


rT apterN DONATD s. pntcr, of Pennsa*:"1New Jersev'

U;l*#'rf-or.tv belt as soon as the Hu-16 Albatross am-

,":rrilffi;#i"*" - tr,e Gutf oi rotttitt. I,eaning far forward

in his navigator's comparbent, !9 saw the'downed-USAF jet pi'

lot bobbing in his bright orange Ut" Lf| a few yards to the tighl

of the tail section of the Albatlgss' \
..He,s rigbt ueuini the tail section and, a little to the star.

bo"ra,'i-p-r1;?"I-.d .*' thq intercom to'Captain David Westen-
rt

bargor, the airciaft commander'-"Roger. 
Revbrsing'engrng;," . . ,! --^-^1r

As he *^it*aloi-1i,. r?r*iiiar rciar of the pmpellers to go into

reverse pitch, price glanced. neloJv at the nearby enemy shore

of North Viuttul. ii '"*"'t tnu nJt ti-t he had landed in the

Gulf of Tonkid;;/ilt"tross' fo No*-uer' '1965' his crqrv had

puled a RF-101ffii#ffffi otilo"t or the water and returned

him to his base io sorrtr, vietnam. still, price couldn't get accr:s- '

tomed to being * Jor. to the uotilco*1' to.p",bobbing up and

down in a v'lnerable, slow-moving}*tiUian that was practically

r:nder the bilrrels of Communist guns'

The loud roar of'the engines :uitta Cap!3in Price's eyes from

the enemy ,roruilo. uir.r toirre d;t ,J r.t b'qt. The tru-16 eased

.1or., ani closer to lhe rafb, thenstopped'r:'i;:-.,t ..

"All ri gbt, P;il;;; iti;tltI tti* uUouid":' pilot westenbarger

calle'd. :

Price saw the pararescueman' A1C JamS E' Pleiman of Rus-

sia, ohio, r..p rroi-ih. ,.", hatcii of tn. Albatross and s*'im to-

rvards the raft- a;;";Ptt* *"1d see that th9 {9wned 
pilot was

. injured; blodd r"t i"ilp.;\tJ*ilria. ot the bright olange raft'

':'

Wffi 5'jHTr-Tff %:ir5#..i,'t"r'f."i'tr"Y':#;i:
get the co-pilnti,i-iii erat oui of here' I wonder-" 

'"-- -Th.r, 
ihe barrage oi 

"ttety 
shells began ' ' '

The r-phfi;"r"ir.a oot ot'irt. r?atlr several inches, its nose

higher than its tail. Before f'u toia get a grip on a fuselage brace'

price tunbled backwards t" th;fl;; e-nt"'extinguisher broke

Ioose from its U*.t't and fell o" ftil Jomach;'simultaneously' the

flars gun ,-J;;;;;; rtit ituta nazed' and contused' the nav-

igatoitried to get back on.his feet'

Red shells'ti^*"""a into the hull of tl:-Tntbian' teanng

jagged holes in tf,. -ttal' Price' finaily. managing to struggle to

his knees, ew geysers of water'iountiio skylvard alongside the

Arbatross as the North vietna:nesl-g',r*u"r iobbed 105mm shels

at the plane. btit"rr* of *u.irirru:gir; nru turned the area in'o

froth, and"as Westenbargu' +'orrJ the engines qf the plane' he

"aati 
to the deafening blasts of the enemy guns'

---- rrDo vo" it"i= ttiti i"siae yet' Pleiman?"

Price notJirtu;iit; rtuoii*uv tryTg.b contact the parares-

, 
cuemen on the intercom, but Plffian aidi't answer. Price tried to

spot tbe pu*.u,-u" f rom his ;;;;- ent window but the er'rp t-

ing wat€r, 
""d 

r;;ku m- ih" ";;ild"'t; 
*."*;ff"t":f*1il:;;
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"Help ! Help!"
Pricd heard the plea above the steady

roar of the enemy gunfire, but he was
so exhausted thaf several seconds
elapsed before he reggined enough
sringth to turn torvard the man in
trouble. V,rhen he did, he saw jet pilot
Peerson in his raf l, onll' a f erv f eet as'a)'.
At the same instant oil from the sIrI'
phibian, floating on the surface of the
gulf, cairght fire. Realizing that both he
ind 

. 
the j et pilot u'ould be trapped in

the flarnes if they didn't clear the area,
Price sll'arn to the raf t and started push-
in s it east. to the rniddle of the Gulf of
ToiXin and aw: y f rom Hon Me Island.
, Peerson looked at the navigator and
mutiered t\teakly, "You're l\'ounded."

Price nad already noticed tilat the n'a-
.ter around him was stained red. This
fact, adeed to the pain when he raised
his arrns and the burning sensation in -
his back, made i: obvious t}at fragments '

of the same shell rryhich had sunk the
Albatross had also hit him. Wounded or

' not, Captain Price kne'*' he had no aJ-
ternatirie except to keep swimming
a\vay frorn the flaming oil and the €D€-
my guns

It-g'as ilorv, at'ciuous tvcrk for Price
as he f ought to }:eep his head above lva-

. ter anC at the same time push the raft
with the douneC pilot in it. The Com-
munists'w'e;e lobbing their mortar shells' at tn e raf t in a s,teacil' stream, 

- 
and as

thel'burst, and sent ge)'sers of water
sk1'rvari, !he resulting tvaves lapped
over Price's head. Thel' also rocked the'
raf t ani threatened to Curnp pilot Peer-
son into ihe gulr.
. "llelp ! Heip !"

Again FriCe h eard someone in dis-
tress. Iioliing onto the raft t"'ith one
hand he searched the surrounding wa-
ter. Finalll' he sarv a head bob out of the
r*'ater, then disappear again. It tvas the
fieht mechanie, S/Sgt. Clyde W. Jack-
son, of Forr Royal, Virginia. Price !:neu'
that he haC neiih er the strengti: nc'r the
time to ireip Jackson. The rnan rras too
tar awa)'. At that moment, hot*'ever,
Price sB\r'the co-piJot of the Albatross,
\\rilliam E. liall, su'imming a few yards
south of the mechanic. Evidently the
r:.'ind had carried the flight mechanic's
plea for help away from Hall, since he
\*'asn't even looking in Jackson's diree-
tion.

"Get that, rnan right behind you !"
Price screanned.

The co-pijot looked up, a sta:'tled ex-
pression on his face as the navig.a.tor':
\\'orss reached him through the din of
tire expisii::g shells. Price sa\\'liall
iurn, spo:iei the bobbin,- heai of the
nighl riltrhanic and move:;uicr:i1'to the
man's sice.

Q ATISFIED tha t Jackson was getting
u the aid he so desperately needed, Price
turned his attention back to Pe€rson and
the raft. ile haC never been so tired in
his life. His e]'es and face. burned by
the blast of the JATO bottle, hurt. So
ciid the shell f;agments in his back, and
the loss of b,looi, plainiy evioeit b1"t.he
red ti'ail u'hich mar!:ei his pa:h in the
u'ate:. i{is s:rength sapped, Price J ooked
at the in j u rec j et pii ot in the raf t; hg
wondered horv much longer he r*'ould
be able :o help him.

arat',fBt.l'r* t+r!'l?:#Hffi

Albolross ,similor lo one which pul Price down in Gulf of Tonkin londs in woler.

tne ins:inei to inhale, knowing that he
rvould choke, the captain trieo to forct
his u'a)' lo the surface of the guU. \\'her.
he rais-ed his arms, however, sharp pains
knifed through hi-c back. It was his first
indication thtt he '."as wounded. Despite
the pain, Price useC his ?r{ns to Propel
hinrielf Lp until his head finall1'-broke
through the surface and he could once
again breathe.
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Suddenly a deaf ening noise clogged
Price's ears and he felt a heavy weight
on his back, and the navigator was con-
vinced that he was having hallucirri- :
tions. He was, that is, until the weight
lifted momentarily and hit him again
with a resounding thump. . Surpised,
Price looked around behind him and
couldn't believe his eyes.t'It can't bg. . ." .

It rvas. The throbbing noise, fiIling his .ears along with the blasts of enemy
sheJls, ca me f rom an SII-3 helicopter
hovering cirectly above. The chopper's
rescue sling. \t'as the "weight" on his
back! Grabbing the sling, Frice threw
it into the rafi, and I'elieci, "Put it on...
put it around you !" -

Price rratcheC the struggling jet pilot
attempt to slip inside the rescue sling,
but Peerson was too ',vea!:. Boosting
himself up on the slde of the raft, Price
torced the sling over Peerson's head and
motioned for the helicoptor to pull up.
the major. An instant later Peerson rvas
lif teC from the raft and hoisted towards
the door of ,h: chopper.

^ 
few yarcis away Price saw another

l.t heiicopter picking up the remainder
of the'Albatross erew and the other jet
pilot. Holiing onto the sioe of the small
raft that Peerson hac been in, Price felt
better ciespite the heav)' gunfire still di- '

rected at him frorn the i"sland. As soon
as, the chopper lo'*'ered. the sl ing and
picked h!m up, thel'coulci clear the
scene and get back to the neagby car-'
rier. It seenred to Pice tnat he had been
in the $'ater f or hours.

"liere! , .' . Over here !"
The eaprain hearC t,he voice and r€c-

ognizeC it instantly. Iie spot"ed Sergeant
iacl:son a ferv 1'aris a\r'a)', aione and
fioundering in the u'ater. Later, Price
learned thai co-pilot Fiall had.tried to
carry the chopper rescue sii:rg over to
the flieht mechanic, but before he
reached Jackson the q'hirlybird crew
had hoisted Hall out of 'i:e u'at€r, leav-
ing the crerft'man behini.

"lloJd on, Jackson...I'11 get you."
Price h a t:i to leave th e raf t, but h e

had no choice. I{e swam to the injured
Jackson, slipped a: ann ar('.:nd him and
startec to oog-paicie baci: -,o the raft.
At, that rnoment he.spotied 

"he 
Sli-3

neading to\.r'ard ther:r and he stopped.
lie u':.iched the rescue sUng swoop
Cown. maoe a oesperate grab as it start-
ed past. ani sna ggec it.

. "Get this oD, Jac}:son," Price said.
Quicl:iy he Put the injured, exhausted

flight nrechanlc in the sling, and beJore
he could even wave, the chopper cre\''r'
was pulUng Jackson_out of the \L'ater.
Price saw sev.eral bullets penetrate the
side of the helicopter but it remained
airborne, pivoting in the sky as- onll' a
chopper can and heaC for a nearby silip.

Cb-ptain frice was now alone in the
rr'a tei. All the others, except the two
dead crelwnen, had been picked up. Fgr
a f ew minutes the navigator thought
that it was only a rnatter of time u:rtil
he, too, u'ould be hoisted to saf ety . . .
gdt as the tr*'o rescu e heiicopters iisap-
peared from the scene ne began to \f,'on-
der. He saw them touch donrn on rhe
ships, but they diCni-;,ai:g off ag3in. Hai'
he been forg6tten? VJ3s it po.ssible t-hai
he had beergiven uP for dead, too? Or:e
man in the GuIf of Tonkin was almcst
indiscernible to the hurnan e]'e' Ferha;:
in the confusion of the rescue attempi
there had been a miscount. Certainll'
after a head count 'was taken the r€5-
cuers 'would learn that, he \&'as LlriEC-
counted for, but by then it l'ouid be too
late. lr{uch too late' ---

Using nearlY all his remaining
strengtli Price climbed. into Peerson's'raft, only to discover thai he was Crif t-
ing 

'danlerously 
,close to the sh ore of

Hdn ]\{t Island. WearilY he slid back
into the water and starteC s*'imming to-
ward the oDen sea, dragging the rait,be-
hind irim. Exhausted, bleeding, ilscour-
aeed. he still refused to Elve up. ile was
dEtermined to keep trying - until he
blacked out or was hit by one of the ReC
sh el ls.

Suddenly the entire s}:y seerneg to ex-
plode. T*'o Air Fcrce F-{s roareC across
ifte Gulf of Toniin ai \i'ave-iop le"'el,

, firing their rockets and nr:achine guns'at 
th? ener:n)' gunners on the isianC' Two

junt t that iuEre heading in Price's di-
iection sudcienly burst lnto flames and
;;il. f Sksrtider follou'ed the jets and
bombed th; beach. Smoke and debris'
flew s!:1'\.t'ard. and the concussion even
jolted Price in the \'\'ater.'-;'T;.1' ala";i f otgei- nn€r" tle mutterei,
fightind to keep his-h9ad above water'
? niinute 

-larer Pnce saw a srnall
Uii-Z t',eticopter flf ing llqt'iy through
the curtain of fire tov"ards him, a rescue
sling dangling behinC' The chopp'er
carrE lumdering in, oblivious of th€ €D-
;;;;- Jhelis" ri; rescue collar droPPed'
onlrt' a f eu' f eet ( Con:i nu ei on pc I e ?-i ) 3',l
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RESCUE MISSION IN TONKIN
GULT
conlinued

Grabbing the microphone, Price eall-

"al;rif .h?ck;; trimi CaPt'ain'" '
- -_ite ran towards the rear of -the strl-
pnibian, bounced from one side of the
i;;;lr;* - to the other as near-misses
;;k.{ 

-th; 
Albatross' Itl *'as- obvious

that the 
'totrtm""isl gunn€Is had h"l{

iiiiit 
-nre -ll;{il i}tt afrrphibian touched

do*'n and was most vulnerable, tltttl
had opened up with everything they-hacl

-Irom auiomatic rifle -fire to 105mm
hor+,itzeri Ar h-Jiought his lva)' towards
the rear hatch to help the pararescue-
;-;" a;;s'ih;'iniuieo iet pitot into the
;i;;., 

-Pii.J 
kneu' thai in a matter ol-minu["s it e A]batross would be Pasl

ii;;-nyi"g stage, .that it would be shot
io piicei"unt*s'it could get out of the.
target area. ,v At the i.", hatch, nirvigator Price-i,1y"'1i#gll,1TF"?'f 

.'"*,1':Ti:r}i[
i;;;;g lar outside the.Plane in an at:
tempt to [Ltp pleiman-diag t]e downed
i"i"iitLt iniiae the plane. 

- 
Turning to

Eii nooert Hilton, the radt-o- qPe.rgto.Tr

Fiice-ueilowed, "Hblp hittt! Help him!"
Hilton, howevgr, had alreadY moveq

to-iir-e h'aich and was reachin-g out to
grab the side o.f the raft."-;iry i"l-get'-ttim close' 'We'll pull him
in as we takg-""' 

*Lt; ttyJ i -ff ' l til g,: i8$"itr |"r'xit
' htt tiil watir, had heard machine.-g.rtn

iri,if eii ti ua iirto the Albatross, but this
ii-. ir,eie-f,aa been no *'arning'. One
moment 

-lie 
had been yelling instruc- '

tions to the men at the hatch; the.next,
iri-iita Ueen ffving through.the air !-o-
;;lir th;iit 6utftreaci oI the amPhip-
irn.TttJ tOSmm shell had entered the
Hii--i6 iust alt of ttle right.wheel h9u:-
ing, explode4, a-nd .oPened.uP a Dlrl€-
io"i hoie in the {uselage. Price_, not c€r-
i;ir; ;i;'h.i i'tla i,rppined, !?d smashed
i;l; -the uuitt ead 

-and 
f allen to the

fioor, momentarilY stunned.-li; 
iougf,-t to open his eyes-, to clear

hi;- i;tfi, but it' was several seconds
belore he succeeded'- -The 

iruiae bi tfre plane was a roaring
inferno. G;soiine poured lrom rypJYLq
i"ui iinei"na flamed instantlv' A JATq
LoiUe 

"*-pioaed, 
hurtling piec-es ol metal

li.tioJgt itrl plane like-shrapnel. Price
;;ia-Uireli breathe in the stifling heat
and the billo'*'ing smoke.

"llilton . .l Xition, p'here are youi':
When there was no ansl\'er .t'rlce

crawied towaia the hatch- He had gone
onll' a short distance when he saw the
ilaio opliatoi. one look \L'as-. enoqBlJ'
tiiiton was dead, victim of a direct hit.

"I\'Iy God!"

TIiE fla:nes 'were now threatening to
I .ut off his escape through the hatch so'.
the iazed navigaior trieC 1o mcve- f aster'
as ije neared 

-tf,e hatch he grabbed a
;j*"ijgo irtace and starteC to-pull him- '.ruil tci iris feet, knorvi:rg that his best
i"ince of survival u'as to dil'e -as far
itor" the arnphibian as possible. It $'as
bb"ious that the plane was going to ex-
pi od e.--As he regained his feet he saw a dark
oblect floa{ing in the. r*'ater beside the
aiicraft, not recognizing it - until an'
enem)'.shell hit nearby and a \l'ave
turne-a it to*'ards him, . o " '

"*,,.0,r::.:,"^r,,rl?lil, 
at him helplesslv. r*;'i.i"iiri;,lJr":$"4@*'J.ptt

"I'11 get you il-"
At tiat homenr, as price tensed to 

"rtiffi|:uio:e hea_r_ ll.-Tl;g;;ng 1,""

*!-yii+:*ft [i't+:.s,*iiliii:ti]{l'f;-irf,ft f pt*+*:
i;ii"e;it"hi;, a"a uir6i" the stunned tive-cover lor the do.wne'

ffi r$i,$i'dt:tt.#iH.f-iiiiditi*f:kr"ffi
sherrs'" ' 

'' '' 
'. iii'Ldi'Ja iiouute in'the rescue attempt

' The fine work of the Aerospace Res- ii[itii-"{ tt'9,tlo,ilPilvii.lh3ff5131The nne worr( or rne ,aerospace nss- "=';;; iii'iitira. Tlre only sah'ation

Hi";*LTriil:rr;:iriT'.ii"i',""t"ff :t',f*biit:U1#;-n"r,,,,:J{ijj
downed USAF, liab- at
iJi;il; ;;;' i;;";; -b;';t)' Cet'their parachutes openecr'

:ii:*Yii*i?:-"r1."-5=L',:.t;-".'itfl""t rl don't see them anl'piace," P)eiman

il:iimTrlT,n*lT'riiiiti,'":f "t?tii:Hff 1;T.:l!r!!ll'""-:.:?iifi ::
the most rugged l,.r "-*iiiiun;;i. 

-' . -- suoa""ty the parares':u-eman stoppeq

*l'H?,,l,ff fl 
;flfl ;:"",;tt'i'*iill*l"tgg{iii.;:ftiil,''i:;tf T.s':"'}':'

19.t9. when the IiU-16 originally went "Near the rslano'.'
into serVice, and one me-uEior t'he-r"s- 'Y;;it"iil-;l;l'' -Captain' Too close

cue crew received the Air Force_Cross to tiri*fieii.-t-"-"t '$lre.gtly east of the
:ii"'"il""t-'ii.oni- tiiiiist--mifiiarv sharp point of. {or-tv!e.''il^ :-,--,r .h^,-
award for valor. 

rrrE'sJr "r"'!g^r "";'ii"!'l-d6lea-aown at the island' spot-

rhe mission u.g",, fiffiQ1 t"lii'Triii'ii-&]"*4**X3-ti:XIl"t';The mission began l';
roulinely. A Phantom ll
*$'.i?'r#"",pifiliffii [+i#i$;:{$[fi, 

t{,l'*gl

t{:*""'*!l'r?Hf+iH: ih''ffi 1'$:'.1'tf"&'."'"":*''r 
;it':'' tt':::

i$rdiq:-jtr,-,,l'r! iffi#ffi :""T:* :#tiir'".r:,:.:lt qli:{i; 
"fr1

hit by enemy grounc iiitr
fire ai it came oft targei [ji-'

I-Orce prrot aL,9trl rrlt oetrrL,r,i':"1
;;d; the onlrl decision possib)e' "Pilot
to crerr'-goinE oown. Jettisoning exter-

it"l;iit*1i.J:s"t;fiit!ffi1}*i"":i:,-,'"?n3ruiJeltisoningexter-
f=i"'",i5i'-s-lF.i];ki3,%ufi *ifflili*:*il:*'iL*T,",*1",:tiiPeerson immed.iateiy l{S{_:*sgfg,i"#5. YFj.i#; ;: ;:'fij";;' *;i;;;ihiii{:e*t"'lt'lii: pR,cE u"*f;'"""'ffidilffti:ti$.:'i{

"Pleiman !"
The Pararescueman \&'as oeaC, -toc'

Apprbximatell' five Jeet lrom the dead
a:ihan, Price spotteC the orangg - 

rait
30 .*'itt,i ti.e injured jet pilot still insiue it.

iall "i'tiiiii".aii,i . -oJ.l,Ii. .. .,, ' ii:: 
"i""t; 

l,J'* ,i'Ji!i*iTJ.l"# "::helo. anj

-' i{l*';* }1 

"1;t 

?i ;'ifisa fl3:'1.'}i :'. ; $l # i' 3.q t* r r *,1',1# $,il'ii
ing for the gulf to e:#liiiili;'*- !"ri'il'ti't?iti, his Elasses' "Accordins to
tion is 20 miles sou"hwest of Thanh lnt!'iliieiiii'trre -n9q1 

h-ave the island

ii;;.,i' " "::'] :":"', lf:I3lrHt*f,"#'*l,1,,.ri,rar 
it appears

THE amphibian 
'carrying navigator :t *:".""i?ilued to watch Hon lr[e I.s-I Price and his crew had been circling - f

o'er the Gurf of ronhjn when the dis:. t.ni'ts -iiiiil- wirt"nbarger eased the

;;; ;;ir r,ee E.r lrgi'i.a .'i'ril {{i pli"t +i*,:,::i,*U:i:nU1#:;,y"1'"16li
}j,iJr*;t"Tl"l'';JeY;"trft:,llxt"i,"i 

fJtee\enensa 
h5.gi--:-,,"^?,:"j1ffi';il;;i;a

speed. Irleanwhile, anoih'di-prii,"to- jet ener?rv fire, but no shels came their u'a:r.

nbtifed the 4500-ton desrroyer USS lt J"dlt'ii'titdleit $e. island r'r'as de-

Berkeley,sailing in Oe 
-Cuii ,5I-tonkin 5s1-iol- a 

-reu' 
feEt off the surface of the

t" ;;;ie;;;G-il;c"i ;s;itiiiiil'"iii!i': -fJ;ti:iv;t"'ibiii"iu'ot'eli:f'llti1it,l
ii"i:Jiifiiil-";;;;d iliiialt. the nose hish, cut.the thro

"This is Pluto Tu'o. Tq'o-man crew tttii!"airiit?-lniP':l'tlt^"the'u'ater'As
.:"Jti',ii 1#. '!rffi-;t.a'io..iJir-a6*" soon .as, he, br6lsht the amphibian to a

Dosttron ts seven m!es offshore near complete stop. Price!^e81n directing him
iji" 'i,i: rr'i"iil;': to iiie ao*ned jet pilot in the raft.

rffhen Price heard the position report 
--"ii;';;i;'ii 

Uiiritia the.tail section and

he studied the map o'n iii navigaiion a littie to-the starboard'"
table for several seconds before calling Siiii ;; iunhre -came frorn the Com-

his aircraft commancier-Jn-tirelntlrcord'. *rinitt-itit? isiand. Price. tense and ex-

il"i;'a'ia;{liiil'";r.ii-i*:;;";;iii;; ;;i;;i' n'ts amazed at the rack or re-
nlaD. sitilnt-d' n't ti'tq time'Pieiman reached
"'itrp',.in, if ti,e:' la::d near Jion Ir{e ilf-t iiii' Price deciri-eclhat thd briefing
fsfaia 

-a-i'' 
rup6-riiC, 

'o:.---il:-li in office:s had overraied the enexnl' capa-

.trouble. Tne Corr.mu":rti 1tl'"6 en6u.ir Uifliiii.-;i;o* at soon '.s we set the cc-

suns on the islanci r""-ni'it:;;jil piifi,.,i'"-.in get out of here- I r*'onder

Eiil]".;,',,-,- .. ' .. "
IVestenbarger agreeC, but both men ieconds late' the_fi.rst€nemy shell hit

knew thetr had no .itoii!."ri'ti#'p1;;; 6'!' at["ttbts and *'ithin five minutes

[,,tri:'*{#,'$$"t*il:.ffi li*+;,l"";.'ni$u;*1*H',;3nr
FiI"",;'l'"t ii,!t;'t. siiil a iong *'ay of;." f ace . ' '
. Ten minutes later the anphibian or- Price u,as still-underr*'ater u'hen he

bited two miles soutb oJ lion lvie Isiand, qp.|t'"d- itls iyli. 1.i,".navisator felt as il
the crew searching ti*-'i"jt'di!'6;6; hit"i;;s;1';i-lu6"t to b'ursl Fighting
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from the navigator and the helicopter
irewman in tFe hatch Yanked it into
prJce's irms. Quickl)', Price slipped-it
unaeihis arms.-This iime he ignored the
pain as he *'aved his arms' signaling
ihem to lift him out of enemy waters.

As they puUed him- irside the chsP.-
per. the irewman at the winch grinned.
i'Better Jate than never!"

Price could onlY nod and mutter,
t'Thanks."

The navigator was taken to al,aircraft
carrier whEre a doctor picked out the
shrapnel and siitched his wounds. Af ter
lwo weeks in the'hospital, Donald Price
\,r'as back on Okinawa with the 33rd
Aeiospace Rescue and Recover Sguad-
ron, feady f or action. He doesn't say
muih aboirt his experience, but the men
he saved made ceftain that Washin-gton
*as told about his heroic action. Con-
sequently in SePternber, 1966, - six
rnonths ifter the mission, Captain Don-
'ila S. Price \t'as an'arded ihe Air Folce'
Crosl, the firs', na.vigator to receive thre

;'r;t6i's iecond higirest rnilitarl' meoal
Ior valor.- 

No man deserved it more. A

?oe* ,r.,3, ,.J:::",'::::"r,,, Poeor r&r7r
Gidron lsthmon; Pogrl 22'25t HtGrrgor, WW, U?lt

?o9r t 76.272 Pir; Pogrr 23'31r U5AF; Pogor 34J6r
. Picloriot ?orodr; ?o9rr 3t-{l r tls. Gonrr & Frrrh Wslrr

Fllh Comrn,. !lrnbocki ?o9rr {2{3r Golory; Pogol {4'
{5: Cre ndlor, UPl, lryW. .

x.rS4ltsocl

7A
dents in too x'ide an area.

III:rck P_Ia{ue .

(Contin ued lram rx1ge 45)

She climbed into a jeep driven by Mike
Brown, s Navajo wno worked wrth the
health' servtce, and tbe pair headed
north on Route 3l tor*'ard GalluP.

Despite the mid-afternoon heat, thq
dust aha the long day, both were rn good
spurts,' "lt is over, I thit'kr" said Brown; sf,rril-
ing. : --;I only hope you are right," said Mrs.
Von Seggern, rela):ing agarnst her seat.
"The srgns are good, No new cases in
more than 10 Cbl's. And not a stngle
death, Thank Goc for that."

"IMy people owe much to you arrd tbe
o th ers. "

"Nonsense, I\Iike," said h1rs. Von Sgg-
gern. "I drd iitUe inore--th.at Prly a lot.
As for the others . . . Well, that'g wbat
we are aU here for."r'tou are too modest. To fight the
Black Death...fr

Black Death, thought Mrs. Von Seg-
E€tn, closing f,et eyes and fightm,q, ll'S
Exhaustton bf the past rveel'.s. ISlocr
beiti. The rw,me f ts. T ne scmlTge of the
Midd,te Ages' Ptague, o .Inghpning
rloard, fiind around-the rosie.. ' oll tatl
dorpn. neaat A children's dittlt. I luorl-
der if they knoto lheA sing ol plague?
Hour-could thea? It tuos centuries ,cgo,
Ana aet this isig65. lt could haue been
on efitdemic. Si.r coses, 8ut i! is ouer
iowl ,.f could sleeP Jor au)eek,

She felt the jeep- slow down.
"What is it, I{iP.e?"
"Ut ahead," said Brown. "AJl old

r*'oman and ti'o young boys waving f or
us to stop. Tbey're pointin-g to a wagon."

"PuIl 6ver," said Mrs. Von Segg.ern' 1
frown clouding her face. An occident?
it might be. l-prcg it, isn't another . -.

The old woman ian to the jeep.
"Please help us," she cried. "'We have a
sick one. We must get him to lhe hos-
pitit.-fie is in tbe rrigon...burning with
ttlfr:vbn 

seggern's f ace becarne d-ark-
er. St,e climbeo out of the jeep ald ran
to-tfiJ wigon Reaching gelily -turd.er t]re
6j.ii["ts,"rb; feli the 66y's armpits and
ttffi; 

lump! oh, Godt Pt.or, , rwt c7r-
other ane,

Jt[rs. Von Seggern looked at the boy's
hJnds and sa** the black solts. Sbq
iJr.lgttt in-imbutse to crY, then tucked
it e-niarrhets aiound the unconscious boy
and returned to the jeep. '

Brorvn, trying to soothe'the now hys-
terical giandnother, looked u!. expec-
iinrti it trtrs. Von Seggern. "The boy?
llas rhe boY , , .?"

Iylrs. Von Seggern tooked at him help;
lessly.' "I thin["s0, It1ike. We must .ge!
iri*'t" Gallup as iast as p-ossible. And
J 

-must get in' toucil uith -Dr. Bourne!"

T-lr. John Bourne, d'istrict health officer
LJ f or tire Gaiiup area, put dbu'n tre
telepirone and o:ev; his 

-hands slowly
'over his face. lie l,rieq to l:eep tire cis-
appointment, the fear, out ' of his
th ou ghts.

Sh; could be trrong, he thoughl Hout
I hope she is urong.-. . J'Io, not- Lucille.
She's seen too rnuch ol it,. Another cose.
That makes seuetl. fi oi're tn l0 dags ond
then this. W e had the ePidemic co?l-
volled and then this! Did ute f oil 'so?7t€-

uthere oLong the Linc? 14th ere . . . ?

It haC begun quite innocentlY six
weeks'earlier, on Juiy 10, 1.96i . . .

A six-year-old Inciian boy f.rorq north
of Galiup \h'as acxnitted to the United

srates Public Heatth ,"r-ffiJndian
Hospital in G.aIIup. Th* initilTfftagnos$
\^/as menrngitis. 

- Three d?yt Jater a

thiee-year-5ld Navajg- girt- {tP- Red

Ro"tt, i small Indian vittage eig-ht mi'les

south of Gallup, was admitted to the

[tolpitat- with id6ntical - 
svmptoms-higb

f ever, chest pains, headaches.- - goih chitciren were given intensive
doses 

-of 
intiUiotics - sriUadiazine and

ctiioiamphenicol. Both responded to the

aiuss aria their conditionJ irnproved' It
*"s"e"idencl that supported lhe initial
diagnosis of rneningitis'- d week later the rePorts on the two
chilCren $'ere foru'arded 1o Dr. Bourne'
as were reports on all colrununicable
airuiJ.J in itre districl. He was vaguely
troubled.-- 

Slion,ge, thought Dr. BoLlnne. .ltf enin-
oiiis. Ufuiu aL ty-pe , too. lVe hsuen'! scen

iomething like-itrts in gqgIs. lYo, ttuo
lores. Dr.-Bourne grabbed his teiephone'- i'Dr. Loring? Tf,is is Dr. Bourne. Are
'rrot, quite poiitive on these two ca-'es of
in."ij-teitis? Yeq, I see they rgsPonded to

the triatment, but any number of con-
aitJons would iespond to the sarne treat-
ment.. . Welt, pligue, for one. \rie have

' not seen our y-early case or two as ;*e.L

i'1^l"r lr,intcinL it ririgrrt be worth rvhile
to run somC additi-onal tests -. blood,
urine Cnd so on-just to be perlectly sue
. .. Fine. Thank You.t'-

Dr. Bourne called in his secretary'.Dr.- Loring will be sending along
some tests on two meningitis cases at the
hosoital." he said. handing her the r€-';o;iJ. ,.i u'int them forwarded to the
'Communicable Disease Center in At'
lanta, and I u'ant to be notifieC' as soon

as thi results are receit'ed."
Dr. Bourne returned to other PaPei

wJrk, but couldn't get the two cases out
of his mind.-- 

tVd'ti, trdlt,ough t, if there is.onSrthin-o
to frnd, tlrose botl dou;n in Atlanta ti;ill
fi,nd it.'They han{Le eu.ety }lnour?tr trctt*q'
lniisiljt! diieasc in this country. Ano c

i;* init aren't knousn. .trfaybe I'm be'
i;; ouerla caulior,rs. But two cc^tes in
tii"i -Aovl 

ond -!f ql, totclly . rl'rrLovued

cotnmuntiies , . .'WeLl, let's - hope I'r't
urong. '

Oi,t-'ilil tO'Dr' Bourne learned he was

*p6iG trom the Communi-cable Dis'
e"i. Uenter, an arm of the U.S. Public
lieittl - 

Seivice, showed that although
, ihe sfmptoms were mitd and not exactly
il"picti. -Uottr children had been f elled
6ri Pas teurelLa pestis-bubonic plague. .-Dr. 

Bourne stared at the reporu and
pursiJhis iips. The Block Deoth oi th:
Middle Ages'stags qtth- us, he thought'
No neu: ccses as Uet. Perhaps t! ere Tran't
ai anymore-if ,i,e ore ltrcky.. B:ut f con'i
[;i.e iuo cosei so close in- time ond so

seporo Led,
Dr. Bourne knew tnat one or two cases

ofliigue occurred every ygar. in his
area, pnmarily becalise tire Indians on

the'riservations stili looked to their
mJaicine men for cures and ther:irecical
emiacl' of tribal chants. He also i;new
he u'ai sitting on a pou'oer }"-e.g: "-- -Planre was a viru-lent killer that
sliugfiiered a third of 'Western Egtopq
i; ti; i+tt CenturY, that wiPec out

iio,o-rjii d;Aoners jl't 1665, that killed
rn6te than 13,000,000 persq{ts in. variour
pirts of the rvorld f rom 1850 to the pr€s'
ent time. '-'-dd out there on the plains a_nd mesa

around GaIIup, it still thrived among

th;- t^;itd 
-;oiients 

- ground_ sguirrels
piiirie- does and fi.eid-mice. Dr' Eo.*11:
;;ai o'ell- aware that plague couli, nct;
Ue utiaicated. There rriere too man]' r0',1


