
President Lyndon B. Johnson presented a presidentiaL unit citation tofirc 38rn Aeroepace Rescue and Recovery squadron for extraordinary galLantryln rnLLLtary operarions in Vietnam in tererno.ri". .i-t;; ,rd;;'"]";" 
""JenuarY L9, L966. "r'-Lv *vui

"Because the men of the 3gth have risked their lives so that their
uolwades-utight 1ive, they join rhar conp"oy oe 

-li"-""ii."r-;.;;;* 
we all

uvts our freedom and our naiional honbr,a 1il"-rrl"ident said
tT4lith thls citation we pay

F,Hllantry. The 38th Air Reseue
nmTvLce to our great country.rt

a grateful nation t s tribute to that self less
Squadron stands in the finest tradition of

tr

$;

The varying roLes of the Aerospace Rescue and Recovery service are
ll,l.ugtrated by these examples or 19'bs 

"o*u"i-r"scue ,issions:
t Two ARRS ry-13 heLicopter aircrews were credited by Army medics with

aav'Lng the lives of five critical-ly wounded 
"oiai"r"-ii-vi!.".*1 chopper

1;ffiw' fLe-vr nine trips into the jungle battLe area while Army uII-l_B armed
Itel,lcopters and u. s. Air Force-e;rn sr.yr"iJ"r"-ir"" protective air cover.I'lto landing zote, surrounded by 125-t"""t-ttigi-iao,boo, lras so smar_l that theilil'43 rotor blades literally .,rt th"ir r"y-iit.-and out of the area.

r An wr-43 on al-ert at Bien Hoa was airborne within two minutes after
art [- 100 pilot parachuted into enemy controlled territory during a heavyI'dln' The Hi{-43 homed-in on the pi-lot's personai locator u"*"oi. Despiterrrftrtlc signalsr 

"poor 
visibil-ity and, 

"por"Ji"-gro""a fire, the chopper
rlpBcended to 25 feet, turned on its r"oair,g-ilEii", located and rescued
I lre downed pi1ot.

o within minutes after an F-105 piLot ejected over rhe Gulf of Tonkin,
Arr AI{RS HU-16 located his posirion. While rhiee jets flew RESCAp rhe HU-16
landed' picked up the domed pilot and returned trim to safety -- in less than
ll() m{nutes.

r Hhea an F-105 pilot ejected following an atrack on mobile surface-ro-
alr nissile sites near Hanoi, a HH-3C and irf fighrer eseorr proceeded t,o the
l'98cue area' The chopperrs 60-foot cabl-e jarmned on its winch. Efforts to
l's[rieve tbe pilot by rope also failed. witfr rne F-i.05 pilot dangling from
l[a cabre, the chopper moved a quarter of amile to a rice paddy, lowered the
pJ.tot 1o^1he-ground, rhen landed and picked him up. During rhis rime the
ulropper suttered three hits from enemy ground fire, one round missing the
fuel tank by inches. The rescue took 2I minutes, 17 more than a'rnormal.
combat PickuP.

o Usiag extra fuel ranks, an anns rui-43 crew fl_ew 2OO miles into NorEh
Vlefnam to rescue a domed F-105 piLot. The pilor had landed arhong enerqy
lraoPs' who had pinned him down in a dense hillside bamboo foresr. Thick
runderBrowtb had kepr the enemy from reaching hin irr"..-- o";J;i."oy
Te*n shovers, rhe ry-43 .re' sporred the piiot'" ;;;";L,r*='"rrir. fighrern{rcraft suppressed'enemy grot'd fire, ri,l im-+i ;;;;;;-;i"."i"., above rhe
100'foot tall banboo and dropped its sling.o r."",r. t,he dornmea pir"'.lvY:Luv
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o An ARRS heLicopter crew teamed up with Australian ground forces for a

different kind of recovery; After a rendezvous with a U. S. Air Force forward
air conEroller over an unsecured area L2 miles from Bien IIoa, adverse weather
foreed rhe chopper to f]-y at tree-top level-. Upon reaching the pickup area,
it hovered over a small clearing and lowered its forest PeneErator cable.
Australian soLdiers ran from the dense underbrush and attached several objects
ro rhe cable. The recovery proved to be a high-priority cargo for Intelligence.

SPACE PROGRAI{ SUPPORT

In June l-961 Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Service received international
attention for its successful recovery of a capsule ejected from the
Discover )Q(V satel-lite.

During Comnander Scott Carpenterrs orbitaL Project Mercury flight in
l"lay L962, ARRS 4gain demonsrrated its recovery capabil-ity. TVo U. S. Air
Force pararescuemen leaped into the Atlantic recovery site, east of Puerto
Rico, and instaLled a flotation collar around Aurora 7, the NASA spacecraft.

These two recoveri€s,
of aircraft in support of

o Conduct
through NASA| s

particularly the latter, emphasLzed the importance
manned space flights.

in support of Pro ject Gemini space f l ights include:ARRS responsibilities

recovery and support operaLions in the North American area
Orlando Recovery Control Center;

a global air contingency recovery p1-an;

I
I

Develop

o PIan for future employment of special-ly-equipped ARRS aircraft for
reentry tracking, post landing Location of the spacecraft, and recovery of
flight personnel; and

Provide the primary recovery in the entire launch site recovery area.

The 'objectf.ve of any recovery mission is to locate and recover the
spacecraft and lts occnpants as quickJ.y as possible, then deliver them to
points designated by NASA.

Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Service is responsible for two types of
recoveryt

o Planned recovery -- Pick up of astronauts and equipment from pre-
planned splash-dolrn areas under controLLed conditions;

o Contingency recovery -- Recovery under any other conditions anywhere
along the spacecraftrs gIobal- orbital path.

Following the three-orbital fLight of U. S. Air Force (Lr. Col.) Virgil
Grissom and U. S. Navy (Cmdr) John Young on March 23, L965, two ARRS
pararescuemen parachuted into the AtLantic from an HC-54 and attached a
flotat,ion collar to the GT-3 space capsule

During the Gt-4 and GT-5 flights, ARRS \{as responsible for the launch
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