
F.R.OH: Det 6, J8th Aerospace Rescue & Recover.t Sq, APO US FOil.CF..S 96?.27 

SUBJECT ~ l-~ssion Harrative Report of a Save 2 Har 66 

TO: .3rd .lerospace Rescue & Recover"/ Group (JS..L'UlC) , APO US ?CRCZS 96307 

1. Hi::rnion ?!umber: 6-38-41- 1 lfar 66. 

2. S:IR. .Alerted by: J.7'3rd Airbo1·ne Br:.(''l.::.e . 

Crew:.iember s of rec:r.;8ry aircraft were: 

RCC Capt Ronald L. Bachman 
CP Capt Charles P. Nadler 
HN .UC Thomas s .. Story 
RS Al.C Henry J . 01Beirne 

Cre,.Jillembers of the top cover aircraft were: 

RCC Capt Dale L. Potter 
CP Ca.pt Raymond L. Murden 
HH TSgt Kezmeth L. Perkins 
RS Al.C Williem H. Pitsenbarger 

Lake Stevens , Wash 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 
Hiami, Fla 
Dublin, Ireland 

Joseph, Oregon 
Varnville, s.c. 
Lexington, Ky. 
Piqua, Ohio 

4. Reaction time from initial notification to pick up: O:JJ. 

5. CAP assistance: ?Ione. 

6. .\rea and t]',e of pick up: lOOt ft jungle rs-rowth, hoist pick up. 

7 . Survivor located by coordinat es and smoke grenades . 

8. Survivors name : Sgt Larry Whit ing, 
Airborne Brigade . 

9. Summary of Events: 

b-1/50.3 , l 7.3rd 

At ll47 hours , 1 1-la.rch 1966, Det 6, .38th AR.RS was alerted by the 17.3rd 
Airborne Bri gade for the medical evacuation of an Army wounded from 1053 N 
10703 !S, 13 miles ESE of Bien Hoa AB, RVN. Two lilI-4.3F helicopters were 
scrambled from Bien Hoa at 1155 hours. lrlhile enrout e to the site we attempted 
contact with "Dumbo Uptake" on EM. When contact was made it was learned that 
"Dumbo Uptake11 was not the operation that had the wounded. However, upon 
arrival at the designated area, Pedro 73, the lead aircraft spotted green 



' smoke. As this uas an area that we had previousiy operated in and was 
secure, a low pass was flo\m on the site to check the area. US ).rrrry 
personnel were observed Ca!T'Jing a litter patient. The stokes litter 
was louered approximately 100 feet to the jun6]..e floor and the patient 
W?-s secured. As tie patient was hoisted toward the helicopter it started 
to spin. The closer it approached the helicopter, the faster the litter 
would spin. All attempts to stop the rotation failed. The rotational. 
velocity was estimated to be approximately 60 RH-1 . The rotation \TnS 

finally stopped by allowing the stokes litter to contact the bear paw. 
7h d:.r. ck of this inpact ca'.lSed severe )air: :or the pnt:'..ent. It i the 
opi..iion o.. :.he perso!l!lel of this det·:c:1'"lent that the r.:-in is cause<- ·,i/ 
the con::;truction of the hoist cable. Prcvic..usly proble?.:s with the. J'"li.s·, 
he.VP occured when cable tuist caused a loop to form in the cable ca .... < r,f.. 
fra_, '~1& and broken strands thereby rendering the cable unusable. Th~ 
cable has been UR ' ed before and a UR and OHR will again be sub::iitted. 

The patient was evacuated to the 93rd Hed Evac Hospital at Bien Hoa 
at 1235 hours . His injuries consisted of a severed right leg below the 
knee. 

:Jo g;-ound fire wc:.s encountered, weather was clec.r u~d 15. i'here was 
some difficulty with communications in that the initial frequencies ob­
tained were for the wrong operation. Houever, the accuracy of coordinates 
for the location allowed the pickup to occur with out co:n::run.ications. 
Corinunications was established with the ground party· just after the pick 
up was cor.ipleted. 

1 . J .. ~cmL:Jr , Captain, us:.F 
~cscue Crew Co::miand8r 


