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Leader of the Air Force’s Jolly
Creen Giants Tells of Rescue

TAN SON NHUT — “Ask_any
man in my outfit, and he’ll tell
you we have the best mission
in the Air Force.” Speaking a
bit too Ioud for the size of the
room, Air Force Maj. Baylor R.
Haynes, commander of an Air
Force rescue helicopter unit,
begins to talk about the men
who are responsible for rescuing
downed pilots in Communist
North Vietnam,

“Every last one of them, and
| mean the support people --
clerks, supply men, the lot — as
well as the chopper crews will
tell you their job is to recover
downed aircrew members,” he
continues in a loud gravelly voi-
ce — a result of flying helicopters
since the early 1950s.

In his fatigue
burly Texan looks like the char-
acter whose name his unit be-
ars — the “Jolly Green Giant.”
A veteran of world War II and
the Korean War, Major Haynes
typifies the spirit and morale of
his men. He is an experienced
rescue, pilot with over 70 missi-
ons in H-5 and H-19 hehcopters

during the Korean War.
“We are called the Jolly Green

Giants,”” Haynes says, “because
of the size and coloring of our
helicopters and the giant-size
job my people are doing.”
The rescue crews fly camouf-
laged HH-3C rescue helicopters,
a modified version of the large,

powerful CH-3C transport chop-

per,

For rescue work, the helicopter
is equipped with armor plating,
extra fuel tanks and a powerful
winch with a jungle-penetrating
hook for pick ups. On rescue
missions, the huge green chop-
per carries a crew of four — two
pilots, a flight engineer and a
Pararescue man.

Praising his airerews, Haynes
says, “We've got some of the
most experienced chopper men
in the rescue business.
know their job and work as a
team to get it done.”

. Over the jungles of Commun-
ist North Vietnam, HH-3C pilots
are often forced to hover at
tree-top level or even go into

uniform, the-

They '

thick undergrowth to pick up
a downed pilot. As the. pilot
lowers into the trees the other
crew members watch for limbs
which can wreck the helicopter.

Last MNovember, an HH-3C
crew on its first rescue mission
over the Communist North actu-
ally landed in thick elephant
grass to pick up a downed Air
Force F-105 Thunderchief pilot.

Capt. Jerry W. Jennings, El
Paso, Tex., was aircraft com-
mander on the flight, and Capt.
James O’Dell of Charleston,
S.C. was co-pilot.

As the rescue crew neared the
downed pilot, it received heavy
flak. Jennings called for an Air
Force' A-1E Skyraider pilot to
attack the enemy gun positions.

Firing over the head of the
downed pilot, the Skyraider pi-
lot silenced the Communist guns,
but the rescue crew’s problems
weren’t over.

When they wentin to pick up
the pilot, they discovered the
hoist for their 250-feet cahle
would not work. It had worked
during preflight and in another
test just before the helicopter
reached the pilot.

.The rescue crew

made two

‘JOLry GREEN’ WARMS UP’

— Air Force Maj. Bayglor R,
Haynes, of Garland, Tex., pre-
flights a rescue helicopter for a
mission over Communist North

Vielnam. Haynes is commander

of the Air Force HIH -3C rescue
unit known as the “Jolly Green
Giants,” (U.S. Air Force Pholo)

passes over the pilot and picked
up more ground fire each time.
They called for more help fromm
the A-1E pilots flying air cover..

After the Skyraider pilots aga-
in strafed the areo, Jennings.
dropped the big rescue chopper
into the brush next to the trap-
ped pilot. The flight engineer
and pararescueman pulled the
pilot to safety, and Jennings took
off, clipping the deep brush with
his rotor blades and barely mis-
sing a hill.

Returning to hase, they found
they had gone deeper into the
Commuist North than any other
rescue crew at that time.

“Although it takes team work
to do the joh,"” says Major Hay-
nes,” the individual heroism of
my men never ceases lo amaze
me. I've got one man (SSgt. Ber-
keley E. Naugle of Gettysburg,
Pa., a flight engineer) flying
over North Vietnam right now
who spent seven hours up the-
re scrambling through the bu-
shes last November.”

Naugle bailed out of a bur-
ning HH-3C when it was shot
down aboat 40 wiles southwest
of Hanoi, Nov. 6, 1665. He suf-
fered severe burns, but was res-
cued at night by another helicop-
ter crew.

The rescue crew spotted a
dim, flickering of a cigarette.
lighter through the jungle canopy
and made the rescue.

Since their assignment here,
Haynes’ crews have made 17 res-
cues in hostile territory. They

share the Presidential Unit Cita-

tion with other members of the
Military Airlift Command’s 38th
Aerospace Rescue and Recovery
Scquadron for rescue work im
Southeast Asia,

Pointing to the Aerospace
Rescue and Recovery Service
emblem, Haynes says, “We're
just like everyone else over he-
re—doing a job to the best of
our ability but we are all dedi-
cated to the Rescue Service
motto — ‘That Others May Live’.
That is our sole purpose for
flying over North Vietnam or
anywhere else,
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