
FROM: Det  6, 38th Air  Rescue Sq, APO San Francisco 96227 

SUBJECT: Mission Narrative Report 

TO: Hq Air Rescue Service, Orlando AFB, Fla 32813 

1. Mission Number: 6-1059-7  Dec 65. 

2. SAR Alerted By: Bien Hoa Control Tower. 

3. SAR Aircraft  Used  2 HH-43F. 

8 Dec 65 

Members of Rescue Helicopter Were: 

IL= Captain Maur±Ce -G. Kessler 
CP 1st Lt Mark C. Schibler 

TSgt Richard E. Connon 
RS SSgt Leon Fanwood 

Crew Members of Cover HH-43F Were: 

RCC Captain Harold D. Salem 
CP Captain Dale L. Potter 
HM AlC Gerald. C. Hanomcnd Jr. 
RS AlC William H. Pitsenbarger 

Det 6, 38th ARS 
Det 6, 38th ABS 
Det 6, 38th ABS 
Det 6, 38th ARS 

Det 6, 38th ABS 
Det 6, 38th ABS 
Det 6, 38th ABS 
Det 6, 36th ARS 

4. Reaction time from initial notification to pick-up: 0:09. 

5. CAP assistance: 1 16-IE. 

6. Area and type of pick-up: Land, coordinates: 1054 N - 10648 E. 

7. No signaling equipment used to locate survivor. 

6. Survivors name:  Captain Rexford T. O'Connor, 	 Assigned Hq 
2nd Air Division, Tan Son Nhut, RVN. 

9. Summaty of Events: At 1745L we were advised by Bien Hoa tower that a, 
0-4.E aircraft had crashed to the SE at about 45 NM. Since this was beyond 
normal range with reduced fuel load required for LER alert, immediate re-
fueling was requested. The 36th SARCC was advised and top cover requested. 
36th SARCC advised that Paris a)ntrol had the downed pilot's position at 
approximately 200 °  at 45NM. While awaiting fuel at approximately 1749L 
Bien Boa tower advised that an kelE pilot had sighted the crashed 0-1E 
4 miles Southwest of Bien Boa AB. Both HH-43F's  were  scrambled at 1750L 
and arrived over the crashed 0-IE at 1754L. The A-1E was circling the crash. 
The uninjured pilot was picked up at 1754L and returned to Bien Hoa at 
1759L. The 0-1E pilot stated that he had contacted Paris control during 
descent after his engine failed and had given his position as "4 to 5" 
miJes southwest of Bien Boa.. The pilot also stated that unidentified 
Vietnamese began approaching him after he crashed but left immediately when 
the A-1E approached overhead. 



URICE G. KESSLER 
Captain, USAF 
Rescue Crew Commander 

10. Comments: Interpretation of the "4 to 5 miles" as "45 miles" 
delayed our T.O. by approximately 4 minutes. Whenever possible, 
recommend pilot's be briefed an the strong possibility of misinter-
pretation when distances are given in this manner. 

Cy to: PARC, 38ARS 
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	=14 Det 6, 3Z7tb 	 A10 Jun !rancisco 96227 	a :;ch.: 65 

	pa; XII Viva:Lan l'arrativo P.cr.srt 

	-os Bq Air r.occne3wvice,CrIando An, Yla 32S13 

	 Mission V=ters 640594  Deo  0. 

	 ala Ala-tad 	Bien Eon Control Tager. 

StR Airawatt Caad 2 1171.4437, 

	 yatb5r0 0: Easeae ECLitopter litres 

.CC Cavtain Yanrice 0.Eaealw 	 Det 6, 38th 
-1st Lt thlic C. Sohibler 	 Dst 6, 3.3th Ans 

	 KU Tazt Rif:131rd E. Connon 	 Dat 6, 38th ARS 
	 RS 8Zst Leon ?alIttood 	 Dct 6, 3Sth 

Crew i:onbere of Cow= 173.43? Uarc: 

BCC Captain Herold D. enlaa 
GP Captain Dols L. Pottor 
HH Ale Gerald Cs PtnnAnd 
Re AlC Uilliam H. Pitacntarepr 

Dut 6.,3Cth ARS 
Dat 6, 3Cth Aas 
Dst 6, 18th A:6 
Bet 61, 38th ARS 

4.  Reaction tine fram1ntti1 nict==timi to pick-op: 0:09. 

	 CAP assist-an:vas 1 A-az. 

	• Area and  t7pe of plek.ap: Land,  coordia4t4s4 1054 n 1D648 

1 Da si8nalinz equipment u=d to locate Tax-rim:. 

 

t. Wrvivore =al  Captain !Ia.:ford T. O'Connor , 

0,n4 Air Division, Tan elan Mut, RU. • 
, Assigned 4 

 

  

    

w_ctr......rp(rmsf4s  At 17451. un  ware cdviaad by Bicm Rola tour that a 
aircraft haJ, crackled to tta :: at acoxt 45 	C1nno this una bc7:11 

ncr=a1 =nail uith reduced fucl lcad raq7)1.:nd far LI.a aloit, i=aedinto 
miwatcd. The 38th eAECC 1:as adviTal r.nd to 171 cover rvcaoctod. 

;$43th  3AP.CC advisod t114t Foris control kad the downed piloL'o pcoitIon at 
oprpro4inzate1y2CO" at 451:N.  V! ..:12e alziting fc.,161 at .IR-1-.:=1mt4y 1749L 
Li=  Foa tcwor advIaod tbat An 101::: pilot rad irt 	c 	0-■12, 
411mlass 5n:W=1A  of Zinn roa AIL Loth  Er.-43? 15 wyo  e.c1-3.7.11cd et 175,0L 

arTivd ovrir tho cract.od 0,17, at 17541.  Tha A-1Z =3 ciroll=6 thz tra:h. 

tø  uninjured rilot WM3 plcLad up at. 17541 and  rotarrL'd to 70143n ca at 
59i. The 0-12 pilot atatcd elat ha had contact-sot Paris control dzIrtna 

pecont after hic'on;rIna failed ans.1 had Eiven hio Position as '4 to 5" 
41c  aouthNost cr 1313:1 M11. - Tt1-0 pilot also statcd that un1.4=tif174 
tl,ztnano:4 bacan az:preaching him aStar he crcabrid 	 l&am 

kwpmecirtid ovorhaad. 
mod Nam. OF( Gri.de nmOfts AWK."1. 

LDCL A I , IJ 
  

rrPelirre 44IU.1,S1 San, 0.0111PAPEND 



10. Coar:7tss intor7rQtat_Icl of tho °,4 to 5 " 1,13 	ollAW 
dek7ed Gar 7.34 7 	 4mirxe3. Tgh=vm: pcsz,..Z14, 
rccomma-4 ;11ctio bo tricrezd cm t:::.1/4) .strarz 	 ze-Iantsz- 
;rotation uhcn dlotanzeo ar41 &Wen in thin mozna^. 

=IC'S C. EIZZIM 
	

tas 	33.1a6 
Captain, U3117  
EZI;J=TA cw OmmInseaP 
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ARSH-88 

MINIM RESCUERS LOCATIONS SU RVIVORS 
Name Aircraft Name Service Aircraft 

38-1167-28 Nov HH-43B 30NM SW Tan Son 6 Soldiers USA UH1B 
Nhut 

38-1174-28 Nov Maj Higginson HU-16B 20 NM NE Thanh LTJG Harrington USN F8E 
Hoa 

9-38-1-28 Nov Capt McFarlane HH-43F 1403N - 10802E USAF F4C 
Capt Hill HH-43F 5 NM NE Pleiku USAF F4C 

38-1188-2 Dec Capt Murden HH-43F 1139N - 10632E LTJG Schmikt USN F4B 
LTJG Potter USN F4B 

6-38-1059-7 Dec Capt Kessler HH-43F 1054N - 10648E Capt O'Conner USAF 01E 
7-38-682-13 Dec Lt Brown HH-43F 1528N - 10740E MSgt Forrester USMC UH1B 
38-1220-15 Dec HU-16B 2040N - 10724E USAF F-105 
6-38-1065-19 Dec HH-43F 1039N - 10711E 1 Soldier USA 
38-1236-20 Dec Maj Dewitt HU-16B 2055N - 10715E Capt Ruffo USAF F-105 
38-1239-21 Dec Capt Butera HH-3 1752N - 10543E Capt Sullivan USAF F-105 
6-38-1068-21 Dec Capt Nadler HH-43F 1044N - 10704E 1 Soldier USA 
7-38-681-29 Dec HH-43F 1537N - 10815E 1 Pilot USMC HE1E 

4 Marines 


