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FROM: Det 6, 38th Aerospace Rescue & Recovery Sq, APO US FCACES 96227
SUBJECT: Mission Narrative Report of a Save 2 Mar 66
TO: 3rd Aerospace Rescue & Recovery Group (JSARRC), APO US MRCZS 96307
l. Mission Mumber: 6-38=41-1 Mar 66.

2. BAR Alerted by: 173rd Airborne Brigzale.

3« B4R ail.crodft Uscd: 2 Hd=43F helicopter:.

Crewaenbers of recovery ailrcraft weres

RCC Capt Ronald L. Bachman Lake Stevens, Wash
CP Capt Charles P. Nadler Brooklyn, N.Y.

H{ AlC Thomas S. Story Miami, Fla

RS AlC Henry J. O'Beirne Dublin, Ireland

Creumembers of the top cover aircraft were:

RCC Capt Dale L. Potter Joseph, Oregon
CP Cept Raymond L. Murden Varnville, S.C.
HM TSgt Kemneth L. Perkins Lexington, Ky.
RS A1C Williem H, Pitsenbarger Piqua, Ohio

Le Reaction time from initial notification to pick up:s 0:33.

5 CAP assistence: None.

Oe Area and type of pick up: 100+ £t jungle growth, hoist pick up.
7. Survivor located by coordinates and smoke grenades.

8. Survivors name: Sgt Larry Whiting, A-1/503, 173rd
Airborne Brigade.

9« Summary of Events:

At 1147 hours, 1 March 1966, Det 6, 38th ARRS was alerted by the 173rd
Airborne Brigade for the medical evacuation of an Army wounded from 1053 N
10703 B, 13 miles ESE of Bien Hoa AB, RVN, Two HH-43F helicopters were
scrambled from Bien Hoa at 1155 hours. While enroute to the site we attempted
contact with "Dumbo Uptake" on PM. When contact was made it was learned that
"Dumbo Uptake" was not the operation that had the wounded. However, upon
arrival at the designated area, Pedro 73, the lead aircraft spotted green



smoke. As this was an area that we had previously operzted in and was
secure, a low pass was flown on the site to check the area. US Army
perscnnel were observed carrying a litter patient. The stokes litter
was lovered approximately 100 feet to the jungle flcor and the patient
was secured. As he patient was hoisted toward the helicopter it started
to spin. The closer it approached the helicopter, the faster the litter
would spin. 411 attempts to stop the rotation failed. The rotational
velocity was estimated to be epproximately 60 RPM. The rotation was
finally stopped by allowing the stokes litter to contact the bear paw.
Thi shock of this impact caused severe pain Zor the patient. It is the
opianion oi the personnel of this detzchment that the spin is caused by
the construction of the hoist cable. Frevicusly probleuns with the hoist
have occured when cable twist caused a loop to form in the cable cauring
fraying end broken strands thereby rendering the cable unusable. The
cable has been UR'ed before and a UR and OHR will again be submitted.

The patient was evacuated to the 93rd }ed Ewac Hospital at Bien Hoa
at 1235 hours. His injuries consisted of a severed right leg below the
knee.

llo ground fire was encountered, weather was clear cnd 15. There was
some difficulty with communications in that the initial frequencies ob-
tained were for the wrong operation. However, the accuracy of coordinates
for the location allowed the pickup to occur with out cormmmnications.
Cormunications was established with the ground party just after the pick
up was completed.

i.%x:.‘l_LD . é:!CIR-EuI: I, Captain, USiF

Rescue Crew Cormander



