded in taking off in a laring and spectacular rescue feat.

place through the overcast, but neither the FAC nor the
fighters could see the ground. About an hour later, the
FAC again reestablished contact with the ground and
was told that the fighter strikes were keeping the
enemy back and that the northern section of the camp
was still intact. The defenders occupied the wall where
the radio was located and wanted incendijel on the
southern wall held by the VC. The east wall of the
triangle was half occupied by friendlies and half by
the enemy. The defenders wanted fighters overhead
continuously. Incendijel strikes were placed on the
south wall and on enemy troops who were reported
massing to the east of the A Shau runway, which was
on the east side of the fort.

Although the bombing was continuous, weather
slowly deteriorated, and by 10:20 in the morning the
ceiling was down to less than 800 feet. By now the sit-
uation was getting desperate, and the trapped ground
forces radioed that they could hold out only another
hour and a half. They said it was useless to airdrop
ammunition as they would not be able to retrieve it.

Around 11:30 a.m. Major Fisher, his wingman, and
two other flights of A-1Es were over A Shau, diverted
from another mission. Fisher led his flight to the target
area by radio navigation and, as on the previous day,
located a hole in the clouds and brought his flight in.
Contacting the personnel in the fort, Fisher was told
that all friendly forces were now in the bunker in the
north corner and that his flight should strafe the walls
of the fort. Enemy AA fire, which had downed two
planes on the previous day, was more intense and ac-
curate than ever, but these attacks were essential.

Fisher led off with a strafing attack on the walls,
spraying them with 20-mm. cannon fire. After he and
Vazquez made two passes, he heard Maj. Dafford W.
Myers, leader of another flight of A-1Es from the 602d
Air Commando Squadron, ask the FAC for the way into
the target. Fisher climbed over the overcast, radioed
Myers to follow him, and brought this additional flight
down into the narrow canyon. Myers made two passes
over the target, firing his 20-mm. cannon. On his third
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pass, at about 800 feel, he took at least three .50-caliber
hits, one in his engin:. The engine caught fire, smoke
filled the cockpit, anc within a minute, the plane was
engulfed in flames. Myers was too low to bail out and #
could not see. Fisher ollowed alongside Myers, giving
directions for a land ng on the enemy-held airstrip.
First, Myers jettisonec his 100-pound bombs and then,
following flight directions from Fisher, brought the
plane into a wheels-u» landing on the strip. The belly
tank exploded on impact, and the plane skidded along
the jagged, wreckage strewn runway for several hun-
dred feet before it s'id off the west side, near the
embankment, with en:my troops on the other side.

Fisher called for a rescue helicopter, then circled
the burning aircraft. ‘{Ie saw Myers climb out of the
plane, his clothes still trailing smoke from the burning
cockpit. Myers jumpel into a small ditch off the run-
way among a clump cf weeds.

At this time Fishers flicht was joined by another
flight of A-1Es from tl.e 1st Air Commando Squadron,
flown by Capt. Jon L. L 1cas and Capt. Dennis B. Hague.
Fisher was told it wou d take fifteen to twenty minutes
for the rescue chopper to arrive. Believing that Myers
had been seriously injured, Fisher decided the chopper
would be too late, and inyway he doubted that it could
make it in against the intense enemy fire. Therefore,
he decided to land and rescue Myers himself. “I'm
going in,” he radioed Tague.

“We're here to cover you,” Hague replied.

The A Shau strip wes not considered safe for A-1Es
even under normal conditions. With fifty-five-gallon
oil drums, cans, and debris from Myers’ aircraft strewn
along the 1,800-foot ruaway, and gaping holes caused
by mortar blasts, the chances of landing a Skyraider
and bringing it up were slim.

Fisher went in on the north approach end, which
was blacked out with smoke and dust. He touched
down through the smol e and quickly realized he could
not stop in time so lifted off again. Doing a 180-degree
turn with enemy guns trained on him all the time, he

(Continued on following page)
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All smiles after one of the most dramatic rescues of the

Vietnam War are Majors Bernard Fisher (left) and Daf-
ford Myers. Fisher landed his Skyraider on the A Shau run-
way during the Viet Cong attack and succeeded in picking
up his fellow pilot, whose A-1E had been shot down earlier.

landed on the south end and, dodging debris as well as
he could, barely halted the plane at the runway edge.
He turned the plane around in the dirt off the runway
and started taxiing at full speed to avoid enemy fire,
all the time looking out his right window for Myers.

Streams of tracers came toward him, and he could
hear the bullets tearing the fuselage. About three-
quarters of the way down the runway, he spotted
Myers waving to him. He stopped about 150 feet be-
yond and started to unharness to go after what he
believed to be a wounded pilot. He could not see well
out of the right empty seat side of the plane, but
Myers, who was relatively unhurt, was making a fifty-
vard dash for the plane. Just before he could get out,
Fisher saw Myers, pulled him head first into the plane,
turned around, and took off.

Flying at treetop level till he gained speed, Fisher
finally got out of the murderous barrage and into the
clouds. Minutes later he landed safely with his pas-
senger at Pleiku.

It was a miraculous feat. All the maneuvering had
to be done in a tight, socked-in area. The A-1Es pro-
viding suppressive fire had run out of ammunition at
the time Myers was making his dash to the plane.
Enemy automatic-weapons fire was coming from the
camp area as well as from the hills above the camp.
The runway was jagged with tire-puncturing metal
ripped by mortar blasts. When Fisher landed at Pleiku,
his plane had nineteen bullet holes in it. His wingman,
Captain Vazquez, had taken twenty-two hits. Lucas
took eight hits, and his plane was severely damaged.
Myérs’ wingman, Capt. Hubert King, had to return to
Pleiku before Myers was hit, due to a direct hit on the
canopy which blurred his vision. Hague’s Skyraider
took no hits.

Commenting later on the operation, Captain Hague
said: “It was like flying inside Yankee Stadium with
the people in the bleachers firing at you with machine
guns.” Captain Lucas, who also provided cover for
Fisher and who took a .50-caliber hit which knocked
out his hydraulic system and started a fire in his cock-
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pit, said: “I gave 1im [Fisher] a hundred-to-one chance
of pulling it off.” Both pilots speculated that the North
Vietnamese had thought Fisher’s plane had been shot
down and were concentrating on the planes still flying,
saving Fisher until later. Myers himself told Fisher
when he was pu'led into the cockpit: “You dumb son
of a gun! Now n:ither of us will get out of here!”

Despite the va'iant effort of USAF and USMC pilots,
the decision was made to evacuate the camp. At 4:30
that afternoon, si<ty-nine of the survivors, most of them
wounded, were lifted out by Marine H-34 choppers.
Another thirty men, including two US Special Forces
personnel, left the camp by foot with radio equipment
around 5:00 p.m. The camp was officially closed at 5:45
p.m. In bringing out the wounded men, the Marines
lost two helicop ers. One crashed and bumed in the
camp, but its crew was picked up. Another with four
men aboard too: off and was listed as missing, be-
lieved to have crashed nearby.

In the two-dav action, 213 close-air-support sorties
were flown by USAF, USMC, US Navy, and Viet-
namese Air Force planes. Six aircraft were shot down
—the AC-47, A<, A-1E, and three Marine helicopters.
On the following day, March 11, another USAF A-1E
attacking the eremy-held camp was shot down, but
its pilot was recovered. Friendly losses at A Shau were
heavy, and an iriportant Special Forces camp astride
a primary enem infiltration route was lost. Five US
Special Forces porsonnel were killed, in addition to the
four Marine cre'v members of the H-43 and the two
USAF dead in the AC-47 incident (plus the man who
had to be abandoned). Nevertheless, in the fighting
against an overw helming force of crack North Vietna-
mese troops, airpower, despite incredibly poor weather,
was devastating. Although it will never be known for
certain, survivor: reported that 300 enemy troops were
killed by defend :rs and possibly another 500 killed by
air strikes.

Some have suggested that the camp could have been
saved if the defenders had been able to hold out for
one more night. Weather improved on the morning of
March 11, and it would have been possible to bring
airpower to bear more effectively on the enemy. Still,
despite the loss >f this important outpost, the US Air
Force wrote a new and glowing chapter in its history.
The valiant performance of men like Fisher, Peterson,
Myers, and the -rews of every aircraft committed to
this action matched anything in aviation history, ac-
cording to Gen. William C. Westmoreland, Commander
of the US Military Assistance Command, Vietnam.

“Without the :ir support you provided, we couldn’t
have lasted one day.” These were the words of US
Army Capt. Tennis Carter. He added: “If you hadn’t
flown at all, the Special Forces wouldn’t have blamed
yvou. It was suicidal, but you carried out your mission
anyway."—END

The author, Kennth Sams, is an experienced military his-
torian who has served at Hq. 2d Air Division (now redésig-
nated Seventh Air Force) in Vietnam for more than a year.
He has contribute 1 a number of articles on the Vietnamese
War to AF/SD, most recently in the March issue.
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FR(M: Det 6, 38th Aerospace Rescue & Recovery Sg, APO US Forces 96227
SUBJECT: Mission Narrative Report 1, Mar 66
TO: 3rd Aerospace Rescue & Recovery Gp, (JSARC), APO US Forces 96307
1. Mission Number: 6=38-52-13 Mar 66.
2. SAR Alerted by: Hot line from 3rd JSARC.
3s O5AR Adrcraft Used: 1 HH-43F,

Crew:

RCC Capt Ronald L. Bachman

CP Capt Harold D. Salem

HM TSgt Richard A. Connon
"RS SSgt David E. Milsten

4e Reaction time from initial notification to lst pickup: Approximately
35 minutes.

5¢ CAP Assistance: 2 UH-1B armed helicopters, 4 F-100, artillery.
6. Summary of Events:

At approximately 1450 hours, Det 6 was notified by 3rd JSARC on the
hot line that an unkmown number of army casualties required evacuation
from 11144 10659E. They requested our one HH-43F assist one UH-1B Med
Evac helicopter in extracting the casualties. The helicopter was refueled
to 1000# fuel, two stokes litters were placed on becard and Pedro 97
launched at 1500 hours. An attempt wes made to contact Dunbar uptake on
the FM frequency. Pedro 97 was able to receive on this frequency but
unable to transmit. I then landed at the battelion forward command post
at 1114N 10656E and obtained a UHF frequency and a VHF frequency on which to
contect RESCAP aircrafts I proceeded to the pickup point at 1114N 10659E
with two armed UH-1B helicopters as RESCAP, At this time artillery was
lifted, smoke was put out to mark the spot, the UH-1B's checked the area for
security and I made the first approach into the spot. A stokes litter hoist
pickup was made from approximately 120 feet from a bomb crater. During the
1st pick up the RESCAP received sniper fire to the North. After the pick up
the casualty was flown back to 1114N 10656E (LZ 12) and transferred to an army
med evac helicopter. Three more stokes litter pick ups were made with sniper
fire received during two of the operations with no nits on the aircraft. The



last four casualties were ambulatory so the pick ups were made with the
forest penetrator. During the final 6 extractions air and artillery strikes
were hitting within approximately 200 meters of the pick up point in an
attempt to suppress the sniper fire. The last four casualties were trans-
ported directly to Phuoc Vinh medical facility where Pedro 97 was refueled.
At the request of the medical persomnel at Phuoc Vinh, we transported two
patients and one passenger to the 93rd Med Evac hospital at Bien Hoa. Pedro
97 then returned to the alert pad at Bien Hoa.

Pedrc 97 flew 13 sorties for 2:35 hours. Eight combat caves were ol ired,
two patients evacuated and one passenger carried. All equipment on the
HH-/3F operated satisfactorily.

-
ONALD L. BACHMAN, Captain, USAF
Rescue Crew Commander
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33rd ARRS, Jen - Mar 1966

life raft and dropped smoke. A second smoke was dropped to mark the
exact spot. At this time a C-3A chopper was arriving on the scene. The
chopper recovered #1 and #2 survivors. The HU-1l€ crew continued the
search because they were advised it was a B-66 with six people aboard
that had gone down. The navigator eventually picked up beeper to the
left, turned 90 degrees left and survivoer #3 was spotted in an LFU. A
amoke bomb was dropped to mark location of #3 survover. 'As the chopper
was rescuing #3 survivor a Navy P-3A pilot advised he had seen a raft
but lost it. The HU-16 made an electronics run aid survivor #4 was
spotted on the first pass. Smoke was dropped and the chopper moved in
position to meke its 4th pick-up. Survivor #5 was spotted by the ALE
but visual contact was lost. The HU-16 made anotier electronics rum,

#5 survivor was spotted in an LPU., Smoke was dropjped again to mark
location., Survivor #5 was picked up at 1850 local. Search was continued
for survivor # until 2010 local before the HU=16 had to return to "hame
base". The missing man was the last one to leave the aircraft (maybe he
didn't). The HU~16 received no damage.

CREW RCC Captain Gary L. Nelson
CP Captain Frank J, Linseinsen
NAV lst Lt Lynn E. Martinson
RO AlC James C, Davis
™ TSgt Lyle E. Martinie
PJ A2C Jerry L. Coy

(5) Mission #1-3-18-14 March 1966. 1 sortie. An HU~16 on
orbit over the Gulf of Tonkin was notified that ar F-4C crew had been
downed by hostile gunfire. There were two surviwcrs in the water and
the HU-16 crew proceeded to and landed for a water pick-up. The HU-16
was drawing heavy fire from shore batteries as the first F-4C pilot
was being pulled aboard. The Albatross was hit by artillery fire and
immediately burst into flame. The crew abandoned the HU-16 and the two
survivors were picked up by U.S. Navy helicopters. Two HU=16 crewmen
were killed by the artillery burst and/or resulting explosion. The
F-4C pilots, Captain Bryant and Major Peerson, recsived back injuries.
The pilot and copilot of the HU-16 escaped unhurt, The navigator and
Flight Mechanic sustained serious injuries amd wer:s evacuated to U.S.
Naval vessels for medical treatment.

CREW RCC Captain David P. Westenbarger
CP 1lst Lt Walter E. Hall
NAV Captain Donald S. Price(Wounded in Action)
RO  AlC Robert L. Hilton (Killed in Action)
FM SSgt Clyde W. Jackson III(Wounded in Ac:ion)
PJ AIC Jemes E. Pleiman (Killed in Actiom)

¥ §



On many missions, the HU-16's have encountered ground fire, but,
to date, only one aircraft has been destroyed., On 14 March 1966, two
USAF F-4C pilots ejected and landed about two miles from shore. Crown
Bravo, piloted by Captain Westenbarger, landed to mak:2 the recovery. As
the aircraft taxied toward the downed crew, it was hi: by a mortar shell.
The explosion killed the radio operator instantly and the aircraft began
to sink. Four of the crew members got out., They and the F-4C crew were
rescued by helicopters from the Yorktown and the England. The pararescue-

134/
man was not recovered and is presumed to have gone dovmn with the plane.
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APTAIN bONALD S PRICE',I of Pennéauken, New Jersey, -

_released his safety belt as soon as the HU-16 Albatross am-
phibian touched down in the Gulf of Tonkin. Leaning far forward
in his navigator’s compartment, he saw the-downed USAF jet pi-
lot bobbing in his bright orange life raft, a few yards to the nr'ht
of the tail section of the Albatross.

“He’s right behind the tail section and’ a little to the star-
board,” Price called over the intercom to Captain David Westen-
barger, the aircraft commander.

“Roger. Reversing-engines.”

As he waited for the familiar roar of the propellers to go into
reverse pitch, Price glanced nervously at the nearby enemy shore
of North Vietnam. It wasn’t the first time he had landed in the
Gulf of Tonkin'in an Albatross. In November, 1965, his crew had
pulled a RF-101 reconnaissance pilot out of the water and returned

him to his base in South Vietnam. Still, Price couldn’t get accus- . |

tomed to being so close to the enemy ( :oast, to be bobbing up and
down in a vulnerable, slow-moving amp»hibian that was practically
under the barrels of Communist guns. :

The loud roar of the engines jerked Captain Pnce s eyes from
the enemy shoreline back to the downed jet pilot. The HU-16 eased
closer and closer to the raft, then stopoed. _ _, .

“All right, Pleiman, let’s get him 1board o pllOt Westenbarger
called.

Price saw the pararescueman, A1 James E Pleiman of Rus-
sia, Ohio, leap from the rear hatch of the Albatross and swim to-
: V.yards the raft. Captain Price could see that the downed pilot was
injured; blodd stains speckled the sice of the bright orange raft.

HEN Pleiman reached the raft, the fiyer grabbed the line

and held on tight. Good, Price thought. Now as soon as we
get the co-pilot, we can get out of here. I wonder— ia

Then the barrage of enemy shells began..

' The amphibian raised out of the water several inches, its nose

higher than its tail. Before he could get a grip on a fuselage brace,
Price tumbled backwards to the floor. A fire extinguisher broke
loose from its bracket and fell on his stomach; simultaneously, the
flare gun smashed against his head. Dazed and confused, the nav-
igator tried to get back on his feet.

Red shells slammed into the hull of the amphibian, tearing
jagged holes in the metal. Price, finally managing to struggle to
his knees, saw geysers of water fountain skyward alongside the
Albatross as the North Vietnamese zunners lobbed 105mm shells
at the plane. Stitches of machine-gun fire turned the area into
froth, and as Westenbarger gunned the engines of the plane, he
added to the deafening blasts of the enemy guns.

“Do you have him inside yet, Fleiman?”

Price heard the pilot frantically trying to contact the parares-
' cuemen on the intercom, but Pleiman didn’t answer. Price tried to
spot the pararescuemen from his comypartment window but the erupt-
~ ing water, and smoke from the exploding shells, disturbed his view.

continved on next page
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Grabbing the microphone, Price call-
ed, “I'll check on him, Captain.” E

He ran towards the rear of the am-
phibian, bounced from one side of the
fuselage-to the other as near-misses
rocked the Albatross. It* was obvious .
that the Communist gunners had held
their fire until the amphibian touched
down and was most vulnerable, then .
had opened up with everything they had
—{rom automatic rifle fire 1o 105mm
howitzers. As he fought his way towards
the rear hatch to help the pararescue-
man drag the injured jet pilot into the
plane, Price knew that in a matier of
minutes the Albatross would be past
the flying stage, that it would be shot
to pieces unless it could get out of the
target area.

' At the rear hatch, navigator Price
saw the flight mechanic, Sgt. Clyde Wil-
liam Jackson, of Fort Royal, Virginia,
leaning far outside the plane in an at-
tempt to help Pleiman drag the downed
jet pilot inside the plane. Turning to
A1C Robert Hilton, the radio operator,
Price bellowed, “Help him! Help him!"

Hilton, however, had already moved
io the hatch and was reaching out to
grab the side of theraft. .

“Try and get him close. We'll pull him
in as we take-" AT L

Suddenly, a crashing shell exploded.

Price had seen other 105mm shells
hit the water, had heard machine-gun
bullets thud into the Albatross, but this
time there had been no warning. One
moment he had been Eelling instruc-
tions to the men at the hatch; the next,
he had been fiying through the air to-
wards the aft bulkhead of the amphib- -
ian. The 105mm shell had entered the
HU-16 just aft of the right wheel hous-
ing, exploded, and opened up a nine-
foot hole in the fuselage. Price, not cer-
1ain of what had happened, had smashed
into the bulkhead and fallen to the
fioor, momentarily stunned.

He fought to open his eyes, to clear .
his brain, but it was several seconds
before he succeeded.

The inside of the plane was a roarins
inferno. Gasoline poured from rupture
fuel lines and flamed instantly. A JATO
bottle exploded, hurtling pieces of metal
through the plane like shrapnel. Price
could barely breathe in the stifiing heat
and the billowing smoke.

“Hilton ... Hilton, where are you?"

When there was no answer Price
crawled toward the hatch. He had gone
only a short distance when he saw the
ra'dm operator. On_e look was enough. -
Eilton was dead, victim of a direct hit.

"My God!" ; i

EE flames ‘were now threatening to

cut off his escape through the hatch so .
the dazed navigator tried to meve faster.
‘As lie neared the hatch he grabbed a
Yvselage brace and started to pull him-w
se!f 1o his feet, knowing that his best
cnhance of survival was to dive as far
from the amphibian as possible. It was
obvious that the plane was going to ex-
plode. L

_As he regained his {feet he saw a dark
object floating in the water beside the
aireraft, not recognizing it until an-
enemy shell hit nearby and a wave
turned it towards him. ; 5

“Pleiman!"

The pararescueman was dead, tooc.
Approximately five feet {rom the dead
airman, Price spotted the orange raft

30 with the injured jet pilot still inside it.

- Air Force Major James

" hit by enemy ground

" copters to the scene,

The flyer was staring at him helplessly.

“I'll get you if-"

At that moment, as Price tensed to
dive outl of the burr.inf amphibian, a
second JATO bottle expioded. The flash
of fire hit the navigator in the face, sear-
ing his hair, face and eyebrows. It also

blinded him, and before the stunned

captain could regain his balance, he
tumbled out of the hatch and into the
water, into the mids: of flaming oil and

. gasoline and  the exploding enemy

shells, .. -

The fine work of the Aer'nspace Res-

cue and Recovery Service in Southeast
Asia is well known. The pickup rate for
downed USAF, INavy and Marine pilots
is high; some fiyers barely get their
feet wet belore an zir rescue aircraft
lucks them {from the water. Sometimes,
owever, it is nol quite so easy, anc the
mission of March 14, 1966, was one of
the most rugged vet experienced,
When it ended an HU-16 amphibian
had been sunk for the first time since
1849, when the HU-16 originally went
into service, and one member of the res-
cue crew received the Air Force Cross
—the nation's second highest military
award for valor.
The mission began
routinely. A Phantom
F4B jet, operated by

M. Peerson and his co-
pilot, Czptain Lyn-
wood C. Bryant, was

fire as it came off targe: 2 %

in North Vietnam,

about 50 miles west of : H
&‘. :‘-th._'ﬁ"‘

PRICE

the Gulf of Tonkin.
“Over here ..."”

Peerson immediately
guided his crippled
plane towards the
waler, and radioed for .
help. g ;
_ “Mayday, Maycay! Crown Alpha this
is Pluto Lead. Hit by ground fire. Head~
ing for the gulf to eject. Present posi-
%on Js 20 miles southwest of Thanh
oa. *a ' N

THE amphibian ‘carrying navigator
Price and his crew had been circling

over the Gulf of Tonkin when the dis--

tress call had been picked up. The pilot
had immediately banked his Albatross
southwest and raced to the area at full
speed. Meanwhile, another Phantom jet
notifed the 4500-ton destroyer USS
Berkeley, sailing in the Gulf of Tonkin

" to coordinate rescue efforts, of the posi-

tion of the damaged aircraft,
“This is Pluto Two. Two-man crew

"ejecting now. Estimated touch-down

position is seven miles offshore near
Hon Me Island.” -
When Price heard the position report
he studied the map on his navigation
table for several seconds before calling
his aircraft commander on the intercom.
Price didn't like what he saw on the
map. 5y
“Captain, if they
Island as repor:ed,

znd near Jon Me
we may be in

.trouble. The Communists have enough

guns on the island
battle.” '

to.ﬁght a major
Westenbarger zgreed, but both men

. knew they had no choice. I{ their plane

reached the scene first. it was their duty
10 go down after the Syers.

“The Yorktown is sending three heli-
: " the captain told
Price, “but they're still a long way off.”

_Ten minutes later the amphibian or-
bited two miles south of Hon Me Island,
the crew searching the waters below

2 - -

for some sign of PeersoBryan&_.
“Are vou picking up theie*beeper?

Price asked. o I
“Roger. We hear it. They're in the
area. Now, if we can just spot them."
Two Navy Skyraiders were also cir-
cling in the wvicinity, fiying protec-
tive cover for the downed men. In the
distance Price saw the helicopters ap-
proaching from the Yorktown and,
farther south, the Berkeley was heading .
toward Hon Me Island. It was obvious
that ‘all airborne and sea rescue units
expected trouble in the rescue attempt
because of the proximity of the enemy
guns on the island. The only salvation
would be.if the two downed pilot: had
drifted away from the area after their

parachutes opened. y

“I don't see them anyplace,”" Pleiman
called from the rear of the aircraft.

Perhaps theg are further away from-"'

Suddenly the pararescueman stopped

talking for several seconds; then h;

yelled, “I see them! Right below us!"

“Near the island." ;

“Yeah, Too close, Captain. Too close
to the Reds. Look directly east of the
sharp point of Hon Me,"

Price looked down at the island, spot-
ted the point of land referred to by Plei-
man, and moved his eyes east. Suddenly
he saw the bright orange raft, barely
the size of a penny from allitude,
“Mighty close to those guns,” he mut-
tered. “Mighty close." )

Westenbarger spotted the downed Air
Force pilot about the same time &nd
made the only decision possible. “Pilot
to crew—going down. Jellisoning exter-
nal fuel tanks now."

“Roger." ; :

“We won't have much time,” he con-

_tinued. “Pleiman, as soon as we touch

down, go out the hatch. The others will
give you a hand. Price, have you seen-
any gunfire from the island yet?”

“Not one burst,” the navigator said,
searching the dot of land in the Gulf of
Tonkin with his glasses. “According to
Intelligence the Reds have the island
packed with guns, but so far it appears
that S-2 might be wrong."”

"I hope so."

Price continued to watch Hon Me Is-
land as pilot Weslenbarger eased the
Albatross towards the water. When he

“flew close to the island, Westenbarger

steepened his dive to avoid the expected
enemy fire, but no shells came their way.
It was as though the island was de-
serted, A few feet off the surface of the
gulf, Westenbarger broke his glide, held
the nose high, cut the throttles, and full-
stalled the amphibian into the water, As
soon as he brought the amphibian to a
complete stop, Price began directing him
to the downed jet pilot in the raft.

“He's right behind the tail section and
a little to the starboard.”

Still no gunfire came from the Com-
munist-held island. Price, tense and ex-
pectant, was amazed at the lack of re-
sistance. By the time Pleiman reached
the raf:. Price decided that the briefing
officers had overrated the epemy capz-
bilities. “}Now as soon as we ge: the co-
pilo.t, we can get out of here. I wonder

Seconds Jater the first enemy shell hit
the Albatross and within five minutes
two of the crew were dead, and the
others were floundering in the waters of
the Gulf of Tonkin, As for the amphib-
ian, it had dissppeared beneath the sur-
face... e

Price was still underwater when he
ovened his eves. The navigator felt as il
his lungs were about to burst. Fighting



the instinc: to inhale, knowing that he
would choke, the captain trieg to force
his way 1o the surface of the gulf. Wher
he raised his arms, however, sharp pains
knifed through his back. It was his first
indication that he *as wounded. Despite
the pain, Price used his arms to propel
himself up until his head fnally broke

through the surface and he could once *

again breathe. ]
“Help! Help!" s
* Price heard the plea above the steady

roar of the enemy gunfire, but he was .

so exhausted that several seconds
elapsed before he regained enough
strength 1o turn toward the man in
trouble. When he did, he saw jet pilot
Peerson in his raft, only @ few feet away.
At the same instant oil from the am-
phibian, floating on the surface of the
gulf, caught fire, Realizinﬁ that both he
and the jet pilot would be trapped in
the flames if they didn't clear the area,
Price swam to the raft and started push-
ing it east, to the middle of the Gulf of
Tonkin and awiy from Hon Me Island.
. Peerson looked at the navigator and
mutiered weakly, “You're wounded."
Price hac already noticed that the wa-
.ter around him was stained red. This
fact, adced 10 the pain when he raised

his arms and the burning sensation in

his back, made it obvious that fragments

{ the same shell which had sunk the
Albatross had also hit him. Wounded or
not, Captain Price knew he had no zl-
ternative except to keep swimming
away from the flaming oil and the ene-
my guns,

It was slow, arduous work for Price
as he fought to keep his head above wa-
ter and at the same time push the raft
with the downed pilot in it, The Com-
munists were lobbing their mortar shells
at the reit in a steady siream, and as
they burst and sent pgeysers of water
skhywarcd, the resulling waves lapped

over Price's head. They also rocked the’

raft and threztened to dump pilot Peer-
son into the gulf.

“Help! Heip!"

Again Price heard someone in dis-
iress. Kolding onto the raft with one
hand he searched the surrounding wa-

ter. Finally he saw a head bob out of the *

water, then cisappear again. It was the
flight mechanic, S/Sgt. Clyde W. Jack-
son, of Fort Royal, Virginia. Price knew
that he had neither the strength nor the
time to help Jackson, The man was too
far away. At that moment, however,
Price saw the co-pilot of the Albatross,
William E. Hall, swimming a few yards
south of the merhanic, Evidently the
wind had carried the flight mechanic's
plea for help away from Hall, since he
wasn't even looking in Jackson's direc-
tion.

“Get that man right behind you!”
Price screamed,

The co-piiot looked up, a startled ex-

pression on his face as the navigator's

words reached him through the din of
the explcding shells. Price saw Hall
iurn, spotied the bobbin” head of the
fiight mechanic and move juickly to the
man's side.

ATISFIED that Jackson was getting

the aid he so desperately needed, Price
turned his attention back to Peerson and
the raft. He had never been so tired in
his life. His eyes and face, burned by
the blast of the JATO bottle, hurt. So
did the shell fragments in his back, and
the loss of tlood, plainly evident by the
red trail which marked his path in the
water. His sirength sapped, Price looked
at the injured jet pilot in the raft; he
wondered how much longer he would
be able to help him.

.

Suddenly a deafening noise clogged
Price's ears and he felt a heavy weight
on his back, and the navigator was con-
vinced that he was having hallucina-
tions. He was, that is, until the weight
lifted momentarily and hit him again
with a resounding thump. Surprised,
Price looked around behind him and
couldn't believe his eyes,

“It can't be..." ‘

It was, The throbbing noise, filling his

ears along with the Dblasts of enemy
shells, came from an SH-3 helicopter
hovering directly above. The chopper's
rescue sling. was the “weight” on his
back! Grabbing the sling, Price threw
it into the raft and yelleqd, “Putiton...
put it around you!" » ;

Price watched the struggling jet pilot
attempt to slip inside the rescue sling,
but Peerson was too weak. Boosting
himself up on the side of the raft, Price
forced the sling over Peerson's head and

motioned for the helicoptor to pull up.

the major. An instant later Peerson was
lifted from the'raft and hoisted towards
the door of the chopper. -

few yards away Price saw another
helicopter picking up the remainder
of the Albatross crew znd the other jet
pilot. Holding onto the side of the small
raft that Peerson hzac been in, Price felt

better despite the heavy gunfire still di-

rected at him from the island. As soon
as, the chopper lowered the sling and
picked him up, they could clear the
scene and get back to the nearby car-
rier. It seemed to Price that he had been
in the water for hours.

“Here! . .. Over here!"

The captain heard the voice and rec-
ognized it instantly. He spotied Sergeant
Jackson a few verés away, alone and
floundering in the water. Later, Price
learned thzt co-pilot Hall had tried to
carry the chopper rescue sling over to
the flight mechanic, but before he
reached Jackson the whirlybird crew
had hoisted Hall out of the water, leav-
ing the crewman behind.

“Hold on, Jackson...I'll get you."

Price hat<d to leave the raft, but he
had no choice. He swam 1o the injured
Jackson, slipped & arm arcund him and
staried to dog-paddie back 0 the rait,
At that moment he spotted the SH-3
neading toward them and he ciopped.
He w:ziched the rescue sling swoop
down. made a desperate grab as it start-
ed past, anc snaggec it.

"“Get this on, Jackson,” Price said.
Quicl:ly he put the injured, exhausted
fight mechanic in the sling, and before
- e could even wave, the chopper crew
vsas pulling Jackson out of the water.
Frice saw several bullets penetrate the
side of the helicopter but it remained
zirborne, pivoting ir. the sky as only a
chopper can and head for a nearby snip.
Captain Price was now alone in the
wrater. All the others, except the two
cead crewmen, had been picked up. For
¢ few minutes the navigator thought
inat it was only a matter of time until
b e, too, would be hoisted to safety...
Tsut as the two rescue helicopters diszp-
peared from the scene he began to won-
cer. He saw them touch down on the
snips, but they didn't take off again. Hzd
} e been forgotten? Was it possible that
t e had been given up for dead, too? On=
rian in the Gulf of Tonkin was almecs:
indiscernible to the human eye. Perhza:s
in the confusion of the rescue attemgt
threre had been a miscount. Certainly
zfter a head count'was taken the res-
cuers would learn that he was unac-
counted for, but by then it would be too
late. Much too late, ) L

Using nearly all his remaining
sirength Price climbed into Peerson's
raft, only to discover that he was drifi-
i1g dangerously close to the shore of
FHon Me Island. Wearily he slid back
i1to the water and started swimming to-
vrard the open sea, dragging the rais be-
Find him. Exhausted, bleeding, ciscour-
aged, he still refused to give up, He was
cetermined to keep trying-—until he
tlavl:lked out or was hit by one of the Red
saells,

Suddenly the entire sky seemed to ex-
rlode. Two Air Ferce F-4s roared across
tie Gulf of Tonkin ai wave-icp level,
firing their rockets and machine guns
at the enemy gunners on the island. Two
junks that were heading in Price's di-
raction suddenly burst into flames and
sank, A Skyraider followed the jets and

tombed the beach. Smoke and debris.

few skyward and the concussion even
joalted Price in the water. ’

“They didn't forget me," he muttered,
fghting to keep his head above water.

A minute lzier Price saw a smazll
1U'H-2 helicopter flying slowly through
t1e curtain of fire towards him, a rescue
siing dangling behind. The chopper
came lumbering in. oblivious of the en-
emy shells. The rescue collar dropped

cnly a few feer (Continued on page 73 |




Nescne Mission

(Continued from page 31)

from the navigator and the helicopter
rewman in the haich yanked it into
rice's arms. Quickly, Price slipped it
under his arms. This time he ignored the
pain as he waved his arms, signaling
them to lift him out of enemy waters.

As they pulled him inside the chop-
per, the crewman at the winch grinned.
“Betier late than never!"

Price could only nod and mutter,
“Thanks.” .

The navigator was taken to an aircraft
carrier where a doctor picked out the
shrapnel and stitched his wounds, After
two weeks in the hospital, Donald Price
was back on Okinawa with the 33rd
Aerospace Rescue and Recover Squad-
ron, ready for action. He doesn't say
much about his experience, but the men
he saved made certain that Washington
was told about his heroic action., Con-
sequently in September, 1966, six
Jnonths after the mission, Captain Don-
z1d S. Price was awarded the Air Force"s

ross, the first navigator to receive the

wation’s second highest military medal
or valor.

No man deserved it more. A
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FROM: Det 6, 38th Aerospace Rescue & Recovery Sq, APO US Forces 96227
SUBJECT: Mission Narrative Report 15 Mar 66
TO: 3rd Aerospace Rescue & Recovery Gp, (JSARC), A0 US Forces 96307

1. Mission Number: 6=38-53=14 Mar 66.

2. SAR Alerted by: Bien Hoa Tower,

3+ OSaR Adr-~raft Used: 2 HH=43F helicopters.

Crewmembers of Primery Alert Aircraft Were:

RCC Capt Ronald L. Bachman

CP Capt Harold D. Salem

101 ISgt Richard A. Connon

RS AlC William H, Pitsenbarger

Crewmembers of the Secondary Alert Aircraft Were:

RCC 1/Lt Mark C. Schibler

CP Capt Edwin A. Hemningson
M AlC Gerald C. Hammond Jr.
RS AlC Henry J. O'Beirnme

4e Reaction time from notification to pickup: 35 minutes.
5. BAP Assistance: 4 UH~1B, 4 F100, 2 O1F.

6. Area and type of pickup: Forest penetrator hois” pickup from the river
bank for the survivor and a stokes litter hoist pickip from 130 foot jungle
for the deceased.

7« Survivor located by a pen gun flare. Deceased located by a ground party
lowered to the wreckage by holst from the helicopter:.

8. Survivors name: 1lst Lt Schneider, U.S. Army., Deceased name: unknown.
9« Summary of Events:

Det 6, 38th ARRS was notified by Bien Hoa tower at 0650 of an 01-F
ash 30 miles, 060 degrees from Bien Hoa. The primary alert helicopter
was scrambled at 0700 hours and the secondary alert halicopter was scrambled
at 0720 hours. Upon arrival at the area a USAF 01-F and two armed UH-1B
helicopters reported seeing a pen gun flare about 200 meters from the river
bank. No persomnel could be spotted on the ground bezause of the demse



<>

jungle. While searching, a second flare was spotted nearer the river., I
lowered my paramedic to the ground on the bank of the river where he con-
tacted the survivor by shouting. The survivor emerged from the jungle

onto the bank of the river where he and the paramecic were picked up by the
forest penetrator. The survivor was questioned abcut the other occupant

of the downed aircraft. He stated that the observer was still trapped in
the aircraft wreckage and when he touched the mans leg it felt cold so he
assumed him to be dead I did not believe this was conclusive evidence

that the man was dead. My paramedic examined the survivor and determined
that his injuries were not severe. I decided to keep him on board the heli-
copter and attempt to recover the observer, The wreckage was located and

I lowerc the paramedic to the ground by holst. Although he was lowerecd
right to a par® of the wreckage, the brush was so taick he could net lecate
the cockpit portion. 7T hoisted him hack on board tae helicopter so he could
take another lock fror above and alsc confer with tae survivor. He wa: tuen
lowered back to the ground where he located the coctpit portion. He requested
the assistance of the paramedic & the 2nd helicopter who was lowered by
hoist to the ground. Together they were unable to recover the observer.
Both helicopters were approaching minimum fuel at this time so the secondary
helicopter picked up the two paramedics. As they were lifted above the
brush on the forest penetrator they started to spin., As they approached the
helicopter their rate of spin increased. They were finally spinning at
about 60 RPM and one paramedic reported to be starting to grey out by the
time they reached the helicopter. They were then pulled on board the helicopter.
The two helicopters then proceeded to Xuean Loc to refuel and deliver the
survivor to the medical facility there. After consulting the two paramedics
it was decided there still was a possibility the observer was still alive.
They also stated that a minimum of 6 people were required to remove him
from the wreckage. The Army provided 10 Special Forces personnel to assist
in the operation. Beceuse all persomnel had to be lowered by hoist, I
decided the minimum of é people would be used. Another 6 would stand by

in case they were needed for security. The two parsmedics and 4 Special
Forces people were lowered to the wreckage by hoist, two at a time. While
the second alert helicopter was lowering their two people they noticed the
hoist cable was badly kinked (epparently from the extreme spinning) and
would not be safe for hoisting persomnel. Therefore when the observer was
recovered and found to be deceased the secondary alert helicopter hoisted
the body and some of the equipment out with the stokes litter while the pri-
mery alert helicopter hoisted the 6 people out in two separate loads using
the forest penetrator. The air cover remained on scene through the whole
%geration. The two rescue helicopters returned to Xuan Loc and refueled.

e primary alert helicopter returned the body and an escort of two Army
personnel to Saigon while the secondary alert helicopter returned to Bien
Hoa to replace the hoist cable. The two rescue helicopters flew 25 sorties
for 9+55 hours.

i
RONALD L. BACHMAN, Captain, USAF
Rescue Crew Commander
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Dog Rescued, Too

Day Packed
With 'Saves’

BIEN HOA AB — Air Force helicopter crews recorded
one of the busiest days in rescue annals, snatching wound-
ed soldiers, a downed air crew and a dog from Viet Cong

territory recently.

An emergency call sent the
first HH-43 crew racing to U.S.
Army troops wounded in “Opera-
tion Silver City” — and a search
and destroy operation in Zone
“D."” Under enemy fire, a res-
cue crew commanded by Capt.
Ronald L. Bachman, lifted eight
soldiers to safety.

Bachman later flew to the site
of a downed O-1 spotter plane
about 30 miles east-northeast of
this base. Orbiting over the
dense jungle, he and his rescue
crew searched for the downed
plane and two crew members.
After 20 minutes, they spotted
two flares rising from the un-
dergrowth.

1C William H. Pit
pararescueé man on the mission,

rode the hoist cable down into a
river near the crash site. He
waded ashore and moved
through the jungle, calling for
the downed pilot. In a few min-
utes, the pilot emerged from the
jungle several yards upriver.
With Pitsenbarger, he was hoist-
ed into the helicopter and help-
ed the rescue men locate his air-
plane. The pilot told the helicop-

Vietnam

Reporis

ter crew his spotter was killed
in the crash, but they decided to
recover the body.
» * L]

DESCRIBING his second de-
scent into the enemy-infested
jungle, Pitsenbarger said, “We
soon spotted the wreckage, and
again I was lowered into the
jungle for a close look. The trees
were so thick I couldn’t pene-
trate two feet without cutting
my way through. This is very
hard to do while you're looking
over your shoulder for the
enemy.”

Pitsenbarger decided he need-
ed help and asked A1C Henry J.
O’Beirne, a pararescueman on a
second chopper in the area, to
join him.

The two men struggled
through the thick jungle but
they were unable to remove
the downed flier. They return-
ed to the chopper and flew to a
nearby Special Forces camp
for more help.

Returning to the crash site,
the rescue men and soldiers
were lowered into the jungle.
Some took up defensive positions
while others removed the spot-
ter's body.

* * L

WITHIN an hour after return-
ing to Bien Hoa, Bachman's crew
went on another Zone “D” evac-
uation mission. It was joined by
another helicopter crew under
the command of Capt. Raymond
L. Murden.

The two crews removed six
wounded soldiers and a sentry
dog from the jungle battlefield,

“We were really surprised,”
said Pitsenbarger, “when we
saw the dog coming up with a
wounded Vietnamese soldier.
The dog added a little humor to

our work."
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FROM: Det 6, 38th Aerospace Rescue & Recovery Sq, APO US Forces 96227
SUBJECT: Mission Narrative Report of a Save 1 Mar 66
TO: 3rd Aerospace Rescue & Recovery Gp, (JSARCC), APO US Forces 96307
1. Mission Number: 6=38=54=1/ Mar 66.

2. SAR Alertsi by: 3rd JSARC.

3¢ OSAR Aircraft Used: 2 HI-A3F helicopters.

Crewmembers of Primary Helicopter Weres

RCC Capt Raymond L. Murden
CP Capt Charles P. Nadler
HM Al1C Alexander Montgomery
RS SSgt David E, Milsten

Crevmembers of Secondary Helicopter Were:

RCC Capt Ronald L. Bachman

cP Capt Harold D, Salem

M TSgt Richard A. Comnon

RS A1C William H. Pitsenbarger

4e Reaction time from initial notification to pickup: 46 minutes.
5o CAP Assistance: 2 UH-1B's (Falcon 81 and 87).

6. Area and type of pickup: Jungle area in "D" Zone with 125 foot trees,
hoist/stokes litter and forest penetrator pickups. 1114N, 10654E,

7. Survivors located by smoke grenades thrown from the ground.
8., Survivors names: Unable to be determined.

9. Summary of Events:

At 1304, 14 March 1966, 3d JSARC informed us thet the 173rd Airborne
Brigade had requested evacuation of casualties from war zone "D" 18 miles
northeast of Bien Hoa AB, RVN, Immediate refueling was requested for pri-
mary and secondary alert helicopters. The response was excellent., The
fuel truck arrived within two minutes of the radio request. Stokes litters
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chain saws and ropes were loaded onto the helicopters. The hoist cable on
Pedro 74, the primary alert helicopter was being replaced when we were
alerted for the mission. The cable had been damaged on a previous mission
today. Pedro 97, the secondary alert helicopter took off at 1325. Upon
completion of replacement of the hoist cable Pedro 74 took off at 1340,

We proceeded to 1114N, 10654E and alternated hoist osickups. The casualties
were in a small bombed out clearing in 125 foot tress. We could only pickup
one casualty at the time due to the power required “or hovering out of ground
effect.s To expedite the pickups Pedro 97 lowered two stokes litters on the
first pickup so the ground party could be loading a litter while waiting for
the next pickup. Pedro 97 made four pickups of fou* wounded personnel and
one scout dog. Pedrc 74 made two pickups of twe wounded persomnel. The
wounded were taker to & forward aild station four miles west of the pickup
point. CAP assistance wac two UH-1B's, Falcon 81 and 87 with €asper control
coordinating activities from the ground. All radio calls were on UHF,

Radio discipline was good. No ground fire was encountered. Crew coordination
was excellent., We flew a total of 14 sorties with 230 flying time and are
credited with 6 combat saves.

[ AWAS

RAYMOND L. MURDEN, Captain, USAF
Rescue Crew Commander
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MISSION HARRATIVE, 15 March 66 /}f

Jolly Greens 55 and 51 were scrambled from lNakhom Phanom at 0705,
takeoff was at 0710 local. The coordinates of th2 downed pilots
were ziven as 16° 32' North 106° 20! East. When Jolly Green 55
became airborne, Crown 57 was contacted and a bri:fing on the sit-
uation was given to the Jolly Greense. An aircraft had gone down
the eveninsz of the 1llith and an slectronic search since =arly morn-
ing of the 15th had produced beeper signals from the area of the
downad aircraft. Jolly Green 55 advised Crown 57 that since the
possibility of a trap existed it would be necessary to have voice
contact or a2 positive identification on the pilots before Jolly
Greens woul ! be commitod. ‘This informatior was passec to Compress
by Crowr 57.

Jolly Grz=n 55 and 51 continued ocut the 130° radial of Channel 89,
skirting known flak position anroutz to the area of thz downed air-
craft. The weathsr =nroute was scattered clouds vith visibility
aporoximately 2 miles in haze. As the Jolly Greens approached the
area, Crown 57 had =stablished voice contact with one pilot on the
ground, and the pilots authentication was correct. Smoke flarss
were ignited by the survivors on the ground and taere positions pin
pointzd by the Sandy aircraft. They were seperat:d approwimatsly
200 yards and were unaware of each others positicn, bzscause Jaﬁy one
had voice contact. o g,
&k by Q.’

i)
Due to the bad visibility the Sandys were request:d by thépdo jedto éioﬁlo
Greens to send one flight of Sandys to 8,000 feet above the nes 5!
to aid the Jolly Gresns in finding the location. Jolly Green
and 51 made visual contact with the Sandies at 0825, a descen
was started over the downed pilots position. One pilot set off e
another smoke flare at this time making his position readily known. )$3§;
The descent was contimued and during the first fly by the pilot -
on ths ground was contacted by voice and asked to let the Jolly p
Green know if there was any ground firs as Jolly ireen flew over' B, *8
him. A high speed pass was made because of the close proximity of
villages to the downed pilot. The tip tanks were dropped when the
fuel load was at the proper load. Jolly Green 51 was advised of
Jolly Green 55's fusl load as Jolly Green 55 came to a hover over
the downed pilot who had voice contact with the Jolly Greens.
The tree penatrator was lowered with the seats oui, bzcause the
pilot had reported that he was injured and unable to use his hands
very effective. As the penatrator hit the ground the seats folded
upe. The pilot attempted to pull them out again, Hut he was unable
to do so bscause of injuries. The penatrator was brought up and
the pararescusman (AlC Kraft) was lowsred to assist the injured
pilot. Airman Kraft and the injured pilot were biouzht vp on the
penatrator at the same time. Meamwhile the other pilot had seen ™ J
the helicopter come to a hover presumabley to picic up his buddy
and he hiked over to our position and was waiting to be picked up
also.,,Fhe penatrator was again lowerad and the seccond pilot was
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brousht on board. The pick up was completed at 03L1l, at 1000' terrain
elevation, requiring approximately a five (5) mimite hover. While in
the hover one village could be seen with clarity some 150 yards at our
1l o'clock rosition. No ground fire was heard nor was any villagers
seen. A elimb back to 9000, fset was accomplished and the return trip
was uneventful,

The survivors were: Major Eddie Paige Jr.
WO D.D. Redmond, USMG

Low Bird High Bird

RCC Captain Jerry W. Jennings RCC Major Balum L. Stearman
RCCP Captain Willism R. Uhl RCCP lst Lt Lawrence C. Rice
HM SSgt Michael R. Holloway HY TSt Sp2nece 0. Heywood
PJ AlC Dennis J. Kraft PJ A20 Robert Williamson

2RRY W. JENNINGS M
Captain, USAF

RCC Jolly Creen 55

N g f S G
Hy)  AFR-273-2
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Det 5, 38th Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Sq 31 Mar 66 c }
APO T.J 1.‘ I‘”"S 06237 L/

SUBJECT: Mission Recommzndations

TO: Commander b¢

30th Aerospace Rescue and Recovary Sg
APQO US Forces 96307

In the attached mission narrative of 15 Mar 66, tie second pilot he

e=n 1 -akad ard was pin pointed. In electing to leave his position

he couwic have b=en lost for contact ard as he had no radio, relocatll

nim would have been time consuming at least. The man could have been

firzd upon by the helicopter crew or he could have run into hostile 24
action in coming to the helicopter. I recommend that the 3rd ARRGp~

publish a pampnl=2t each month that is sent to all fighting units in

SEA and that it include all helpful unclassified information (or we

could classify the paper and maybe should). The ise of the 150 foot

of nylon cord by the F-105 pilot to lower himself down the cliff on

o

our latest pickup is another worthly idea. B
%@?QE 1 Atch

Major, USAF Mission Narrative, 15 Mar 66
Commander

DOWNGRA DFED Ay
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WORLDWIDE AIR FORCE NEWS IN BRIEF

AIC Dennis Craft almost jumps
right out of his skin when someone
taps him on the shoulder.

Craft, pararescue medic aboard
an HH-3C helicopter of the 38th
Aerospace Rescue and Recovery
Squadron in Vietnam, had de-
scended by cable into the jungle
in enemy territory to rescue two
downed F-4B crewmen. WO D. D.
Redmonds, injured when he and
Maj, Eddie C. Paige ejected from
their Phantom, was being strapped
into the helicopter’s hoist chair by
Craft after spending the night in
the jungle.

While he was strapping Mr. Red-
monds in, Craft felt someone tap
him on the shoulder. Not knowing
that Major Paige was in the area
wo, the rescueman got quite a
shoek. Both fliers were evacuated
safely by the HH-3C crewmen and
the storv had a happy ending.

Just don’t tap Airman Craft on
the shoulder. that's all!

A class of Air Training Com-

mand student  pilots Al Arnzona
skies i their T-38 Tualons, which
have maraed five vears of use in

supersonic pilot training. More than

1,700 fliers, have trained in the
SO0-mile-per-hour Taulon, whic
Llurllkj.' the past 1hve

past
piled the most outst
record of Gny supersonic

in the Air Force
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On Top & On Tap

®* The aeromedical evacuation
system in the Pacific is expanding
from one aeromed evac squadron
to an acromed evac group and three
squadrons.

® An Air Training Command
plan would move Air Force's Chap-
lains School from Lackland AFB,
Tex., to Maxwell AFB, Ala.

* A team of Air Force Medical
Services officers at Lackland’s Wil-
ford Hall USAF Hospital has devel-
oped a new dental appliance that in-
creases the effectiveness of radium
therapy for oral cancer.

®* The Air National Guard is air-
lifting some 10 percent of patients
being moved through Air Force's
acromedical evacuation system.

® The late Gen. H. H. (Hap)
Arnold, World War Il leader of the
Army Air Forees, will be the sub-
ject of a biography now being writ-
ten. Publication by Random House
is expected “sometime in 19677

* Maj. Gen. Robert P. Taylor,
Chief of USAF Chaplains, retire
on September 1. His replacement
will be Brig. Gen. Edwin R, Chess
who has been nominated by the
President for promotion to two-star
rank
officers  and
us about hous

find the
In i special four-page report
i the October 15su L

* \ietnam-bound

ere will

Our congratulations to TSgt.
Loren Leonberger, editor, and his
staff on the: Bolling AFB Beam,
bise newspaper. The Heam wopped
all other Air Force base newspa-
pers in the 1965 American Heri-
taze Contest, judged by Newsweek
Magazine editorial staffers. Earlier
th's year the Beam was cited by the
A r Force for its “exceptional jour-
nelistic contribution to the US Air
Force information program and the
A r Force mission.”

Voests designed for stock car
drivers are being coupled with ice
chests as a possible means of keep-
ing aircrews cool in tropical heat
ard humidity. Test results of the
device are under study by the Acro-

space Medical Research  Labora-
tories, Twenty-five pounds of e
will keep: one man cool for four
howurs.

Air Training Command pre-

vented what could casilv have been
¢ serious morale problem for over

000 recrunts ot Amarillo AFR,
Iix
When o limted  outbreak ol
teenimgitts oecurred o ackland
IFebruary, ALC senmt the

“FI3oan
cruns oy Amartle | LEa e

mect the pavn i
v additionild

wl arhted 1o Asnan

irement

COPuLer was deised

Becau: i 1 i A

e Alrman
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Pictures here show actual rescue in North Vietnom. HH-
3E (top), Hanked by A-1Es, heads for spot where F-4B was
downed. F-4B crew is found, and HH-3E hovers while
paramedic Dennis Craft (with helmet) attaches  hoist
to Warrant Officer D.D. Redmond (second from top).
Moments later, Maj. Eddie Poige, F-4B commander is
lifted. Craft reports on condition of men (second from
battom) while Redmond, wounded, sprawls on HH-3E cab-
in floor. They relax a little (bottom) on way home.

AF Museum Photo

15Mar66.jpg
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FRQM: Det 6, 38th Aerospace Rescue & Recovery Sg, APO US Forces 96227
SUBJECT: Mission Narrative Report 17 Mar 66
TO: 3rd Aerospace Rescue & Recovery Gp, (JSARC), APO US Forces 96307
1. Mission Number: 6-38-58-15 Mar 66.
2. SAR Alerted by: 3rd TFW Command Center.
3. Type SAR / reraft Used: One (1) HH-43B and two (2) "H-43F helicopters.
Recovery Helicopter Crews:
Pedro 74 (3 saves)
RCC Capt Edwin A, Henningson Det 6, 38th ARHIS
CP t Mark C. Schibler Det 6, 38th ARRS
m1 A1C Thomas C. Story Det 6, 38th ARRS
RS A1C Henry J. O'Beirne Det 6, 38th ARRS
Pedro 97
RCC Capt Raymond L. lMurden Det 6, 38th ARRS
CP Capt Maurice G. Kessler Det 6, 38th ARRS
HM A1C Alexander Montgomery Det 6, 38th ARRS
RS SSgt David E. Milsten Det 6, 38th ARRS

Pedro 79 (2 saves)

RCC Capt Joseph E. Symonds 38th ARRS
CP Capt Louis J. Pottschmidt 38th ARRS
M SSgt James M. Fitch 38th ARRS
MT SSgt Howard L. Mott 38th ARRS

4o Reaction time from initial notification to picl=up: 25 minutes.

5. CAP assistance: One (1) USAF O-1F FAC; Rescort: Two (2) U.S. Army
UH-1B helicopter gunships.

6. Area and type of pick ups: Day recoveries witt rescue hoist and stokes
litter from hostile area heavily wooded with trees 50-150 feet high.

7. Signalling equipment used to locate wounded evscuees: Smoke grenades.

8. Survivor's names and serial numbers: Neither available nor possible
to obtain '



9. Summary of Events:

At 1345 hours word was received that an estimated 16 U.S. Army casualties
were located in a heavily wooded gungle 105 degrees at 15 miles from Bien
Hoa AB (coordinates 10° 55'N, 107° 05'E). Hoist and stokes litter operations
would be required to recover them from this area which had a predominant
tree line height of 125 to 150 feet. Pedro 74 was refueled, scrambled and
airborne at 1355 hours for a reaction time of ten minutes. Pedro 79 was to
be scrambled from Tan Son Nhut to act as our top cover ship; they were air-
borne a short time thereafter. Pedro 97 was experiencing maintenance
difficulty and would scramble to the scene as soon as their situation per-
mitted. Shortly after take off, radio contact was established with the USAF
Corward Air Controller (FAC) who was orbiting the scene; he conducted a
situetion briefing for us during the enroute flight. Though the pick-up
area was no. described as secure, there were numerous "friendlies" in the
vicinity, and ground fire was not observed at any time during the mission.
There were only scattered clouds in the area and visibility was excellent,
gso weather was not a factor. Pedro 74 rendezvoused with the FAC over the
scene a few moments later. He was able to point out exact pick up locations,
and arranged to have them marked for us with smoke grenades. This assistance
was invaluable and expedited the process considerably because the casualties
were widely dispersed and without radio equipment. In only one instance
was it necessary for us to lower a paremedic to thz ground to determine if
assistance was required. The first and second casiaalties to be picked-up
were recovered from a "bowl" (low spot) in the junzle canopy approximately
50 to 75 feet below the rim of tree tops surroundiag the immediate area.

The initial survivor was hoisted aboard and securel in the cabin without in-
cident and the crew proceeded to recover the seconi wounded man from the
same spot. Then, while the helicopter was hoverinz at approximately 65 to
70 feet altitude with a casuclty 50 feet off the ground in the hoisted
stokes litter, a power loss occurred. Hover power settings had been a
steady 36 psi torquemeter setting with 255 to 257 rotor RPM. The co-pilot
confirmed that all performance instruments had beea indicating "in the
green", Without any noise, vibration or other indication of difficulty,
except for a gradual settling of the aireraft, rots>r RFM dropped to 230,
Efforts to increase RFM with the engine speed gowernor switch were un-
guccessful. A portion of the hover-clearance abov: the trees was sacrificed
in an effort to regain RRAM by lowering collective slightly; this technique
was likewise unsuccessful, What little hover-clea-ance above the trees
remained was "traded and played" in a desperate last-ditch effort to keep
the helicopter airborne by sliding into translational 1ift. By a series

of gentle turns to teke advantage of low saddles in the tree tops the heli-
copter was nursed in a shallow climb up and out of the heavily wooded jungle.
From the time that the power loss occurred until the helicopter had climbed
out above the trees the rotor RPM never varied from 230 REM. This 230 REM
remained constant despite the many and varied combination of factors, any

of which should have produced a change, i.e., efforts to "beep" it up, ‘e
the transition to forward flight (translational 1it) and increased collective
power settings to 39 psi of torque. Only after the trees had been cleared,
the helicopter was accelerated to above 40 knots, «nd the collective power
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setting was reduced by 10 or more psi of torque was it possible to regain
rotor RFM to the normal operating range, and even then it seemed a slow
process. IU appeared as if the rotor REY respondel very sluggishly to
efforts at restoring it to 248 RFI. The helicopter was flown to the nearest
clear area, landed, shut-down and inspected. No damage or deficiencies

were noted and so the helicopter was thoroughly rua-up, checked in emergency
fuel, etec., and then flown back to home base with ninimum crew and a UH-1B
gunship escort. Pedro 74's two recoveries had beea transferred to Pedro

79 vho evacuated them to the 93rd U.S. Army Field Hospital. Pedro 79 then
returned to the pick-up area to recover two more cisualties who were awaiting
evacuation. After dropping off 2 of Pedro 74's craw members at Bien Hoa AB,
Pedro 97 slso returned to the pick up scene, but racoveries had been tem-
porarily secured in th: -rea while the ground search for additional casusltles
continued Both Pedro 7¢ and Pedro 97 then recovered at Bien Hoa AB %o re-
fuel and await further developmen .s/instructions. At 1745 hours a request
was received from the incident site for the recove:ry of one deceased which
was supposed to have represented the final casualt;” in the area. However,

a short time later it was determined that there was another injured survivor
for pick-up. Pedro 74's crew took off (in another helicopter) for the

scene at 1800 hours, arriving in the area approximately 10 minutes later.

As before, the FAC directed the helicopter to the exact pick-up site, and
except for the complication of strong and gusty 15 knot surface winds in

the area, the final survivor and the deceased were hoisted out without
difficulty. Both were then flown to the 93rd U.S. Army Field hospital

neer Bien loa, after which Pedro 74's crew returned to home base, mission
completed. The coordination and support from rescep (FAC) and rescort
(UH-1B) crews during this mission was outstanding; both parties were very
cooperative and responsive to our needs. This was especially true during the
period complicated by Pedro 74's in-flight emergency. The rescort and rescap
personnel were alsco instrumentel in simplifying identification of pick-up
locations through radio instructions, smoke drops, ete. Their assistance
made possible a smooth running operation free from confusion and excessive
radio chatter. The crews of the three rescue (Pedro) helicopters performed
very well; cooperation among them was excellent. IDspecially worthy of note
was the skillful performance of Pedro 74's hoist operator. He was faced with
an extremely criticel and difficult set of circumstances when the in-flight
emergency occurred as he was hoisting a casualty. His quick-thinking and
professional response to this situation were vital factors in preventing
further injury or loss of the survivor during the sequence of events that
followed. With regard to the in-flight emergency, it should be noted that
it was necessary to evacuate the helicopter ?:.f at all possible) for two
reasons: First, in an unsecure arez such as that, the helicopter might
likely have been destroyed by hostile forces. OSeccnd, maintenance activities
at that forward area would have been enormously complex. The return flight
to home station was uneventful, and the malfunction did not reappear. How=-
ever, no real effort was made to duplicate the situation; every effort was
made to "baby" the helicopter power-wise in order to make it home success-
fully. An engine fuel control malfunction was the suspected cause of Pedro
74's emergency. The fuel control has been replaced, and OHR and EUR reports
have been/will be submitted.

L

EDWIN A. HENNINGSON, Captgfn, USAF

Rescue Crew Cormander 3
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FRQ(M: Det 6, 33th Aerospace Rescue & Recovery Sq, 470 US Forces 96227
SUBJECT: Mission Narrative Report 18 Mar 66 7
TO: 3rd Aerospace Rescue & Recovery Group, (JSARC), APO US Forces 96307 ¢¢(/
1. Mission lumber: 6-33-62-16 Mar 66. Lﬁr
2. SAR Alerted by: 3rd JSARC. pp
3. SAR Aireraft Used: 2 HH=-43F.

Crevmenbers oi Prusary Aircraft Were:

RCC Capt Harold D, Sglen

CcP Capt Ronald L. Bachman
H4 AlC Gerald C. Hammond Jr.
RS SSgt David E. Milsten

Crewmembers of Secondery Aircraft liere:

RCC Capt Zdwin A. Hemningson
CcP 1/Lt Mark C. Schibler
HM AlC Thomas C. Story

RS AlC Henry J. C'Beirne

4e Reaction time from notification to pickup: 30 minutes.
5. CAP Assistence: 1 01-F, 1 C-47, 2 UH-1B

6. Area and type of pickup: Helicopter landed in 1 clearing in a rubber
plantation. Casualty and deceased were litter loadsd on board.

7. Casualties were located by flare and radio directions.
8. Survivors name: Captlain Kent Miller, U.S. Army. Deceased name: unknown,
9. Summary of Events:

Det 6, 36th ARRS was notified by 3rd JSARC at 2050 hours, 16 March 1966,
that several Special Forces personnel were seriousl; wounded and needed to be
evecuated by helicopter from an insecure area (10531, 10713E) as soon as
possible. The primary alert helicopter was airborne at 2100 hours, the second-
ary helicopter at 2110. Shortly after teke off comrmnications was established
between the Forwerd Air Controller and a light fire control team. At approxi-
mately 2110 the forward air controller had the perscnnel on the ground fire a
flare to help guide us to the area. Once in the area I asked the flare ship
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to drop a flare to mark the spot and to drop it on the north side of the landing
area, as the wind was from the south and would drift the flares away from us
and also put the light to our back, making the approach much easier. Persomncl
on the ground pinpointed the area with flashlights. With the fire control team
elose by, I decended and landed in the small clearing at 2117 hours. The Rescue
Specialist was escorted by 3 camouflaged Vietnamese special forces personnel
about 100 yards into the jungle where one of the cezsualties lay. The helicopter
mechanic irmediately began loading the other casualty (he had been killed
instantly) asboard the helicopter. Working with extreme speed and efficiency
they had both casualties aboard the helicopter in less than 4 minutes after

our landing. After teke off we received instructicns to take the casualties to
93rd Field Hospital near Bien Hoa. The Rescue Specialist gave first aid on

the way to the hospitsl. The casualty, Capt Kent Miller € beer shct ‘=2 the
right arm and in both legs, breaking them below the kwac. The primary wal
secondary helicoplers returr .0 Uc D%er Hoa at 2150 hevrs. The twoe Yescue
helicopfers flew 4 sorties fgp 1+35 hours.




| ~ DOWNGRADED
NARRATIVE OF MISSION BY JOLLY ORSEN 51, 20 Mar &6 | _
i VI{_] _AER-20:

Followirg an urgent requast for help, two Jolly Orien (i5«3E) which were . = _ ___
standins strip alerti In 2 remote erea of Southeast Asia, were directed te

recover 13 friendly troops ecut off anc surrounded by the Pathet Lao foroes.

The Jolly Creens first had to defuel suxiliary tancs and then the intermsl 2
in order to configure the aircraf:t for the recovery effort,

Upon joining with additional recovery aireraft, foir Skyraiders of the USAY
(S-nd?s), the tesm proceeded to our rscavery area located 0&2/2 from Lime

8t This perticular ares ‘L: infestec w th hoatils troops and has
; ln*a tions of gqua: S0%¢ machine puns, ™~ ar entry to the eres,
we were advised that the nird.n'um safe altitu ds o ~id enemy ground fire

wes 5500 MSLe

Upon arrival of the recovery team at the ssene;, a site *T wms to be
displayed as & recognition signal, The signel wae finally located in
just about the most inaccesssble srea a person could get, It was later
deterninad that the govermment trocps wers forced lnto the area by the
unfriendly forces, It i» a mountainous, rugged ar:a, and a landing was
impossidbles I flew Jolly Green 51 into the canyon expacting retallitery
fire but none was evident., Prior io this, the Saniy crews had flown over
the area to examine and popsibly deteot ensmy groud forces. I am sare
the presence of the Sandy aireraft prevented any ground fire from being
aimed in our direction since friendly aircraft had reported ground fire
just prior to ocur entry to the pickap area.

On my first entry to the canyon I was forced ocut die to lack of awilable
power, I next asked Sandy for a smoks bomb to hel) determine wind direete
ion. This they readily suppliec and it omly showed that there was no wind
at all. Another trip into the canyon was macde in o different directiom
and a power cheek was performed, followsd by a hovur over the trapped mem,
The hedast wme lowered and recovery imitiated., Throughout this maneuver,
the Sancdy airoraft maintained & race track pattern around the hmw
Jolly Greens to discourage any would be sniper from shooting, I e
to hover high in order to have altitude to execute an emergensy exit
of the econfined area. This altitude was over 200 ‘eet above the te
and out of ground effect. I picked up three men in my first attempt
was sabout to holist the fourth when my #2 engine fire warning light
usinated. I informed Jolly Oreen 56 that I would Iike to leave the b
to check things over and allow hia to contimue with the recovery.
retrieved one men only and experienced some difficulty with his aire
Loss of RPM wes eminent if he contimed and I asked if we could land
ulrbyndtmu‘tuuforwplmﬂ to his »ireraft and contime
vith the pitikaps with Jolly Green 5l. In the mean time I went baek f
a fourth sitempis, Following pickup of the hth man it was evident tha
m&n pisktups would endanger tha Jolly Oreen erev of 4 plus tln Sp
engers I had aboard the airoreft, due to the limitud 2b1e,
procésded to-Site ”tttchm.duud thntth-ulo.l‘lml -
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wors located there and we could safely land and oflload the passengers
and return for the remaining eight surrounded soldlers.

Upon return to the pisckup area, Jolly Orsen 56 recovered four mere men

by heist, and I recovered the remsining four via the sams method. Again,
the Sandy sireraft provided rescsp for the Jolly Greens and kept the snemy
svay from our arsa. I would liks tp podnt out tha: this was not a nermal
PRYTRACTION® but a rescus and that a pickup from over 200 fest takes aa
eternity, if not on the clock, in my mind. No doult the rescuees felt
somevhst apprehensive about coming up sich a long vay also. Quite poesibls
to, the helicopter is q ite vulmureble to ground fire but in a situatiem
which we encountered, a low hover anc loss af rotar rmm could prove te be
dismgtrous sincs the escape route wes over & ridge and thus necessitated

e slimd with an alresdy de. rioreting situstiom resultiag from roter desey.
%y higi hover pald olf during my 4th pickup, first ge-arcund, The engiaes
wore topped and we experiensed rotor droop with ¢ 185 in the hedst, J
started s gredual desocent to obtain sdditiomal rpm and sirspeed tUms ene
abling us to recover the man in formard flight of 25 knote sirspeed.

The mission was performed as requested and was successful, The thirteem
govermmant troops were returned to friendly forces,

The three orewmembers of Jolly Creen 51 which wvas assigned Low Bird, pere
formed in 3 commendable manner, I would like to single them ocut and
commend them for their performance of duly during an extremely diffieult
mission into known hostils territory with imown gun emplacements.

Captain Dale V. Hardy, .  CowPilot
AlC Robert E, Crites, ____ _ _ Helicopter Hechanie
A2C John J. Degneau III, Paremedic

Technical Datas OAT 28°C, Pressure Altitude 3000', Fuel om board 2400
lbs, Five persons on board fgr firet L pilolups, time
total of nine personnels Ower 200 feet of hoist cable used
for each pickup.

ROBERT D, FURN, FRE9I02 DOW'\‘GFPSE%E,.;
Captain, USAY 11y AP
Besoue Crev Commander : 18 MY

DOWIORADE AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS
nms.'nm ATTER 12 YRARS
D DIR 5200,10 -

9

NCEL

iﬁ’p oiz 5
CONEORENTIAE



Robert1
Line


MISSIOK HAERATIVE
20 Maren 66

Jolly Oreen 51 and 56 wers scraxbled from a fopward operating site teo
recover a group of friendly forces wio's position had Lecer over run,
After adjusting our fuel load for “he mission we rrocesded to the ree
covery arca with four Sandy (A-18's) as escort. 4n Air America Helie
Carrier scted as Forward Air Coniroller, The area was hostile snd
positicn vas within two miles of imown hostile gun emplacements,

Jolly Green 51 proceeded in for 2 pickup with Sarcys providing cap and
smoke plus firin- a few well plancec rockets to discoursce unfriendly
forees located i the ; ound

The pisimp sree was in extremsly rugged wrrein at 3, feet MBL

elevation, A 200 foot hover wur neceesary eac our op  tiom was at

our maximum power limits, Jolly Green Si recovered 3 personrel and

then reeeived two fire warning lichts, He trensitioned into forwerd

flight and we (Jolly Oreen 56) proceeded into the srea to attempt &

piekup, We came to & high hover and lowered the hoist, Just after

one of the personnel mounted the Pree penetrator ws experienced rotor

decay and started to settle, I was forced to lowsr the nose attempting

to regain treanslatiomal 1ift in forverc flizht, The next few seconds

were harrowing for beth the peopie in whe airersft anc ocur passenger

on the hoist. We lost altituce until we nad regained suificient fore

ward speed and narrowly mnissed damaging the roter blades on the canyon

wlles, The man on tae hoist had mapa:ed to stay on the hoist, 8gb

Y blood contirued the holst pisiman ané I held tne airspeed InCF PDED
to 25 knots until he waz safely in the aircraft, e sustained 2
=inor scratches and briises, i AFR-20%

It was obvicus we were too heavy to contime the pickups., I eoorde ¢ 5 (il
inated with the FAC to lead us to the closest safe landing arsa to =
offeload the parsonnel already picked 7p and to burn off additional

fuel, reducing the gross weirht. Both Jolly Greens proceeded to a

nearby Lima 8ite, off-loaded cur nassengers and returned to the piecke ngm > 4 2
up area, Jolly Green 55 proceeded in first and pizked up L more L er .
personnel on the hoist followed by Jolly Oreen 51 who picked up the :
remaining 5 personnel, Ome more moment of terror, one of the passe %

engers ir Jolly Oreen 55 dropped a hand grenade in the cabin compe 2.

ment, Both Jolly Oreens plus escort proceeded bact to our forwerd = = 5

operating site without incident with the persomnel reccvered. 9"‘ \’;9 _'
Low Bird - Jolly Oreen 51 High Bird - Jolly Green 56 5
T Nobert D, Furman, Capt é lmm-m : \Q
RCCP Dale ¥V, Bardy, Capt RCCP Donmald A. Vevra, Major % \ 7%
HM Robert E. Crites, AlC HX Theodore H. Youngblood, 88gh  \ | T
PJ John J. Dagneau III, A20 PJ Williat G. Deniels, M8g%  ~ A

i : B W s

i

v A0 <
HORUN B, KAMHOOT ]ARODC #'éé/;l/ﬁc&um;:z::caorg:r: INTERVALS Ef
Captain, USAF — _DECLA ISTFRD AFTER 12 YEARS

Rsacus Crew co-und-r: Eilaﬂﬁ; _ 20D LIR 5200,10
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MISSION NARRATTIVE #3L “ ¥ Qz}
Low Bird - Captain Cowell High Bird - Caotain 0'Dell Cii} Lj
Vo

At 0835Z Jolly Green 54 (Low Bird) and 53 (High Bird) were scrambled {
out of nakhon Phanom AB by Compress for a reported beeper contact at
coordinates LTUTN 10542E 0650 Radial 64y NM Channel 89.

We were airborne in 8 minutes and flew out the 030 radial of Channel
89 to 40 Nii DME then turned east to an orbit point north of the rescue
area, We arrived at the orbit point, 65-73 NM on (0629 radiai Channel

89, at 09152 and remzi »d there awaiting th~ ontcore of the electronic
triangulation operation conducted by the Fa o aircraft. 4L later
research of intellige.ce data revealed taai our orbit patiern placec
us over the Ho Chi Iiix Trail in an AAA defended area. We were at

7,300" in heavy haze and could not distinzuish terrain features.

At 0940Z Sandy flight 31 reported that they had vo:ce contact and a ~APED
good fix on the survivor to a small geographical area. We then w%qgﬂﬂ\'c e

—
" bl
I

W

After reconnoitring the area and evaluating possib.e approach routes Sasil
Jolly Green 54 jettisoned tip tanks and attempted the first approach.

This aporoach and five subsequent approaches were zborted due to

extreme turbulence and a2 down drat't encountered along the clift where

the survivor was. These conditions provoked a loss of aircrart control

and loss of rotor APH that forced us on each occasion to make a rudder

turn to the right and dive away down the zZorge. Alter escaping the

down draft normal aircraft control was regained. ‘iach apprecach was

executed at a different route, angle, and altitude seeking an entrance

to the survivors position. At this time Jolly Green 54 was final

bingo. Jolly Green 53 then assumed low bird and Jolly Green 54 depart®
for Channel &9, p:

into the area under the direction of Sandy 31 and he showed us th 13235"
gorge the survivor was in.

e
10

Jolly Green 53 also made several passes at the survivor and when he
also could not get into the gorge he decided to drop a package of

E & E ecuipment. He did this with the survivor directing the drop
with his emergency radio., He later reported that the package landed

quite close to him but roiled down.the mountain and he couldn't
recover 1it.

= 30 froiny
o1 "l )3“?““)
Jorvoraissvio

28
Bl

=h
PN
An attached report covers Jolly Green 53's activities on this mission. % Ei?}
Jolly Green 54 landed at Channel 89 at 1125Z \ E%
Jolly Green 53 continued to fly over the area of the downed pilot s

looking for a suitable area for him to either ciimb or desend to =
for a rescue attempt. Sandy 3L and Sandy 32 contirued to circle é?aéai

the area tor cover protection., Several fiy over's were made over ‘
the top of the ridge locking for a suitable landing area in hopes ARO

JL

: .
he may be able to climb up on top. The turbulence. down drafts, and ’ j%jﬁ
updratts were so severe thalt we had to depart the area on top. We

did not locate any suitablie area on top. Attempts were made to hover
into a position over him, but the turbulence was so severe, we had to

66-10-052
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break off. We made voice contact with the pilot and suggested to him to
try and climb down the slope as far as possible and we woulkd make another
attempt the folilowing day. He agreed and was very cooperate in doing
anything he could to help. He didn't think he could climb any further up
slope, but thought he could make it down slope. All indication$S were that
the pilot was in excellent condition, mental and physical, and that he did
not need immediate assistance. We suggested since it was getting dark, for
him to find a safe area and bed down for the night. Crown 57 and us discussed
the possibility of dropping some water, food, and emergency items to the .
pilot. We assembled a kit which included 1 M-16, -3, 2 radios, 1 navy
knife, 1 canteen of water, 1L Beacon Light, L blanket, and 10 in-iliznt

rations. e contacted the pilot and told him we had a kit with water, food,
and survivai items thai we would drop him, 5He was very pleased to hear

this. We toid him we were makir: a fly swver aad 17 he ecunld see us Lo
guide us over his positio:n and tell us when to drov, de proceeded in and
with his directions guided us directly over him. On uis signal, we made
our drop. He said it was a good droo and that he thought he could get to
it. It was determined later that the kit rolled down the mountain, Dark-
ness was setting in and because of the severe turbulence, further attempts
to rescue him for the day were called off. We inrormed the pilot that we
would be back the next morning. He said Okay and that he would come up

at 0600 Local on his radio. Jolly Green 53, Sandies 4yl and 42, and Crown
57 denarted the area at 11452 for Alfa, Jolly Green 53 landed at 1235Z.

Planning for recovery of the downed pilot on the morning of 24 March 66
was accomplished on the evening of 23 March., An Hi-43B helicopter was
requested from Udorn AB and arrived at NKP on the evening of 23 March
1966, The downed pilots position was approximately 200 feet down from
a ridge at an altitude of 5400 feet. Two possible methods of recovery
were planned. Une was the recovery of the pilot by Hi-u433 aircraft,
winds permitting. It was the opinion of all the Jolly Green pilots that
the HH-y3B, with its excellent high altitude verformaunce, would be a
better aircraft for making the pick up at 5400 feew. The next method e
planned for making the pickup, if tne HH-\3B could not accompiish the
mission, was to land a Pony Express CH-3C on a level spot on top of th
ridge with two pararescue men. The pilot was Locased about 200 feet
down the steep ridgze and it was felt that the two pararescue men could
get him to the top where he would be picked up and ttown out. The CH-3
was utilized because of its lighter weizht and reduced fuelicad. dJolliy
Green aircraft, to accomplish this phase of the mission, would have had

<
ny Ad
00

V10

GotLvOldIsS
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to blow his tip tanks before landing. He would then have had insufficieqa, %é
fuel to loiter in the area until the PJ's had brou:ht the pilot to the = \\ﬁ_.c
ridge top. In addition the CH-3C (Pony Express) was utiiized as escort A EjEE
for the HH-43B, The rescue effort was planned for a dawn recovery as Eéi '
it was thought that the turbulence would be less a% this time of day. 1 i &

Sandy 31 tlight launched from NKP just prior to 0500 hours, 24 lMarch,
2 Jolly Greens launched at 0505 hours and Pony Express and Pedro at
0530 hours. The plan called for the Sandys to accomplish an electronic ~3
search to determine if the pilot had teft the area, It also called
for the Jolly Greens to pinpoint the downed pilot :'or the HH-43B
attﬁﬂ%£tvq39ﬁqu*§ns were unsucessful because of the severe turbulence
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exparisnced in thz area.

2l Mar, 2205Z. dJolly Greens 53 (low bird) and 5L (high bird) departed
CE 89 for 3AR area.

2ly Mar, 2250Z. Arrivad area and Jolly Gre2en 53 enisred canyon to try
recover the pilot. The mountain was cover=ad with clouds and visibility
was restrictad with haze to about 2-3 miles. The wind was still gusting
from 35 to 55 knots around the mountain p2aks with extreme turbulsnce
within the canyon arsa with no definate wind direction. The downed
pilot had spent the night on the ledse and was on the air to talk to the
Jolly Green. Several passz2s wer:z attempted tc his positiorn with no
successe Jolly Green 53 moved ocut to let Pedro 05 tuy.

-~

2L Mar, 2230Z. Pedro 05 and Pony Ixpress 06 departec (H 89 to SAR area.

2y Mar, 2330Z. Pedro 05 and Pony Zxpress 06 arrived rescue area. Pedro

05 received situation brisfing from Jolly Creen 53 and made attempt into
downad pilots position, Pony Express 06 orbited arca with Jolly Green Sk
(high bird) on first attempt in Pedro 05 lost N, TAC and movad out due to
extreme turbulsnce and down draits. Second attemp: also failed and low

fusl state recuired hes return to CH 89, Jolly Green 5l started escorting
him homs with Sandies Ll and L42. Pony Express 06, with two pararescue

men aboard, attsmpted to land on the mountain top %o lat the PJ's out

to repel tc the downed pilot. High winds and extreme twbulences term-
inated his efforts and hz started home to escort Pedro 05 to CH 89.

Jolly Green 5L returned to act as high bird. Joll: Green 53 gave
instructions to the downed pilot as to the direction to start walking O
out of the canyon. Jolly Green 53 then started searching the lowerg 2 Q ;

portion of thz canyon for a possible suitatle area to let off PJ's > Q. 2

to intercept the pilot and assist him out. After searching th» area\ % % 3

it was decided that no area within walking distance of downed pilot M % Tf:;, (@)

was safs to put out PJ's. Jolly Green Sh had checkasd the surrounding \\p 3 %

valliss and found five villages within four or five miles of the rescug\™ O

ar=a and a trail ran within three miles of the pilot. At 0015Z both "ﬁ_'&

Jolly Green 53 and 54 departed the area to return %o CH 89 and landed, » J‘Kﬁ’,

at 0110Z. = g S
% \ \"'.‘::f'-“

25 Mar, 0245Z. Jolly CGreen 53 and 5L departed for another rescue attempf, | )\;E‘,

We arrived in the area at 0330Z. Contact was made with the pilot and he 2, >3

was still in good condition and making progress down hill. He said he )

had found some fresh water. Jolly Green 53 and 5L made several fly bys §

along tha ridge area where he was. The turbulence was still too severe ol

at the location he was at. Sandi=s L4l and L2 flew several low passes I

near the area and confirmed our report of the turbulsnce. Crown 57 o

asked us what the possibility was of letting pararescue men down by
hoist at a lower level and have them walk up slope to rendezvous with
the pilot. After discussing it with our pararescue man and the crew
members of Jolly Green 54, we all agreed that we would be risking the
lives of two more crew members, and as long as the downed pilot was in
good condition, it was determined by all that the nost sensible thing
to do was to have him walk down the slope as far as possible to a lower

»:v?a N6 0 51
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altitude. Then we could possibly g=t out of the szrere turbulsnce and
also have better aircraft performance in order to mike a hoist pickup.
Comprass relayved a messawe through Crown and suggasted a possible para
drop of two pararsscue men and have them rendezvous with ths pilot.

This suggzstion was considered, but was determin=d >y all that a para
jump into mountainous jungle with s2vere winds was 10t fzasable. First
of all, conditions would of had to have been ideal. The pararescue men
would of needed tree suits, jump chutes, spotter chites, and a qualified
Jump Master. Several attempts were made by Jolly Creen 5L to approach
the area from different dirsctions and altitudes ani each time the
terrific winds caused us to abort our apprcach. 'Je wers in voice contact

avary half hour with thz pilot and he gave us his progress. We kept on
tall him te conbinue on down hill as far as he chld gec to got out of
the turobulent area he waz in. He was =ager ¢ try anythins we suggesied.

Ya was in very good spirits with suffic’eni waier gid focd e last him
awhile. We told him to keep moving de-m hill and w2 would =make another
attempt in th2 afternoon. Crown 57 suggested he cone up evary hour on
the hour, Jolly Green 54 had b2en experiencing a lateral vibration and
due to the severe turbulence we suggested to Crown 57 that we RTB and
try it later in the afternoon. Crown 57 gave us permission to return
to Alfa. e departed the area at 0515Z along with 3andies )1 and L2,
Jolly Green 53 and 5L landed at 0610Z. Jolly Green 5L was out of comm-
ission after landing at Alfa.

At 0815Z, Jolly Grezn 53 and Pony Zxpress 06 again isparted CH 89 to
attempt another rescue and arrived in the area at C700Z The Sandizs,

31 and 32, made an elecironic search of the canyon and after determining
the area within 100 or so yards callzd in Jolly Gre2n 53. The canyon
was still extremely turbulsnt. The pilot had workei his way out of

the cliff area and was now definat=ly into DRV side of ths mountain.

He was still not visable to any of the search forces, but good radio
cormunication was possible. Several high altitude oasses were r %%%
the general area at about 5000' and he was pinpoint2d in the bottom, ow

of a small canyon about LOO yards long and 600! desp. The sides\at® %
e

The turbulence was still extramely bad on the rim cf the canyon a
aircraft control was very difficult. Four more approachas into ©
canvon were made, each one lower until the wind currents could be

After the fourth pass the tip tanks were jettisoned and one more pas$ ™
over the pilot was made before rescue was attempted. The canyon had %
about a 30° down hill slope in the stream bad and each approach was —. -
over shot. The final attempt was made up the canycn to its end at Rei -&&<
"0" airspeed with a flat rudder turn within the helicopters own ’

radius clearing the end of the canyon by only a few feet before starting

down in a steep approach. The turbulence was moderate in this area.

A hover was made just down slope from the pilot and the helicopter e

was backed up to set into position to effect a reccvery. There was X
about 20' clearance on either side of the rotor and 30' at the tail. \~C\\\
The HY did an outstanding job of dirscting the helc positioning and

used 240 feet of cable plus a few more feet by lowering the h2licopter

a1 TITIAL
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a little., The pilot was on a 20' rock and was the maximum hsight he
could get to. The forrest pennstrator was let dowr thru a 10' hole
in a tree canopy to where the pilot calmly unzippec the harness strap,
put it on and climbed onto the seat. Seconds after starting up with
the pilot the engine fire warning lights came on, rothing could be
done at that time. As soon as the pilot was aboarc takeoff was made
and fire warning lights went out.

Return to CH 89 was uneventfull. The pilot was given first aid by the
PJ and did not seem to worse for wear from his ordesal. When he came
up on the hoist he brought a geodly portion of his survival equipment
with him. This pilot display=d extremely goc: judcement during the

ire SAE operation. Through his efforts our Torces wore able te
recover aim with no loss of personnel. I. e had rao after 1 g
or if he had attempted to climb up the clifi =fter .« ke surel)

would have injured himself, requiring the furvher risk of a ground
rescue force. He never displaysd the sligntest feszr or apprehension
in these trying circumstances. It was clearly the most spectacular
display of raw courage and cool headed thinking I kave sver witnessed.

st

FRANK A. SCHMIDT
Major, USAF

Downgraded to COIMPIDENTIAL
12 MaY 1970
I.WAFR 205-2

___ (pate)
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Mission Sorties amd Flying Time:
23 March 66 it

Low Bird - Jolly Grezen 54: T.0. 1535 - Land 1825 (L sortie 2+50)
Captain Cowell, William E.

Captain Henry, David C.

S3gt Watson, Robert J.

A2C Kellerman, Laverne W. Jr.

Yigh Bird - Jolly Green 53: T.O. 1535 - Land 1935 (L sortie L+00)
Captai= 0'Dell, James C.,

w45 Ll Drangstweit, Erling R.

SSct Gladisu, William

A2C Brotton, William D.

Pony “xpress 06: T.0. 1655 = Land 1935 (1 sortie 2--L0)

Jacobs, Clyde C. Jr., Captain, Pilot
Lightner, George W., Captain, 4 Co=Pilot
Sparks, Jimmie C., SSgt., HM

Williamson, Robert, A2C PJ (Det 5, 38th ARRSq)

NCTE: Pony EZxpress utilized as High Bird when Joll;- Green 53 departed
area.

2l March 66

Low Bird - Jolly Green 53: T.0. 0505 - Land 0810 (I. sortie 3+05)
Major Stearman, Zalum L.

Captain 0'Dell, James C.

SSgt Gladish, William R.

A2C Kellerman, Laverne W. Jr.

High Bird - Jolly Green 54: T.O. 0505 - Land 0810 (1 sortie 3+05)
Captain Cowell, William E,

Major Schmidt, Frank A.

TSgt Heywood, Spence C.

CLA
Pedro 05: T.0. 0530 - Land 0730 (1 sortie 2+00) Cfs’”CATIo
Captain McMillian, Charles E. B D = /4
Captain Berdeaux, Donald R. f rity of _ C; :> 53

A2C Paprella, Andrew C.
p 3 ‘-“/Zz-z\)

<~

ANcr

Pony Express 06: T.,0. 0530 - Land 0730 (1 sortie 2400)

Jacobs, Clyde C. Jr., Captain, Pilot
Lightner, Ceorge W., Captain, __ Co-Pilot oY DENTIKL
Hoosier, Terrell, TSgt., HM 'iﬁgﬁgradeﬂt

A2C Brotton, William D., PJ (Det 5, 38 ARRS) L4W mzo_s/sz

A2C Williamson, Robgrt., PJ (Det 5, 38 ARRS) T
— (D ate
NOTE: Pony Express escort for Pedro. s

6
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Mission Sorties and Flying Time

2Ly March 1966

High Bird = Jolly Green 53: T.O. O9L5 - Land 1310 (1 sortie 3+25)
Major Stearman, Ealum L.

Major Schmidt, Frank A.

TSgt Heywood, Spence C.

A2C Williamscn, Zobert

A2C Kellerman, Laverne 7. Jr.

Low Bird - Jolly Green 54: T.0. OS45 - Land 1310 (1 sortie 3425)
Cartain 0ell, James C.
saptain Draqgstwveit, Srling R.
SSgt Gladish, William R.
A22 Brotton, filliam D.

Low Bird - Jolly Green 53: T.O. 1515 - Land 1715 (1 sortie 2+00)
Captain Cowell, William E,

Captain Henry, David C.

SSgt Watson, Robert J.

A2C Kellerman, Laverne W. Jr.

digh 3ird - Pony Zxpress 06: T.0. 1515 = Land 1715 (1 sortie 2+00)
Captain Jacobs, Clyde C. Jr.

Captain Lightner, George W. CLASST
SSgt Sparks, Jimmis C. : ChanHSATION CANCELLEp
A2C Brotton, William D. (Det 5, 38ARRS) PJ 8ed to ¢ I o

By Authori

ity of -
HELICOPTSR e &(\ (A%L
Total Sorties Flown and Time on This Mission: i e m)“"]‘-éf

Downerade | 19 CONTIDENTIAD f«’;-,
TOTAL SORTI=ES: 11 > :}
TOTAL TTME: 30+30 hours 12 MA( _1? U 7R 205-2

.-——-—@q i

Jolly Green - T sorties = 21+50 hours

Pony Express - 3 sorties - 6+L0 hours

T 4 ¥CAR IMTERAVALS |

P 3
AT

Pedro - 1 sortie - 2+00 hours | ® RCLAGUI" 14D AFTLH 12 YEARS.
R §280.10
23 March 66 l_, el i

Sandy 31 and 32 low and L1 and 42 high element.
2ly March 66

Sandy 31 and 32 low and L1 and 42 high at first light. L1 and 42 escorted
Pedro and Pony Express back to Alfa and refueled, 1 and 32 returned with
Jolly Green to Alfa about 45 minutes later. L1 and L2 escorted Jolly Green
back to the scene at 0255Z. Returned to Alfa at 06..0Z. 31 and 32 returned
to site at approximately OTL5Z along with Jolly Green and Sandy 11 and 12
from Udorn. All four Sandys remained on scene unti.. pickup was accomplished.

g ARRS SC No. BGL64.3
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Downed Flyer Outruns Reds,
Is Rescued by Copter Next Day

American Airman Hides in Hills in
North Viet Nam Through Night

SAIGON, South Viet Narm,
May 2 (AP) — A United States
Air Force pilot outran Commu-
nist pursuers afoot in the moun-
tains of North Viet Nam last
night and rescue helicopters
plucked him to safety at dawn
today.

Three helicopter attempts late
vesterday afternoon to rescue
Capt, James M. Ingalls of Palo
Alto, Calil., were driven off by
Communist ground fire. Ingaills
rad parachuted into the moun-
‘ains at 3:45 p.m. after ground
‘ire shot down his A-1E Skyraid-
ar when he was flying a forward
1ir control mission over North
Viet Nam.

He was the 48th pilot brought
wt of North Viet Nam by the
J.S. Air Force's Third Aero-
ipace Rescue Recovery Group
since Jan. 1. The group rescued
20 downed pilots in the  last
hree months of 1965.

Ingalls made immediate radio
:ontact with search Skyraiders
vho flew overhead after he went
fown along the North Viet Nam-
-aos border. They were led to
1im by the radio “beeper’” that
ull pilots carry in their survival
tits,

Inzalls landed at the base of
t cliff and two Air Force H-3E
rikorsky helicopters told him to
nove a mile down the mountain
lope. There was no sign of the
‘nemy as one helicopter hovered
wver Ingalls. Suddenly, hidden
wunners opened fire from the
urrounding jungle, driving the
ielicopter off.

Ingalls, carrying his radio,
ras instructed to run farther
vest. The helicopters flew down

3 another t,:l_guriIJg. More gruund Ngck, NC

fire opened up.

This happened once again late
in the afternoon, with bullets
shicing through the cockpit of
one helicopter.

A flareship was called in to aid
in a night pickup, but Ingalls
did not want his position pin-
pointed by the flares.

Air Force Col. Arthur W. Beal,
from Orlando, Fla., commander
of the Third Aerospace Recovery
Group, was controlling the res-
cue via a radio hookup with
Saigon.

“We were certain the Com-
munists would zero in on In-
galls,” said Beal. “The had him
surrounded on the ground. I
guess they were looking to shoot
down one of our ships.”

Ingalls spent the night on the
mountain, constantly on the
move. Helicopters found him at
dawn at a spot far from where
he had been the previous after-
noon.

They went straight in and
picked him up without a shot
being fired. Ingalls had success-
fully evaded his pursuers.

The helicopter that picked up
Ingalls was from the aerospace
group’s  Fifth  Detachment,
known as “the Jolly Green
Giants" because of the green
camouflage paint covering their
aircraft. :
The rescue ship was piloted
by Maj. Ealmon L. Stearman,
Sulphur Springs, Tex., and Capt.
David C. Henry of Philadelphfa,
Pa. The crew chiel was Staff
Sgt. Theodore H. Houngblood of
Skidmore, Mo., the pararescue
crewman was Aircraftsman Wil-
liam D. Brotten of Scotland
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30 Aircraft and 40 Men Help
Save U.S. Pilot in N. Viet Nam

SAIGON, South Viet Nm_\.
March 28—As a farm boy, Air
Force First Lt. Kemmeth D.
Thomas Jr. of Mount Auburn,
111, never thought he could be
the center of so much attention.

For more than a day, 30
American aircraft and 40 airmen
hovered over the mountains of
North Viet Nam to try to pluck
the 25-yearwold jet pilot from
deep in enemy territory.

They got their man, adding
another heroi¢ chapter to the
story of the air rescue men who
go after downed American pilots
in the North Viet Namese heart-
land.

. Thomas had just finished a
| strike last Wednesday against
some trucks in the Mugia pass,

75 miles north of the seven-
teenth parallel, when his plane
was hit.

“The shot damaged my con-
trol system and I headed west
toward the mountains away
from the valley,” Thomas told
reporters today. “Then I lost
control and I was upside down
when 1 ejected.

Mask Ripped Off

“The wind ripped my helmet "

and oxygen mask off. A gust
carried me over the crest of a
mountain and I came down in
very rugged terrain.'

The Third Aerospace Rescue
and Recovery Group was alert-
ed to Thomas’s distress. Capt.
William E. Cowell, of Kailua,
Hawaii, and his crew went to
their “Jolly Green Giant,” a
helicopter equipped with a
winch, and headed north. Fly-
ing with them were four Sky-

niders—two to search for the
p lot and two to suppress enemy
gound fire—and a C-130 trans-
port with electronic gear to aid
tl e operation.

Jets were called in to provide
ar cover.

Within a half hour, Thomas
hid been found and Cowell pi-
lcted his helicopter in toward
ti .e mountain.

‘‘He (Thomas) was on a thin
lidge of a cliff and the air was
viry turbulent,” Cowell said.
| tried five times to get in and
tlen ran out of fuel. A second
h slicopter tried and then a third
was called in. When it couldn’t
nake it he dropped food and
p ovisions.”

Second Effort

As darkness settled, the res-
c e task force flew back to the
bise and planned the next day’s
0 reration.

Thomas: “Duning the night 1
hard some people shout and a
few gun shots. I crawled under
ti e ledge and cat-napped.

“At 6 in the morning I started
h king. I wore out th;u:r;umd
ny flying suit getting at
ngu-main. I knew they would
try to rescue me."”

The search planes quickly re-
g ined contact with Thomas, who
¢ imbed and crawled to & nar-
nw box canyon where he found
a clearing about 4 p.m,

Cowell: “I hadn't seen him
bt I was talking tol!]imamhe
was in good spirits. He was in a
lifoot cleaning through trees
aout 240 feet nigh. We dropped
t! e hoist (on which the cable is
2 0 feet long) to the pile of rocks
w here Thomas was standing.”
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At 080CL Compress scrambled Jolly Green 52 and 53 from Nakhom Phanom AB 6/; ¢
to a crash site coordinates 18 LB8'N 105° 13'E. At forty seven miles ;
northeast the mission was cancelled and we started an orbit awaiting RTB,

about forty three miles northeast of channel 89 at OULOL we intercepted a
distress call from Honda flight while orbiting., The call stated that

Honda lead had sustained battle damage andwuld have to bail out but

would try to fly back across the river at 14,000 fee before ejecting, He
stated the flight position as 250° R 67MM Channel 89. We notified crown

that we had interceipted this call, coordinated with Sandy L1, and re-

quested an interceipt vector from invert to Honda Fl:ghts flight path.

We received the vector and continued inbound to channel 89. The Sandy

aircraft chased Honda flight across the river and we:e in the area before

Honda lead hit the ground in his parachute.

Approximately five minutes after Honda lead got on the ground, Sandy L1
lead Jolly Greens to the chute. Due to the short tinme on the ground be-
fore rescue cogftact the survivor did not seemed recovered from the shock
of his experience and was therefor not as helpful thiough voice directions
to his position and signaling as he could have been.

After apporximately L minutes on the scene we spottecd his chute. Jolly
Green 52 then dropped his tanks came a hover above a 150 foot tree canopy
and esecuted a tree penetrator hoist pick-up. Jolly Green 52 then returned
to channel 89 and delivered the survivor to the dispensary for treatment
of minor facial scratches and a bloody nose sustainec. in the ejection.
Jolly Green 53 remained airborne an additional 20 mirutes looking for the
crash site without success.

Low Bird H:I.gh Bird

RCC Capt Cowell RCC Cap% O'Dell

RCCP Capt Henry RCCP Cap Drangstveit

HM SSgt Watson HM SSgt Gladish

PJ A2C Kellerman PJ A2C Hrotton

44‘1%. COWELL 7 N b

Captain, USAF PR ,'.‘,;'.D__Qﬁ.:_-

Rescue Crew Commander T~ — DOWNGRADE AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS

DECLASSIFIED AFT:R 12 YEARS
.--;rs.-.-_rsm DOD DIR 5200,10
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CLSSIFICATIN De L/~ 0 L ARODC #Zéfé’-_é//;/ 7n
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MISSION NARRATIVE 28 MARCH 1956

Captain Hardy took the call and was informed that an aircraft was down on the
10l degree radial of Channel 89, 80 NM out., The survivors were allegedly in
good condition, there was radio contact and their strooce beaccns were also
visible. I reported to Invert Ops at OL1SL and got a very comprehensive
briefing from the controllers on duty. Contact with Major Haynes(at TACC),
revealed that we were to commence a SAR effort at 0500. or as soon thereafter

as possibles All Jolly Green crewmembers were at their stations, along Sandy

L1 and 42, at O0500L. Jolly Green 56 experienced an APJ clutch malfunction and

a delay was incurred while waiting for an external pow2r unit to be located.
Jolly Greens were airborne at 0519 and Sandys at 0521L, Contact was established
with Invert and Crown 57 and a course was set by L! Sais which would take us
south o' some known flak areas, Jolly Greens FT. to th2 a = was 0A505L and Bingt
time computec az 0815L. Upca reaching a point 15 miles » of the object ive area,
Crown 57 informed us that the survivors were regorting no  stile asuivity im the
vicinity, and that, according to the sound of the beep:rs the two men were
located approximately one mile apart, Crown also repo-ted the weather as good,
and terrain information indicated that the area was fa.rly open. We arrived in
the area at 0605L and immediately were able to establish voice contact on guard
with one of the survivors, Crown 57 requested that on2 .of the men turn on his
beeper to assist the Sandys in locating their exact position. Jolly Greens re-
mained at 7,000 and 7500 feet respectively while Sandys; began their low level
search, Sandy lead asked the downed pilot to set off some smoke if he had it.
Within seconds we all observed some red smoke coming f-om the edge of what looked
like a relatively cleared area on the slope of a small hill. The Sandys had re-
reported no ground fire so we started our descent, We made a rapid (140X) descent,
approaching the area from the south., We jettissoned oir drop tanks when % mile
from the smoke, Just as Sergeant Barnes and I sighted the survivor standing by
the smoke, airman Halvorson reported that we were pass .ng directly over the other
man. We continued our approach to the man whom we had first sighted, and after
three minutes of hovering, had our first man aboard. 'he time was 0620L. We
then made a closed pattern to the left to keep away from a road and a nearby
village. The second man fired a pen flare as we came :.:n cn final approach. He
was sighted standing on the edge of a small clearing, :.n grass approximately ten
feet tall. The second pickup was completed at 0627L. We informed Crown 57 and
the Sandy flight that the men were aboard and that we were departing the area.

We began a turn to the left(West), climbing as rapidly as possible. At a point
approximately one mile from the pickup area and at app oximately 750 feet AGL

we suddenly received several bursts of sustained automatic fire from a hillside
on our right(North)., Executing a sharp climbing turn o the South, we called the
Sandys and informed them of the situation. Cne of the Sandys immediately went

in and expended some ordnance in the area. Sgt Barnes checked the aircraft for
hits and reported no visible damage. None of the aircraft occupants received
injuries. The remainder of the flight was concluded w..thout incident at 072CL

at Nakhom Phanom. Inspeg] %¥5 HSQ[%éB@E%&GEIﬁEled on: hole in the left sponson,

presumed caused by a .50 Chﬂngea to LAQC P
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A telephone call was received in the rescue barracks at OLOQL, 28 March 1966, // 9{
Y4

POWNGRADFD AT 3 YTAR
pECL# :

12



Sl

Crewmen recovered: Captain Delbert G, Rokes, FV30382L9 and 1lst Lt Jesse Q.
Ozbolt,

Low Bird High Bird
Capt Robert A, Weekley, RCC Capt Robert I's+ Furman, RCC
1/Lt Richard J. Sans, RCCP Capt Dale V, Hardy, RCCP
SSgt Joe Barnes Sr, HM AlC Robert E, Crites, HM
A2C Michael L, Halvorson, PJ A2C John Dagneau III, PJ
. ,/(}ua B 4:4%,‘717,/
¢ ROBERT A, WEELIEY Lo AGRADE AT 3 YEAT i. ZRVALS
Captain, USAF LETLASCTFIED AFTE

Rescue Lrew Commander
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