Albatross an 'Old Reliable’ in Air Force combat rescue missions

HU-16 Albul’ross is continulng to prove its effectiveness in air-seo rescues,

When they isbuiate feats of herolsm
for the Vietnam way; look for men of the
Al Force Aerospace Resoue & Recovery
Servive to place high on the list: Ap-
parently they sel no limits Tor them-
sitlves in fulftlling their motto: *“That
Others oy Live™

Sinee the middle of 1904 when the alr
war ngainst North Vietnam was initiated,
thete jlle<savers have been making
headlines with daring rescues of downed
airmen uver land and sea. Flying heli-
copters and e Grumman Albatross
amphibian, these Air Force pilots have
been brazenly deiying enemmy gunoers
while effecting tHelr rescues,

The Albatross is making Its share of
the saves, many G them jn the Toskin
Gull within easy range of North Viet-
fillinese shore buatteries

What &8 weltome ght [IF must be w
have a friendly ‘chopper’ or Albatross
appeur on the scene just in time o ex-
tricate vou {rom a very dangerous pra-
dicament, Just how exciting and timely
Such o gave caty beowas vividly deseribed
in the Juiy issue of Ajr Force Maguzine
by 'Capt. James P, Covne.

During a strike uguinst the North, an
Alr Force Phantum, hit by anti-alrcvaf

tre. made it to the Gulfl of Tonkin belore
He  two-inatl  Grew  glected,  Captain
Cowvne, vircling above with other fighter
pilols for protective cover, recorded the
soene a3 an HU-16 Albatross d@rrived o
the scene to pick up the two men.

The HU-18 touches down In a
gshower of white sprny and begine to
taxi towntds the rafts. As i approaches
Wylle (15t LL, Wylle E, Niolan), who s
clozest to shors; the engmy gunners begin
to gel the range. Geyvsers spew from the
witler an both sides of the aireraft and
behind i Your throat gets diy as you
reéalize what a sitting duck the fiying
boat is-as she chiurns siowly through the
swells, Onpe line of geyssts hegins o
track up the alreraft’s walke

Heavy seas

“Al last you 2o (he frst raft disap-
pefir under & wing. ‘We've gt one of
theuy, Mustang,” the Rescue Alpha pilot
calls, ‘but we ecan'l see the other one.
Waves arve pretty high, and the shelling's
getting pretly thick down bere” Just
then you see a gevser erupt directly in
front of the plane, 50 close that the spray
drenches the cockpit windows, You look
back on shore. Where some of the gun




emplnciements were hidden thare & now
biackened wrotkage, amiks, and 0Ore,
byt many of the guns ave still Bring, and
the aceuracy of the gunners s lmpiroe-
g Above thy guns, the plines roll into
thelr bombing and strafing vons, trying
to silence the remaining artiliery before
fhe vestme plane i blown om ol jhe
water.”

From his rall 4 quarter-mile Eway,
Capl, Jack Gravis, the other duwned
atrman, witnessed the planes sitacking
the beach as anells whistied o pl
around him. and from Wis viewpoint the
weene looked “judt like a war movie

Sloguing through the heavy seas, the
Albalross headed for the remaining man
i the waler smidst harsting shells and
the whoish of lethal missiies. As the
plane redched Captain Gravis, an Air
Ruree frogman ot the Albatross jumpad
into the water to assist hlin on beard.

Yol see the ring of explugions tight-
eming around Ywe alreralt ss, one by
one, the vemaining gunners get the
range,” Captain Coyne wrote, "Then
Reseue Alpha starts to move. She gathers
speed, and the shells begih to fall behind
fier. She skips aff & wave crest, settles
back, skips again, and she's off) | 2

Flew first in "47
In the numerous rescues turned In by
the Alr Force rescus team in Vietnam

anly the nomes geem 1 change—many
of the situaticns beas a siriking resem-

Dblance to the one depicted by Caplain

Coyne. Ty those rescues, nearly 300 US,
ntrwaen have been saved, with the Al-
vatross conteibuting 60 saves. 44 of thiem
of combat evews) during 10686 slong
An impressive record; bt il's only
part of 1he Albatross story. It began late
n 1647, At that fine, Joe Louis reignod
us  the Wworldls heavywelght boxing
ehampion; e Yankees had boaten (hejr
crase-town civals, the Brooklyn Dodgers;
in the World Seried; Washington anajysts
were pradieting the political demise of
Harry Trumsn in the next Presidentisl
election; and, st Bethpage, the Albairass
wmphitdan wade s fst flight,
Ningleen years have puassed sinee
then . . ., sever men have suctepded
to the title once held by fhe mighty
Louls; Jackie Robinsan and Joe THMNag-
g, standouis in the '37 Serivs, are now
pietalled fn basebait's Hall of Fame;
Hurry Truman hag rétived o Indepon-

dénes, Mo, where his memifrs recordl

s historlc upset victory in the 48 elog-
Homs,

Ancd the Albstross . .
ries on!

Designed originally as a wtility plane)
for the US. Navy, the Alligiross was
\nter adopled by the Nevy, Air Force,
andl Const Guard for alr-sea rescue serv-
we. Over 450 of the amphibdans have
been delivered to (he three services and|
4 numbeér of fogeign governmenis,

Impressive record

Iy the intervenitg weiws, the sturdy
twosengine craft bas ranged the. world)|
aver, front pole to pole and ocean to
doean compiling an ineredible record of
alr-zea redeues, During the Korean War
the  Albatross aceounted for 122 com-
Bat saves and 200 non-combatants | .
six vears ago 87 survivors of an airliner
¢rash melcked ug in the Pasific by
Albstrosses from: Clark Alr Force Base
m he Philippines . . 15 were snatehed
trom the frigid Atlantie when their piane
wenl down off Greepland , ., and one
Albatrosy {axied survivors of » $ea trng-
edy to safety through 12 miles of hesvy
senk boeause the waves were too high
1w perdt & take-ofl. The st goes an.

coond o e o,

S!noe the ﬂm Albatross flew out of
Bethpage, the orfigingl model has been |
improved 1o offer higher speed, greater
yunge, lower lunding speed, and fim-
proved single-vngine  performance. In

. sl car-

addiiicn to air-sea- rescue work, the Al-

batruss is serVing in a number of other
capacitles, ranging from Anti-Submar-
ine Wartare to transport rales.

And {6 priove 1 ean amlkamwwhh
the youngsters, the Albaiross went rec—
ardl hussting just a few years back and
when the quest wag over, the Alr Force,
Navy, and Cpust Guard had racked up
nine world avidtion marks i the ven-

erabile amphibisg,

The Alr Force Acrospace Rescue &
Repovery Service and the Albatross have
Bekn in many tight spots together, Nur--
turwmpuamandrempwadmw
their teamwork as carned the weﬂ-&u—
served praige of thousands,

“That Others May Live" is o ftting
motto for the Aerobpace Rescue & Re-
covery Service “Old Relisble™ might be
a fiving ribute to the Grumrosn Al
betross.



